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Hon.  Marcus  A.  Hanna,  late  United 
States  senator  from  Ohio,  a  resident  of  Cleve- 
/yv  land  for  over  half  a  century  and  one  of  the 
great  industrial  and  commercial  powers  of  the 
middle  west,  did  not  reach  the  height  of  his 
political  and  public  renown  until  his  life  was 
nearly  spent.  Since  he  was  a  young  man  he 
had  always  given  his  hearty  indorsement  and 
*S  generous  support  to  the  Republican  party,  but 
,v  was  approaching  his  sixtieth  year  before  he 
decided  to  throw  the  full  strength  of  his  execu- 
tive, diplomatic  and  administrative  powers  into 
the  management  of  a  national  campaign  for  his 
party.  At  that  late  period  in  his  life  it  was 
only  his  long  and  sincere  friendship  for  Mc- 
Kinley  which  decided  him  to  accept  the  chair- 
v  manship  of  the  national  committee  and  con- 
duct the  campaign  for  his  personal  and  presi- 
\  dential  favorite  on  the  same  principles  of  care- 
.N  ful  organization,  energy,  good  nature  and  fair- 
ness toward  competitors  which  had  won  him 
pronounced  leadership  in  the  business  and 
industrial  world.  Another  important  element 
of  strength  in  the  personnel  of  the  national 
chairman  was  the  fact  that  although  he  had 
been  a  large  employer  of  labor  for  many  years 
he  had  never  developed  into  an  autocrat,  but 
bad  been  ever  ready  to  listen  patiently  to  the 
presentation  of  alleged  grievances  from  his 
employees  and  was  on  record  as  a  consistent 
champion  of  arbitration  in  the  settlement  of 
differences  between  labor  and  capital.  The 
country  still  remembers  the  masterly  cam- 
paign of  1896,  conducted  by  Marc  Hanna, 
and  his  fair  and  open  methods  were  so  recipro- 
cated by  the  Democracy  as  to  make  it  an  epoch 
in  the  history  of  national  politics.  It  was  a 
campaign  also  of  great  surprises,  as  several 
states  which  had  heretofore  gone  Democratic 
were  brought  into  the  Republican  column 
seemingly  by  the  sheer  personal  force  and 
magnetism  of  the  chairman  and  his  skilfully 
marshaled  forces.  Mr.  Hanna's  financial 
rescue  of  McKinley  in  earlier  times  is  no 
vol.  11-1  7H 


secret,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  despite  the 
elevated  statesmanship  and  character  of  Mc- 
Kinley, he  virtually  elected  the  president  of 
1896;  and  the  love  which  the  people  generally 
bore  the  president-elect  was  brightly  reflected 
on  the  great  political  captain,  brought  him  into 
the  halls  of  the  United  States  senate  and  placed 
a  splendid  capsheaf  upon  the  closing  years  of 
his  life.  In  1900  Mr.  Hanna  was  honored 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  by  Kenyon  College 
— but  Dr.  Hanna  would  never  sound  natural 
to  the  thousands  of  his  admirers  and  friends. 
He  will  always  be  remembered  as  Marc 
Hanna — one  of  the  finest  figures  in  the  prac- 
tical affairs  of  the  United  States,  a  plain, 
rugged  Roman  character  transplanted  to 
America. 

Marcus  Alonzo  Hanna,  as  he  was  christened, 
was  born  in  Lisbon  (then  New  Lisbon),  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837.  In  1852  he  located  with  other 
members  of  the  family  in  Cleveland  ;  graduated 
from  the  city  high  school  and  the  Western 
Reserve  College  at  Hudson,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  entered  the  employ  of  the  whole- 
sale house  of  which  his  father  was  the  senior 
partner.  After  the  decease  of  the  latter  in 
1862,  he  continued  in  control  of  his  interest 
until  1867,  when  the  business  was  closed  out. 
The  young  man  then  joined  the  firm  of  Rhodes 
and  Company,  the  pioneer  iron  and  coal  con- 
cern in  Cleveland.  In  1877,  through  his  con- 
trol of  the  business,  the  firm  became  M.  A. 
Hanna  and  Company,  and  at  his  death  in  1904 
it  was  one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  the  country.  His  business  insight 
soon  showed  him  the  advantage  of  becoming 
identified  with  the  transportation  and  financial 
interests  of  the  locality,  both  being  means  in 
the  moving  and  handling  of  the  products  of  his 
mines  and  the  materials  of  his  business.  For 
many  years  he  was  therefore  connected  with 
the  building  and  navigation  of  the  lake  marine, 
among  his  specific  interests  which  he  held  in 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


this  and  other  lines  being  those  as  director  of 
the  Globe  Ship  Manufacturing  Company, 
president  of  the  Union  National  Bank  (or- 
ganized in  1884),  president  of  the  Chapin 
Mining  Company  (controlling  some  of  the 
most  productive  iron  mines  in  the  Lake  Supe- 
rior region ) ,  and  president  of  the  Cleveland 
Street  Railway  Company.  In  1885,  by  ap- 
pointment of  President  Cleveland,  he  served 
as  director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  latter  position  was  purely  an  hon- 
orary one,  with  no  salary  attached,  but  proved 
to  be  weighted  with  heavy  responsibilities.  In 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  summoned  to  the 
west,  and  gave  several  weeks  of  his  time  to  a 
careful  consideration  and  judicious  settlement 
of  the  labor  troubles  along  the  line.  This 
work  brought  him  into  national  prominence. 
In  the  previous  year  he  had  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  national  Republican  convention, 
and  was  likewise  honored  in  1888,  his  earnest 
support  of  John  Sherman's  presidential  can- 
didacy in  the  latter  having  a  strong  bearing 
on  his  own  political  career. 

Briefly  retracing  Mr.  Hanna's  business  ca- 
reer, it  should  be  noted  that  in  1872  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cleveland  Trans- 
portation Company,  which  built  a  fine  line  of 
steamers  for  the  Lake  Superior  iron  trade, 
being  at  times  its  general  manager  and  one  of 
its  directors.  In  1881  he  organized  the  West 
Republic  Mining  Company,  of  Marquette 
county,  Michigan,  of  which  he  was  iong  presi- 
dent, and  in  the  following  year  established  the 
Pacific  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  with  head- 
quarters at  St.  Paul.  In  1882  he  purchased  a 
controlling  interest  in  the  West  Side  Street 
Railway  Company,  and  was  at  the  head  of 
the  consolidated  interests  of  the  local  lines  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Further,  as  director 
of  the  Globe  Iron  Works,  and  as  one  of  the 
founders  and  president  of  the  Union  National 
Bank,  he  materially  assisted  in  making  Cleve- 
land one  of  the  leading  shipbuilding  and 
financial  centers  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  also  the  builder  and  owner  of  the  hand- 
some Euclid  Avenue  Opera  House,  and  was 
for  a  number  of  years  president  of  the  Herald 
Publishing  Company.  So  that  Cleveland,  as 
a  city,  is  his  debtor  manyfold. 

(  )n  March  2,  1897,  ^lr-  Hanna  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  United  States  senate  1>\  Gov- 
ernor Bushnell  to  till  the  vacancy  caused'  by  the 
resignation  of  John  Sherman  to  become  secre- 
tary of  state  in  the  McKinley  cabinet.  His 
term  expired  in  January.    1898,  when  lie  was 


elected  for  the  full  six  years'  term  and  was  re- 
elected in  1904.  During  his  service  as  United 
States  senator  Mr.  Hanna  never  failed,  when 
opportunity  offered,  to  appear  as  a  friend  of 
peace  and  compromise  in  all  industrial  dis- 
putes, and  in  190]  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  National  Civic  Federation,  organized  to 
consider  the  vexatious  questions  of  trusts, 
tariff  and  taxation.  The  final  verdict  of  his- 
tory will  be  that  the  nation  at  large  has  the 
deepest  cause  for  gratitude  to  Marc  Hanna 
because  of  his  continuous  and  disinterested 
efforts  to  bring  about  more  fraternal  relations 
between  the  employer  and  employed.  He  died 
February  15,  1904. 

Frederick  L.  Taft. — A  native  son  of  the 
Western  Reserve  who  is  well  upholding  the 
prestige  of  a  name  honored  in  the  annals  of 
this  historic  section  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and 
who  has  marked  by  distinctive  personal  ac- 
complishment a  place  of  his  own  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar,  as  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  as  a  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party  in  his  native  commonwealth, 
is  Judge  Frederick  L.  Taft,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  as  a  member  of  the  representative 
firm  of  Smith,  Taft  &  Arter,  and  who  is  a 
scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  Trumbull  county. 

Frederick  L.  Taft  was  born  in  Braceville, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber. 1870.  and  is  a  son  of  Newton  A.  and 
Laura  A.  (Humphrey  I  Taft.  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  England,  where  the  re- 
spective families  were  founded  in  the  colonial 
epoch  of  our  national  history.  The  ancestral 
line  in  which  the  genealogy  of  the  subject  of 
this  review  is  traced  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  present  distinguished  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  whom  it  has  been  given  to 
significantly  honor  the  name,  the  nation  and 
his  home  state  of  Ohio.  The  family  name 
has  been  linked  with  the  history  of  Trumbull 
county.  (  )hio,  since  the  pioneer  days,  and  in 
the  records  touching  that  county  may  be 
found  in  this  publication  due  representation  of 
its  members.  Hon.  Matthew  Birchard,  a 
great-uncle  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  was  one  of  the  early  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  long 
held  prestige  as  one  of  the  leading  legists  and 
jurists  of  northern  Ohio. 

Judge  Frederick  L.  Taft  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  state  for  his  early 
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educational  discipline,  which  included  a  course 
in  the  Newton  Falls  high  school,  in  which  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1886.  He  then  entered  Mount  Union  Col- 
lege, in  which  he  was  graduated  in  1889  and 
from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bache- 
lor of  Arts.  After  teaching  for  a  short  period 
in  the  public  schools  of  Trumbull  count}', 
he  was  matriculated  in  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School,  and  then  carried  forward  a  careful 
reading  of  law  under -the  effective  preceptor- 
ship  of  Judge  Joel  W.  Tyler.  On  the  1st  of 
December,  1891,  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native 
state. 

Judge  Taft,  mindful  of  the  exactions  and 
responsibilities  of  his  profession,  entered  into 
practice  with  singleness  of  devotion,  an?  thus 
his  success  followed  as  a  normal  sequel,  as 
he  was  amply  fortified  by  natural  predilection 
and  effective  technical  training.  He  located 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in  May,  1898,  he 
was  appointed  assistant  county  solicitor  of 
Cuyahoga  count)-,  and  of  this  office  he  con- 
tinued incumbent  until  October  1,  1901,  when 
he  resigned  to  devote  his  attention  to  the 
general  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which 
he  has  gained  definite  precedence  and  a  se- 
cure reputation.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
prominent  law  firm  of  Smith,  Taft  &  Arter, 
whose  clientage  is  of  representative  order  and 
whose  business  is  large  and  varied. 

In  1906  Governor  Harris  appointed  him  to 
fill  a  vacancy  on  the  bench  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  Cuyahoga  county,  and  at 
the  ensuing  convention  of  the  Republican 
part\-  in  the  count}-  he  was  nominated  for 
the  office  by  acclamation.  He  made  an  excel- 
lent record  during  the  short  time  he  presided 
on  the  bench,  showing  clue  judicial  acumen  and 
appreciation,  but  he  met  with  defeat  in  the 
ensuing  election,  which  was  disastrous  to  the 
entire  part}'  ticket,  though  he  ran  several  thou- 
sand votes  better  than  the  other  judicial  can- 
didate. 

Judge  Taft  has  been  from  the  time  of  at- 
taining his  majority  an  ardent  and  effective 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  activities  have  been  marked  by  good 
generalship  and  by  numerous  party  prefer- 
ments. He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican 
committee  for  the  Twenty-first  congressional 
district  of  Ohio  in  1896 'and  of  the  Repub- 
lican executive  committees  for  Cuyahoga 
county  and  the  city  of  Cleveland  in   1897.     In 


1900  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  central 
committee,  and  he  has  served  many  times  as 
a  delegate  to  the  city,  county  and  state  con- 
ventions of  his  party.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  last  two  conventions  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Cleveland — those  of  1907  and  1908. 
In  1908  Judge  Taft  had  the  distinction  of 
being  a  delegate  to  the  national  Republican 
convention,  in  Chicago,  that  nominated  for 
the  presidency  his  distinguished  kinsman, 
President  Taft,  from  the  Twenty-first  con- 
gressional district  of  Ohio. 

As  an  appreciative  member  of  the  time- 
honored  Masonic  fraternity,  Judge  Taft  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  after  having 
duly  completed  the  circle  of  the  York  Rite 
bodies.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  adjunct 
organization,  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  district 
deputy  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  affiliated  with  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  college  fraternity  and 
the  Phi  Delta  Phi  law  fraternity.  He  also 
holds  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  is  an  active  and  valued 
member  of  the  Cleveland  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. He  holds  membership  in  the  Union 
Club  of  Cleveland  and  the  Columbus  Club,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  besides  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  alma 
mater.  Mount  Union  College.  Judge  Taft  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Methodist 
church  of  Cleveland. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1901,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Judge  Taft  to  Miss 
Mary  Alice  Arter,  daughter  of  Frank  A. 
Arter,  of  Cleveland,  and  a  sister  of  Charles 
K.  Arter,  one  of  his  professional  associates  in 
the  firm  of  Smith,  Taft  &  Arter.  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Taft  have  three  sons,  whose  names,  with 
respective  dates  of  birth,  are  here  noted: 
Kingsley  Arter,  July  19,  1903 ;  Charles  New- 
ton, December  14,  1904;  and  Frederick  L., 
Jr.,  August  15,  1906. 

George  Hayden. — Among  those  who  are 
ably  upholding  the  high  prestige  of  the  bench 
and  bar  of  the  Western  Reserve  is  Judge 
George  Hayden,  who  is  judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  in  Medina  county,  and  who  had 
previously  gained  prominence  as  a  member 
of  the  bar  of  this,  his  native,  count}-.  He  is 
a  scion  of  one  of  the  representative  pioneer 
families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  it  was 
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his  to  honor  this  favored  section  by  his  gal- 
lant services  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Judge  Hayden  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Sharon,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1840.  and  is  a  son  of  Hiram  K.  and 
Emeline  (Briggs)  Hayden.  His  father  was 
born  in  Springfield  township.  Summit  county, 
which  was  then  a  portion  of  Medina  county, 
on  the  9th  of  August,  1815.  He  was  a  son 
of  Samuel  M.  Hayden,  a  native  of  Litchfield 
county.  Connecticut,  and  a  member  of  a  fam- 
ily which  was  founded  in  New  England  in 
the  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  history. 
Samuel  M.  Hayden  came  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve in  18 17  and  settled  in  Wadsworth  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  where  he  became  promi- 
nent and  influential  as  a  citizen  in  the  pioneer 
region.  He  reclaimed  a  considerable  tract  of 
land  in  what  is  now  Summit  county  and  later 
took  up  his  abode  in  Sharon  township,  in 
Medina  county,  as  at  present  constituted.  Here 
both  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  residue  of 
their  lives.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Asenath  Sprague,  and  her  parents  were 
numbered  among  the  very  early  settlers  of 
Medina  county. 

Hiram  K.  Hayden  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Sharon 
township,  and  his  early  educational  privileges 
were  those  afforded  in  the  pioneer  schools. 
He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  had 
attained  to  his  legal  majority  and  eventually 
became  the  owner  of  a  wild  place,  but  which 
became  a  well  improved  landed  estate  of 
Sharon  townsbip,  where  he  continued  to  be 
actively  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits 
during  the  remainder  of  his  active  career. 
He  was  a  man  of  utmost  rectitude,  of  strong 
and  vigorous  mentality  and  of  indefatigable  en- 
ergy, so  that  he  contributed  in  due  quota  to  the 
civic  and  material  development  and  upbuilding 
of  his  home  county,  where  he  was  ever  held  in 
unqualified  confidence  and  esteem.  He  passed 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  citv  of  Me- 
dina, where  lie  died  in  1893.  In  politics  he  was 
originally  an  old-line  Whig,  but  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party  at  the  time 
of  its  organization  and  thereafter  continued  a 
zealous  supporter  of  its  cause.  He  held  va- 
rious local  offices  of  minor  importance  and 
was  a  man  whose  influence  was  ever  exerted 
in  support  of  worthy  measures  ami  enter- 
prises. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted 
members  of,  and  affiliated  with,  the  Univer- 
salis! church.  A-  a  young  man,  Hiram  K. 
Hayden  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eme- 


line Briggs.  who  was  then  a  resident  of 
Sharon,  Medina  county.  She  was  born  in 
picturesque  old  Berkshire  county,  Massachu- 
setts, where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  and 
as  a  young  woman  she  was  a  successful  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  North  Adams,  Northamp- 
ton, Windham,  Hillsdale  and  Taunton,  Massa- 
chusetts. She  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Abigail  (Hathaway)  Briggs,  both  of  whom 
were  likewise  natives  of  the  old  Bay  state 
and  members  of  staunch  old  families  of  colo- 
nial lineage.  Airs.  Emeline  Hayden  was  a 
woman  of  culture  and  of  gracious  and  gentle 
personality,  so  that  she  drew  to  herself  the 
warm  regard  of  all  who  came  within  the 
sphere  of  her  influence.  She  died  in  Sharon, 
in  1879.  Of  the  three  children,  only  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  now  living. 

Judge  George  Hayden,  to  whom  this  sketch 
is  dedicated,  gained  his  rudimentary  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  township 
and  later  continued  his  studies  in  a  private 
school  conducted  by  Professor  Barnard,  an 
able  educator,  in  Medina.  In  the  meanwhile 
he  assisted  in  the  work  and  management  of 
the  home  farm. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  there 
came  to  Judge  Hayden  the  call  of  higher  duty, 
and  be  made  prompt  response  to  President 
Lincoln's  first  request  for  volunteers.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1 861,  soon  after  attaining  to  his  legal 
majority,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Forty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  re- 
verts with  satisfaction  to  the  fact  that  the 
commander  of  bis  regiment  was  Colonel  James 
A.  Garfield,  who  later  was  to  attain  to  the 
rank  of  general  and  finally  to  become  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  command  pro- 
ceeded to  the  front  and  with  the  same  Judge 
Hayden  took  part  in  all  engagements  till  his 
discbarge,  in  all  of  which  he  acquitted  himself 
with  the  gallantry  of  a  true  son  of  the  repub- 
lic. He  participated  in  the  memorable  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  as  did  also  bis  brother,  Henry 
S.,  who  was  a  member  of  the  same  regiment, 
and  during  one  of  the  engagements  at  this 
point  the  brother  was  wounded,  dying  Janu- 
ary 25,  1863.  When  lying  almost  at  the  point 
of  death,  the  young  soldier  was  placed  upon 
a  transport,  in  care  of  bis  brother.  Judge  Hay- 
den. and  upon  the  same  boat  were  about  seven 
hundred  other  Union  soldiers,  the  greater 
number  of  whom  were  suffering  from  wounds 
or  other  illness,  so  that  the  care  of  all  de- 
volved upon  a  little  band  of  not  more  than 
nine  of  those  not  afflicted.     Henrv  S.  Havden 
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died  while  en  route  to  St.  Louis,  and  so  great 
were  the  care  and  tension  which  fell  upon 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  that  he  also  became 
seriously  ill  after  the  death  of  his  brother, 
and  was  finally  sent  home  on  surgeon's  certifi- 
cate of  disability.  He  received  his  honorable 
discharge  at  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
1863,  and  his  health  thereafter  remained  so 
greatly  impaired  that  he  was  not  again  able 
to  enter  active  service,  though  he  did  much  in 
a  private  way  to  support  the  cause  in  which 
he  had  fought  on  the  sanguinary  fields  of  the 
south. 

During  the  fall  of  1861,  Judge  Hayden  went 
to  Hiram,  Ohio,  where  he  matriculated  as  a 
student  in  Hiram  College,  in  which  institu- 
tion he  continued  his  studies  for  a  short  time, 
and  until  enlistment  in  the  Forty-second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  meanwhile  devot- 
ing his  attention  to  teaching  at  intervals  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ohio.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  court  of  Medina  county, 
of  which  office  he  remained  incumbent,  by  re- 
election, for  six  consecutive  years.  In  the 
meanwhile  he  had  carefully  prosecuted  the 
study  of  law  while  clerk  of  courts,  and  with 
the  added  advantages  of  his  coincident  offi- 
cial experience,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  as  clerk  of  the  courts  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio,  upon  examina- 
tion before  the  supreme  court,  in  Columbus, 
in  March,  1881.  He  forthwith  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in  Me- 
dina, where  he  met  with  distinctive  success, 
and  where  he  gained  recognition  as  an  able 
trial  lawyer  and  safe  and  well  fortified  coun- 
selor. He  built  up  a  practice  that  w:as  of  sub- 
stantial and  representative  order  and  he  con- 
tinued to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  the 
same  until  [900,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  term  of  five 
years.  In  1905  he  was  chosen  as  his  own  suc- 
cessor in  this  office,  and  his  second  term  will 
expire  in  the  14th  of  January,  1911.  Judge 
Hayden  has  shown  in  his  services  on  the 
bench  no!  only  his  broad,  concise  and  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  the  law.  but  also  that  he  has 
the  true  judicial  temperament,  so  that  his 
course  has  met  with  unequivocal  endorsement 
on  the  part  of  the  bar  of  the  county  and  the 
public  in  general.  He  maintains  a  high  ap- 
preciation of  his  stewardship  and  his  rulings 
have  been  marked  by  wise  discrimination  in 
the  summing  up  of  evidence  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  law  to  the  cause  presented.  Few 
of  his  decisions  have  met  with  adverse  ruling 


in  the  higher  courts,  and  he  has  shown  un- 
abating  energy  in  systematizing  and  expedit- 
ing the  work  of  his  court. 

In  politics  Judge  Hayden  gives  a  staunch  al- 
legiance to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  ad- 
mirably fortified  in  his  opinions  as  to  matters 
of  public  polity  and  general  political  expedi- 
ency. He  is  a  valued  comrade  of  H.  G.  Blake 
Post,  No.  169,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
in  Medina,  and  is  identified  with  other  organ- 
izations. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1864,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Judge  Hayden  to 
Miss  Helen  G.  Brown,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Adelaide  (Bentley)  Brown,  of  Sharon  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  she  was 
born  and  reared.  Joseph  Brown  was  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  of  Sharon  town- 
ship, and  both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to 
reside  in  Medina  county  until  their  death. 
Mrs.  Helen  G.  Hayden  died  at  Medina,  Ohio, 
August  14,  1907,  and  left  surviving  her,  be- 
sides her  husband,  one  daughter,  Edna  Ger- 
trude, now  the  wife  of  A.  V.  Andrews,  an 
attorney  of  Norwalk,  Ohio.  Judge  Hayden 
continues  to  live  at  the  old  home  in  Medina. 

Samuel  Mather,  member  of  the  widely 
known  firm  of  Pickands,  Mather  &  Company, 
miners  and  dealers  of  iron  and  coal,  is  one 
of  the  ablest  business  men  and  most  prominent 
capitalists  of  the  Western  Reserve;  one  of 
those  broad  figures  in  the  financial,  commer- 
cial and  industrial  world,  the  variety  and  ex- 
tent of  whose  interests  are  a  constant  cause 
of  wonder  in  the  minds  of  the  untrained  and 
uninitiated.  It  may  be  added  that  even  the 
associates  of  Mr.  Mather  often  Wonder  at 
the  apparent  ease  with  which  he  manages  the 
many  and  great  enterprises  with  which  he  is 
identified,  both  keeping  them  stable  and  in- 
variably giving  them  a  forward  impetus. 

A  native  of  Cleveland,  Samuel  Mather  was 
born  on  the  13th  of  July,  J 85 1,  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  Livingston  and  Georgiana  Pome- 
roy  ( Woolson )  Mather.  The  founder  of  the 
American  family  was  Rev.  Richard  Mather, 
a  native  of  Lowton.  parish  of  Winwick,  Lan- 
cashire, England,  where  he  was  born  in  1596. 
Himself  of  an  ancient  family  of  gentlemen,  he 
entered  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  in  [618, 
and  in  the  following  year  was  ordained  as  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  at  Toxteth  Park.  Liver- 
pool, and  Prescott,  Lancashire.  Upon  his  sus- 
pension from  the  Established  church  for  non- 
conformity,   he    emigrated    to    Massachusetts, 
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in  1635  locating  at  Dorchester  (now  a  part 
of  Boston),  where  he  preached  until  his  death 
in  1669.  He  was  of  that  famous  family  of 
divines  who  did  so  much  to  make  Boston  the 
religious  and  intellectual  center  of  Xew  Eng- 
land, the  historic  Increase  Mather  (brother 
of  Timothy)  being  born  in  Dorchester  three 
years  after  the  coming  of  Richard,  and  com- 
mencing to  come  into  his  greatest  fame  about 
the  time  of  the  latter's  death.  Rev.  Richard 
Mather  married,  in  September,  1624,  Cather- 
ine Holt,  daughter  of  Edmund  Holt,  of  Bury 
Lancashire.  The  line  of  descent  to  Samuel 
Mather  is  through  Timothy  (1628-1684)  and 
Richard  (1653-1688),  of  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts;   Samuel  ( 1684-1725),  Richard  1712- 

),    Samuel    (1745 ),    of    Lyme,    and 

Samuel  (1771-1854),  of  Middleton,  Connecti- 
cut; and  Samuel  Livingston  Mather  (1817- 
1890),  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Samuel  L.  Mather, 
the  father,  was  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
and  prominent  citizens  of  that  city,  being  presi- 
dent of  the  Cleveland  Iron  Mining  Company, 
Iron  Cliffs  Company  and  the  Mercantile  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  a  director  of  the  American 
Sheet  and  Boiler  Plate  Company,  the  Ameri- 
can Rolling  Mill  and  other  like  institutions. 
He  was  long  a  leading  Episcopalian  of  the 
city,  serving  for  many  years  as  senior  warden, 
treasurer  and  vestryman  of  Trinity  parish.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  Republican.  On  September 
24,  1850,  Samuel  L.  Mather  married  Miss 
Georgiana  Pomeroy  Woolson,  granddaughter 
of  James  Fenimore  Cooper,  the  famous  novel- 
ist of  early  years,  and  sister  of  the  later  writer. 
Constance  Fenimore  YYoolson.  Airs.  Geor- 
giana Mather  died  November  2,  1853.  and  on 
June  11.  1856,  Mr.  Mather  married  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth L.  Gwin,  the  surviving  widow.  The 
father  died  in  October,  1890. 

Samuel  Mather,  of  this  biography,  obtained 
the  early  portion  of  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Cleveland,  and  completed  his 
studies  at  St.  Mark's  School.  Southborough, 
Massachusetts.  Since  leaving  school  and  re- 
turning to  Cleveland,  there  are  few  fields 
either  of  business  or  finance  into  which  he 
has  not  entered  with  ability  and  success.  On 
January  1,  1883.  with  J.  C.  Morse  and  Colonel 
Jay  Pickands.  Mr.  Mather  founded  the  firm 
of  Pickands,  Mather  &  Company,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  senior  partner.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  founders  and  an  original  director 
of  the  Federal  Steel  Company,  and  is  now  a 
director  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company, 
Cleveland  Cliffs  Iron  Company,  United  States 


Steel  Corporation  and  of  other  companies  and 
banks  too  numerous  to  mention.  His  civic 
and  other  outside  relations  are  equally  broad. 
He  is  president  of  the  Cleveland  Civic  Federa- 
tion and  a  member  of  the  National  Civic  Fed- 
eration and  the  National  American  Red  Cross; 
is  also  actively  identified  with  the  Cleveland 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  treasurer,  and  was  on  the  Board  of 
Visitors  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy 
(1909).  His  lineage  and  family  history  give 
him  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  no  citizen  of  Cleveland  has 
been  more  generous  of  time  or  means  in  the 
maintenance  and  furtherance  of  charitable  and 
religious  movements  than  Mr.  Mather.  As 
an  Episcopalian  of  long  and  prominent  stand- 
ing, he  has  served  as  senior  warden  and  ves- 
tryman of  Trinity  parish  for  many  years,  and 
largely  assisted  in  building  Trinity  cathedral 
and  Lakeside  hospital,  as  well  as  in  maintain- 
ing the  Western  Reserve  University,  Hiram 
House  and  Goodrich  House  (social  settle- 
ments), the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  many  other  char- 
ities. Although  a  citizen  of  such  marked  in- 
fluence in  so  many  ways,  he  has  never  sought 
public  office,  either  directly  or  through  his 
numerous  associates  of  political  power. 

In  October,  1881,  Mr.  Mather  wedded  Miss 
Flora  Amelia  Stone,  daughter  of  Amasa 
Stone,  who  was  descended  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Gregory  Stone,  an  English  yeo- 
man of  Kent,  who  came  to  America  from 
Ipswich  in  1635.  Her  father  was  one  of  the 
foremost  engineers  and  railroad  administra- 
tors of  the  country,  being  at  different  times 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Shore,  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  New  Haven,  Hartford 
it  Springfield,  and  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheel- 
ing, all  of  which  he  engineered  in  part  or 
whole.  He  constructed  long-span  bridges  (of 
which  he  was  the  pioneer  in  this  country), 
iron  mills,  woolen  mills,  car  works  and  other 
great  plants,  and,  in  his  administrative  and 
executive  capacity,  acted,  at  various  times,  as 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  Merchants' 
Bank,  Commercial  National  Bank  and  others 
of  Cleveland  and  Ohio,  and  president  of  the 
Mercer  Iron  and  Coal  Company.  Mr.  Stone 
was  the  trusted  friend  and  adviser  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  during  the  Civil  war  period,  his 
generous  philanthropy  and  broad  public  spirit 
making  him  no  less  loved  than  his  practical 
abilities  made  him  widely  respected.  Among 
the  institutions  which  he  founded  may  be  men- 
tioned  Adelbert   College,    Children's   Aid   So- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


717 


ciety  and  the  Home  for  Aged  Women,  all  of 
Cleveland.  .Mrs.  Mather  received  her  educa- 
tion at  Miss  Guilford's  select  school  in  Cleve- 
land and.  like  her  husband,  has  been  active  in 
the  higher  movements  of  the  city  in  which 
her  father  was  so  large  and  fine  a  figure.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Mather  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, as  follows :  Samuel  Livingston,  born 
August  22,  1882,  who  graduated  from  the 
Cleveland  University  School  in  1901  and  Yale 
College  in  1905,  married  Miss  Grace  Flemming 
Harman.  June  28,  1906,  and  is  identified  with 
the  Cleveland  Cliffs  Iron  Company ;  Amasa 
Stone,  born  August  20,  1884,  also  a  graduate 
of  the  Cleveland  University  School  (1903) 
ami  Yale  College  (1907),  who  is  connected 
with  the  business  of  Pickands,  Mather  &  Com- 
pany;  Constance,  born  September  21,  1889, 
who  was  educated  at  the  Hathaway  Brown 
and  Briarcliff  schools;  and  Philip  Richard 
Mather,  who  was  born  April  19,  1894,  and  is 
now  a  student  at  the  Cleveland  University 
school,  where  both  his  brothers  have  received 
their  preparatorv  training  before  entering 
Ya'e. 

In  conclusion,  it  seems  fitting  to  take  up 
the  bright  and  prominent  genealogical  threads 
of  the  Mather  family  and  trace  them  more  in 
fletail  than  has  already  been  done.  Timothy 
Mather,  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  the  first 
of  the  name  to  be  born  in  America,  and  a 
direct  ancestor  of  Samuel,  of  this  biography, 
was  the  brother  of  Increase  Mather,  sixth 
president  of  Harvard  College,  whose  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  the  first  granted  in 
this  country — and  the  uncle  of  Rev.  Cotton 
Mather,  even  more  illustrious  than  this  father 
as  author,  patriot  and  divine.  Timothy's  first 
son,  Rev.  Samuel  Mather,  was  a  graduate  of 
Harvard,  a  minister  of  Windsor,  Connecticut, 
and  Hue  of  the  founders  of  Yale  College  in 
1700.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Robert  Treat,  governor  of  Connecticut.  Elias 
ami  Sylvester  Mather,  brothers  of  the  second 
Samuel  Mather,  of  Lyme,  that  state,  were 
both  active  captains  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Other  noteworthy  connections  of  the  family 
are  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry.  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards and  John  Hay  (former  secretary  of 
state),  win)  married  Miss  Clara  Stone,  sister 
of  Mrs.  Samuel  Mather. 

George  W.  Crouse. — It  was  given  George 
W.  Crouse  to  sain  prominence  and  a  large 
measure  1  f  success  in   the  business  world,   to 


make  definite  impress  upon  the  industrial  and 
commercial  activities  of  his  native  city  and 
state,  and  to  retain  in  all  the  relations  of  life 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 
He  was  one  of  the  venerable  and  popular  citi- 
zens of  Akron,  a  member  of  one  of  the  ster- 
ling pioneer  families  of  Summit  count),  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  and  one  who  served 
in  various  offices  of  public  trust,  including 
that  of  member  of  Congress  from  the  district 
in  which  virtually  his  entire  life  was  passed. 
Honors  and  distinction  come  only  when  mer- 
ited, and  the  record  of  Mr.  Crouse  is  one  which 
indicates  beyond  peradventure  his  legitimate 
hold  upon  the  regard  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends. 
Many  of  the  leading  industrial  enterprises  of 
Akron  enlisted  his  capitalistic  ami  executive 
support,  and  among  the  more  prominent  con- 
cerns with  which  he  was  identified  as  a  stock- 
holder may  be  mentioned  the  following:  The 
Buckeye  Mower  &  Reaper  Works  the  Whit- 
man &  Barnes  Manufacturing  Company,  the 
B.  F.  Goodrich  Company  (Akron  Rubber 
Works),  the  Thomas  Phillips  Company,  the 
Akron  Iron  Company,  the  Akron  Woolen  & 
Felt  Company,  the  Diamond  Match  Company, 
and  the  Selle  Gear  Works. 

Mr.  Crouse  was  born  in  Tallmadge  town- 
ship, Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember, 1832,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Margaret  H.  (  Robinson ) ,  Crouse,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  German  lineage,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  Irish  ancestry.  The  Crouse  family  was 
founded  in  America  in  the  colonial  era  of  our 
national  history,  and  the^aternal  grandfather 
of  I  leorge  Crouse  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the 
continental  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
in  one  of  whose  battles  he  fell,  a  martyr  to 
the  noble  cause  of  independence.  The  family 
name  has  long  been  identified  with  the  annals 
of  Ohio,  and  in  Summit  county  it  fell  to  the 
portion  of  George  Crouse  to  reclaim  a  farm 
from  the  virgin  forest  and  to  become  one  of 
the  honored  ami  influential  citizens  of  Green 
township,  where  both  he  and  bis  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  their  death,  and  where 
they  reared  their  family  of  ten  children.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  were  folk  of  sterling  character, 
well  meriting  the  esteem  in  which  they  were 
uniformly  held  in  the  county  in  which  they 
were  pioneers. 

( )n    the    old    homestead    farm    George    W. 
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Crouse,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  maturity,  and  from  his  boy- 
hood days  he  contributed  his  quota  to  its 
work,  the  while  waxing  strong  in  mind  and 
body  through  the  invigorating  discipline  ever 
given  those  who  thus  live  close  to  nature.  He 
duly  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools,  and  when  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  began  teaching.  For  five  years  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  teaching  in  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  terms  and  in  the 
summers  found  occupation  in  farm  work.  He 
had  by  this  time  sufficiently  impressed  his  in- 
dividuality upon  the  people  of  his  native 
county  to  gain  their  good-will  and  confidence, 
and  this  was  shown  when,  in  1855,  he  was 
tendered  the  position  of  deputy  county  treas- 
urer. He  accepted  this  office  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Akron,  where  he  remained  incum- 
bent of  the  position  noted  and  also  served  as 
deputy  county  auditor  until  1858,  when  he  was 
elected  county  auditor.  In  this  office  he  made 
so  excellent  a  record  as  to  insure  his  re- 
election in  i860,  but  before  the  expiration  of 
his  second  term  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  out 
an  unexpired  term  in  the  office  of  county 
treasurer,  owing  to  the  death  of  the  regularly 
elected  incumbent.  These  preferments,  ac- 
corded him  while  he  was  still  a  young  man, 
indicate  the  popular  appreciation  of  his  execu- 
tive ability  and  of  his  signal  integrity  of  pur- 
pose, which  dominated  his  entire  career. 

Mr.  Crouse  was  thus  an  official  of  his  native 
county  at  the  inception  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
in  his  official  capacity  and  as  a  private  citizen 
he  did  all  in  his  power  in  support  of  the  cause 
of  the  Union.  He  was  active  in  securing  vol- 
unteers and  in  making  proper  provision  for 
them,  by  securing  favorable  action  on  the  part 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  Finally, 
in  May,  1864,  he  himself  enlisted,  in  the  one 
hundred  days'  service.  He  became  a  private 
in  Company  F.  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  command 
he  was  in  service,  principally  on  the  Potomac, 
until  August,  1864,  when  he  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  also  further 
manifested  his  interest  in  his  old  comrades  in 
arm;  by  retaining  affiliation  in  the  Ohio  Com- 
mandery  of  the  Military  ( )rder  of  the  Loyal 
Legion -of  the  United  States.  He  was  made 
a  third-degree  member  of  this  commanderv  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  and  at  his  death 
had  the  distinction  of  bring  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  comrnandery  holding  this  degree,  so 


that  he  naturally  found  much  satisfaction  in 
wearing  the  tri-color  insignia  to  which  he  was 
thus  entitled.  The  Soldiers'  Memorial  Chapel 
in  Akron,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  structures 
of  the  kind  in  the  state,  was  secured  largely 
through  his  efforts  and  personal  munificence. 

In  1863  Mr.  Crouse  was  chosen  secretary 
of  the  Akron  Board  of  Trade,  which  has  ever 
maintained  high  civic  ideals,  and  he  later  be- 
came specially  active  in  this  and  other  connec- 
tions in  encouraging  and  promoting  .the  loca- 
tion of  manufacturing  industries  in  Akron, 
now  known  as  one  of  the  leading  manufactur- 
ing cities  of  the  same  comparative  population 
in  the  entire  Union.  In  1863  also  Mr.  Crouse 
became  the  financial  manager  for  the  local  in- 
terests of  C.  Aultman  &  Company,  of  Canton, 
Ohio,  who  were  erecting  a  branch  factory  in 
Akron,  and  later  he  became  financial  man- 
ager of  the  initial  plant  of  what  is  now  one 
of  the  greatest  manufacturing  concerns  in 
Ohio — the  Buckeye  Mower  &  Reaper  Works. 
When  a  stock  company  was  organized  and  in- 
corporated for  the  carrying  forward  of  this 
industry,  in  1865,  Mr.  Crouse  became  the  first 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  later  was  made 
president  of  the  corporation,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  did  much  to  further  the  upbuilding  of 
the  great  enterprise.  Few,  indeed,  of  the 
larger  and  more  substantial  industrial  con- 
cerns of  Akron  have  failed  to  profit  from  tht 
counsel  and  material  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Crouse,  and  his  reputation  as  a  business  man 
of  great  capacity  and  marked  initiative  power 
has  been  reinforced  by  years  of  productive 
energy  and  close  application.  In  1870  he  was 
one  of  those  concerned  in  the  organization 
and  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  Akron,  and 
he  was  a  director  and  executive  officer  of  tin- 
institution  until  1890,  when  he  became  presi- 
dent of  the  City  National  Bank,  of  which  posi- 
tion he  continued  in  tenure  until  1893.  For  a 
time  he  was  proprietor  of  the  Akron  Beacon, 
and  in  divers  other  channels  of  useful  activity 
has  his  beneficent  influence  been  exerted. 

In  politics  Mr.  Crouse  had  ever  given  an 
unwavering  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  the  promotion  of  its  interests  his  efforts 
were  admirably  directed,  the  while  he  has 
been  in  turn  honored  by  the  party,  through 
which  he  had  been  chosen  to  various  offices 
of  public  trust  aside  from  those  already  men- 
tioned. In  1S72  lie  was  elected  county  com- 
missioner, and  in  this  office  he  served  three 
years.  In  1885  he  was  the  candidate  of  his 
party   for  the  office  of  state  senator  and   was 
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elected  by  a  flattering  majority.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  con- 
gress, as  representative  of  the  Eighteenth  con- 
gressional district  of  Ohio,  and  during  his 
term  he  made  his  influence  tangibly  felt  in 
the  promotion  of  wise  legislation.  He  was 
an  able  representative  of  a  state  that  has  sent 
to  the  halls  of  Congress  many  a  distinguished 
citizen,  and  he  was  fully  appreciative  of  the 
honor  thus  conferred  upon  him  by  his  native 
commonwealth.  In  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  home  city  Mr. 
Crouse  had  ever  shown  a  lively  and  helpful 
interest.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council  and  as  president  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation. He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Buchtel  College,  one  of  the  valued 
institutions  of  Akron,  and  one  of  his  gifts  to 
this  college  is  the  Crouse  gymnasium,  which 
stands  as  a  perpetual  monument  to  his  gener- 
osity and  public  spirit.  Mr.  Crouse  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  belonged 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

On  the  1 8th  of  October,  1859,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Crouse  to  Miss 
Martha  K.  Parsons,  who  was  born  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Edward  and  Clementine  (  Kingsley)  Parsons. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crouse  have  one  son  and  four 
daughters:  Martha  P.,  Julia  M.,  Mary  R., 
Nellie  J.  and  George  W.,  Jr.  The  only  son 
is  a  prominent  manufacturer  and  representa- 
tive business  man  of  Akron,  where  he  is  ably 
upholding  the  prestige  of  the  honored  name 
which  he  bears.  Air.  Crouse,  Sr.,  died  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1905. 

Orlando  John  Hodge. — A  soldier  of  the 
Mexican  war,  first  clerk  of  the  Cleveland  po- 
lice court ;  president  of  the  Connecticut  sen- 
ate ;  president  of  the  Cleveland  city  council ; 
speaker  of  the  Ohio  House  of  Representatives  ; 
editor  and  owner  of  an  influential  paper  for 
a  decade;  president  of  the  Early  Settlers'  As- 
sociation: president  of  the  New  England  So- 
ciety; president  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  :  vice-president  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve Historical  Society  ;  a  qualified  member 
of  the  bar :  a  large  owner  and  dealer  in  real 
estate,  and  president  of  various  business  cor- 
porations— these  are  simply  rough  milestones 
in  the  broad,  varied  and  useful  career  of  Hon. 
Orlando  J.  Hodge,  of  Cleveland,  a  venerable 
citizen,  now  in  his  eighty-second  year.  He 
is  one  of  the  few  men  living  who  has  been  an 
active  Republican   from   the   founding  of  the 


party,  and  who  has  voted  for  Lincoln  and 
every  Republican  presidential  candidate  since. 
For  many  years  he  has  also  been  a  leader  both 
in  humane  activities  and  legislation.  The  big 
humane  society  of  Cleveland  he  founded  nearly 
forty  years  ago,-  and  now  (1910)  is  its  presi- 
dent. He  has  done  much  in  the  making  of 
history  himself,  and  is  widely  known  in  the 
literary  field,  both  as  an  investigator  and  a 
contributor. 

Mr.  Hodge  comes  of  pioneer  Connecticut 
stock,  the  reputed  founder  of  the  family  in 
America  being  John  Hodge,  born  March  4, 
1643-4,  and  who  was  married,  August  12, 
1666,  to  Susanna  Denslow,  born  September 
3,  1646.  His  direct  line  then  descends  through 
Samuel,  born  October  4,  1686;  Benjamin, 
born  April  10,  1731  ;  Benjamin  II,  born  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1753;  and  Alfred,  the  father  of  Or- 
lando J.,  born  March  9,  1795.  It  is  probable 
that  John  Hodge,  the  American  progenitor, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts.  It  is  known  that 
he  was  a  farmer,  and  that  he  married,  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Connecticut,  and  there  died. 
So  that  it  is  historically  logical  to  call  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  as  of  Con- 
necticut origin.  Alfred  Hodge  married  Miss 
Sophia  English,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Anna 
(Caulkins)  English,  and  one  of  her  grand- 
fathers in  the  fourth  generation  back  was  Jo- 
siah  Dewey,  Admiral  Dewey's  grandfather  in 
the  sixth  generation.  The  father,  Alfred 
Hodge,  who  was  a  farmer,  served  in  the  wrar 
of  1812,  and  died  July  11,  1832.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  April  12, 
1795,  and  died  January  13,  1846,  in  Cleveland. 

Orlando  J.  Hodge  is  a  native  of  Hamburg, 
a  town  adjoining  Buffalo.  New  York,  and 
was  born  in  a  log  house,  November  25,  1828. 
His  father  died  of  cholera  when  the  boy  was 
less  than  four  years  old.  and  his  mother  died 
a  few  years  later.  Orlando  became  a  perma- 
nent resident  of  Cleveland  in  1842.  where  he 
was  first  employed  in  a  printing  office  at  a 
dollar  a  week  and  his  board,  his  chief  duty 
being  to  keep  the  forms  properly  inked  with 
a  big  hand  roller  while  the  press  work  was 
in  progress.  In  1847  ne  was  a  volunteer  in 
the  Mexican  war.  (  In  the  way  to  the  scene 
of  operations,  by  way  of  New  York,  the  At- 
lantic ami  the  Gulf,  the  vessel  on  which  he 
sailed  was  shipwrecked  and  lost,  but  he  was 
rescued  by  a  passing  ship,  taken  to  Cuba  and 
then  to  Mexico.  For  sixteen  months  the  youth 
carried  an  old  flint  musket,  and  then  returned 
to  Cleveland,  with  a  good  record.  As  a  forci- 
ble reminder  of  the  Mexican  war  and  a  com- 
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plete  bar  to  further  military  duty  on  his  part, 
ever  since  the  war  he  has  carried  two  wounds 
in  his  leg.  His  next  serious  business  was  to 
complete  his  education,  for  which  purpose 
he  attended  the  Geauga  (Ohio)  Seminary  in 
1849-51,  during  a  portion  of  this  period  hav- 
ing as  classmates  James  A.  Garfield  and  his 
future  wife,  Miss  Lucretia  Rudolph.  Two 
years  afterward  he  was  elected  first  clerk 
of  the  Cleveland  police  court,  by  the  largest 
vote  for  any  candidate  for  any  office  cast  at 
that  election.  This  was  the  commencement  of 
a  somewhat  remarkable  political  and  public 
career,  extending  into  two  states. 

In  i860  Colonel  Hodge  went  to  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  on  business  connected 
with  the  settlement  of  an  estate,  and  what  he 
planned  as  a  temporary  stay  was  lengthened 
into  a  residence  of  seven  years,  crowded  with 
important  events  of  his  life.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  Connecticut 
legislature,  and  to  the  senate  in  1864  and 
1865,  serving  as  president  of  the  upper  house 
in  the  latter  year,  although  he  was  the  young- 
est member  of  the  body.  And  the  significance 
of  the  selection  was  doubly  emphasized  by  the 
unanimous  vote  which  placed  him  in  the  pre- 
siding chair.  The  period  of  his  residence  in 
Connecticut  covered  that  of  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  twice  honored  by  Governor  Bucking- 
ham by  being  sent  to  the  front  on  special  mis- 
sions, thereby  acting  as  a  formally  appointed 
representative  of  the  state.  Six  years  he  was 
postmaster  of  the  village  of  Robertsville,  four 
years  deputy  United  States  collector  of  inter- 
nal revenue  and  one  year  a  member  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  Yale  College.  Certainly 
seven  eventful  and  most  creditable  years.  In 
1867  Mr.  Hodge  returned  to  Cleveland,  and 
a  few  years  later  was  again  called  to  serve 
the  public.  Three  times  he  was  elected  to 
the  city  council  (1871-77),  being  made  presi- 
dent in  1876,  and  a  fourth  term  in  1885-86. 
being  again  honored  with  the  presidency.  His 
career  as  a  state  legislator  in  Ohio  began  in 
1873.  with  his  election  to  the  Ohio  House  of 
Representatives.  Mr.  Hodge  served  in  the 
legislature  four  terms,  being  speaker ,pro  tern, 
in  1875  and  1876,  and  speaker  in  1882  and 
1883.  'The  constancy  and  the  ability  which 
he  manifested  in  the  support  of  Republicanism 
earned  him  the  nomination  for  Congress,  as  a 
representative  from  the  Twenty-first  district, 
in  1892,  but  the  Democratic  landslide  of  that 
vear,  which  elected  Grover  Cleveland,  buried 
him,  with  other  party  candidates.  Since  that 
vear,  although  his  standing  with  the  party  and 


the  public  is  as  high  as  ever,  he  has  not  been 
active  in  politics,  leaving  the  field  to  younger 
leaders. 

Mr.  Hodge's  journalistic  career  extended 
from  1878  to  1889,  during  which  period  he 
was  editor  and  chief  owner  of  the  Sun  and 
Voice.  In  1890  he  published  the  "Hodge 
Genealogy,"  and,  in  1892,  "Reminiscences." 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  during  its  entire  existence,  being 
one  of  the  members  of  the  original  Board  of 
Trade,  organized  July  7,  1848.  In  1893  he 
became  president  of  the  Economy  Building 
and  Loan  Company,  and  has  been  at  its  head 
ever  since;  is  also  president  of  the  Lion  Oil 
Company,  and,  as  stated,  has  long  been  a 
large  dealer  in  and  owner  of  real  estate.  In 
the  course  of  his  long  and  active  business  ca- 
reer there  is  no  one  circumstance  in  which 
Mr.  Hodge  takes  more  pride  than  that  he  has 
never  been  sued  for  a  debt  or  the  non-fulfil- 
ment of  an  agreement.  A  large  portion  of  Mr. 
Hodge's  time,  earnestness  and  executive  abil- 
ity have  been  devoted  in  more  recent  years  to 
the  guidance  of  institutions  of  a  literary,  social 
and  charitable  nature.  He  is  one  of  the  vet- 
eran Odd  Fellows  of  the  United  States,  having 
joined  the  order  in  1858,  and  for  a  number 
of  vears  was  a  member  of  the  Union  and 
Colonial  Clubs.  Albeit  he  has  never  engaged 
in  active  practice,  Colonel  Hodge  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  in 
1874,  and  his  military  title  was  authorized  in 
1889,  by  appointment  and  service  on  the  staff 
of  Governor  J.  B.  Foraker. 

On  October  15,  1855,  Mr.  Hodge  married 
Miss  Lydia  R.  Doan,  who  died  September 
13,  1879,  and  their  only  child,  Clark  R.  Hodge, 
who  was  born  July  16.  1857,  died  November 
29,  1880.  He  wedded  his  second  wife.  Vir- 
ginia Shedd  Clark,  on  April  25.  1882.  Mrs. 
Hodge  is  a  daughter  of  Edmond  Earl  and 
Aurelia  Edna  ( Thompson  )  Shedd.  her  father 
being  the  oldest  and  leading  wholesale  grocer 
of  Columbus,  Ohio.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
the  high  school  of  that  city,  and  has  been 
prominent  for  some  years  in  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  having  served 
as  a  state  regent  of  the  national  organization 
and  as  its  vice-president.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodge 
reside  in  a  beautiful  home  at  4120  Euclid  ave- 
nue, although  they  are  persistent  and  enthu- 
siastic travelers.  Together  they  have  jour- 
neyed over  a  distance  which  would  encircle 
the  globe  more  than  three  times,  having  vis- 
ited everv  state  and  territory  in  the  Union  and 
extended  their  delightful  pilgrimages  through 
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old  Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands, Africa  and  all  parts  of  Europe.  Upon 
one  of  their  trips  they  reached  the  Arctic 
Cape  at  the  most  favorable  opportunity  for 
witnessing  the  solemn  glories  of  the  northern 
heavens,  and  for  five  days  the  midnight  sun 
was  never  beyond  their  range  of  vision.  The 
experience  is  something  to  recount  in  even- 
waking  hour  of  a  lifetime,  as  well  as  to  live 
over  in  one's  dreams. 

J. \irus  R.  Kennan. — In  two  important  pro- 
fessions has  Judge  Jairus  R.  Kennan  achieved 
to  success  and  prestige — those  of  pedagogy 
and  the  law — and  his  career  has  been  marked 
by  signal  enthusiasm,  close  application  and 
generous  accomplishments  in  his  chosen  fields 
of  endeavor.  He  is  now  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  Medina 
county  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
honored  citizens  of  Medina,  in  which  city  he 
was  for  more  than  a  score  of  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  public  schools. 

Judge  Kennan  is  a  representative  of  one"  of 
the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  within  whose  borders  his  life  thus 
far  has  been  passed.  He  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Norwalk,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  on  the  17th 
of  July,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Jairus  and  Char- 
lotte (Gardiner)  Kennan.  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Aloira,  Franklin  county,  Xew 
York,  in  1 813,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where  she  was  born  in 
1814.  The  father,  who  was  a  son  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Kennan,  a  clergyman  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  old  Empire  state  of  the  Union,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  about  the  year  1832, 
when  he  came  to  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the 
residue  of  his  Ufe.  He  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  practice  of  law,  and  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  death  was  a  resident  of  Norwalk, 
where  he  died  in  the  year  1872.  His  wife, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  William  Gardiner,  a 
sea  captain,  long  resident  of  New  London, 
Connecticut,  survived  him  by  nearly  a  score 
of  years,  as  her  death  occurred  in  the  city  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  in  1888.  She  was  a  sister 
of  John  Gardiner,  long  one  of  the  leading 
bankers  and  influential  citizens  of  that  place. 
Jairus  and  Charlotte  (Gardiner)  Kennan  be- 
came the  narents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
five  are  living.  The  parents  were  zealous 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  supported  the  cause  of  the 


Republican  party  from  the  time  of  its  organ- 
ization until  his  demise. 

Judge  Kennan  is  indebted  to  the  public. 
schools  of  his  native  city  for  his  early  educa- 
tion, which  included  a  course  in  the  high 
school.  After  the  completion  of  this  curricu- 
lum he  was  matriculated  in  Western  Reserve 
College  (now  Western  Reserve  University), 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1871,  and  from  which  he  received  his  well 
earned  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Mas- 
ter of  Arts.  After  his  graduation  he  devoted 
seven  years  to  teaching  in  the  public  schools, 
in  various  parts  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
he  then  began  reading  law  under  the  precep- 
torship  of  his  older  brother,  Colonel  Cortland 
L.  Kennan,  of  Norwalk.  He  made  rapid  and 
substantial  progress  in  his  absorption  and 
assimilation  of  the  science  of  jurisprudence, 
and  in  1879  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
his  native  state,  upon  examination  before  the 
Ohio  supreme  court,  in  Columbus.  He  forth- 
with entered  into  a  professional  partnership 
with  his  brother,  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  active  and  successful  practice  of 
law  in  Norwalk  until  1885.  when,  yielding  to 
insistent  importunities,  he  became  principal  of 
one  of  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  where 
he  again  did  most  effective  work  in  the  peda- 
gogic profession.  In  the  following  year,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  Medina  and  assumed  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  this  city,  where  the  most  significant  and 
emphatic  voucher  for  his  able  service  and  the 
popular  appreciation  thereof  is  that  afforded 
in  the  fact  that  he  retained  the  incumbency  for 
the  long  period  of  twenty-two  years.  To  him 
the  public  schools  of  Medina  owe  much  for 
their  well  defined  and  practical  system  of  work 
and  their  general  high  standing.  Many  of 
those  who  came  under  his  direction  during 
their  student  days,  and  who  hold  him  in  last- 
ing esteem,  are  today  prominent  and  success- 
ful in  various  useful  vocations — a  fact  that 
remains  to  him  a  source  of  profound  gratifi- 
cation, as  measurably  representing  the  tangi- 
ble results  of  his  earnest  efforts  and  his  per- 
sonal influence. 

In  March,  1908,  Judge  Kennan  was  made 
the  Republican  nominee  for  the  office  of  judge 
of  the  probate  court  of  Medina  county,  and 
in  the  following  November  he  was  elected  by 
a  majority  which  amply  testified  to  his  per- 
sonal popularity  in  the  county.     lie  forthwith 
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resigned  his  position  as  superintendent  of 
schools,  and  has  since  given  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  the  affairs  of  his  court,  where  his 
administration  is  proving  as  fully  admirable 
as  the  marked  ability  and  fidelity  of  the  in- 
cumbent would  naturally  suggest.  He  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  the  office  in  February, 
1909.  Judge  Kennan  is  a  man  of  fine  intel- 
lectuality and  broad  mental  ken,  and  while  a 
natural  student  he  has  never  lacked  in  the 
powers  of  practical  and  productive  application, 
as  his  labors  in  his  various  fields  of  endeavor 
amply  indicate.  For  twenty  years  he  held,  in 
addition  to  his  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  the  city  of  Medina,  the  office 
of  school  examiner  for  the  county. 

In  politics  the  judge  has  ever  been  arrayed 
as  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles  and 
policies  for  which  the  Republican  party  stands 
sponsor,  and  he  has  rendered  effective  service 
in  its  cause.  He  and  his  wife  are  zealous 
members  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
he  is  affiliated  with  Medina  Lodge,  No.  58, 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons ;  Medina  Chapter, 
No.  30,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  No.  26,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  with  Evening  Star  Encampment, 
No.  300,  a  branch  of  the  Odd  Fellows  organ- 
ization, in  which  he  has  served  as  deputy  grand 
master  of  the  grand  encampment  of  the  state 
of  Ohio. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1882,  Judge  Kennan 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora  E.  Pick- 
ard,  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  she 
received  excellent  educational  advantages,  and 
where  she  was  a  successful  teacher  for  one 
term.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James  H.  Pick- 
ard,  who  removed  with  his  family  from  New 
York  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  where  both  he 
and  his  wife  died.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Kennan 
have  two  children :  Ruth,  who  is  a  popular 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  East  Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  this 
writing,  in  1909 ;  and  Edward,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1909  in  the  Medina  high 
school. 

Hon.  Jerome  B.  Burrows. — The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  at  North  East,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  18,  1834.  His  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Maria  (Smith)  Burrows,  were  born 
in  1795  and  married  in  1818.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  his  mother  of 
Massachusetts,  and  at  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage he  was  a  farmer  and  she  a  school  teacher. 


Judge  Burrows  has  no  certain  knowledge  of 
his  ancestors  beyond  his  grandparents,  who 
migrated  from  New  England  early  in  the  nine- 
teenth century,  the  Burrows  family  going  to 
Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Jamestown,  and  the  Smith  family  settling 
permanently  at  North  Amherst,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio.  William  Burrows  was  the  youngest  of 
a  family  of  nine  children,  and  he  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  one  daughter  and 
seven  sons.  At  the  beginning  of  his  married 
life  he  was  substantially  empty-handed,  but 
was  always  able  to  provide  his  family  abun- 
dantly with  such  advantages  and  comforts  as 
were  then  found  in  the  homes  of  prosperous 
farmers.  He  resided  in  Chautauqua  county 
until  1832  and  then  for  eighteen  years  at 
North  East,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  when, 
in  the  spring  of  1850,  he  removed  to  Ohio 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Ashtabula  county,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  famous  Kingsville  Acad- 
emy, with  the  view  of  giving  his  children  the 
advantages  of  that  school.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  a  farm  near  Geneva,  in  the  same 
county,  and  spent  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
life  in  that  village.  Both  he  and  his  wife  had 
been  members  of  the  Baptist  church  from  their 
youth,  but  their  outspoken  opposition  to  slav- 
ery became  grievous  to  their  brethren,  and 
compelled  them  to  associate  with  another  de- 
nomination. Whatever  equipment  their  chil- 
dren had  with  which  to  begin  the  battle  of  life 
should  be  credited  mainly  to  the  salutary  and 
inspiring  influences  of  the  parental  home.  It 
is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  chil- 
dren were  by  inheritance  hostile  to  slavery. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1856  Judge  Burrows, 
with  an  older  brother,  Hamilton,  who  had 
served  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  went  to  Law- 
rence, Kansas,  and  joined  the  militia  organ- 
ized to  protect  the  Free  State  settlers  in  that 
territory,  and  remained  there  until  Jim  Lane, 
with  his  forces,  came  to  the  rescue  in  July. 
The  parental  influence  was  again  in  evidence 
when  the  Civil  war  came.  The  six  sons  then 
living  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1861,  and  their  combined  serv- 
ice aggregated  fifteen  years.  Two  served  as 
captains,  two  as  lieutenants  and  one  as  chap- 
lain. Dr.  S.  S.  Burrows  entered  the  service 
as  assistant  surgeon  of  a  regiment,  and  was 
soon  advanced  to  the  position  of  surgeon. 

The  salient  features  in  Judge  Burrows'  ca- 
reer may  be  summarized  as  follows:  He 
began  teaching  school  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
and  conducted  district  and  select  schools  dur- 
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ing  each  winter  until. the  spring  of  1855.  He 
attended  school  during  the  spring  and  fall 
terms,  first  at  Kingsville  Academy,  and  after- 
ward at  Allegheny  College  and  Oberlin  Col- 
lege ;  but  did  not  finish  the  college  course. 
In  1853  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  a  desul- 
tory way  as  opportunity  offered,  and  in  1855 
devoted  to  it  his  entire  time.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  January,  1856,  at  Madi- 
son, Wisconsin,  while  serving  for  a  few 
months  as  deputy  clerk  of  the  supreme  court 
of  that  state.  After  his  return  from  Kansas, 
in  the  fall  of  T856,  he  was  married  to  Clara 

E.  Woodruff,  of  Geneva,  whose  grandfather 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  whose  father 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1820;  opened 
a  law  office  in  that  village,  and  had  secured  a 
fair  practice  for  a  beginner  when  the  war 
closed  his  office.  On  April  21,  1861,  he  went 
as  sergeant  with  the  Geneva  gun  squad  of 
the  Cleveland  Light  Artillery,  commanded  by 
Colonel  James  Barnett,  into  the  three  months' 
service.  This  battery  participated  in  the  open- 
ing engagement  of  the  war  at  Phillipi,  West 
Virginia,  and  also  in  the  affair  at  Laurel  Hill 
and  the  battle  at  Carrick's  Ford. 

After  the  termination  of  the  three  months' 
service,  he  was  deputed  by  Senator  Benjamin 

F.  Wade  and  Congressman  John  Hutchins  to 
recruit  a  battery  of  artillery  which  the  sec- 
retary of  war  had  authorized  them  to  raise. 
This  battery  he  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  at  Camp  Wade,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
in  September,  1861,  as  the  Fourteenth  Ohio 
Battery.  Afterward,  while  preparing  for  the 
field  at  Camp  Dennison,  Judge  Burrows,  by 
order  of  Governor  Dennison,  recruited  the 
Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  with  the  assurance 
that  the  two  batteries  should  go  into  the  field 
together  under  command  of  a  major ;  but  as 
this  proposed  arrangement  was  not  sanctioned 
at  Washington,  Edward  Spear,  Jr.,  of  War- 
ren, Ohio,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Fourteenth, 
was  elected  captain  of  the  Fifteenth  Battery, 
and  the  two  batteries  remained  thereafter  dis- 
tinct organizations.  The  record  of  the  Four- 
teenth Ohio  Battery  is  its  best  eulogy.  The 
full  complement  of  one  hundred  fifty-six  men 
was  maintained ;  and.  as  an  exception,  this 
battery  was  allowed  to  retain  its  six  guns 
after  the  order  made  by  General  Grant,  in 
1862,  reducing  field  batteries  in  his  army  to 
four  guns.  The  full  roster  of  its  officers  and 
men  during  the  war  was  three  hundred  ten  ; 
and  the  battery  was  never  lacking  in  equip- 
ment or  readiness  to  meet  every  demand  made 


upon  it.  For  more  than  three  years  Judge 
Burrows  commanded  this  battery,' except  dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  absent  on  account  of 
wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and 
the  few  months  that  he  served  as  chief  of 
artillery  of  a  division.  He  left  the  service  by 
discharge  on  account  of  sickness,  and  for  near- 
ly a  year  thereafter  was  unable  to  do  any  work. 

In  August,  1865,  Judge  Burrows  opened  a 
law  office  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  and  for  thirty 
years  active  and  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  by  which  he  ac- 
quired an  excellent  standing  as  a  lawyer  and 
a  modest  competence  for  his  family.  During 
this  thirty  years  he  was  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  in  1867,  state  senator  in  1868,  mayor 
of  Painesville  in  1880  and  1882,  and  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education  for  several 
terms.  In  June,  1895,  he  was  appointed  cir- 
cuit judge  by  Governor  McKinley,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Hon.  Hamil- 
ton B.  Woodbury,  of  Ashtabula  county.  At 
the  fall  election  this  appointment  was  ratified, 
and  thereafter  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
for  two  successive  terms  without  opposition. 
In  1908.  notwithstanding  the  large  increase 
in  salary  and  the  assurance  of  the  bar  of  the 
fourteen  counties  comprising  the  Seventh  cir- 
cuit that  his  candidacy  for  another  term  was 
generally  desired,  he  decided  to  retire;  and 
when  his  term  was  afterwards  extended  two 
years  under  the  law  by  the  death  of  his  elected 
successor,  Hon.  E.  E.  Roberts,  he  resigned  the 
office  in  December,  1908.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Ohio  State  Bar  Association  in  July,  1909, 
Judge  Burrows  was  chosen  its  president  for 
the  ensuing  year ;  and  at  the  fall  election,  hav- 
ing been  persuaded  against  his  inclination  to 
stand  as  a  candidate,  he  was  elected  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Painesville. 

Jerome  Smith  Burrows,  his  only  surviving 
child,  and  the  only  surviving  grandson  of  Will- 
iam Burrows,  was  educated  at  Adelbert  Col- 
lege, Western  Reserve  University,  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  drifted  into  newspaper  work.  He 
commanded  a  company  of  volunteer  infantry 
in  the  Spanish-American  war,  was  afterwards 
appointed  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Gov- 
ernor Nash,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  the  managing  owner 
and  editor  of  the  Painesville  Telegraph  and 
Painesville  Telegraph-Republican. 

Hon.  Caleb  Hathaway  Gallup,  of  Nor- 
walk,  has  been  among  the  most  prominent 
members  of  the  Huron  county  bar  for  half  a 
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century.  More  than  forty  years  ago.  then 
in  the  early  thirties  of  his  life,  he  was  serv- 
ing in  the  legislature  of  Michigan  and  push- 
ing the  first  telegraph  line  along  the  west 
coast  of  Lake  Huron.  Later,  he  was  a  leader 
in  the  promotion  of  railroad  building  through 
the  Western  Reserve,  and  at  a  comparatively- 
recent  day  was  interested  in  the  construction 
and  operation  of  the  Toledo,  Fremont  &  Nor- 
walk  Electric  Railway.  Almost  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Norwalk,  he  has  been  potent  in  the 
development  not  only  of  the  professional  and 
material  life  of  northern  Ohio  but  of  its  ar- 
tistic, scientific,  historical  and  charitable  insti- 
tutions, and  while  leaving  a  strong  impress 
on  the  past,  he  has  never  allowed  his  interest 
to  flag  in  the  activities  of  the  present  or  the 
promise  of  the  future.  Although  he  has  been 
retired  for  some  years  from  the  active  prac- 
tice of  the  law,  he  is  still  connected  with  many 
large  interests  of  his  home  city  and  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Home  Savings  &  Loan  Company 
of  Norwalk,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1888, 
when,  with  several  friends,  he  founded  the 
institution. 

Mr.  Gallup  has  been  a  life  member  of  the 
Whittlesey  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
since  1877;  chairman  of  its  trustees  since 
1878,  and  its  treasurer  since  1901.  Since  1876 
he  has  been  a  life  member  of  the  Firelands 
Historical  Society,  and  a  trustee,  librarian 
and  curator  of  its  museum,  editor  of  its  pub- 
lications since  1888,  and  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent at  its  fiftieth  annual  meeting,  July  22, 
1909.  He  was  also  recently  chosen  a  life 
member  of  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  His- 
torical Society,  and,  commenting  upon  his  se- 
lection as  an  executive  trustee  of  that  organ- 
ization in  March,  1909,  Hon.  E.  O.  Randall, 
its  secretary  and  editor,  says :  "Mr.  Gallup 
is  known  throughout  the  country  for  his  his- 
torical scholarship  and  for  the  active  and  ex- 
tensive work  he  has  done  in  connection  with 
the  Firelands  Historical  Society,  of  which  he 
has  been  an  influential  and  official  member  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  has  always  been  an 
enthusiastic  student  of  Ohio  and  western  his- 
tory, and  has  written  much  that  is  interest- 
ing and  accurate  concerning  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  Buckeye  state."  Mr.  Gallup  is 
further  identified  in  membership  with  the  Na- 
tional Geographical  Society,  and,  locally,  is 
actively  connected  with  the  Norwalk  Board  of 
Commerce:  the  Young  Men's  Library  and 
Reading  Room  Association  (free  public  li- 
brarv),  having  been  chairman  of  its  executive 


committee  since  1903;  and  with  the  Huron 
County  Children's  Home  Association,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  trustee  since  1889  and  treasurer 
since  1902.  Such  facts  as  these  fully  sustain 
any  general  assertions  which  may  be  made  re- 
garding the  breadth,  strength  and  beneficence 
of  Mr.  Gallup's  influence. 

The  American  ancestry  of  Caleb  H.  Gallup 
reverts  to  John  Gallup,  who  was  born  in  1590 
and  in  1630  emigrated  from  his  native  parish 
of  Mosterne.  Dorsetshire,  England,  and  was 
one  of  a  hundred  and  forty  persons  who  or- 
ganized a  Congregational  church  at  old  Plym- 
outh just  prior  to  sailing  for  New  England 
in  the  little  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  on  the 
20th  of  March,  1630.  On  the  30th  of  May 
the  colony  arrived  at  Nantasket  (Hull),  Mas- 
sachusetts, under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  John 
Warham  and  Rev.  John  Maverick,  their  pas- 
tor and  teacher.  As  noted  in  the  old  town  rec- 
ords: "They  were  a  very  godly  and  religious 
people  and  many  of  them  persons  of  note  and 
figure,  being  dignified  with  the  title  of  Mr., 
which  few  were  in  those  days.  Some  of  the 
principal  men  were  Mr.  Rosseter.  Mr.  Lud- 
low. Mr.  Glover,  Mr.  Gallup  and  others."  The 
wives  of  Governor  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Gallup 
were  sisters,  and  the  latter  became  the  owner 
of  Gallup's  Island,  off  Boston  harbor,  obtain- 
ing his  title  by  grant  from  his  even  more  his- 
torical brother-in-law.  A  skilful  mariner,  John 
Gallup  also  served  as  commander  in  the  first 
naval  action  fought  in  North  American  waters 
— that  near  Block  Island.  Rhode  Island,  which 
avenged  the  murder  of  his  friend,  Captain 
John  Oldham,  by  Indians,  in  the  Pequot  war 
of  1637.  His  son,  John  (2),  also  was  a  par- 
ticipant in  that  engagement,  and  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  fearful  "swamp  fight"  of  King 
Philip's  war,  which  occurred  at  Narragan- 
sett  (South  Kingston,  Rhode  Island),  Decem- 
ber 19.  1675,  and  numbered  him  as  one  of 
its  victims.  Shortly  before  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  a  friendly  Indian  had  presented 
him  with  a  wampum  belt  which  was  supposed 
to  be  a  warning  of  the  impending  conflict. 
This  historical  relic  has  been  carefully  pre- 
served by  the  family  and  is  now  in  the  museum 
of  the  Firelands  Historical  Society. 

John  Gallup  (2),  who  married  Hannah 
Lake,  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Benadum  was  the  fourth.  The  direct  line  of 
descent  is  then  through  Lieutenant  Benadum, 
William  (5)  and  William  (6),  to  Hallet,  the 
father  of  Caleb  Hathaway.  William,  of  the 
fifth  American  generation,  was  living  at  Kings- 
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ton,  Pennsylvania,  with  seven  children,  at  the 
time  of  the  Wyoming  massacre  of  1778.  His 
son  Hallet  (twenty-two  years  of  age)  escaped 
death  by  floating  down  the  Susquehanna  river, 
patrolled  by  hostile  Indians,  with  his  body 
under  water  and  his  face  between  two  rails 
grasped  in  his  hands.  Twin  daughters,  five 
years  of  age,  were  carried  off  by  the  savages 
as  pretty  prizes,  but  were  soon  ransomed.  His 
son,  William  (6),  was  the  fourth  of  seven 
children,  and  was  the  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Gallup.  The  father,  Hallet,  was  an  artillery 
gunner  in  Captain  Thomas'  company  of  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  and  served  under  General 
William  Henry  Harrison  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  born  in  1796,  married  Clarissa  Bene- 
dict, daughter  of  Piatt  and  Sally  DeForest 
Benedict,  first  settlers  of  Norwalk.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Piatt  Benedict,  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Firelands  Historical  So- 
ciety and  its  president  from  its  organization 
in  1857  to  his  death,  in  1866.  Eight'  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hallet  Gallup : 
Catherine,  Maria,  Lydia,  Carroll,  Sarah,  Eliza, 
Caleb  Hathaway  and  Elizabeth  F. 

Caleb  Hathaway  Gallup  was  born  at  Nor- 
walk, Ohio,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1834;  learned 
the  full  meaning  of  hard  work  and  industry 
on  a  farm,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  union  schools  of  his  native  town.  In  1854, 
after  being  employed  for  a  year  in  the  county 
clerk's  office,  he  entered  the  freshman  class  at 
Denison  University,  Granville,  Ohio,  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  continued  his  studies  at 
Madison  University  (now  Colgate),  at  Ham- 
ilton, New  York,  where  he  secured  the  found- 
ing of  Mu  Chapter  of  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon. 
In  1856  he  graduated  from  that  institution 
as  Bachelor  of  Sciences,  and  then,  until  the 
fall  of  1857,  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Worcester  &  Pennewell,  at  Norwalk.  Mr. 
Gallup  next  pursued  a  course  in  the  Cincin- 
nati Law  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
April  15,  1858,  as  Bachelor  of  Laws,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Michigan,  July  19th 
of  the  succeeding  year.  Elected  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Huron  county,  Michigan,  in  i860, 
he  ably  filled  that  office  by  re-election  for  ten 
consecutive  years,  also  serving  in  1866-67  in 
the  Michigan  house  of  representatives.  His 
work  as  a  legislator  was  largely  devoted  to 
the  improvement  of  the  waterways  of  his  dis- 
trict, among  his  creations  in  that  connection 
being  the  harbor  of  refuge  on  Lake  Huron, 
near  Point  au  Barques.  In  1868  he  secured 
the  erection  of  seventy  miles  of  telegraph  poles 


from  Lexington  to  Port  Austin,  Michigan,  and 
from  Anson  G.  Stager,  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  the  completion  of  the 
first  telegraph  line  along  the  west  coast  of 
Lake  Huron.  In  1863-65  he  was  deputy 
United  States  marshal  specially  detailed  to  as- 
sist in  the  enforcement  of  the  draft,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard  in  1877-82.  From  1873  to  1883  he 
was  largely  interested  in  the  construction  of 
the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  serving 
on  its  directorate  in  1877-79,  and  in  1899  he 
became  a  director  and  executive  committee- 
man in  the  building  and  operation  of  the  To- 
ledo, Fremont  &  Norwalk  Electric  Railway, 
and  thus  continued  until  the  sale  of  the  line 
in  1 90 1  to  the  Lake  Shore  Electric  Company. 
His  other  important  connections  with  intel- 
lectual and  charitable  institutions  of  a  local, 
state  and  national  character  have  already  been 
detailed,  and>  there  yet  remains  to  be  noted  the 
most  important  phase  of  his  life,  and  that  of 
every  sound-hearted  American — his  domestic 
record  and  relations. 

Mr.  Gallup  has  been  twice  married — first, 
to  Miss  Kate  A'.  Vredenburgh,  of  an  old  New- 
York  family,  descended  from  its  pioneer 
Dutch  settlers.  Their  union  occurred  June 
20,  i860,  and  their  one  son,  Richard  Carroll, 
was  nineteen  months  old  at  the  time  of  his 
mother's  death.  May  25,  1863.  The  second 
marriage,  November  3,  1869,  was  to  Miss 
Helen  Alphena  Glover,  niece  of  Hon.  Joel 
Parker,  war  governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  her 
death.  April  8,  1872,  leaving  a  daughter. 
Mabel  Parker,  eighteen  months  old,  and  a 
son,  Herbert  Alpheus,  four  days  old,  caused 
the  return  of  the  father  to  his  old  home  at 
Norwalk.  There  he  has  since  continuously 
resided,  still  a  stanch  actor  of  today  and  a 
maker  of  history,  as  well  as  an  honored  re- 
corder of  it. 

Clark  H.  Nye,  probate  judge  of  Lake 
county,  and  long  identified  with  its  educa- 
tional and  public  progress,  is  a  native  of  Con- 
cord, that  county,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
1 2th  of  January,  1858.  His  parents  were 
Henry  C.  and  Almena  E.  (Clark)  Nye,  both 
also  born  in  Concord — the  former  June  20, 
1826,  and  the  latter  December  27,  1823.  Judge 
Nye's  father  was  the  tenth  son  of  Ebenezer, 
a  very  early  pioneer  of  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  his  mother  was  the  sec- 
ond daughter  of  Ahira  Clark,  also  an  old  set- 
tler of  the  county. 
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After  obtaining  a  common-school  education, 
Clark  H.  Nye  completed  a  course  in  Oberlin 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1884.  His  early  educational  career  covers 
several  years  thereafter,  and  the  scenes  of  his 
work  were  in  Ohio,  Illinois  (Cook  county) 
and  Idaho  (Kenyon  county).  In  1887  Mr. 
Nye  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Ottawa,  Illi- 
nois, having  previously  pursued  his  studies  at 
Elgin.  He  then  spent  a  year  on  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  in  Idaho,  and  upon 
his  return  to  Ohio,  in  1890,  worked  on  a  farm 
and  taught  school  for  the  succeeding  five 
years.  In  1895  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Lake  county,  and  until  February  9,  1903, 
conducted  a  growing  practice  at  Painesville. 
Since  that  date  he  has  served  with  discretion, 
impartiality  and  ability  as  probate  judge. 

In  politics,  the  judge  has  been  a  Republican, 
having  been  assessor  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  some  years  before  ascending  the  bench. 
As  to  his  religious  faith,  he  is  a  Congregation- 
alist,  and  in  the  furtherance  of  charitable 
movements  has  been  particularly  prominent  in 
hospital  work,  for  the  past  four  years  having 
been  one  of  the  most  active  trustees  of  the 
Painesville  Hospital  Association.  On  June 
6,  1894,  Judge  Nye  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Eleanor  S.  Murray,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  Lake  Erie  College,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Alvira  (Garrett)  Murray. 
Her  father  was  a  leading  farmer  and  stock 
buyer  of  Concord,  where  the  marriage  oc- 
curred. The  child  of  this  union  is  Raymond 
M.  Nye.  born  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  on  the  1st 
of  September,  1899. 

David  J.  Nye. — Few  men  at  the  Ohio  bar 
and  on  the  bench  deserve  greater  credit  for 
the  position  attained  than  the  Hon.  David  J. 
Nye,  who  was  for  ten  years  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  district 
embracing  Lorain,  Medina  and  Summit  coun- 
ties. David  J.  Nye  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Ellicott,  Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  on 
the  8th  day  of  December,  1843.  His  father, 
Curtis  F.  Nye,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
as  a  young  man  removed  to  New  York,  set- 
tling in  the  central  part  of  the  state  with  his 
parents.  When  of  age  he  removed  to  Chautau- 
qua county,  where  his  son  David  was  born. 
When  David  was  about  five  years  of  age  his 
father  moved  to  Otto,  Cattaraugus  county, 
where  the  son  received  his  early  training.  His 
mother,  Jerusha  Susan  Walkup,  was  also  a 
native  of  Vermont,  settling  with  her  parents 


in  New  York  while  in  her  girlhood.  Young 
Nye  attended  the  district  schools  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  devoting  much  time 
during  this  period  to  work  on  his  father's 
farm.  He  then  entered  Randolph  Academy 
for  the  spring  and  fall  terms  of  1862,  and  in 
the  winter  taught  district  school,  returning 
in  the  spring  of  1863  to  Randolph  for  one 
term,  and  the  following  winter  taught  near 
the  academy.  In  1864,  upon  the  invitation 
of  a  friend,  he  came  to  Cuyahoga  county,  and 
taught  school  for  four  months  in  Bedford 
township.  The  following  spring  he  returned 
to  New  York,  remaining  until  fall.  He  then 
settled  in  Ohio,  teaching  school  in  Boston, 
Summit  count}-,  for  the  winter  of  1865  and 
1866.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  entered  Ober- 
lin College  in  the  preparatory  department.  Up 
to  this  period  he  had  taught  school  during 
the  winters  and  worked  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer.  In  1867  he  entered  the  freshman 
class,  and  thus  his  collegiate  course  com- 
menced. He  continued  to  teach  school  during 
the  winters,  but,  however,  applied  himself  with 
such  diligence  as  to  take  an  honorable  position 
in  the  class,  passing  all  the  examinations  re- 
quired of  him  with  credit,  just  the  same  as  if 
his  attendance  had  been  regular,  completing 
his  college  education  in  the  prescribed  term  of 
four  years,  and  receiving  his  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  in  1871.  In  July,  1883,  Oberlin 
College  conferred  upon  Mr.  Nye  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts.  Not  only  was  he  able  to 
maintain  his  literary  standing  as  a  student  in 
college,  after  giving  one-third  of  his  time  to 
the  work  of  teaching,  but  during  the  senior 
year  he  filled  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Milan,  Erie  county,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  board  of  education.  More 
than  this,  he  found  time  to  keep  up  the  study 
of  law.  The  bent  of  his  mind  from  early 
boyhood  had  been  toward  the  law,  and  his 
determination  to  qualify  himself  for  the  pro- 
fession was  firmly  fixed  even  before  he  began 
to  teach.  Upon  entering  Oberlin  College  he 
bought  a  copy  of  Blackstone,  which  he  studied 
assiduously  during  his  leisure  hours.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  limit  to  his  capacity  to  .read 
and  study,  or  to  his  versatility.  He  could 
manage  a  large  public  school,  teach  some  of 
its  classes,  and  hold  steadily  to  his  course  in 
classical,  psychological  and  literary  studies, 
at  the  same  time  mastering  the  fundamental 
principles  of  law  as  laid  down  by  Blackstone. 
After  he  received  his  degree,  and  at  the  solici- 
tation of  the  board  of  education  of  the  Milan 
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schools,  he  accepted  the  superintendency  for 
another  year,  in  the  meantime  pursuing  the 
study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Elyria  in  August,  1872.  From  the  time  lie 
entered  Randolph  Academy  until  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  he  paid  all  his  expenses  by 
his  own  labor,  receiving  no  financial  aid  from 
any  other  source.  In  October  following  his 
admission  to  the  bar  he  went  West,  locating 
at  Emporia,  Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Finding  that  a 
residence  there  would  not  be  congenial  to  his 
taste,  five  months  later,  in  March,  1873,  he 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  entered  the  office  of 
John  C.  Hale  at  Elyria  (later  judge  of  the 
eighth  circuit).  Here  he  pursued  the  study 
of  law  under  the  direction  of  Judge  Hale  for 
one  year.  In  1874,  being  qualified  and  self- 
reliant,  he  opened  an  office  at  Elyria  and  pro- 
ceeded to  build  up  a  practice.  He  continued 
in  active  practice  for  seventeen  years,  and 
during  this  period  established  himself  in  the 
confidence  not  only  of  the  profession  but  of 
the  public  in  general.  He  served  as  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  Lorain  county  from  1882  to 
1885,  and  was  also  county  school  examiner 
for  a  time,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education  and  member  of  the  city  council  at 
Elyria.  In  1891,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
elect  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
several  aspirants  for  the  honor  presented  them- 
selves. The  attorneys  of  Lorain  county  agreed 
among  themselves  that  the  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  should  choose  the  candidate 
of  the  party  to  be  supported  by  the  attorneys 
of  Lorain  county,  and  that  their  choice  should 
receive  their  unanimous  support.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  agreement  Mr.  Nye  was  chosen. 
He  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  at 
Medina  in  July,  1891,  and  was  elected  in  No- 
vember following,  and  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties  on  the  9th  day  of 
February,  1892.  His  record  as  a  judge  has  tend- 
ed to  confirm  the  public  estimate  of  his  char- 
acter and  to  advance  his  reputation  in  the  pro- 
fession. It  could  be  truly  said  of  him  that  be  is 
an  excellent  lawyer  and  an  able  jurist.  Always 
successful  as  a  practitioner,  his  work  upon  the 
bench  was  equally  successful,  and  it  can  be 
said  that  as  a  judge  he  has  done  what  but  few 
jurists  have  ever  accomplished — made  himself 
not  only  satisfactory  to  lawyers,  but  to  liti- 
gants. Being  a  man  of  good  business  attain- 
ments, possessed  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  law,  his  advice  to  clients  and  services  in 


their  behalf  have  won  for  him  an  excellent 
position  at  the  bar.  As  a  lawyer  and  a  judge 
he  has  achieved  success  and  occupies  an  honor- 
able position.  As  a  judge  he  took  great  pains 
to  examine  the  authorities  submitted  by  coun- 
sel and  to  obtain  a  correct  and  clear  under- 
standing of  the  law  as  well  as  the  evidence  in 
the  case,  being  careful  and  conscientious  be- 
cause he  was  actuated  less  by  pride  of  opinion 
than  by  a  desire  to  reach  a  correct  conclusion. 
His  judicial  opinions  were  not  only  plain  and 
easily  followed,  but  they  were  usually  strong 
enough  to  bear  review  by  a  higher  court.  In 
one  important  case  involving  the  right  to  have 
debts  deducted  from  national  bank  stock  for 
taxation.  Judge  Nye  held  that  such  deductions 
could  not  be  made  under  the  laws  of  Ohio. 
This  decision  was  afterwards  affirmed  by  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Ohio  and  of  the 
United  States'.  During  his  service  on  the 
bench  but  one  criminal  case  was  reversed 
that  he  tried.  After  serving  upon  the  bench 
for  two  terms,  Judge  Nye  retired  in  1902  and 
opened  an  office  for  the  general  practice  of 
law  in  his  home  town.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Perry-Fay  Company,  of  Elyria,  which 
manufactures  screw  machine  products,  and 
a  stockholder  and  president  of  the  Century 
Building  Company  and  the  Washington  Ter- 
race Company,  both  of  Elyria.  In  politics 
Judge  Nye  is  a  Republican  and  thoroughly 
grounded  in  the  principles  of  his  party. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
being  a  Knight  Templar  and  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Mason.  In  1880 
Judge  Nye  married  Luna,  daughter  of  Alfred 
Fisher,  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  a  highly 
respected  citizen,  being  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers who  settled  at  Independence.  Mrs.  Nye 
is  a  true  and  faithful  wife,  an  affectionate  and 
devoted  mother.  By  this  union  there  are  two 
sons,  David  Fisher  Nye,  born  October  27, 
1882,  and  Horace  Hastings  Nye,  born  Au- 
gust 4,  1884.  The  older  son  graduated  from 
Oberlin  College  with  the  class  of  1906  and 
later  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  law  school 
of  Western  Reserve  University,  where  in  1909 
he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  The  same  year  Judge  Nye 
and  his  son  formed  a  partnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  D.  J.  &  D.  F.  Nye,  and  are  now 
actively  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
law  at  Elyria.  The  younger  son  graduated 
from  Oberlin  College  with  the  class  of  1908 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  newspaper 
business. 
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Hon.  Amos  Richard  Webber. — Among  the 
leading  members  of  the  Lorain  county  bar  is 
Hon.  Amos  Richard  Webber,  an  ex-judge  and 
ex-congressman,  who  is  exceptionally  equipped 
for  his  profession,  as  well  by  natural  gifts  and 
temperament  as  by  mental  attainments,  un- 
tiring industry  and  incorruptible  integrity. 
The  field  of  his  labors  is  varied  and  extensive, 
and  his  many  successes  have  won  for  him  a 
well  merited  reputation.  A  native  of  Ohio, 
he  was  born  January  i,  1852,  in  Hinckley, 
Medina  county,  of  English  stock,  his  great- 
grandfather, Joseph  Webber,  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor, having  come  from  England  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  New  England. 

Rev.  Richard  Webber,  the  judge's  grand- 
father, settled  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in 
early  pioneer  days.  He  was  a  preacher  of 
much  eloquence  and  force,  and  accomplished 
much  good  throughout  that  part  of  the  state. 
He  possessed  a  charity,  benevolence  and  sym- 
pathy that  won  the  love  of  all  who  knew  him, 
and  his  wisdom  in  counsel  was  often  sought, 
and  usually  followed. 

The  judge's  father,  George  E.  Webber,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  as  a  boy  of  four- 
teen years  came  with  the  family  to  Ohio. 
Subsequently  returning  to  his  native  state,  he 
learned  the  moulder's  trade,  and  when  ready 
to  begin  life  for  himself,  established,  in  Hinck- 
ley, Medina  county,  Ohio,  a  foundry,  which 
he  operated  twenty  years.  His  health  becom- 
ing impaired,  he  afterwards  spent  a  number 
of  seasons  on  a  farm,  recuperating.  Recov- 
ering his  former  physical  vigor,  he  estab- 
lished a  foundry  for  the  manufacture  of  hol- 
low iron  ware  in  Medina,  Ohio,  and  in  its 
management  became  quite  successful,  his  busi- 
ness developing  into  one  of  the  more  impor- 
tant industries  of  the  place.  He  married  Jane 
Woodruff,  who  prior  to  her  marriage  taught 
school  in  Hinckley  a  number  of  terms.  Her 
father.  Amos  Woodruff,  a  shoemaker  in 
Hinckley,  was  the  first  abolitionist  in  Hinck- 
ley township,  Medina  county,  and  his  house 
was  a  station  in  the  "Underground  Railway." 
He  was  strongly  opposed  to  slavery,  which  he 
lived  to  see  abolished. 

Having  laid  a  substantial  foundation  for 
his  future  education  in  the  public  schools, 
Amos  R.  Webber  was  graduated  from  Bald- 
win University,  in  Berea.  Subsequently  study- 
ing law,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876, 
and  the  same  vear  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Elyria.  Tn  1887  he  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney   for  Lorain  county,   and 


was  re-elected,  holding  the  office  until  1894. 
Afterwards  elected  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  Judge  Webber  served  upon  the  bench 
practically  three  years,  resigning  the  position 
to  accept  the  nomination  for  Congress  to  fill 
an  unexpired  term  caused  by  the  death  of 
the  member  from  the  Fourteenth  district,  and 
was  subsequently  elected  for  a  full  term  as 
congressman.  At  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
the  judge  was  defeated  for  renomination  on 
the  ground  of  his  activity  against  the  rum 
power — a  power  which  he  has  consistently 
fought  all  of  his  life.  His  renomination  was 
also  denied  by  reason  of  his  repudiation  of  the 
then  governor,  Myron  T.  Herrick. 

Beginning  his  active  opposition  to  saloons 
a  full  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  the  judge 
has  made  a  brave  fight  all  over  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  is  just  as  aggressive  now  as  ever. 
While  in  Congress,  he  introduced  a  bill  to 
abolish  saloons  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  the  capital  city  addressed  many  large 
gatherings,  hoping  to  arouse  the  people  to 
concerted  action  in  favor  of  the  bill.  They 
rallied  to  the  number  of  several  thousand,  and 
marched  to  the  capitol  on  the  day  the  bill  was 
brought  before  the  committee.  The  final  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  was  held  under  lock 
and  key,  and  the  committee  which  passed  the 
bill  tried  to  gag  the  members  to  secrecy,  but 
failed.  The  bill  was  not  reported,  but  was 
turned  down  by  a  majority  of  the  committee. 
Since  leaving  Congress,  Judge  Webber  has 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Elyria.  where  he  has  a  large  and  remuner- 
ative clientage. 

On  May  17,  1875,  Judge  Webber  married 
Ida  E.  Finch,  and  of  their  union  two  sons 
have  been  born :  Gilbert  W.  and  Lawrence 
N.  Mrs.  Webber  died  in  Washington,  while 
he  was  a  member  of  Congress.  He  married 
again.  Miss  Nettie  Finch,  of  Anna,  Illinois. 

George  J.  Damon,  M.  D. — One  of  the  most 
exacting  of  all  vocations  to  which  man  may 
turn  his  attention  is  that  of  the  physician  and 
surgeon,  and  in  the  same  success  comes  alone 
to  those  who  are  willing  to  subordinate  to 
its  demands  all  other  interests  and  to  realize 
how  great  are  the  issues  in  it  involved.  Dr. 
George  J.  Damon  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  representative  members  of  his  profession 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  is  an  able  exponent 
of  the  beneficent  homeopathic  school  of  prac- 
tice, as  exemplified  in  its  most  modern  and 
liberal   system,   and   is   engaged   in   successful 
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practice  in  the  city  of  Medina,  the  flourish- 
ing judicial  center  of  the  county  of  the  same 
name.  He  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  county,  which  has 
represented  his  home  from  the  time  of  his 
birth,  and  has  also  been  the  scene  of  his  effect- 
ive labors  in  his  humane  profession,  in  which 
his  success  has  been  of  the  most  unequivocal 
order. 

Dr.  Damon  was  born  in  Hinckley  township, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Julius  and  Kate  M. 
(Babcock)  Damon,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Northampton,  Berkshire  county,  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  3d  of  November,  1824,  and 
the  latter  was  born  in  Michigan,  a  daughter 
of  Joshua  Babcock.  She  removed  to  Medina 
county  when  a  young  lady.  Julius  Damon  was 
a  son  of  Nathan  and  Hannah  (Shaw)  Damon, 
and  was  about  three  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  the  family  removal  from  the  old  Bay  state 
to  Ohio,  in  1827.  His  father  settled  in  Hinck- 
ley township,  Medina  county,  where  he  re- 
claimed a  farm  from  the  virgin  forest,  and 
where  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  residue  of 
their  lives,  _  honored  pioneers  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  where  they 
lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends  and  contrib- 
uted their'  quota  to  the  development  of  the 
county.  In  Hinckley  township  Julius  Damon 
was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm,  in 
whose  work  he  early  began  to  lend  his  aid, 
and  his  educational  advantages  were  such  as 
were  afforded  in  the  somewhat  primitive 
schools  of  the  pioneer  epoch.  He  was  reared 
in  Hinckley  township,  where  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  landed  estate,  and  where 
he  devoted  his  active  career  to  diversified  agri- 
culture and  to  the  raising  of  high  grades  of 
live  stock.  He  was  one  of  the  popular  and 
influential  citizens  of  that  township,  was  a 
man  of  impregnable  integrity  and  honor,  and 
ever  commanded  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  various  township  offices.  His 
death  occurred  on  the  old  homestead,  Septem- 
bre  15,  1894,  and  his  cherished  and  devoted 
wife  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1900.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Ella,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Tennant,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan; 
George  J.,  of  this  sketch ;  Herbert  L..  who  is 
a  representative  farmer  of  Hinckley  township ; 
and  Lula  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  East- 


wood, a  prosperous  farmer  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Dr.  George  J.  Damon  completed  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  public  schools  of  West  Rich- 
field, Medina  county,  after  which  he  entered 
the  high  school  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  which 
he  attended  three  years.  Thereafter  he  taught 
for  two  terms  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  county,  after  which  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
J.  L.  Bean,  of  Medina.  After  effective  pre- 
liminary work  under  these  favorable  condi- 
tions, he  was  matriculated  in  the  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  in  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1886,  and  from  which  he  received  his 
well  earned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
After  his  graduation  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Hinckley  township,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  practice  for  eighteen  months,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  he  located  in  the  city  of  Medina, 
which  has  continued  the  headquarters  of  his 
labors  in  his  profession  during  the  long  inter- 
vening period  of  more  than  twenty  years.  He 
has  ever  continued  a  close  student  of  both 
branches  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Eastern  Ohio  Homeopathic 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  formerly 
president,  and  is  identified  also  with  the  Ohio 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Institute  of  Homeopathy,  and  the  Cleveland 
Central  Homeopathic  Medical  Society.  He  is 
also  a  censor  of  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Medical  Co'llege,  his  alma  mater. 

Dr.  Damon  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Medina 
County  National  Bank,  of  whose  directorate 
he  is  a  member,  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
both  the  Wood  Lumber  Company  and  the 
Medina  Telephone  Company,  and  also  a  di- 
rector of  both  those  companies.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Building  and  Loan 
Association  of  Akron  for  some  time,  and  also 
a  director.  He  is  the  owner  of  three  well 
improved  farms,  located  in  Hinckley.  York 
and  Montville  townships,  Medina  county,  and 
in  addition  to  general  agricultural  utilization 
each  of  these  farms  is  well  stocked  with  excel- 
lent grades  of  horses,  sheep  and  cattle.  Loyal 
and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  the  doctor  man- 
ifests a  lively  interest  in  all  that  tends  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  his  home  city  and 
county,  and  in  politics  he  gives  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party.  He  served  several 
years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
in  Medina,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the  hoard 
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of  trustees  of  the  Disciples  church.  In  a  fra- 
ternal way  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a  man  of  gracious  personality 
— one  of  "cheerful  yesterdays  and  confident 
to-morrows" — and  his  circle  of  friends  is  cir- 
cumscribed only  by  that  of  his  acquaintance- 
ship. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Disciples  church,  and  their  attractive  home  is 
known  for  its  generous  and  refined  hospitality. 
In  1884  Dr.  Damon  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Perlea  E.  Green,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Royalton,  her  father  being  the  late 
C.  J.  Green,  an  early  settler  of  Hinckley.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Damon  have  one  daughter,  Eulalia, 
and  one  son.  Virgil  G.,  both  of  whom  are 
(1909)  students  in  the  Medina  high  school. 

Captain  Edwin  G.  Huntington  is  the 
only  living  descendant  in  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
of  the  family  name  that  has  helped  to  make 
history  in  two  different  states.  Among  his 
ancestors  was  the  governor  of  Ohio  from 
1808  to  1810,  and  who  was  also  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  town  of  Fairport,  and  one  of 
the  true  pioneers  of  the  beautiful  and  inviting 
country  about  the  month  of  Grand  river. 
He  was  a  son  of  Governor  Julian  C.  Hunting- 
ton, of  Connecticut,  who  during  the  later 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  sent 
to  the  Western  Reserve  by  his  father  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  Connecticut  Land 
Company,  which  embraced  most  all  of  the 
land  on  which  the  city  of  Cleveland  is  now 
built.  The  records  show  that  in  1801  Mr. 
Huntington  acquired  possession  of  this  land, 
but.  becoming  infatuated  with  the  terri- 
tory at  the  mouth  of  Grand  river,  he  sold  it 
and  deserted  the  Cuyahoga  region,  which  has 
since  become  the  location  of  the  greatest  city 
of  Ohio.  Coming  to  what  is  now  Fairport, 
he  purchased  what  is  yet  known  as  the  Hunt- 
ington farm.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  as  a  major-general  and  later  as  pay- 
master in  the  regular  army.  History  relates 
of  Mr.  Huntington  that  prior  to  his  removal 
to  Fairport  he  made  many  trips  between  that 
city  and  Cleveland,  and  that  on  one  occasion 
he  was  attacked  by  a  pack  of  wolves  within 
two  miles  of  Cleveland,  the  attack  being  so 
ferocious  that  he  broke  his  umbrella  in  try- 
ing to  keep  the  animals  off,  to  which  and  to 
the  fleetness  of  his  horse  he  owned  the  pres- 
ervation of  his  life.  The  late  Edwin  Hunting- 
ton, whose  death  occurred  in  March  of  1902, 
was  a  grandson  of  Governor  Huntington,  and 
he  left  to  his  son,  Captain  Edwin  G.   Hunt- 


ington, a  wealth  of  historical  relics  which  have 
been  loaned  to  the  Lake  County  Historical 
Society. 

Captain  Edwin  G.  Huntington  is  a  son  of 
Edwin  and  Rhoda  (Green)  Huntington,  and 
was  born  May  4,  1875.  From  the  Painesville 
high  school  he  entered  Buchtel  College,  and 
later  studied  law  in  his  father's  office.  '  He 
was  also  for  a  time  the  editor  of  the  Northern 
Ohio  Journal,  and  for  thirteen  years  was  a 
member  of  Company  M,  Fifth  Regiment  of 
Ohio  National  Guards.  He  was  with  his  regi- 
ment in  Florida,  ready  for  active  service,  dur- 
ing the  Spanish-American  war,  and  was  re- 
tired with  the  rank  of  captain  in  1907.  Re- 
turning home,  he  embarked  in  the  fire  insur- 
ance business,  and  about  five  years  ago  he 
was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  which 
office  lie  has  been  twice  returned,  and  therein 
has  shown  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law 
and  the  working  of  an  analytical  mind.  By 
far  the  greater  number  of  his  decisions,  when 
questioned,  have  been  upheld  by  the  rulings 
of  a  higher  court,  and  when  the  question  of 
the  rights  of  Finnish  children  in  the  public 
schools  came  up  in  his  court  for  settlement  he 
proved  himself  to  be  something  of  a  diplomat 
as  well  as  an  interpreter  of  the  law.  The 
children  were  represented  by  a  Finnish  coun- 
sel, and  for  a  time  it  looked  as  if  the  question 
might  bring  about  international  complications. 
Mr.  Huntington  has  at  times  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  a  stanch  and  true  Republican, 
and  fraternally  is  both  a  Mason  and  an  Elk. 

Rev.  Charles  Franklin  Thwing,  D.  D., 
LL.  D..  of  Cleveland,  president  of  Western 
Reserve  University  and  Adelbert  College,  was 
recognized  for  years  as  one  of  the  able  Con- 
gregational ministers  of  the  country,  and  since 
he  relinquished  his  active  pastoral  duties  has 
earned  even  a  broader  and  higher  name  in  the 
province  of  education.  Born  at  Xew  Sharon, 
Maine,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1853,  he  is 
a  son  of  Hon.  Joseph  Perkins  and  Hannah 
Morse  (Hopkins)  Thwing,  and  comes  of  an 
old  family  of  England  and  Xew  England, 
which  for  many  generations  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  founding  and  development  of 
the  province  and  state  of  Maine,  in  its  busi- 
ness, industrial,  professional  and  public  affairs. 
The  first  of  the  name  to  emigrate  to  America 
was  Benjamin  Thwing,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land about  1619;  in  1635  crossed  the  ocean 
on  the  ship  "Susan  and  Ellen,"  and  in  April 
of  that  vear  settled  in  Boston,  where  he  fol- 
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lowed  his  trade  as  a  joiner  for  many  years. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  First  church  De- 
cember 17,  1643,  and  died  in  Boston  about 
1672.  His  wife,  Deborah,  also  probably  of 
English  birth,  had  joined  the  First  church  of 
Boston  August  9,  1642.  Succeeding  Benja- 
min Thwing,  the  seven  direct  ancestors  of  Dr. 
Thwing  were  John,  Nathaniel,  Nathaniel  II, 
John,  Nathaniel  III  and  Joseph.  John  Thwing, 
a  seaman,  was  born  in  Boston,  November  21, 
1644.  and  died  in  that  city  September  6,  1690. 
He  married  Mary  Messinger,  January  6,  1669, 
his  wife  being  born  in  Boston,  about  1650,  and 
dying  there  in  1705  or  1706.  John  Thwing, 
who  was  a  shipwright  and  sailmaker,  born  in 
Boston,  October  16,  1670,  married  Martha 
Drew,  August  14,  1692.  Nathaniel  Thwing, 
a  baker  by  trade,  was  a  native  of  Boston,  born 
August  17,  1703;  became  prominent  in  its 
military  and  civic  affairs,  and  eventually  trans- 
ferred the  home  and  fortunes  of  the  family  to 
Maine.  In  1736  he  became  a  member  of  Bos- 
ton's Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany and  in  1743  was  elected  lieutenant  in  a 
regiment.  In  the  campaign  against  Louisburg 
he  served  as  major  and  captain  of  the  third 
company  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment and  afterward  was  lieutenant  colonel  of 
a  provincial  regiment.  In  1752  Nathaniel 
Thwing  I  was  sent  to  Frankfort,  on  the  Ken- 
nebec river,  as  a  representative  of  the  Plym- 
outh Company,  to  open  the  country  to  settle- 
ment. The  record  shows  that  on  July  10th 
of  the  following  year  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  standing  committee  of  the  First  church, 
and,  in  1764,  a  selectman  of  Boston.  His  first 
wife  (nee  Joanna  Davis),  whom  he  married 
in  1727,  was  born  at  Boston,  May  27.  1707, 
and  died  in  that  city,  September  6,  1749.  In 
the  following-  year  he  wedded  Mrs.  Martha 
ClaT.  and  died  in  his  native  city,  April  18, 
1768.  His  son,  Nathaniel  Thwing  II  was 
even  —ore  prominent  as  a  public  character, 
but  his  1  est  service  was  rendered  the  section 
of  the  orovin.ce  of  Massachusetts  Bay  now 
known  as  the  state  of  Maine.  Born  in  Bos- 
ton. Tune  26,  1731.  in  1757  he  removed  to  the 
banks  of  the  Kennebec  and  settled  in  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  which  his  father  was  so 
active  in  colonizing.  He  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  town  of  Woolwich,  being  an 
official  in  March,  1764;  was  admitted  to  the 
local  church  June  30.  1765.  and  afterward  was 
one  of  its  deacons.  The  second  Nathaniel  was 
also  one  of  the  first  overseers  of  Bowdoin 
College;    was  appointed  town  justice  in   1777. 


and  a  councillor  in  1780,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  became  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas  for  Lincoln 
county.  About  the  same  time  he  commenced 
a  seven  years'  service  as  justice  of  the  peace ; 
was  representative  to  the  general  court  in 
1782;  was  appointed  register  of  probate  of 
Lincoln  county  in  January,  1787,  and  county 
treasurer  in  1792.  He  died  at  Woolwich, 
April  6,  1817.  His  wife,  whom  he  had  mar- 
ried in  Boston,  November  2,  1756,  was  for- 
merly Abigail  Greenough.  She  was  a  native 
of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  born  in  April, 
1730,  and  died  at  Woolwich,  July  16,  1806. 
John  Greenough  Thwing,  the  son  of  Nathaniel 
II,  was  born  at  Woolwich,  September  29, 
1772,  and  died  in  that  town,  March  1,  1835, 
having  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer.  His  wife 
( Priscilla  Trott),  to  whom  he  was  married 
August  26,  1798,  was  also  born  in  the  place, 
July  15,  1774,  and  died  there,  March  27,  1849. 
Nathaniel  Thwing  III,  son  of  John  G.  and 
Priscilla  Trott,  was  a  native  of  Woolwich, 
born  July  20,  1805,  and  died  at  Industry, 
Maine,  April  6,  1840.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
avocation  and  a  Baptist  in  religion.  He  mar- 
ried Joanna  Perkins,  March  5,  1828,  she  hav- 
ing been  born  at  Woolwich,  September  22, 
1801,  and  died  at  Industry,  February  13, 
1872.  This  couple  became  the  grandparents  of 
Charles  Franklin  Thwing.  His  father,  Joseph 
Perkins,  born  in  Woolwich  on  the  3rd  of  No- 
vember, 183 1,  spent  his  active  business  life  as 
a  tanner,  and  lives  in  Farmington,  Maine.  In 
1869  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Maine 
house  of  representatives;  has  been  a  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  church  for  many  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  influen- 
tial men  in  his  section  of  the  state.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  M.  Hopkins,  of  New 
Sharon,  Maine,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1853, 
his  wife  being  a  native  of  that  place,  born 
January  4,  1828,  died  at  Farmington,  Maine, 
January  16,  1910.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Joshua  Morse  and  Sophronia  (Mason)  Hop- 
kins, and  on  the  paternal  side  was  descended 
from  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Elder  William 
Brewster  (  Pilgrims  of  the  "Mayflower"  )  and 
from  Governor  Thomas  Prence. 

Dr.  Thwing's  education  has  been  broad  and 
thorough  in  both  the  literary  and  theological 
courses.  In  1871  he  graduated  from  Phil- 
lips Andover  Academy,  in  [876  from  Harvard 
University  and  in  187^  from  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  his  honorary  degrees  being 
as  follows:    LL.   D.,   from   Marietta  and   Illi- 


732 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


nois  Colleges  in  1894,  from  Waynesburg  Col- 
lege in  1901  and  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College  in  1902 ;  and  D.  D.,  from  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary  in  1888.  In  1879  Dr. 
Thwing  was  ordained  to  the  Congregational 
ministry,  serving  as  pastor  of  the  North 
Avenue  Congregational  church  of  Cambridge. 
Massachusetts,  for  the  succeeding  seven  years, 
and  as  pastor  of  the  Plymouth  church  of  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota,  from  1886  to  1890.  Since 
the  latter  year  he  has  held  the  presidency  of 
Western  Reserve  University  and  Adelbert  Col- 
lege. In  1878,  the  year  preceding  his  gradu- 
ation from  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  he 
had  published  his  first  book.  '"American  Col- 
leges," and  "The  Reading  of  Books"  (1883) 
and  "The  Family"  (with  Mrs.  Thwing,  1886) 
were  issued  while  he  was  engaged  at  Cam- 
bridge in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Then  fol- 
lowed "The  Working  Church."  "Within  Col- 
lege Walls,"  "The  College  Woman"  (1894), 
"The  American  College  in  American  Life," 
"The  Best  Life,"  "College  Administration" 
(1900),  "The  Youth's  Dream  of  Life,"  "God 
in  His  World,"  "If  I  Were  a  College  Stu- 
dent" (1902),  "The  Choice  of  a  College" 
(1901),  "A  Liberal  Education  and  a  Liberal 
Faith"  (1903),  "College  Training  and  the 
Business  Man,"  "A  History  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion in  America"  (1907),  and  "Education  in 
the  Far  East"  (1909).  He  is  also  a  valued 
contributor  to  current  literature  on  kindred 
topics,  and  a  popular  and  instructive  lecturer 
on  educational  and  social  subjects.  It  may  be 
added  that  he  is  associate  editor  of  "Bibli- 
otheca  Sacra" :  senator  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa ; 
secretary  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Teaching,  and  a  member  of 
the  University  Club  of  Cleveland. 

Dr.  Thwing  has  been  twice  married — first, 
to  Miss  Carrie  Frances  Butler,  who  died  April 
24,  1898.  She  was  a  student  at  Vassar  Col- 
lege and  a  lady  of  fine  culture  and  beautiful 
character.  Her  parents  were  Francis  Gould 
and  Julia  (Wendell)  Butler,  her  father  being 
a  banker  of  Farmington,  Maine,  where  he 
also  served  as  a  selectman  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  state  legislature.  On  Decem- 
ber 22,  1906,  Dr.  Thwing  married,  as  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Mary  Gardiner  Dunning, 
a  daughter  of  David  Montgomery  and  Alice 
(Hutchinson)  Dunning,  of  Auburn,  New 
York,  and  a  graduate  of  Yassar  (A.  B..  '97). 
The  children  by  the  first  marriage  are  as  fol- 
lows:  Mary  Butler  Thwine,  born  in  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  October  30,  1880,  and 


a  graduate  of  the  Woman's  College  of  West- 
ern Reserve  University,  who,  on  May  26, 
1909,  married  James  M.  Shallenberger,  a  law- 
yer of  Cleveland;  Francis  Butler  Thwing, 
born  in  Cleveland,  February  20,  1891,  and 
Apphia  Thwing.  born  in  that  city,  August 
23,   1892. 

Washington  W.  Boyntox. — Among  those 
who  have  conferred  dignity  and  honor  upon 
the  bench  and  bar  of  Ohio,  a  commonwealth 
that  has  ever  held  high  prestige  for  the  fine 
personnel  of  its  corps  of  legists  and  jurists 
as  one  generation  has  followed  another  onto 
the  stage  of  life's  activities,  is  numbered 
Judge  Washington  W.  Boynton,  who  is  now 
living  virtually  retired  in  the  city  of  Elyria, 
the  judicial  center  of  his  native  county.  He 
served  with  distinction  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state  and  also  as  judge 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  his  district, 
was  long  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  as  an 
advocate  few  men  who  have  practiced  at  the 
bar  of  the  old  Buckeye  state  have  shown 
greater  power  and  versatility,  or  attained  to 
higher  reputation.  The  judge  is  a  native  son 
of  the  Western  Reserve  and  a  scion  of  one 
of  its  sterling  and  honored  pioneer  families. 
He  has  manifested  great  interest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  fine  old  Reserve,  has  delved 
deeply  into  its  records,  from  early  to  later 
days,  and  his  interest  in  its  annals  has  been 
of  most  insistent  order,  as  indicated  by  his 
valuable  contributions  to  its  history.  In  view 
of  the  conditions  summed  up  in  this  para- 
graph, it  will  be  readily  understood  that  there 
is  all  of  consistency  in  according  in  this  work 
special  recognition  to  the  honored  citizen 
whose  name  introduces  this  article. 

Judge  Washington  Wallace  Boynton  was 
born  in  Russia  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  27th  of  January.  1833.  and  is  a  son 
of  General  Lewis  D.  and  Ruth  (Wellman) 
Boynton,  both  natives  of  the  state  of  Maine 
and  representatives  of  families  founded  in 
New  England  in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of 
our  national  history. 

General  Lewis  D.  Boynton  was  born 
August  5,  1802,  and  reared  to  maturity  in 
the  old  Pine  Tree  state,  whence  he  came  to 
Ohio  in  the  year  1826,  becoming  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Russia  township.  Lorain 
county,  where  he  secured  a  large  tract  of  wild 
land,  the  greater  portion  of  which  he  reclaimed 
from  the  virgin  forest.     In  fact,  it  is  a  matter 
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of  record  that  much  of  the  land  now  included 
within  the  borders  of  Russia  township  was 
cleared  by  him  and  his  assistants.  He  was 
a  man  of  such  strong  mentality  and  marked 
individuality  that  he  naturally  became  a  leader 
in  thought  and  action  in  the  pioneer  commu- 
nity, wielding  much  influence  in  public  affairs 
and  commanding  the  unqualified  esteem  of 
all  who  knew  him.  In  the  early  days  he  was 
a  brigadier-genera!  of  the  state  militia.  He 
continued  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  great 
basic  industry  of  agriculture  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  active  career,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  September,  1871. 

The  genealogy  of  Judge  Boynton  in  the 
agnatic  lines  is  traced  back  in  a  direct  way 
to  Sir  Matthew  Boynton,  who  was  created  a 
baronet  on  the  25th  of  May,  1618,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  English  parliament  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  During  the  civil  wars 
his  sympathies  and  aid  were  enlisted  in  the 
Republican  cause.  His  second  son,  Matthew, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert 
Stapleton,  came  to  America  about  the  year 
1632.  settling  in  Xew  England,  that  cradle 
of  so  much  of  our  national  history,  and  with 
John  and  William  Rowley  Boynton,  who  came 
to  this  country  about  the  same  time,  became 
the  founder  of  the  Boynton  family  in  the  new 
world.  The  mother  of  Judge  Boynton,  born 
February  22.  1806,  was  likewise  of  stanch 
English  lineage,  and  her  ancestors  were  num- 
bered among  the  early  colonial  settlers  of  New 
England.  She  passed  the  closing  years  of  her 
life  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  died  on  the  27th  day  of 
January,   1840. 

Judge  Washington  W.  Boynton  was  reared 
under  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  pioneer 
farm,  and  such  were  the  exigencies  of  time 
and  place  that  his  early  scholastic  advantages 
were  not  of  high  academic  order.  He  early 
began  to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  work  of 
the  home  farm,  and  his  experience  in  this 
connection  doubtless  had  much  to  do  with 
the  begetting  of  that  deep  appreciation  that 
he  has  always  shown  for  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  honest  toil  and  endeavor.  I  [e  availed 
himself  of  the  advantage  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  also  attended  an 
academic  institution  then  designated  as  a 
select  school,  but  he  was  unable  to  secure  a 
collegiate  education.  None,  however,  can 
doubt  the  wide  scope  of  his  intellectuality, 
nor  doubt  that  he  has  fully  made  good  the 
handicap  of  tailier  year-.      His  alert  and  re- 


ceptive mind  enabled  him  to  make  rapid  and 
substantial  advancement  in  his  studies  as  a 
boy,  as  is  evident  when  we  revert  to  the  fact 
that  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  proved  himself  eligible  for  pedagogic 
honors  and  initiated  successful  work  as  a 
teacher  in  the  district  schools.  In  the  initial 
stages  of  his  labors  in  this  field  he  taught  only 
during  the  winter  terms,  but  from  1855  to 
1857  he  conducted  a  select  school  in  Amherst 
township.  Through  close  and  appreciative 
private  study  he  advanced  himself  in  the 
higher  academic  branches,  and  even  as  a 
young  man  he  became  known  as  one  of  lib- 
eral education.  While  conducting  the  select 
school,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  he 
served  as  the  examiner  of  teachers  for  Lorain 
county.  His  natural  predilections  early 
marked  him  as  one  to  whom  the  legal  pro- 
fession would  most  strongly  appeal,  and  it 
was  a  common  statement  among  the  people 
of  the  neighborhood,  while  he  was  still  a  boy, 
that  he  was  "cut  out  for  a  lawyer."  Thus 
he  began  reading  law  while  still  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  having  as  his  preceptor  and 
director  his  uncle,  Elbridge  Gerry  Boynton. 
who  was  then  one  of  the  representative  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  the  Western  Reserve,  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Elyria.  While  giving 
his  days  to  the  exacting  work  of  teaching. 
Judge  Boynton  so  assiduously  improved  his 
otherwise  leisure  hours  by  technical  study  that 
he  secured,  admission  to  the  bar  in  1856, 
though  he  did  not  begin  the  active  work  of 
his  profession  until  1858.  In  1857  he  estab- 
lished his  residence  in  Elyria,  where  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  General  L.  A. 
Sheldon,  with  whom  he  continued  to  be  thus 
associated  until  1 861,  when  General  Sheldon 
tendered  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union 
and  went  forth  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  an 
( )hio  regiment  of  volunteer-  (  Forty-second 
Ohio),  later  attaining  much  distinction  as  a 
gallant  officer  of  the  Civil  war. 

Judge  Boynton  soon  gained  much  local 
repute  in  his  profession,  and  from  the  spring 
of  [859  until  the  autumn  of  [863  he  served 
as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Lorain  county. 
Within  this  period  he  formed  a  partnership 
alliance  with  John  O  Hale,  who  was  then  a 
promising  young  attorney,  but  this  partner- 
ship was  soon  terminated,  as  Judge  Boyn- 
ton's  health  became  so  seriously  impaired 
that,  in  1863.  he  was  compelled  to  resign  his 
practice  and  seek  change  of  climate  and  en- 
vironment,    lie  went  to   Minneapolis,  but  re- 
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mained  in  the  west  until  the  spring  of  1864, 
when,  with  partially  recuperated  physical 
forces,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Elyria. 
In  the  meanwhile  his  former  partner,  Judge 
Hale,  had  succeeded  him  as  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  the  county. 

Upon  his  return  to  Elyria,  Judge  Boynton 
entered  into  a  professional  partnership  with 
Laertes  B.  Smith,  with  whom  he  was  thus 
pleasantly  associated  until  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1869,  when  Governor  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,  who  later  became  president  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  him  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  the  Fourth  judicial 
district,  whereupon  he  retired  from  the  law 
firm  of  Boynton  &  Smith  and  entered  upon 
his  initial  service  as  a  member  of  the  judi- 
ciary of  his  native  state,  his  district  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Lorain,  Medina  and 
Summit.  He  served  on  the  common-pleas 
bench  until  February  9,  1877,  and  his  able 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  office  had 
in  the  meanwhile  marked  him  for  more  dis- 
tinguished honors.  On  the  date  mentioned 
he  took  his  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state,  having  been  elected  to  this 
office  in  October,  1876.  As  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate justices  of  the  supreme  court,  Judge 
Boynton's  fame  rests  secure  in  the  history 
of  that  tribunal,  of  which  he  continued  a 
member  for  nearly  five  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  ill  health  again  compelled  him 
to  retire,  his  resignation  having  taken  place 
in  November,  1881. 

Soon  after  his  retirement  from  the  supreme 
bench.  Judge  Boynton  located  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  and  his  high  professional  standing 
and  splendid  record  as  a  jurist  soon  gained 
to  him  a  large  and  representative  clientage  in 
that  city.  So  rapidly  did  his  practice  expand 
and  so  great  became  its  exactions  that  he 
soon  found  it  necessary  to  enlist  the  aid  of  a 
coadjutor.  Under  these  conditions  he  ex- 
tended an  earnest  invitation  to  his  former 
associate.  Judge  John  C.  Hale,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him  on  the  bench  of  the  common  pleas 
court,  to  become  his  partner  in  Cleveland. 
Judge  Hale  at  once  resigned  his  place  on  the 
bench  and  joined  his  former  confrere  and 
valued  friend  in  Cleveland,  where  they  estab- 
lished the  law  firm  of  Boynton  &  Hale.  They 
built  up  a  very  extensive  general  practice  and 
were  concerned  in  many  of  the  most  important 
litigations  in  the  courts,  both  state  and  federal, 
of  Cuyahoga  and  surrounding  counties,  and 
attained  to  the  highest  standing  at  the  bar  of 


the  state.  In  1888  Norton  T.  Horr  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  firm,  whose  title  was  then 
changed  to  Boynton,  Hale  &  Horr.  This 
effective  alliance  obtained  until  1892,  when 
Judge  Hale  retired,  having  been  elected  to  the 
bench  of  the  circuit  court.  Thereafter  the 
firm  of  Boynton  &  Horr  continued  to  handle 
the  large  and  important  professional  business 
until  the  1st  of  January,  1897,  when  Judge 
Boynton  retired  from  the  firm.  Thereafter 
he  devoted  his  attention  for  several  years  to 
the  trial  of  special  cases  and  to  assisting  other 
lawyers  in  the  trial  of  cases  involving  impor- 
tant and  intricate  legal  questions.  Few  mem- 
bers of  the  Ohio  bar  were  better  fortified  for 
this  special  field  of  practice,  and  in  connec- 
tion therewith  Judge  Boynton  gained  a  repu- 
tation that  far  transcended  local  limitations. 
His  long  experience  in  general  practice  and 
on  the  bench,  as  correlated  with  an  extraordi- 
nary legal  mind,  gained  to  him  acknowledged 
leadership.  As  an  advocate  his  powers  reached 
their  apotheosis.  He  has  ever  been  a  close 
and  appreciative  student  of  the  science  of 
jurisprudence,  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
fundamental  principles,  has  a  remarkable 
memory  for  recalling  at  will  both  precedents 
and  incidental  decisions,  and  thus  he  was  ever 
resourceful  and  in  command  of  the  situation 
in  presenting  his  cause  before  court  or  jury. 
Profound  and  exact  in  his  legal  erudition, 
strong  in  dialectic  powers,  forceful  in  the 
clarity  and  precision  of  his  diction,  and  with 
a  most  pleasing  personal  presence,  he  natur- 
ally achieved  pre-eminence  as  a  trial  lawyer. 
His  judicial  acumen  avoided  for  him  that 
rigidity  of  prejudice  that  frequently  mars  the 
efforts  of  brilliant  intelligence  in  the  legai 
profession.  Judge  Boynton  ever  showed  clear 
intuition  of  the  credibility  and  force  of  evi- 
dence, and  his  intellectual  integrity  and  recti- 
tude, his  force  of  will,  and  his  conscientious 
thoroughness  made  him,  indeed,  a  formidable 
antagonist.  Loyal,  generous  and  kindly  in  his 
relations  with  his  fellowmen,  knowing  well 
the  springs  of  human  thought  and  motive,  he 
is  tolerant  in  his  judgment,  places  true  valua- 
tions upon  men  and  affairs,  and  is  well  worthy 
of  the  unequivocal  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  professional  confreres  and  the  general 
public. 

In  politics  Judge  Boynton  is  a  stalwart  in 
the  camp  of  the  Republican  party,  which  came 
into  being  about  the  time  he  attained  to  his 
legal  majority,  and  he  has  been  an  able  and 
effective  advocate  of  its   principles   and   pcli- 
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cies.  From  1865  to  1867,  both  dates  inclusive, 
he  represented  Lorain  county  in  the  state 
legislature,  and  he  had  the  distinction  of  offer- 
ing the  resolution  providing  for  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  word  "white"  from  the  franchise 
qualification  of  the  state  constitution.  The 
resolution  was  defeated  in  the  house  on  the 
first  vote,  and  a  similar  resolution  was  later 
introduced  in  the  senate,  which  body  passed 
the  same.  The  measure  was  then  returned 
to  the  lower  house  and  was  here  adopted  after 
a  bitter  contest,  after  which  it  was  presented 
to  the  people  for  final  action  in  the  ensuing 
state  election.  It  was  on  this  issue  essen- 
tially that  the  Democratic  party  in  the  state  was 
victorious  over  the  Republican  party  by  more 
than  40,000  majority,  and  incidental  to  the  re- 
sult this  brought  about  was  the  election  of 
Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  Shortly  after  this  memorable  contest 
in  Ohio  the  United  States  Congress  amended 
the  federal  constitution  and  the  question  of 
franchise  was  settled  for  all  time. 

As  has  already  been  intimated.  Judge  Boyn- 
ton  has  shown  a  vital  interest  in  the  history 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  on  July  4,  1876, 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  our  national  inde- 
pendence, he  delivered  at  Elyria  a  very  com- 
prehensive and  interesting  address  pertaining 
to  the  early  history  of  this  favored  section 
of  the  state.  The  same  touched  more  espe- 
cially the  annals  of  Lorain  county,  and  in  this 
connection  he  was  able  to  draw  largely  from 
personal  experience.  This  address,  which  now 
constitutes  an  important  part  of  the  historical 
records  of  the  Western  Reserve,  is  known  as 
Tract  No.  83,  in  the  archives  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Historical  Society,  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland.  It  has  also  been  printed  in  book- 
let form  for  private  distribution,  and  the  data 
there  incorporated  not  only  show  careful  study 
and  long  and  involved  investigation,  but  the 
article  is  also  a  model  of  diction  and  of 
graphic  description. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1859,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Judge  Boynton  to 
Miss  Betsey  A.  Terrell,  who  was  horn  at 
North  Ridgeville.  Lorain  county.  <  Ihio,  a 
daughter  of  Ichabod  Terrell,  one  of  the  ster- 
ling pioneers  of  this  count}-.  No  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union.  A  number  of 
years  ago  Judge  Boynton  erected  at  North 
Ridgeville.  on  the  site  of  the  birthplace  and 
girlhood  home  of  his  wife,  an  attractive  and 
spacious  residence,  and  there  they  maintained 


their  home  until  1906,  when  they  removed  to 
Elyria  and  established  themselves  in  their 
present  attractive  residence,  on  Washington 
avenue,  where  they  dispense  a  gracious  hosT 
pitality  to  their  wide  circle  of  devoted  friends. 

James  B.  Wood. — Born  on  the  Reserve,  and 
reared  under  Western  Reserve  influences, 
James  B.  Wood,  of  Bellevue,  Ohio,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank,  has  had  a 
successful  career  as  a  business  man,  winning 
his  way  through  ability  and  energy.  A  son 
of  Joseph  Wood,  a  pioneer  settler,  he  was 
born,  February  1,  1844,  m  Lyme  township, 
Huron  county,  of  English  ancestry,  his  great- 
grandfather, named  Thomas  Wood,  having 
been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Longnor,  Stafford- 
shire, England. 

Thomas  Wood,  the  grandfather  of  James 
B.,  was  Dorn  in  Staffordshire,  England,  and 
as  a  young  man  learned  the  art  of  engraving. 
He  subsequently  inherited  his  father's  estate, 
and  on  it  spent  the  remainder  of  his  brief  life 
of  thirty-three  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  Gould,  spent  her  entire  life 
in  the  same  place,  attaining  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  She  was  three  times 
married,  her  children,  three  daughters  and  a 
son,  having  been  born  of  her  first  marriage. 

Joseph  Wood,  father  of  James  B.,  was  born 
in  Staffordshire,  England,  October  28,  1809. 
Inheriting  the  paternal  acres,  he  lived  on  the 
estate  until  1833,  when  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, crossing  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel, 
being  on  the  water  fifty-nine  days.  From 
New  York  he  came  by  canal,  stage  and  river 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  few 
months.  Locating  then  in  Huron  county,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  provision  business  a  year, 
after  which  he  bought  three  hundred  acres  of 
timber  and  prairie  land,  erected  a  house  of 
round  logs,  which  he  occupied  five  years.  But 
little  of  the  land  was  at  all  improved,  much 
of  it  being  under  water  a  large  part  of  the 
year,  causing  malaria.  Deer  and  other  wild 
game  abounded,  and  Milan,  which  was  con- 
nected with  the  lake  by  canal,  was  the  princi- 
pal market  and  depot  for  supplies,  all  land 
transportation  being  by  stage.  At  the  end  of 
five  years  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
spent  a  year,  and  then  started  by  the  way  of 
New  (  (rleans  for  his  old  home  in  England. 
He  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel  loaded  with 
cotton,  and  while  on  the  gulf  was  so  nearly 
wrecked  that  one-half  of  the  cargo  had  to  be 
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thrown  overboard.  Landing  in  England  at 
the  end  of  fifty-eight  days,  he  went  directly 
to  Etruria,  Staffordshire,  where  he  conducted 
a  dry  goods  business  for  fifteen  months.  Re- 
turning then  to  Ohio,  he  bought  land  at  Hunts 
Corners,  and  was  there  a  resident  until  1871, 
when  he  sold  out.  Buying  property  then  in 
Bellevue,  Sandusky  county,  he  lived  here  re- 
tired until  his  death.  May  29,  1893.  In  the 
meantime  he  traveled  extensively,  fifteen  times 
crossing  the  ocean  to  visit  his  old  home. 

Joseph  Wood  married  Martha  Hulme,  who 
was  born  in  Longnor,  Staffordshire,  England, 
where  her  parents.  George  and  Elizabeth 
(  Xeedham )  Hulme,  spent  their  entire  lives. 
She  died  in  Bellevue,  Ohio,  March  3,  1894, 
surviving  her  husband  less  than  a  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely : 
Julia  Ann,  widow  of  the  late  George  Sawyer, 
of  Lyme  township ;  Thomas  H.,  deceased ; 
Louisa  M.,  of  Bellevue ;  widow  of  the  late 
Howard  Smith,  married  for  her  first  husband 
Richard  B.  Wood,  who  lost  his  life  in  the 
Civil  war ;    and  James  B. 

Having  obtained  his  first  knowledge  of 
books  in  the  log  cabin  used  as  a  school  house 
at  Hunts  Corners,  James  B.  Wood  subse- 
quently continued  his  studies  at  Oberlin.  When 
a  lad  of  ten  years  he  began  assisting  on  the 
farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when  he  rented  the  home 
property,  which  he  managed  successfully  four 
years.  Locating  then  in  Bellevue,  Mr.  Wood 
was  for  four  years  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  furniture  with  his  brother  and  brother- 
in-law,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wood,  Sawyer 
&  Co.  He  subsequently  embarked  in  the  grain 
business,  becoming  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Wood  &  Close ;  starting  on  a  small  scale, 
with  but  one  elevator,  the  business  gradually 
enlarged  until  the  firm  had,  before  its  disso- 
lution, in  1888,  five  elevators  in  operation  along 
the  line  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  South- 
ern Railroad.  Buying  land  in  Erie  county  in 
1888,  Mr.  Wood  superintended  its  improve- 
ment for  three  years.  In  1891  he  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Bellevue,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  the 
bank  and  to  his  private  interests. 

On  September  12,  1867,  Mr.  Wood  married 
Julia  L.  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Bellevue, 
Huron  countv,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Bourdette 
and  Rhoda  (Harrington)  Wood.  Her  father, 
a  pioneer  of  this  county,  was  born  at  Manly 
Square,  Onondaga  county.  New  York,  while 
her   mother   was   born   at   the    mouth    of   the 


Conneaut  river,  where  her  parents  were  very 
early  settlers.  Mrs.  Wood  died  June  8,  1901, 
leaving  two  children  :  Benjamin  Bourdette  and 
Martha  Rhoda.  Benjamin  B.  Wood  was 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  with  the  class  of  1892, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession .  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he 
is  now  receiver  for  the  Lanning  Printing  Com- 
pany. He  married  Harriet  L.  Rood,  a  daugh- 
ter of  R.  K.  Rood,  and  they  have  two  sons : 
James  Lonsbury  and  Bourdette  Rood.  Martha 
Rhoda  Wood  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Terry 
Collins,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Air.  Wood  married,  second,  June  7.  1902, 
Emma  Rhoda  Sharpe,  who  was  born  in  Stock- 
ton, California.  Her  father,  Peter  George 
Sharpe,  a  native  of  Hudson.  New  York,  was 
one  of  the  early  merchants  of  Bellevue,  Ohio. 
In  1849  ne  organized  a  company  of  gold- 
seekers,  and  as  captain  of  the  little  band 
started  across  the  country  with  teams,  arriv- 
ing in  California  after  a  weary  journey  of 
several  months.  He  was  very  successful  in 
his  quest  for  the  yellow  metal,  and  returned 
to  Ohio  for  his  wife  and  children.  Starting 
back  with  them,  his  wife  was  taken  ill,  and 
died  on  the  plains,  he  continuing  his  trip  west- 
ward with  the  little  ones.  Coming  again  to 
Ohio  in  1863,  Mr.  Sharpe  married,  in  Belle- 
vue, Emeline  Amelia  Wood,  who  was  born  at 
Pike  Creek,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in  183 1,  and 
with  his  bride  returned  by  way  of  the  Isth- 
mus to  California,  locating  in  Stockton,  where 
their  daughter,  Emma  Rhoda,  now  Mrs.  James 
B.  Wood,  was  subsequently  born.  Mr.  Sharpe 
died  in  California.  September  24,  1897,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  and  his  widow  now  lives  with 
Air.  and  Airs.  Wood.  Politically,  Air.  Wood 
is  a  Republican,  and  religiously,  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Aletbodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Patrick  J.  Hutchinson. — Medina  county 

is  signally  favored  in  the  personnel  of  its  ex- 
ecutive officials  at  the  time  of  this  writing, 
and  one  of  the  number  is  Patrick  J.  Hutchin- 
son, the  able  and  popular  sheriff  of  the  county. 
He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  in  the 
shrievalty,  and  his  administration  has  been 
must  discriminative  and  effective.  He  is  also 
one  of  the  progressive  business  men  of  the 
younger  generation  in  the  city  of  Medina. 
lie  is  successfully  identified  with  the  coal- 
mining industry,  and  as  a  citizen  he  commands 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community. 
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Mr.  Hutchinson  finds  a  due  measure  of 
satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  he  is  a  native  of 
the  fine  old  Western  Reserve,  within  whose 
borders  his  entire  life  thus  far  has  been  passed. 
He  was  born  near  the  city  of  Akron,  Summit 
count)',  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1876, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (  Brodrick) 
Hutchinson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ire- 
land, and  there  they  were  also  married.  For 
many  years  John  Hutchinson  was  identified 
with  the  coal  mining'  industry  in  Medina 
county,  where  he  was  known  as  a  citizen  of 
sterling  character  and  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  enjoyed  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know 
them.  They  were  communicants  of  the  Cath- 
olic church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Hutchinson 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  died  in 
1899,  aged  63,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  is  now 
living  in  Wads  worth. 

Patrick  J.  Hutchinson  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  district  school  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  and  later  continued 
his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Wads- 
worth.  He  left  school  in  his  eighteenth  year 
and  became  his  father's  assistant  in  the  coal 
mining  business,  in  the  details  of  which  he 
gained  thorough  experience.  He  has  been 
identified  with  this  line  of  enterprise  in  Me- 
dina county,  and  the  mines  which  he  is  suc- 
cessfully operating  are  located  in  Wadsworth 
township.  The  product  of  these  mines  is  of 
superior  quality,  and  from  their  operation 
Mr.  Hutchinson  receives  a  good  income. 

Sheriff  Hutchinson  has  been  a  stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the 
Republican  part}'  from  the  time  of  attaining 
to  his  legal  majority,  and  he  has  rendered 
loyal  service  in  its  cause.  In  1905  he  was 
made  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  the  office 
of  sheriff  of  Medina  county,  and  was  elected 
by  a  gratifying  majority.  That  his  adminis- 
tration has  met  with  emphatic  popular  ap- 
proval is  clearly  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he 
was  chosen  as  his  own  successor  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  first  term,  of  two  years.  His  sec- 
ond term  will  expire  in  January.  1911.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  church, 
of  which  both  he  and  his  wife  are  commu- 
nicants. 

In  1901  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Ellen  Conlin,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Medina  county,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  Conlin,  old  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutch- 
inson have  two  children — Leonard  and  Irene. 


Horace  L.  IIine. — One  of  the  stanch  and 
popular  financial  institutions  of  the  Western 
Reserve  is  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mantua, 
Portage  county,  of  which  Mr.  Hine  is  the 
able  and  honored  president.  He  is  a  scion  of 
one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  Portage 
county,  and  in  his  career  as  a  citizen  and  busi- 
ness man  has  effectually  set  at  naught  all  ap- 
plication of  the  scriptural  aphorism  that  "a 
prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country."  384580 

Mr.  Hine  was  born  at  Shalersville,  Portage 
county,  ( )hio,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1859, 
and  is  a  son  of  Lyman  T.  and  Sylvia  (Crock- 
er) Hine.  He  was  the  only  child  of  this 
union,  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  who 
was  a  young  woman  at  the  time,  his  father 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  being  united  to 
Miss  Fida  Terrel,  and  they  are  survived  by 
one  daughter,  Hortense,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Frederick  B.  Haskins,  of  Mantua. 

Lyman  Hine,  grandfather  of  Horace  L., 
was  the  seventh  child  and  fifth  son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Stone)  Hine.  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  1750  and  the  latter  in  1754. 
Daniel  Hine  died  at  Shalersville,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  September  16,  1828.  at  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  in  the 
same  place  his  wife  died  February  6,  1812, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
last  to  pass  to  the  life  eternal  was  Lyman, 
whose  name  appears  at  the  opening  of  this 
paragraph.  All  of  these  children  were  born 
in  historic  old  Milford,  Connecticut,  where  the 
family  was  founded  in  the  early  colonial  days 
and  where  its  representatives  were  found  for 
several  generations.  In  1795  Daniel  Hine  re- 
moved thence  to  Warren,  Litchfield  county. 
Connecticut,  where  he  maintained  his  residence 
until  1806,  when  he  immigrated  with  bis  fam- 
ily to  Ohio  and  settled  in  the  region  retained 
by  his  native  state  and  known  as  the  Western 
Reserve.  He  located  first  in  Johnson  town- 
ship, Trumbull  county,  where  he  remained  two 
years  and  where  he  secured  land  and  pro- 
vided homes  for  his  eldest  son,  Daniel  Jr., 
and  his  daughter  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Bradley). 
In  1808  this  worthy  pioneer,  animated  by  the 
commendable  desire  of  providing  for  others  of 
his  children,  removed  to  Mahoning  county, 
where  he  secured  a  tract  of  land,  in  Canfield 
township,  where  he  tarried  for  two  years  and 
made  provision  for  his  third  son,  David.  In 
1810.  in  company  with  his  sons  Abel,  Heze- 
kiah  and  Lyman,  and  his  daughters  Polly  and 
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Abigail,  he  removed  to  Shalersville,  Portage 
county,  where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his 
long  and  useful  life.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
township  he  took  up  about  one  thousand  acres 
of  government  land,  lying  north  of  the  center, 
or  village  of  Shalersville,  and  the  old  home- 
stead became  well  known  as  the  John  George 
farm,  later  being  owned  by  H.  S.  Beecher  and 
many  others.  The  landed  estate  was  eventu- 
ally divided,  and  a  considerable  portion  is  still 
owned  by  the  direct  descendants  of  Daniel 
Hine,  who  left  his  old  home  in  Connecticut 
and  came  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio  in  order  to  make 
better  provision  for  his  children.  His  unselfish 
devotion  has  had  ample  justification,  as  has  his 
prescience  in  regard  to  the  opulent  develop- 
ment of  the  beautiful  old  Reserve,  whither  he 
came  as  a  pioneer  and  with  whose  interests 
he  continued  to  be  actively  identified  until  he 
was  summoned  from  the  field  of  life's  mortal 
endeavors,  in  the  fullness  of  years  and  well 
earned  honors. 

Lyman  Hine,  grandfather  of  Horace  L.,  of 
this  review,  was  born  September  2,  1792,  and 
thus  was  a  lad  of  about  sixteen  years  at  the 
time  of  the  family  removal  from  Connecticut 
to  the  Western  Reserve.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Portage  county,  and  in  Shalers- 
ville township  he  reclaimed  and  developed  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres.  He 
became  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  that 
section  of  the  county,  and  ever  commanded 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him.  At  the  time  of  the  war  of  1812  he  and 
his  brother  Hezekiah,  together  with  three  other 
residents  of  Shalersville,  were  drafted  for 
service,  in  the  year  1814.  They  first  reported 
at  Cleveland  and  thence  proceeded  on  foot  to 
Detroit,  Michigan,  where  they  were  engaged 
in  garrison  duty  about  six  months,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  they  received  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  to  their  homes. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  .1819,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Lyman  Hine  to  Miss  Sabrina 
Crosby,  who  was  born  February  9,  1801,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Lyman  Tully  Hine.  who  was  born  August  24, 
1824,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years,  and  Ellen  S.,  who  was  born  August  22, 
183 1,  and  who  was  the  wife  of  Henry  H.  Ste- 
vens, of  Ravenna.  Lyman  T.  Hine  was  born 
and  reared  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life  and  where  he  followed 
the  vocation  of  farming  until  his  death.  He 
well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honored  family 
name  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 


ential citizens  of  Shalersville  township.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party.  His  first  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Silas 
and  Cynthia  (Goodell)  Crocker,  who  were  pio- 
neers of  Portage  county,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  their  death. 

Horace  L.  Hine  was  reared  to  maturity  at 
Shalersville,  in  whose  public  schools  he  se- 
cured his  early  educational  discipline.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  1885,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Mantua,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  interested  principals  in  the  banking 
firm  of  Craft,  Hine  &  Company.  This  firm 
conducted  a  private  banking  business  until 
1894,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  that  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  under  which  latter 
title  the  enterprise  has  since  been  most  suc- 
cessfully conducted.  Mr.  Hine  became  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank  at  the  time  of 
the  Consolidation,  and  of  this  executive  office 
he  has  since  remained  incumbent.  He  has  di- 
rected the  policy  of  the  bank  with  marked  dis- 
crimination and  has  gained  recognition  as  one 
of  the  representative  factors  in  the  banking 
circles  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  is  also 
vice-president  of  the  Ravenna  National  Bank, 
a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Garretsville 
National  Bank,  and  a  member  of  the  wholesale 
lumbering  and  milling  firm  of  Hine  &  Cook, 
whose  lumber  mill  is  located  in  Mantua,  where 
yards  are  maintained,  as  well  as  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland.  He  is  a  practical,  far-sighted  and 
progressive  business  man,  and  his  career  has 
been  marked  by  cumulative  success,  the  while 
he  has  so  ordered  his  course  as  to  merit  and 
retain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  cap- 
italists of  the  famous  old  Reserve,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  interests  already  mentioned  it  may 
be  noted  that  he  is  treasurer  and  a  director  of 
the  Portage  County  Telephone  Company  and 
has  extensive  real  estate  investments  in  the 
west.  As  a  citizen  he  is  loyal  and  public- 
spirited,  but  the  only  office  in  which  he  has 
consented  to  serve  is  that  of  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  his  home  village  of 
Mantua — a  position  of  which  he  has  been  in- 
cumbent for  many  years.  His  political  alle- 
giance is  indicated  by  the  active  support  which 
he  gives  to  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 
In  1886  was  recorded  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hine  to  Miss  Ella  Blanchfield,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Portage  county,  and  they  have 
five  children,  namely:  Burt  H.,  Henry  S., 
Leo  B.,  Irving,  and  Coleta. 
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John  Aubrey  Wright. — A  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  Cellevue.  John  A.  Wright 
is  an  important  factor  in  promoting  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  this  section  of  the  Reserve, 
and  is  identified  officially  with  some  of  its  fore- 
most enterprises,  being  president  of  the 
Wright  Banking  Company,  vice-president  and 
director  in  the  Bellevue  Stone  Company,  and 
likewise  in  the  Conway  Steel  Range  Company. 
A  native  of  Huron  count)-,  he  was  born, 
March  28,  1858,  in  Groton  township,  a  son  of 
John  and  Betsey  (  Ford )  Wright.  Further 
ancestral  and  parental  history  may  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  his  brother,  Hubert  Wright. 

Receiving  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
district  school,  John  A.  Wright  afterwards  at- 
tended the  public  school  in  Norwalk.  Subse- 
quently taking  a  preparatory  course  at  the 
academy  in  Hudson,  he  entered  the  Western 
Reserve  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1880.  Mr.  Wright  was 
salutatorian  of  his  class  and  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa.  Entering  then  upon  a  pro- 
fessional career,  Mr.  Wright  taught  school 
successfully  for  seven  years,  when  he  resigned 
to  become  vice-president  of  the  Wright  Bank- 
ing Company,  established  by  his  father.  In 
that  position  he  proved  so  capable  and  faithful 
that  upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  made 
president  of  the  institution,  and  is  performing 
the  duties  thus  devolving  upon  him  with  char- 
acteristic fidelity  and  efficiency. 

Mr.  Wright  married  first,  in  January,  1890, 
Ellen  M.  McKeown,  who  was  burn  in  Youngs- 
town,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ade- 
line McKeown.  She  died  September  8,  1896, 
leaving  two  children,  Adeline  Ford  and  John 
Aubrey.  Mr.  Wright  married  second,  in  1902, 
Gertrude  W.  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Bellevue. 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Melvin  and  Helen  Wood, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Mar- 
garet and  Paul  Weber.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  church, 
which  he  has  served  as  trustee,  while  in  its 
Sunday  school  he  has  been  a  teacher.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Wright  is  a  straightforward  Repub- 
lican, and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  state  and 
county  conventions.  He  is  interested  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  has  rendered  appreciated 
service  as  president  of  the  local  school  board. 

Colonel  George  Tod  Perkins  is  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  and  most  honored 
citizens  of  his  native  city  of  Akron,  and  is  a 
scion  of  families  whose  names  have  long  been 


prominent  and  distinguished  in  the  annals  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  It  was  his  to  render  to 
the  nation  the  valiant  service  of  a  loyal  soldier 
of  the  republic  during  the  Civil  war,  in  which 
he  gained  his  title  of  colonel  and  in  the  various 
associations  of  "times  of  peace"  he  has  mani- 
fested the  same  intrinsic  loyalty  which  charac- 
terized him  during  his  years  of  gallant  service 
on  the  battle  fields  of  the  south.  This  fact 
alone  stands  voucher  for  his  hold  upon  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  in 
which  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been 
passed,  and  to  the  progress  and  material  pros- 
perity of  which  he  has  contributed  in  no  insig- 
nificant measure.  He  was  president  of  the 
Akron  Rubber  Company  and  the  B.  F.  Good- 
rich Company,  two  of  the  important  industrial 
concerns  of  Akron,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  also  held  the  office  of  president  of  the  Sec- 
ond National  Bank.  He  retired  from  the  pres- 
idency of  these  companies  when  70  years  of 
age. 

Colonel  Perkins  was  born  in  Akron  on  the 
5th  of*May,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Colonel  Si- 
mon and  Grace  Ingersoll  (Tod)  Perkins,  of 
whom  more  specific  mention  is  made  on  other 
pages  of  this  work,  where  appears  a  memoir 
of  his  honored  father,  who  was  long  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Summit 
county.  George  T.  Perkins  gained  his  pre- 
liminary educational  discipline  in  the  common 
schools  of  Akron  and  later  took  a  course  of 
study  in  Marietta  College.  In  1859  he  went 
to  Youngstown,  where  he  became  secretary  of 
the  Brier  Hill  Iron  Company,  in  which  the 
principal  stockholder  was  his  maternal  uncle, 
the  late  Hon.  David  Tod.  who  became  gover- 
nor of  the  state  and  left  a  deep  and  beneficent 
impress  upon  the  history  of  Ohio.  Colonel 
Perkins  was  thus  actively  identified  with  busi- 
ness interests  at  Youngstown  until  there  came 
the  call  of  higher  duty,  when  the  integrity  of 
the  Union  was  thrown  into  jeopardy  through 
armed  rebellion.  He  responded  to  President 
Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers,  and  in  April, 
1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B, 
Nineteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  His 
company  forthwith  elected  him  to  the  office  of 
second  lieutenant,  and  he  was  with  his  com- 
mand in  active  service  in  West  Virginia  until 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  when 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  In  the 
three  months'  service,  in  1861,  he  re-enlisted 
and  was  made  major  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which  he 
became  lieutenant-colonel  on  the  16th  of  July, 
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1863,  and   colonel   on  the    18th  of   February, 

1864.  He  continued  in  active  service  until 
victory  had  crowned  the  Union  arms  and  he 
was  mustered  out  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
June  3,  1865,  after  having  participated  with 
his  command  in  the  Grand  Review.  He  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  upon  his  return 
to  Ohio.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  most 
notable  battles  which  marked  the  progress  of 
the  great  internecine  conflict,  including  that 
of  Perryville,  Kentucky,  where  two  of  his  cap- 
tains and  forty-seven  of  his  men  were  killed. 
He  was  also  an  active  participant  in  the  mem- 
orable battles  at  Hoover's  Gap,  Chickamauga, 
Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  and  was  with  Sherman's  forces  in 
the  seige  of  Atlanta,  after  which  he  com- 
manded his  regiment  on  the  historic  march 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He  won  promotion 
and  distinction  through  his  able  and  gallant 
services,  and  ever  held  the  confidence  and  se- 
cured the  hearty  support  of  those  in  his  com- 
mand. His  continued  interest  in  his  old  com- 
rades in  arms  is  signified  by  his  membership 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  whose 
ranks  are  rapidly  being  thinned  by  the  one 
invincible  foe  of  mankind. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Perkins 
returned  to  Akron,  with  whose  business  in- 
terests he  at  once  identified  himself.  From 
1867  to  1870  he  was  secretary,  being  also  one 
of  the  organizers,  of  the  corporation  of  Taplin, 
Rice  &  Company,  manufacturers  of  stoves  and 
general  founders,  and  in  the  year  last  men- 
tioned he  became  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Akron.  In  this  office  he  continued  until  1876, 
and  thereafter  he  served  as  cashier  of  the  in- 
stitution until  its  consolidation  with  the  Sec- 
ond National  Bank,  in  March,  1888,  when  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Second  National, 
whose  executive  head  he  continued  thereafter 
until  he  resigned  the  office,  though  he  is  still  a 
stockholder  and  director.  He  has  been  a  dom- 
inating figure  in  local  business  circles  for 
many  years,  and  no  citizen  is  held  in  more 
unequivocal  esteem  in  the  community.  His 
interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  advancement 
and  civic  and  material  welfare  of  his  native 
city  has  been  of  the  most  insistent  type,  and 
through  one  generous  benefaction  long  will 
his  name  be  perpetuated,  since  in  1900  he  pre- 
sented to  the  city  a  tract  of  seventy-six  acres 
of  land  for  park  purposes,  to  be  known  as 
Perkins  Park.  This  tract  is  most  eligibly  lo- 
cated, and  is  rapidly  being  transformed  into 


one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  parks — a  place 
to  be  appreciated  by  all  classes  of  citizens. 
In  politics  Colonel  Perkins  is  found  arrayed 
as  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  principles  and 
policies  for  which  the  Republican  party  stands 
sponsor,  and  he  has  rendered  efficient  service 
in  its' cause,  though  never  ambitious  for  public 
office.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Congregational  church,  in  whose  work 
they  have  ever  shown  an  active  and  zealous 
interest.  The  colonel  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The  beautiful 
home  of  Colonel  Perkins  is  located  at  90  North 
Prospect  street,  and  has  long  been  a  recog- 
nized center  of  gracious  hospitality. 

On  the  6th  orOctober,  1865,  Colonel  Per- 
kins was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alary  F. 
Rawson,  who  was  born  in  Massillon,  and 
reared  in  Cleveland,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Mary  ( Folger)  Rawson.  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Perkins  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  of  whom  the  only  survivor  is  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Charles  B.  Raymond,  of  Akron. 

William  A.  Simpson. — No  name  is  more 
honored  in  the  history  of  the  city  of  Sandusky 
than  that  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  and 
none  is  more  worthy  of  a  tribute  in  this  record 
concerning  the  Western  Reserve  and  its  peo- 
ple. His  influence  permeated  the  civic  and 
business  life  of  the  community ;  his  consecra- 
tion and  noble  efforts  as  a  churchman  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  indicated  his  thor- 
ough appreciation  of  his  stewardship ;  and  he 
contributed  in  large  degree  to  the  social  and 
material  advancement  of  the  city  of  Sandusky, 
where  he  was  a  pioneer  business  man  and 
where  he  maintained  his  home  for  more  than 
half  a  century  and  where  his  death  occurred 
on  the  20th  of  December,  1887.  Above  all 
and  dominating  all  was  the  personal  exaltation 
of  character  that  denoted  the  man  in  all  the 
relations  of  life.  His  was  of  the  faith  that 
makes  faithful,  and  this  fidelity  to  duty  in 
every  form  is  what  made  his  character  dis- 
tinct, noble  and  inspiring.  Strong  in  his  con- 
victions but  never  intolerant,  always  firm  in 
the  right,  but  with  no  room  in  his  heart  for 
revenge,  compassion  and  pity  dwelt  with  him 
as  constant  guests.  Flattery  could  not  cajole 
him  into  compromise,  nor  power  awe  him.  into 
silence.  His  life,  character  and  services  are 
pre-eminently  entitled  to  careful  study,  and 
such  investigation  can  not  but  beget  a  feeling 
of   objective   appreciation,    reverence   and    in- 
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centive.  He  well  exemplified  the  truth  of  the 
statements  that  "The  bravest  are  the  tender- 
est ;  the  loving  are  the  daring." 

William  Ayres  Simpson  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Nottingham,  Nottingham  county.  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1812, 
and  thus  was  seventy-five  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  ninth  in  order 
of  birth  of  the  ten  children  born  to  John  and 
Abigail  (Guile)  Simpson,  and  of  the  five  sons 
and  four  daughters  all  but  one  attained  to 
years  of  maturity.  The  Simpson  family  line- 
age is  traced  back  to  stanch  Scotch-Irish  ex- 
traction, and  the  name  became  identified  with 
the  annals  of  American  history  in  the  early 
colonial  era,  as  records  extant  show  the  orig- 
inal progenitors  in  this  country  soon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  historic  "Mayflower"  on  its  first 
voyage  to  the  new  world.  The  original  place 
of  settlement  was  at  Londonderry,  Connecti- 
cut, and  John  Simpson,  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Nottingham  county,  New  Hampshire,  where 
he  became  a  citizen  of  prominence  and  influ- 
ence, honored  as  a  man  of  sterling  character. 
He  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  his  old  homestead  farm 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants.  He 
died  in  1832,  at  an  advanced  age,  his  devoted 
wife  having  passed  to  the  life  eternal  twenty 
years  later,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety 
years.  Both  were  earnest  and  devout  in  their 
religious  faith  and  exemplified  the  same  in 
good  works  and  kindly  consideration  for  all 
with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  William 
Simpson,  an  uncle  of  him  whose  name  initiates 
this  article,  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
family  in  Ohio,  having,  settled  in  Meigs  county, 
where  he  became  the  owner  of  a  large  landed 
estate  and  where  many  of  his  descendants  still 
reside.  He  served  under  General  Anthony 
Wayne  in  the  early  Indian  wars  in  this  section. 

William  A.  Simpson  was  reared  to  matur- 
ity in  his  native  county,  where  he  received  a 
good  common  school  education,  which  was 
later  developed  and  matured  through  his  long 
and  active  association  with  men  and  affairs 
and  also  through  effective  self-discipline,  de- 
rived from  wide  and  appreciative  reading  of 
the  best  literature  and  through  his  lively  inter- 
est in  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  hour. 
In  addition  to  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period  he  was  for 
one  year  a  student  in  Durham  Academy,  a 
well  ordered  institution  at  Durham,  New 
Hampshire. 


At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Air.  Simpson 
severed  the  gracious  home  ties  and  went  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  where  he  assumed  a  clerical 
position  in  the  shipping  house  of  John  K. 
Simpson,  a  cousin  of  his  father.  In  1831,  in 
company  with  his  youngest  brother,  Samuel 
A.  Simpson,  he  came  to  the  west,  making  the 
trip  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  and  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  clerical  capacity  until  1834,  in  the 
autumn  of  which  year  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Sandusky,  which  was 
then  a  straggling  village.  This  was  destined 
to  be  the  scene  of  his  earnest  and  successful 
endeavors  during  the  residue  of  his  long  and 
successful  business  career,  and  here  he  lived, 
secure  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem,  until 
he  was  finally  summoned  to  "that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  re- 
turns." Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Sandusky 
Mr.  Simpson  became  associated  with  Horace 
Aplin  in  the  retail  grocery  business,  this  alli- 
ance continuing  for  only  a  short  time,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Leonard  Johnson  and  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  and  liquor  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Simpson  &  Johnson.  Shortly 
afterward  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  after  which  he  eliminated  the  liquor 
department  of  the  business  and  added  a  dry- 
goods  department.  He  continued  the  business 
individually,  and  with  pronounced  success,  for 
many  years,  and  during  the  last  few  years  he 
was  associated  with  David  Everett,  under  the 
title  of  Simpson  &  Everett.  In  1859  llL'  ,us~ 
posed  of  his  interest  in  the  enterprise  with 
which  he  had  been  so  long  identified,  and  after 
two  years  devoted  to  the  ship-chandlery  and 
grocery  business  he  retired  permanently  from 
active  business,  having  accumulated  a  com- 
fortable fortune  through  normal  and  legiti- 
mate lines  of  enterprise  and  having  been  a 
prominent  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  home 
city,  where  he  had  identified  himself  with  vari- 
ous enterprises  aside  from  those  already  men- 
tioned. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Sandusky  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  a  number  of  years,  having  been 
its  vice-president  at  the  time  of  his  death.  I  [e 
was  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  which  he  was  an  organizer 
and  of  whose  directorate  he  continued  a  valued 
member  until  the  close  of  his  life. 

In  politics  Mr.  Simpson  was  originally  an 
old-line  Whig,  but  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  transferred  his  alle- 


742 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


giance  to  the  same,  ever  afterward  continuing 
a  stanch  advocate  of  its  principles,  though  he 
never  sought  or  desired  the  honors  of  emolu- 
ments of  public  office.  What  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  Sandusky,  and  in  the  dio- 
cese of  which  this  parish  is  a  part,  owes  to 
William  A.  Simpson  and  his  loved  and  de- 
voted wife,  who  still  survives  him,  can  not 
well  be  expressed  in  words,  and  few  laymen 
have  been  more  influential  in  the  work  of  the 
church  than  was  this  appreciative  and  zealous 
churchman,  who  was  one  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Episcopal  church  in  Sandusky,  always  ac- 
tive in  its  interests  and  always  liberal  in  its 
support.  He  was  a  communicant  of  Grace 
church  for  more  than  forty  years  and  was  a 
member  of  its  vestry  for  thirty-six  years,  dur- 
ing a  considerable  portion  of  which  he  served 
in  the  office  of  senior  warden  of  the  parish. 
He  was  loved  and  revered  in  the  community 
that  so  long  represented  his  home,  and  at  his 
death  the  people  of  Sandusky  uniformly  mani- 
fested their  sense  of  personal  loss  and  bereave- 
ment, all  classes  and  conditions  of  citizens  pay- 
ing tribute  to  the  honored  citizen  and  friend 
who  had  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends, 
whose  heart' was  attuned  to  sympathy  and  of 
whom  it  may  well  be  said,  as  Burke  said  of 
Herbert,  that  "he  remembered  the  forgotten." 
To  those  who  sat  in  darkness  he  was  a  com- 
forter and  light,  and  his  aid  and  sympathy 
were  extended  quietly  and  unostentatiously,  so 
that  none  save  himself  and  the  recipients  knew 
of  his  many  benefactions  to  those  "in  any  ways 
afflicted  in  mind,  body  or  estate."  He  was  a 
man  true  and  loyal  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
and.  now  that  he  has  passed  forward  to  the 
"land  of  the  leal"  none  more  fully  deserves 
the  "peace  that  passeth  all  understanding." 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1841,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Simpson  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Denman,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Wright)  Denman.  Mrs.  Simpson  was  born 
in  Frederick,  Maryland,  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary, 181(1.  Her  father  served  under  General 
Winfield  Scott  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which 
he  was  an  officer  and  in  which  he  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Lundy's  Lane,  Queenstown 
Heights  and  Fort  Erie,  being  present  at  the 
burning  of  the  little  town  that  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  present  city  of  Buffalo.  Captain 
Denman  had  been  a  recruiting  officer  at  Fred- 
erick, Maryland,  and  at  a  ball  given  in  that 
city  the  gallant  young  officer  met  Miss  Mary 
Wright,  who  became  his  wife  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  war  of  1812.  Captain  David  and 
Mary  (Wright)  Denman  both  died  while  still 


young.  They  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, Eliza,  the  eldest ;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Simp- 
son; and  Francis  W.  Mrs.  Simpson,  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth,  was  but  two  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  mother's  death,  and  her 
father  passed  away  when  she  was  seven  years 
old.  Francis  Wyatt  Denman,  the  youngest  of 
the  three  children,  has  not  communicated  with 
his  sister  in  many  years,  and  Mrs.  Simpson 
is  thus  not  aware  whether  he  is  living  or  not. 

After  the  death  of  her  parents,  Mrs.  Simp- 
son was  adopted  by  Major  John  G.  Camp,  a 
friend  of  her  father,  and  in  his  home  she  was 
reared  to  maturity  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  she  received  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages. Her  foster  parents  came  to  Ohio 
in  1 84 1,  and  they  passed  the  closing  years  of 
their  lives  in  Sandusky.  The  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simpson  was  solemnized  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo.  They  had  no  children,  but  reared 
in  their  home  two  adopted  children.  Eliza  D. 
Bartlett.  daughter  of  Mrs.  Simpson's  only  sis- 
ter, was  taken  into  the  Simpson  home  when 
a  child,  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  and  here 
remained  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  James  W. 
Cook.  She  died  the  widow  of  Mr.  Cook  in 
1907.  Miss  Jennie  E.  Simpson,  who  lost  her 
parents  in  the  cholera  epidemic  in  Sandusky  in 
1849,  was  adopted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson, 
and  she  still  remains  at  the  fine  old  homestead 
with  her  venerable  foster  mother. 

Appreciative  of  the  goodly  gifts  fortune  has 
bestowed  upon  her  and  realizing  fully  the 
stewardship  and  responsibility  imposed  by  such 
prosperity  in  temporal  affairs,  it  has  been  the 
pleasure  and  generous  impulse  of  Mrs.  Simp- 
son to  make  many  gracious  and  worthy  bene- 
factions to  church,  educational  and  benevolent 
objects,  to  which  her  contributions  have  been 
munificent  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  at  her 
command.  She  purchased  and  donated  to 
Grace  church,  of  which  she  has  been  a  devoted 
communicant  since  1841,  for  the  especial  bene- 
fit and  uses  of  the  Ladies'  Guild  of  the  church, 
the  fine  parish  building  at  the  corner  of  Adams 
and  Hancock  streets,  offering  this  as  a  fitting 
memorial  to  her  honored  husband,  in  whose 
honor  the  building  was  given.  This  is  but  one 
of  many  devoted  contributions  made  by  this 
noble  and  venerable  woman,  whose  gracious 
personality  and  abiding  human  sympathy  have 
endeared  her  to  all  who  have  come  within  the 
sphere  of  her  gentle  influence.  Her  benefac- 
tions to  Grace  church  total  nearly  $12,000;  to 
Calvary  church  she  has  given  $945 ;  to  the 
Ladies'  Guild  of  Grace  church,  about  $8,000; 
to  certain  bishops  and  other    clergy    of    the 
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Protestant  Episcopal  church  and  other 
churches,  about  $1,000;  to  Kenyon  College,  an 
historic  church  institution  at  Gambier,  Ohio, 
$6,000;  to  Providence  Hospital,  in  Sandusky, 
about  $800;  and  other  gifts  of  charity  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $7,000.  The  total  of 
such  contributions  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Simp- 
son is  nearly  $35,000,  and  she  has  dispensed 
her  benevolences  with  marked  discrimination. 
She  is  now  ninety- four  years  of  age  (1910), 
and  the  many  years  rest  lightly  upon  her  head, 
as  she  is  admirably  preserved  in  both  mental 
and  physical  faculties,  considering  her  re- 
markable age.  In  the  golden  twilight  of  a 
long,  serene  and  devoted  life,  as  the  gracious 
shadows  lengthen  from  the  west,  she  is  sur- 
rounded by  loving  and  devoted  friends  as  she 
waits  with  gentle  grace  and  equanimity  until 
the  lifting  of  the  veil  that  shall  unfold  to  her 
the  glories  -of  the  after  life. 

Hon.  Peter  Brady. — Noteworthy  among 
the  well  known  and  influential  citizens  of 
Bellevue,  Ohio,  is  Hon.  Peter  Brady,  who  has 
been  prominent  in  city,  county  and  state  af- 
fairs, filling  many  important  public  offices  with 
credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  honor  of  his  con- 
stituents. He  was  for  a  long  time  connected 
with  the  mercantile  interests  of  Bellevue,  but 
is  now  retired  from  active  business,  the  care 
of  his  private  interests  demanding  his  time 
and  attention. 

His  father,  Michael  Brady,  was  born,  reared 
and  married  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland.  Sub- 
sequently coming  with  his  family  to  America, 
he  located  first  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he 
became  a  contractor  of  public  works.  He 
bought  land  in  that  vicinity,  and  in  addition 
to  superintending  the  management  of  his  farm 
did  an  excellent  business  as  a  contractor.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  erection  of  church 
edifices  in  Norwalk.  He  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  on  his  homestead,  passing  away  at 
the  ripe  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Although  he  attended  school  when  young, 
Peter  Brady  acquired  much  of  his  education 
after  attaining  manhood,  mixing  study  largely 
with  his  work  during  his  early  business  career. 
Coming  to  Bellevue  when  nineteen  years  old, 
he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  which 
he  carried  on  successfully  for  about  thirty-five 
years,  building  up  a  lucrative  trade,  and  gain- 
ing to  an  eminent  degree  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  the  community.  A  man  of  keen 
foresight  and  energy,  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Bellevue  Industrial  Savings 
Vol.  11— 3 


and  Loan  Association,  and  has  been  identified 
as  stockholder  with  various  companies  and 
corporations,  and  for  two  years  operated  the 
Bourdette  Hotel,  proving  himself  a  genial  and 
popular  host. 

A  zealous  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  Mr.  Brady  has  been  very 
active  in  public  affairs,  and  for  a  number  of 
terms  was  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and 
was  four  times  elected  mayor  of  the  city.  In 
1882,  being  elected  to  represent  Sandusky 
county  in  the  state  legislature,  Mr.  Brady  re- 
signed his  position  as  mayor,  having  then  an- 
other year  to  serve  before  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  and  in  1883  he  was  elected  state 
treasurer,  and  filled  the  office  ably  and  faith- 
fully from  January,  1884,  until  January,  1886. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  district, 
county  and  state  conventions,  serving  in  that 
capacity  at  the  state  convention  that  nominated 
Hon.  Judson  Harmon  as  governor  of  Ohio. 
Four  times  has  Mr.  Brady  been  a  member  of 
the  federal  grand  jury,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  foreman.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Campbell  a  member  of  the  board  of  manage- 
ment of  the  Ohio  State  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Sandusky.  Fraternally  Mr.  Brady  belongs  to 
Toledo  Lodge,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

He  married  Mina  Gladys  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Iowa.  She  died  in  Bellevue,  Ohio,  in 
1899. 

Abner  P.  Nichols,  D.  D.  S..  has  been  es- 
tablished in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Medina  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  able  exponents 
of  the  art  of  dentistry  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
which  has  represented  his  home  from  the  time 
of  his  nativity,  as  he  is  a  member  of  one  of  its 
honored  pioneer  families. 

Dr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Chester  township, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  August, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Orville  and  Lavira 
(Pratt)  Nichols,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  a  member  of  an  old 
colonial  family  of  New  England,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  was  born  in  the  state  of  New 
York.  Both  were  children  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  of  the  respective  families  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Hezekiah  Nichols,  grandfather 
of  the  Doctor,  came  with  his  family  from  Ver- 
mont and  settled  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  in 
the  early  pioneer  epoch.  He  purchased  a  tract 
of  wild  land  and  reclaimed  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  besides  which  he  did 
a  large  business  in  dealing  in  lands  and  live 
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stock  and  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  He 
was  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, and  did  much  to  further  the  material 
and  civic  development  and  progress  of  Geauga 
county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death. 

Orville  Nichols  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Geauga  county  and  received  such  advantages 
as  were  afforded  in  the  pioneer  schools.  His 
entire  active  career  was  devoted  to  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  he  became  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  finely  improved  farms  of  Geauga 
county,  where  he  ever  commanded  unqualified 
confidence  and  esteem  and  where  both  he  and 
his  wife  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives. 
In  politics  he  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  review 
is  the  eldest;  Bina  is  the  wife  of  A.  Harper, 
of  Munson;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Rodney 
Freeman,  of  Chester,  Geauga  county ;  and 
Grant  S.  resides  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in 
Geauga  county. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Nichols  found  his  initial  experi- 
ences in  life  those  connected  with  the  old 
homestead  farm  upon  which  he  was  born  and 
reared,  and  the  foundation  of  his  education 
was  laid  in  the  little  district  school  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  later  prosecuted  the  higher 
branches  of  study  in  Geauga  Seminary,  where 
he  was  a  student  at  intervals  for  a  period  of 
twelve  years.  After  leaving  this  institution  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  pedagogic  profes- 
sion, and  as  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  county  he  was  both  successful  and 
popular,  though  he  had  in  the  meanwhile 
formulated  definite  plans  for  his  future  career. 
He  decided  to  prepare  himself  for  the  profes- 
sion of  dentistry.  In  1880  he  passed  examina- 
tion before  the  state  board  of  dentistry  at 
Columbus. 

He  opened  an  office  at  Chardon,  Geauga 
county,  and  in  that  county  he  continued  in  the 
active  work  of  his  profession  until  1882,  when 
he  located  in  Medina,  where  he  has  since  been 
established  in  the  successful  practice  of  his 
profession — a  period  of  more  than  twenty-five 
years,  within  which  he  has  gained  much  prece- 
dence and  a  large  and  representative  clientage, 
drawn  not  only  from  the  city  itself  but  also 
from  a  wide  radius  of  surrounding  country. 
He  is  thoroughly  skilled  in  the  most  modern 
methods  and  systems  of  both  operative  and  lab- 
oratory dentistry,  and  the  equipment  of  his 
offices  enables  him  to  turn  out  the  highest 
grade  of  work  in  both  departments  mentioned. 


The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Northern  Ohio 
Dental  Society,  and  maintains  an  active  in- 
terest in  its  affairs  and  work. 

In  politics,  though  never  imbued  with  any 
ambition  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  pub- 
lic office,  Dr.  Nichols  is  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
affiliated  with  Medina  Lodge,  No.  58,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons ;  Medina  Chapter,  No 
26,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  and  Lodge  No.  60, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  wife  are 
numbered  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  Con 
gregational  church.  He  is  the  owner  of  val- 
uable realty  in  Medina,  including  his  fine  resi- 
dence on  East  Washington  street. 

In  the  year  1871  Dr.  Nichols  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Aurilla  Van  Valkenburg, 
who  was-  born  and  reared  in  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  where  her  father,  William  Van  Valken- 
burg, was  an  honored  pioneer  and  prosperous 
farmer.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  have  five  chil- 
dren, concerning  whom  the  following  brief 
record  is  entered:  Nina  is  the  wife  of  Elbert 
Waters,  of  Wellington,  Ohio;  Dr.  William  A., 
a  graduate  of  the  Western  Reserve  Dental  Col- 
lege, in  Cleveland,  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  practice ;  Ora  A.  is  a  representative  farmer 
of  Medina  county ;  Floyd  is  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1908  in  Oberlin  College ;  and  Gene- 
vieve remains  at  the  parental  home. 

Charles  E.  Howland, — In  the  line  of  man- 
ufacturing industries  it  has  been  repeatedly 
observed  that  the  city  of  Akron,  judicial  center 
of  Summit  county,  bears  a  high  standard,  and 
on  the  long  list  of  substantial  industrial  enter- 
prises which  conserve  the  prestige  of  the  city 
is  that  conducted  by  the  Akron  Roofing  Tile 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Howland  is  president 
and  general  manager.  This  noteworthy  manu- 
facturing concern,  whose  finely  equipped  plant 
is  located  on  Brook  street,  in  the  south  part  of 
the  city,  dates  its  inception  back  to  the  year 
1875,  and  under  the  present  executive  control 
and  administration  it  has  gained  a  place  of 
high  relative  importance  as  one  of  the  leading 
organizations  of  its  kind  in  the  Union.  It  has 
facilities  for  the  manufacturing  of  artistic 
roofing  tiles  of  most  varied  forms  and  color- 
ings, to  meet  the  demands  of  the  trade,  which 
extends  into  the  most  diverse  sections  of  the 
United  States.  The  products  of  the  concern 
have  been  utilized  in  the  construction  of  many 
of  the  fine  public  buildings  in  various  cities, 
including  the  magnificent  capitol  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  at  Albany;  the  Leland  Stanford 
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University  at  Palo  Alto  California ;  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis  city  halls  and  Toronto  court 
house.  A  constant  study  and  experimentation 
is  made  in  the  evolving  of  new  art  forms,  and 
the  demands  upon  the  institution  are  such  as 
to  require  the  employment  of  an  average  of 
one  hundred  artisans  and  assistants  in  the 
various  departments.  This  statement  alone 
indicates  the  great  indirect  value  of  the  con- 
cern to  the  city  of  Akron. 

Charles  E.  Hovvland  was  born  at  Fort  Ann, 
Washington  county,  New  York,  on  the  29th 
of  November,  i860,  and  is  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth  of  the  seven  children  of  Enos  and 
Susan  C.  (Murphy)  How  land.  The  father 
followed  the  vocation  of  paper  making  during 
the  major  portion  of  his  active  career,  and  he 
passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  Fort 
Edward,  New  York.  In  1869,  when  Charles 
E.  Howland  was  about  nine  years  of  age,  the 
family  removed  from  his  native  village  to 
Fort  Edward,  New  York,  and  he  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  both  the  Sandy  Hill  Acad- 
emy, New  York,  and  the  Fort  Edward  Colle- 
giate Institute,  after  which  he  completed  a 
thorough  commercial  course  in  1877,  at  Ober- 
lin,  Ohio.  In  September,  1879,  Mr.  Howland 
took  up  his  residence  in  Akron,  where  he  as- 
sumed the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  office 
of  Thomas  Phillips  &  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  manila  papers,  paper  flour  sacks, 
paper  bags,  and  kindred  products,  and  he  held 
this  position  for  eight  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  in  December,  1887,  he  resigned  the 
same  and  associated  himself  with  Captain  Jo- 
seph C.  Ewart  in  the  manufacturing  of  roofing 
tile,  under  the  title  of  J.  C.  Ewart  &  Company. 
He  had  charge  of  the  office  details  of  the  busi- 
ness for  some  time,  and  when,  in  1902,  the 
enterprise  was  incorporated  as  the  Akron  Tile 
Roofing  Company,  he  became  general  man- 
ager of  the  same.  Since  1902  he  has  been 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  com- 
pany, to  whose  affairs  he  gives  the  major 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention,  though  he 
has  other  capitalistic  interests  of  important 
order. 

Mr.  Howland  is  progressive  and  far-sighted 
as  a  business  man,  and  by  force  of  individu- 
ality and  talents  has  gained  a  secure  place  as 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  who  are  so 
well  upholding  the  industrial  and  civic  pre- 
eminence of  Akron,  one  of  the  most  thriving 
and  attractive  cities  of  the  historic  old  West- 
ern Reserve.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ica1  al'egiance,  is  identified  with  various  social, 


fraternal  and  civic  associations  and  he  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  in  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1882,  Mr.  Howland 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  E.  Hol- 
linger,  who  was  born  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  reared  in  Summit  county,  where 
she  has  continuously  maintained  her  home. 
She  is  a  sister  of  the  late  Harvey  M.  Hol- 
linger,  to  whom  a  memoir  is  dedicated  on 
other  pages  of  this  work.  There  is  one  child 
in  the  family,  Helena. 

Fred  R.  Hogue. — Noteworthy  among  the 
active  and  successful  members  of  the  legal 
profession  of  Ashtabula  county  is  Fred  R. 
Hogue,  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county, 
who  is  filling  the  honorable  position  he  occu- 
pies with  credit  and  dignity,  his  prosecutions 
being  uniformly  just  and  satisfactory.  A  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born,  July  13, 
1875,  in  Mercer  county,  where  he  obtained  his 
preliminary  education. 

Coming  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  when  about 
seventeen  years  old,  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Ashtabula  high  school  in  1895,  and  subse- 
quently continued  his  studies  at  the  Ohio 
State  University,  spending  the  three  years  of 
his  law  study  in  the  law  office  of  R.  W.  Cal- 
vin, of  Ashtabula.  In  1900  Mr.  Hogue  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Ashtabula.  In  1905  he 
was  elected  city  solicitor  of  Ashtabula,  and  in 
1907  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  each 
time  being  victor  after  a  hard  contest.  In 
November,  1908,  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
position,  and  is  performing  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  him  in  this  capacity  with  ability  and 
fidelity.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  an  active  worker  in 
party  ranks.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Hogue  married,  October  25,  1902,  Ina 
A.  Farnham,  of  Ashtabula,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Farnham  Hogue. 

Zenas  Kent. — Of  this  honored  pioneer  of 
the  Western  Reserve  it  may  well  be  said  that 
he  coveted  success  but  scorned  to  attain  it  ex- 
cept through  industry  and  honest  means.  He 
acquired  wealth  without  fraud  or  deceit,  and 
the  results  of  his  life,  marked  by  no  dramatic 
phases,  are  full  of  inspiration  and  incentive. 
These  are  significant  words,  and  they  truly 
denote  the  man  as  he  stood  among  his  fellow 
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men,  making  his  life  count  for  good  in  all  its 
relations.  He  was  a  dominating  factor  in  con- 
nection with  the  material  development  and 
progress  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  particu- 
larly of  Portage  county,  and  no  shadow  rests 
upon  any  portion  of  his  career.  His  success, 
and  it  was  great,  was  gained  through  his  own 
well  directed  efforts,  and  thus  he  was  essen- 
tially the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  He 
was  reserved  and  somewhat  reticent,  never 
courting  or  desiring  public  notice,  and  evading 
the  same  by  every  legitimate  and  courteous 
means.  But  now  that  a  perspective  view  of 
his  career  in  its  entirety  may  be  gained,  it  is 
but  consistent  that  at  least  a  brief  review  of 
his  life  history  be  entered  in  a  work  of  the 
province  prescribed  for  the  one  at  hand.  In 
the  preparation  of  such  record  recourse  is  had 
to  a  previously  published  and  appreciative  esti- 
mate of  his  career. 

Zenas  Kent,  one  of  the  founders  and  build- 
ers of  the  village  which  bears  his  name,  was 
born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  on  the  12th 
day  of  July,  1786,  and  he  died  suddenly  at 
his  residence  in  Kent,  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1865,  in  his  eightieth 
year.  He  was  descended  from  stanch  Puritan 
stock,  and  the  family,  of  sterling  English  line- 
age, was  founded  in  New  England  in  the  early 
colonial  epoch  of  our  national  history.  His 
father  rendered  valiant  service  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Continental  army,  being  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  a  resident  of  Ohio  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Zenas  Kent  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Leyden,  Massachusetts,  to  which 
place  his  parents  moved  when  he  was  a  child, 
and  there  he  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  were  afforded  in  the  primitive 
common  schools  of  the  period.  That  he  made 
good  use  of  such  opportunities  as  were  thus 
given  him  is  evident  when  it  is  stated  that 
after  coming  to  Ohio  he  proved  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  pioneer  schools.  The  arithme- 
tic that  he  used  as  a  student  in  Massachusetts 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Will- 
iam S.  Kent,  of  Kent,  Ohio.  The  same  was 
published  in  1802,  and  upon  blank  leaves  in 
the  volume  is  shown  the  correct  solution 
by  Mr.  Kent  of  every  problem  in  the  book. 
As  a  young  man  Mr.  Kent  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  under  the  direction  of  his  father, 
who  long  devoted  his  attention  to  the  vocation. 
.  In  18 1 2,  when  Zenas  Kent  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  his  father  immigrated  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  and  located  in  Mantua  township, 
Portage  county,  where  he  passed  the  residue 
of  his  life  and  where  he  died  at  a  venerable 


age.  Zenas  accompanied  the  family  to  the 
wilds  of  Ohio,  and  soon  afterward  he  returned 
to  the  east,  where,  in  the  same  year  (1812) 
that  had  marked  the  removal  to  Ohio,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Pamelia  Lewis, 
who  was  born  in  Farmington,  Connecticut, 
and  whose  father  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  then  came  with 
his  bride  to  the  new  home  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  Hudson  township,  located 
in  that  portion  of  the  county  now  included  in 
Summit  county.  There  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance and  gained  the  earnest  friendship 
of  Captain  Heman  Oviatt,  and  while  in  Hud- 
son he  also  erected  a  tannery  for  Owen  Brown 
and  taught  school  in  the  winter  season.  In 
the  summer  of  1815  he  removed  to  Ravenna, 
the  county  seat  of  Portage  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business 
in  company  with  Captain  Oviatt,  who  fur- 
nished the  requisite  capital  for  the  enterprise. 
Concerning  their  relationship  the  following 
pertinent  statement  has  been  made :  "The  cap- 
tain always  regarded  Mr.  Kent  with  peculiar 
interest  and  friendship,  and  years  afterward, 
when  he  was  a  prosperous  merchant,  the  cap- 
tain would  refer  with  great  pride  to  the  fact 
that  he  'sot  him  up  in  business.'  " 

At  the  initiation  of  his  career  as  a  merchant, 
Mr.  Kent  erected  a  wooden  store  building 
upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank.  This  building,  which  he  utilized 
both  as  a  store  and  dwelling,  was  removed 
several  years  later  to  the  south  side  of  Main 
street,  in  what  is  known  as  Little's  block.  The 
partnership  of  Oviatt  &  Kent  was  terminated 
in  a  few  years,  when  the  junior  partner  was 
able  to  repay  the  money  so  kindly  advanced 
by  his  early  friend.  The  only  diversion  from 
the  direct  line  of  business  that  Mr.  Kent  per- 
mitted himself  during  the  long  years  of  his 
successful  mercantile  career  was  that  made  in 
1826,  when  he  took  the  contract  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  court  house  in  Ravenna — a  build- 
ing that  continued  in  use  until  the  building  of 
the  present  county  house.  He  made  his  mer- 
cantile business  a  splendid  success  and  gained 
prestige  as  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  From 
1831  to  1850  he  also  had  a  store  in  Hudson, 
conducting  the  same  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kent  &  Brewster,  and  here  building  up  also  a 
very  prosperous  enterprise.  In  1832  he  be- 
came associated  with  David  Ladd  in  the  pur- 
chase of  about  500  acres  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Franklin,  Portage  county,  and  includ- 
ing a  water-power  in  the  Cuyahoga  river.     In 
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the  same  year  he  erected  a  flouring  mill,  and 
the  same  bore  his  name  for  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury. It  had  a  wide  reputation  and  extensive 
trade,  and  the  first  flour  shipped  from  north- 
ern Ohio  to  the  city  of  Cleveland  was  manu- 
factured in  this  mill,  being  shipped  by  way  of 
the  old  Ohio  canal.  Mr.  Kent  became  sole 
owner  of  the  mill  soon  after  its  erection,  and 
in  1836  he  sold  the  same  and  the  entire  tract  of 
land,  for  $75,000,  to  the  Franklin  Land  Com- 
pany, which  afterward  became  the  Franklin 
Silk  Company.  He  also  established  a  tannery 
soon  after  he  had  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Ladd  in  the  property  mentioned,  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  historic  interest  to  note  that  he 
secured  in  the  operation  of  the  tannery  the 
services  of  John  Brown,  who  later  was  to  at- 
tain national  prominence  through  his  famous 
raid  in  the  climacteric  period  leading  up  to  the 
Civil  war. 

The  enterprise  of  Mr.  Kent  found  another 
signal  manifestation  in  1837,  when  he  erected 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  mill,  in  what  is  now  the 
village  of  Kent,  a  large  brick  block,  contain- 
ing a  hotel,  stores,  etc.  In  the  winding  up  of 
the  disastrous  affairs  of  the  silk  company,  in 
1843.  most  of  the  original  property  came  again 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Kent.  In  1845  he  sold 
his  stock  of  goods  in  Ravenna  to  his  sons — 
Marvin  and  Charles  H. — and,  after  a  success- 
ful career  of  thirty  years,  retired  from  active 
business.  His  sons  sold  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness about  fifteen  months  after  assuming  con- 
trol of  the  same,  and  their  successors  also  pur- 
chased the  large  brick  block  which  had  been 
erected  there  by  Zenas  Kent.  The  residence 
property  adjoining  the  store  was  sold  some- 
what later,  and  this  terminated  Mr.  Kent's 
identification  with  business  and  capitalistic  in- 
terests in  Ravenna.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Franklin  P.ank.  of  Portage 
county,  in  184c).  and  became  president  of  the 
same  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  holding 
this  executive  office  until  the  bank  closed  its 
business,  in  i86j.  to  be  succeeded  by  the  Kent 
National  Pank.  in  which  Mr.  Kent  became  the 
large-t  stockholder  and  wa*  elected  president, 
an  office  of  which  he  continued  incumbent  until 
his  death.  In  1850  he  instituted  the  erection 
and  eauioment  <>f  a  cotton  factory,  and  at  the 
same  time  erected  for  his  own  use  a  fine  resi- 
dence. When  the  same  was  completed  he  re- 
moved from  Ravenna  t  >  Franklin,  where  his 
financial  interests  had  become  centered.  This 
removal  was  made  in  185  r.  and  in  the  spring 
of  1853  ne  was  elected  treasurer  of  the   At- 


lantic &  Great  Western  Railroad,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  in  May  of  the  following  year. 
In  i860  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Cleveland 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  a  fine  home  which 
he  had  erected  on  Euclid  avenue.  There  his 
cherished  and  devoted  wife  died  on  the  21st 
of  October,  1864,  soon  after  the  anniversary  of 
their  golden  wedding,  and  in  the  following 
month  he  returned  to  Franklin,  the  name  of 
which  place  had  been  changed  to  Kent,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in  the 
fulness  of  years  and  well  earned  honors. 

Concerning  the  personality  of  the  subject  of 
this  memoir  the  following  statements  have 
been  written  and  are  well  worthy  of  perpetua- 
tion in  this  article :  "Mr.  Kent  was  not  marked 
by  any  brilliant  or  dashing  characteristics.  He 
possessed  good  common  sense,  to  which  were 
added  indomitable  will,  native  shrewdness,  and 
unflagging  energy,  and,  better  than  all,  an  in- 
flexible integrity  which  gave  him  the  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  As 
a  tradesman  he  was  more  methodical  than 
speculative,  and  his  devotion  to  his  business 
was  almost  unparalleled,  his  management  al- 
ways safe  and  prosperous.  As  a"  specimen  of 
the  spirit  of  his  integrity  it  may  be  stated  that 
when  the  Franklin  Silk  Company  tendered  him 
the  presidency  of  their  banking'  department  he 
required  them  to  place  in  his  hands  the  means 
to  redeem  their  issues,  saying  that  he  would 
place  his  name  upon  no  paper  without  the 
power  to  protect  it  from  dishonor.  The  ar- 
rangement was  made.  The  disastrous  history 
of  the  silk  company  is  well  known,  but  their 
paper  was  redeemed,  dollar  for  dollar.  Mr. 
Kent's  business  life  was  a  grand  success,  and 
he  left  an  estate  estimated  to  be  worth  fully 
$300,000.  In  personal  appearance  Mr.  Kent 
was  tall,  remarkably  erect,  of  graceful  car- 
riage and  dignified  mien.  He  was  not  so  much 
given  to  sociability  as  many,  but  was  never- 
theless pleasant  and  agreeable  in  all  his  rela- 
tions. Though  popular  as  a  tradesman,  by 
reason  of  his  fairness  and  honestv.  he  formed 
few  intimate  friendships  and  would  never  'bend 
the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee  that  thrift 
mi-li!  follow  fawning.'  Underneath  a  natural 
dignity,  bordering  at  times  upon  austerity,  he 
carries  a  warm  and  sympathetic  heart.  He 
never  forgot  a  kindness  done  him,  and  the  few 
friendships  he  formed  were  retained  until  the 
last.  His  personal  habits  were  remarkable. 
1  le  never  used  tobacco  or  other  stimulant,  and 
for  thirtv  vears  never  had  an  hour's  illness." 

Mr.  Kent  was  never  lacking  in  loyalty  and 
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public  spirit  of  a  practical  order.  In  a  thor- 
oughly unostentatious  way  he  gave  much  to 
worthy  charitable  and  benevolent  objects  and 
institutions,  as  well  as  to  individual  persons 
deserving  of  his  aid  and  sympathy.  His  na- 
ture was  strong  and  true,  with  perhaps  a  touch 
of  austerity,  as  has  already  been  intimated. 
He  knew  men  at  tbeir  real  value  and  had  no 
toleration  of  deceit  or  meanness  in  any  of  the 
relations  of  life.  He  did  not  come  so  largely 
to  the  attention  of  the  public  eye  as  did  many 
of  his  contemporaries  who  accomplished  less 
and  who  did  less  for  the  world,  but  he  felt 
the  responsibilities  which  success  and  wealth 
impose  and  ever  endeavored  to  live  up  to  these 
responsibilities,  in  the  straightforward,  unde- 
monstrative way  characteristic  of  the  man. 
His  name  merits  an  enduring  place  on  the 
roll  of  the  honored  and  valued  pioneers  of  the 
Western  Reserve. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Kent  and  also  of  the  death  of  the 
one  who  was  ever  his  devoted  companion  and 
helpmeet.  They  became  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  nine  were  living  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  of  whom  only  one 
now  survives.  On  other  pages  of  this  work 
appears  a  memorial  tribute  to  his  son  Mar- 
vin, who  wrote  his  name  large  upon  the  annals 
of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Marvin  Kent. — A  life  conspicuous  for  the 
magnitude  and  variety  of  its  achievement  was 
that  of  the  late  Marvin  Kent,  of  Kent,  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  on 
the  ioth  of  December,  1908.  He  was  one  of 
the  distinguished  and  honored  figures  in  the 
history  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  he  was  a 
son  of  Zenas  Kent,  a  sterling  pioneer  to  whom 
is  dedicated  a  specific  memoir,  appearing  oh 
other  pages  of  this  work.  Such  notable  ac- 
complishments as  must  be  attributed  to  Mar- 
vin Kent  offers,  per  se,  voucher  for  exalted 
character,  and  thus  he  merits  perpetual  honor 
by  virtue  of  the  very  strength  and  nobility  of 
his  virile  manhood.  It  is  not  easy  to  describe 
adequately  a  man  who  was  as  distinct  in  char- 
acter and  who  accomplished  so  much  in  the 
world  as  did  Mr.  Kent,  and  the  necessary  limi- 
tations of  this  article  are  such  as  to  permit 
only  a  cursory  glance  at  the  individuality  and 
achievements  of  the  man,  without  extended 
genealogical  research  or  critical  analysis  of 
character.  His  name  is  perpetuated  in  that  of 
the  thriving  little  city  in  which  he  maintained 
his  home  and  in  whose  upbuilding,  both  civic 
and  material,  he  was  the  dominating  force. 


Marvin  Kent  was  born  in  Ravenna,  the 
county  seat  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
21st  of  September,  1816,  and  was  a  son  of 
Zenas  and  Pamelia  (Lewis)  Kent,  for  further 
information  concerning  whom  reference  should 
be  made  to  the  previously  mentioned  sketch  of 
the  life  of  his  father.  He  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  village  schools  of  his  native 
place  and  as  a  youth  began  to  assist  in  the  work 
of  his  father's  mercantile  establishment  in  Ra- 
venna. He  was  not  denied  further  educational 
privileges,  however,  as  he  was  a  student  for 
some  time  in  Tallmadge  Academy  and  later 
in  Claridon  Academy,  both  well  ordered  in- 
stitutions of  the  day.  In  his  nineteenth  year 
Mr.  Kent  was  despatched  to  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  City  to  purchase  a  stock  of  spring 
goods  for  his  father,  who  gave  him  instruc- 
tions to  rely  upon  his  own  discrimination  in 
making  his  selections.  So  admirably  did  he 
fulfill  the  task  assigned  him  that  he  afforded 
unqualified  pride  and  gratification  to  his  father, 
a  business  man  of  great  acumen.  The  year 
after  he  attained  to  his  legal  majority  he  was 
admitted  by  his  father  to  partnership  in  his 
various  business  enterprises  at  Franklin  Mills, 
now  the  village  of  Kent,  but  his  health  be- 
came impaired  and  he  was  soon  compelled  to 
relinquish  his  connection  with  the  milling  and 
mercantile  business  at  that  place.  He  as- 
sumed, however,  the  management  of  the  tan- 
nery there  erected  by  his  father,  as  noted  in 
the  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  latter.  In  1844 
he  again  identified  himself  actively  with  the 
mercantile  business  in  the  village  which  was 
later  to  be  named  in  his  honor,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  became  prominently  concerned  in  the 
operation  of  the  flouring  mill  that  had  been 
erected  by  his  father  at  Franklin  Mills.  With 
the  operation  of  this  mill,  long  one  of  the  best 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  he  continued  to  be 
identified  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  con- 
secutive years.  In  an  excellent  history  of 
Portage  county,  published  a  number  of  years 
ago,  appear  the  following  significant  state- 
ments: "In  the  early  days  the  pioneers  de- 
voted themselves  to  the  task  of  building  up  a 
town  on  the  Cuyahoga  river,  bringing  to  bear 
remarkable  energy.  Not,  however,  until  the 
various  enterprises  were  taken  hold  of  by  the 
master  hand  of  Marvin  Kent  did  theories  of 
progress  put  forward  by  the  old  settlers  as- 
sume practical  shape." 

In  1850  Mr.  Kent  became  associated  with 
others  in  the  erection  of  an  extensive  window- 
glass  factory  at  Franklin  Mills,  and  the  same 
was  placed  in  successful  operation.    The  same 
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year  (1850)  marked  the  initiation  of  the  most 
important  enterprise  to  which  he  lent  the  in- 
fluence of  his  great  executive  and  administra- 
tive powers  during  his  signally  active  and  suc- 
cessful career.  This  enterprise  was  one  which 
gained  to  him  a  national  reputation  as  one  of 
the  able  and  progressive  promoters  of  railway 
construction  in  the  country — involving  the  in- 
auguration and  completion  of  a  great  public 
transportation  route  between  the  east  and  the 
west — the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Rail- 
road, which  was  designed  to  form  a  connecting 
link  between  the  Erie  Railroad  and  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  Railroad,  thus  affording  a 
trunk  line  of  uniform  gauge  from  New  York 
to  St.  Louis.  The  Atlantic  and  Great  Western 
now  constitutes  the  four  divisions  of  the  great 
Erie  Railroad  system  between  Salamanca,  New 
York,  and  Dayton,  Ohio.  In  185 1  the  requi- 
site legislative  authority  was  secured,  but  in 
order  to  get  fhe  charter  for  the  proposed  line 
Mr.  Kent  found  it  necessary  to  personally  sub- 
scribe for  the  full  amount  of  stock  required 
by  law  for  the  organization  and  incorporation 
of  the  company,  as  well  as  to  indemnify  some 
of  the  members  of  the  first  board  of  directors 
for  the  payment  of  one  share  subscribed  by 
each  to  render  them  eligible  for  election.  It 
was  scarcely  overweening  encouragement 
which  Mr.  Kent  received,  but  his  determina- 
tion, his  persistence  and  his  self-reliance 
proved  equal  to  all  emergencies  and  contin- 
gencies, and  he  virtually  carried  forward  the 
gigantic  work  alone.  Upon  the  organization 
of  the  new  company  he  was  made  its  presi- 
dent, and  he  continued  incumbent  of  this  of- 
fice until  the  completion  of  the  road,  save  for 
an  interim  of  about  three  years.  Concerning 
this  splendid  achievement  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Kent  the  following  has  been  written : 

"On  the  21st  of  June,  1864,  he  had  the  proud 
satisfaction  of  looking  back  over  many  years 
of  unremitting  labor  and  anxiety  at  last 
crowned  with  success,  and  also  of  driving 
home  the  last  spike  in  the  last  rail.  In  his 
speech,  on  that  occasion,  he  referred  to  the 
fact  that  on  the  4th  of  July,  1853.  he  broke 
ground  for  the  new  road,  by  removing  the 
first  shovelful  of  earth  with  his  own  hands. 
There  were  none  then  to  withhold  from  Mr. 
Kent  a  most  generous  compliment  for  the  com- 
pletion of  this  road,  which,  uniting  the  Erie 
and  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railways,  formed 
a  grand  continental  line  from  New  York  to 
St.  Louis.  On  the  completion  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Great  Western  Railroad  a   meeting  was 


called  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  June  21,  1864.  Presi- 
dent Marvin  Kent  announced  the  object  of 
the  meeting.  T.  W.  Kennard,  William  Rey- 
nolds, president  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  division  of  the  road,  H.  F.  Sweetser, 
general  superintendent,  and  Mr.  Kent  then 
proceeded  to  lay  the  last  rail.  The  ceremony 
of  spiking  was  introduced  with  considerable 
merriment,  Mr.  Kennard  driving  the  first 
spike  in  the  last  rail  at  four  sturdy  blows. 
Others  followed  in  succession,  one  or  two  driv- 
ing home  in  three,  but  the  major  portion  in 
from  four  to  a  dozen  sledge-hammer  strokes 
each.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  President 
Kent  took  the  sledge  and  addressed  the  com- 
pany briefly,  as  follows  :  'Gentlemen  :  Before 
proceeding  to  drive  the  last  spike,  I  desire  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1853,  m  company  with  several  warm 
friends  of  this  enterprise,  we  proceeded  to  the 
line  of  this  railway  and  broke  the  first  ground, 
and  as  I  had  the  pleasure  of  removing  the  first 
earth  it  is  especially  gratifying,  to  me  to  be 
present  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  last  rail 
and  driving  the  last  spike.  But,  before  per- 
forming this  last  service,  permit  me  to  express 
my  obligation  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  con- 
tributed so  largely  to  the  success  of  this  enter- 
prise. I  allude  to  T.  W.  Kennard  and  James 
McHenry,  Esqrs.  Those  gentlemen,  by  their 
energy,  their  perseverance,  and  their  great 
financial  ability,  have  achieved  the  great  end 
which  we  had  in  view,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  success  that  attended  their  efforts  in  prose- 
cuting this  great  work  we  would  not  be  as- 
sembled on  an  occasion  so  important  and  in- 
teresting as  this.  Before  closing  these  remarks 
I  should  do  great  injustice  to  one  other  gentle- 
man by  omitting  to  acknowledge  my  obliga- 
tions for  the  valuable  service  he  has  rendered. 
1  refer  to  my  friend  here,  J.  W.  Tyler,  Esq., 
who  has  been  my  confidential  legal  adviser 
from  the  incipiency  of  the  project  and  who 
has  ever  been  a  steadfast  and  efficient  co- 
operator  in  this  work.  I  desire,  therefore,  that 
he  should  drive  the  spike  preceding  the  last, 
deeming  it  befitting  that,  having  commenced 
the  work  together,  we  should  together  con- 
clude it.'  " 

In  response  to  the  president's  brief  address 
an  appreciative  reply  was  made  by  Mr.  Tyler, 
who  justly  accredited  to  Mr.  Kent  the  chief 
honors  for  having  projected  the  road  and  car- 
ried it  forward  to  completion.  Continuing  the 
text  of  the  foregoing  quotation,  other  inter- 
esting data  are  revealed : 
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"At  the  close  of  these  remarks  Mr.  Tyler 
accepted  the  sledge  and  with  four  sturdy 
whacks  he  sent  home  his  spike.  President 
Kent,  with  nervy  grasp,  then  struck  straight 
— one,  two  and  three — and  the  welkin  rang 
with  applause.  The  work  was  well  done,  and 
the  last  rail  of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  West- 
ern was  laid  and  the  last  spike  driven  to  tlie 
head.  The  construction  of  this  road  encoun- 
tered, perhaps,  more  obstacles  and  greater  op- 
position than  any  other  in  the  country.  Yet 
Mr.  Kent  showed  himself  equal  to  every  emer- 
gency and,  with  heroic  faith  and  singleness 
of  purpose,  he  made  success  possible  and  vic- 
tory a  verity.  The  Portage  County  Democrat 
(now  the  Ravenna  Republican)  of  June  3, 
1863,  contained  this  faithful  tribute: 

"  'The  location  of  the  shops  at  Franklin 
Mills  is  doubtless  due  to  the  position  and  in- 
fluence of  Marvin  Kent,  Esq.,  the  president 
of  the  road,  who  resides  at  that  point.  If  any 
man  ought  to  be  gratified  and  benefited  by  the 
location  of  the  shops  it  is  President  Kent.  He 
was  not  only  the  friend  of  the  road,  but,  if 
we  are  correctly  informed,  he  also  originated 
the  idea  of  its  construction.  In  carrying  for- 
ward this  great  improvement  to  its  comple- 
tion he  has  toiled  and  struggled  for  over  twelve 
years,  amid  doubt  and  discouragement,  amid 
jeers  and  sneers  and  obloquy.  While  others 
hesitated  he  stood  fast ;  when  the  faint-hearted 
turned  aside  he  persevered  with  unfaltering 
nerve  and  courage ;  when  timid  friends  for- 
sook he  succeeded  in  raising  up  other  friends 
and  in  attracting  capital  to  this  great  work; 
and  thus,  with  a  patience,  courage  a"nd  assidu- 
ity and  with  an  unswerving  fidelity  to  a  single 
aim  that  reaches  the  point  of  real  heroism, "he 
has  held  on  his  way  through  twelve  laborious 
years  of  fluctuations,  vicissitudes  and  uncer- 
tainties, neglecting  or  abandoning  his  private 
business,  pledging  or  imperiling,  or  at  least 
casting  into  the  hazard  of  success,  his  large 
private  fortune  for  the  benefit  of  his  cherished 
enterprise.  And  yet  he  has  labored  all  this 
time  without  general  appreciation,  the  select 
few  more  intimately  associated  with  him  in 
official  relations  being  the  only  ones  to  know 
and  appreciate  his  trials  and  toils.  But  it  is 
time  the  man  to  whom  more  than  to  any  other 
the  country  is  indebted  for  this  great  and  lead- 
ing road  should  lie  understood  and  appreciated, 
for  every  man  and  every  community  benefited 
by  the  construction  of  this  road  owes  to  Mar- 
vin Kent  a  debt  of  gratitude.  He  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated   en    ti'.c    success    which    the    intelli- 


gence, the  ability  and  the  fixed  and  resolute 
purpose  which  he  has  brought  to  bear  on  the 
enterprise  have  accomplished.'  " 

Marvin  Kent  was  a  man  who  kept  the  needle 
of  life  true  to  the  pole-star  of  hope,  and  he 
guided  his  course  with  a  full  sense  of  his  re- 
sponsibilities and  with  the  strength  of  conscious 
rectitude.  His  name  merits  a  large  place  in 
the  history  of  the  state  of  which  he  was  a  na- 
tive son  and  to  which  he  gave  so  great  and  so 
productive  service.  Upon  the  successful  com- 
pletion of  the  railroad  line  of  which  mention 
has  just  been  made  Mr.  Kent  practically  retired 
from  active  business,  and  he  passed  the  residue 
of  his  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  beautiful 
home  and  the  society  of  his  circle  of  loyal 
friends,  of  whom  he  was  ever  deeply  apprecia- 
tive. In  1865,  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  his 
honored  father,  he  succeeded  the  latter  in  the 
presidency  of  the  Kent  National  Bank,  and 
this  incumbency  he  retained  forty-three  years, 
until  he  too  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  October,  1875,  he  was  elect- 
ed to  represent  the  Twenty-sixth  district  of 
Ohio  in  the  state  senate,  in  which  body  he  made 
an  admirable  record  during  his  term  of  two 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  tolerant  spirit,  liberal 
views,  and  intrinsically  of  generous  impulses, 
and  of  him  one  familiar  with  the  various  stages 
of  his  career  has  written  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  "He  aided,  in  a  great  variety  of  ways,  in 
advancing  the  material  welfare  of  those  among 
whom  he  lived.  He  was  a  generous  promoter 
of  every  business  enterprise  of  Kent,  which  vil- 
lage bears  his  name.  There  are  enduring  mon- 
uments of  his  public  spirit  on  every  hand,  such 
as  public  and  private  edifices,  business  blocks, 
mills  and  factories,  and  about  them  all  there 
is  an  evidence  of  permanency  and  durability, 
of  exactness  in  details  and  adaptability  to  the 
uses  designed."  His  life  record  suggests  that 
he  fully  observed  the  fine  old  rule  of  living- 
designated  in  the  following  words  of  the  bard 
of  Avon  :  "This  above  all :  to  thine  own  self  be 
true,  and  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day. 
thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man." 

On  December  24,  1840.  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Kent  to  Miss  Maria  Stewart, 
daughter  of  Colonel  William  Stewart,  of 
Franklin,  Portage  county.  She  was  born  at 
Franklin  on  August  25.  1821.  and  her  death 
occurred  on  May  22.  1900.  She  was  a  woman 
of  gentle  refinement  and  gracious  presence,  and 
her  memory  is  revered  by  all  who  came  within 
the   sphere  of  her   influence.      She    was    long 
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prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the  community 
which  represented  her  home  for  so  long  a  term 
of  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  children, — Henry  L.,  who  died  in 
1873,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  children,  and 
William  S.,  who  is  president  of  the  Kent  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Kent,  in  which  office  he  suc- 
ceeded his  father. 

Dk.  Charles  F.  House,  who  ha*  earned  so 
honorable  a  success  by  his  practice  of  thirty- 
five  years  in  Painesville,  Lake  county,  is  one 
of  the  most  thoroughly  educated  and  broadly 
experienced  members  of  his  profession  in  this 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  was  born 
in  that  place,  December  12,  1849;  received  his 
earlv  education  there,  and  completed  his  liter- 
ary and  classical  studies  at  Oberlin  and  the 
Western  Reserve  colleges.  At  the  latter  he 
finished  the  full  classical  course,  graduated  in 
1871  with  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  that  year  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  spent  two  and  a  half  years  as 
a  student  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College, 
but  in  1874  completed  his  professional  course 
in  the  Long  Island  Hospital  College  of  New 
York.  Dr.  House  at  once  returned  to  the 
home  of  his  boyhood  for  practice,  and  the 
bright  promise  of  his  first  years  there  as  a 
young  and  ambitious  physician  has  been  real- 
ized in  the  honorable  successes  of  the  inter- 
vening years  and  in  his  present  high  standing. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  and  the  American  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  from  1879  to  1888  was  sec- 
retary of  the  board  of  pension  examiners  of 
Painesville.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  his  fraternal  relation  is  a  Mason  in 
high  standing. 

In  regard  to  the  doctor's  more  personal  re- 
lations, it  should  be  added  that  Dr.  House 
married  Miss  Mary  I.  Radcliff  on  the  4th  of 
October,  1888.  He  himself  comes  of  an  old 
Massachusetts  family,  John  House,  his  grand- 
father, having  been  born  in  North  Adams,  of 
English  ancestors  who  located  in  the  United 
States  during  the  colonial  period.  The  grand- 
father mentioned  was  a  blacksmith  and  a 
wagon  maker  by  trade,  as  well  as  a  country 
merchant,  and  eventually  became  a  large  land 
owner,  being  proprietor  at  one  time  of  fully- 
one  thousand  acres  in  Geauga  county.  The 
father,  also  John  House,  was  born  in  West- 
field,  Massachusetts;  was  farmer  and  black- 
smith ;  for  many  years  postmaster  at  Leroy 
and  afterward  a  drygoods  merchant  in  part- 


nership with  his  father.  He  was  a  most  active 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  church, 
and  at  different  periods  in  his  voting  life  was 
Whig.  Republican  and  Prohibitionist.  Mr. 
House  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
and  his  wife  (nee  Jane  E.  Mosely),  in  her 
seventy-seventh  year.  Mrs.  John  House,  the 
mother  of  the  doctor,  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  came  to  Ohio  when  quite  young, 
her  father  being  a  pioneer  and  a  large  land 
owner  of  Geauga  county,  who  lived  to  be  over 
ninety  years  of  age. 

John  H.  Oakley,  postmaster  of  Ravenna, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  December  9,  1842.  His  father, 
Abram  Oakley,  was  born  in  Detford,  England, 
but  left  that  country  while  yet  a  mere  boy 
and  located  for  a  number  of  years  in  Canada, 
going  thence  to  the  state  of  New  York,  where 
he  married  Minerva  Caroline  Beach.  Soon 
after  he  removed  to  Portage  county,  being 
amongst  the  early  settlers  of  Charlestown 
township.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Ravenna, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  some  time 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  in 
i860.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Indiana,  having 
a  daughter  residing  at  Elkhart,  at  whose 
house  he  died,  in  1867.  The  family  consisted 
of  four  children,  as  follows :  Maria  J.  Post, 
deceased ;  Julia  A.,  widow  of  Rev.  E.  E. 
Lamb,  residing  at  Boise,  Idaho;  John  H.  and 
Mary  C,  wife  of  A.  M.  Rowe,  adjutant  gen- 
eral of  Idaho. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  John 
H.  Oakley  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to 
the  call  for  volunteers,  and  enlisted  April  25, 
1861,  for  the  three  months'  service  in  Com- 
pany G,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  in  that  organization  until  August  of 
that  year.  On  October  15,  1861,  he  re-en- 
listed for  three  years  in  Battery  I,  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Light  Artillery,  better  known  as 
"Leather  Breeches  Battery,"  and  served 
therein  until  December  10,  1864,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged  by  reason  of  expiration 
of  term  of  service.  About  two  years  of  this 
service  was  witli  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
the  balance  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
in  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  During  his  three 
and  one-half  years'  service  lie  never  received 
a  wound,  although  he  participated  in  many 
of  the  bloodiest  and  most  decisive  engage- 
ments of  the  war,  among  them  being  the  fol- 
lowing: Dinwiddie  Gap.  Virginia,  April  2=;. 
1862;'    McDowell,    Virginia,    May    8.     1862; 


752 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


Cross  Keyes,  Virginia,  June  8,  1862;  Slaugh- 
ter Mountain,  Virginia,  August  9,  1862;  Free- 
man's Ford,  Virginia,  August  22,  1862 ;  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Virginia,  August  24,  1862 ;  Bull 
Run,  Virginia,  August  30,  1862;  Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia,  December  13,  1862;  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Virginia,  May  1-4,  1863;  Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  July  1-3,  1863 ;  Lookout 
Valley,  Tennessee,  October  29,  1863 ;  Mission 
Ridge,  Tennessee,  November  25,  1863  ;  Resaca, 
Georgia,  May  13-16,  1864;  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, Georgia,  June  9-10,  1864;  Vining  Sta- 
tion, Georgia,  July  2-5,  1864;  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  Georgia,  July  20,  1864;  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  July  28  to  September  2,  1864.  After 
his  discharge  Mr.  Oakley  returned  to  Ravenna, 
where  he  opened  a  photograph  gallery,  con- 
tinuing in  this  business  until  May,  1898.  At 
that  time  he  was  honored  by  receiving  from 
President  McKinley  an  appointment  as  post- 
master of  Ravenna.  He  was  reappointed  to 
this  position  by  President  Roosevelt  in  1902 
and  again  in  1906. 

Mr.  Oakley  married,  June  19,  1872,  Isodene 
E.  Horr,  daughter  of  A,  V.  and  Rosella 
(Beecher)  Horr,  who  was  born  in  Shalers- 
ville,  Portage  county,  her  family  being  among 
the  early  settlers.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Oakley  at- 
tend the  Congregational  church,  of  which  she 
is  a  member.  They  have  two  children :  Harry 
B.,  of  Chicago,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Quaker 
Oats  Company,  and  Warren  B.,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  representing  the  lace  importing 
house  of  P.  K.  Wilson  and  Son,  of  New  York. 

Air.  Oakley  is  quite  an  enthusiastic  secret 
society  man,  and  has  been  highly  honored  by 
his  brethren  by  having  conferred  on  him  the 
following  titles :  Past  grand  of  Ravenna 
Lodge,  No.  65,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  past  chief  patriarch 
of  Ravenna  Encampment,  No.  129,  I.  O.  O. 
F. ;  past  senior  vice-commander,  David  Mcin- 
tosh Post,  No.  327,  G.  A.  R. ;  master  of 
finance,  Cresset  Lodge,  No.  225,  K.  of  P. ; 
past  captain,  Buckeye  Company,  No.  97,  Uni- 
form Rank,  K.  of  P. ;  past  regent,  Ravenna 
Council,  No.  376,  Royal  Arcanum ;  past  presi- 
dent, Ravenna  Council,  No.  188,  National 
Union,  and  at  this  time  holds  a  commission 
as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Reg- 
iment, Uniform  Rank,  K.  of  P. 

William  H.  Crafts. — Graven  deeply  and 
with  marked  distinction  on  the  history  of 
Portage  county  are  the  name  and  works  of 
Hon.  William  H.  Crafts,  who  is  now  living 
virtually  retired  in  the  village  of  Mantua.     He 


was  long  prominent  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive business  men  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  and  his  operations  were  of  wide  scope 
and  importance,  as  the  text  of  this  sketch  will 
presently  indicate.  He  has  served  with  dis- 
tinction as  a  member  of  the  Ohio  legislature, 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
civic  and  material  upbuilding  of  his  home 
town,  and  through  his  public-spirited  activities 
and  sterling  personal  character  he  has  won 
and  retained  a  secure  and  enviable  place  in 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of 
Portage  county.  Further  than  all  this  he 
merits  consideration  in  this  volume  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  a  scion  in  the  third  generation, 
paternal  and  maternal,  of  honored  pioneer 
families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  of  which  he 
is  a  native  son  and  one  who  takes  just  pride 
in  this  fact. 

He  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his 
father  in  Auburn  township,  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1849,  and  is  a 
son  of  Elisha  and  Betsey  (Waterman)  Crafts. 
Elisha  Crafts  was  born  in  Auburn  township, 
Geauga  county,  April  9,  18 19,  and  was  a  son 
of  Elliott  and  Cynthia  (Rice)  Crafts,  who 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  twelve  years.  His  parents  settled  at 
Auburn,  Geauga  county,  where  the  father  be- 
came a  successful  farmer  and  where  he  also 
followed  the  work  of  his  tra*de,  that  of  black- 
smith. Elliott  Crafts  was  a  man  of  sterling 
character  and  marked  individuality,  and  he 
wielded  no  little  influence  in  the  public  affairs 
of  the  pioneer  community.  He  and  his  wife 
continued  to  reside  in  Geauga  county  until 
their  death,  and  their  names  merit  place  on 
the  roll  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  The  genealogy  of  the  Crafts 
family  is  traced  back  through  a  long  line  of 
English  ancestors,  and  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America  was  Major  Edward  Crafts,  who 
was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Continental  line 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  which 
he  was  a  gallant  officer. 

Elisha  Crafts  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Geauga  county,  in  whose  pioneer  schools  he 
gained  his  educational  training.  There  he  be- 
came a  successful  farmer,  and  there  also  he 
identified  himself  with  other  lines  of  business 
enterprise.  He  was  called  upon  to  serve  in 
various  offices  of  public  trust,  and  bis  attitude 
was  ever  that  of  a  loyal  anil  public-spirited 
citizen.  He  built  the  first  cheese  factory  in 
his  section  of  the  county,  and  otherwise  con- 
tributed to  the  industrial  advancement  of  the 
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community.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
was  specially  active  in  connection  with  the 
recruiting,  equipping  and  drilling  of  troops 
for  the  Union  service,  and  he  did  all  in  his 
power  to  aid  in  the  cause  through  which  the 
integrity  of  the  nation  was  perpetuated.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig,  but  he  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  and  ever  afterward 
gave  to  the  "grand  old  party"  his  unswerving 
allegiance.  In  a  fraternal  way  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  at- 
tained to  the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-seven 
years,  and  ever  commanded  the  unequivocal 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  as 
his  life  was  marked  by  the  most  impregnable 
integrity  and  counted  for  good  in  all  its 
relations. 

Mrs.  Betsey  (Waterman)  Crafts,  mother 
of  William  H.,  was  born  in  Auburn  township, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  her  parents,  who 
came  to  Ohio  from  the  state  of  New  York, 
were  numbered  among  the  very  early  settlers 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Curtis  and  Betsey  (Thayer)  Waterman, 
who  continued  to  make  their  home  in  Geauga 
county  until  they  were  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal.  She  herself  was  eighty-five  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  demise,  and- her  mem- 
ory is  revered  by  all  who  came  within  the 
sphere  of  her  gentle  and  gracious  influence. 
She  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  The  only  child  was  William  H., 
whose  name  initiates  this  review. 

In  1853  Elisha  Crafts  removed  with  his 
family  from  Geauga  county  to  Portage  county, 
where  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  residue  of 
their  long  and  signally  useful  lives.  At  the 
time  of  this  removal  William  H.  was  a  child 
of  four  years,  and  he  was  reared  to  maturity 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  Mantua  town- 
ship, in  whose  work  he  earl)-  began  to  lend 
his  quota  of  assistance,  the  while  he  duly 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  dis- 
trict school  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home. 
Thereafter  he  continued  his  studies  for  a  time 
in  Hillsdale  College,  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan, 
after  which  he  was  matriculated  in  Hiram 
College,  one  of  the  historic  old  institutions  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1869. 
He  early  manifested  a  distinctive  predilection 
for  practical  business,  as  is  evident  when  we 
revert  to  the  fact  that  when  but  thirteen  years 
of  age  he  began  buying  calfskins  for  a  firm 
in  the  eastern  states.     He  thus  employed  his 


time  during  a  portion  of  his  school  vacation, 
and  he  gave  evidence  of  that  acumen  which 
later  conserved  his  success  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  the  fine  old  Western 
Reserve.  He  continued  to  represent  the  east- 
ern concern  in  the  buying  of  calfskins  and 
built  up  a  satisfactory  business  while  still  a 
youth.  In  1876,  when  but  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  he  made  a  trip  to  Boston  in  company 
with  his  employer,  whom  he  succeeded  as 
buyer  for  the  states  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio  and  Michigan.  It  is  worthy  of 
record  that  in  a  single  year  he  purchased  four 
hundred  thousand  calfskins  in  the  territory 
assigned  to  his  control.  In  1878  he  began 
buying  beef  hides  for  the  firm  of  Webster  & 
Company,  of  Boston,  with  which  concern  he 
continued  to  be  thus  identified  until  1880, 
when  he  instituted  the  buying  and  shipping 
of  hides  on  his  own  responsibility.  Under 
these  conditions  he  gained  precedence  as  the 
most  extensive  buyer  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  it  may  well  be  understood  that  his  opera- 
tions were  of  wide  scope.  His  careful  man- 
agement and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness made  his  venture  one  of  distinctive  suc- 
cess, and  he  also  built  up  a  large  and  prosper- 
ous enterprise  as  a  buyer  and  shipper  of  wool. 
He  maintains  an  active  supervision  of  his 
various  capitalistic  interests,  which  are  large 
and  of  important  order.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  private  banking  house  of 
Crafts,  Hine  &  Company,  of  Mantua,  in  1885, 
and  he  continued  as  senior  member  of  this 
firm  until  1894,  when  the  bank  was  consol- 
idated with  the  First  National  Bank,  in  which 
he  is  a  large  stockholder  and  of  whose  direc- 
torate he  is  a  member. 

Liberal  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  Mr. 
Crafts  has  long  been  a  dominating  factor  in 
local  affairs  of  a  public  nature,  and  he  has 
been  a  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Portage  county.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  of  Mantua  for 
eighteen  years,  and  did  much  to  further  the 
work  and  make  proper  provision  for  the  same 
in  this  village,  where  the  present  fine  school 
building  was  erected  during  his  incumbency 
of  the  position  noted.  He  bought  the  first  lot 
for  and  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  first 
church  edifice  in  Mantua,  that  of  the  Method- 
ist church,  and  after  this  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  he  had  charge  of  the  building 
of  the  new  edifice.  He  is  a  member  of  this 
church  and  active  in  its  work  and  support,  as 
is  also  Mrs.  Crafts. 
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Air.  Crafts  served  three  terms  as  a  member 
of  the  state  legislature,  in  which  he  repre- 
sented Portage  county  with  marked  discrim- 
ination and  effectiveness.  He  was  first  elected 
in  1899,  and  his  subsequent  elections  were  in 
1901  and  1903.  He  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  and  only  man  to  have  thus  rep- 
resented Portage  county  for  three  terms  in 
the  legislature.  During  his  first  term  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  finance  committee 
of  the  house,  and  during  his  last  two  terms 
he  had  the  chairmanship  of  this  important 
committee.  He  also  served  as  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  emergency  board  of  the  state,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  and  of  which  the  gov- 
ernor was  chairman.  As  a  member  of  the 
legislature  he  was  an  earnest  worker  and  did 
much  to  promote  wise  legislation.  A  number 
of  important  bills  were  presented  by  him  and 
under  his  able  championship  came  to  enact- 
ment. He  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for 
the  office  of  state  treasurer  in  1908,  but  was 
defeated.  In  1904  he  was  nominee  for  repre- 
sentative of  his  district  in  congress. 

On  December  28,  1869,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Air.  Crafts  to  Miss  Augusta  M. 
Merriman,  whose  death  occurred  June  26, 
1903,  and  who  is  survived  bv  five  children — 
Ethel  M.,  Belle  M.,  Harry  W.,  James  G.  and 
Lucius  M.  March  22,  1905,  Mr.  Crafts  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  Oren, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Oren  W. 

Mr.  Crafts  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  its  adjunct,  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  and  also  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. He  has  been  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent upbuilders  of  his  home  village,  and  has 
in  manifold  ways  contributed  to  its  material 
and  civic  progress.  He  has  so  ordered  his 
course  as  to  retain  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact, and  he  stands  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tive citizens  of  the  count}'  in  which  he  has  so 
long  maintained  his  home  and  in  which  he 
has  gained  definite  success  through  his  well 
directed  efforts. 

Thomas  M.  Par  kick,  Jr. — Well  entitled  to 
consideration  in  a  publication  of  this  province 
is  Thomas  M.  Parker  Jr.,  who  is  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  of  the  younger 
generation  in  the  city  of  Akron,  where  he  is 
president  of  the  Summit  Lumber  Company 
&  Building  Company. 

Mr.    Parker    was    born    in    Akron    in    1869, 


and  is  the  only  son  of  Thomas  M.  and  May 
E.  (Wellington)  Parker.  His  father,  who  is 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Summit  Lumber  Company  &  Building  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Kent  county,  Delaware,  in 
1837,  and  was  tnere  reared  to  manhood.  In 
1807  he  came  to  Ohio  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Akron,  where  he  engaged  in  the  work 
of  his  trade,  that  of  carpenter,  and  where  he 
eventually  became  one  of  the  leading  con- 
tractors and  builders  of  this  section.  In  1897 
he  organized  the  company  of  which  he  is  now 
vice-president  and  general  manager,  and  the 
enterprise,  under  his  able  and  practical  super- 
vision, has  grown  to  be  one  of  important  or- 
der. The  planing  mill  which  is  operated  in 
connection  with  the  general  lumber  business 
is  thoroughly  modern  in  all  its  equipments 
and  accessories,  and  here  are  turned  out  all 
kinds  of  building  materials,  including  interior 
finishings  of  the  highest  type.  For  a  number 
of  years  Thomas  M.  Parker,  Sr.,  was  asso- 
ciated in  business  with  his  brother,  John 
Parker,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  in 
1907,  the  business  was  reorganized  and  the 
present  corporate  title  was  adopted.  At  the 
time  of  this  reorganization  Thomas  M.  Parker, 
Jr.,  became  president  of  the  company,  which 
is  incorporated  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars ; 
Thomas  M.  Parker,  Sr.-,  became  vice-president 
and  general  manager;  and  William  H.  Mantz, 
secretary.  The  .concern  carries  at  all  times  a 
large  and  select  stock  of  hard  and  soft  wood 
lumber  and  general  building  supplies,  and  the 
extensive  yards  of  the  company  are  located  on 
the  canal,  so  that  the  best  of  shipping  facilities 
are  available.  The  marriage  of  Thomas  M. 
Parker,  Sr.,  to  Miss  May  E.  Wellington  was 
solemnized  in  1863.  She  was  born  in  the  state 
of  AJaryland,  a  daughter  of  James  B.  Welling- 
ton, and  her  death  occurred  in  1892.  Mr. 
Parker,  Sr.,  has  been  identified  with  active 
business  affairs  in  Akron  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  here  has  ever  retained  a  strong  hold 
upon  popular  confidence  and  esteem.  He  still 
gives  his  active  supervision  to  the  concern  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  and  his  long  and 
practical  experience  make  him  a  most  valuable 
factor  in  its  large  and  varied  operations. 

Thomas  M.  Parker,  Jr.,  gained  his  early 
educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of 
Akron,  and  he  then  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  his  operations  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  Of  his  connection  with  the  present 
company  sufficient  mention  has  been  made  in 
foregoing  paragraphs.     He   is  a   young  man 
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of  progressive  ideas  and  excellent  executive 
ability,  and  he  gives  his  undivided  attention 
to  the  business  of  the  company  of  which  he  is 
president.  He  is  an  appreciative  member  of 
Akron  Lodge,  No.  363,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks. 

In  1897  Thomas  M.  Parker,  Jr.,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Clark,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Clark,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  they  enjoy  marked 
popularity  in  connection  with  the  social  activi- 
ties of  their  home  city.   They  have  no  children. 

Robert  McCurdy. — In  the  death  of  Robert 
McCurdy,  at  his  home  in  Youngstown,  March 
25,  1904,  that  community  lost  one  of  its  ablest 
citizens  and  most  successful  financiers.  He 
was  a  fine  type  of  that  class  of  men  who  may 
almost  be  considered  characteristic  products  of 
the  last  century — men  who  spent  the  early 
years  of  their  career  in  Youngstown  and.  by 
the  force  of  their  industry  and  integrity, 
pushed  themselves  into  such  leadership  that 
the  largest  resources  of  business  were  en- 
trusted to  them.  As  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Youngstown  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  Mr.  McCurdy  directed 
one  of  the  most  important  institutions  of 
northern  Ohio,  and  was  able  to  influence  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  his  city  and  county  in 
many  and  varied  activities. 

Born  at  Castle  Finn,  County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, June  24,  1842,  and  brought  to  the  United 
States  when  eleven  months  of  age,  the  boy 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Mahoning  county. 
While  his  tender  years  were  accompanied  by 
some  advantages  in  the  Youngstown  public 
schools,  he  was  obliged  to  become  self-support- 
ing at  a  very  early  age,  thereby  forming  those 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  which  were 
characteristic  of  the  boyhood  of  those  who  be- 
came successful  business  men  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  In  August,  1861,  he  became  an  em- 
ploye of  the  old  Mahoning  County  Bank.  He 
eagerly  and  intelligently  performed  many  du- 
ties which  would  be  contemptuously  stamped 
by  the  modern  youth  as  "beneath  him."  But 
his  faithfulness  and  solid  business  traits  did 
not  escape  the  notice  of  many  citizens  of 
Youngstown  who  were  in  a  position  to  push 
his  fortunes,  and  when  the  First  National  Bank 
was  organized,  on  June  2,  1863,  he  received 
a  regular  clerkship  in  that  institution.  On 
June  20,  1865,  he  was  promoted  to  be  cashier, 
and  thus,  for  a  number  of  years,  was  an  active 
and   important   factor   in   the   management  of 


the  bank.  As  the  result  of  a  re-organization, 
effected  in  1877,  he  was  elected  president,  and 
from  that  year  until  his  death  guided  and 
strengthened  its  affairs.  The  most  solid  re- 
sources and  policies  of  the  bank  were  largely 
formed  under  his  administration,  and  continue 
today  as  the  firm  basis  of  one  of  Ohio's  oldest 
national  banks. 

Aside  from  the  institution  to  which  he  gave 
the  best  years  and  efforts  of  his  career,  Mr.  Mc- 
Curdy was  interested  in  various  industries  and 
business  matters  which  have  made  Youngs- 
town an  important  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing center.  Almost  the  only  interruption  to 
his  banking  career  from  its  commencement  in 
August.  1861,  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1904, 
was  caused  by  his  short  military  experience  of 
the  Civil  war.  As  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Union  army,  but  after  cam- 
paigning in  Virginia  for  three  months  he  was 
stricken  with  typhoid  fever  and  discharged  for 
disability. 

From  early  manhood  Mr.  McCurdy  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Youngstown,  and  served  it  well  in  such  ca- 
pacities as  Sunday  school  teacher,  clerk  of  the 
session  and  elder,  holding  the  latter  office  for 
twenty-six  years  before  his  death.  In  the  ef- 
forts by  which  a  community  raises  itself  in 
moral  and  intellectual  life,  his  memory  will 
always  be  most  signally  identified  with  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  the  Reuben  Mc- 
Millan Public  Library  Association  and  the 
Rayen  School.  In  1869  he  became  a  member 
of  the  first  committee  that  met  to  organize  a 
branch  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, and  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life  he  maintained  an  enthusiastic  interest  in 
its  advancement,  serving  as  its  president  for 
five  consecutive  years.  At  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease he  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Reuben 
McMillan  Public  Library  Association,  and  it 
was  chiefly  through  his  efforts  that  Youngs- 
town acquired  its  fine  library.  From  1877 
until  his  death  he  was  also  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Rayen  School,  and  to  him  is  largely  due 
the  high  educational  standard  for  which  this 
institution  is  noted  throughout  eastern  Ohio. 
Of  his  contributions  in  time  and  means  to  the. 
cause  of  charity  and  other  worthy  objects,  no 
record  can  be  given,  for,  although  the  com- 
munity recognized  him  as  a  generous  man  it 
also  honored  him  as  an  unostentatious  one.  In 
publics  he  was  an  active  Republican,  working 
both  as  a  campaigner  and  a  delegate  to  party 
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conventions.  As  to  his  general  personality,  it 
was  strong  both  in  mentality  and  manly  vir- 
tues, caused  men  to  respect  and  admire  him, 
and  brought  them  around  him  as  a  leader. 

A  few  facts  about  the  family  life  of  Robert 
McCurdy  will  complete  this  sketch  of  good 
intentions  but  imperfect  execution.  His  father 
was  Dr.  Robert  McCurdy.  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1843  a"d  settled  on  a  farm  near  Crab 
creek,  Mahoning  county.  There  he  practiced 
his  profession  and  cultivated  his  land,  in  order 
to  provide  his  wife  and  eight  children  with 
the  necessities  and  many  of  the  comforts  of 
life.  The  two  of  these  children  who  still  sur- 
vive are  Dr.  John  and  Samuel  H.  McCurdy. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1878,  Robert  Mc- 
Curdy married  Miss  Isabella  Porter,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  William  Porter.  The  three 
children  of  this  union  are  as  follows :  Florence, 
now  Mrs.  Charles  Hart,  of  Chester,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Robert  H.,  secretary  of  the  Delaware 
River  Steel  Company,  at  Chester.  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  and  Isabel,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Gran- 
din,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Isabella 
McCurdy,  the  widow,  occupies  the  family 
residence  at  726  Wick  avenue,  Youngstown, 
and  is  a  lady  of  cultured  and  charitable  char- 
acter, who  has  always  been  in  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy with  moral  and  religious  movements  and, 
like  her  deceased  husband,  a  practical  worker 
for  the  real  betterment  of  the  community  by 
which  she  is  so  deeply  respected. 

Alvin  Schramling. — A  retired  farmer, 
pleasantly  passing  the  sunset  years  of  his  life 
in  the  village  of  Jefferson,  is  a  fine  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultural  community  of  Ashta- 
bula county,  and  holds  a  noteworthy  position 
among  its  most  respected  citizens.  He  was 
born  May  9,  1828,  in  Rutledge,  Cattaraugus 
county.  New  York,  a  son  of  David  D.  and 
Catherine  (Sch'ramling)  Schramling,  who 
were  second  cousins.  His  parents  removed 
from  New  York,  their  native  state,  to  Warren 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1835,  and  thereafter 
resided  in  that  state.  Their  ancestors  were 
among  the  earlier  settlers  of  the  Mohawk  Val- 
ley, and  at  a  later  date  were  pioneers  of  Otsego 
county. 

During  the  French  and  Indian  war  a  family 
named  Schnouts,  living  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
were  all  massacred  with  the  exception  of  one 
young  lad,  who  was  taken  to  Canada  by  his 
captors.  Returning  to  his  old  home  after  an 
absence  of  two  years,  he  found  many  articles 
that   had   been   buried,   among   them  being   a 


wooden  bowl,  which  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Alvin  Schramling.  This  boy  settled 
in  Otsego  county,  New  York,  and  was  the 
father  of  Ann  Schnouts,  who  married  Daniel 
Schramling,  a  brother  of  David  D.  Schramling, 
and  uncle  of  Alvin. 

Going  with  the  family  to  Pennsylvania  in 
1835,  Alvin  Schramling  remained  there  until 
1853,  when  he  came  to  Ohio  to  live.  He  was 
a  carpenter,  joiner  and  millwright  and  oper- 
ator, being  skilled  in  all  of  these  trades.  Set- 
tling on  land  in  Pierpont  township,  he  began 
the  improvement  of  a  farm,  and  at  the  same 
time,  taking  advantage  of  the  water  power  on 
his  property,  he  built  a  small  factory  and  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  revolving  hay  rakes, 
to  be  drawn  by  horse  power.  In  this  line  of 
industry  he  built  up  quite  a  business,  making 
about  five  hundred  rakes  a  year,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  selling  these  at  wholesale  put  agents 
on  the  road.  Leaving  the  farm  in  1861,  Mr. 
Schramling  built  a  saw  mill  in  Pierpont  Cen- 
ter, and  at  the  beginning  of  the  great  oil  ex- 
citement in  Mecca,  Trumbull  county,  went 
there  as  a  prospector,  and  sank  a  well,  but  was 
not  successful  in  his  venture.  He  then  went 
back  to  his  farm,  bought  additional  land,  and 
resumed  his  agricultural  labors.  He  was  quite 
prominent  in  military  circles,  serving  for  some 
time  as  captain  of  the  Pierpont  Battalion  of 
Militia.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  was  elected  second  lieu- 
tenant of  his  company,  which  he  had  helped 
organize.  As  lieutenant  he  was  often  on  de- 
tached service,  having  charge  of  a  squad  of 
men,  once  being  sent  to  guard  cattle  in  Chatta- 
nooga ;  once  being  detailed  to  cut  the  railroad ; 
and  once  being  sent  to  guard  the  first  boat  sent 
up  the  Cape  Fear  river  with  supplies  for  the 
refugees.  Subsequently  Mr.  Schramling  was 
with  his  regiment  in  Greensboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, until  receiving  his  discharge  from  the 
service,  the  26th  of  June,  1865. 

Returning  to  Pierpont  township,  Mr. 
Schramling  continued  his  agricultural  labors, 
from  time  to  time  buying  more  land,  until  he 
had  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  acres, 
one  of  the  finest  in  point  of  improvements  and 
equipments  of  any  in  the  neighborhood.  In 
1897,  having,  by  means  of  skilful  and  judi- 
cious labor,  wise  foresight  and  good  invest- 
ments, acquired  a  handsome  competency,  Mr. 
Schramling  moved  to  Jefferson,  where  he  is 
living  retired  from  active  business. 

Mr.  Schramlinsr  married,  in  Warren  countv, 
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Pennsylvania,  January  i,  1850,  Delilah  Rob- 
bins,  a  native  of  that  county,  and  to  them  three 
children  were  born,  namely :  Cassius  Lee,  who 
died  in  1878;  May,  who  married  Alvah  Kin- 
ney, died  in  1878,  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Ed- 
gar Williams.  Mrs.  Williams,  who  lives  with 
her  father,  has  three  children,  namely :  Alvin 
William.  Edgar  L.,  and  Edna.  The  sons  live 
on  the  home  farm,  managing  it  with  charac- 
teristic success,  and  Edna,  a  graduate  of  the 
Pierpont  High  School,  teaches  in  the  Pierpont 
Central  High  School.  Mrs.  Delilah  Schram- 
ling  died  in  1878,  about  the  same  time  that  her 
son  and  daughter  passed  away.  Mr.  Schram- 
ling  married  second  Mrs.  M.  C.  (Latimer) 
Moore.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  and  died, 
April  8,  1907,  at  their  cottage  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, Florida,  where  they  had  spent  a  number 
of  winters.  Mr.  Schramling  served  as  town- 
ship trustee  several  years,  rendering  appreci- 
ated service.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which  he  takes  great 
interest. 

Elijah  Allen  Ward  merits  consideration 
in  this  publication  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  one  of  the  sterling  and  honored  pio- 
neers of  the  Western  Reserve  and  one  who 
did  much  to  conserve  the  industrial  and  civic 
progress  and  development  of  Lake  county. 
He  was  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Willough- 
by,  this  county,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  devoted  \vife, 
who  survived  him  by  about  two  years,  was 
likewise  seventy-eight  years  old  when  she 
passed  forward  to  that  "undiscovered  country 
from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns."' 

Elijah  Allen  Ward  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  in  the  old  Bay  state  he  was 
reared  to  maturity,  receiving  a  common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  second  decade  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  he  came  to  the  wilds 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  in  company  with  the 
Comings  and  Vialls,  who  were  numbered 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Mentor,  Lake 
county.  Mr.  Ward  purchased  a  tract  of  heav- 
ily timbered  land  in  Willoughby  township  and 
there  instituted  the  reclamation  of  a  farm.  His 
old  homestead  was  widely  known  in  the  early 
days  as  the  "Stage  House,"  being  a  stopping 
place  on  one  of  the  pioneer  stage  routes,  but 
not  a  tavern  or  inn.  This  house  was  located 
in  the  little  hamlet  of  Willoughby,  which  vil- 
lage had  been  founded  a  few  years  before  his 


arrival  in  the  county.  After  establishing  his 
home  in  Ohio  Mr.  Ward  sent  for  his  venerable 
parents,  and  thereafter  he  provided  for  them 
as  well  as  his  sisters.  His  affection  for  his 
mother  was  one  of  the  most  dominant  traits 
in  his  character,  and  he  was  determined  to 
provide  for  this  loved  and  venerated  woman 
the  best  possible  home  and  comforts.  His 
father  was  a  man  of  no  little  austerity  and  of 
deep  religious  zeal,  and  it  may  well  be  under- 
stood that  while  he  had  the  respect  and  high 
regard  of  his  children  he  did  not  hold  their 
heart-love,  as  did  the  gentle  and  devoted 
mother. 

At  the  age  of  forty  years  Elijah  A.  Ward 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  Ann 
Carroll,  daughter  of  John  Carroll,  the  maiden 
name  of  whose  wife  was  Wirt.  John  Carroll 
was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Concord  township, 
Lake  county,  and  his  wife's  father,  Jacob 
Wirt,  was  practically  the  first  settler  of  the 
present  village  of  Willoughby,  where  he 
erected  a  mill.  He  secured  a  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Lake  county,  having  been  a  man 
of  means  at  the  time  of  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Ohio  and  having  been  the  owner  of 
a  number  of  slaves,  whom  he  brought  with 
him  to  the  new  home. 

After  his  marriage  Elijah  A.  Ward  located 
on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
son  Joseph  A.,  one-half  mile  east  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Willoughby.  The  house  originally 
occupied  was  finally  removed  from  its  first 
location,  in  order  to  permit  the  construction 
of  the  line  of  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  through 
the  farm,  and  the  house  is  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Ellen  Hill,  daughter  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir.  Mr.  Ward  here  owned  about  400 
acres  of  land  and  he  developed  a  valuable 
farm  from  the  forest.  The  farm  was  eventu- 
ally much  cut  up  by  the  lines  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  and  the  Nickel 
Plate  railroads  and  he  sold  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  his  landed  estate  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  energy, 
keen  mentality  and  sterling  integrity  of  pur- 
pose. He  was  liberal  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen  and  did  much  to  aid  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  village  of  Willoughby.  He  became  one 
of  the  founders  and  trustees  of  Willoughby 
Institute,  to  which  he  contributed  $1,000,  and 
later  he  gave  an  equally  liberal  support  and 
encouragement  to  Lake  Erie  College,  which 
was  finally  removed  from  Willoughby  to 
Painesville,  the  county-seat.  The  Willoughby 
Institute  was  conducted  successfully  until  the 
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time  of  the  Civil  war.  when  the  greater  num- 
ber of  its  students  withdrew  to  go  forth  in 
defense  of  the  Union.  The  building  erected 
in  Willoughby  for  Lake  Erie  College  is  now 
utilized  as  the  public  high  school  of  the  vil- 
lage. 

Mr.  Ward  continued  to  reside  on  his  fine 
old  homestead  farm  until  within  a  few  years 
prior  to  his  demise.  He  passed  the  closing 
years  of  his  life  in  the  village  of  Willoughby, 
where  he  occupied  the  substantial  old  brick 
residence  erected  by  Dr.  Allen,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  members  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Western  Reserve  Medical  College,  then  lo- 
cated in  Willoughby.  This  residence  con- 
tinued to  be  the  abode  of  Elijah  A.  Ward  un- 
til his  death,  and  here  also  his  wife  died.  Both 
were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  their  lives  were  replete 
with  kindly  deeds  and  gracious  consideration 
for  their  fellow  men.  No  resident  of  the 
community  commanded  more  implicit  confi- 
dence and  esteem,  and  now  that  he  "rests  from 
his  labors"  it  is  fitting  that  in  this  publication 
be  given  recognition  of  his  worthy  life  and 
worthy  deeds.  Of  his  children  the  following- 
brief  record  is  given :  Victoria  died  when  a 
young  woman,  as  did  also  Melinda ;  Ellen  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Hill,  of  Willoughby,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Raymond,  who  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  University  of  Ohio  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1909  and  who  is  an  architect 
by  profession ;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  C. 
Smith,  station  agent  for  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad  at  Willoughby ; 
Joseph  A.,  who  remains  on  the  old  homestead 
"farm,  is  individually  mentioned  on  other  pages 
of  this  work ;  and  John  C,  who  is  county  en- 
gineer of  Lake  county,  maintains  his  home  in 
Painesville. 

Rev.  Elijah  Ward,  father  of  Elijah  A. 
Ward,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  clergymen  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the  West- 
ern Reserve  and  was  widely  known  as  "Old 
Father  Ward."  From  a  history  of  the  Lake 
Erie  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  it  is  learned  that  Father  Ward  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  New  England  Conference  in 
1 80 1,  and  that  he  became  a  deacon  in  1803. 
He  was  finally  ordained  an  elder  by  Bishop 
Asbury,  one  of  the  honored  figures  in  the 
history  of  Methodism  in  America.  This  ordi- 
nation took  place  in  1827.  This  sterling 
pioneer  preacher  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
in  1822,  and  his  home  was  established  in  Lake 
county,    as    has   been    indicated    in    preceding 


paragraphs.  He  gained  wide  repute  as  a 
preacher  of  the  old-school  type  and  was  a 
valued  worker  in  the  early  camp-meetings  held 
for  revival  purposes.  It  is  related  of  him  that 
at  a  meeting  of  this  character  held  in  1824  he 
preached  with  such  fervor  and  force,  using  as 
his  subject  the  "Holy  City,"  that  at  the  close 
of  his  appeal  it  seemed  that  practically  the 
whole  assembly  ground  was  covered  with 
prostrate  mourners  or  penitents.  He  continued 
to  live  near  Willoughby  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1858.  He  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who 
likewise  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lake 
county. 

Rev.  Elijah  Ward  preached  with  all  of  zeal 
and  courage  among  the  Mormons,  or  Latter 
Day  Saints,  at  the  time  when  they  had  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
it  was  in  large  measure  due  to  his  denunciation 
and  repeated  attacks  that  they  were  finally 
compelled  to  leave  this  section,  a  number  of 
years  prior  to  the  hegira  to  Utah.  Mr.  Ward 
was  not  a  man  of  academic  education  or  lit- 
erary talent,  but  he  had  an  alert  and  logical 
mind,  was  well  informed  and  was  a  close  and 
appreciative  student  of  the  scriptures.  His 
style  of  preaching  was  severe  and  somewhat 
wrought  and  austere,  as  he  was  trained  in  a 
stern  religious  atmosphere,  but  none  could 
doubt  his  sincerity  nor  his  desire  to  win  to 
his  fellows  the  boon  of  eternal  salvation.  He 
was  original  in  expression  and  thought, 
powerful  in  invective  and  well  versed  in  the 
use  of  sarcasm.  He  continued  to  be  a  strong 
speaker  even  in  his  old  age,  and  he  continued 
to  preach  until  the  infirmities  of  age  rendered 
this  impossible.  Though  stern  and  perhaps 
intolerant,  he  was  at  heart  sympathetic  and 
kindly,  and  when  this  side  of  his  nature  was 
revealed  he  drew  others  to  him  by  closer  ties 
than  he  did  when  exercising  his  ecclesiastical 
functions. 

Concerning  the  children  of  Rev.  Elijah 
Ward  the  following  data  are  entered  as  ap- 
propriate to  the  record  here  perpetuated  con- 
cerning this  honored  pioneer  family.  Due  in- 
formation concerning  the  eldest  son,  Elijah 
Allen  Ward,  has  already  been  given.  Elliott 
Ward  came  to  Lake  county  after  the  other 
members  of  the  family  had  here  located,  and 
he  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  near  Wil- 
loughby until  his  death,  when  an  octogenarian. 
His  sons  Jonathan  and  Elijah  became  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Lake  county  and  the 
former  still  resides  in  Willoughby  township. 
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Elijah  died  in  1908,  when  over  eighty  years. 
Hiram,  youngest  son  of  Elliott  Ward,  enlisted 
in  the  Union  service  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  and  died  in  Libby  prison. 
Gridley  Ward,  the  next  son  of  Rev.  Elijah 
Ward,  finally  removed  to  the  west,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Wealthy, 
the  eldest  daughter,  became  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Brown,  and  both  died  in  Lake  county.  Their 
son,  Watson  Hiram  Brown,  now  resides  in 
Willoughby.  Hannah  became  the  wife  of 
Cyrus  Ingersoll  and- lived  in  Willoughby  until 
her  death,  when  past  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
She  was  well  known  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  where  she  was  long  engaged  in  the 
millinery  business.  She  was  a  woman  whose 
weight  of  body  as  well  as  of  mind  made  her 
especially  impressive  in  personality.  Sally 
Ward  became  the  wife  of  Arial  Hanson  and 
both  were  residents  of  Willoughby  at  the  time 
of  their  death.  Arial  Hanson,  son  of  William 
and  Persis  Hanson,  was  born  in  Deerfield. 
Massachusetts,  in  1800,  and  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in 
Kirtland,  Lake  county,  where  he  was  for 
many  years  a  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zen. He  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  also 
postmaster  in  that  place  at  the  time  when  the 
Mormons  there  organized  their  church  and 
built  their  first  temple,  which  is  still  standing 
and  which  is  one  of  the  historic  landmarks  of 
this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Arial  Han- 
son finally  removed  to  Willoughby,  to  whose 
upbuilding  he  contributed  in  liberal  measure, 
and  there  he  was  held  in  high  honor  as  a  man 
of  ability  and  spotless  integrity  of  character. 
In  the  village  of  Willoughby  he  purchased 
land  upon  which  to  establish  the  Willoughby 
Collegiate  Institute,  and  this  land  he  donated 
to  the  Erie  conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  under  whose  auspices  the  institu- 
tion was  founded  and  maintained.  Mr.  Han- 
son was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
this  institute  from  its  inception  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1862. 

Joseph  A.  Wakd. — A  native  son  of  Lake 
county  and  a  representative  of  the  third  gen- 
eration of  the  family  in  this  favored  section 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  Mr.  Ward  is  num- 
bered among  the  successful  agriculturists  and 
dairy  farmers  of  the  county  and  has  well 
maintained  the  prestige  of  the  name  which  he 
bears  and  which  has  been  identified  with  the 
annals  of  Lake  county  from  the  early  pioneer 
epoch  to  the  present  time.    On  other  pages  of 


this  work  appears  a  memoir  to  his  father,  the 
late  Elijah  Allen  Ward,  with  incidental  record 
concerning  his  grandfather,  Rev.  Elijah  Ward, 
and  to  the  article  in  question  reference  should 
be  made  for  details  concerning  the  family  his- 
tory. 

Joseph  Allen  Ward  was  born  in  the  home- 
stead, one-half  mile  east  of  the  village  of 
Willoughby,  and  the  date. of  his  nativity  was 
January  20,  1849.  The  house  was  built  by 
his  father  in  the  early  fifties,  and  in  late  years 
he  has  extensively  remodeled  the  building, 
which  has  its  facade  facing  a  new  road  con-  - 
structed  after  the  Nickel  Plate  road  was  built. 
The  electric  interurban  line  passes  the  house 
and  affords  to  the  family  the  best  of  transpor- 
tation privileges.  Thus  the  house  now  faces  ' 
the  south,  while  its  original  front  elevation 
was  to  the  north.  The  residence  has  been 
thoroughly  modernized,  is  commodious  and 
conveniently  arranged,  attractive  in  its  ap- 
pointments and  constitutes  one  of  the  fine  rural 
homes  of  the  county.  Mr.  Ward  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  which  has  beer* 
his  place  of  abode  from  the  time  of  his  birth. 
After  duly  availing  himself  of  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and 
period  he  entered  Willoughby  College,  in 
which  institution  he  continued  his  studies  un- 
til he  had  entered  the  junior  year.  He  was 
twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  his  honored  father,  and  he  then  left  college 
to  assume  charge  of  the  home  farm.  Of  his 
father's  original  landed  estate  of  about  400 
acres,  extending  from  the  Chagrin  river  to 
the  line  of  Mentor  township,  he  retains  in  his 
possession  a  well  improved  farm  of  1 18  acres, 
and  he  now  devotes  the  place  principally  to 
dairy  farming,  keeping  an  average  herd  of 
twenty  registered  Holstein  cows,  and'  having 
been  a  successful  breeder  of  this  splendid  type 
of  cattle.  He  has  shown  much  energy  and 
thrift  in  the  various  details  of  his  farm  man- 
agement and  has  long  been  recognized  as  one 
of  the  representative  farmers  and  stock  grow- 
ers of  his  native  county.  As  a  citizen  he  has 
taken  a  loyal  interest  in  all  that  has  tended 
to  conserve  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  to  him  is  accorded  the  unqualified  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  has  lived  from  the  time  of  his  nativity 
and  who  have  been  familiar  with  every  phase 
of  his  career.  Though  never  ambitious  for 
public  office,  Mr.  Ward  is  found  aligned  as  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  and  his  family  hold  mem- 
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bership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
whose  faith  he  was  reared  and  in  which  his 
paternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneer  ministers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1873,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ward  to  Miss  Mary  Cor- 
nelia Ferguson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Willoughby  township,  Lake  county,  where  her 
parents,  Gabriel  Leggett  Ferguson  (commonly 
known  as  Leggett  Ferguson)  and  Orinda  C. 
(Sharp)  Ferguson,  were  early  settlers.  Her 
father  was  born  at  Little  Britain,  Orange 
county,  New  York,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1804, 
and  died  at  Willoughby,  Ohio,  February  19, 
1 88 1.  On  the  16th  of  December,  1847,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Orinda  C.  Sharp,  of 
Willoughby,  who  was  born  at  Newport, 
Herkimer  county,  New  York,  August  21,  1815, 
and  whose  death  occurred  on  the  3d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1878.  Gabriel  Leggett  Ferguson  was  a 
son  of  John  Ferguson,  who  was  born  at  West 
Farms,  Westchester  county,  New  York,  a 
grandson  of  Hezekiah  Ferguson,  a  native  of 
Scotland  and  an  officer  in  the  English  army, 
in  connection  with  which  he  came  to  America 
to  take  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  war 
in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
This  founder  of  the  family  in  America  finally 
sold  his  military  commission  and  settled  at 
Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  where  was  born 
his  son  Hezekiah,  father  of  John.  John  Fergu- 
son was  born  on  the  4th  of  April,  1758,  and 
was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, for  which  service  he  later  received  a 
government  pension,  as  did  also  his  wife  after 
his  death,  which  occured  in  1841,  on  the  same 
day  as  that  of  President  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, the  hero  of  Tippecanoe.  The  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Campbell,  was 
born  in  Scotland, -in  September,  1769,  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  historic  clan  of  that  name,  and 
she  died  in  1854.  Leggett  Ferguson  continued 
to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  farm  at 
Willoughby  Center  until  his  death,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  that  sec- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  first 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  established  in 
Willoughby  township,  and  the  first  church 
edifice,  a  most  modest  little  structure,  was  lo- 
cated in  one  corner  of  the  yard  surrounding 
his  house.  Of  the  nineteen  members  of  the 
first  class  in  this  church  organization  nine 
were  members  of  his  immediate  family.  Of 
his  six  children  four  are  now  living. 

In  conclusion  is  entered  brief  record  con- 
cerning the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward. 


Philip  E.  was  graduated  in  the  University  of 
Ohio  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1899,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  For  six 
years  he  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at 
Kirtland,  Lake  county,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
Kirtland  township.  Later  he  was  for  three 
years  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
Mentor,  in  the  same  county,  and  he  and  his 
wife  now  reside  in  Wenatchee,  Washington. 
He  married  Miss  Grace  Coles,  of  Chardon, 
Geauga  county,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Martha  C.  Anna  C.  Ward,  who  was  educated 
in  Oberlin  College  and  was  a  young  woman  of 
gracious  personality,  died  on  the  8th- of  May, 
1905,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  Ethel 
G.  was  graduated  in  the  Women's  College  of 
Western  Reserve  University,  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1905, 
and  she  is  now  a  successful  and  popular  teacher 
in  the  high  school  at  Nottingham,  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio.  Lucy  F.,  the  youngest  of  the 
children,  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  in  the  city  of  Dela- 
ware, and  is  now  taking  a  course  in  the  New 
York  School  of  Applied  Design  for  Women. 

Ira  L.  Herriff. — A  prominent  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  of  Kent,  Portage  county,  Ira 
L.  Herriff  is  a  substantial  representative  of  its 
mercantile  interests,  and  in  addition  to  carry- 
ing on  a  prosperous  business  as  a  general  mer- 
chant, and  as  an  undertaker.  A  son  of  Samuel 
Herriff,  he  was  born,  November  19,  1846,  in 
Rootstown,  of  pioneer  descent.  His  grand- 
parents, John  and  Susan  (Coosard)  Herriff, 
were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  German  an- 
cestry, and  were  there  brought  up  and  mar- 
ried. Migrating  to  Ohio  in  1818,  they  took 
up  land  in  Rootstown,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
dense  forest  built  the  small  log  cabin  which 
was  their  first  dwelling  house.  The  country 
round  about  was  then  but  thinly  populated, 
and  he  and  his  neighbors  labored  hard  to  clear 
and  improve  the  homestead,  on  which  he  and 
his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days. 

Samuel  Herriff  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead  in  Rootstown,  and  was  brought  up 
among  pioneer  scenes,  as  a  boy  and  youth  be- 
coming familiar  with  pioneer  work.  When 
ready  to  establish  himself  as  the  head  of  a 
household  he  bought  land  in  his  native  town, 
and  was  there  employed  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
during  his  active  career,  his  death  occurring 
March  6,  1888.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lydia  Hartlerode,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
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county,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm,  in  Rootstown,  Ohio,  January  19,  1906. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Ira 
L.,  of  this  brief  sketch;  Ezra,  who  was  acci- 
dentally killed,  December  8,  1906;  Celia,  who 
married  A.  D.  Atchison,  was  killed  by  light- 
ning June  23,  1882;  Everett,  killed  by  an  acci- 
dent December  8,  1906;  John,  died  December 
12,  1872;  and  Emma,  who  died  May  1,  1863, 
age  four  years. 

Ira  L.  Herriff,  the  sole  survivor  of  the  pa- 
rental household,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Rootstown,  attending  the  winter 
terms  only  after  fourteen  years  old,  his  sum- 
mers after  that  time  being  spent  either  on  the 
farm  or  in  the  neighboring  brick  yards,  where 
he  learned  the  making  of  bricks.  Enlisting  in 
February,  1865,  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Mr. 
Herriff  spent  the  next  few  months  in  Tennes- 
see, being  sent  first  to  Chattanooga  and  Look- 
out Mountain,  and  afterwards  to  Nashville. 
In  September,  1865,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  being  mustered  out 
at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  from  there  sent 
to  Columbus,  where  he  received  his  discharge. 

Returning  home,  he  subsequently  worked  for 
a  while  as  a  brakeman  on  a  railway  train, 
after  which  he  spent  six  years  in  Kent  as  a 
manufacturer  of  brick.  Retiring  from  that  in- 
dustry, Mr.  Herriff,  in  company  with  L.  C. 
Reed,  embarked  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business,  continuing  until  1886.  Buy- 
ing his  partner's  interest  in  the  firm  that  year 
(1886),  Mr.  Herriff  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone,  in  its  management  meeting 
with  characteristic  success.  His  establishment, 
one  of  the  finest  in  Kent,  is  well  supplied  with 
furniture  of  the  most  approved  modern  styles, 
and  in  addition  to  this  he  has  put  in  a  good 
line  of  crockery.  A  man  of  tried  and  trusted 
integrity,  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  men,  and  by  applied  industry  and  fair 
dealings  has  built  a  flourishing  trade,  being  the 
leading  general  merchant  and  undertaker  of 
this  part  of  the  county. 

A  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  Mr.  Herriff  has  served  two 
terms  on  the  Kent  school  board ;  one  term  in 
the  city  council ;  and  served  one  term  as  street 
commissioner,  after  which  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  office,  but  resigned  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  second  term.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Herriff  is  a  member  of  the  Summit  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  of  the  Encampment  and  Canton 
of  Akron,  Ohio ;  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 


cepted Order  of  Masons ;  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Herriff  married,  December  1,  1869, 
Belle  E.  Caris,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rachel  (Ward)  Caris.  She  is  of  pioneer  de- 
scent, her  paternal  grandparents,  John  Caris 
and  Betsey  (Hartle)  Caris,  having  settled  in 
Rootstown  in  1802,  and  the  maternal  grand- 
parents, William  Ward  and  Betsey  (Eatinger) 
Ward,  settled  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  in  1802.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herriff  have  two  children,  namely: 
Amy  I.,  superintendent  of  schools  in  Streets- 
boro,  Ohio ;  and  Dene,  who  is  teaching  in 
Streetsboro  township. 

Mr.  Herriff  is  of  Revolutionary  ancestory, 
his  great-grandfather,  Valentine  Coosard, 
serving  in  the  war  for  independence.  Mr. 
Coosard  was  of  Huguenot  ancestry  and  was 
born  in  Chambersburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in 
i/45- 

General  James  Lawrence  Botsford,  who 
died  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Youngstown, 
Mahoning  county,  on  the  6th  of  October,  1898, 
illustrated  in  a  very  marked  degree  the  power 
of  concentrating  the  resources  of  the  entire 
man  and  lifting  them  into  the  plane  of  high 
achievement;  of  supplementing  brilliant  nat- 
ural endowments  with  close  application,  dis- 
tinct tenacity  of  purpose  and  impregnable  in- 
tegrity. Along,  the  lines  in  which  he  directed 
his  splendid  energies  and  abilities — as  a  busi- 
ness man,  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  gallant  and 
distinguished  soldier  of  the  republic — he  made 
of  success  not  an  accident  but  a  logical  result. 
Not  yet  have  sufficient  years  elapsed  since  he 
was  called  from  the  scene  of  his  fruitful  labors 
to  enable  us  to  gain  a  clear  definition  of  the 
perspective  of  his  life  and  thereby  to  determine 
the  full  benefits  of  his  services  to  the  world. 
He  was  much  to  his  native  state  of  Ohio  and 
this  commonwealth  was  much  to  him.  No 
work  touching  the  history  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve can  be  consistent  with  itself  without  ren- 
dering a  large  measure  of  recognition  to  the 
distinguished  and  honored  citizen  whose  name 
initiates  this  memoir. 

James  Lawrence  Botsford  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Poland.  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  16th  of  April,  1834,  and  was  the  third  in 
order  of  nativity  of  the  six  children  born  to 
Archibald  G.  and  Eliza  (Lynn)  Botsford,  both 
of  whom  continued  to  reside  in  this  county 
until  their  death.  Of  the  six  children  the  only 
one  now  living  is  Mary  Julia,  who  is  the  widow 
of   Henrv   O.    Bonnell,   and    who    resides    in 
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Youngstown.  Archibald  Grant  Botsford  was 
one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  business  men  of 
this  county  and  for  a  term  of  many  years  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  combs  at 
Poland.  He  was  a  citizen  of  exalted  charac- 
ter and  wielded  much  influence  in  local  affairs 
of  a  public  nature.  The  subject  of  this  memoir 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native 
village,  to  whose  common  schools  he  was  in- 
debted for  the  early  educational  training  which 
was  later  to  be  splendidly  broadened  and  em- 
bellished through  his  active  association  with 
men  and  affairs  and  through  his  appreciative 
and  well  directed  reading  and  study  in  ma- 
turer  years.  His  initial  business  experience 
was  gained  in  connection  with  the  manufac- 
turing enterprise  conducted  by  his  honored 
father,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  in 
1858,  he  made  his  way  across  the  plains  to 
the  state  of  California,  thus  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  historic  band  of  gold-seekers  com- 
monly referred  to  as  "Forty-niners."  He  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  with  gold  mining  in 
California  until  1861,  and  met  with  a  fair 
measure  of  success  in  his  operations.  Upon  his 
return  to  his  native  county  he  arrived  in.  his 
home  village  of  Poland  just  as  a  company  was 
being  organized  for  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
His  intrinsic  loyalty  and  patriotism  forthwith 
came  into  definite  evidence,  for  he  became  a 
member  of  this  gallant  company,  and  in  May, 
1861.  he  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  as  second  lieutenant  of  Company  E, 
Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
regiment  is  distinguished  in  history  not  only 
for  its  marked  gallantry  and  hard  service  but 
also  as  having  been  the  first  to  enter  the  serv- 
ice from  Ohio  under  the  three  years'  term  of 
enlistment. 

Concerning  the  military  career  of  General 
Botsford  the  following  appreciative  estimate 
has  been  given  and  is  well  worthy  of  perpetu- 
ation in  this  history  of  the  Western  Reserve: 
"Inured  to  hardships,  as  a  consequence  of  his 
western  mining  experience.  General  Botsford 
was  able  to  endure  the  vicissitudes  of  army 
life  somewhat  better  than  many  of  his  com- 
rades. Throughout  the  entire  period  of  the 
war  he  was  ever  found  at  his  post,  and  as  a 
reward  for  able  and  valiant  service  he  was 
advanced  rapidly  through  the  various  grades 
of  promotion.  His  first  service  was  in  West 
Virginia,  where  he  was  made  aide-de-camp  to 
General  Scammon,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  First  Brigade  of  the  Kanawha  Division, 
and  in  all  the  battles,  victories  and  defeats  of 


the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  its  subse- 
quent years  in  West  Virginia,  General  Bots- 
ford participated.  He  was  next  assigned  to 
service  under  Major  General  Crook,  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Cloyd  Mountain,  New 
River  Bridge,  Blakesburg,  Panther's  Gap,  Buf- 
falo Gap  and  Lynchburg,  as  well  as  in  the 
series  of  engagements  in  the  Shenandoah  val- 
ley, among  which  were  the  battles  of  Sinker's 
Ferry,  Cabletown.  Stevenson's  Depot,  Win- 
chester and  Martinsburg.  He  reached  Cum- 
berland in  November,  1864,  and  here  he  was 
detailed  as  assistant  inspector  general  of  the 
department  of  West  Virginia.  This  long  and 
faithful  service  did  not  pass  unrecognized.  His 
commission,  'for  meritorious  and  distinguished 
conduct,'  as  brevet  major  general  dated  from 
March  13,  1865."  It  may  further  be  said  that 
during  the  remaining  years  of  his  long  and 
useful  life  General  Botsford  maintained  a  deep 
interest  in  his  old  comrades  in  the  great  con- 
flict throughout  whose  entire  course  he  served 
with  utmost  fidelity  and  valor,  and  this  inter- 
est was  signalized  by  his  membership  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  his  home  city 
of  Youngstown. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  General  Botsford 
set  himself  valiantly  to  the  winning  of  the  vic- 
tories which  peace  ever  has  in  store,  "no  less 
renowned  than  war."  He  established  his  home 
in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  a  general  produce  commission 
business  until  1872,  when  he  returned  to  his 
native  county  and  located  in  Youngstown, 
where  he  became  a  prominent  and  influential 
factor  in  connection  with  the  great  iron  indus- 
try, which  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  this  section  of  Ohio.  In  1879  he 
became  treasurer  of  .the  Mahoning  Valley  Iron 
Company,  with  which  important  corporation 
he  continued  to  serve  in  this  responsible  execu- 
tive capacitv  until  the  close  of  his  life.  He 
also  had  other  large  and  important  capitalistic 
interests,  principally  of  local  order,  and  he  held 
prestige  as  one  of  the  able  and  thoroughly  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  he  was  known  and  honored  as  a 
citizen  of  great  civic  loyalty  and  public  spirit 
and  as  a  man  who  towered  "four  square  to 
every  wind  that  blows."  He  well  exemplified 
in  his  social  relations  and  in  the  associations 
of  his  ideal  home  the  truth  and  pertinence  of 
the  statement  that  "The  bravest  are  the  ten- 
derest ;  the  loving  are  the  daring."  He  was 
kindlv  and  courteous  in  his  relations  with  his 
fellow  men  and  was  a  type  of  the  sterling  gen- 
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tleman  of  the  old  school — courtly,  dignified 
and  affable.  No  citizen  of  Mahoning  county 
held  to  a  great  and  more  significant  degree 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  its  people. 

In  politics  General  Botsford  was  unswerving 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
it  was  a  matter  of  special  pleasure  and  gratifi- 
cation to  him  that  he  was  permitted  to  support 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  Ruther- 
ford B.  Hayes  and  Major  William  McKinley, 
who  had  been  members  of  his  regiment  in  the 
Civil  war  and  who  ever  continued  his  warm 
personal  friends.  On  the  14th  of  January, 
1892,  Major  McKinley,  who  was  then  gov- 
ernor of  the  state,  appointed  General  Botsford 
quartermaster  general  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard,  of  which  office  he  continued  the  valued 
and  popular  incumbent  throughout  the  guber- 
natorial term  of  his  old-time  friend  and  com- 
rade. Though  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  the 
promotion  of  the  party  cause  in  a  generic  way, 
General  Botsford  was  not  specially  active  in 
local  politics,  and  the  only  office  in  which  he 
consented  to  serve  was  that  of  member  of  the 
city  council,  of  which  position  he  was  incum- 
bent for  only  a  brief  interval. 

Long,  and  devoted  was  the  identification  of 
General  Botsford  with  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church,  of  which  he  was  an  earnest  com- 
municant, being  most  zealous  in  the  affairs  of 
the  parish  of  St.  John  church,  in  Youngstown, 
of  whose  vestry  he  was  long  a  member  and 
of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  twenty-one  years 
prior  to  his  death.  He  may  well  be  referred  to 
as  a  consistent  and  noble  churchman — one  ever 
ready  to  lend  his  influence  and  tangible  aid  in 
the  promotion  of  all  departments  of  church 
work,  and  in  its  benevolences  as  well  as  in 
charitable  objects  aside  from  the  church  he 
was  ever  mindful  of  "all  those  who  are  any 
ways  afflicted  or  distressed  in  mind,  body  or 
estate."  He  was  generous  and  kindly  in  his 
attitude  to  all  men,  tolerant  in  his  judgment 
and  full  of  generous  sympathy  for  those  in 
affliction. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1864,  while  at 
home  on  furlough,  General  Botsford  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  E.  Blaine, 
who  was  burn  and  reared  in  Kentucky,  being 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  L.  and  Anna  (Coons) 
Blaine,  of  Maysville,  that  state,  and  being  a 
first  cousin  of  the  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine.  Mrs. 
Botsford's  father  was  an  influential  citizen  and 
business  man,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued their  residence  in  Kentucky  until  their 
death.  Mrs.  Botsford  has  long  been  promi- 
nent in  the  social  life  of  her  home  city  and  is 


well  known  through  her  prominent  associa- 
tion with  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, of  whose  Ohio  chapter  she  served  as 
state  regent  from  1906  to  1908.  She  is  a 
woman  of  gracious  personality  and  the  beau- 
tiful family  home,  664  Wick  avenue,  in  the 
city  of  Youngstown,  is  recognized  as  a  center 
of  refined  and  generous  hospitality.  Like  her 
husband  she  has  long  been  a  devoted  com- 
municant of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
and  she  is  still  active  in  the  work  of  the  local 
parish.  General  and  Mrs.  Botsford  became  the 
parents  of  two  children — Ella  Kirtland,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  H.  Wick,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of 
Youngstown  and  incumbent  of  the  offices  of 
treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Iron  &  Steel  Company 
and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Paul  Wick 
Real  Estate  Company,  of  Youngstown;  and 
James  L.,  who  bears  the  full  patronymic  of  his 
honored  father  and  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 

Frank  E.  Mantle. — A  man  of  undoubted 
literary  talent  and  ability,  Rev.  Frank  E.  Man- 
tle was  for  many  years  a  successful  preacher 
of  the  gospel,  serving  as  pastor  of  various 
churches,  and  in  each  settlement,  by  his  earnest 
enthusiasm  and  quiet  persuasion,  improving 
the  material  as  well  as  the  spiritual  condition 
of  those  who  looked  to  him  for  help,  comfort 
and  advice.  Being  forced  by  reason  of  ill 
health  to  give  up  his  religious  work,  Mr. 
Mantle  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  for  the  past  four  years  has  con- 
ducted a  general  store  in  Hiram,  Portage 
county.  A  son  of  John  Mantle,  he  was  born, 
September  2,  1868,  in  Suffield  township,  Port- 
age county.  His  grandfather,  William  Mantle, 
was  a  pioneer  settler  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
coming  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  locating 
first  in  Stark  county,  but  later  removing  to 
Portage  county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
days. 

But  five  yeaVs  old  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  (  >hio,  John  Mantle  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  Western  Reserve.  Soon  after 
beginning  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account, 
he  bought  land  in  Mogadore,  Summit  county, 
where  in  addition  to  tilling  the  soil  he  owned 
and  operated  a  kiln  for  many  years,  living  in 
that  vicinity  until  his  death,  in  the  sixty-second 
year  of  his  age.  He  married  Adaline  Falor, 
a  native  of  Akron,  Ohio,  where  her  birth  oc- 
curred sixty-seven  years  ago.  Four  sons  and 
two  daughters  were  born  of  their  union,  Frank 
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E.,  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch,  being  the 
fourth  child. 

Receiving  his  elementary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Summit  county,  Frank  E. 
Mantle  was  graduated  from  the  Mogadore 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1886,  after  which 
he  attended  Hiram  College  for  two  years. 
From  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  self-supporting,  paying 
his  way  through  college  by  teaching  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  county.  Entering  the 
ministry,  Mr.  Mantle's  first  charge  was  at 
Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio,  from  there  going  to 
Glouster,  Athens  county,  where  he  remained 
some  time.  He  subsequently  had  charge  of  the 
Christian  church  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  for  a 
year,  but,  his  health  failing,  he  sought  rest 
and  recreation  in  the  country.  Recovering  to 
some  extent  his  former  physical  vigor,  Mr. 
Mantle  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Christian 
church  in  Hartford,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  filled  the  pulpit  most  satisfactorily 
for  four  years.  Again  feeling  the  need  of  a 
life  in  the  open,  he  took  up  farming,  and  con- 
tinued his  agricultural  labors  for  six  years. 
Locating  in  Hiram  in  1905,  he  has  since  built 
up  a  fine  trade  as  a  general  merchant,  and  has 
identified  himself  with  the  leading  interests  of 
the  place. 

Mr.  Mantle  married,  in  Cuyahoga  Falls, 
Ohio,  Edith  A.  Sill,  who  was  born  at  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harold 
Sill,  born  in  1898. 

Francis  M.  Cooke. — One  of  the  important 
enterprises  of  its  kind  in  the  Western  Reserve 
is  that  conducted  by  the  Bruner-Goodhue- 
Cooke  Company,  of  Akron,  of  which  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  secretary,  as  is  he  also 
of  the  Akron  Savings  &  Loan  Company,  an- 
other concern  whose  operations  are  of  wide 
scope  and  importance.  The  company  first 
mentioned  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  business,  and  its  operations  are 
based  on  a  capital  of  $50,000.  Mr.  Cooke  is 
essentially  one  of  the  representative  business 
men  of  the  younger  generation  in  Akron  and 
is  an  effective  exponent  of  that  progressive 
spirit  and  well  directed  energy  which  have 
caused  Akron  to  forge  so  rapidly  to  the  front 
as  an  industrial  and  commercial  center. 

Mr.  Cooke  finds  satisfaction  in  reverting  to 
the  old  Buckeye  state  as  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity and  the  scene  of  his  endeavors  in  the 
field  of  productive  business  activity.  He  was 
born  at  Middlepoint.  Van  Wert  county.  Ohio. 


on  the  29th  of  August,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of 
D.  F.  and  Catherine  (Cochran)  Cooke,  both 
natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  devoted  the 
major  portion  of  his  active  career  to  mercan- 
tile business  and  died  in  April,  1883,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1884.  The  subject  of  this  re- 
view secured  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  village  and  when 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  removed  to 
Bluffton,  Allen  county,  Ohio,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  public  schools  until 
he  had  completed  the  curriculum  of  the  high 
school,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1886.  In  the  fall  of  1886 
he  was  matriculated  in  Buchtel  College,  in 
Akron,  in  which  well  ordered  institution  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1891,  duly  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts. 

Immediately  after  leaving  college  Mr.  Cooke 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Crescent  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  Cleveland,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  In  June,  1892,  he  became 
identified  with  the  operations  of  the  real  es- 
tate and  insurance  firm  of  Wilcox  &  Noah,  of 
Akron,  and  when  the  enterprise  was  amplified 
by  the  organization  of  a  stock  company,  in 
1897,  he  became  one  of  the  interested  princi- 
pals in  the  corporation,  of  which  he  was  made 
secretary.  In  1899  a  reorganization  took 
place,  under  the  title  of  the  Bruner-Goodhue- 
Cooke  Company,  and  he  has  since  continued 
in  the  responsible  office  of  secretary.  To  his 
discrimination  and  able  administrative  policy 
has  been  in  large  degree  due  the  wonderful 
expansion  of  the  business  of  the  company,  and 
he  is  known  as  an  aggressive  young  business 
man  of  distinctive  initiative  power  and  of 
sterling  integrity  of  purpose.  Since  January, 
1904.  he  has  also  held  the  office  of  secretary 
of  the  Akron  Savings  &  Loan  Company,  of 
which  he  had  previously  been  assistant  secre- 
tary. He  is  a  stockholder  in  several  other 
substantial  business  concerns  of  Akron  and  as 
a  citizen  is  essentially  loyal  and  public-spirited. 
He  is  president  of  the  Sectigraph  Abstract  & 
Title  Company,  the  Akron  Board  of  Under- 
writers and  a  former  president  of  the  Ohio 
Association  of  Fire  Insurance  Agents.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  Alma 
Mater,  Buchtel  College,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  that  body. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cooke  is  aligned  as  a  stal- 
wart supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second 
degree    in    Ancient    Accepted    Scottish    Rite 
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Masonry,  in  which  he  is  identified  with  the 
consistory  in  Cleveland ;  also  with  Akron  Com- 
mandery,  No.  25,  K.  T.,  Washington  Chapter, 
No.  25,  and  Adoniram  Lodge,  No.  517,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  which  he  served  as  worshipful  mas- 
ter in  1903.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Akron  Masonic  Club  and  a  member  of  the 
Portage  Country  Club. 

In  1897  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Cooke  to  Miss  Mabel  K.  Page,  daughter 
of  Flora  K.  Page,  and  they  are  prominent  in 
the  social  life  of  their  home  city. 

Walter  M.  Kellogg. — Occupying  a  posi- 
tion of  prominence  among  the  alert,  progres- 
sive and  respected  men  who  are  so  ably  con- 
ducting the  mercantile  interests  of  Ashtabula 
county  is  Walter  M.  Kellogg,  an  extensive  and 
prosperous  hardware  dealer  of  Jefferson.  He 
comes  from  a  family  well  known  throughout 
New  England,  where  his  ancestors  lived  for 
many  generations,  being  active  in  town,  county 
and  state  affairs.  His  father,  Abner  Kellogg, 
was  born  in  Alford,  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, January  8,  1812,  being  the  fourth 
child  in  a  family  consisting  of  five  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

Coming  as  a  child  with  his  parents  to 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  Abner  Kellogg  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the  district 
schools,  where  he  had  for  a  teacher  B.  F. 
Wade,  and  completing  his  studies  in  the  Jef- 
ferson Academy.  A  man  of  industry  and  ac- 
tivity, ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of  every 
offered  opportunity  for  increasing  his  finan- 
cial condition,  Abner  Kellogg  was  for  a  while 
variously  employed,  among  other  things  keep- 
ing a  village  tavern,  and  dealing  in  cattle, 
buying  large  numbers,  and  driving  them  to  the 
eastern  markets.  An  influential  member  of 
his  community,  possessing  marked  ability  and 
intelligence,  he  became  active  in  public  af- 
fairs, and  in  1834  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Monroe  township,  and  served  six 
years,  when  he  resigned.  In  1839  he  was 
nominated  for  representative  to  the  state  legis- 
lature on  the  same  ticket  which  had  the  name 
of  B.  F.  Wade  for  state  senator,  and  Piatt  R. 
Spencer  for  county  treasurer,  all  three  of  these 
stalwart  men  being  strongly  anti-slavery.  All 
were  defeated  by  a  union  ticket,  the  pro-slavery 
feeling  then  running  high  in  this  county.  In 
1843  Abner  Kellogg  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, in  which  he  rendered  good  service  to 
his  constituents. 

Removing  to  a  farm  in  Sheffield  township 


in  1845,  he  operated  a  saw  mill  for  some  time, 
and  for  four  years  was  county  land  appraiser. 
In  1847  he  was  made  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1849  was  elected  clerk  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas.  Removing  to  Jefferson  in 
1849,  ne  was  elected,  in  1852,  under  the  new 
constitution,  clerk,  and  re-elected  to  the  same 
position  in  1857.  Being  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1857,  he  was  in  partnership- with  Colonel  A. 
S.  Hall  and  Judge  D.  S.  Wade  until  i860, 
when  Mr.  Hall  retired  and  Mr.  Wade  was 
made  judge  of  the  probate  court.  From  that 
1  time  until  1875  Mr.  Kellogg  was  in  partner- 
ship with  E.  Lee,  who  was  in  that  year  made 
common  pleas  judge,  and  E.  Jay  Pinney  be- 
came Mr.  Kellogg's  partner: 

In  1863  Abner  Kellogg  was  elected  to  rep- 
resent his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  and 
afterwards  being  elected  to  the  state  senate, 
was  a  leader  in  so  amending  the  state  consti- 
tution as  to  allow  the  colored  men  franchise. 
Retiring  from  public  office  in  1867  with  a 
clean  and  honorable  record,  he  was  made 
president  of  the  Second  National  Bank,  of 
Jefferson,  of  which  he  was  also  a  director,  and 
was  officially  connected  with  this  institution 
until  his  death,  April  27,  1&78:  In  his  early 
days  he  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  affiliations, 
subsequently  being  prominent  in  the  Free  Soil 
party,  and  after  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  being  one  of  its  most  loyal  ad- 
herents. He  contributed  liberally  towards  the 
support  of  the  Congregational  church,  although 
he  was  never  a  communicant. 

Abner  Kellogg  married,  October  2,  1834. 
Matilda  Spencer,  who  was  born  in  181 5,  a 
daughter  of  Allen  and  Maria  Spencer,  and 
granddaughter  of  General  Martin  Smith,  who 
emigrated  from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  to 
Ohio  in  1799,  and  was  a  resident  of  Ashtabula 
county  until  his  death,  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-five  years.  Her  father  died  in  1830, 
and  she  subsequently  lived  with  an  aunt  until 
her  marriage.  She  died  March  23,  1884,  leav- 
ing three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Walter  M.  Kellogg,  born  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  December  26,  1848, 
was  but  an  infant  when  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Jefferson,  where  he  was  brought  up 
and  educated.  Beginning  his  active  career  as 
clerk  in  a  hardware  store,  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Henry  Talcott  for  a  number  of  years, 
becoming  familiar  with  every  department  of 
the  business.  In  1873  Mr.  Kellogg  embarked 
in  business  for  himself,  in  1877  moving  to  his 
present  location.     Here  he  has  made  improve- 
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merits  of  value,  enlarging  and  remodeling  the 
building,  and  has  built  up  a  thriving  trade. 
He  began  business  on  a  very  modest  scale, 
having  a  limited  stock  of  goods,  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  store  operated  a  tin  shop.  He 
now  confines  himself  entirely  to  the  mercantile 
part  of  his  business,  carrying  a  complete  line 
of  all  goods  to  be  found  in  a  first-class  hard- 
ware establishment,  his  business  amounting  to 
nearly  $20,000  a  year,  in  its  management  em- 
ploying three  men,  and  keeping  busy  himself 
in  attending  to  its  details. 

Mr.  Kellogg  married,  in  1873,  Ella  Watkins, 
of  Rock  Creek,  Ashtabula  county.  She  died 
in  1901,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  leaving 
two  children,  namely:  Robert,  who  is  taking 
lessons  in  voice  culture  in  Boston;  and  Au- 
gusta, wife  of  Carl  C.  Cook,  a  lumber  dealer 
in  Ashtabula. 

George  S.  Eddy. — A  native  son  of  the  his- 
toric old  Western  Reserve,  which  he  repre- 
sented as  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  republic  in 
the  Civil  war,  George  S.  Eddy  is  one  of  the 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Lake  county,  maintaining  his  home  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Willoughby  and  being  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  trustee  of  his  township,  as  well  as 
that  of  notary  public.  He  formerly  held  the 
position  of  postmaster  at  this  place,  where  his 
circle  of  friends  is  coincident  with  that  of  his 
acquaintanceship. 

George  Smith  Eddy  was  born  in  Euclid 
township,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  29th 
of  November,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Halsey  and 
Elizabeth  (Eddy)  Eddy,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  and  the 
latter  in  New  York  state.  Halsey  Eddy  came 
to  Ohio  about  1832  and  settled  in  Euclid 
township.  Cuyahoga  county,  where  he  secured 
land  and  instituted  the  reclamation  of  a  farm, 
in  connection  with  which  work  he  also  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  shoemaker.  In  1858 
he  sold  his  property  in  Ohio  and  removed  to 
Pike  county,  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  widow 
soon  afterward  returned  to  Ohio  and  she 
passed  the  closing  years  of  her  life  in  Colling- 
wood,  in  the  home  of  her  son  Otis,  where  she 
died  in  1889,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  She  was  born  on  the  27th  of 
January,  1806.  Halsey  and  Elizabeth  Eddy 
became  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Luke  D.,  the  eldest  son,  served  during 
the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Battery  G,  First 
Ohio  Artillery,   and    in    1869   he   removed   to 


Illinois,  where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  1906,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  Otis,  who  served  as  a  member  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry  during  the  Civil  war,  returned  to 
Ohio  after  the  close  of  the  great  internecine 
conflict  and  here  he  was  identified  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death.  Ira,  who  was 
a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes  for  a  number  of 
years,  later  became  identified  with  railroad 
work,  and  he  died  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  George  S.,  of  this 
review,  was  the  fourth  son,  and  James  M.,  the 
youngest  son,  died  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Ninety-ninth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

George  S.  Eddy  passed  his  boyhood  days  on 
the  home  farm  and  is  indebted  to  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county  for  his  early  edu- 
cational training.  As  a  youth  he  became  a 
sailor  on  the  lakes,  and  in  this  sphere  of  activ- 
ity he  finally  served  as  second  mate  of  the 
schooner  "Challenge."  This  position  he  re- 
signed to  respond  to  the  call  of  higher  duty, 
when  the  integrity  of  the  Union  was  thrown 
into  jeopardy  through  armed  rebellion.  On 
the  22d  of  May,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  command  he  was  in  active  service  until 
the  battle  of  Antietam.  At  this  time  he  re- 
ceived a  compound  fracture  of  the  left  thigh, 
as  the  result  of  a  gunshot  wound,  and  the  in- 
jury totally  disabled  him,  as  he  was  unable 
to  make  any  use  of  his  left  leg.  He  lay  in  the 
hospital  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  from  Septem- 
ber.17,  1862,  until  May  13,  1864,  and  was  able 
to  leave  the  hospital  only  nine  days  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  In 
all  that  period  he  was  unable  to  walk  save  by 
the  use  of  crutches,  and  fourteen  years  elapsed 
ere  his  wound  was  fully  healed.  He  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term.  After  leaving  the  hospital  Mr.  Eddy 
returned  to  his  home,  and  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Willoughby,  Lake  county,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  business  until  1877,  when  he 
received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  the 
village,  of  which  office  he  continued  incumbent 
for  ten  years,  during  the  administrations  of 
Presidents  Hayes  and  Arthur.  During  the 
last  four  years  of -his  service,  which  terminated 
in  1887,  the  Willoughby  office  was  in  the  third 
class,  implying  that  the  postmaster  received 
his  appointment  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  Air.  Eddy  served  several  years 
as  constahle  and  for  three  years  as  justice  of 
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the  peace,  and  was  township  assessor  about 
fifteen  years.  He  has  been  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  trustee  of  Willoughby  township  since 
1904,  and  has  done  most  effective  service  as  a 
member  of  the  county  board,  in  which  connec- 
tion he  was  specially  zealous  in  working  to  se- 
cure to  Willoughby  the  Carnegie  public  li- 
brary building.  He  has  given  an  uncompromis- 
ing allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  its  cause.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Republican  central  committee 
j>i  Lake  county  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
various  conventions  of  the  party  in  his  county 
and  district.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at 
Willoughby,  and  is  now  affiliated  with  Dyer 
Post,  in  the  city  of  Painesville,  of  which  he  is 
past  commander.  He  maintains  a  deep  inter- 
est in  his  old  comrades  in  arms  and  is  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
but  has  no  active  affiliation  in  the  order  at  the 
present  time.  He  is  a  spiritualist  in  his  re- 
ligious belief  and  his  wife  holds  membership 
in  the  Christian,  or  Disciples,  church. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1864,  Mr.  Eddy  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sophia  Lamoreaux, 
of  Willoughby,  and  she  died  at  her  home  in 
Willoughby  on  the  30th  of  August,  1907,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  concerning  whom  the 
following  brief  record  is  given :  Mary  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Thomas  F.  Melody,  of 
Humboldt  county,  Nevada;  Pierre  L.,  who 
married  Miss  Ella  Rich,  was  killed  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1908,  having  been  electrocuted  by  a 
live  wire  while  making  repairs  for  the  Cleve- 
land Electric  Illuminating  Company,  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  being  forty  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death ;  Norman  S.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Rose  Sutch,  is  a  patternmaker  in 
the  employ  of  the  American  Clay  Machinery 
Company,  of  Willoughby;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife 
of  A.  B.  Palmetier,  of  Ironton,  Ohio ;  Laura 
A.  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Johnson,  of  Not- 
tingham, Ohio;  and  George  S.,  Jr.,  is  em- 
ployed as  patternmaker  in  the  citv  of  Cleve- 
land. On  the  2 1  st  of  May,  1908^  Mr.  Eddy 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  being  then 
united  to  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Grover,  nee  Hub- 
bard, of  Willoughby.  Ohio. 

Judge  Henry  Kenton  Smith,  of  Chardon, 
Geauga  county,  who  on  February  9,  1909,  re- 
tired from  the  probate  bench  after  a  service 
of  more  than  forty-two  years,  had  participated 


in  official  life  for  nearly  half  a  century,  had 
been  an  honorable  and  able  representative  of 
the  legal  profession  for  fifty-three  years,  and 
had  spent  an  active  and  interested  life  within 
the  limits  of  the  county.  Probably  no  other 
man  in  the  United  States  was  ever  probate 
judge  for  such  a  long  term  of  years.  His  use- 
fulness, friendliness,  charity  and  benevolence 
has  embraced,  inspired  and  warmed  so  many 
people  and  so  many  movements  and  institu- 
tions that  he  occupies  a  high  place  in  the 
hearts  and  esteem  of  the  community.  Judge 
Smith  is  one  of  those  rare  characters  in  Amer- 
ican life  whose  many  years  have  been  devoted 
to  showering  benefits  upon  those  around  him 
without  regard  to  individual  harvests. 

He  was  born  in  Parkman  township,  Geauga 
county,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1832,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  and  third  born  of  Marsh  and  Eliza 
(Colton)  Smith.  The  Colton  family  settled 
in  Portage  county  in  the  pioneer  period,  and 
George  Colton,  a  cousin  of  Judge  Smith,  has 
been  a  professor  at  Hiram  College  ever  since 
the  period  of  the  Garfield  administration  in 
its  affairs.  The  Smith  grandparents,  Seth  and 
Polly  (Marsh),  migrated  from  New  York  and 
settled  in  Parkman  township  about  1818,  where 
they  both  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Marsh 
Smith,  the  father,  was  born  in  Burlington, 
Vermont,  in  1799;  came  as  a  youth  to  this 
county  and  spent  his  early  years  as  an  ener- 
getic farmer  of  the  township.  He  was  a  great 
admirer  of  Horace  Greeley,  the  New  York 
Tribune  being  his  political  gospel  as  long  as 
he  lived.  Mr.  Smith  was  implacable  in  his 
anti-slavery  views,  a  prominent  agent  of  the 
Underground  Railroad,  and  his  great  Whig 
and  Republican  friend  of  the  Tribune  paid  him 
not  a  few  visits  at  his  home  in  Parkman.  In 
1850  he  was  elected  county  auditor  and  moved 
to  Chardon  when  he  assumed  office,  continu- 
ing, to  serve  with  credit  for  three  terms.  For 
many  years  he  also  was  justice  of  the  peace 
and  held  other  positions  which  forcibly  be- 
spoke the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was 
held.  He  died  when  he  was  eighty-eight,  in 
1887;  his  wife  lived  to  be  nearly  eighty.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marsh  Smith  were  the  parents  of 
a  large  familv,  the  following  seven  reaching 
maturity:  Hannah,  who  married  Dr.  Peter  R. 
Bates  and  died  in  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Gordon  Durfee  and  both  herself  and  hus- 
band are  now  deceased;  Henry  K.,  of  this 
sketch ;  Theron  C.  Smith,  who  was  a  fanner, 
cheese  manufacturer  and  banker  of  Chardon, 
and  died   at  that  place    in     1908,    leaving    a 
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widow ;  Newell  R.  Smith,  a  farmer  and  cheese 
manufacturer  of  Troy  township,  this  county; 
Marsh  H.  Smith,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war 
and  afterward  resumed  farming  in  Iowa;  and 
Eliza,  who  is  Mrs.  John  Brooks  and  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Chardon. 

The  future  judge  was  educated  mainly  in 
the  common  schools  and  at  Farmington  and 
Parkman  Academy  before  he  came  to  Char- 
don with  his  father  in  1850.  At  that  time  he 
was  nineteen.  He  was  first  employed  as  deputy 
auditor  and  in  connection  with  the  county 
treasurer's  office.  He  also  read  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  A.  G.  Riddle  and  A.  H.  Thrasher,  and 
in  1856  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Soon  after- 
ward he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff,  and 
these  responsibilities  were  followed  by  the 
greater  ones  attaching  to  the  county  treasurer- 
ship.  At  the  death  of  A.  H.  Gotham,  in  the 
spring  of  1857,  he  became  county  clerk,  and 
in  the  following  autumn  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney,  in  which  office  he  served  two 
terms.  In  1857  he  had  formed  a  law  partner- 
ship with  W.  O.  Forrist.  and  in  1861  asso- 
ciated himself  with  D.  W.  Canfield,  the  latter 
connection  continuing,  until  his  election  to  the 
probate  bench  in  the  fall  of  1866.  While  in 
company  with  Mr.  Canfield  Judge  Smith  was 
also  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  two  terms. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  as  probate 
judge  he  was  re-nominated  by  acclamation, 
and  that  honor  was  accorded  him  during  the 
many  remaining  years  of  his  service  on  the 
bench.  It  will  be  seen  that  most  of  his  life 
he  was  a  public  servant.  A  short  time  before 
his  retirement  from  the  bench  a  company  of 
friends,  attorneys,  county  officials  and  attaches 
of  his  court,  led  by  Circuit  Judge  Metcalfe, 
surprised  him  alone  in  his  office  and  presented 
him  with  a  gold  watch  as  a  testimonial  of  the 
general  esteem  in  which  its  recipient  was  held. 

It  is  impossible  to  more  than  briefly  note 
the  work  which  Judge  Smith  accomplished  off 
the  bench  and  outside  his  official  life  in  the 
county's  service.  He  was  president  of  the 
school  board  for  more  than  fifteen  years.  He 
was  park  commissioner  of  Chardon  for  a  long 
time,  and  in  the  early  period  of  his  term  it  was 
very  difficult  to  secure  the  necessary  appropri- 
ations to  keep  the  public  grounds  in  good  order 
and  make  the  extensions  desired  by  enterpris- 
ing citizens.  When  no  funds  were  available 
for  these  purposes  Judge  Smith  went  down 
into  his  own  pockets  for  them  ;  and  the  same 
is  true  when  he  was  president  of  the  board 
of    cemetery    trustees.       He    loves    beautiful 


things,  he  cherishes  the  memory  of  his  de- 
parted friends  and  kindred,  and  no  one  has 
done  more  to  beautify  Chardon  than  he.  The 
judge  has  also  ever  been  in  the  foreground 
when  anything,  was  to  be  done  to  encourage 
the  city  either  in  securing  public  utilities  or 
under  stress  of  calamity.  After  the  fire  of 
1868  he  was  among  the  most  active  in  rebuild- 
ing the  place,  and  put  heart  into  many  of  his 
despondent  associates  by  personally  investing 
in  real  estate  and  improvements.  The  Opera 
House  block  is  mainly  due  to  his  efforts  at 
this  period.  When  the  old  Chardon  House  was* 
burned  in  1878  he  headed  and  circulated  the 
subscription  paper  which  resulted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  brick  structure  on  the  site  of  the 
former  landmark,  and  the  $10,000  bonus  re- 
quired for  the  building  of  the  Cleveland  and 
Eastern  electric  line  to  Chardon  was  raised 
largely  by  his  efforts.  As  long  as  the  present 
generation  can  remember,  when  public  enter- 
prises have  been  suggested  Judge  Smith's 
counsel  was  always  first  sought,  and  if  the 
proposition  seemed  to  him  feasible  and  de- 
sirable he  not  only  gave  good  advice  but  some- 
thing more  to  the  practical  purpose.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  manifold  judicial,  official  and  civic 
responsibilities,  Judge  Smith  has  also  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  the  breeding  of  horses,  the 
raising  of  sheep  and  the  operation  of  a  dairy, 
the  last  two  specialties  having  been  conducted 
in  association  with  his  brother. 

On  February  22,  1855,  Judge  Smith  mar- 
ried Miss  Marmony  G.  Stocking,  daughter  of 
Dennis  \Y.  Stocking.  Air.  Stocking  was  one 
of  the  most  popular  hotel  men  of  Chardon  and 
built  the  first  public  house  of  the  town.  This 
hostelry  was  famous  in  the  early  times  for  its 
dancing  parties.  Later  Mr.  Stocking  erected 
the  largest  summer  hotel  on  Little  Mountain. 
He  lived  a  long  life,  having  nearly  attained 
his  hundredth  year.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  interesting  characters  in  the 
Western  Reserve.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Smith  lived 
fifty-four  years  of  happy  married  life,  when 
Mrs.  Smith  passed  away,  April  11,  1909.  Her 
popularity  as  a  woman  was  based  upon  her 
sweetness  as  a  friend  and  neighbor,  her  vir- 
tues as  a  wife  and  mother  and  the  general  no- 
bility of  her  character.  The  two  sons  of  this 
union  are  Stuart  S.  Smith,  who  has  been  cash- 
ier of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chardon  since 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  and  Halbert 
D.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  law  firm 
of  Hamilton  &  Smith  and  owner  of  the  old 
homestead  at  Chardon. 
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Edward  A.  Parsons,  of  Kent,  Portage 
county,  who  has  retired  from  active  business 
at  a  comparatively  recent  date,  is  now  in  his 
eighty-first  year,  and  is  honored  as  not  only 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  prosperous  place 
in  which  he  has  resided  for  over  forty-six 
years,  but  as  one  of  its  most  persistent  and 
successful  promoters.  This  is  true  of  him, 
whether  the  business  and  industrial  interests 
of  the  community  are  considered  or  its  prog- 
ress in  public  improvements  and  civic  affairs. 
Mr.  Parsons  is  a  native  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  born  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Clementine 
(Janes)  Parsons,  and  grandson  of  Moses  and 
Esther  (Kingsley)  Parsons,  of  that  state.  His 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Northampton, 
where  he  was  born  March  14,  1797,  and  spent 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  as  a  carpenter 
and  joiner.  In  1830,  after  his  marriage,  he 
removed  to  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  his  family 
joining  him  some  months  later,  but  in  the 
following  year  he  located  at  Brimfield,  Port- 
age county.  There  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
timber  land,  whose  building  improvements 
consisted  of  a  log  cabin,  cleared  it,  cultivated 
it  and  erected  suitable  buildings  for  a  residence 
and  farming  operations.  In  the  summer  of 
1838,  however,  ill  health  forced  him  to  sell 
his  property  and  move  to  the  town  of  Brim- 
field,  and  later  he  settled  at  Kent,  where  he 
died  in  1874.  He  married  Clementine,  daugh- 
ter of  Peleg  C.  and  Sally  (Coy)  Janes,  who 
was  born  in  Brimfield,  Massachusetts,  July  24, 
1802,  and  died  April  14,  1892,  mother  of  the 
following:  Edward  A.,  of  this  sketch;  Tim- 
othy G.,  a  resident  of  Kent;  Harriet  J.,  who 
married  S.  M.  Blake  and  died  October  2, 
1876;  Martha  K,  who  became  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Crouse  and  passed  away  February  20,  1905 ; 
William  C,  who  lives  in  New  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut ;  and  Clementine,  widow  of  C.  H.  Bar- 
ber, of  Kent. 

Edward  A.  Parsons  received  a  public  school 
education,  and,  although  offered  the  oppor- 
tunity of  pursuing  a  college  course,  preferred 
to  engage  in  farming.  After  reaching  his  ma- 
jority he  spent  a  number  of  years  in  working 
land  owned  by  his  father,  later  purchasing  105 
acres  of  this  tract  and,  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, adding  to  it  twenty-five  acres,  which 
embraced  a  residence.  Mr.  Parsons  lived  on 
this  farm  in  Brimfield  township  for  nine  years, 
and  in  1863  located  at  Franklin  Mills  (now 
Kent ) .  where  he  became  a  pioneer  in  the  lum- 
ber business.     After  a  short  time  he  associated 


himself  with  Porter  B.  Hall  and  they  built  the 
first  planing  mill  in  the  place.  In  the  fall  of 
1865  Mr.  Hall  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Par- 
sons' brother  Timothy,  and  the  brothers  con- 
tinued in  partnership  until  1870,  when  Ed- 
ward A.  withdrew  to  engage  in  the  produce 
business.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  about 
five  years  alone,  and  for  the  succeeding  five 
years  was  in  the  same  line  in  partnership  with 
George  (  >.  Rice  and  Frederick  Foote.  He 
Tfien  conducted  the  business  as  sole  proprietor 
for  two  years  and  soon  after  disposing  of  it 
was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Railway  Speed  Recorder  Company.  As  the 
Kent  Manufacturing  Company  the  business 
was  removed  to  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1907,  the  style  of  the  corporation  then  being 
changed  to  the  Venango  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. In  1887,  on  account  of  ill  health,  Mr. 
Parsons  resigned  the  office  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  this  concern,  but  three  years  later 
resumed  his  duties  as  treasurer,  which  he  re- 
tained until  his  retirement  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1905.  He  is  still  a  director  in  the 
concern,  in  whose  management  his  sound  judg- 
ment is  often  referred  to  as  conservative  and 
wise. 

In  line  with  the  energy  and  ability  which 
Mr.  Parsons  has  displayed  for  so  many  years 
in  business  and  industrial  matters,  his  public 
services  have  been  almost  continuously  ren- 
dered and  are  highly  appreciated.  He  has 
served  two  years  as  clerk  of  Brimfield  town- 
ship, two  years  as  assessor,  some  time  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  four  years  as  treasurer  of 
Franklin  township  during  the  Civil  war,  seven- 
teen years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
two  terms  as  county  commissioner  and  many 
years  as  city  councilman  of  Kent.  He  was 
one  of  the  petitioners  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  village;  was  a  member  of  the  first  council 
as  well  as  of  several  subsequent  ones,  and 
while  in  that  body  was  largely  instrumental  in 
procuring  the  present  water  works  system,  in- 
stalling the  electric  lights,  laying  stone  side- 
walks and  in  advancing  other  improvements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  village  generally.  His 
service  on  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
commenced  in  1874  and  during  his  second  term 
was  one  of  the  most  active  promoters  in  the 
building  of  the  stone-arch  bridge  at  Kent.  He 
is  an  old  Mason,  still  in  good  standing,  being 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  316,  and  his  upright, 
charitable  and  helpful  character  makes  him  a 
natural,  as  well  as  an  actual  worker  in  the  fra- 
ternity.   On  September  25,  1853,  Mr.  Parsons 
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married  Miss  Mary  J.  Underwood,  daughter 
of  Freeman  and  Mercy  Amelia  (Lincoln)  Un- 
derwood, born  in  Brimfield  township,  Ohio, 
December  i8,  1832.  Her  father  is  the  son  of 
Alpheus  Underwood  and  her  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Doctor  and  Mary  (Thorndike) 
Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Parsons  died 
September  1,  1905,  and  although  she  left  no 
children  of  her  own,  her  adopted  daughter, 
Erne,  had  given  both  of  her  foster  parents  her 
deepest  affection.  The  latter  is  now  the  wife 
of  J.  B.  Miller,  a  resident  of  Kent,  with  whom 
Mr.  Parsons  has  made  his  home  since  the  death 
of  his  wife. 

Clinton  Young. — The  reminiscences  of  the 
pioneer  are  ever  instructive  and  diverting,  for 
the  past  bears  its  lesson  and  incentive,  whether 
considered  in  relation  to  the  remote  cycles  of 
time  or  from  the  standpoint  of  those  of  the 
present  day  who  are  venerable  in  years.  In 
a  relative  way  the  Western  Reserve  is  an  old 
section  of  the  middle  -west,  and  few  localities 
excel  it  in  historic  interest  and  picturesque 
charm  of  annals.  Precious  and  hallowed  are 
the  memories  and  associations  which  cluster 
about  the  fine  old  homestead  in  which  Clinton 
Young  maintained  his  abode,  in  the  village  of 
Hiram,  Portage  county,  for  in  this  house  he 
was  born  and  here  he  maintained  his  home 
during  all  the  changes  which  marked  the  more 
than  four  score  years  of  his  life — a  life  con- 
secrated to  good  works  and  kindly  deeds  and 
one  prolific  in  usefulness,  since  he  was  one  of 
the  world's  noble  army  of  workers.  No  name 
was  more  prominent  in  the  history  of  Port- 
age county  than  that  which  he  bore,  save  that 
of  his  maternal  grandfather,  who  was  one 
of  the  original  Connecticut  Land  Company 
and  who  became  the  owner  of  great  tracts  of 
land  in  the  wilderness  of  Portage  county  in 
the  formative  period  of  its  history. 

Clinton  Young  was  ushered  into  the  world 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1826.  He  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  F.  Young,  who  was  born  at 
Lebanon,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated  and  whence  he  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  1812.  He  secured  land 
in  Hiram  township,  Portage  county,  and  on 
this  land  is  now  located  the  old  homestead. 
Thomas  F.  Young  provided  for  his  original 
domicile  a  log  cabin  of  the  type  common  to 
the  pioneer  days,  and  then  set  himself  vali- 
antly to  the  task  of  reclaiming  a  farm  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest  primeval.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Portage  county,  and  when 


he  took  up  his  residence  in  Hiram  township 
there  were  not  more  than  twelve  other  families 
established  within  its  borders.  He  in  time 
reclaimed  much  of  his  land  to  cultivation  and 
became  independent  and  prosperous  as  an  agri- 
culturist, to  which  great  basic  vocation  he 
gave  his  attention  until  the  close  of  his  long 
and  useful  life.  In  1816  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Hiram,  and  he  continued  in- 
cumbent of  this  office  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  November,  1852.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  politics. 

In  Connecticut  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Thomas  F.  Young  to  Miss  Lydia  Tilden, 
who  was  born  in  Lebanon,  that  state,  in  1787. 
She  accompanied  him  on  the  long  and  weary 
journey  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  they 
made  the  trip  with  a  two-horse  wagon,  in 
which  was  transported  their  little  stock  of 
household  necessities.  The  journey  consumed 
six  weeks,  and  they  lived  up  to  the  full  ten- 
sion of  the  pioneer  life,  sustained  and  com- 
forted by  mutual  devotion  and  helpfulness. 
The  loved  wife  and  mother  passed  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1859.  Of  the  three  children  the 
eldest  was  Cornelia;  Thomas  passed  the  clos- 
ing years  of  his  life  in  Hiram,  where  he  died ; 
and  Clinton,  subject  of  this  review,  was  the 
youngest  of  the  children.  Lydia  (Tilden) 
Young  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Tilden,  who 
served  with  distinction  as  a  Continental  sol- 
dier during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in 
which  he  was  an  officer,  being  commonly 
known  as  Colonel  Tilden  throughout  his  sub- 
sequent life.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Con- 
necticut land  owners  in  the  Western  Reserve 
of  his  native  state,  and  at  one  time  he  held 
in  his  possession  2,000  acres  of  land  in  Hiram 
township,  Portage  county.  He  came  to  the 
Reserve  about  1818  and  was  a  prominent 
figure  in  its  early  history,  having  been  in- 
fluential in  public  affairs  and  in  forwarding 
the  development  of  this  favored  section  of 
Ohio. 

Clinton  Young  resided  in  Hiram  from  the 
time  of  his  birth  and  was  identified  with 
business  and  civic  activities  as  a  broad-minded 
and  progressive  citizen,  the  while  he  did  all 
in  his  power  to  further  the  upbuilding  of  the 
section  which  he  recalled  in  memory  as  hav- 
ing: been  but  little  more  than  an  untrammeled 
wilderness  in  his  boyhood  days.  He  assisted 
in  clearing  the  home  farm  and  his  early 
scholastic  discipline  was  received  in  the  pioneer 
log  school  house,  equipped  with  puncheon 
floor,    slab    benches,   yawning    fireplace,   etc., 
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and  he  was  thereafter  enabled  to  attend  a 
local  academy  for  one  term.  With  the  fine 
public  schools  and  the  many  institutions  for 
higher  education  in  this  section  at  the  present 
time  it  seems  almost  impossible  that  these 
great  changes  have  been  wrought  within  the 
lifetime  of  one  man.  Mr.  Young  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  nine  years,  and  in 
1852  he  succeeded  his  father  in  the  office  of 
postmaster,  in  which  he  continued  until  1861. 
Many  years  later,  during  the  second  adminis- 
tration of  President  Cleveland,  he  was  again 
made  incumbent  of  the  position  of  postmas- 
ter at  Hiram,  where  he  thus  served  from  1894 
to  1898,  inclusive.  He  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  for  thirty 
years  held  the  office  of  notary  public.  He  de- 
voted considerable  time  and  attention  to  the 
study  of  law,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
handled  not  a  little  law  practice  of  a  minor 
order.  For  the  past  several  years  he  lived 
retired,  enjoying  the  dignified  repose  which 
should  ever  accompany  old  age.  He  was  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  March  23,  1909,  one  of 
the  oldest  native  sons  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve to  be  found  within  its  borders,  and  his 
reminiscences  of  the  pioneer  days  were 
specially  graphic  and  interesting.  He  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  archives  of  local 
history.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

In  1875  Mr.  Young  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Seraph  A.  Mason,  who  was  born 
in  Canal  Winchester,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Clinton  M.,  who  is  now  professor  of  min- 
ing engineering  in  the  State  University  of 
Kansas.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Hiram  College 
and  also  of  the  Case  School  of  Applied  Sci- 
ences, in  Cleveland,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  the  field  of  educational  work. 

James  B.  Manton  was  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  resolute  purpose,  and  it  was 
given  him  to  attain  through  his  own  efforts 
a  large  measure  of  success  in  connection  with 
the  productive  activities  of  life,  as  well  as  to 
leave  a  record  unsullied  by  any  act  of  wrong 
or  injustice.  He  played  a  large  part  in  the 
business  life  of  the  city  of  Akron  for  many 
years,  and  was  one  of  those  valiant  spirits 
who  contributed  to  the  development  of  her 
manufacturing  interests  and  thus  to  the  sub- 
stantial progress  of  the  community.  He  held 
the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him  and  he  con- 


tinued to  be  actively  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Akron  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  7th  of  June,  1884. 

Mr.  Manton  was  born  at  St.  James,  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  April  24,  1834,  and  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  place  he  gained  his  early 
educational  training.  After  leaving  school  he 
there  followed  various  lines  of  occupation  un- 
til he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  when,  in  1852,  he  severed  the  ties  which 
bound  him  to  home  and  native  land  and  set 
forth  to  make  for  himself  a  home  and  a  secure 
position  in  the  United  States.  He  came  to 
America  without  the  fortuitous  influence  of 
financial  reinforcement  and  as  a  stranger  to 
the  customs  and  institutions  of  the  country, 
but  he  was  not  lacking  in  ambition  and  cour- 
age nor  in  the  power  of  assimilation  and  ab- 
sorption, so  that  he  pushed  steadily  forward 
until  he  attained  to  a  success  of  no  insig- 
nificant order.  After  disembarking  in  the  port 
of  the  national  metropolis  of  the  United  States 
Mr.  Manton  made  his  way  to  Albion,  New 
York,  where  he  found  employment  by  the 
month  at  farm  work  and  where  he  remained 
about  one  year.  He  then  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  and  located  in  Akron,  which  was  then 
a  small  village.  Here  he  was  employed  at 
farming  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  period  he  removed  to  Middlebury, 
where  he  conducted  a  meat  market  for  the 
ensuing  three  years.  Returning  to  Akron, 
Mr.  Manton  then  bought  an  interest  in  the 
business  of  the  firm  of  Whitmore  &  Robinson, 
manufacturers  of  a  crockery  product  known 
as  rock  and  yellow  ware.  He  assumed  the 
active  management  of  the  office  details  of  the 
enterprise,  and  through  his  able  administration 
as  an  executive  the  business  was  rapidly  ex- 
panded in  scope  and  importance.  Its  "func- 
tions were  finally  made  to  include  also  the 
manufacturing  of  stoneware,  and  when  the 
enterprise  was  reorganized  under  the  title  of 
the  Robinson  Clay  Product  Company  he  be- 
came one  of  the  interested  principals  in  the 
new  corporation,  in  which  he  was  associated 
with  Thomas,  William  and  Henry  Robinson, 
brothers  of  his  wife.  With  this  concern,  now 
one  of  the  most  important  of  its  kind  in  the 
Union,_  he  continued  to  be  actively  identified 
until  his  death,  and  he  gave  of  the  best  of  his 
powers  and  talents  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
successful  industry,  which  has  had  important 
influence  in  furthering  the  commercial  prestige 
of  Akron.  The  company  now  operates  about 
ten  factories  in  Ohio  and  other  states,  and  its 
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business  is  more  extensive  than  that  of  any 
similar  concern  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Manton  was  a  man  of  alert  mentality 
and  marked  business  acumen ;  he  was  progres- 
sive and  public  spirited  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a 
business  man  he  ever  commanded  unqualified 
confidence  and  esteem.  His  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
had  naught  of  ambition  for  the  honors  of  pub- 
lic office,  though  he  consented,  from  a  sense,  of 
civic  duty,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council,  in  which  body  his  conservative  busi- 
ness policy  and  broad  views  tended  to  bring 
about  a  wise  and  effective  municipal  adminis- 
tration. He  was  identified  with  no  fraternal 
orders  or  social  organizations,  but  was  a  man 
of  deep  religious  convictions  and  was  a  zealous 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Akron,  with  which  Mrs.  Manton  and  the  other 
members  of  the  family  are  likewise  identified. 
Mr.  Manton  guided  his  life  according  to  the 
dictates  of  a  singular  acute  conscience,  and  his 
entire  career  was  marked  by  impregnable  in- 
tegrity of  purpose.  He  was  tolerant  in  his 
judgment  and  was  kindly  and  generous  in  his 
association  with  his  fellow  men.  Mrs.  Manton 
still  resides  in  the  old  residence  which  has  long 
been  the  family  home. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1859,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Manton  to  Miss  Harriet 
R.  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  on  the  12th  of  September,  1839,  and 
who  was  a  child  at  the  time  when  her  parents 
immigrated  to  the  United  States.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Fair- 
banks) Robinson,  who  came  to  America  in 
1848  and  settled  in  East  Liverpool,  Ohio, 
whence  they  removed  to  Akron  in  1858.  Here 
the  father  became  one  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  business  men  of  his  day  and  here 
he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  until  their 
death,  secure  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
them.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manton  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children, — Henry  B.,  who  is  now 
president  of  the  Robinson  Clay  Product  Com- 
pany; Irvin  R.,  who  is  superintendent  of  the 
company  factory  No.  3,  in  Akron;  and  De- 
borah, who  died  in  infancy. 

Robert  Eugene  Harper. — Ranking  high 
among  the  foremost  citizens  of  Jefferson. 
Ashtabula  county,  is  Robert  Eugene  Harper, 
who  has  filled  various  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, in  each  position  showing  himself 
eminently  worthy  of  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence  of  his   fellow-citizens.     He   was  born, 


November  3,  1856,  in  Orwell  township,  Ashta- 
bula county,  but  spent  a  few  years  of  his  boy- 
hood in  Portage  county,  living  there  during 
the  Civil  war.  Leaving  home  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  lived  in  Windsor,  this  county,  until 
attaining  his  majority. 

While  living  in  Orwell,  Mr.  Harper  had  at- 
tended the  academy,  and  afterwards  completed 
his  studies  at  the  Grand  River  Institute,  under 
the  instruction  of  Professor  Tuckerman.  His 
first  employment  in  Windsor  was  as  a  team- 
ster for  Edwin  Rawdon,  a  cheese-box  manu- 
facturer, who  supplied  twenty-two  cheese  fac- 
tories with  boxes.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
Mr.  Harper  began  teaching  school,  and  taught 
three  winter  terms,  meeting  with  success  in 
his  pedagogical  career.  For  three  years  after 
becoming  of  age  he  clerked  in  a  Windsor 
store,  and  then  located  at  Hartsgrove,  Ashta- 
bula county,  where  for  seven  years  he  was  a 
wholesale  dealer  of  pumps,  representing  two 
Cleveland  firms,  F.  E.  Myers  &  Brother,  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  and  Dakin  Brothers,  his  territory 
covering  the  eastern  section  of  eastern  Ohio, 
where  he  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  meeting 
with  unbounded  success  as  an  agent. 

Subsequently  being  appointed  jailer,  Mr. 
Harper  served  four  years  in  Jefferson,  under 
Sheriff  J.  E.  Allen,  and  was  afterwards  dep- 
uty treasurer  eight  years,  serving  four  years 
under  E.  J.  Graves  and  four  years  under  A.  O. 
Hoskins.  Being  elected  county  treasurer  in 
the  fall  of  1901,  he  served  from  1902  until 
1904,  when  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
office,  which  he  filled  acceptably  until  1906, 
giving  his  personal  attention  to  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  him  in  this  capacity.  Since  that 
time,  Mr.  Harper  has  continued  his  residence 
in  Jefferson,  but  he  considers  himself  a  farmer, 
his  estate  of  seventy  acres,  lying  one  mile 
north  of  the  village,  being  one  of  the  best 
and  most  desirable  pieces  of  property  in  the 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Harper  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  Julia  Griswold,  of  Hartsgrove, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
namely :  Calla,  a  teacher  in  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington;  and  Bradford,  living  at  home.  Mr. 
Harper  is  identified  with  many  fraternal  or- 
ganizations,, having  been  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  since  twenty-one  years  old.  He 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  222,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Jefferson;  to  Jefferson  Chapter,  No.  141, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Jefferson  ;  to  Cache  Command- 
ery,  No.  27,  K.  T.,  of  Conneaut;  to  the  Con- 
sistory   at    Cleveland,    Ohio,    and    to    the    Al 
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Koran  Shrine,  as  a  Mason  having  taken  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Ashtabula  Lodge,  Xo.  208,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of 
Ashtabula. 

Hon.  Alvan  D.  Licey. — A  man  of  acknowl- 
edged legal  ability  and  skill,  Hon.  Alvan  D. 
Licey,  of  Guilford  township,  is  numbered 
among  the  foremost  attorneys  of  Medina 
county  and  as  an  important  factor  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs.  A  son  of  the 
late  John  Licey,  he  was  born  September  13, 
1832,  in  Hilltown  'township,  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  being  a  descendant  several 
generations  removed  from  one  Mr.  Licey  who 
emigrated  from  Alsace,  Germany,  to  this  coun- 
try and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  on  land  that 
he  bought  direct  from  William  Penn. 

John  Licey  was  born,  likewise,  in  Hilltown 
township,  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  occurring 
September  20,  1798.  In  1849,  when  past  the 
prime  of  life,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Medina  county,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  years,  dying  November  3,  1880. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Dirstine,  was  born  February  28,  1810,  in 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 12,  1874,  in  Medina  county,  Ohio.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Alvan  D.,  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch ; 
Levi,  deceased ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jasuay 
Waltz;  Catherine,  married  Noah  H.  Kindig, 
now  deceased ;  Margaret,  wife  of  Joseph 
Kreible,  of  Union  City,  Michigan ;  Mrs.  Maria 
Stevens,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania;  Amanda, 
wife  of  F.  H.  Lyons,  of  Montville  township, 
Medina  county ;  and  Sophia  J.,  wife  of  Frank 
Walling,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Receiving  but  limited  educational  advan- 
tages as  a  boy,  Alvan  D.  Licey  left  school 
when  but  twelve  years  old,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  thereafter  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
a  general  store,  while  thus  engaged  becoming- 
familiar  with  the  details  of  business.  When 
ready  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own 
account,  he  opened  a  store  at  River  Styx, 
Medina  county  (previously  spending  four  years 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  in  mercantile  trade),  and  as  a 
merchant  met  with  eminent  success.  In  April, 
1857,  Mr.  Licey  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Guilford  township, 
and,  recognizing  his  need  of  a  more  extended 
legal  knowledge,  he  devoted  his  leisure  time 
to  the  study  of  law,  and  on  retiring  from  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  Mr.  Licey,  whose  ability  as 
an  attorney  had  been  previously  recognized, 


began  the  practice  of  the  profession  in  which 
he  became  a  leader.  For  eighteen  consecutive 
years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  his 
decisions  being  uniformly  just,  and  in  1870 
was  one  of  the  thirty-seven  men  chosen  as 
the  State  Board  of  Equalization.  He  became 
prominent  in  town  and  county  affairs,  and  in 
1879  received  the  Republican  nomination  for 
representative  to  the  Ohio  legislature  and  was 
elected  by  the  strongest  majority  ever  given  a 
candidate  in  the  county  up  to  that  time. 

On  October  19,  1858,  Mr.  Licey  married 
Martha  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sweet)  Wilson.  Her  father,  an  early 
settler  of  Medina  county,  was  for  eighteen 
years  justice  of  the  peace  in  Guilford  town- 
ship. He  died  November  30,  1861,  an  honored 
and  respected  citizen.  He  was  the  first  man 
to  make  matches  in  Ohio.  Mrs.  Licey  was 
born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  February  17, 
1829,  and  has  here  spent  her  entire  life.  She 
was  a  woman  of  much  worth,  highly  esteemed, 
and  a  valued  member  of  the  Disciples'  church. 
She  died  September  10,  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Licey  have  five  children,  namely  :  Caroline,  the 
wife  of  H.  L.  Walding;  Desdemona  L.,  wife  of 
W.  S.  Rowley,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland ;  Ilzaide  D., 
wife  of  Morton  Shantz,  of  Akron ;  John  O., 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Wadsworth ; 
and  Kathryn  L.,  now  Mrs.  Lester  Beeman,  her 
husband  being  the  youngest  son  of  the  great 
gum  manufacturer.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Licey  is 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

S.  D.  Shankland. — A  man  of  strong  per- 
sonality, talented  and  cultured,  S.  D.  Shank- 
land  holds  a  conspicuous  and  influential  posi- 
tion in  the  educational  circles  of  Lake  county, 
and,  as  superintendent  since  1896  of  the  Wil- 
loughby  schools,  has  distinctively  placed  his 
mark  on  the  educational  progress  of  this  part 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  Putting  himself,  in 
this  capacity,  in  close  touch  with  both  teacher 
and  pupil,  great  improvements  in  the  system 
of  teaching  have  been  made,  his  keen  mind 
grasping  the  best  of  all  new  methods  offered 
by  educators  throughout  the  country,  and, 
whenever  practicable,  put  into  effect  in  his 
own  schools. 

A  native-born  citizen,  his  birth  occurred 
April  6,  1874.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
received  his  elementary  education,  in  1890 
being  graduated  from  the  Willoughby  high 
school.  In  1894  Mr.  Shankland  received  his 
diploma  from  Adelbert  College  of  the  West- 
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ern  Reserve  University,  and  the  same  year 
was  elected  teacher  of  science  in  the  Wil- 
loughby  high  school,  in  1895  becoming  its 
principal.  Serving  so  efficiently  as  head  of 
the  institution,  his  administrative  talents  be- 
came recognized,  and  in  1896  Mr.  Shankland 
was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Willoughby 
schools,  and  to  their  betterment  has  devoted 
his  best  efforts. 

For  nine  years  Mr.  Shankland  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lake  county  board  of  school  exam- 
iners, and  in  November,  1905,  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  elected,  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  to  represent  Lake  county  in  the  state 
legislature,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
position  in  1908.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Shank- 
land is  a  member  and  past  master  of  Wil- 
loughby Lodge,  No.  302,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  a  mem- 
ber and  past  high  priest  of  Painesville  Chap- 
ter, No.  46,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  a  member  and 
past  commander  of  Eagle  Commandery,  No. 

29,  K.  T. 

Mr.  Shankland  married,  July  12,  1904,  Ethel 
A.  Haskell,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Frances  Josephine  Shankland.  In  October  of 
1909  Mr.  Shankland  resigned  his  position  in 
the  Willoughby  public  schools,  to  become  di- 
rector of  the  Andrews  Institute  for  Girls, 
which  was  founded  by  the  will  of  the  late 
W.  C.  Andrews. 

Napoleon  Jerome  Alexander  Minich,  a 
business  man  of  Kent,  was  born  in  Columbia, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  2, 
1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  G.  and  Ann 
Catherine  (Albright)  Minich,  a  grandson  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Camber)  Minich,  and 
a  great-grandson  of  John  Minich,  who  came 
from  Hesse  -  Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1754. 
Henry  G.  Minich  was  born  May  25,  1817,  at 
Landisville,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  a  leather  dresser  by  occupation;  in 
later  years  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business, 
at  Columbia,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  carried 
on  until  his  retirement  from  business  in  1873, 
and  he  died  on  May  19,  1895.  He  married 
Ann  Catherine,  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Susan    (Scheibe)    Albright,    born    November 

30,  1818,  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  Her 
grandfather,  John  Mathias  Scheibe,  was  a 
native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  after  his  ar- 
rival in  this  country  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Anthony  Albright  was  born  in 
1 781,  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  1782,  at  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Anthony  Albright's   father,  John  Al- 


bright, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  was  the 
originator  of  "Bear's  Almanac,"  went  to  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania,  where  he  started  the 
first  paper,  The  American  Messenger,  pub- 
lished in  that  city,  and  at  his  death  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Anthony,  who  continued  the 
business  for  fifteen  years.  Ann  Catherine, 
the  wife  of  Henry  G.  Minich,  is  the  only  liv- 
ing member  of  a  class  of  children  who  sang 
for  Lafayette  at  his  first  visit  to  Lancaster 
when  he  last  visited  America,  in  1824.  He 
took  the  hand  of  each  child  and  gave  some 
word  of  praise ;  the  school  which  they  at- 
tended is  still  standing,  corner  of  Prince  and 
Chestnut  streets.  Henry  G.  Minich  and  his 
wife  had  the  following  children :  Jacob  A.,  of 
Columbia,  Pennsylvania ;  T.  J.,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois;  Charles  W.,  who  died  in  1905;  N. 
J.  A. ;  Hester  Ellen,  who  died  on  October  22, 
1873,  aged  twenty-one ;  George  W.,  who  died 
in  1854,  at  the  age  £>f  three ;  Benjamin  F.,  of 
Columbia,  Pennsylvania;  and  Harry  J.,  of 
Philadelphia. 

N.  J.  A.  Minich  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Columbia,  and  spent 
the  years  from  1863-68  in  the  Columbia  Clas- 
sical Institute.  He  then  entered  the  office  of 
the  Columbia  Spy  in  order  to  learn  the  trade 
of  printer,  and  was  employed  there  until  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  but  a 
short  time  later,  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago 
fire,  he  returned  to  Columbia  and  spent  the 
next  year  in  Lancaster  and  New  York  City. 
On  September  19,  1872,  he  located  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  and  became  connected  with  the  Akron 
Daily  Beacon;  about  a  year  later  H.  G.  Gar- 
field" and  Mr.  Minich  established  the  Akron 
Daily  Argus,  which  he  sold  in  1875,  and  Mr. 
Minich  then  became  one  of  the  editorial  staff 
of  the  Beacon.  On  May  1,  1876,  he  removed 
to  Kent,  where  he  purchased  the  Kent  Bulletin, 
which  he  owned  and  operated  until  March  15, 
1902,  at  which  time  he  sold  the  paper  and 
became  representative  of  the  Continental  Cas- 
ualty Company  of  Chicago,  and  has  since  re- 
mained in  this  accident  and  health  insurance 
line.  He  is  an  energetic  business  man,,  and  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  has  since  coming 
to  Kent,  in  1876,  been  much  interested  in  all 
progress  and  improvements  of  the  city.  He 
is  a  Republican ;  has  served  on  the  board  of 
health ;  and  since  1900  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  control  of  the  Kent  Free  Public 
Library.  November  2,  1909,  he  was  elected 
mavor  of  Kent;  he  is  a  member  of  Rockton 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  socially  is  affiliated 
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with  the  Protected  Home  Circle. 

Air.  Minich  married,  on  August  3,  1873, 
Lottie  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Emily  Jane 
(Hodges)  McMasters,  born  in  Akron,  Ohio. 
Henry  McMasters  was  born,  in  1810,  in  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  and  died  April  6,  1872.  He 
came  to  Akron  in  1840  and  established  a 
bakery,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death. 
His  wife  was  born  in  1812,  in  Plattsburg,  New 
York,  and  died  December  5,  1885.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Minich  became  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Henry  Scott,  born  October  11,  1877,  general 
inspector  of  Jamestown  Traction  Company, 
Jamestown,  New  York,  and  the  Chautauqua 
Traction  Company. 

Professor  George  A.  Peckham  has  been 
a  valued  member  of  the  faculty  of  Hiram  Col- 
lege for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  in  this  historic  institution  of  the  Western 
Reserve  he  is*  now  incumbent  of  the  chair  of 
Old  Testament  history.  His  popularity  with 
the  student  body  has  ever  been  of  the  most 
unequivocal  order  and  on  a  parity  with  his 
enthusiasm  and  distinguished  ability  in  his 
chosen  vocation.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  where  the  major  portion  of 
his  life  thus  far  has  been  passed,  and  he  has 
attained  to  high  standing  and  prestige  in  the 
field  of  education  in  his  native  commonwealth. 

Professor  Peckham  was  born  in  Middlebury, 
now  known  as  East  Akron,  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  17th  of  July,  185 1,  and  is  a  son 
of  Harry  and  Cornelia  (Barney)  Peckham. 
His  father  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, and  was  a  son  of  George  A.  and 
Rhoda  (Hunter)  Peckham,  both  natives  of 
New  England,  where  the  respective  families 
were  founded  in  the  colonial  epoch  of  our 
national  history,  and  both  of  staunch  English 
lineage.  When  Harry  Peckham  was  a  child 
of  four  years  his  parents  removed  from  Con- 
necticut to  the  Western  Reserve  and  located 
in  Tallmadge  township,  Summit  county — a  sec- 
tion then  included  in  Portage  county — where 
the  father  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  in  due 
time  reclaimed  a  productive  farm,  upon  which 
he  and  his  wife  passed  the  residue  of  their 
lives.  There  Harry  Peckham  was  reared  to 
maturity  and  there  he  received  such  advan- 
tages as  were  afforded  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  period.  During  his  youth  he  continued 
to  be  actively  identified  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  in  later  years  he  was  long  identified 
with  the  manufacturing  of  sewer  pipe,  at 
Akron.     He  passed  the  closing  years  of  his 


life  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  was  in  his 
eighty-second  year  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  attributes  of  char-  ' 
acter  and  his  life  was  one  of  signal  useful- 
ness and  honor,  though  marked  by  no  sensa- 
tional phases  or  public  prominence.  He  was 
essentially  one  of  the  world's  workers,  and  he 
made  his  life  count  for  good  in  all  its  rela- 
tions. His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  was  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church,  as  is  also  his 
widow,  who  now  maintains  her  home  in  La- 
Grange,  Illinois,  one  of  the  beautiful  suburbs 
of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  who  is  eighty- 
three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  this  writing, 
in  1909.  She  was  born  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  whence  her  parents  removed  to  Penn- 
sylvania when  she  was  a  child,  and  later  the 
family  came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  where 
her  marriage  to  Harry  Peckham  was  solem- 
nized. They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living 
and  of  whom  Professor  Peckham,  of  this  re- 
view, is  the  eldest. 

Professor  Peckham  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive place  and  was  afforded  the  advantages 
of  the  public  schools  of  Akron,  after  which 
he  was  matriculated  in  Hiram  College,  where 
he  remained  as  a  student  during  the  winter 
of  1869-70.  During  the  following  winter  he 
was  enrolled  as  a  student  in  Bethany  College, 
at  Bethany,  West  Virginia,  and  he  then  en- 
tered Buchtel  College,  in  Akron,  in  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1875,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  He  was  for  two  years  thereafter  a 
tutor  in  his  alma  mater,  and  this  institution 
conferred  upon  him,  in  1877,  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts.  In  1877  he  was  ordained  as 
a  clergyman  of  the  Christian  church,  and  for 
one  year  he  held  the  pastorate  of  the  church 
of  this  denomination  in  Granger,  Medina 
county.  He  was  then  called  to  the  professor- 
ship of  ancient  languages  in  Buchtel  College, 
of  which  chair  he  continued  incumbent  for  two 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he 
accepted  a  similar  chair  in  Hiram  College,  of 
whose  faculty  he  has  since  been  an  honored 
and  popular  member.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  work  of  this  fine  old  institution  for 
nearly  thirty  consecutive  years,  and  since  1900 
has  held  the  chair  of  Old  Testament  history. 
He  is  a  man  of  broad  scholarship  and  con- 
tinues a  close  and  appreciative  student,  keep- 
ing also  in  close  touch  with  the  best  thought 
of  the  day,  so  that  his  usefulness  as  an  edu- 
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cator  has  shown  a  constantly  cumulative  tend- 
ency during  the  long  years  of  his  earnest  and 
devoted  labor.  In  politics  Professor  Peckham 
is  independent,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  zeal- 
ous and  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  in  the  various  departments  of  whose 
work  they  maintain  an  active  part. 

On  New  Year's  day  of  the  year  1879  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Professor  Peck- 
ham  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Sisler,  who  was  born 
in  Manchester  township,  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Houston  and  Glor- 
vinea  Elizabeth  (Hamm)  Sisler,  honored  pio- 
neers of  the  Western  Reserve,  throughout 
which  section  the  grandfather,  John  W. 
Hamm,  was  long  in  active  service  as  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Reformed  church ;  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased.  Professor  and 
Airs.  Peckham  have  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: Bertha  is  a  stenographer  and  as  such 
is  employed  in  Hiram  College ;  Mark  S.  is  a 
clergyman  of  the  Christian  church,  and  is  at 
present  holding  a  pastoral  charge  at  Sumter, 
South  Carolina ;  Harry  H.  is  doing  post-gradu- 
ate work  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
University  of  Chicago ;  and  Anna  Laura  re- 
mains at  the  parental  home,  and  is  a  student 
in  Hiram  College. 

Sidney  V.  Wilson  was  born,  October  15, 
1823,  in  Norway,  Herkimer  county.  New 
York,  being  the  third  child  in  succession  of 
birth  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children  born  to 
his  parents.  He  was  brought  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  which  is  now  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly 
Grounds.  In  the  days  of  his  youth,  follow- 
ing the  tide  of  emigration  westward,  he  went 
to  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  where  he  learned 
the  wheelwright's  trade.  Not  content,  how- 
ever, to  settle  permanently  in  that  locality,  he 
decided  to  return  as  far  east  as  Willoughby, 
Ohio,  a  place  toward  which  he  had  been  espe- 
cially attracted  on  his  way  out  by  the  knowl- 
edge that  it  was  named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Wil- 
loughby, the  family  physician  who  assisted 
in  bringing  him  into  the  world ;  and  by  the 
sign  of  "S.  Smart,"  which  hung  over  a  little 
red  grocery ;  and  the  striking  appearance  of 
a  hotel  painted  in  alternate  colors  of  red,  blue 
and  green,  known  to  the  traveling  public  as 
the  "Zebra  Inn." 

Soon  after  his  arrival  Mr.  Wilson  assumed 
the  management  of  Zebra  Inn,  first,  however, 
having  for  a  short  time  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons,  his  shop  standing  on 


what  is  now  the  corner  of  Erie  and  Spaulding 
streets.  He  made  the  wagons  entirely  by 
hand,  and  one  of  them  was  in  use  on  the  plains 
as  late  as  1890.  While  managing  the  inn,  he 
had  the  distinction  of  entertaining  the  officials 
of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road Company,  who  met  here  when  the  last 
spike  connecting  the  Chicago  and  Buffalo  divi- 
sions was  driven. 

In  1854,  in  company  with  K.  S.  Baker,  Mr. 
Wilson  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and 
for  six  years  carried  on  a  substantial  business 
as  a  general  merchant  in  Findlay,  Ohio.  Re- 
turning then  to  Willoughby,  he  was  in  part- 
nership with  his  father-in-law,  S.  Smart,  the 
well-known  merchant,  from  i860  until  1870. 
Starting  then  in  business  alone,  Mr.  Wilson 
erected  the  store  building  now  standing  on 
Erie  street,  opposite  Vine  street,  where  he 
remained  until  1889.  Removing  then  to  Car- 
rel block,  he  enlarged  his  operations,  admit- 
ting into  copartnership  his  son,  Sidney  S. 
Wilson,  and  as  head  of  the  firm  of  S.  V. 
Wilson  &  Son  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous 
trade.  In  1892  he  admitted  his  younger  son, 
Ray  Wilson,  into  the  firm,  at  the  same  time 
buying  one  of  the  Bond  stores.  In  1898  the 
son  Ray  was  called  to  the  higher  life,  his 
sudden  death  being  a  great  shock  to  his  par- 
ents and  a  sorrow  to  the  entire  community. 
In  1899  Mr.  Wilson  materially  added  to  his 
business  interests  by  purchasing  the  two 
stores  and  the  entire  stock  of  Dickey  &  Col- 
lister,  from  that  time  until  his  death  being 
the  leading  merchant  of  Lake  county,  and 
one  of  its  most  progressive  and  influential 
business  men.  He  died  February  14,  1903, 
after  a  brief  illness  of  one  week,  of  pneu- 
monia, aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  a  man  of  strong  individ- 
uality, among  his  most  notable  traits  being  his 
undoubted  integrity,  rigid  scruples  of  honor, 
his  genial  courtesy,  and  his  unbounded  hospi- 
tality. Sympathetic  and  charitable,  he  had 
also  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  making  him  a 
most  delightful  companion,  and  was  especially 
loved  by  the  young  people.  No  man,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  ever  had  a  better  sense  of  the  true 
value  of  wealth  than  he.  and  no  man  exacted 
from  it  and  imparted  from  it  a  greater  amount 
of  happiness. 

Sidney  V.  Wilson  married,  February  3, 
1856,  Hepzibah  B.  Smart,  who  was  born  at 
Orange,  Cuyahoga  county,  New  York,  July 
4,  1833,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Smart, 
who    came    with    his    family    to    Willoughby, 
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Ohio,  in  1836,  and  for  many  years  was  proprie- 
tor of  the  little  red  grocery  store,  over  which 
he  displayed  the  sign  "S.  Smart."  She  was 
a  woman  of  culture  and  refinement,  having 
been  educated  in  the  old  Willoughby  Seminary, 
now  Lake  Erie  College,  and  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  March  10,  1903,  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Flickinger,  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  she  held  her  member- 
ship and  her  interest  in  the  Alumnae  Associa- 
tion. Six  children  were  born  of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  of  whom  two  sons  and 
a  daughter  died  in  infancy,  and  Ray,  as  men- 
tioned above,  died  in  July,  1898.  The  two  chil- 
dren living  are  Florence,  wife  of  E.  E.  Flick- 
inger, of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  Sidney  S., 
of  Willoughby,  Ohio. 

Hon.  George  Henry  Chamberlain. — A 
leading  attorney  and  public  citizen  of  Elyria, 
Hon.  George  H.  Chamberlain  is  also  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  legislator  who  has  exerted  a  strong 
influence  throughout  the  state  of  Ohio  and 
whose  reputation  is  of  the  progressive  and  ex- 
pansive kind.  This  is  the  more  gratifying  to 
the  historian  of  the  Western  Reserve  since  he 
is  a  native  of  Lorain  county,  born  on  the  old 
farm  in  Grafton  township,  June  21,  1862,  and 
is  a  son  of  the  late  George  B.  Chamberlain, 
himself  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  township, 
to  which  he  was  brought  as  a  boy  by  his  own 
parents.  The  grandfather  of  George  H.  was 
John  Chamberlain,  a  native  of  New  York  state, 
who  married  Amy  Perkins,  granddaughter  of 
John  Perkins,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  also 
from  the  Empire  state.  Both  grandfathers 
were  early  settlers  of  Lorain  county,  the  Cham- 
berlains coming  in  1848  and  settling  in  Grafton 
township,  where  John  Chamberlain  died  in 
1850,  aged  fifty-four  years,  and  his  wife  in 
1873,  seventy-five  years  old. 

George  B.  Chamberlain,  the  father,  was  born 
at  Brookfield,  Portland  county,  New  York,  in 
the  year  1834,  and  was  therefore  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  located  in  Graf- 
ton township.  There  he  followed  farming 
until  about  1880;  then  retired,  but  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  at  LaGrange 
for  a  short  time  before  his  death  in  1884. 
Elizabeth  Cragin,  his  wife,  is  still  living  in  her 
seventy-second  year,  making,  her  home  with 
her  son,  of  this  biography.  Mrs.  George  B. 
Chamberlain  is  a  native  of  LaGrange  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Mahala  (Boyington)  Cragin.  Her  father  was 
born   in   Weston,   Windsor  county,  Vermont ; 


married  in  that  state,  and  became  the  parents 
of  Lorena,  Benjamin,  Charles  C,  Adna  A., 
Esther,  Horace,  Harrison  and  Elizabeth — Mrs. 
Chamberlain  being  the  only  one  of  the  eight 
who  was  born  in  Ohio.  In  September,  1835, 
the  Cragin  family  set  out  from  Vermont  in  a 
wagon  bound  for  Buffalo,  New  York,  whence 
they  proceeded  to  Cleveland  and  to  Lorain 
county.  Mr.  Cragin's  purchase  in  Grafton 
township  consisted  of  155  acres  of  woodland, 
at  four  dollars  per  acre.  This  tract  he  cleared 
to  some  extent,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  there 
spent  the  balance  of  his  hard-working  and 
simple  life,  until  July  31,  1865,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  to  rest  some  ten  years  before. 
They  were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist 
church  to  the  last,  Mr.  Cragin  having  served 
for  many  years  as  a  trustee,  class  leader  and 
steward.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  B.  Chamberlain,  as  follows :  Will- 
iam P.,  now  a  resident  of  Grafton,  Ohio; 
George  H. ;  Charles  C,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  and  Emma  Jane  Chamberlain, 
who  did  not  survive  her  infancy. 

George  H.  Chamberlain  remained  on  the 
farm  in  Grafton  township  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  old,  and  was  educated  in  its  district 
schools  and  at  Oberlin  College.  He  then  taught 
school  for  a  time,  read  law  in  the  office  of  E. 
G.  Johnson,  of  Elyria,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1887.  For  two  years  thereafter  he 
practiced  at  that  place,  and  subsequently  lo- 
cated in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  in  connection 
with  his  professional  work.  Returning  to  Ely- 
ria in  1895,  he  re-entered  practice,  and  has 
since  progressed  steadily  in  his  chosen  field 
as  well  as  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  city  and 
state. 

Since  1896  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  been  par- 
ticularly prominent  in  Republican  politics  and 
state  legislation.  In  that  year  he  stumped  Lo- 
rain county  for  McKinley,  and  also  spoke  for 
the  presidential  candidate  in  other  parts  of  the 
state,  since  that  time  having  participated  in 
every  campaign  in  his  section  of  Ohio.  In 
1900  he  presented  the  name  of  E.  G.  Johnson 
to  the  congressional  convention.  In  1906  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomina- 
tion for  Congress  from  the  Fourteenth  district, 
and  during  the  long  deadlock  in  the  conven- 
tion held  the  united  support  of  Lorain  county, 
receiving,  within  four  votes  of  the  necessary 
number  for  the  nomination.  He  finally  with- 
drew, and  his  support  was  given  to  the  nomi- 
nee that  was  subsequently  elected.    In  1901  he 
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was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  the 
upper  house  of  the  legislature,  serving  as  state 
senator  in  the  seventy-fifth  and  seventy-sixth 
assemblies.  In  the  latter  session  he  was  hon- 
ored by  being  chosen  president  pro  tern  by 
acclamation,  and  had  the  united  support  of 
both  parties.  In  the  seventy-fifth  session  he 
served  on  the  committees  of  federal  relations 
(chairman),  labor,  taxation,  benevolent  insti- 
tutions, judiciary,  insurance,  universities  and 
colleges  and  municipal  corporations,  and  in  the 
seventy-sixth  assembly  was  a  member  of  the 
committees  on  public  works,  judiciary,  com- 
mon schools,  county  affairs,  taxation  and  Sol- 
diers and  Sailors'  Orphan  Home.  He  left  the 
house  of  representatives  with  the  remarkable 
record  of  never  having  introduced  and  sup- 
posed a  bill  which  failed  of  passing  the  sen- 
ate. In  May,  1910,  he  received  the  nomina- 
tion on  the  Republican  ticket  for  representa- 
tive in  Congress  from  the  Fourteenth  dis- 
trict. In  1899  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Elyria  board  of  education,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  identified — as  its  presi- 
dent for  the  past  five  years.  He  has  also 
served  as  president  of  the  board  of  elections ; 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Elyria  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  a  citizen  of  the  highest  social 
and  moral  standing. 

In  June,  1883,  Mr.  Chamberlain  married 
Miss  Etta  K.  Mynderse,  a  native  of  LaGrange, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Andrew  C.  and  Louise 
(Hart)  Mynderse,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Charles  B. ;  Geneva  E.,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  Elyria  High  School,  finished  her 
education  at  Rochester,  New  York,  and  is  now 
the  instructor  in  domestic  science  in  the  Elyria 
public  schools ;  Vera,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  ;  George,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  the  Elyria 
High  School  and  now  connected  with  the  Na- 
tional Tube  Company,  at  Lorain,  Ohio;  Ger- 
trude A.,  who  also  completed  her  course  in  the 
Elyria  High  School  in  1909  with  the  highest 
general  average  in  the  history  of  the  Elyria 
High  School ;  and  Ruth,  William,  Robert  and 
John,  living  at  home. 

Orion  P.  Sperra  is  a  well-known  figure  in 
the  professional  circles  of  central  and  north- 
eastern Ohio.  At  the  age  of  maturity  he 
began  teaching  school  in  Paris  township  of 
Portage  county,  and  during  his  four  years' 
connection  with  that  profession  he  began  the 
study  of  law  and  also  worked  as  a  book  solici- 
tor.   Admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1878, 


he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ra- 
venna, and  from  that  time  forward  he  has 
been  active  in  the  public  life  of  his  state. 
Elected  in  1878,  he  served  six  years  as  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  in  1893  ne  was  elected 
the  probate  judge  of  Portage  county,  and  was 
the  incumbent  of  that  office  for  three  terms. 
On  the  1st  of  May,  1903,  he  went  to  Colum- 
bus as  the  deputy  state  inspector  for  build- 
ing and  loan  associations  and  as  supervisor 
of  bond  investment  companies,  and  although 
his  headquarters  are  in  that  city,  he  still  main- 
tains his  residence  at  Ravenna.  He  has  super- 
vision over  a  force  of  nine  men  to  examine 
six  hundred  and  sixty-five  building  and  loan 
associations  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  He  has 
served  many  times  on  township,  county  and 
state  committees  and  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  county  executive  committee. 

Mr.  Sperra  was  born  in  Ravenna  on  the 
24th  of  July,  1853.  a  son  of  John  R.  and  Mary 
A.  (Gilmore)  Sperra,  who  were  born  re- 
spectively near  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  Portage  county,  Ohio.  The  paternal  family 
came  originally  from  Germany,  while  on  the 
maternal  side  they  are  from  the  north  of  Ire- 
land. From  Lancaster  county  in  Pennsyl- 
vania the  Sperras  came  to  Rootstown  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  were  large 
land  owners  and  prominent  farmers  there. 
There  also  John  R.  Sperra  and  Mary  A.  Gil- 
more  were  married,  and  from  there,  in  about 
the  year  1850.  they  came  to  Ravenna  and 
for  many  years  the  husband  was  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  blacksmith  shop  here.  He  had  also 
followed  that  occupation  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship, but  since  1897  he  has  lived  retired  from 
an  active  business  life.  He  was  born  in  1825, 
and  he  has  long  survived  his  wife,  who  died 
in  February  of  1877,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  Their  children  were  as  follows  :  Flor- 
ence, who  died  in  1865  ;  Orion  P.,  mentioned 
above;  Henry,  who  died  in  1884;  and  Flora, 
who  died  in  1879,  when  but  nine  years  of  age. 

Orion  P.  Sperra  received  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Ravenna,  and  this  was 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  prepara- 
tory department  of  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  at  Buchtel  College  in  Akron. 
He  married,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1883, 
Carrie  M.  Wagoner,  from  Akron,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  John  J.  and  Catherine  (Weaver) 
Wagoner,  from  Summit  county  of  that  state. 
The  children  of  this  union  are :  Cora  Amy, 
who  is  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Ra- 
venna ;     Katherine    W.,    the    wife    of    Albert 
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Kertscher,  a  salesman  in  Ravenna ;  and  Helen 
J.,  at  home  with  her  parents.  In  politics  Mr. 
Sperra  is  a  Republican,  and  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles he  has  attained  high  rank  in  the  Masonic 
order.  He  is  a  thirty-third-degree  Mason,  a 
member  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  91,  of  Ra- 
venna; of  the  K.  T.  Commandery,  No.  25, 
at  Akron ;  of  Lake  Erie  Consistory  at  Cleve- 
land, and  of  Al  Koran  Mystic  Shrine  of  Cleve- 
land, and  he  served  as  grand  high  priest  of 
Ohio  from  1899  to  190x3  and  as  grand  master 
of  the  grand  lodge  from  1903  to  1904.  He  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  the  fraternal  order 
of  Elks  in  Ravenna,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
since  1876,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  offices 
and  was  its  secretary  for  many  years,  and  he 
has  also  filled  the  offices  in  the  Encampment 
of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  129.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  college  fraternity  Delta  Tau  Delta,  of 
Buchtel  College. 

Duncan  B.  Wolcott. — The  name  of  Dun- 
can B.  Wolcott  is  enduringly  inscribed  on  the 
pages  of  the  later  history  of  Portage  county 
in  connection  with  the  profession  of  the  law. 
Graduating  from  Adelbert  College  in  1896, 
and  from  the  law  department  of  Western  Re- 
serve University  in  1899,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  same  year  and  began  practicing 
in  the  office  of  J.  G.  W.  Cowles,  in  Cleveland. 
He  remained  in  that  city  but  a  sort  time,  how- 
ever, coming  in  the  spring  of  1901  to  Kent, 
and  he  has  since  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  professional  life  of  this  community. 
In  November  of  1904,  and  again  at  the  elec- 
tion of  1908,  he  was  elected  a  prosecutor,  and 
as  an  advocate  of  Republican  principles  he  is 
an  active  worker  in  local  political  councils. 

Mr.  Wolcott  was  born  in  this  city  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1873,  and  was  educated  in  its 
public  schools,  in  the  Western  Reserve  Acad- 
emy at  1  ludson,  Ohio,  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  alumni  of  1892,  and  in  Adelbert 
College.  Western  Reserve  University.  His 
parents.  Simon  Perkins  and  Mary  H.  (Brew- 
ster) Wolcott,  were  born  respectively  in  Hud- 
son and  Northfield,  Ohio.  His  maternal 
grandparents  were  Anson  A.  and  Sally 
(White)  Brewster,  from  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, and  Whitehall,  New  York,  respectively, 
and  Anson  A.  Brewster  was  a  pioneer  and  for 
many  years  a  general  merchant  of  Hudson. 

Mr.  Wolcott  married,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1906,  Eveline  Daisy  Lodge,  born  at  Silver 
Lake,    Summit   county,   Ohio,   a   daughter   of 


Ralph  H.  and  Julia  (Plum)  Lodge,  the  father 
from  New  Jersey  and  the  mother  from  Sum- 
mit county,  Ohio.  The  children  of  this  union 
are  two  sons :  John  L.  Wolcott,  born  April 
23,  1907,  and  Duncan  B.,  Jr.,  born  June  26, 
1909.  Duncan  B.  Wolcott  is  a  Mason  of  high 
standing  in  Kent,  belonging  to  Lodge  No. 
316,  and  to  Tyrian  Chapter  of  Ravenna.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  this 
city. 

Simon  Perkins  Wolcott  belonged  to  the 
ancient  Wolcott  family  whose  history  has  been 
compiled  and  published  in  a  fine  quarto  vol- 
ume entitled  "The  Wolcott  Memorial,"  a  copy 
of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  state  library  at 
Columbus.  This  work,  a  masterpiece  of  its 
kind,  contains  portraits  of  many  members  of 
the  famliy,  also  a  cut  of  the  Wolcott  coat  of 
arms  and  photographic  copies  of  many  relics 
of  their  old  homesteads  in  England,  includ- 
ing the  license  of  alienation  of  the  Golden 
Manor  at  Tolland,  Somersetshire,  England, 
made  to  one  of  the  Wolcotts  in  the  early  part 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  in  the  reign  of  James 
I.,  and  the  chancellorship  of  Lord  Bacon, 
whose  signature  it  bears.  This  was  the  an- 
cestral seat  of  the  family  as  far  back  as  is 
definitely  known,  and  is  traced  on  doubtful 
authenticity  to  the  eleventh  century  in  Wales. 
It  was  the  home  of  John  Wolcott,  the  father 
of  Henry,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1730 
and  settled  at  Windsor,  Connecticut. 

The  family  is  conspicuous  for  its  honorable 
and  influential  career,  belonging  to  the  class 
of  free  holders  in  England  and  well  known 
in  the  history  of  the  New  England  states  as 
holders  of  many  important  positions  of  public 
trust  during  the  colonial  and  revolutionary  pe- 
riods. Besides  many  officers  of  rank,  both 
civil  and  military,  it  includes  three  governors 
of  Connecticut — Roger  Wolcott  and  the  two 
Oliver  Wolcotts — while  the  second  Oliver  also 
served  as  secretary  of  the  treasury  under 
President  Washington.  The  family  history 
runs  on  down  through  several  generations, 
as  they  resided  in  Connecticut,  to  a  branch  of 
the  family  which  finally  moved  to  New  York, 
and  from  there  to  another  which  came  to 
Ohio. 

Simon  P.  Wolcott  belongs  to  the  sixth  gen- 
eration of  the  family  in  America.  He  was 
born  at  Northfield,  in  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
January  30,  1837,  and  was  a  son  of  Alfred 
and  Mary  Ann  Wolcott,  who  were  also  reared 
in  this  state.    Born  and  reared  on  a  farm,  the 
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son  Simon  received  but  meager  advantages  in 
the  way  of  an  early  education,  such  only  as 
the  early  day  winter  school  in  the  country  af- 
forded, but  finally  he  entered  Hiram  College 
and  was  a  fellow  student  there  of  James  A. 
Garfield.  There  he  prepared  for  the  Western 
Reserve  College  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  latter  institution  with  the  class 
of  1862,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and 
later  that  of  A.  M.  His  early  inclination  to- 
ward the  legal  profession  led  him  to  adopt 
that  calling  as  a  life  pursuit,  and  soon  after 
graduation  he  entered  the  law  office  of  H.  B. 
Foster,  of  Hudson,  as  a  student,  and  he  com- 
pleted his  course  with  Judge  N.  B.  Tibbals, 
of  Akron,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Summit  county  in  1864.  Coming  at  once  to 
Portage  county,  he  began  the  practice  of  law 
at  Kent,  where  he  remained  continuously  until 
death,  and  his  high  prestige  at  the  bar  of  Port- 
age county  stands  in  evidence  of  his  ability 
and  likewise  served  as  a  voucher  for  his  in- 
trinsic worth  of  character.  He  was  long  and 
earnestly  identified  with  public  enterprises,  a 
public  character  in  his  own  community  during 
the  most  of  his  life,  and  his  public  services 
included  four  years  as  the  mayor  of  Kent  and 
ten  years  as  a  member  of  its  school  board. 
From  1884  he  served  as  an  attorney  for  the 
food  and  dairy  commissioners  for  four  years, 
and  in  1894  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  "board 
of  managers  of  the  Ohio  State  Reformatory 
at  Mansfield,  by  Governor  McKinley,  and  by 
reappointment,  in  1900,  by  Governor  Nash,  he 
held  that  position  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 

But  perhaps  the  highest  public  achievement 
in  the  life  and  work  of  the  Hon.  Simon  B. 
Wolcott  was  his  election  to  the  state  senate  of 
Ohio  in  1881  and  his  re-election  in  1883,  for 
the  counties  of  Portage,  Summit,  Lake,  Geauga 
and  Ashtabula.  He  made  for  himself  a  place 
of  prominence  as  an  active  participant  in  dis- 
cussions of  many  leading  questions  of  the  dav, 
and  notable  among  his  efforts  may  be  men- 
tioned the  "Brigham  bill"  for  the  regulation 
of  transportation  rates  by  railways.  What  in- 
fluence his  speech  bore  toward  the  defeat  of 
the  bill  cannot,  of  course,  be  conjectured,  but 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  although  the  ques- 
tion was  thoroughly  and  warmly  discussed  on 
both  sides  as  one  of  great  moment,  the  bill  was 
lost.  He  was  a  member  of  the  senate  commit- 
tee which  drafted  the  law  constituting  the 
present  circuit  court,  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee  for  investigating  insurance  companies 


in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  Ohio  senate  during  his  mem- 
bership. He  was  very  successful  at  the  bar 
and  bore  an  honorable  reputation.  He  dis- 
played a  brilliant  native  talent,  and  his 
speeches,  both  professionally  and  politically, 
were  logical  and  showed  a  wide  learning  and 
not  infrequently  sparkled  with  genuine  wit. 
He  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  Republican 
principles  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  his  party. 

He  married,  on  July  17,  1866,  Mary  Helen 
Brewster,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Elder  Brew- 
ster, of  Puritan  renown.  Their  children  are: 
Nellie  B.,  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Allen,  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business  in  Kent,  and  former 
treasurer  of  Portage  county;  Jennie,  the  wife 
of  Ed  S.  Parsons,  a  lumber  merchant  in  Kent; 
and  Duncan  B.  Wolcott,  well  known  in  this 
city  as  a  prosecuting  attorney. 

Rev.  Bailey  Sutton  Dean. — A  prominent 
member  of  the  clergy  of  the  Christian  church 
and  influential  in  the  educational  field,  Pro- 
fessor Bailey  S.  Dean  is  incumbent  of  the  chair 
of  history  in  Hiram  College,  at  Hiram,  Port- 
age county,  which  well-known  institution  is 
his  alma  mater.  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, where  the  same  was  founded  in  the 
early  pioneer  epoch,  and  the  name  which  he 
bears  has  been  identified  with  the  annals  of 
American  history  from  the  colonial  epoch. 

Professor  Bailey  Sutton  Dean  was  born  in 
Canfield  township,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1845,  ar>d  is  a  son  of 
Orsemus  and  Rhoda  (Hayden)  Dean.  In 
1903  Professor  Dean,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  son,  J.  Ernest  Dean,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, completed  a  most  interesting  history  of 
the  William  Dean  family,  of  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut, and  Canfield,  Ohio,  and  the  data  there 
given  were  gleaned  from  varied  sources,  being 
essentially  complete  and  offering  an  authentic, 
detailed  record  concerning  the  history  of  the 
family  in  Ohio,  with  due  tracing  of  the  geneal- 
ogy from  the  parent  stock  in  New  England. 
In  a  publication  of  the  circumscribed  province 
of  the  one  at  hand  it  is.  as  a  matter  of  course, 
impossible  to  enter  into  the  intimate  details 
covered  in  the  publication  to  which  reference 
has  just  been  made,  nor  is  it  necessary  so  to 
do,  inasmuch  as  such  repetition  could  have  no 
definite  value,  as  ready  recourse  may  be  had 
to  the  admirable  record  compiled  by  Professor 
Dean  and  his  son. 
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So  far  as  authentic  data  reveal,  it  is  alto- 
gether an  assured  fact  that  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  America  was  Thomas  Dane  (or 
Dean,  as  his  descendants  spell  the  name),  who 
was  born  in  Kent,  England,  about  1603,  and 
who  came  to  the  new  world  in  1635,  in  the 
ship  "Elizabeth  and  Ann."  He  settled  at  Con- 
cord, Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1640,  and 
there  he  died  about  1676.  From  Massachu- 
setts representatives  of  the  family  finally  re- 
moved to  Connecticut,  and  the  direct  line  to 
Professor  Dean  is  traced  from  Reuben  Dean, 
of  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county,  that  state. 
William  Dean  came  from  Cornwall  to  Ohio 
in  the  year  18 10,  and  was  accompanied 
by  his  venerable  parents,  Benjamin  and 
Ruth  (Tanner)  Dean,  as  well  as  by  his  de- 
voted wife,  Parthena,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Bailey.  Concerning  this  migration  it  is  deemed 
consistent  to  perpetuate  in  this  sketch  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  previously  mentioned 
history  of  the  family,  and  the  record  is 
one  written  by  Professor  Dean :  "We  now 
have  no  means  of  knowing  the  immedi- 
ate causes  which  led  to  the  migration  to 
Ohio.  In  general,  we  know  the  economic  con- 
ditions prevailing  prior  to  the  war  of  1812. 
Thomas  Jefferson's  pet  measures,  the  Embargo 
act  and  the  Non-Intercourse  act,  bore  with 
special  severity  on  New  England.  Trade  was 
prostrate  and  all  business  at  a  standstill.  Men 
with  growing  families  were  casting  about  for 
means  to  better  their  condition.  A  great  tide 
of  migration  was  setting  toward  New  Con- 
necticut, in  Ohio.  What  fireside  discussions 
were  held  in  the  old  house  on  the  hill  (refer- 
ring to  the  old  Dean  homestead  in  Connecti- 
cut )  we  can  only  imagine.  A  journey  of  five 
hundred  miles  in  lumber  wagons,  largely 
through  an  unbroken  forest,  was  no  holiday 
excursion.  To  people  in  their  prime,  like 
William  and  Parthena,  it  might  not  seem  so 
formidable.  But  Benjamin  and  Ruth  were 
three  score  and  ten  ;  and,  besides,  their  roots 
had  struck  deep  in  the  soil  of  Cornwall,  and 
it  is  hard  to  transplant  an  old  tree.  But  the 
die  was  cast.  Legal  documents,  still  extant, 
show  that  for  some  months  prior  to  the 
autumn  of  [810  Benjamin  and  William  Dean 
were  severing  the  property  ties  that  bound 
them  to  Cornwall.  Early  in  September  they 
turned  their  faces  toward  the  promised  land 
of  (  >lii«>.  The  company  numbered  fifteen  per- 
sons. First,  as  prime  movers  in  the  enter- 
prise, were  William  and  Parthena  Dean.  With 
them  went  the  aged  Benjamin  and  Ruth.   Five 


children  of  William,  ranging  in  age  from  a 
few  months  to  thirteen  years,  were  in  the  com- 
pany— Orpha,  Hiram,  Orsemus,  Benjamin  and 
Bailey.  The  Dean  caravan  came  with  horses 
and  they  were  four  weeks  on  the  road,  arriv- 
ing in  Canfield  on  the  10th  of  October.    *    :;:    ::: 

"Under  date  of  August  18,  1810,  James 
Johnston,  of  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut, 
deeds  to  Benjamin  and  William  Dean  lots  5 
and  25  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  containing  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  acres,  together  with 
sixty-seven  acres  of  lot  8.  The  price  was 
$2,673.80.  Under  the  same  date,  by  separate 
deed,  he  conveyed  to  William  Dean  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  lot  8,  for  $500.  *  *  *  The 
aged  Benjamin  and  Ruth  did  not  long  sur- 
vive the  transplantation.  Ruth  died  May  11, 
1812.  On  August  13,  181.5,  old  Benjamin 
followed  his  beloved  Ruth,  and  lies  beside 
her  in  the  Center  cemetery.  *  *  *  There 
are  few  more  sightly  and  beautiful  locations 
in  the  Western  Reserve  than  the  crest  of 
Dean  Hill.  There,  about  the  year  1818,  Will- 
iam Dean  built  a  commodious  brick  farm 
house.  That  old  brick  house  became  the  cen- 
ter of  a  noble  family  life,  whose  details,  now 
lost,  would  fill  a  volume." 

William  Dean  was  a  miller  and  farmer  at 
Cornwall,  but  followed  farming  exclusively  at 
Canfield,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1847.  He 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county,  Con- 
necticut, May  10,  1774.  On  the  25th  of 
August,  1796,  he  was  married  to  Parthena 
Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Sharon,  Connecticut, 
in  1773,  and  died  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1836.  On  the  26th  of  March,  1837, 
William  Dean  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
being  then  united  to  Airs.  Rebecca  (Rumsey) 
Mulner,  who  was  born  in  1808,  and  who  died 
at  Canfield,  Ohio,  January  3,  1842.  For  his 
third  wife  William  Dean  chose  Mrs.  Ada 
Pearce,  who  died  in  Lordstown,  Ohio,  about 
1 881.  Nine  children  w:ere  born  of  the  first 
marriage  and  two  of  the  second. 

Orsemus  Dean,  father  of  him  whose  name 
initiates  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Cornwall, 
Connecticut,  August  11,  180J.  and  died  in 
Center,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin.  November 
17,  1884.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1825.  was 
solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Rhoda  Hay- 
den,  who  was  born  in  Youngstown.  Ohio.  May 
25,  1808,  and  who  died  at  Center,  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin,  January  22,  1878.  This  worthy. 
couple  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  four  are  now  living.     In  the  family 
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history  previously  mentioned  Professor  Dean 
has  written  as  follows  concerning  his  parents : 

"Among  those  occasionally  attending  the 
little  church  on  the  hill  (Dean  Hill)  were 
members  of  the  Hayden  family,  of  Youngs- 
town.  There  were  seven  sons  of  Samuel  Hay- 
den, of  whom  the  eldest  and  youngest,  William 
and  Sutton,  were  well-known  ministers,  the 
latter  being  the  first  principal  of  the  Eclectic 
Institute,  now  Hiram  College.  In  1825  Orse- 
mus  Dean  wedded  Rhoda,  the  only  sister  in 
the  Hayden  family,  famed,  in  later  years,  far 
and  near,  as  were  her  brothers,  for  power  of 
song.  The  day  following  the  wedding,  twenty- 
four  couples,  on  twelve  horses,  escorted  them 
to  Dean  Hill  for  the  'infair.'  Orsemus  built 
a  small  brick  house,  where  Uncle  Hiram  after- 
ward lived.  In  1829  he  sold  out  and  bought  a 
larger  farm,  in  the  extreme  northwest  part 
of  Canfield,  and  over  the  town  line  in  Ells- 
worth. There  for  thirty-six  years  they  lived 
and  there  reared  the  largest  family  with  the 
most  descendants  in  the  Dean  connection.  Of 
their  thirteen  children,  nine  lived  to  marry, 
six  are  still  living,  and  seven  have  living  de- 
scendants. In  the  '50s  the  older  children  began 
to  go  westward,  and  the  year  1865  found  all 
the  family  in  or  near  Center,  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin.  There,  in  1878,  Rhoda  ended  her 
pilgrimage,  and  in  1884  Orsemus  followed  his 
beloved  wife. 

"About  the  year  1829  Orsemus  received  a 
fall,  which  disabled  him  for  three  years  and 
weakened  him  for  life.  Yet,  throughout  a 
long  life,  few  men  worked  more  hours  or  ac- 
complished larger  results ;  and  to  his  children 
it  has  always  been  a  marvel  how  he  reared  so 
large  a  family  on  so  poor  a  farm  in  so  large 
a  measure  of  comfort.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  enterprising  and  excellent  managers. 
Both  knew  how  to  economize  in  matters  of 
mere  display,  that  they  might  have  to  expend 
on  the  really  vital  things—the  intellectual  and 
spiritual  culture  of  their  family.  All  of  their 
children  had  the  advantages  of  some  education 
beyond  the  country  schools,  and  seven  of  them 
became  teachers.  Orsemus  was  one  of  the 
original  subscribers  to  the  Eclectic  Institute, 
and  always,  for  a  man  of  his  means,  a  liberal 
supporter  of  church  and  missionary  work. 
That  was  a  humble  but  hospitable  home.  At 
the  great  "Yearly  Meeting'  of  1849  >t  gave 
shelter  and  free  entertainment  to  more  than 
one  hundred  guests.  It  was  a  religious  home. 
Few  people,  even  of  larger  leisure  and  culture, 
knew  their  Bibles  as  did  <  Irsemus  and  Rhoda 


Dean.  No  stranger  could  pass  a  week  in  that 
cricle  without  feeling  its  spiritual  uplift. 
Among  the  cherished  memories  of  that  home 
life  is  the  one  of  the  morning  hour  when  each 
child  read  his  verse  and  mother  led  in  song 
and  father  poured  out  his  soul  in  simple, 
heartfelt  prayer.  Over  the  unutterable  deso- 
lation that  has  fallen  on  that  old  home  there 
seems  to  brood  the  spirit  of  a  devotion  that 
softens  the  heart  and  calms  the  soul  in  the 
strenuous  struggle  of  life." 

Of  the  thirteen  children  of  Orsemus  and 
Rhoda  Dean,  Professor  Bailey  Sutton  Dean, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  the 
twelfth  in  order  of  birth.  His  boyhood  days 
were  passed  on  the  old  homestead,  to  which 
he  has  himself  made  so  appreciative  reference 
in  the  words  of  the  preceding  paragraph,  and 
his  preliminary  educational  training  was  se- 
cured in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality 
and  period.  He  later  continued  his  studies 
in  Mahoning  Academy,  at  Canfield,  and  then 
entered  the  Western  Reserve  Eclectic  Insti- 
tute, now  known  as  Hiram  College,  where  the 
major  portion  of  his  higher  academic  training 
in  his  youth  was  secured.  In  1869  he  was 
graduated  in  Bethany  College,  at  Bethany, 
West  Virginia,  from  which  institution  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and, 
lat^r,  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  During 
1869-70  he  was  principal  of  the  high  school 
at  Burton,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1870 
he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Chris- 
tian, or  Disciples,  church,  in  whose  faith  he 
had  been  reared,  and  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  from  his  boyhood.  In  July,  1870, 
Professor  Dean  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the 
First  Christian  church  at  East  Smithfield, 
Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  retaining  this 
charge  until  1878,  when  he  accepted  the  call 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Christian  church 
at  Bellaire,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  in  effect- 
ive service  until  1882.  Thereafter  he  was 
pastor  of  the  Christian  church  at  Hiram,  Ohio, 
for  six  years,  where  he  also  became  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  Hiram  College,  in  1882.  His 
pastorate  here  was  terminated  in  18SS,  owing 
to  the  exactions  of  his  work  in  the  college,  but  it 
should  be  stated  that  in  the  pastoral  office,  in  his 
various  charges,  he  did  much  for  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  advancement  of  his  church,  in 
whose  councils  he  has  long  been  prominent  and 
influential.  In  1882  Professor  De-m  became 
vice-president  of  Hiram  College,  holding  this 
office  until  the  election  of  President  Laughlin 
the  following  year.     Since    1888  he   has' held 
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the  chair  of  history  in  Hiram  College,  and 
his  work  has  been  most  effective,  while  he  has 
at  all  times  held  the  confidence  and  high  re- 
gard of  the  student  body,  in  whom  he  main- 
tains the  deepest  interest,  having  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  his  stewardship  as  an  instructor  and 
guide.  He  is  the  author  of  an  elementary 
Bible  History,  published  in  1895,  and  the 
same  is  now  widely  used  as  a  text-book.  He 
is  a  man  of  high  intellectual  attainments,  but 
has  naught  of  intellectual  bigotry  or  intoler- 
ance. His  work  in  the  ministry  was  one  of 
utmost  zeal  and  consecration,  and  he  is  an 
able  and  eloquent  public  speaker,  facile  in  dic- 
tion and  ever  thoroughly  fortified  in  his  con- 
victions. He  passed  the  summer  of  1906  in 
making  a  tour  of  England  and  the  European 
continent,  and  he  has  also  traveled  widely  in 
the  United  States.  Professor  Dean  is  aligned 
as  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  had  no  ambition  to 
enter  the  arena  of  "practical  politics."  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1869,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Professor  Dean  to  Miss  Emma 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Middlefield  town- 
ship, Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  who.  is  a 
daughter  of  James  E.  and  Emily  (Burke) 
Johnson,  honored  pioneers  of  that  section  of 
the  historic  old  Western  Reserve.  Mrs.  Dean 
studied  at  Hiram  College  under  Garfield,  and 
was  for  some  years  the  able  and  popular  head 
of  the  art  department  of  this  institution.  She 
retired  from  this  position  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  but  resumed  it  for  many  years  after 
Professor  Dean  was  called  to  Hiram.  She  has 
much  talent  as  an  artist,  and  many  of  her  pro- 
ductions are  notable  for  fine  technique  and 
originality  of  composition.  Professor  and  Mrs. 
Dean  have  two  children  :  James  Ernest  and 
Allie  Mabelle.  James  E.  Dean  was  born  at 
East  Smithfield,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  23d  of 
February,  1871,  and  was  graduated  in  Hiram 
College  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1892, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  did 
effective  post-graduate  work  in  art  schools  in 
Philadelphia  and  Xew  York  City,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  art  staff  of  the  Cleveland 
Plain  dealer,  one  of 'the  oldest  and  best  known 
newspapers  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Allie 
Mabelle  was  graduated  in  Hiram  College  as 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1895,  having  here 
taken  a  course  in  the  art  department,  and  hav- 
ing later  continued  her  art  studies  in  Cleve- 
land, Xew  York  City  and  in  Europe.     In  1902 


she  became  head  of  the  art  department  of  her 
alma  mater,  Hiram  College,  retaining  this  in- 
cumbency until  1907,  when  she  became  the 
wife  of  William  E.  Waldo,  of  Bradford,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  they  now  maintain  their  home. 
Both  of  the  children  inherited  in  marked  de- 
gree the  artistic  talent  of  their  mother,  and 
both  have  made  definite  accomplishment  in  this 
field. 

Hon.  Arlington  G.  Reynolds,  member  of 
the  firm  of  Reynolds  and  Alvord,  Painesville, 
is  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  Ohio  bar 
and  a  strong  leader  in  the  Republican  party. 
In  all  his  legal,  judicial  and  civic  relations  he 
has  evinced  a  high  order  of  ability  and  a  manly 
conscience,  and  he  enjoys  as  his  supporters 
the  best  and  most  substantial  classes  in  the 
community.  A  native  of  the  town  of  Mentor, 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  he  was  born  on  the  24th 
of  November,  1849,  the  son  of  George  Wash- 
ington and  Honor  S.  (Nowlen)  Reynolds. 
His  parents  were  both  pioneers  of  that  place — 
in  fact,  his  mother  was  a  native  of  it — his 
father  being  born  in  Broome,  Schoharie  coun- 
ty, New  York.  The  maternal  grandfather. 
Dudley  Nowlen,  migrated  from  New  York  to 
Mentor  at  an  early  day,  while  the  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  Connecticut  pioneer,  whose 
ancestors  came  from  England  in  1600.  The 
family  has  always  been  patriotic  and  public- 
spirited,  John  Reynolds,  the  grandfather  men- 
tioned, being  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who 
commenced  the  fight  for  independence  at 
Bunker  Hill  and  continued  it  while  there  were 
any  foes  in  the  field ;  while  the  father,  George 
W.  Reynolds,  served  three  vears  on  the  bloody 
battlefield  and  in  the  wearing,  campaigns  of  the 
Civil  war. 

Arlington  G.  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Mentor  township,  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion at  the  district  schools  near  his  home,  as 
well  as  at  the  Collegiate  Institute  in  Willough- 
by  and,  finally,  at  Oberlin  College.  He  then 
commenced  to  read  law  with  Judge  G.  N.  Tut- 
tle.  of  Painesville,  and  in  1882  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  before  the  supreme  court  at  Colum- 
bus. In  September  of  that  year  he  located  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  for  two  years  he  was 
identified  with  a  large  implement  house,  and 
upon  his  return  to  Painesville  in  1884  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  continued 
alone  until  1889,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Judge  Perry  Bosworth.  which  was  broken 
by  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1890.  In  1897  Mr. 
Reynolds  associated  himself  with  Hon.  C.  W. 
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Osborne,  and  in  April,  1905,  formed  the  part- 
nership with  George  W.  Alvord  which  existed 
until  January,  1909.  All  of  these  firms  ob- 
tained a  large  share  of  the  legal  business  of  the 
county  and  stood  among  the  foremost  in 
ability. 

In  the  meantime,  distinguished  honors  of  a 
judicial  and  political  nature  had  been  conferred 
upon  Mr.  Reynolds.  From  1891  to  1896,  in- 
clusive, he  had  served  as  probate  judge  of 
Lake  county  by  two  elections,  and  in  1896  and 
1898  he  was  chosen  mayor  of  Painesville  for 
two-year  terms.  On  June  7,  1897,  at  a  con- 
vention held  in  Painesville,  composed  of  repre- 
sentatives from  Lake  and  Geauga  counties,  the 
Republicans  nominated  him  as  a  legislative 
representative,  and  he  was  elected  by  a  rousing, 
majority  both  in  that  year  and  in  1899.  As  a 
mark  of  the  complete  confidence  which  his 
associates  reposed  in  him,  his  nominations  for 
judge,  mayor  and  assemblyman  were  all  made 
by  acclamation.  Mr.  Reynolds  served  as 
speaker  of  the  House  in  the  Seventy-fourth 
general  assembly,  the  nominating  caucus  of  his 
party  being  unanimous  in  the  choice  of  its  can- 
didate. Mr.  Reynolds  is  a  fluent  and  effective 
public  speaker,  but  it  is  as  a  faithful  and  tire- 
less worker  for  the  practical  and  commendable 
interests  of  his  constituents  that  he  is  best 
known  and  has  been  most  warmly  commended. 
In  the  legislature  he  made  a  model  committee- 
man, was  faithful  in  his  attendance  at  the  reg- 
ular sessions,  and  as  a  speaker  his  rulings  were 
prompt,  forcibly  supported  and  generally  con- 
sidered impartial,  the  main  exceptions  to  the 
rule  being  rank  and  prejudiced  partisans.  In 
January,  1909,  Judge  Reynolds  was  appointed 
by  the  governor  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  com- 
mon pleas  bench,  which  position  he  still  re- 
tains. 

Mr.  Reynolds  has  always  been  an  unwaver- 
ing friend  of  both  popular  and  higher  educa- 
tion, and  since  1898  has  served  as  trustee  of 
the  Lake  Erie  College.  The  patriotic  record 
of  his  colonial  forefathers  has  also  inspired 
him  with  a  deep  interest  in  the  American 
struggle  for  independence,  and  has  brought 
him  into  prominent  connection  with  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  He  was  vice 
president  of  the  Ohio  division  of  that  frater- 
nity and  is  now  vice  president  of  its  Western 
Reserve  Society.  In  October,  1882.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  E.  Whit- 
ney, daughter  of  Samuel  F.  Whitney,  of  Men- 
tor, and  thev  have  become  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Luella  W. 


The  Faxon  Family,  which  has  had  distin- 
guished representation  in  the  annals  of  the 
Western  Reserve  since  the  opening  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  is  one  of  sterling  line- 
age, both  direct  and  collateral,  and  the  name 
has  been  identified  with  American  history  from 
the  early  colonial  epoch.  In  the  Western  Re- 
serve this  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
honored,  and  in  the  several  generations  have 
been  strong  men  and  true  and  gracious  and 
noble  women.  Its  representatives  have  played 
well  their  parts  in  connection  with  the  multi- 
farious relations  and  activities  of  life,  and  espe- 
cially has  this  been  true  of  the  Faxons  of  Lo- 
rain county,  with  whom  this  article  has  more 
specifically  to  do. 

Of  stanch  and  patrician  English  lineage,  the 
Faxon  family  was  founded  in  America  in  1640, 
when  the  original  progenitor  in  the  new  world 
took  up  his  residence  in  Massachusetts  colony. 
From  New  England  representatives  of  the 
name  have  gone  forth  into  the  most  diverse 
sections  of  the  Union  and  have  exerted  in  their 
day  beneficent  influence  in  the  varied  vocations 
to  which  they  have  directed  their  attention  and 
energies. 

Isaac  Davis  Faxon,  to  whom  must  be  ac- 
credited the  distinction  of  having  been  the 
founder  of  the  family  line  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve, came  hither  in  the  early  years  of  the 
last  century,  probably  prior  to  the  admission 
of  Ohio  to  the  Union,  and  here  the  name  has 
stood  representative  of  prominence  and  influ- 
ence for  at  least  a  full  century.  Isaac  Davis 
Faxon  settled  in  Portage  county,  where  he  se- 
cured a  tract  of  land  in  the  midst  of  the  prime- 
val forest  and  instituted  the  reclamation  of  a 
farm.  He  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  hav- 
ing, been  born  at  Conway,  that  state,  and  was 
a  son  of  Thomas  Faxon,  whose  father,  Thomas 
Faxon,  Sr.,  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  Con- 
tinental line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Isaac  D.  Faxon  and  his  wife  continued  to  re- 
side in  Portage  county  until  they  were  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal,  and  their  names 
merit  an  enduring  place  on  the  roll  of  the  pio- 
neers who  laid  broad  and  deep  the  foundations 
upon  which  has  been  reared  the  magnificent 
superstructure  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
American  commonwealths. 

John  Hall  Faxon,  son  of  Isaac  Davis  Faxon, 
was  born  in  Aurora,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  6th  of  June.  181 5.  and  at  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1821,  he  was  taken  into  the  home  of 
his  uncle.  ( )liver  H.  Lewis,  with  whom  he  re- 
moved to  Lorain  countv,  when  a  boy.    He  was 
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afforded  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
and  pursued  higher  branches  of  study,  as  is 
evident  when  we  revert  to  the  fact  that  he  be- 
came a  skilled  civil  engineer.  In  the  work  of 
this  profession  he  was  identified  with  many  im- 
portant public  and  semi-public  enterprises  in 
the  early  days.  He  thus  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  historic  old  Erie  canal,  and 
also  the  Auburn  &  Syracuse  Railroad,  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  the 
Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Railway.  In  1840 
he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  Lorain 
county,  and  in  1844  was  elected  sheriff,  in 
which  office  he  served  two  terms,  through  his 
re-election  in  1846.  In  1857  he  received  from 
Governor  Salmon  P.  Chase  appointment  to 
the  office  of  canal  collector  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, where  he  continued  in  this  service  for  a 
number  of  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Lorain  county.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  rep- 
resent Lorain  county  in  the  state  legislature, 
and  in  1875  he  was  chosen  his  own  successor 
in  this  position,  in  which  he  made  an  admirable 
record  of  loyal  and  effective  service.  In  the 
meanwhile  he  had  given  careful  attention  to 
the  study  of  law,  and  in  1875  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  the  state,  upon  examination  before 
the  supreme  court  in  Columbus.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  ambition,  and  he 
made  his  life  count  for  good  in  all  its  relations. 
He  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  surveyor  of 
Lorain  county,  was  for  a  number  of  years  in- 
cumbent of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  twice  elected  mayor  of  Elyria,  where 
he  long  maintained  his  home.  All  of  these 
preferments  indicate  beyond  peradventure  the 
unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  people  of  his  county.  During 
the  last  few  years  of  his  earnest  and  prolific 
life  he  was  president  of  the  Flushing  Coal 
Company,  which  was  organized  by  him  and 
his  sons  and  which  controls  excellent  coal 
mines  in  Belmont  county.  Ohio.  In  politics  he 
gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  as  a  citizen  he  was  ever  loyal  and  public- 
spirited. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1838,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  John  Hall  Faxon  to  Miss  Esther 
Terrell,  who  was  born  in  Ridgeville,  Lorain 
county.  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1816, 
a  daughter  of  Tillotson  and  Electa  (Wilmot) 
Terrell.  The  Terrell  family  was  early  founded 
in  Lorain  county,  whither  its  representatives 
came  from  the  state  of  Connecticut.  John  H. 
Faxon  died  on  the  4th  of  July.  1891,  and  his 
cherished  and  devoted  wife  was  summoned  to 


the  life  eternal  on  the  22d  of  March,  1900. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living  at  the  time  of  the  prep- 
aration of  this  article,  in  1910,  as  follows: 
Isaac  D.,  Theodore  S.,  Harriet  A.,  and  Tohn 
H.,  all  of  Elyria. 

Isaac  Davis  Faxon,  of  Elyria.  Lorain  county, 
son  of  John  H.  and  Esther  (Terrell)  Faxon, 
was  born  at  Ridgeville,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  16th  of  September,  1840.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  those  afforded  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county.  For 
thirteen  years  he  maintained  his  residence  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  during  this  period 
he  held  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  count- 
ing-room of  the  Cleveland  Herald,  then  one 
of  the  leading  daily  newspapers  of  the  Ohio 
metropolis.  In  1878  he  returned  to  Lorain 
county  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Elyria, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  incorporators 
of  the  Lorain  Banking.  Company,  in  1895,  an^ 
has  been  from  the  beginning  a  member  of  its 
board  of  directors  and  its  finance  committee, 
besides  which  he  is  now  incumbent  of  the  of- 
fice of  vice-president  of  this  important  finan- 
cial institution.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Flushing  Coal  Company,  in 
the  organization  of  which  he  was  associated 
with  his  father  and  his  younger  brother,  Theo- 
dore S.  Upon  the  death  of  his  honored  father 
he  was  appointed  executor  of  the  family  estate, 
and  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  the  same  he 
organized  the  Faxon  Realty  Company,  which 
is  duly  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
state,  and  of  which  he  is  president.  The  com- 
pany controls  large  and  important  capitalistic 
and  real  estate  interests  in  Lorain  county  and 
elsewhere  and  its  affairs  have  been  admirably 
guided  and  governed  under  the  administration 
of  its  president. 

Isaac  D.  Faxon  has  ever  manifested  the 
same  commendable  public  spirit  that  animated 
his  father,  and  his  influence  and  co-operation 
have  been  freely  given  in  the  promotion  of 
measures  and  enterprises  tending  to  advance 
the  civic  and  material  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  has  served  seven  years  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council  of  Elyria.  and  also  has  been 
a  valued  member  of  the  municipal  board  of 
tax  revision.  He  is  identified  with  the  Elyria 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  being  in  perfect  sym- 
pathy with  its  high  civic  ideals  and  giving  sup- 
port to  its  various  undertakings.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Memorial  Hospital  Association, 
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and  he  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  holds  member- 
ship in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew's  church  in 
Elyria.  In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has  at- 
tained to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  An- 
cient Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  his  political 
proclivities  are  indicated  in  the  loyal  support 
which  he  accords  to  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1869,  Isaac  D. 
Faxon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura 
M.  Briggs,  who  was  born  in  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1845, 
and  who  died  on%the  31st  of  January,  1898, 
leaving  no  children.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  W.  and  Harmony  (Gilmore)  Briggs. 
Her  father  was  a  nephew  of  Hon.  George  N. 
Briggs,  who  served  as  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts and  also  as  member  of  Congress  from 
that  state.  Joseph  W.  Briggs  was  reared  in 
the  home  of  this  distinguished  uncle  and  he 
eventually  received  appointment  as  special 
agent  of  the  United  States  postoffice  depart- 
ment, in  which  connection  he  organized  the 
letter-carriers'  system,  and  he  continued  in  the 
government  service  until  his  death.  On  the 
17th  of  April,  1900,  Mr.  Faxon  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  being  then  united  to  Mrs. 
Ellen  E.  (Stearns)  Brownell.  of  Elyria. 

Theodore  S.  Faxon,  second  son  of  John  H. 
and  Esther  (Terrell)  Faxon,  was  born  in  Ely- 
ria, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  the  13th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1846,  and  in  the  schools  of  this  place  he 
secured  his  early  educational  discipline.  As  a 
youth  he  learned  the  drug  business,  but  he 
did  not  long  devote  his  attention  to  the  same. 
He  was  for  four  years  bookkeeper  for  a  lead- 
ing wholesale  dry-goods  house  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  being  incumbent  of  this  position  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1864  he 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  four  months,  when  his  regi- 
ment was  honorably  mustered  out  of  service. 

In  1870  Mr.  Faxon  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  furniture  in  Elyria,  and  with  this 
line  of  enterprise  he  continued  to  be  identified 
for  a  period  of  three  years,  after  which  he 
operated  a  planing  mill  and  did  a  general  busi- 
ness as  a  building  contractor  until  i88r,  in 
which  year  he  became  interested  in  the  mining 
of  coal  in  Ohio  fields.  In  this  connection  he 
assumed  the  dual  office  of  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  each  of  the  following  corporations : 
Tuscarawas  Valley  Coal  Company,  Brock  Hill 
Coal   Company,   Camp  Creek  Coal  Company, 


Pigeon  Run  Coal  Company,  the  O.  Young 
Coal  Company,  and  the  Flushing  Coal  Com- 
pany. In  1884  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
the  companies  mentioned,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Flushing  Coal  Company,  in  which  he 
secured  the  controlling  stock  and  of  which  he 
has  since  been  president  and  treasurer.  He 
is  also  treasurer  of  the  Faxon  Realty  Com- 
pany, of  which  mention  has  already  been  made 
in  preceding  paragraphs.  Mr.  Faxon  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  his  political  proclivities, 
is  a  member  of  the  Elyria  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  chival- 
ric  degrees,  being  identified  with  Elyria  Com- 
mandery,  No.  60,  Knights  Templars.  He  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  his  native  county  and,  like  his  brother, 
has  a  secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  regard 
of  its  people. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1871,  Theodore  S. 
Faxon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha 
E.  Bullock,  who  was  born  at  Bristol,  New 
York,  and  who  was  three  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  family  removal  to  Elyria,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Her 
father,  Aaron  H.  Bullock,  has  maintained  his 
home  in  Elyria  for  nearly  half  a  century  and 
is  now  one  of  the  venerable  and  highly  hon- 
ored citizens  of  Lorain  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Faxon  have  been  born  five  children, 
namely :  Theodore  E.,  Mary  Belle,  Katherine 
Louise,  Isaac  Davis  (2d),  and  Robert  B.  All 
of  the  children  are  living  except  Mary  Belle, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Arthur  J.  Boynton,  of 
Elyria.  and  who  died  March  10,  1907.  Kath- 
erine Louise  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Gilbert,  of 
Beverly,  Massachusetts,  and  the  two  younger 
sons  remain  at  the  parental  home. 

Theodore  Edmund  Faxon,  eldest  son  of 
Theodore  S.  and  Alartha  E.  (Bullock)  Faxon, 
is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  his  native 
county  and  is  now  the  able  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  county  clerk.  He  was  born  in  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1880.  He  completed  the  curriculum  of  the 
public  schools  of  Elyria,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  high  school  as  a  member  of  the  Class 
of  1897.  Thereafter  he  was  for  one  year  a 
student  in  Oberlin  College,  after  leaving  which 
institution  lie  was  matriculated  in  Cornell  Uni- 
versity at  Ithaca,  New  York,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1903,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  In  the  law  department  of  the  same 
university  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  Class  of  1905,  duly  receiving  the  degree  of 
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Bachelor  of  Laws.  Upon  his  return  to  Elyria 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  state, 
and  here  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  until  October  10,  1906,  when  he 
was  appointed  county  clerk,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
He  was  duly  elected  to  this  office  by  the  voters 
of  the  county  in  1908,  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
and  he  has  given  a  most  effective  and  accepta- 
ble administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  impor- 
tant office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elyria 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  membership  in 
the  Country  Club  and  other  representative  so- 
cial organizations.  His  political  faith  is  that 
of  the  Republican  party  and  he  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  the  promotion  of  its  cause.  On  the 
25th  of  October,  1907,  Mr.  Faxon  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Brooks,  daugh- 
ter of  Walter  E.  Brooks,  of  Elyria.  She  grad- 
uated in  Vassar  College  as  a  member  of  the 
Class  of  1906,  and  she  occupies  a  prominent 
place  in  connection  with  the  social  activities  of 
her  home  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faxon  have  a 
fine  little  son,  Theodore  Brooks  Faxon,  who 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  September,  1908. 

John  Hall  Faxon,  secretary  of  the  Flush- 
ing Coal  Company  and  of  the  Faxon  Realty 
Company,  of  Elyria,  has  always  been  one  of 
the  leading  and  most  versatile  business  men  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  and  is  a  sterling  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  which  was  so  early 
established  in  Lorain  county  and  has  never 
failed  in  the  best  promotion  of  its  interests. 
He  was  born  in  Elyria,  January  30,  1851,  and 
is  a  son  of  the  late  John  Hall  Faxon,  men- 
tioned at  length  in  the  sketch  of  the  Faxon 
family.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  he  began 
his  business  career  as  deputy  under  E.  G. 
Johnson,  then  auditor  of  Lorain  county. 

In  1871  Mr.  Faxon  became  a  bookkeeper  in 
the  National  Bank  of  Elyria,  and  after  holding 
that  position  until  1880  resigned  to  become 
identified  with  mining  interests  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Working  along  this  line  for 
two  years,  he  then  became  identified  with  the 
Akron  (Ohio)  Water  Works  for  about  the 
same  length  of  time,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  railroad  construction  in  West  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania.  Operations  in  the  iron  and  steel 
pipe  industry  at  Warren,  Ohio,  occupied  him 
for  the  succeeding  few  years,  and  he  then  as- 
sumed his  present  duties  as  secretary  of  the 
Flushing  Coal  Company  and  the  Faxon  Realty 
Company,  both  of  which  are  family  enterprises. 


Mr.  Faxon  is  also  an  active  member  of  the 
Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  stands  high  in  social  and  fraternal 
as  well  as  business  circles. 

Mr.  Faxon's  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Lizzie 
Browning  Starr,  a  native  of  Elyria,  where  she 
was  born  December  22,  1852,  daughter  of  the 
late  Horace  Clapp  Starr,  so  widely  known  in 
that  place  as  a  leading  pioneer  merchant,  and 
in  Akron  as  treasurer  of  the  water  works. 
Her  mother  (nee  Sarah  P.  Wheeler)  is  also 
deceased.  Mr.  Starr  was  born  in  Harpers- 
field,  New  York,  February  15,  1820,  son  of 
Raymond  and  Betsey  (Penfield)  Starr,  pater- 
nal and  maternal  ancestors,  having  settled 
there  during  the  early  portion  of  the  century  as 
emigrants  from  Danburv,  Connecticut.  In  1828 
representatives  of  both  families  settled  at  Pen- 
field,  Lorain  county,  and  in  183 1  Raymond 
Starr  moved  to  Elyria,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death  in  1870.  When  Mr.  Starr  and  his 
family  arrived  the  little  village  was  only  fif- 
teen years  old,  and  there  the  fourth  son,  Hor- 
ace, received  his  early  education  and  his  first 
business  experience.  In  1841  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  S.  W.  Baldwin  and  George  Starr 
in  the  formation  of  the  firm  of  Baldwin  and 
Company ;  in  1852,  Starr  Brothers  and  Com- 
pany was  established,  and  in  1863  Horace 
Starr  went  to  California,  where,  for  three 
years,  he  was  engaged  in  various  mining  en- 
terprises with  his  brother-in-law,  C.  T.  Whee- 
ler. In  1866  he  resumed  his  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Elyria,  his  store  in  the  Ely  block  was 
wiped  out  in  the  1873  fire,  but  the  business 
was  resumed  and  continued  until  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  firm  in  1878.  From  1881  until  his 
resignation,  February  1,  1909,  Mr.  Stan- 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  Akron  Water 
Works,  his  death  occurring  on  the  26th  of  the 
following  month.  The  deceased  married  Miss 
Sarah  Phelps  Wheeler  on  the  5th  of  July,  1848, 
who  died  in  August,  1870,  mother  of  the  fol- 
lowing :  Mrs.  John  H.  Faxon ;  Mrs.  Marian 
Harrington,  a  resident  of  Boston,  and  Horace 
T.  Starr,  who  lives  in  Cleveland.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Faxon  have  become  the  parents  of  five 
children :  Truman  Starr,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 28,  1875,  and  *s  now  connected  with 
the  Grafton  Stone  Company;  Cyrus  Wheeler, 
born  December  13,  1879,  who  is  a  Harvard 
graduate  ('02)  and  identified  with  the  Hayden- 
Miller  Company,  bond  brokers  of  Cleveland ; 
Richard,  who  was  born  July  10,  1883,  and  is 
now  a  student  at  the  Ohio  State  University; 
John  Hall,  Jr.,  born  December  6,  1885,  who  is 


788 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


associated  with  the  Steams  Automobile  Com- 
pany of  Cleveland ;  Dorothy  Browning  Faxon, 
born  July  22,  1892,  who  is  a  student  at  the 
MacDuffie  School  for  Girls  at  Springfield, 
Massachusetts ;  and  Forest  Starr,  born  October 
1,  1894. 

Harvey  M.  Hollinger. — It  was  given  to 
the  late  Harvey  M.  Hollinger,  of  Akron,  to 
attain  to  a  liberal  measure  of  success  in  con- 
nection with  the  practical  activities  of  business, 
and  he  was  distinctively  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes,  having  built  the  ladder  by  which 
he  rose  to  independence  and  prosperity  in  tem- 
poral affairs.  While  he  was  thus  numbered 
among  the  representative  business  men  of 
Akron,  he  had  the  higher  patent  of  nobility 
which  is  gained  only  through  the  possession  of 
personal  integrity  and  honor,  and  he  left  the 
heritage  of  a  good  name  and  of  a  life  lived 
worthily  in  all  its  relations.  He  died  at  his 
home  in  Akron,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1908,  and 
Akron  gave  full  manifestation  of  its  sense  of 
loss  and  bereavement  when  one  of  its  honored 
citizens  was  thus  summoned  to  the  life  eternal. 
At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Brouse  &  Hollinger.  He 
was  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Perma- 
nent Savings  &  Loan  Company,  and  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Abstract  Title  and  Guar- 
antee Company,  besides  which  he  had  other 
local   interest   of  important  order. 

Harvey  M.  Hollinger  passed  practically  his 
entire  life  in  Summit  county.  He  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1860,  and  was  a  son  of 
Rev.  Joseph  Hollinger,  who  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  Ohio,  whither  he  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  who  was  a  minister  of  the  Evan- 
gelical church,  in  whose  work  he  served  with 
much  ability  and  self-abnegation  for  many 
years.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
of  Summit  county,  and  he  became  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources  when  still  a  mere 
youth.  From  an  appreciative  article  published 
in  a  local  paper  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
following  pertinent  extracts  are  made: 

"Mr.  Hollinger's  business  career  has  been 
marked  by  the  most  painstaking  industry  and 
integrity.  His  judgment  and  skill  in  handling 
affairs  commanded  the  admiration  of  his  asso- 
ciates, and,  though  he  began  his  career  a  poor 
man,  he  accumulated  a  comfortable  home.  He 
had  lived  in  Akron  since  a  young  man.  Four- 
teen years  ago.  on  the  organization  of  the  Per- 
manent   Savings    &    Loan    Company,   he    was 


connected  with  the  concern,  and  shortly  after- 
ward became  a  director.  During  the  last  eight 
years  he  had  been  its  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer, as  well  as  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Abstract  Title  &  Guarantee  Company.  He 
was  interested  also  in  the  Akron  Roofing  Tile 
Company,  a  director  in  the  Central  Savings 
&  Trust  Company,  and  owned  considerable 
real  estate  on  West  Hill  and  in  other  locali- 
ties." 

Though  never  an  aspirant  for  public  office, 
Mr.  Hollinger  was  never  neglectful  of  his 
civic  duties  and  his  co-operation  could  be 
counted  upon  in  connection  with  measures  and 
enterprises  tending  to  advance  the  material  and 
social  welfare  of  his  home  city,  in  whose  prog- 
ress he  ever  manifested  a  deep  interest.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Prohibition 
partv.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Woodland  Avenue  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  with  whose  work  Mrs.  Hol- 
linger also  has  been  closely  identified.  He  died 
in  the  very  prime  of  his  useful  manhood,  but 
his  career  was  one  symmetrical  in  its  accom- 
plishment and  its  worthiness,  even  though  he 
was  not  permitted  to  attain  to  advanced  age 
and  to  see  the  perspective  of  his  labors  or 
know  their  ultimate  fruition.  The  family  home 
is  located  on  South  Portage  path  and  Grand 
avenue. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1885,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hollinger  to  Miss  Jennie 
M.  Wall,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Medina 
county,  where  her  father,  the  late  Christian 
Wall,  was  an  early  settler  and  an  honored 
citizen.  Mrs.  Hollinger  continues  to  maintain 
her  home  in  Akron,  and  gives  her  personal 
supervision  to  the  affairs  of  her  husband's  es- 
tate. He  is  also  survived  by  four  children — 
Ralph  W.,  Howard,  Clara  and  Ruth.  The 
elder  son,  a  young  man  of  fine  attributes  of 
character,  was  graduated  in  Adelbert  College, 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  June,  1909,  and  received 
from  this  institution  his  well  earned  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Concerning  this  ambitious 
and  earnest  young  man  one  of  his  fellow  stu- 
dents spoke  as  follows  in  an  article  published 
a  few  months  prior  to  his  graduation : 

"Aspiring  to  a  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation secretaryship  when  he  shall  have 
graduated  from  Adelbert  College  this  year,  R. 
W.  Hollinger  is  one  of  the  busiest  men  at  Re- 
serve. When  he  is  not  engaged  in  pulling  off 
perfect  grades,  organizing  a  university  club, 
playing  basket  ball,  or  working  to  support  him- 
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self,  he  is  meditating  upon  the  vast  opportuni- 
ties of  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
work.  "Holly/  as  the  fellows  call  him,  does  not 
know  what  a  grade  less  than  'E'  (standing  for 
excellent)  looks  like.  Only  once  or  twice  has 
a  lower  grade  been  sprung  upon  him,  and  so 
how  should  he  know?  Little  prizes,  ranging 
from  twenty-five  to  $100,  simply  come  his  way. 
Recently  he  received  the  Harriet-Pelton-Per- 
kins  prize — a  trifle  of  $100.  The  conditions 
were  somewhat  stiff,  the  boys  thought,  inas- 
much as  an  interminable  string,  of  E's  (not 
ease)  was  required,  but  it  was  like  rolling  off 
a  log  for  Holly.  Yet  he  is  closely  connected 
with  the  school  athletics,  being  president  of 
the  tennis  association  and  the  first  secretary  of 
the  basket-ball  team.  Among  other  little  things 
he  is  also  athletic  editor  of  the  Reserve 
Weekly,  and  is  president  of  the  Civic  Club  and 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  at 
Eldred  Hall." 

John  F.  Smith. — Now  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive dealers  in  lumber  at  Painesville,  Ohio, 
and  in  the  Western  Reserve,  John  F.  Smith  is 
of  an  old  North  Carolina  family  and  was  born 
in  that  state  October  12,  1849.  His  father, 
John  Wesley  Smith,  and  his  mother,  Purdon 
Smith,  were  both  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
The  early  ancestors  came  from  England  and 
France,  but  although  all  the  traditions  of  the 
family  are  southern,  yet  they  have  always  been 
stanch  supporters  of  Union  and  Republican 
principles.  J.  F.  Smith's  political  views  have 
been  largely  democratic  in  the  last  few  years, 
yet  he  always  supports  the  man  that  he  thinks 
most  competent,  regardless  of  party. 

In  its  ancestral  state  the  Smith  family  was 
always  noteworthy  for  its  energy  and  enter- 
prise, in  ante-war  times  not  especially  charac- 
teristic of  southern  families  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstance. Mr.  Smith  has  inherited  these 
family  traits,  reproduced  in  an  intensified  de- 
gree. His  brother,  the  late  S.  Morgan  Smith, 
was  also  recognized  in  Pennsylvania  as  a  pro- 
moter of  its  great  industrial  interests,  being 
the  founder  of  the  York  firm  of  S.  Morgan 
Smith  Company,  and  the  inventor  and  manu- 
facturer of  a  turbine  water  wheel  which  is 
largely  introduced  in  America  and  Europe. 

John  F.,  although  active  and  successful  in 
the  promotion  of  his  lumber  interests  in  north- 
ern Ohio,  has  ably  discharged  various  public 
responsibilities,  and  is  a  man  who  always  can 
be  depended  upon  to  do  more  than  his  exact 
quota  of  work,  which  would  justly  fall  to  the 


lot  of  every  good  citizen.  J.  F.  Smith  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Amanda  M.  Havnar,  of 
New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  in  the  year  of  1874. 
Four  sons  were  born  to  them,  three  of  whom 
survive. 

Joel  Rumsey  Reeve. — Early  American  life 
was  enriched  in  many  ways.  At  present  the 
tide  of  immigration  brings  in  the  undesirables, 
the  skimmed  milk  of  the  old  world.  Its  cream, 
rich  in  men  and  women  of  strong  frames, 
sturdy  in  nature,  reliant,  resourceful,  full  of 
high  purposes  and  often  seeking  this  land  for 
the  freedom  denied  them  in  their  own,  came 
in  struggling,  formative  days  of  the  country. 
They  assisted  materially  in  this  development 
and  gave  it  qualities  that  still  exist.  Of  this 
stalwart  nature  was  the  Reeve  family,  whose 
descendants  have  left  their  mark  by  lives  of 
honesty,  industry,  intelligence  and  thrift,  and 
have  often  sat  in  "the  seats  of  the  mighty." 
The  first  Reeves  came  from  Dijon,  France. 
They  were  Huguenots,  and,  seeking  religious 
freedom,  the  most  fled  to  England,  though  a 
few  settled  in  Ireland  and  Holland.  The  spirit 
of  colonization  was  strong  in  those  of  Eng- 
land. They  came  to  this  country  in  its  early 
days  and  they  quickly  made  its  cause  their 
own,  fighting  bravely  and  with  distinction  in 
all  the  wars  of  their  adopted  land.  Many  of 
them  settled  in  Eastern  New  York,  and  there 
Joel  Rumsey  Reeve,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Rensselaerville,  April  25,  1823. 
The  region  around  there  was  not  only  rich  in 
a  farming  sense  but  unusually  picturesque,  and 
to  the  day  of  his  death,  Mr.  Reeve,  who  had  a 
great  love  for  the  beautiful,  never  tired  of 
celebrating  the  glories  of  the  Catskills.  His 
father,  Rumsey  Reeve,  was  an  Episcopalian. 
This  was  a  serious  handicap  when  he  sought  a 
wife,  especially  as  the  girl  upon  whom  he  had 
set  his  heart  was  a  Methodist.  Episcopalians 
were  then  looked  upon  with  almost  as  much 
disfavor  as  Catholics,  and  Rumsey 's  love-mak- 
ing was  more  of  a  campaign  than  a  courting. 
Girls  in  those  days  were  dutiful,  still  they  were 
children  of  pioneer  men  who  had  succeeded 
because  they  were  strong,  and  persistent.  The 
girls  inherited  these  qualities  and  they  loved 
and  persisted  in  their  love  despite  the  frown 
of  their  fathers.  The  one  sought  by  Rumsey 
was  of  this  heroic  type.  She  and  Rumsey  met 
in  secret  when  they  could  not  meet  openly  and 
they  made  a  love-letter  box  of  an  old  tree. 
Finally  the  father,  too,  realized  that  the  world 
held  nothing  that  could  separate  them.     Their 
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wedded  life  was  an  ideal  one.  She  worshiped 
him  for  his  strength  of  character  and  the  ten- 
der affection  that  went  out  to  her,  and  he 
found  in  her  the  softer  qualities  which  rounded 
out  his  own.  The  family  pioneering  spirit  was 
strong  in  them,  too,  so  about  the  year  1828 
they  started  for  Ohio  by  the  Erie  canal,  then 
the  sole  means  of  travel,  save  the  narrow, 
muddy,  winding  roads.  This  brought  them 
to  Buffalo,  where  they  purchased  an  outfit  and 
traveled  the  rest  of  the  way  by  the  road  which 
ran  by  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Mrs.  Reeve's 
father,  the  Rev.  Henry  Woolsey,  had  already 
settled  in  Lake  county,  and  there  his  only 
daughter  and  her  husband  joined  them. 

This  Rev.  Henry  Woolsey  was  a  man  of 
firm  and  impressive  nature,  even  in  those  days 
when  strong  characters  came  to  the  front.  He 
was  a  preacher  of  power  and  eloquence,  ear- 
nest and  persuasive,  and  of  such  compelling 
enthusiasm  that  he  would  carry  his  congrega- 
tion into  such  intensity  of  emotions  that  many 
would  fall  to  the  floor  in  the  excess  of  their 
religious  frenzy.  His  son  Benjamin  gave  more 
than  $7,000  to  the  Methodist  church,  and  the 
land  on  which  the  Willoughby  high  school 
building  now  stands ;  the  land  to  be  in  use  for 
school  purposes  only,  otherwise  to  revert  to 
his  heirs.  This  is  the  Woolsey  family  which 
has  given  so  many  brilliant  men  to  the  coun- 
try and  which  has  exercised  so  great  and 
wholesome  an  effect  upon  its  growth  as  min- 
isters, lawyers,  statesmen,  diplomats  and  edu- 
cators. To  have  its  blood  in  their  veins  and 
to  be  born  a  Woolsey  was  to  have  a  long  start 
in  the  race  where  brains  and  the  truest  relig- 
ious convictions  counted.  Rev.  Theodore 
Woolsey,  of  Yale  College,  the  founder  of  Cor- 
nell, etc.,  were  illustrations.  Though  perhaps 
not  as  strong,  this  alert,  questioning,  intellec- 
tual nature  was  in  the  Reeve  family  and  found 
large  expression  in  Rumsey.  He  was  a  stu- 
dent as  well  as  farmer.  Immediately  on  his 
arrival,  he  purchased  300  acres  of  land.  He 
stocked  it  liberally  with  the  best  of  cattle  and 
never  shirked  his  farming  duties.  But  in  spite 
of  the  long  hours  he  had  to  give  to  plowing, 
sowing,  reaping,  the  feeding  and  the  care  of 
his  live  stock,  he  found  time  to  continue  his 
studies  in  law  and  in  medicine,  for  which  he 
had  especial  fondness  and  aptitude.  He  was 
so  well  grounded  in  medicine  that  he  served  as 
a  volunteer  doctor  for  miles  around,  and  his 
legal  knowledge  was  so  large  and  so  secure 
that  his  advice  was  often  sought  by  lawyers  in 
Cleveland.    In  those  days,  when  Episcopalians 


are  often  criticised  by  those  of  sterner  faiths 
for  the  laxity  of  their  church  discipline,  it  is 
amusing  to  read  of  the  severity  of  the  views 
of  the  early  members  of  that  faith.  Rumsey 
and  Abigal,  his  wife,  lived  up  to  the  ordinances 
of  their  religion  with  especial  strictness.  The 
children  were  not  allowed  to  even  whistle  on 
the  Sabbath.  There  was  no  Episcopal  church 
nearer  than  old  Trinity  in  Cleveland,  but  they 
would  not  make  any  compromises  and  attend 
another  denomination  nearer.  Sunday  they 
started  out  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
reach  the  church  in  due  season,  and  there  too 
their  son  Joel  was  a  choir  boy.  Six  children 
were  born  to  Rumsey  and  Abigal  Reeve.  Of 
these  Henry  married,  in  1836,  Charlotte  Shaw, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Isaiah  Shaw,  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 
Charlotte  was  a  strict  Methodist,  and  when 
her  pastor  found  that  Henry  courted  her  Sun- 
days he  sent  word  to  him  that  it  was  against 
the  rules  and  he  must  confine  his  courtship  to 
other  days  in  the  week.  Sarah,  the  second 
born,  married  November  20,  1834,  Jeremiah 
Campbell,  Esq.,  a  man  who  was  justice  of 
the  peace  on  Willoughby  Plains  for  several 
years  and  also  held  other  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  Hannah  was  married  February  21, 
1834,  to  Alonzo  Goodman,  who  became  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
and  also  a  representative  from  that  state.  The 
other  children  were  Polly,  who  was  a  teacher ; 
Enoch,  who  went  to  Illinois  and  amassed  a 
large  fortune,  and  Joel,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Joel's  wife  was  Mary  Amelia  Gris- 
wold,  whom  he  married  January  31,  1850.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Darrow  Griswold, 
for  a  score  of  years  a  beloved  teacher  in  north- 
ern Ohio.  He  was  the  original  owner  of  Kirt- 
land  Mills,  and  of  Little  Mountain,  part  of 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  heirs. 
These  Griswolds  were  English  and  of  the 
family  which  gave  Connecticut  one  of  its  gov- 
ernors in  the  person  of  Matthew  Griswold. 
Her  mother,  Olive  Foster  Griswold,  was  a 
descendant  of  Christopher  Foster,  who  came 
from  England  in  1635.  Among  the  descend- 
ants of  Rumsey  and  Abigal  Reeve  are  many 
lawyers,  teachers,  doctors,  dentists,  ministers, 
prominent  farmers  and  business  men.  Pio- 
neer farming  was  attended  with  danger  from 
which  that  of  the  present  is  happily  spared. 
One  day  while  clearing  a  piece  of  land  Rumsey 
was  crushed  beneath  the  trunk  of  a  tree  he  had 
just  felled.  His  son  Henry,  in  the  suspense 
and  agony  of  that  hour,  was  compelled  to  cut 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


791 


the  log-  twice  through  before  he  could  extri- 
cate the  body  of  his  fatber. 

The  work  the  husband  and  father  had  laid 
down  was  taken  up  by  Abigal  in  the  brave, 
uncomplaining  spirit  of  the  women  of  those 
days.  For  thirteen  years  she  carried  on  and 
oversaw  all  the  varied  and  exacting  duties  of 
the  farm.  She  was  successful  from  the  start, 
made  money  and  thriftily  held  on  to  it.  She 
improved  the  land  in  many  ways,  built  a  new 
house  that  was  a  source  of  admiration  in  those 
times,  and  so  administered  the  duties  of  her 
new  position  that  when  her  son  Henry  was 
married  she  gave  him  the  rich  portion  of  the 
eldest  son,  which  started  him  well  in  life.  She 
was  progressive,  and  it  is  noted  that  she  bought 
the  first  spring  buggy  in  Willoughby.  Nat- 
urally of  much  dignity,  responsibility  added 
to  this  impressiveness,  and  though  a  woman 
of  great  kindness  of  heart,  yet  her  manner  was 
so  grave  and  her  appearance  so  inspiring  that 
even  those  who  knew  her  best  and  loved  her 
most  were  in  awe  of  her. 

Joel  Reeve  was  educated  at  the  famous  old 
academy  where  Dr.  Asa  D.  Lord,  an  educator 
of  the  old  school,  was  principal  so  many  years. 
Then  he  entered  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Elijah 
Woolsey,  where  he  remained  some  time  as  a 
clerk.  He  took  part  with  zest  in  the  social 
life  around  him,  was  a  careful  observer  of  it 
as  well,  and  in  later  days  he  often  delighted  in 
contrasting  the  formality  and  dignity  of  the 
cotillion  parties  he  then  attended  with  the 
romping  ragtime  of  the  present.  No  young 
girl  then  went  unchaperoned,  a  relative  or 
trusted  servant  accompanied  her  to  the  dances, 
sat  through  them  all  and  then  escorted  her 
home  with  equal  watchfulness.  At  all  parties 
of  any  kind  a  bounteous  meal  was  always 
served,  of  which  wild  turkey,  pumpkin  pie, 
preserves,  luscious  and  many  hued,  wonderful 
cakes,  plums,  seed,  etc.,  of  uncounted  brands, 
were  the  main  features.  Long  tables  were 
spread  and  such  was  the  spirit  of  chivalry  that 
the  girls  first  and  afterwards  the  boys  were 
served.  Joel  was  early  taught  the  value  of 
money.  He  earned  his  first  money  by  hard 
work,  and  that  impressed  its  value  firmly  upon 
him.  He  was  given  a  patch  of  land  by  his 
mother,  which  he  cleared.  He  hired  a  man 
and  team,  and  on  this  small  piece  raised  100 
bushels  of  corn,  which  sold  for  $100,  half  of 
which  he  paid  to  the  hired  man. 

Mr.  Reeve  was  in  the  barrel  and  stave  busi- 
ness for  several  years.  For  a  year  after  his 
marriage  he  lived  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  but  he  re- 
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turned  to  his  old  home,  and  all  the  rest  of  his 
life  he  spent  in  Willoughby,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  years  1890-91,  when  he  and  his  wife 
visited  his  brother  Henry,  and  also  their  son 
Oscar  in  California.  With  his  long  line  of 
cultured  ancestry  he  naturally  bad  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  a  thorough  education. 
Most  of  his  descendants  are  college  bred — 
from  Adelbert,  Women's  College,  Lake  Erie, 
Oberlin,  Mt.  Union,  Syracuse  and  Berkeley 
(California)  Universities;  Howes'  Military, 
old  Willoughby  College,  San  Jose,  California, 
Normal,  etc.  He  was  always  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  the  young  and  for 
forty  years  was  a  diligent  and  valuable  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  Willoughby.  He 
was  also  intensely  interested  in  politics,  which 
he  studied  with  a  strong,  unprejudiced  mind, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  reading  and  his  observa- 
tion he  voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket  all 
his  life.  Much  of  the  sternness  of  his  Hugue- 
not forefathers  was  shown  in  Mr.  Reeve's  at- 
titude toward  life.  He  did  not  believe  in  the 
use  of  tobacco  or  liquors  of  any  kind,  and  he 
attributed  his  own  long  life  and  his  unusual 
strength,  which  lasted  till  its  close,  to  the  fact 
that  he  had  never  used  tobacco  or  spirits.  All 
his  sons  are  abstainers,  too,  as  well  as  bis 
father  and  brothers  before.  If  one  of  the  farm 
hands  wished  to  smoke,  he  had  to  do  it  in 
secret,  far  from  the  house  and  barns,  and  Mr. 
Reeve  promptly  burned  every  pack  of  cards 
he  discovered.  In  spite  of  his  sternness,  Mr. 
Reeve  was  a  man  of  lovable  nature,  affection- 
ate to  his  family,  helpful  to  his  friends.  His 
life  was  clean  and  upright,  progressive  and 
uplifting,  and  it  served  unconsciously  as  a 
model.  He  was  often  in  advance  of  his  times 
in  his  views,  but  he  lived  to  see  the  world 
grow  up  to  them.  His  main  purpose  in  life, 
though,  was  the  loving.,  developing,  training  of 
his  children.  To  this  he  devoted  himself  un- 
selfishly, and  all  the  rich  resources  of  his  mind 
and  character,  all  the  acquirements  of  his  life, 
were  given  freely  and  constantly  to  them.  He 
died  February  16,  1909,  at  his  old  home  in 
Willoughby. 

Mrs.  Mary  Reeve  was  a  worthy  companion 
and  helpmeet  for  a  man  the  nature  of  Joel 
Reeve.  She  had  the  qualities  of  mind  and 
soul  to  be  the  mother  of  bis  children.  She 
was  educated  in  the  Willoughby  Female  Sem- 
inary, where  her  gifts  for  writing  and  oratory 
were  early  recognized,  and  all  through  a  long- 
and  busy  and  capable  life  she  continued  to 
exercise  them.     Had  opportunity  allowed,  she 
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would  have  made  her  mark  in  a  noted  way  as 
a  writer  and  speaker.  As  it  was  she  had  a 
high  local  fame  in  these  respects.  It  was  while 
she  was  a  teacher  in  Willoughby  that  Mr. 
Reeve  first  met  her.  She  was  an  earnest 
church  woman,  too,  and  though  bearing  her 
share  of  the  burdens  of  a  large  farm — much 
heavier  than  now  in  the  days  of  machinery  and 
enlightenment — and  a  mother's  part  in  the 
bearing  and  bringing  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  she 
never  failed  in  her  loving  service  to  the  church 
and  Sunday  school — often  going  out  in  the 
highways  and  byways  to  gather  in  the  poor. 
And  with  all  her  cares  and  troubles  she  al- 
ways found  time  to  look  after  the  needy  and 
sorrowing.  Universal  brotherhood  was  not 
only  a  beautiful  theory  with  her,  but  a  prob- 
lem to  be  worked  out  in  our  daily  lives  in 
terms  of  flesh  and  blood.  Temperance  work- 
ers found  a  strong  ally  in  her  and  she  held  the 
office  of  president  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  until 
failing  health  compelled  her  resignation.  At 
the  time  of  her  death  she  was  county  super- 
intendent of  the  Social  Purity  League.  As  a 
wife  she  was  dutiful  and  devoted ;  as  a  mother 
loyal  and  loving ;  as  a  friend  generous  and 
faithful.  Her  life  was  pure,  spotless,  uplift- 
ing. Her  memory  will  always  be  a  priceless 
legacy  and  an  inspiration.  She  died  August 
23,  1900. 

"The  actions  of  the  just 
Smell  sweet  and  blossom  in  the  dust." 

To  Joel  and  Mary  Griswold  Reeve  were 
born :  Henry  and  Arthur,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Oscar,  who  married  Cora  Talbot,  a 
granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  S.  F.  Whitney ; 
Emma,  who  married  Walter  Tyler,  who  came 
from  the  same  ancestry  as  President  Tyler ; 
Alvin  married  Nelly,  a  daughter  of  Harvey 
and  Minerva  Granger  Hall ;  Eugene,  Omar, 
Olive,  Etta  and  Lillian,  who  married  Leon 
Beckwith  Hoose  and  has  two  children,  Nor- 
man Reeve  and  Warren  Joel.  In  January, 
1900,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeve  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding. 

Albert  B.  Fairchild.  —  Among  the  first 
business  houses  of  Ravenna,  none  are  more 
worthy  of  patronage  and  public  confidence 
than  that  of  which  Albert  B.  Fairchild  is  the 
senior  member.  It  is  also  one  of  the  oldest 
business  houses  of  the  city,  for  it  was  founded 
by  his  father  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 


family  here  in  1879.  John  Fairchild  was 
after  a  short  time  succeeded  in  his  furniture 
business  by  his  eldest  son,  George  E.  Fair- 
child,  who  conducted  the  business  for  some 
years  and  then  moved  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
He  is  now  extensively  engaged  in  the  shoe 
trade  in  San  Francisco,  but  he  is  also  the  pro- 
prietor of  eight  other  stores  in  different  cities 
in  California.  During  his  proprietorship  of 
the  business  here,  Albert  B.  Fairchild  was 
his  partner,  and  after  the  brother's  removal  to 
the  west,  W.  A.  Jenkins  became  associated 
with  the  firm,  but  it  is  now  known  as  Fair- 
child  &  Son,  dealers  exclusively  in  chinaware, 
crockery  and  furniture,  and  also  undertaking 
in  all  its  departments.  Since  1878  the  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  at  its  present  location, 
where,  by  their  courteous  treatment,  the  care- 
ful selection  of  their  goods  and  their  exten- 
sive business  experience,  the  members  of  the 
firm  have  been  very  successful. 

Albert  B.  Fairchild,  the  senior  member,  was 
born  at  Jericho,  Vermont,  on  August  3,  1849, 
a  son  of  John  and  Sophronia  P.  (Sears) 
Fairchild,  the  father  from  Ohio  and  the  mother 
from  Quebec,  Canada,  and  the  former  was  a 
son  of  Levi  Fairchild,  whose  wife,  after  his 
death,  married  a  Mr.  Farrend,  the  builder  of 
the  first  flouring  mill  at  St.  Anthony,  now 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Both  John  and  So- 
phronia Fairchild  died  in  Ravenna. 

Albert  B.  Fairchild,  the  younger  of  their 
two  sons,  received  an  academic  education  at 
Highgate,  Vermont,  and  in  1879  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Ravenna.  On  the  4th  of  July, 
1871,  at  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Martha  A.  Jones,  from  Kempville,  On- 
tario, Canada,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Jane  (Harris)  Jones,  natives  of  Wales.  The 
children  born  of  this  union  are:  Sophronia, 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Ravenna ; 
Eunice,  born  in  East  Hillgate,  Vermont,  on 
the  5th  of  November,  1873,  and  died  on  the 
17th  of  February,  1904,  having  served  some 
years  as  a  deputy  in  the  office  of  the  probate 
judge  of  Portage  county;  John,  who  is  in 
business  with  his  father ;  and  Albert,  whose 
home  is  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  An  uncle 
of  Mrs.  Fairchild  served  sixteen  years  in  the 
Canadian  parliament.  Mr.  Fairchild  is  promi- 
nent in  the  local  councils  of  the  Republican 
part\-,  and  has  served  several  terms  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  city  aldermen.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  order  of  Masons,  Unity  Lodge 
of  Ravenna,  No.  12,  and  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  he  has  filled  the  princi- 
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pal  offices.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  during  many  years  Mr. 
Fairchild  has  served  as  one  of  its  wardens. 

Selwyn  R.  Conkling. — One  of  the  pro- 
gressive business  men  and  popular  citizens  of 
Portage  county  is  Selwyn  R.  Conkling,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  Gar- 
rettsville,  where  for  many  years  he  held  the 
position  of  station  agent  of  the  Erie  Railroad. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  fine  old  Western  Re- 
serve, where  his  entire  life  thus  far  has  been 
passed,,  and  in  the  thriving  village  which  has 
long  been  his  home  he  has  a  secure  hold  upon 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. As  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen he  has  aided  materially  in  the  development 
and  progress  of  Garrettsville,  where  his  serv- 
ices have  been  in  requisition  as  a  member  of 
the  village  council  and  the  board  of  education, 
of  which  latter  he  is  president  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Conkling  was  born  in  Montrose,  Sum- 
mit county,  Ohio,  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Rial  M.  and  Hannah 
(Sweet)  Conkling,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  near  Palmyra,  New  York,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Alfred  Sweet,  a  sterling  pioneer  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  Reserve.  George  Conk- 
ling, grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
passed  his  entire  life  in  the  state  of  New  York 
and  was  a  representative  of  the  same  family 
as  was  the  late  and  distinguished  Roscoe  Conk- 
ling, who  was  long  a  prominent  figure  in  na- 
tional affairs.  Rial  M.  Conkling  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  old  Empire  state,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  whence 
he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  about  1840, 
locating  in  Summit  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building.  He  died  in  1884, 
when  about  seventy-one  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  man  of  stanch  principles  and  generous  im- 
pulses, a  liberal  and  loyal  citizen,  and  one  who 
ever  commanded  unqualified  popular  esteem. 
His  political  support  was  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  The  mother  passed  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  and  of  the  number  all  are  living  ex- 
cept three. 

Selwyn  R.  Conkling  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Summit  county,  where  his  early  edu- 
cational advantages  were  those  afforded  in  the 
district  schools.  Later  he  continued  his  studies 
in  the  high  school  at  Garrettsville,  and  in  this 


village  he  initiated  his  business  career  in  1874, 
when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  local  station  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road, then  known  as  the  Atlantic  &  Great 
Western,  and  here  he  familiarized  himself  with 
the  various  duties  of  station  and  baggage 
agent.  His  faithful  and  able  service  in  time 
brought  due  promotion,  for  in  1889  he  was 
appointed  station  agent  at  Garrettsville,  which 
had  now  grown  to  be  a  station  of  far  more  im- 
portance than  it  was  when  he  first  began  his 
labors  here.  He  filled  this  position  with  all 
of  acceptability  until  July,  1907,  when  he  re- 
signed the  same,  after  having  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  one  railroad  company  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty-four  years — a  fact  indicating 
most  significantly  the  estimate  placed  upon  his 
services  in  handling  the  multifarious  business 
entrusted  to  his  care.  Upon  resigning  his  posi- 
tion he  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  Gar- 
rettsville, where  he  has  built  up  a  most  flour- 
ishing enterprise  and  receives  a  representative 
patronage,  based  alike  on  his  fair  and  honor- 
able dealings  and  his  marked  personal  pop- 
ularity. 

In  politics  Mr.  Conkling  is  an  uncompro- 
mising advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  in  whose  cause  he  has  done 
efficient  service  in  the  local  field.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Republican  township 
committee  of  Garrettsville  township  since  1888 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  various  campaigns.  In  1886  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  village  council,  in 
which  he  served  for  sixteen  consecutive  years, 
within  which  he  did  much  to  promote  the  ex- 
cellent public  improvements  which  have  added 
so  materially  to  the  progress  and  prosperity 
of  the  village.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  for  eighteen  years,  and  has 
held  his  present  office  of  president  of  the  body 
about  sixteen  years.  He  is  also  president  of 
the  Garrettsville  Business  (Men's)  Associa- 
tion, which  is  doing  much  to  promote  the'  in- 
terests of  the  village.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  with  its  adjunct 
organization  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
with  which  latter  Mrs.  Conkling  also  is  iden- 
tified. 

In  1878  Mr.  Conkling  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Cora  Alice  Udall,  daughter  of 
the  late  George  P.  Udall,  of  Garrettsville.  Of 
this  union  two  sons  were  born:  Glenn  R.,  who 
is  now  employed  in  the  electrical  department 
of  the  extensive  establishment  of  the  Brown 
Engineering    Company,    of    Cleveland ;     ai'd 
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Louis,    who    died    at    the    age    of   twenty-five 
years. 

Edward  Paul  Werner. — On  other  pages 
^  of  this  work  appears  a  review  of  the  career 
of  Paul  E.  Werner,  founder  and  president  of 
the  Werner  Company,  of  Akron,  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  equipped  printing  and  book 
manufacturing  concerns  in  the  United  States, 
and  as  the  article  mentioned  gives  also  ade- 
quate data  concerning  the  company,  it  is  con- 
sistent to  eliminate  the  same,  as  well  as  those 
concerning  the  family  history,  in  the  present 
connection,  as  ready  reference  may  be  made 
to  the  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  honored  father 
of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph. 

Edward  Paul  Werner,  who  is  now  incum- 
bent of  the  responsible  and  exacting  office  of 
general  superintendent  of  the  Werner  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  the  city  of  Akron,  on  the  2d 
of  April,  1875,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the  three 
sons  of  Paul  E.  and  Lucy  A.  (Denaple) 
Werner.  After  completing  the  curriculum  of 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  he  en- 
tered the  Kenyon  Military  Academy,  at  Gam- 
bier,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  student  for 
three  years.  He  then  went  to  Germany,  where 
his  father  was  born,  and  in  the  city  of  Stutt- 
gart he  continued  his  studies  for  two  years  in 
the  high  school.  He  returned  to  the  United 
States  in  1894,  and  forthwith  became  identi- 
fied with  the  printing  establishment  of  his 
father,  where  he  familiarized  himself  with  the 
multifarious  details  of  the  various  departments 
and  was  finally  made  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  great  establishment.  He  remained  in- 
cumbent of  this  position  until  1906,  since 
which  year  he  has  held  the  office  of  general 
superintendent,  in  which  he  has  proved  him- 
self a  careful  and  able  executive,  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  every  department  of  the  busi- 
ness and  maintaining  the  most  perfect  system 
in  each,  so  that  the  service  throughout  is  main- 
tained at  the  point  of  highest  efficiency.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  the  younger  generation  in  his  na- 
tive city,  and  here  he  is  held  in  the  most  un- 
equivocal popular  esteem.  His  beautiful  home, 
at  258  West  Market  street,  is  one  in  which  is 
dispensed  a  most  gracious  hospitality  to  his 
friends.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
proclivities,  and  he  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

In  1899  Mr.  Werner  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Poehlman,  who  was 


born  and  reared  in  Akron,  a  daughter  of 
Louis  Poehlman,  and  thev  have  three  children : 
Lucy  M.,  Paul  E.,  and  Albert  R. 

Duane  W.  Rouse. — Bearing  with  ease  and 
dignity  his  burden  of  four  score  and  four 
years,  Duane  W.  Rouse  holds  a  place  of 
prominence  among  the  respected  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county, 
where  he  is  a  large  property  holder,  and  one 
of  the  foremost  in  contributing  towards  the 
growth  of  town  and  county.  He  comes  of  sub- 
stantial patriotic  ancestry,  his  maternal,  grand- 
father, Jeremiah  Crandall,  having  served  in  a 
New  York  regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  himself  a  soldier  in  two  wars — the 
Mexican  war  and  the  Civil  war.  A  son  of 
William  Rouse,  he  was  born,  June  12,  1825, 
in  New  York  state,  twenty  miles  south  of 
Buffalo. 

"When  seven  years  of  age,  Duane  W.  Rouse 
was  taken  to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  who  lived 
south  of  Syracuse,  in  Onondaga  county.  New 
York,  and  was  there  brought  up  and  educated. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  came  to  Ohio, 
joining  his  father,  who  had  for  a  number  of 
years  lived  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Mans- 
field, in  Richland  county.  A  year  later  he 
began  learning  the  harnessmaker's  trade  in 
Ashland,  Ohio,  receiving  his  board  and  two 
dollars  a  month  wages,  but  clothing  himself. 
He  spent  two  years  as  an  apprentice,  after- 
wards working  at  his  trade,  then  going  to 
Orange,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  few 
months.  Subsequently,  wishing  to  establish 
himself  in  business  on  his  own  account,  Mr. 
Rouse  located  in  Leroy,  Medina  county.  Very 
shortly  after  that  time,  the  Mexican  war 
broke  out,  and  he  hurried  to  offer  his  services 
to  his  country,  being  the  first  man  in  Medina 
county  to  do  so.  Enlisting  May  20,  1846,  in 
Company  E,  Wayne  County  Volunteers,  Third 
Ohio  Regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Sam- 
uel R.  Curtis,  he  went  with  his  comrades  to 
Matamoras  to  join  Taylor's  army.  Before 
reaching  the  place,  however,  General  Taylor 
had  twice  defeated  the  Mexicans,  at  Palo  Alto 
and  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma.  After  staying  six 
months  at  Matamoras,  Mr.  Rouse's  regiment 
was  sent  to  Monterey,  where,  on  seeing  the 
new  recruits,  the  Mexicans  retreated,  and  the 
regiment  followed  their  brave  commander  on 
a  forced  march  to  Buena  Vista.  Mr.  Rouse 
took  part  in  several  engagements  of  this  war, 
which    was    virtually    closed    when    General 
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Scott  captured  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  had 
many  experiences  of  a  varied  nature,  some 
being  humorous,  and  others  pathetic  and  thrill- 
ing. While  in  Buena  Vista  this  Ohio  com- 
pany burned  in  effigy  Tom  Corwin,  then 
United  States  senator  from  Ohio,  who,  in  a 
speech  that  killed  him  politically,  insulted  the 
soldiers  taking  part  in  the  Mexican  war.  Nail- 
ing the  cross  on  which  the  effigy  was  placed 
to  a  tree,  they  inscribed  upon  it  the  following 
stanza :  "Old  Tom  Corwin  is  dead,  and  here 
he  lies  ;  Nobody  sorry  how  he  fares  ;  Nobody 
is  sorry,  and  nobody  cares." 

Returning  to  Leroy  after  serving  fourteen 
months  in  the  army,  Mr.  Rouse  continued  in 
business  there  until  his  marriage,  when  he 
bought  land  near  Leroy,  and  began  farming. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  helped  raise  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers,  drilled  it  as  its  captain 
until  September,  1861,  when  it  was  sworn  in 
with  the  National  Guards,  and  he  was  com- 
missioned as  first  lieutenant  of  his  company. 
This  was  subsequently  consolidated  with  an- 
other company,  whose  first  lieutenant  was 
given  the  lieutenancy  in  the  new  company, 
and  Mr.  Rouse  retired  from  the  service.  Re- 
turning then  to  his  farm,  Mr.  Rouse  carried 
it  on  until  1872.  In  1873  he  purchased  land 
one  mile  east  of  Geneva,  and  was  there  pros- 
perously employed  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
1880,  making  improvements  of  an  excellent 
character,  including  the  erection  of  substantial 
farm  buildings. 

Since  1880  Mr.  Rouse  has  lived  in  Geneva, 
where  he  has  extensive  financial  interests,  and 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  many  of  its  leading  enterprises. 
He  has  erected  and  sold  many  of  the  village 
residences,  selling  some  of  them  on  the  install- 
ment plan,  and  now  owns  four  fine  residences 
and  a  large  two-story  brick  block,  which  he 
built,  on  one  of  the  leading  business  corners, 
in  1890.  Although  ranking  with  the  prominent 
Democrats  of  Geneva,  he  is  really  independent 
in  politics,  voting  with  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victims  for  the  best  men  and  measures.  He 
carries  a  Mexican  war  badge  given  him  by  the 
government,  and  is  distinguished  as  being  one 
of  the  twenty  Mexican  war  veterans  living  in 
Ohio,  being  probably  the  only  one  in  Ashta- 
bula county. 

Mr.  Rouse  married,  October  3,  1848,  Mary 
E.  Reynolds,  and  on  October  3,  1908,  this 
happy  couple  celebrated  the  sixtieth  anniver- 
sary of  their  wedding  day  in  the  North  Star 
Grange  Hall,  a  host  of  friends,  relatives  and 


well-wishers  gathering  there  to  offer  congrat- 
ulations. Mrs.  Rouse  was  born  near  Leroy, 
where  they  were  married,  and  was  there 
brought  up.  Five  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  namely :  Florence,  widow  of  Dr.  Hor- 
ace Judson,  of  Cleveland ;  Angeline,  wife  of 
L.  M.  Cole,  of  Geneva ;  Eulalie  E.,  wife  of 
Fred  Chester,  of  Geneva ;  Walter  E.,  of  Cleve- 
land, a  commercial  salesman ;  and  Dora  B., 
wife  of  Owen  S.  Spring,  of  Daytonia,  Florida. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rouse  have  twelve  grandchil- 
dren and  eleven  great-grandchildren.  Frater- 
nally, Mr.  Rouse  was  made  a  Mason  in  1870, 
and  belongs  to  both  the  lodge  and  the  chapter, 
being  quite  interested  in  the  order.  Mrs. 
Rouse  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
Mr.  Rouse  was  a  member  of  the  building 
committee. 

George  H.  Merrills. — One  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Lake  county  is  George  H. 
Merrills,  whose  homestead  farm  lies  contigu- 
ous to  the  village  of  Wickliff e, '  Lake  county, 
and  who  is  also  the  owner  of  land  in  Willough- 
by  township,  this  county.  The  three  tracts  are, 
however,  not  far  distant  from  each  other,  so 
that  he  gives  his  supervision  to  all  of  them. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  a 
member  of  a  family  that  was  founded  within 
its  borders  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

George  Henry  Merrills  was  born  in  Not- 
tingham, Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  15th 
of  October.  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Lucy  M.  (Taft)  Merrills,  both  natives 
of  the  state  of  New  York.  Nathaniel  Mer- 
rills was  born  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  and 
there  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade.  In  1836 
he  came  to  Ohio  and  for  many  years  he  con- 
ducted a  cooper  shop  in  the  village  of  Not- 
tingham. Cuyahoga  county,  where  he  main- 
tained his  home  about  twenty  years.  He  then 
removed  to  Geauga  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  time,  after 
which  he  located  in  Painesville,  the  county 
seat  of  Lake  county,  where  he  was  associated 
in  the  ooeration  of  a  cooper  shop  for  three 
years.  Thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Euclid  township.  Cuyahoga  county,  for 
several  years,  and  he  met  his  death  by  falling 
down  an  elevator  shaft,  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, where  he  died  in  a  hospital,  in  1888, 
when  about  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  His 
wife  preceded  him  to  eternal  rest  and  her 
death  occurred  in  Geauga  county.  They  were 
folk   of    sterling   attributes   of   character   and 
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ever  held  the  esteem  of  those  with  whom  they 
came  in  contact  in  the  various  relations  of 
life. 

George  Henry  Merrills,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  received  a  common  school 
education  and  remained  at  the  parental  home, 
assisting  his  father  in  his  various  business 
operations,  until  his  marriage,  on  November 
14,  1868,  when  was  celebrated  his  union  to 
Miss  Adelaide  White,  daughter  of  Cyphron 
S.  and  Rosanna  (Wirt)  White,  of  Euclid, 
Cuyahoga  county.  Six  years  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Merrills  located  on  his  present 
homestead  farm,  and  the  place  comprises 
twenty-three  acres,  adjoining  and  within  the 
village  of  Wickliffe,  Lake  county,  besides 
which  he  owns  twenty-eight  and  one-half  acres 
in  Willoughby  township,  Lake  county,  and 
thirty-one  acres  in  another  part  of  Lake 
county,  and  104  acres  at  Willoughby  Center. 
He  is  one  of  the  popular  and  honored  citizens 
of  Wickliffe  township,  and  this  fact  is  indi- 
cated in  his  having  held  for  eleven  consecu- 
tive years  the  office  of  township  trustee.  He 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  and 
policies  of  the  Republican  party  and  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Disciples  church.  He  has 
six  children, — Cyphron  G.,  Leo,  Rose,  Budd 
N.,  Ruth  Ida  and  Charles. 

Leo  Merrills,  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
of  the  children  of  George  H.  and  Adelaide 
(White)  Merrills,  was  born  in  Willoughby 
township.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  October  15, 
1872,  and  he  was  reared  to  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  on  the  home  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  parents,  in  the  meanwhile  duly  availing 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  locality.  Thereafter  he  became  a  clerk 
in  a  general  store,  after  leaving  which  he 
returned  to  the  parental  home  and  assisted 
his  father  in  farming  operations  until  his 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years. 
He  then  settled  on  his  present  attractive  little 
homestead  of  twelve  acres,  in  Wickliffe,  Lake 
county,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  same  he  also  has  charge  of  the  operation 
of  an  adjoining  tract  of  twenty-eight  and  one- 
half  acres.  On  his  home  place  Mr.  Merrills 
has  erected  a  substantial  residence  and  also 
a  good  barn,  and  the  home  is  one  of  the  at- 
tractive places  of  this  part  of  the  county.  Leo 
Merrills  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
the  Republican  party  and  is  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  road  supervisor,  in  which  connection 


the  district  under  his  supervision  extends  from 
the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Ridge  road. 

On  February  5,  1896,  Leo  Merrills  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Flora  Daus,  who 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland  and  reared 
in  Willoughby  township,  Lake  county.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  August  and  Minnie  Daus,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  1900  and  the  latter 
of  whom  still  resides  on  the  home  farm  in 
Willoughby  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mer- 
rills have  two  winsome  little  daughters, — Elsie 
and  Ethel. 

Thomas  M.  Griffith. — The  name  of 
Thomas  M.  Griffith  is  recorded  on  both  the 
pages  of  the  business  and  official  history  of 
Ravenna  and  Portage  county,  but  he  is  a  na- 
tive son  of  Wales,  born  there  February  16, 
1855,  to  Griffith  and  Ann  (Thomas)  Griffith, 
also  from  Wales.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Moses 
Griffith  and  Louis  Thomas.  Coming  from  his 
native  land  to  the  United  States,  Griffith  Grif- 
fith located  in  Hubbard,  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  in  May,  1870,  and  his  family  of  wife 
and  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, joined  him  there  in  the  following  Sep- 
tember. He  was  a  Baptist  minister,  a  good 
and  pious  man,  and  his  death  occurred  on  the 
31st  of  October,  1872.  In  1880  his  widow 
removed  to  Palmyra,  Ohio,  where  she  passed 
away  in  August  of  1892,  after  becoming  the 
mother  of  five  children :  Catherine,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  Perry,  and  both  are  now 
deceased ;  Mary,  who  married  William  Pros- 
ser,  and  they  are  also  deceased ;  Thomas  M., 
who  is  mentioned  below ;  Martha,  the  widow 
of  Reese  M.  Reese  and  a  resident  of  Monon- 
gahela,  Pennsylvania;  and  Daniel  M.,  de- 
ceased. 

Thomas  M.  Griffith  obtained  his  educational 
training  under  the  able  instructions  of  his  re- 
vered mother,  and  as  a  boy  of  eight  he  began 
working  in  the  coal  mines  of  Wales.  After 
the  establishment  of  the  family  home  in  Hub- 
bard, Ohio,  he  worked  at  the  same  occupation 
there  for  nine  years,  and  then  going  to  Pal- 
myra, this  state,  he  was  a  miner  there  until 
coming  to  Ravenna  in  1889.  During  the  first 
eight  years  of  his  residence  in  this  city  he  was 
employed  in  a  planing  mill,  after  which  for 
several  years  he  was  an  employe  in  a  chair 
factory,  and  he  then  entered  upon  his  present 
connection  with  the  H.  W.  Riddle  Hearse 
Company.  As  a  representative  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  served  two  years  as  the  assessor 
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of  Ravenna  township,  and  since  his  election  in 
1904  he  has  served  as  the  city  and  township 
treasurer.  His  fraternal  relations  connect  him 
with  Unity  Lodge,  No.  12,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Ravenna,  and  with  Diamond  Lodge,  No.  136, 
K.  of  P.,  of  Palmyra,  Ohio. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1882,  Mr.  Griffith  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Ellen  Williams,  from 
Palmyra,  but  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Davis)  Williams,  were  from  Wales.  They 
were  married,  however,  in  Palmyra,  the  father 
having  located  in  that  city  when  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  he  was  a  wagon-maker  there.  One 
daughter  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grif- 
fith, Clara  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Hin- 
man  and  a  resident  of  Palmyra. 

George  John  Record. — In  prefacing  the 
personal  and  family  history  of  this  citizen  of 
Conneaut,  it  is  well  to  state  the  important 
achievements  of  his  career  and  their  results 
and  influence  in  the  material  progress  and  the 
social  welfare  of  this  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  As  Mr.  Record  himself  says,  his  life 
has  been  one  of  intense  activity,  first  as  a 
merchant  and  then  as  manufacturer.  As  both 
an  originator  and  organizer  he  belongs  well 
to  the  front  in  the  history  of  American  indus- 
try. He  was  the  first  manufacturer  of  bright 
tin  plate  under  the  McKinley  tariff  in  the 
United  States,  but  this  was  only  a  department 
and  incidental  to  the  main  activities  of  his  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  butter  packages,  cans 
and  a  large  line  of  this  class  of  goods,  and 
when  he  sold  his  manufacturing  plant  in  1901 
to  the  chief  corporation  controlling  that  in- 
dustry, he  had  gained  the  success  that  consists 
in  practical  achievement  in  a  large  sphere  and 
in  the  financial  rewards  which  go  with  such 
achievement. 

His  subsequent  career  has  as  its  chief  fea- 
ture the  devoted  love  of  a  father  for  a  child 
whom  death  has  taken,  and  the  means  he  has 
taken  to  memorialize  and  perpetuate  the  beauty 
and  worth  of  her  character  for  the  lasting 
benefit  of  the  people  among  whom  her  life  was 
passed. 

In  the  May  Record  Findley  Memorial 
Chapel,  which  was  dedicated  at  Conneaut,  June 
20.  1909,  are  combined  in  beautiful  form  a 
tribute  to  human  character  and  faith  in  its 
immortality,  together  with  the  practical  spirit 
of  the  modern  age  which  makes  usefulness  the 
test  of  its  monuments.  The  chapel,  with  its 
dignified  English  Gothic  lines,  its  tower  with 
bell   chimes,   is  constructed  of   New   Bedford 


stone,  the  interior  lined  with  marble  and  with 
bronze  doors,  and  contains  an  auditorium  seat- 
ing 700,  with  an  elegant  organ,  besides  read- 
ing rooms  and  gymnasium.  With  the  First 
Congregational  church  of  Conneaut  as  custo- 
dian, the  chapel  is  to  "be  used  for  religious  and 
educational  purposes  and  the  enjoyment  of 
social  privileges  and  physical  culture."  From 
the  foundation  to  the  belfry,  from  the  furnish- 
ings of  the  chapel  to  the  equipment  of  the 
ladies'  reception  rooms  and  reading  rooms,  in- 
cluding the  books,  periodicals .  and  all  other 
supplies;  Mr.  Record  received  not  a  dollar 
from  the  church  or  congregation  or  people  that 
are  now  custodians  of  the  memorial. 

The  history  of  this  branch^  of  the  Record 
family  in  America  begins  with- John  Record, 
who,  with  his  brother  Daniel,  emigrated  from 
England  about  1740  and  settled  in  the  Rhode 
Island  colony.  His  wife's  name  was  Deborah, 
and  their  children  were  Whitman,  Daniel, 
Nancy  and  John,  Jr. 

John  Record,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  about  1750,  afterward  settled  in  Stan- 
fordville,  near  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  He 
married,  at  Kingstown,  Rhode  .Island,  October 
14,  1773,  Mary  Donwell,  of  German  parentage. 
They  had  thirteen  children  :  John  (3d),  James; 
William,  Whitman,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Shepard, 
Augustus,  Deborah,  Valentine,  Mary,  Israel 
and  Seth.  This  verse  written  on  the  first  page 
of  his  family-bible  gives  the  key  to  his  history 
and  character: 

John  Record  Junior  is  my  name, 

And  English  is  my  nation, 
Poughkeepsie  is  my  dwelling  place, 

And  Christ  is  my  salvation. 

Seth  Record  was  born  in  Stanfordville,  May 
18,  1801,  moved  to  Chautauqua  county,  New 
York,  and  married,  in  the  town  of  Sherman. 
October  27,  1831,  Ellidia  Yale.  She  was  born, 
of  Welsh  and  Irish  parentage,  in  Unadilla, 
New  York,  May  22,  181 2,  a  daughter  of  Ne- 
hemiah  and  Ruth  Spencer  Yale.  Seth  and 
Ellidia  Record  had  the  following  children  :  Otis 
Skinner,  born  June  30,  1833;  Frances  Jennett, 
October  7,  1835;  Phebe,  November  1,  1837; 
George  John,  August  22,  1839;  Jane  Ann,  July 
11,  1845;  Elma,  January  13,  1849.  The  first 
two  were  born  in  the  town  of  Sherman,  and 
the  others  at  Hanover,  whither  the  parents  had 
moved. 

George  John  Record  was  reared  on  the  farm 
of  his  father,  who  was  also  engaged  in  the 
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woolen  and  sawmill  industries.  After  an  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  Fredonia 
College,  he  began  to  read  medicine,  but  for- 
tunately gave  up  his  intention  of  entering  that 
profession.  He  took  a  position  in  a  drug  store 
as  clerk  at  six  dollars  a  month,  and  for  six 
months  worked  at  this  wage  and  boarded  him- 
self, but  for  the  following  six  months  received 
twelve  dollars  a  month  and  board.  After- 
ward, as  road  salesman  for  a  Buffalo  company, 
he  sold,  marble  a  year  and  a  half.  Then  a 
patent  stove-pipe  elbow  manufactured  by  D. 
Pierce,  of  North  East,  Pennsylvania,  was  sold 
by  him  in  the  west,  and  he  was  so  successful 
during  the  years  i860  and  1861  that  Mr.  Pierce 
took  him  into  partnership,  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  in  the  general  hardware  business  at  Erie 
three  years,  and  in  1867  moved  to  Conneaut. 
Mr.  Record  was  a  hardware  merchant  at 
Conneaut  until  1882.  During  this  time  he  had 
made  some  beginnings  in  manufacturing,  and 
finally  turned  all  his  attention  in  this  direction. 
In  his  hardware  shop  he  began  in  a  small  way 
the  making  of  an  improved  tin-lined  butter 
package,  employing  one  man  for  the  work. 
He  later  took  in  Hiram  Judson  and  son,  and 
they  started  manufacturing  under  the  name  of 
Record,  Judson  &  Company.  After  a  year  and 
a  half  the  business  snowed  a  loss  of  about 
$1,200,  but  he  retained  his  faith  in  what  they 
were  making,  and  agreed  to  buy  his  partners' 
interest.  He  continued  the  manufacturing 
business  alone  under  the  name  of  Record  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  and  in  1882  he  built  a 
factory.  Among  the  articles  on  which  he  had 
patents  and  which  were  made  in  the  factory 
were  tin-lined  butter  packages,  shipping  cans, 
and  cans  of  different  kinds,  sap  spouts,  pails 
and  sugar-makers'  supplies.  His  business  was 
developed  to  large  proportions,  and  the  char- 
acter of  his  products  possessed  a  reputation 
which  was  associated  with  the  name  of  the 
manufacturer  throughout  the  United  States. 
His  force  of  employes,  when  he  opened  the 
factory  in  1882,  was  twelve,  and  had  increased 
to  200  in  1901,  when  he  sold  the  plant  to  the 
American  Can  Company.  He  also  sold  to  this 
company  twenty-eight  patent  rights  on  his  own 
inventions. 

Mr.  Record  became  a  manufacturer  of 
bright  tin  plate  because  he  required  such  a 
large  amount  of  this  material  of  superior  qual- 
ity in  his  own  factory.  He  was  using  about 
2,000  boxes  of  tin  plate  a  month.  When  the 
McKinley  tariff   if  $'  20  a  box  was  placed  on 


this  material,  it  not  only  encouraged  home 
manufacture,  but  made  such  manufacture  al- 
most a  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the 
business.  As  a  result  he  was  the  first  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  of  the  bright  tin  plate,  his 
factory  for  this  product  being  put  up  in  1891 
as  an  addition  to  his  large  manufactory.  The 
plate  was  rolled  at  Irondale,  Ohio,  and  tinned 
in  the  Record  plant,  Welshmen  and  Welsh 
machinery  having  been  imported  to  do  this 
work.  A  cyclone  taking  off  the  roof  of  the 
factory  delayed  the  manufacture,  so  that  the 
first  plates  were  not  made  until  the  last  day 
of  February,  1892.  The  home  consumption 
was  between  one  and  two  thousand  boxes  a 
month,  and  the  rest  of  the  output  was  easily 
disposed  of  among  northern  manufacturers. 
Mr.  Record  continued  the  tin  plate  works  until 
1901,  when  he  sold  the  entire  plant  to  the 
American  Can  Company,  and  remained  a  year 
and  a  half  as  manager  of  his  branch  of  the 
industry. 

Mr.  Record  and  his  family  have  for  many 
years  been  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  for  the  past  five  years  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  of  the 
First  Congregational  church  of  Conneaut. 

Mr.  Record  was  married  November  29, 
1865,  in  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county,  to  Mary 
Josephen  Chapel.  Her  father  was  Joseph 
Chapel  and  her  mother  Calista  (Morse)  Cha- 
pel, of  the  family  of  that  name  in  Syracuse, 
New  York.  Mrs.  Record  was  born  October 
7,  1846,  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  Of  Mrs.  George 
J.  Record  little  is  known  as  to  the  genealogy 
of  her  family.  She  has  always  co-operated 
with  her  husband  in  his*  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  Christ  and  the  character  of  their  daughter 
was  molded  under  constant  influence  of  Chris- 
tian faith.  In  her  sparkling  vivacity  and  pene- 
tration of  mind,  and  in  many  other  ways  easily 
perceived  by  intimate  acquaintances,  the 
mother's  share  in  her  natural  endowment  was 
manifest. 

May  Ellidia  Record,  the  only  child  of  George 
J.  and  Mary  J.  Record,  was  born  in  Conneaut, 
November  2.  1868,  and  died  January  18,  1905. 
She  was  married,  November  2,  1890,  to  Walter 
T.  Findley.  Mrs.  Findley  was  a  woman  of 
more  than  usual  capacities  and  character.  In 
her  girlhood  she  had  attended  the  Conneaut 
public  schools  and  completed  her  education  in 
the  Spencerian  Business  College  at  Cleveland 
and  the  Lake  Erie  Female  Seminary  at  Paines- 
ville.  The  interest  which  she  displayed  in 
routine  scholarship  she  also  carried  into  every- 
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day  life,  and  was  always  in  sympathetic  touch 
with  the  esthetic  and  moral  influences  of  mod- 
ern life.  Her  appreciation  of  literature,  music 
and  all  that  is  beautiful  and  good  was  an  essen- 
tial part  of  her  character,  and,  while  she  kept 
her  health,  drew  her  into  many  circles  of  study 
and  activity  in  these  matters. 

However,  her  life's  highest  development  was 
reached  in  her  religion.  She  belonged  to  the 
active  membership  of  the  church  from  the  age 
of  twenty,  and  was  associated  with  all  its  char- 
itable and  social  affairs.  She  taught  in  the 
Sunday  school,  she  gave  her  time  and  energy 
to  the  promotion  of  the  other  church  organiza- 
tions. Religion  was  no  superficial  or  incidental 
part  of  her  life,  but  as  health  departed  became 
her  highest  resource,  from  which  she  drew 
courage  and  cheerfulness  to  meet  the  extreme 
passion. 

Through  these  elements  of  character  Mrs. 
Findley  was  made  the  possessor  of  hosts  of 
friends.  There  were  many  whose  affection  had 
been  won  in  childhood,  and  in  later  years, 
where  she  traveled  and  where  she  lived,  friends 
came  whose  loyalty  never  ceased. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  influences  of  such 
a  life,  so  far  as  that  is  possible,  her  father  and 
mother  planned  the  May  Record  Findley  Me- 
morial, and  Mr.  Record  has  given  a  large  part 
of  four  years  to  the  details  of  construction  of 
this  edifice.  The  cornerstone  was  laid  June  9, 
1907,  in  the  presence  of  the  Congregational 
church  members  and  Sunday  school,  and  the 
chapel  was  dedicated  June  20,  1909. 

May  Record  Findley  Memorial  Chapel. 
— Size  of  building,  ninety  feet  by  fifty-four 
feet.  Height  of  tower,  seventy-six  feet.  Built 
of  New  Bedford  Oolitic  stone,  exterior,  and 
interior  lined  throughout  with  marble.  Bronze 
front  doors.  The  walls  are  set  with  mortar  of 
unusual  strength,  used  freely  to  create  a  solid 
bed  for  every  brick  and  stone.  The  interior, 
of  choicest  Vermont  marble,  of  rare  beauty, 
serves  to  displace  a  large  amount  of  inflam- 
mable woodwork.  The  plaster  of  walls  and 
ceilings  is  laid  upon  hollow  brick  or  iron  lath, 
and  the  main  floors  are  protected  by  a  heavy 
layer  of  mineral  wool,  making,  the  spread  of 
fire  most  unlikely.  The  floor  surface  is  of  com- 
pressed cork,  half  an  inch  thick,  non-combus- 
tible, sanitary,  enduring,  soft  and  grateful  to 
eye  and  ear.  The  roof  is  of  nine-fold  asphalt 
paper,  covered  with  slate  embedded  in  asphalt. 
The  windows  are  of  soft  and  rich  opalescent 
glass.    Two  figure  windows  represent  the  "An- 


nunciation" and  the  "Three  women  and  the 
Angel  at  the  Vacant  Tomb,"  after  a  painting 
by  Plockhorst.  The  impressive  and  finely  pro- 
portioned tower  has  a  set  of  tubular  chimes, 
of  twenty  bells,  the  largest  set  of  this  type 
which  has  been  installed  in  the  United  States. 
There  is  a  pipe  organ,  of  large  range,  rich  ma- 
hogany woodwork,  plain  gold-leaf  decoration, 
and  the  best  quality  of  material  and  workman- 
ship. 

The  auditorium  differs  from  most  similar 
structures  in  having  the  gallery  constructed 
with  rising  tiers,  so  as  to  give  a  full  view  of 
the  platform  from  every  point.  The  chair 
seats  are  upholstered  and  unusually  comforta- 
ble. Rolling,  partitions  are  arranged  to  pro- 
vide for  Sunday  school  class  rooms,  without 
in  any  degree  obstructing  the  auditorium.  The 
Sunday  school  is  not  removed  to  inferior  quar- 
ters, but  has  the  same  beautiful  appointments 
as  the  church,  and  at  the  same  time  has  its 
special  needs  provided  for.  A  pastor's  study 
and  a  ladies'  parlor  are  two  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive rooms  in  the  building.  The  most  approved 
system  of  steam  heating,  automatic  gas  water 
heater  for  the  baths,  and  a  double  system  of 
lighting  by  gas  and  electricity,  are  practical 
parts  of  the  equipment  to  which  the  most  care- 
ful attention  has  been  given.  In  the  lower 
story  is  a  commodious  gymnasium,  with  mar- 
ble-finished shower  baths  for  men  and  women. 
There  is  also  a  large  reading  room,  marble 
wainscoating,  art  marble  floor  and  mahogany 
furniture,  furnished  with  current  literature  and 
an  ample  and  well  selected  library.  In  this 
reading  room  is  set  a  marble  case  with  bronze 
frame  glass  doors,  in  which  is  enclosed  the 
old  family  Bible  of  John  Record,  Jr.,  printed 
in  1806,  thirteen  by  seventeen  inches  in  size, 
over  which  case  hangs  the  portrait  of  Mrs. 
May  Ellidia  Record  Findley,  in  memory  of 
whom  the  Memorial  is  erected. 

Walter  Thorxtox  Fixdley  was  born  in 
Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1865. 
He  belongs  to  a  pioneer  family  of  western 
Pennsylvania,  the  name  being  prominent  in 
local  history  from  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century.  His  grandfather,  Samuel,  was  a  pio- 
neer minister  who  for  many  years  rode  circuit 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio. 

Rev.  John  R.  Findley,  father  of  Walter  T., 
was  born  in  Antrim,  Ohio,  in  1827,  and  was 
one  of  the  prominent  ministers  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  was  for  twelve  years  min- 
ister at  Conneaut.  and  identified  himself  with 
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church  and  town  in  such  a  way  that  his  career 
is  part  of  the  history  of  that  community.  He 
died  in  Conneaut  in  1907.  He  married  Mary 
Rutherford,  a  native  of  Pittsburg,  and  they 
had  five  children,  all  of  them  born  in  Mercer 
county,  namely :  Elizabeth,  a  resident  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania ;  Samuel  R.,  a  resident  of  Con- 
neaut ;  Gertrude  M.,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Close,  of  Con- 
neaut; Walter  T.,  of  Cleveland;  and  Anna 
Bell,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 

The  father  was  in  the  ministry  at  Mercer, 
Pennsylvania,  from  1857  t0  I874,  and  at  Rock 
Island,  Illinois,  from  1874  for  five  years.  He 
then  moved  to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and 
from  there  to  Conneaut.  The  son  Walter  com- 
pleted his  early  schooling  at  Rock  Island,  and 
at  Bradford  became  a  reporter  for  a  news- 
paper. On  coming  to  Conneaut  he  became 
editor  of  the  Herald,  and  was  in  that  position 
until  he  became  associated  with  the  manufac- 
turing business  of  Mr.  Record.  After  the  sale, 
in  1901,  of  the  tin-plate  works  to  the  American 
Can  Company,  he  became  state  manager  for 
the  corporation,  with  office  at  Cleveland.  His 
marriage  to  May  Ellidia  Record  in  1890  is 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Henry  White  Tyler  is  one  of  the  vener- 
able and  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Garretts- 
ville.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Portage  county, 
a  scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  fami- 
lies of  the  Western  Reserve,  has  lived  from 
the  time  of  his  birth  in  Portage  county,  and 
has  contributed  his  quota  to  its  development 
and  material  upbuilding.  For  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  he  was  the  leading  contractor 
and  builder  of  Garrettsville,  and  in  this  com- 
munity are  many  splendid  monuments  to  his 
skill  in  his  chosen  vocation.  After  a  business 
career  of  signal  activity  and  usefulness,  at- 
tended with  its  clue  complement  of  success,  he 
is  now  living  virtually  retired,  favored  with 
an  attractive  home  and  its  attendant  comforts 
and  surrounded  by  a  host  of  friends,  tried  and 
true,  so  that  he  may  well  feel,  as  the  shadows 
of  his  life  tjegin  to  lengthen,  that  his  "lines 
are  cast  in  pleasant  places." 

Henry  White  Tyler  was  born  in  Hiram 
township.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Calvin  and 
Emma  (White)  Tyler,  both  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  the  respective  fami- 
lies were  founded  in  an  early  day.  Calvin  Ty- 
ler was  reared  and  educated  in  the  old  Empire 
state  of  the  Union,  where  he  remained  until 
after  his  marriage  and  whence  he  immigrated 


to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1832.  He  located 
in  Hiram  township.  Portage  county,  where  he 
secured  a  tract  of  land  from  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, whose  holding  of  its  possessions  in 
Ohio  gave  title  to  the  Western  Reserve.  The 
deed  to  the  property  was  given  to  him  by  the 
duly  constituted  authorities  of  Connecticut. 
The  land  was  still  practically  unreclaimed 
from  the  virgin  forest,  so  that  upon  him  de- 
volved the  strenuous  and  protracted  labors 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  other  sturdy  pioneers 
in  this  now  opulent  and  favored  section  of 
Ohio.  He  developed  one  of  the  valuable 
farms  of  Portage  county  and  continued  to  re- 
side on  the  old  homestead,  one  of  the  honored 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  until 
1872,  when  he  went  with  his  wife  to  Rouseville, 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  in  the  home  of  their  son,  Dr. 
W.  C.  Tyler.  Calvin  Tyler  was  to  transcend 
the  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten.  allotted 
by  the  psalmist,  since  he  was  about  ninety-four 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise — a  verit- 
able patriarch  in  a  goodly  land.  He  was  a  son 
of  Hiel  Tyler,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  the 
state  of  New  York  and  who  was  a  representa- 
tive of  a  sterling  family  founded  in  New  Eng- 
land in  the  colonial  epoch.  The  family  is  of 
staunch  English  origin. 

Mrs.  Emma  (White)  Tyler  was  born  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  of  New  York,  where 
she  was  reared  and  where  her  marriage  to 
Calvin  Tyler  was  solemnized.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  White,  who  likewise  was 
a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life.  She  was  about  eighty- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  and 
passed  away  in  the  secure  Christian  faith 
through  which  her  life  had  ever  been  guided 
and  governed.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
devout  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  the 
oldest  daughter,  Matilda,  who  became  the  wife 
of  L.  A.  Burroughs,  and  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  year-;.  Henry  W..  of  this  re- 
view, who  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  the 
only  one  who  still  resides  in  Portage  county. 

Henry  W.  Tyler  reverts  with  pleasing  mem- 
ories to  his  boyhood  days  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  which  was  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
there  he  was  reared  to  years  of  maturity,  in 
the  meanwhile  availing  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  of  what  may  be 
termed  the  middle-pioneer  epoch  in  this  section 
of  the  state.     He  thus  attended  the  primitive 
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district  school  during  the  winter  terms  and 
through  the  summer  seasons  gave  his  aid  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm,  where  he  waxed 
strong,  in  mind  and  body  under  the  sturdy  dis- 
cipline involved.  He  continued  to  be  associated 
in  the  work  and  management  of  the  farm  until 
he  had  attained  to  his  legal  majority,  when  he 
entered  upon  an  apprenticement  to  the  trade 
of  carpenter,  serving  the  full  term  and  becom- 
ing a  skilled  artisan  and  master  builder.  Thus 
admirably  qualified  for  his  chosen  vocation  it 
is  not  difficult  to  realize  that  his  ability,  coupled 
with  energy,  ambition  and  sterling  integrity  of 
purpose,  soon  gained  to  him  definite  prestige 
and  success.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  Gar- 
rettsville  in  1864,  and  no  other  man  has  con- 
tributed in  so  large  measure  to  the  upbuilding 
of  this  village  as  he,  for  it  is  a  matter  of  record 
that  he  has  here  erected  more  buildings  than 
has  any  other  carpenter  or  contractor  who  has 
ever  been  engaged  in  business  in  the  village. 
He  continued  to  be  actively  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  1891,  since  which 
time  he  has  lived  retired  in  his  fine  homestead, 
which  was  erected  by  him  and  which  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  Windham  street,  being  one  of 
the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  village.  Not 
only  has  Mr.  Tyler  thus  aided  in  the  advance- 
ment of  his  home  town  through  his  specific 
labors  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  but  he  has 
also  shown  the  public  spirit  and  progressive 
ideas  which  ever  prove  potent  in  furthering 
civic  advancement.  All  worthy  measures  for 
the  general  good  of  the  community  have  re- 
ceived his  support  and  co-operation  and  he  has 
viewed  with  much  gratification  the  various 
stages  of  the  development  of  Garrettsville  from 
an  obscure  hamlet  to  the  status  of  an  attractive 
and  thriving  little  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tyler  has  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  from  the  time  of  its 
organization,  as  he  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  its  first  presidential  candidate,  General 
John  C.  Fremont,  and  since  that  time  each 
successive  election  has  witnessed  his  deposition 
of  a  ballot  in  support  of  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  the  presidency,  while  in  state  and  local 
affairs  he  is  always  found  arrayed  in  support 
of  the  party  principles.  He  and  his  wife  are 
most  zealous  and  devoted  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  have  been  active  in  all 
departments  of  its  work  in  their  home  village. 
He  served  many  years  as  a  memberof  the  board, 
of  trustees  of  his  church  and  in  the  same  has 
held  other  official  preferments.  In  the  connec- 
tion it  may  be  stated  that  he  erected  the  Con- 


gregational church  edifice,  besides  two  of  the 
other  three  church  buildings  in  Garrettsville, 
where  many  of  the  best  residences  also  stand 
in  evidence  of  his  ability  and  effective  labors 
in  past  years. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  i860,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Tyler  to  Miss  Jane 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Nelson  township, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  July  7,  1836,  and  who 
is  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Sarah  Ann  (Paine) 
Clark,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut and  the  latter  in  the  state  of  New 
York.  Silas  Clark  was  about  six  years  of  age 
at  the  time  that  his  father,  Wells  Clark,  re- 
moved with  his  family  from  Connecticut,  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  where  he  numbered  himself 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Nelson  township, 
Portage  county,  and  where  he  reclaimed  a  farm 
and  passed^  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Silas 
Clark  became  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
and  influential  citizens  of  the  same  township, 
where  he  was  reared  to  maturity  and  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  death, 
in  the  fulness  of  years  and  well  earned  honors. 
His  wife  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  whence  she  came  to  Portage 
county  when  a  young  woman,  for  the  purpose 
of  engaging  as  a  teacher  in  the  local  schools. 
She  was  thus  employed,  in  Nelson  township, 
until  Silas  Clark  prevailed  upon  her  to  abandon 
the  pedagogic  profession  and  become  his  wife. 
Their  married  life  was  one  of  mutual  affection 
and  helpfulness  and  was  idyllic  in  character 
during,  the  long  years  of  their  companionship. 
Mr.  Clark  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years, 
and  his  wife  long  survived  him,  passing  away 
at  the  exceptionally  venerable  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  and  of  this  number, 
three  are  now  living.  The  parents  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  their  lives  counted  for  good  in  all  relations. 

Mrs.  Tyler  was  reared  and  educated  in  Nel- 
son township,  and  that  she  made  good  use  of 
her  opportunities  is  evident  when  we  revert 
to  the  fact  that  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
she  became  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools. 
She  continued  in  this  vocation  for  eight  years 
and  was  one  of  the  successful  and  popular 
teachers  in  her  native  county  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  have  one 
daughter,  Mvrta.  who  is  an  expert  stenogra- 
pher and  who  is  employed  as  such  in  the  office 
of  A.  S.  Cole,  engaged  in  the  law  business  in 
the  city  of  Ravenna,  the  capital  of  Portage 
county. 
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Ransom  Kennedy. — There  is  all  of  consis- 
tency in  according  in  this  publication  a  tribute 
to  'the  sterling  citizen  and  honored  pioneer 
whose  name  introduces  this  article.  He  was 
long  identified  with  lake  marine  affairs,  in 
which  connection  he  was  the  owner  of  vessels 
and  active  master  of  one  or  more,  and  later  he 
became  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
village  of  Willoughby,  Lake  county,  where  the 
enterprise  of  which  he  was  the  founder  is  still 
continued,  his  son  Hiram  F.,  being  one  of  the 
two  interested  principals  in  the  same. 

Ransom  Kennedy  was  born  at  Parkman, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1820,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Willoughby  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1887.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  in  Geauga  county,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death;  his  wife  was  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 
Ransom  Kennedy  passed  virtually  his  entire 
life  in  the  Western  Reserve  and  to  its  pioneer 
schools  he  was  indebted  for  his  early  educa- 
tional training.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the 
dual  trade  of  carpenter  and  millwright,  and 
he  eventually  became  a  successful  ship  builder, 
having  constructed  the  "J.  C.  Hills"  and  also 
the  "H.  G.  Williams"  at  Fairport  Harbor,  Lake 
(County.  He  sailed  as  master  of  the  latter  vessel 
and  was  familiarly  known  as  Captain  Kennedy. 
He  also  purchased  the  "Saginaw,"  Of  which  he 
was  master.  In  1848  he  settled  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  in  Willoughby  township,  and  there 
he  developed  a  valuable  farm  while  still  ac- 
tively identified  with  lake-navigation  interests. 
On  the  17th  of  June,  1850,  the  steamer  "Grif- 
fith" was  wrecked  off  the  coast  near  his  home 
and  he  saved  several  lives  at  the  time  of  this 
disaster,  as  he  did  later  on  the  occasion  of  those 
of  minor  order.  He  continued  as  a  vessel 
owner  and  master  about  twenty  years  and  he 
then,  in  1865,  removed  from  his  farm  to  the 
village  of  Willoughby,  where  he  opened  a  tin 
and  grocery  store.  In  1870  he  established  a 
general  hardware  store,  in  the  conducting  of 
which  he  associated  himself  with  his  son  Hiram 
F.,  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  Kennedy  &  Son. 
He  continued  to  be  actively  identified  with  this 
flourishing  business  until  his  death,  since  which 
time  it  has  been  continued  under  the  firm  name 
of  Kennedy  &  Rockafellow.  Of  this  firm  Hiram 
F.  Kennedy  is  now  the  senior  member.  The 
original  store  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1882. 
and  within  a  short  time  the  present  substantial 
brick  structure  was  erected.  The  same  is  two 
stories    in    height,    and   the   main   building   is 


twenty-five  by  eighty  feet  in  dimensions.  Back 
of  this  is  a  warehouse,  twenty  by  seventy  feet 
in  dimensions  and  two  stories  in  height.  The 
entire  building  is  demanded  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  extensive  business  controlled 
by  the  firm.  All  kinds  of  heavy  and  shelf 
hardware  are  handled  and  a  first-class  plumb- 
ing department  has  been  added  to  the  establish- 
ment. The  stock  carried  represents  an  invest- 
ment of  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars  and  the 
annual  trade  has  reached  the  noteworthy  ag- 
gregate of  fully  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  a  man  of  sterling  charac- 
ter and  marked  business  acumen.  As  a  citizen 
he  was  essentially  public  spirited  and  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  local  affairs.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  his  political  proclivities  and  he 
served  in  various  local  offices  of  trust,  includ- 
ing that  of  township  trustee,  as  well  as  that 
of  member  of  the  village  council  of  Willough- 
by. His  wife  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Christian  or  Disciples'  church  and  he  accorded 
to  the  same  a  liberal  support. 

When  about  twenty  years  of  age  Ransom 
Kennedy  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura 
White,  daughter  of  Joseph  White,  an  early 
settler  of  the  village  of  Willoughby.  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedy was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  the 
year  1882,  and  of  their  children  brief  record 
is  here  given :  Hiram  F.,  the  eldest  is  made  the 
subject  of  more  specific  mention  in  following 
paragraphs ;  Helen  M.,  is  a  teacher  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota ;  Joseph  W.,  resides  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  is  treasurer  and  purchasing 
agent  for  the  New  York  Steam  Heating  Com- 
pany ;  James  L.,  is  a  successful  merchant  at 
Weeping  Water.  Nebraska:  Clara  M.,  is  the 
•  wife  of  U.  M.  Thomas,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia ;  Bertha  E.,  is  the  wife  of  James  T. 
Ingersoll,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota ;  and  Ransom 
S.  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 

Hiram  F.  Kennedy  was  born  in  Mayfield, 
township,  Cuyahoga  county.  Ohio,  on  the  14th 
of  January.  1847.  an^  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  in  the  preceding  context.  He  continued 
to  be  associated  with  his  father  in  his  farming 
and  navigation  interests  for  fourteen  years  and 
for  some  time  he  held  the  position  of  first 
mate  of  the  "Saginaw,"  a  vessel  owned  by  his 
father,  as  already  noted.  Of  his  connection 
with  the  fine  business  enterprise  in  the  village 
of  Willoughby  mention  has  been  made,  and  it 
is  largely  due  to  his  energy  and  administra- 
tive ability  that  the  firm  now  controls  so  large 
and    substantial   a  trade.     He  is  one  of  the 
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popular  citizens  and  representative  business 
men  of  Lake  county,  and  he  has  ever  stood 
ready  to  contribute  to  all  enterprises  and  mea- 
sures tending  to  conserve  the  general  welfare 
and  progress  of  his  home  town  and  county. 
He  was  treasurer  of  Willoughby  township  for 
a  period  of  ten  years,  served  nine  years  as  a 
member  of  the  village  council  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  village  board  of  public  affairs  about 
six  years.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  health  of  Willoughby  and  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Andrews  Institute  for  Girls,  at 
Willoughby,  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  Republican  party  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  local 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  his  wife  holds 
membership. 

In  the  Alasonic  fraternity  Mr.  Kennedy  has 
attained  to  the  32d  degree  in  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  branch  he 
is  identified  with  the  consistory  of  the  valley 
of  Cleveland.  He  is  pastmaster  of  Willoughby 
Lodge,  No.  302,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
past  high  priest  of  Painesville  Chapter,  No.  46, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Painesville ;  and  past 
eminent  commander  of  Eagle  Commandery, 
No.  29,  Knights  Templars,  in  the  same  city. 
He  also  holds  membership  in  Al  Koran  Tem- 
ple, Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  has  served  as 
representative  in  the  grand  lodge,  chapter  and 
commandery,  and  is  past  worthy  patron  of 
Willoughby  Chapter,  No.  202,  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  with  which  Mrs.  Kennedy  also 
is  identified. 

In  the  year  1878  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Hiram  F.  Kennedy  to  Miss  Annah 
Rockafellow,  who  was  born  at  Kirtland,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Howell 
and  Chloe  (Parks)  Rockafellow,  both  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  have  no 
children  but  they  have  reared  in  their  home 
the  latter's  niece.  Miss  Delia  Wightman.  The 
attractive  family  home  is  a  center  of  gracious 
hospitality  and  is  a  favored  rendezvous  for 
a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Lewis  B.  Fish. — That  part  of  the  Western 
Reserve  included  within  the  boundaries  of 
Ashtabula  county  is  fortunate  in  having  been 
settled  by  a  remarkably  enterprising,  indus- 
trious and  intelligent  class  of  people ;  and 
among  the  number  were  the  parents  of  Mr. 
Fish,  and  three  of  his  brothers.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Fish,  settled  not  far  from  Geneva, 


and  subsequently  lived  and  died  on  the  home- 
stead he  redeemed  from  the  wilderness.  He 
reared  four  sons,  all  of  whom  became  residents 
of  Ashtabula  county,  namely :  Lathrop,  Lewis 
B.,  Elijah  B.,  and  Hosea. 

Lathrop  Fish  bought  land  lying  west  of 
Geneva,  and  was  there  successfully  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil  a  few  years  and  then  moved  to 
UeKalb,  Illinois.  Elijah  B.  Fish  owned  land 
near  the  old  village  of  Geneva.  He  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  being  first  located  at  Kings- 
ville,  and  later  in  Geneva.  When  Geneva  was 
incorporated,  he  owned  considerable  property 
in  the  village,  but  during  his  later  years  he 
resided  on  West  Main  street,  in  the  west  side 
of  the  city,  his  home  being  now  owned  by  his 
nephew,  David  Fish.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
four  score  years.  Elijah  B.  Fish  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Calista 
Peck,  and  his  second  wife  Patty  Maria  Keeley. 
He  had  no  children  by  either  marriage.  Hosea 
Fish,  the  youngest  son  of  Benjamin  Fish,  at 
one  time  was  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  in 
this  county,  but  he  sold  out,  and  moved  to 
Michigan  and  later  to  Kansas. 

A  son  of  Benjamin  and  Achsa  (Osborn) 
Fish,  Lewis  B.  Fish  was  born,  1819,  at  Ware- 
house Point,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he 
was  brought  up  and  educated,  being  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  thrift  in  his  New  Eng- 
land home.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  elder  brother,  Lathrop 
Fish,  who  was  already  living  here.  Marrying 
soon  after  coming  to  this  county,  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  lying  one  and  one-half  miles  west 
of  old  Geneva,  beginning  life  in  the  typical 
pioneer  manner,  and  for  many  years  after 
was  one  of  the  foremost  in  advancing  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  that  section  of  the  country. 
Selling  out  in  1844.  he  moved  to  the  North 
Ridge,  buying  a  part  of  the  farm  formerly 
owned  by  his  brother  Lathrop,  who  had  mi- 
grated to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 
On  this  farm,  which  was  one  and  one-half 
miles  west  of  Geneva,  he  made  improvements 
of  a  substantial  character,  and  was  there  profit- 
ably engaged  in  general  farming  until  his 
death,  April  5,  1885. 

Lewis  B.  Fish  married  Emily  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  David  Smith,  for  whom  he  worked 
when  first  coming  to  Ashtabula  county,  and  a 
sister  of  Anson  Smith,  a  prominent  resident  of 
Geneva.  She  survived  him  for  more  than  a 
score  of  years,  passing  away  March  3,  iqo6. 
Three    children    were    born    of    their    union, 
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namely :  Marilla,  now  living,  unmarried,  in 
Oregon ;  David  A. ;  and  Frank  L.,  residing  in 
Oregon. 

David  A.  Fish,  born  August  21,  1843,  on  the 
farm  which  his  parents  first  owned,  remained 
at  home  until  becoming  of  age.  Since  1884  he 
has  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  has 
been  associated  with  the  erection  of  many  of 
the  more  important  residences  and  public  build- 
ings of  this  locality.  Prior  to  1884,  however, 
he  was  variously  employed,  for  four  years 
being  foreman  of  a  toothpick  and  basket  fac- 
tory in  New  York. 

On  October  10,  1866,  Mr.  Fish  married 
Fanny  C.  Fobes,  a  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and 
Electra  (Ward)  Fobes.  She  was  born  in 
Wayne  township,  Ashtabula  county,  and  died 
at  her  home,  in  Geneva,  March  31,  1905,  after 
a  happy  wedded  life  of  nearly  forty  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fish  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  namely:  Mertie  K.,  wife  of  Walter 
Locke,  of  Geneva;  and  Mabel  E.,  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Merritt,  a  farmer  in  Geneva  town- 
ship. Politically  Mr.  Fish  is  a  staunch  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

Charles  W.  Seiberling. — In  view  of  the 
progressiveness  of  Akron's  captains  of  indus- 
try and  the  many  channels  in  which  their 
energies  are  directed,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  city  has  forged  to  the  front  along  indus- 
trial and  commercial  lines.  An  idea  of  the 
diversity  of  interests  here  represented  may 
be  gained  from  a  perusal  of  the  various  per- 
sonal sketches  appearing  in  this  publication, 
and  among  those  who  have  contributed  to  the 
substantial  upbuilding  of  Akron  as  a  manu- 
facturing and  distributing  center  is  Charles 
W.  Seiberling,  who  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  this  city,  and  thus  of  his 
native  county,  and  who  is  vice  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber 
Company,  besides  which  he  is  interested  in 
various  other  manufacturing  concerns  of  im- 
portant order.  His  honored  father  held  a 
position  of  prominence  and  influence  in  con- 
nection with  industrial  affairs  in  Summit 
county  and  through  his  genius  as  an  inventor 
and  his  success  as  a  manufacturer  he  did  much 
to  further  the  industrial  pre-eminence  of  the 
city  of  Akron,  with  whose  business  and  civic 
interests  he  continued  to  be  actively  identified 
until  his  death. 

Charles  W.  Seiberling  was  born  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Norton  township,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  on  January  26,  1861,  and  is  the 


second  in  order  of  birth  of  the  sons  of  John 
F.  and  Catherine  L.  (Miller)  Seiberling,  the 
former  of  whom  died,  in  Akron,  on  Septem- 
ber 3,  1903,  and  the  latter  is  still  living  in 
Akron.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  nine  are  living. 

John  F.  Seiberling  was  a  scion  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Summit  coun- 
ty. He  was  born  in  Norton  township,  this 
county,  on  March  10,  1834,  and  there  was 
reared  to  maturity  on  the  pioneer  farm,  the 
while  his  educational  advantages  were  those 
afforded  in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality 
and  period.  He  was  possessed  of  marked  me- 
chanical genius,  and  through  his  studies  and 
experimentation  evolved  many  useful  inven- 
tions, especially  in  the  line  of  agricultural 
implements  and  machinery,  through  which  he 
gained  eventually  distinctive  success  and  pre- 
cedence. For  a  number  of  years  he  operated 
a  saw  mill  in  Norton  township,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  he  gave  much  time  and  study  to 
the  perfecting  of  his  inventions  of  the  agri- 
cultural machinery  with  which  his  name  is 
still  identified  and  which  gave  him  place 
among  the  leading  inventors  who  have  added 
to  the  economic  utilities  of  the  world.  In 
the  spring  of  1861  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Doylestown,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  his  inventions,  and  in  1865, 
prompted  by  the  same  desire  for  wider  facili- 
ties and  better  commercial  privileges,  he  re- 
moved to  Akron,  where  his  success  in  his 
chosen  field  of  endeavor  was  thereafter  of  the 
most  pronounced  type.  Here  he  became  the 
promoter  of  manufacturing  industries  which 
have  had  great  influence  in  furthering  the  in- 
dustrial precedence  and  substantial  upbuilding 
of  the  city,  and,  unlike  many  other  inventors, 
he  was  a  man  of  fine  business  acumen,  so  that 
he  brought  his  administrative  powers  into 
effective  play  in  connection  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  various  industrial  enterprises  with 
which  h'e  identified  himself.  Some  time  after 
locating  in  Akron  he  called  to  his  aid  in  de- 
veloping his  plans  his  eldest  son,  Frank  A., 
who  was  then  attending  college  and  who  is 
now  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company,  and  in- 
dividual mention  of  him  is  made  on  other 
pages  of  this  work. 

In  1871  John  F.  Seiberling  effected  the  or- 
ganization and  incorporation  of  the  Akron 
Strawboard  Company;  in  1883  he  founded  the 
Seiberling  Milling  Company ;  and  in  1889  he 
secured   a   controlling   interest   in   the   Akron 
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Electric  Street  Railway.  His  original  enter- 
prise in  Akron  was  that  of  manufacturing  the 
Empire  mowers  and  reapers,  of  which  he  was 
the  inventor,  and  the  business  was  conducted 
under  the  title  of  J.  F.  Seiberling  &  Co.  until 
1884,  when  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  J.  F.  Seiberling  Com- 
pany, which  was  retained  until  1896.  John 
F.  Seiberling  left  a  deep  and  indelible  impress 
upon  the  industrial  history  of  Akron  and  his 
native  state,  and  his  career  was  one  of  noble 
productiveness  and  generous  objective  benef- 
icence. He  was  a  man  of  impregnable  in- 
tegrity, unostentatious  in  bearing,  democratic 
in  his  views,  and  secure  and  certain  in  placing 
proper  values  upon  men  and  affairs.  His  po- 
litical allegiance  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  his  wife  also  is  a 
devoted  member.  He  wielded  much  influence 
in  the  community  and  through  his  industrial 
enterprises  aided  in  the  maintenance  of  many 
families.  He  was  progressive  and  public- 
spirited,  but  was  essentially  a  business  man 
and  had  no  ambition  to  enter  public  office  of 
any  description,  though  ever  ready  to  aid  in 
the  support  of  all  worthy  objects  advanced  for 
the  good  of  his  home  city. 

Charles  W.  Seiberling  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational training  in  the  public  schools  of 
Akron,  and  after  completing  the  curriculum 
of  the  same  he  was  matriculated  in  Oberlin 
College,  where  he  completed  a  two  years'  select 
course.  In  1880  he  left  college  and  returned 
to  Akron,  where  he  became  foreman  in  the 
extensive  works  of  the  Empire  Reaper  and 
Mower  Manufactory,  of  which  his  father  was 
the  head.  Upon  'the  incorporation  of  the 
J.  F.  Seiberling  Company,  in  1884,  he  became 
a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  same  and 
subsequently  he  assumed  the  superintendency 
of  the  great  manufactory  and  retained  this 
position  until  1896.  In  1896  Mr.  Seiberling 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  or- 
ganization and  incorporation  of  the  India 
Rubber  Company,  of  which  he  became  secre- 
tary and  of  which  his  father  was  president. 
He  retained  this  incumbency  two  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  he  resigned  the  same 
to  accept  a  similar  office  with  the  Goodyear 
Tire  &  Rubber  Company,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  1898  and  with  which  he  has  thus  been 
identified  since  its  incorporation.  He  has 
been  treasurer  of  the  company  since  1907  and 
vice  president  and  treasurer  since  January, 
1909.    The  concern  is  one  of  the  largest  of  its 


kind  in  the  world,  and  in  its  extensive  and 
well  equipped  plant  in  Akron  are  manufac- 
tured solid  and  pneumatic  carriage  and  auto- 
mobile tires,  bicycle  tires,  rubber  horseshoes, 
rubber  tiling,  golf  balls,  moulded  rubber  and 
many  other  rubber  specialties.  The  officers  of 
this  important  corporation  are :  Frank  A.  Sei- 
berling, president  and  general  manager;  C. 
W.  Seiberling,  vice  president  and  treasurer; 
George  M.  Stadleman,  secretary ;  and  Paul 
W.  Litchfield,  superintendent.  Charles  W. 
Seiberling  is  a  man  of  fine  executive  ability 
and  practical  business  experience,  and  his  pro- 
gressive ideas  have  led  him  to  identity  himself 
with  important  manufacturing  enterprises 
other  than  that  just  noted.  He  is  one  of  the 
able  and  loyal  business  men  who  have  aided 
in  developing  Akron  into  one  of  the  leading 
manufacturing  and  commercial  cities  of  its 
class  in  the  Union,  and  his  interest  in  all  that 
touches  the  welfare  of  the  city  is  of  the  most 
insistent  type.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
On  November  18,  1895,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Seiberling  to  Miss  Blanche 
C.  Carnahan,  and  they  have  four  children, — 
Charles  W.,  Jr.,  T.  Carnahan,  Lucius  Miles 
and  Catherine.  The  attractive  family  home 
is  at  76  Fay  street,  in  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive residence  districts  of  Akron. 

General  John  S.  Casement,  who  died  De- 
cember 13,  1909,  at  his  residence  in  Paines- 
ville,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Western  Reserve 
who  "did  things"  with  a  vim  and  good  cheer, 
both  in  times  of  war  and  peace.  The  main 
work  of  his  life  had  been  the  building  of 
railroads,  and  he  was  identified  in  early  life, 
as  an  employe,  with  the  pioneer  work  in  the 
middle  west ;  in  the  vigor  of  his  later  man- 
hood, when  his  military  efficiency  and  bravery 
had  earned  him  the  bars  of  a  brevet  brigadier, 
he  was  one  of  the  contractors  who  pushed  the 
Union  Pacific  across  the  continent ;  and,  after 
he  had  entered  the  seventh  decade  of  his  work- 
ing life  and  held  the  national  record  for  con- 
struction mileage  and  rapidity  of  execution, 
he  entered  the  Central  American  field  because 
business  and  financial  depression  had  placed  an 
embargo  on  railroad  building  in  his  own  coun- 
try. Small  of  statute,  but  from  boyhood  noted 
for  his  unusual  strength  and  endurance,  Gen- 
eral Casement  always  put  the  full  energy  of 
his  being  into  every  action  of  his  body  and 
mind,  and  made  every  stroke  tell  in  bringing 
about  the  realization  of  his  ends.  The  good 
people    of    the    Western    Reserve    stood    by 
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him  as  their  ideal  of  a  useful,  dependable, 
manly  citizen,  from  the  time  he  went  from 
them  as  a  young  "hustling"  railroad  builder 
and  bravely  upheld  their  honor  on  the  battle- 
fields of  Virginia  and  the  south,  until  his  hon- 
orable retirement  to  fully-earned  rest  and  com- 
fort. 

General  Casement  was  a  native  of  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  born  on.  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1829,  his  parents  being  natives  of  the 
English  Isle  of  Man.  In  1844  the  family 
moved  from  Geneva,  that  state,  to  Michigan, 
and  two  years  afterward  the  youth  commenced 
his  railroad  career  with  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  His  first  job  was  to  spike  down 
the  strap  iron  to  the  wooden  rails,  and,  al- 
though he  was  a  short,  slight  youth,  it  is  said 
he  was  soon  doing  two  men's  work,  and  slight- 
ing nothing.  He  remained  with  that  road  until 
the  spring  of  1850,  when  he  came  to  Ohio  to 
begin  track  laying  on  the  Cleveland,  Columbus 
and  Cincinnati  line.  At  the  completion  of 
that  work  he  was  similarly  employed  on  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad,  and  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember, 1852,  track  laying  was  brought  to  a 
temporary  conclusion  on  the  main  line  of  that 
road.  During  the  winter  of  1852-3  the  young 
man  ran  a  Lake  Shore  freight  train,  which 
gave  him  a  good  preliminary  training  for  his 
later  work  of  ballasting  the  road-bed.  He  was 
employed  in  this  line,  in  filling  ravines  and 
laying  double  tracks  for  the  Grand  Trunk, 
Erie  and  Pittsburg,  and  other  roads  which 
were  being  constructed  and  extended  in  north- 
ern Ohio,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
The  unfinished  work,  of  which  he  was  super- 
intendent, was  then  turned  over  to  his  brother, 
Daniel,  who  was  vigorously  completing  it  while 
John  S.  was  making  a  record  as  a  Union 
officer. 

Soon  after  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  Gen- 
eral Casement  volunteered  for  the  three 
months'  service,  and  was  elected  major  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  his  commis- 
sion to  date  from  April  25,  1861  ;  but  on  the 
following  19th  of  June  he  re-enlisted  for  three 
years,  was  re-commissioned  accordingly  and 
the  regiment  ordered  to  West  Virginia.  He 
had  enjoyed  no  military  training  prior  to  his 
enlistment,  but  his  railroad  experience  had 
taught  him  the  value  of  quick  decision,  prompt- 
ness and  the  secret  of  handling  men  so  as  to 
inspire  them  with  his  own  energy  and  deter- 
mination. During  the  long  and  tiresome 
marches  in  Western  Virginia  he  made  it  his 
business  to  see  that  the  soldiers  were  made  as 


comfortable  as  possible,  and  that  their  sup- 
plies and  equipments  were  in  good  order  and 
condition.  Close  observation  and  hard  study 
also  soon  gave  him  a  thorough  insight  into 
military  tactics,  so  that  when  the  time  came 
he  was  qualified  to  assume  command  in  the 
field.  His  opportunity  soon  came;  for  at  the 
battle  of  Cross  Lanes,  Virginia,  August  26, 
1861,  the  regiment  was  defeated  with  severe 
loss,  the  two  wings  retreating  in  opposite  direc- 
tions. Throughout  the  rout  and  carnage  Major 
Casement  retained  his  composure  and,  at  the 
head  of  the  left  wing,  commenced  a  retro- 
grade march  of  unusual  difficulties  through 
the  enemy's  country,  but  he  led  his  command 
over  mountain  ranges  and  rivers  to  Charles- 
ton, without  the  capture  of  a  man.  He  also 
fought  at  Winchester,  where  at  the  head  of  a 
score  of  men  he  captured  a  Confederate  can- 
non and  assisted  in  Stonewall  Jackson's  only 
defeat  of  the  war.  In  the  evening  succeeding 
the  battle  he  found  that  ten  bullets  had  passed 
through  the  cape  of  his  coat  near  his  left  arm 
— leaden  balls  evidently  intended  for  his  heart. 
In  the  winter's  march  to  Blues  Gap  Major 
Casement  was  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and 
his  speech  before  reaching  the  fortifications  is 
still  treasured  by  his  few  surviving  comrades : 
"Boys,  you've  not  got  much  of  a  daddy,  but 
with  such  as  you  have  I  want  you  to  go  for 
those  rebels."  But  then,  and  always,  the  boys 
had  such  a  respect  and  affection  for  their 
"daddy"  that  they  would  follow  him  anywhere; 
and  he  always  led  to  protect  the  weak  spots 
in  his  own  command  or  to  find  the  weak  ones 
in  the  enemy's  ranks.  In  numerous  marches 
and  skirmishes  he  proved  of  especial  value  to 
the  LTnion  movements  in  the  construction  of 
bridges  and  roads.  On  arriving  at  Falmouth, 
on  the  Rappahannock,  he  tendered  his  resig- 
nation as  major  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  to 
accept  his  promotion  as  colonel  of  the  103d 
Ohio  Infantry.  This  commission  dated  from 
August  18,  1862.  The  regiment  was  at  once 
ordered  to  Kentucky,  subsequently  participat- 
ing in  the  battles  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
Resaca,  Georgia,  and  all  of  the  flanking  move- 
ments preparatory  to  Sherman's  grand  advance 
on  Atlanta,  losing  255  men  killed  and  wounded 
out  of  a  force  of  450  men.  Such  military 
writers  and  authorities  as  Generals  Cox  and 
Scofield  give  General  Casement  the  credit  of 
saving  the  day  for  the  Union  army  at  the  battle 
of  Franklin.  Officers  and  men  were  impressed 
and  thrilled  by  his  coolness,  magnetism  and 
his  splendid  control  over  both  himself  and  his 
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men,  and  when,  in  the  face  of  the  approaching 
enemy,  he  mounted  the  Union  works,  spoke 
to  his  troops  with  that  ringing  voice  famous 
throughout  the  army,  fired  his  revolvers  in  the 
air  and  then  rejoined  the  ranks,  good  judges 
of  human  nature  felt  that  the  battle  could  not 
be  lost.  General  Cox  says:  "It  is  generally 
conceded  by  all  writers  of  the  history  of  that 
great  battle  that  General  Casement  saved  the 
day.  His  coolness,  sound  judgment,  bravery 
and  wonderful  control  over  men  at  a  most 
critical  time  in  the  battle,  brought  victory 
when  defeat  seemed  certain.  General  Case- 
ment had  a  voice  that  was  most  wonderful ; 
perhaps  no  other  commander  in  the  army  was 
endowed  with  such  a  voice.  He  could  be 
heard  giving  his  commands  even  in  the  midst 
of  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  booming  of 
artillery.  He  seemed  to  know  no  fear,  and  so 
wonderful  was  the  confidence  of  the  men  under 
his  command  that  where  he  went  they  would 
follow,  even  to  the  cannon's  mouth."  And 
General  Scofield :  "It  was  Colonel  Jack  Case- 
ment's example  that  held  the  troops  to  the 
firing  line  (at  Franklin).  As  a  commander  of 
men  he  had  no  superior,  having  that  magnetic 
influence  which  drew  from  them  their  full 
capacity  of  service.  His  look  and  command 
held  them  as  firmly  as  the  silken  sashes  that 
bound  together  the  Greeks  at  the  Pass  of  Ther- 
mopylae. " 

This  same  Major  General  Scofield  com- 
manded a  corps  of  the  Union  army  at  Frank- 
lin, and  it  was  chiefly  through  his  superior's 
admiration  for  General  Casement's  splendid 
work  on  that  battlefield  that  the  latter  received 
a  brigadier  general's  star  by  brevet.  The  gal- 
lant colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Third 
now  took  part  in  the  pursuit  of  the  disorgan- 
ized forces  of  Hood,  after  which  the  regiment 
was  transferred,  under  Scofield,  to  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina.  In  this  movement  Gen- 
eral Casement  commanded  a  brigade,  as  he 
had  done  for  a  year  previous.  The  brigade 
remained  in  this  department  until  the  surren- 
der of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  near  Ral- 
eigh, and  June  23,  1865,  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service,  as  the  war  was  at  an  end. 

Immediately  after  the  war  General  Case- 
ment took  the  contract  for  laying  the  track  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  and  for  the  greater 
portion  of  the  grading;  and  after  putting 
through  that  vast  undertaking  with  remarka- 
ble celerity  and  thoroughness  constructed  the 
following  lines :  Union  and  Titusville,  Canada 
Southern.  Toledo,  Canada  Southern  and  De- 


troit, Detroit  and  Butler,  and  the  Nickel  Plate 
from  Cleveland  to  Buffalo,  besides  short  roads 
in  Indiana,  Kentucky,  New  York,  West  Vir- 
ginia, Ohio  and  Nebraska.  On  account  of 
business  depression  and  the  panic  of  1893,  fol- 
lowed by  a  slow  revival  of  prosperity,  railroad 
enterprises  were  at  a  standstill  in  the  United 
States  for  several  years,  and  during  that  period 
General  Casement  obtained  a  contract  from  the 
government  of  Costa  Rico,  Central  America, 
in  the  completion  of  which  he  was  occupied 
for  three  years.  That  was  his  last  active  work 
as  a  railroad  builder.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican.  While  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
was  building  he  had  a  seat  in  Congress  two 
winters,  while  the  territory  of  Wyoming  was 
being  created  from  parts  of  four  other  terri- 
tories. He  represented  Ashtabula,  Geauga  and 
Lake  counties  in  the  Ohio  state  senate  in  1872 
and  1873,  and  was  presidential  elector  and 
president  of  Ohio  electoral  college  for  Taft 
in  January,  1909.  In  1857  he  married  Miss 
Frances  Marian  Jennings,  a  native  of  Paines- 
ville,  and  was  the  father  of  three  sons,  only 
one  of  whom  survives.  General  Casement  was 
over  eighty  years  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
at  the  burial  in  Evergreen  cemetery  an  address 
was  delivered  by  Capt.  J.  B.  Burrows,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  wish  expressed  by  General 
Casement  some  months  before. 

William  Jesse  Haymaker,  one  of  the  hon- 
ored residents  of  Ravenna,  traces  his  descent 
through  a  long  line  of  ancestors  to  the  land 
of  Wales,  from  whence  came  John  Olin  to 
found  the  family  in  this  country.  He  took  up 
his  abode  in  Rhode  Island  in  1700,  and  died 
there  on  June  17?  1725,  when  but  sixty-one 
years  of  age.  Among,  his  children  was  a  son 
also  named  John,  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 
1714.  He  married  Susanna  Pierce,  and 
among  their  children  was  another  John,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Card,  were  born 
in  Rhode  Island.  Ezra  Olin,  a  son  of  John 
and  Sarah,  was  born  in  that  state  on  March 
23,  1772,  and  in  March  of  1791  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ruth  Green,  who  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island  on  November  10,  1770.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  the  young  couple  went  to 
Vermont  and  located  on  the  old  Green  home- 
stead about  three  miles  from  the  Green  moun- 
tains, but  in  1824  he  sold  his  farm  there  and 
with  team  and  wagon  went  to  Perry,  New 
York,  where  two  of  his  sons  had  preceded  him. 
His  wife  died  there  on  May  19,  1847,  and  ne 
survived  until  November  5,  1858. 
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Arvin  Olin,  one  of  the  fourteen  children 
born  to  Ezra  and  Ruth  (Green)  Olin,  was 
born  in  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  July  13,  1797, 
and  after  obtaining  his  educational  training 
he  followed  school  teaching  and  farming  in 
New  York.  On  March  18.  1817,  he  started 
out  in  search  of  work,  and  going  to  Perry, 
that  state,  where  he  had  a  brother  living,  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  but  after 
clearing  and  improving  the  place  he  sold  it  on 
November  22,  1834,  to  come  to  Franklin  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  Ohio.  Here  he  again 
bought  timber  land,  and  in  time  placed  his 
farm  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation 
and  was  also  engaged  in  the  making  of  brick 
there.  In  the  splendid  brick  house  which  he 
erected  on  that  farm  he  died  on  June  7.  1870. 
Arvin  Olin  married  Betsy  Bennett,  who  was 
born  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  February  6, 
1801,  and  she  died  on  January  5.  1872.  Arvin 
and  Betsy  ( Bennett )  Olin  were  the  maternal 
grandparents  of  William  Jesse  Haymaker. 

Frederick  and  Rachel  (Davis)  Haymaker 
were  his  paternal  grandparents,  and  among 
their  children  was  numbered  James  D.  Hay- 
maker, who  was  born  in  Kent,  Ohio,  on  Sep- 
tember 2,  1809.  He  was  his  mother's  only 
child,  but  she  was  the  second  of  the  four  wives 
of  Frederick  Haymaker.  The  latter  located 
in  Kent,  Ohio,  as  early  as  1806,  becoming  one 
of  the  first  owners  of  the  upper  village,  and 
his  nephew  was  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Franklin  township.  The  mother  of  his  son 
James  died  at  his  birth,  and  the  little  child  was 
taken  to  Meadville.  Pennsylvania,  but  con- 
tracted smallpox  on  the  journey.  During  his 
young  life  he  was  given  but  six  months' 
schooling,  and  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
woolen  manufacturer  in  his  father's  factory. 
After  reaching  his  twenty-first  year  he  fol- 
lowed the  manufacture  of  wooden  pails  for 
two  years,  then  had  charge  of  a  hotel  at  Fair- 
port,  Ohio,  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  at  the 
close  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Franklin 
township.  Portage  county,  and  located  on  a 
farm.  His  death  there  occurred  on  January 
31,  1889.  His  widow,  who  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Mary  R.  Olin,  born  February  22,  1820, 
in  Perry.  New  York,  continued  to  reside  on 
the  old  home  place  in  Franklin  township  until 
her  death  on  January  27.  1907.  Of  their  large 
family  of  six  sons  and  eight  daughters,  eleven 
lived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  three  sons  and 
five  daughters  are  yet  living. 

William  J.  Haymaker,  the  next  to  the  young- 
est   of    the    fourteen    children,    was    born     in 


Franklin  township,  Portage  county,  February 
2,  i860,  and  he  received  his  educational  train- 
ing in  its  public  schools  and  in  the  Kent  high 
school,  which  he  attended  for  two  years.  Re- 
maining in  his  parents'  home  until  attaining 
his  twenty-first  year,  he  then  rented  his  father's 
farm  at  Kent,  and  moving  seven  years  after- 
ward to  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  he  conducted  his 
father-in-law's  farm  there  until  the  latter's 
death  on  April  3,  1895.  On  September  1,  1902, 
he  moved  to  Ravenna  and  located  in  the  home 
which  he  had  purchased  in  the  preceding  April. 
He  has  served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  being  the  president  of  the  board 
two  years,  and  he  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  fraternal  relations  with  Unity 
Lodge  No.  12,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Ravenna. 

Mr.  Haymaker  married  on  March  t,  1882, 
Mary  L.  Olin,  who  was  born  in  Streetsboro, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Elam  and  Helen  (Thomp- 
son) Olin,  the  father  born  in  Perry,  New  York, 
July  28,  1825.  The  mother,  born  near  Edin- 
burg,  Scotland,  June  3,  1827,  came  with  her 
parents  to  the  United  States,  and  her  father 
located  in  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  in  1834.  Her 
grandparents.  Samuel  and  Betsy  (Green)  Olin, 
were  born  respectively  on  April  29,  1797,  and 
on  July  1.  1793,  and  they  married  in  Decem- 
ber of  1815.  Among  their  children  was  Ezra 
Olin,  who  was  the  great-grandfather  of  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haymaker.  Samuel  Olin  erected 
a  house  on  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  turn- 
pike in  Streetsboro  township  wherein  he  kept 
a  tavern  called  Owens  Inn,  but  after  eleven 
years  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  Railroad 
was  built  and  he  was  obliged  to  discontinue  his 
tavern.  His  wife  Betsy  died  on  April  1.  1831. 
Mrs.  Olin,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Haymaker, 
died  at  the  latter's  home  on  June  9,  1905.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haymaker 
are:  Frederick  Elam  and  Elizabeth  Olin.  The 
son  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ravenna  high  school 
and  of  the  Ohio  State  University,  and  he  is 
now  farming  on  the  old  home  farm  near 
Streetsboro.  The  daughter  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Western  Reserve  University  with  the  class 
of  1908  and  is  teaching  in  the  Kent  high 
school. 

Lewis  C.  Nicholson. — A  man  of  versatile 
talents,  energetic  and  progressive,  Lewis  C. 
Nicholson  is  making  a  wise  use  of  his  natural 
gifts,  and  as  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Paine  &  Nicholson,  of  Garrettsville,  Portage 
county,  is  rapidly  building  up  an  extensive 
business  as  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  and  as  an 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


insurance  agent.  A  native  of  this  county,  he 
was  born,  September  14,  1861,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Nelson  township,  which  was  likewise 
the  birthplace  of  his  father,  L.  S.  Nicholson. 

Mr.  Nicholson's  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac 
Nicholson,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecti- 
cut, la  1837  he  and  his  brother  William 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  locating  in  Nel- 
son township,  where  they  took  up  150  acres 
of  timbered  land.  They  erected  a  log  cabin 
in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  and  began  the  im- 
provement of  a  farm.  After  the  death  of 
William  Nicholson,  his  brother  Isaac  succeed- 
ed to  the  ownership  of  the  homestead  which 
they  had  reclaimed  from  its  virgin  wildness, 
and  there  spent  his  remaining  years. 

L.  S.  Nicholson  was  born  in  the  original 
log  cabin  seventy-two  years  ago,  and  during 
his  active  life  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Nelson  township,  where  he  is  held 
in  high  esteem  as  a  man  of  worth  and  in- 
tegrity. He  married  Frances  Carpenter,  who1 
was  born '  in  Princeton,  Indiana,  in  1846,  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  Carpenter.  Her  father  died 
when  she  was  a  mere  child,  and  she  came  soon 
after  that  to  the  Western  Reserve,  where  she 
was  brought  up  and  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  S.  Nicholson  have  five  children,  namely : 
Lewis  C,  with  whom  this  brief  sketch  is 
chiefly  concerned ;  Jennie  E.,  wife  of  C.  J. 
Hedges,  of  Hiram  township;  Eugene,  who 
left  home  when  twenty-eight  years  old,  and 
has  not  since  been  heard  from ;  Jessie  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ;  and  Mabel,  wife 
of  George  Bancroft,  of  Nelson  township. 

Receiving  in  his  youth  the  usual  training 
of  a  country  lad,  Lewis  C.  Nicholson  remained 
on  the  old  homestead  until  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, in  the  meantime  becoming  familiar 
with  the  various  branches  of  agriculture. 
Starting  then  for  himself,  he  was  engaged  in 
general  farming  in  Nelson  township,  and  con- 
tinued in  his  pleasant  and  independent  occu- 
pation for  nearly  sixteen  years.  Embarking 
in  mercantile  pursuits  in  1898,  Mr.  Nichol- 
son dealt  in  feed,  grain,  and  farm  implements 
until  1906,  when  he  sold  out  his  stock.  Con- 
tinuing his  residence  in  Garrettsville,  he  then 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Paine,  and 
has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  business,  in  his  under- 
.  takings  meeting  with  satisfactory  success. 

Mr.  Nicholson  married,  in  1883,  Bertha  C. 
Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  John  P.  Taylor,  now  residing 
in    Nelson   township.     Mr.  and   Mrs.   Nichol- 


son have  two  children,  Alice  M.  and  Lena, 
both  of  whom  are  teachers  in  the  public 
schools.  Politically  Mr.  Nicholson  is  a  sound 
Republican,  and  has  filled  many  of  the  local 
offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  of  assessor,  and  while  in  Nelson  township 
was  a  school  director.  He  has  ever  taken  an 
intelligent  interest  in  educational  matters,  and 
when  a  young  man  taught  school  a  number  of 
terms.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 

Harry  A.  Wadsworth. — A  prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Garrettsville, 
Portage  county,  Harry  A.  Wadsworth,  now 
living  retired  from  active  pursuits,  was  for 
twenty-five  years  the  leading  undertaker  and 
furniture  dealer  of  this  vicinity,  having  a 
large  and  lucrative  patronage  throughout  this 
section  of  the  state.  A  son  of  Harry  A. 
Wadsworth,  Sr.,  he  was  born,  June  15,  1855, 
in  Hudson,  which  is  now  included  within  the 
limits  of  Summit  county,  Ohio. 

A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  Harry  A.  Wads- 
worth, Sr.,  was  born  in  Harbor  Creek,  Erie 
county.  When  a  boy  of  twelve  years  he  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  with  his  parents,  set- 
tling in  Hudson.  He  subsequently  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and  while  the  Erie 
Railroad  was  being  laid  in  that  part  of  the 
Western  Reserve  he  was  kept  busily  employed 
in  sharpening  the  picks  used  by  the  workmen. 
He  afterwards  removed  to  Burton,  Geauga 
county,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for  many 
years,  clearing  and  improving  a  valuable  estate. 
Now,  a  venerable  man  of  eighty  years,  he 
lives  in  Windham,  Portage  county.  On  July 
9,  1852,  fifty-seven  years  ago,  he  married 
Caroline  Cummins,  who  was  born  in  Mantua, 
Portage  county,  but  was  brought  up  from  the 
age  of  five  years  in  Summit  county,  after  the 
death  of  her  parents  having  made  her  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Thompson.  She  is 
the  mother  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  as  follows :  Clara,  wife  of  W.  B. 
Wright,  who  has  recently  removed  with  his 
family  from  Burton,  Ohio,  to  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Harry  A.,  of  this  sketch;  William 
R.,  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  for  more  than  a  score 
of  years  editor  of  the  Hubbard  Enterprise; 
and  Fred  of  Cleveland,  formerly  a  resident 
of  Warren,  Ohio. 

Obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Burton,  Geauga  county,  Harry  A. 
Wadsworth    subsequently    served    an    appren- 


8io 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


ticeship  of  three  years,  1876,  1877  and  1878, 
at  the  tinner's  trade,  in  Ravenna.  Completing 
his  trade.  Mr.  Wadsworth  located  in  Wind- 
ham, Portage  county,  in  1878,  opening  a  hard- 
ware and  tinner*s  establishment,  which  he  con- 
ducted with  profit  for  ten  years.  Desirous 
then  of  enlarging  his  business  operations,  he 
added  a  line  of  furniture  to  his  stock,  and 
opened  an  undertaking  department.  Com- 
ing from  there  to'  Garrettsville  in  1898, 
Mr.  Wadsworth  continued  his  furniture  and 
undertaking  business  until  1908,  when  he 
retired  from  active  pursuits,  having  dur- 
ing his  quarter  of  a  century  of  experience 
as  a  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  accu- 
mulated a  competency.  He  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  real  estate  matters,  owning  some  of 
the  choicest  property  in  Garrettsville. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  married  November  14, 
1878,  Etta  C.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  H.  L.  and 
Maria  Miller.  Her  father,  who  for  fifty-two 
years  resided  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  died  at  his 
"daughter's  home  in  Garrettsville,  in  1906.  Mrs. 
Wadsworth  died  November  5,  1907,  leaving 
two  children,  namely:  Joseph  L.,  an  account- 
ant in  the  employ  of  the  Cleveland  Audit  Com- 
pany, in  Cleveland,  and  Bessie,  wife  of  A.  M. 
Cline,  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Garrettsville.  Politically  Mr.  Wads- 
worth votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  during  the  administration  of  President 
Cleveland  served  for  four  years,  from  1893 
till  1897,  as  postmaster  at  Windham.  He  was 
also  treasurer  of  the  Windham  school  board 
for  a  number  of  years.  Fraternally  he  is  prom- 
inent in  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  lodge, 
chapter  and  commandery.  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  On  March  2,  1909, 
Mr.  Wadsworth  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Charlotte  A.  Harrison,  of  West  Corn- 
wall, Connecticut. 

Louis  S.  Sweitzer,  M.  D. — Among  those 
who  are  ably  upholding  the  prestige  of  the 
medical  profession  in  the  Western  Reserve  is 
Dr.  Sweitzer,  who  is  one  of  the  representative 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  city  of  Akron, 
where  he  has  been  successfully  established  in 
practice  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
and  where  he  has  ever  maintained  a  tenacious 
hold  upon  popular  confidence  and  regard,  both 
as  a  physician  and  as  a  citizen  of  utmost  loyalty 
and  public  spirit. 

Dr.  Sweitzer  was  born  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  in  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 


and  Elizabeth  (Myers)  Sweitzer.,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  the  canton  of  Berne, 
Switzerland,  in  1817,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
was  a  native  of  Prussia.  Samuel  Sweitzer  was 
reared  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years  in  the 
beautiful  little  republic  in  which  he  was  born, 
and  in  its  excellent  schools  he  secured  his 
early  educational  training.  At  the  age  noted 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  thereafter 
he  was  employed  in  farm  work  in  Ohio  until 
he  had  attained  to  his  legal  majority,  when  he 
settled  in  Tuscarawas  county,  where  he  event- 
ually became  the  owner  of  a  well  improved 
landed  estate  and  where  he  continued  to  be 
actively  identified  with  the  great  basic  industry 
of  agriculture  until  his  death.  He  passed 
away  secure  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  won  success  and  independence 
through  his  own  well  directed  efforts,  and  his 
life  was  characterized  by  indomitable  industry 
and  inflexible  integrity  of  purpose. 

Dr.  Sweitzer  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
home  farm,  and  his  initial  experiences  in  con- 
nection with  the  practical  duties  of  life  were 
those  gained  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
the  farm.  In  the  meanwhile  he  duly  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  he  was  ma- 
triculated in  Heidelberg  College,  at  Tiffin,  Sen- 
eca county,  Ohio,  in  which  he  was  a  student 
for  a  period  of  years.  Thereafter  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  teaching  in  the  public  schools  for 
some  time,  and  in  the  meanwhile  began  the 
study  of  medicine  under  effective  preceptor- 
ship.  For  the  purpose  of  properly  fortifying 
himself  for  the  exacting  and  responsible  work 
of  his  chosen  profession  he  then  entered  the 
Cleveland  Medical  College,  in  which  well 
ordered  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1875  and  from  which 
he  received  his  well  earned  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  His  initial  work  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  was  in  Tuscarawas  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1880.  In  the  year 
mentioned  he  completed  an  effective  post- 
graduate course  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York  City,  and  in  the  same 
year  he  located  in  the  city  of  Akron,  where  he 
soon  gained  recognition  as  an  able  physician 
and  surgeon  and  where  he  soon  built  up  a 
successful  practice.  His  professional  clientage 
has  continued  to  be  of  the  most  representative 
order  and  he  has  been  unwavering  in  his  devo- 
tion to  the  profession  through  whose  beneficent 
functions  he  has  done  so  effective  work  for 
suffering  humanity.     The  Doctor  is  a  valued 
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and  appreciative  member  of  each  the  Ohio 
State  Medical  Society,  the  Northeastern  Ohio 
Medical  Society,  and  the  Summit  County 
Medical  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  con- 
sulting staff  of  the  Akron  City  Hospital  and 
his  high  standing  in  his  profession  is  rein- 
forced by  study  and  investigation  which  keep 
him  in  close  touch  with  the  advances  made  in 
the  sciences  of  both  medicine  and  surgery. 

Dr.  Sweitzer  is  essentially  public-spirited  as 
a  citizen  and  has  shown  a  loyal  interest  in  all 
that  has  made  for  the  advancement  and  well- 
being  of  his  home  city,  and  while  he  has  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  for  public  office,  he 
consented  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education,  where  his  influence  was  productive 
of  much  good.  In  association  with  N.  R.  Ster- 
ner he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
development  of  South  Akron,  now  an  impor- 
tant and  finely  improved  section  of  the  city,  to 
which  it  has  been  annexed.  Dr.  Sweitzer  is 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  other  organi- 
zations. 

In  1875,  Dr.  Sweitzer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Frances  E.  Mackey,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sweitzer  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Bessie,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home. 

General  James  Franklin  Wade,  of  Jef- 
ferson, was  retired  by  operation  of  the  law, 
April  14,  1907,  after  having  given  more  than 
forty  years  of  his  life  to  the  volunteer  and 
regular  service  of  the  United  States  army. 
This  includes  a  record  for  remarkable  gal- 
lantry in  the  Civil  war;  a  leading  identifica- 
tion with  the  government  of  the  American 
insular  possessions  and  dependencies,  ami  con- 
nection with  the  war  department  as  o  un- 
mander  of  the  Atlantic  division  for  the  three 
years   preceding   his   retirement. 

General  Wade  is  a  native  of  Jefferson.  (  >hio, 
born  April  14.  [843,  anil  is  a  son  of  Hon. 
Benjamin  F.  Wade,  United  States  senator 
from  the  state  from  1851  t < >  i8f«),  acting  vice 
president  under  Andrew  Johnson  in  1865,  and 
a  lawyer  and  statesman  of  national  fame.  lie 
died  at  Jefferson,  March  2,  1878.  James  F. 
received  a  common  school  education,  and 
began  his  army  career  May  14,  t86l,  by  re- 
ceiving the  appointment  of  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry.  (  )n  June  9. 
1863.  he  was  brevetted  captain  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  in  the  battle  of  Beverly 
Ford,  Virginia,  and  was  successively  brevetted 


major,  lieutenant  colonel,  colonel  and  briga- 
dier general  of  volunteers  for  merit  and  gal- 
lantry on  various  battle  fields  of  the  Civil  war. 
the  last  named,  February  13.  1865,  being  Eor 
gallant  services  in  the  campaign  of  southwest 
Virginia.  On  May  1,  1864,  he  was  appointed 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Sixth  United  States 
Cavalry ;  was  promoted  colonel  September 
19th  of  that  year;  brevetted  brigadier  general 
February  13,  1865,  and  honorably  mustered 
out  of  the  volunteer  service  of  the  colored  cav- 
alry, April  15,  1866.  He  was  appointed  a 
captain  in  the  United  States  army  May  I, 
1866;  major  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  July  28th 
of  that  year ;  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Tenth 
Cavalry,  March  20,  1879;  colonel  of  the  Fifth 
Cavalry,  April  21,  1887;  brigadier  general, 
May  26,  1897;  major  general  of  volunteers, 
May  4,  1898 ;  honorably  discharged  from  the 
volunteer  service,  June  12,  1899;  major  gen- 
eral United  States  army,  April  13,  1903,  and 
retired,  as  stated,  April  14,  1907.  In  1898 
General  Wade  served  as  head  of  the  Cuban 
Evacuation  Commission ;  was  connected  with 
the  military  department  of  the  Philippines  in 
1 90 1 -4.  commanded  the  division  of  the  Philip- 
pines in  1903-4  and  the  Atlantic  division  in 
I904-7- 

Ansel  T.  Simmons. — A  man  of  marked 
ability  and  worth,  A.  T.  Simmons,  now  serving 
his  third  term  as  postmaster  at  Geneva,  is  de- 
voting his  time  and  energies  to  the  duties  of  his 
position,  being,  a  most  popular  and  efficient 
public  official.  A  son  of  the  late  William  P. 
Simmons,  he  was  born,  December  16,  1859,  in 
Rome,  Ashtabula  county,  of  English  ancestry. 

Born  and  bred  in  Lincolnshire,  England. 
William  P.  Simmons  was  reared  to  horticul- 
tural pursuits,  and  as  a  youth  worked  in  the 
famous  gardens  at  Kew,  and  at  Eton  Hall,  be- 
coming skilled  as  a  florist.  Emigrating  to  this 
country  when  young,  he  lived  for  a  number  of 
years  in  Rome,  ( Hiio,  from  there  coming,  in 
18(14.  to  Geneva,  where,  as  a  landscape  gard- 
ener, lie  laid  out  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery,  of 
which  he  was  afterwards  superintendent  for 
thirty  years.  About  1874  he  opened  a  whole- 
sale florist's  establishment,  and  shipped  the 
products  of  his  greenhouses  all  over  the 
county,  building  up  an  excellent  business,  in 
which  he  continued  until  his  death.  February 
<).  i8<>8.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  lie 
was  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  although 
never  an  office  seeker,  and  was  an  enthusiastic 
anti-slavery   man,   his   home   in   Rome   having 
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been  one  of  the  stations  on  the  underground 
railway.  He  was  an  Episcopalian  in  his  relig- 
ious beliefs,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
charter  members  of  Christ's  church,  in  Geneva. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Vincy  L. 
Ackley.  She  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Con- 
necticut, and  moved  with  her  parents  to  Me- 
dina county,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married. 
Three  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
namely :  William  H.,  a  merchant  in  Bath,  New 
York ;  Lydia,  wife  of  Edwin  Booth,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio ;  and  A.  T. 

Learning  the  florist's  art  and  trade  while 
working  with  his  father,  A.  T.  Simmons  was 
subsequently  foreman  for  two  years  of  a  large 
plant  on  Long  Island,  after  which  he  assisted 
in  the  management  of  his  father's  greenhouses 
in  Geneva  for  many  years.  On  May  31,  1898, 
Mr.  Simmons  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Geneva,  a  position  of  much  importance,  the 
office,  under  his  administration  of  affairs,  hav- 
ing developed  from  a  third  class  office  to  a 
second  class  office,  with  both  city  and  rural  free 
deliveries.  In  1898,  when  he  assumed  charge 
of  the  office,  but  $90  was  allowed  for  a  clerk, 
but  this  sum  has  been  increased  by  the  addition 
of  $7,383  to  the  former  amount.  In  the  man- 
agement of  the  work  now  devolving  upon  him, 
Mr.  Simmons  has  eight  assistants,  including 
mail  carriers  and  clerks,  four  being  employed 
in  rural  free  delivery  service.  An  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  his  brother  is  an  equally  strong 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  platform,  Mr. 
Simmons  was  for  eight  years  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  resigning  to  accept  his  present 
official  position  under  the  Government.  For  the 
past  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Geneva  school  board,  which  is  not  a  politi- 
cal position,  being  now  president  of  the  board. 

On  July  12,  1882,  Mr.  Simmons  married 
Lillian  Down,  who  was  born  in  Maidstone, 
County  Kent,  England,  but  was  brought  up 
and  educated  in  Queens  county.  Long  Island, 
New  York,  and  they  have  one  child,  James  W., 
a  substitute  clerk  in  the  Geneva  post  office. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Simmons  is  a  member,  and  an 
officer,  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  Mrs.  Simmons  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Charles  P.  Rose,  of  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  is  an  energetic  and  leading  member  of 
the  Lake  Erie  Concrete  Company,  and  is  do- 
ing his  full  part  in  the  practical  demonstration 
of  the  manifold  uses  to  which  concrete  mav  be 


put  as  a  substitute  for  wood  and  stone.  In 
paving,  building  blocks,  bridge  and  house 
building,  and  the  manufacture  of  artistic  de- 
signs for  architectural  repairs,  Mr.  Rose  is 
perfectly  at  home,  and  is  a  strong  force  in 
forwarding  the  business  of  his  company. 

Mr.  Rose  is  a  native  of  Wayne  county.  New 
York,  born  in  1858.  His  father  is  George 
Rose,  born  in  Oneida  county,  that  state,  in 
1834;  retired  some  years  ago  from  his  farm 
work  and  is  now  living  with  his  son  of  this 
sketch.  It  is  known  that  the  grandfather, 
Phineas  T.  Rose,  was  a  native  of  Dutchess 
county,  New  York,  and  fought  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  that  the  great-grandfather  was  in 
the  Revolutionary  ranks.  So  that  there  is  no 
dearth  of  patriotic  blood  in  the  several  genera- 
tions of  the  Rose  family.  Charles  P.  has  never 
had  an  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  stream, 
his  life  having  been  passed  in  business  and  me- 
chanical occupations.  He  has  always  been  a 
builder-up  in  his  home  communities,  and  Lake 
county  contains  many  evidences  of  his  skillful 
and  honest  handiwork. 

John  F.  Wells. — The  venerable  and  hon- 
ored postmaster  in  the  village  of  Kirtland  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  well  known  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Lake  county,  of  which  he  is  a  native  son 
and  within  whose  borders  the  major  portion  of 
his  long  and  useful  life  has  been  passed.  He 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Kirtland  and  retired  from  the  same 
in  1907. 

Mr.  Wells  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm 
of  his  parents,  four  miles  east  of  the  village  of 
Kirtland  and  in  the  township  of  the  same 
name,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  March 
16,  1835.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Emily  (Bill- 
ings) Wells,  both  of  whom  were  born  near 
Greenfield,  state  of  Massachusetts.  In  coming 
to  Ohio,  John  Wells  walked  the  major  portion 
of  the  distance  from  Massachusetts  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  took  passage  on  a  stage  for  Cleve- 
land, from  which  place,  then  a  mere  village  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest  surrounding  he  made 
his  way  also  by  stage  to  Painesville.  the  county- 
seat  of  Lake  county.  Here  Dwight  Martin- 
dale,  who  came  from  the  same  place  in  Massa- 
chusetts, had  already  established  his  home,  and 
Mr.  Wells  was  in  his  employ  about  three  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to  his 
native  place  and  was  there  married.  Upon 
coming  again  to  Lake  county,  in  company  with 
his  young  bride,  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild 
land,  in  Kirtland  township,  and  the  only  im- 
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provements  on  the  place  were  those  repre- 
sented in  a  log  house  and  a  clearing  of  about 
five  acres.  He  secured  the  property  from  the 
man  who  had  originally  purchased  the  same 
from  the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  and 
there  he  established  his  permanent  home.  He 
added  to  his  land  until  he  had  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres,  and  he  reclaimed  this  entire 
tract  to  cultivation,  living  up  to  the  full  tension 
of  the  pioneer  epoch  and  sparing  himself 
naught  in  the  application  of  energy  and  pro- 
ductive toil.  About  the  year  1837  he  erected 
a  comfortable  frame  dwelling  on  his  farm,  and 
this  building  still  stands,  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  a  century.  When  -well  advanced  in 
years  John  Wells  sold  his  old  homestead, 
which  had  been  transformed  into  a  valuable 
farm  through  his  arduous  labors,  and  pur- 
chased a  small  tract  of  land  in  the  village  of 
Kirtland,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  He  was  a  man  whose  entire  life  was 
guided  and  governed  upon  a  lofty  plane  of  in- 
tegrity and  honor  and  he  was  not  denied  the 
fullest  measure  of  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem in  the  county  to  whose  civic  and  material 
development  he  contributed  in  a  most  generous 
degree.  He  was  for  many  years  a  deacon  in 
the  Congregational  church  in  the  village  of 
Kirtland  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  its  pil- 
lars, strong  in  his  religious  faith  and  ever  de- 
sirous of  fostering  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his 
fellow  men.  He  first  married  Miss  Salome . 
Billings,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  his  native 
place,  and  who  died  when  a  young  woman, 
leaving  three  daughters — Martha,  a  loved 
maiden  woman  of  Kirtland.  remained  with  her 
father  until  his  death  and  she  is  now.  in  1909, 
eighty-one  years  of  age  ;  Mary  became  the  wife 
of  Benjamin  F.  Ladd  and  they  removed  to  the 
state  of  Iowa,  where  she  died  when  about 
seventy  years  of  age :  Emily  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  F.  Button  and  they  removed  to  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  .Miss  Emily 
Billings,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife  of  John  Wells, 
had  come  to  '  foio  and  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  he  wedded  this  sister,  who  reared  the 
children  with  all  of  the  maternal  solicitude,  and 
who  survived  her  husband  by  a  few  years, 
passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years. 
Of  the  four  children  of  the  second  marriage 
the  subject  of  this  review  is  the  eldest ;  Charles 
V..  the  next,  a  retired  farmer,  resides  at  Tabor, 
Fremont  county,  Iowa :  Margaret  became  the 


wife  of  William  P.  Whelpley  and  died  when 
a  young  woman  ;  and  Henry  O.  is  a  representa- 
tive farmer  of  Kirtland  township. 

John  F.  Wells,  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  pioneer 
farm,  contributing  his  quota  to  its  work  and  in 
the  meanwhile  availing  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  somewhat  primitive  schools  of  the 
locality  and  period.  As  a  young  man  he  went 
to  Illinois  and  later  to  Iowa,  but  after  an 
absence  of  about  five  years  he  returned  to  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  in  1857.  I"  tms  county  he  con- 
tinued to  be  actively  identified  with  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  in  Kirtland  township,  for  some 
years,  after  which  he  followed  the  same  voca- 
tion in  Chardon  township,  Geauga  county, 
whence  he  finally  returned  to  Lake  county  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Mentor  township.  He 
continued  his  identification  with  the  great  basic 
industry  of  agriculture  until  1877,  when  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  village  of  Kirtland 
and  opened  a  general  merchandise  store,  which 
he  conducted  successfully  for  a  period  of  about 
thirty  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  in 
1907,  he  retired.  He  built  up  a  large  and  sub- 
stantial enterprise  and  gained  and  maintained 
a  strong  hold  upon  popular  confidence  and 
esteem.  The  store  which  he  so  long  occupied 
was  erected  at  the  time  when  the  Mormons  had 
their  headquarters  in  this  section,  and  the 
original  owner,  a  member  of  that  faith,  accom- 
panied his  fellow  "saints"  on  their  memorable 
exodus  to  Salt  Lake.  Utah.  His  name  was 
N.  K.  Whitney,  and  the  building  has  changed 
hands  but  three  times  since  erected  by  him, 
having  been  utilized  as  a  store  the  major  por- 
tion of  the  time  during  all  the  long  intervening 
years.  It  is  now  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the 
village  and  county,  and  is  still  owned  by  Mr. 
Wells,  of  this  review.  Mr.  Wells  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Kirtland  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Garfield,  an  honored 
native  son  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  period  of  eight  years  has 
been  either  postmaster  or  assistant  postmaster 
for  thirty  years.  This'  office  having  been 
abolished  October  15.  1909.  For  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  Mr.  Wells  has  served  in 
either  the  office  of  township  clerk  or  township 
treasurer,  of  the  latter  of  which  he  is  the  pres- 
ent incumbent,  besides  which  he  is  township 
assessor.  He  was  at  one  time  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  but  found  it  inexpedient  to  qualify 
for  this  position.  He  gives  an  unqualified  al- 
legiance to  the  Republican  party  and  has  been 
an  active  worker  in  its  cause.    He  has  been  an 
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appreciative  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  is  actively  affili- 
ated with  Willoughby  Lodge,  No.  302,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  the  neighboring  vil- 
lage of  Willoughby. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1857,  Mr.  Wells 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Ben- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Chardon  township, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Elihu  and  Jane  Benton,  who 
passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Char- 
don township,  where  the  father  was  a  pioneer 
farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children, — Charles  Clinton',  who  is 
a  successful  fruit-grower  in  Boulder  county, 
Colorado ;  Emma  J.,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Riley  Harris,  a  farmer  in  Kirtland  township, 
where  he  died,  and  she  now  resides  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Mentor,  Lake  county ;  Eunice  B.,  who 
remained  at  the  parental  home  and  assisted  her 
father  in  the  store  and  postoffice,  died  in  1902, 
unmarried. 

Christopher  C.  Gardner,  who  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Ravenna  as  a  florist,  was  born  in  Freedom 
township  of  Portage  county  June  5.  1846,  a 
son  of  William  and  Merritt  (Madison)  Gard- 
ner, the  father  born  in  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  mother  in  Bennington 
county,  Vermont.  William  Gardner  was  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Abigail  (Stedman)  Gardner, 
and  Henry  was  a  son  of  James  Gardner,  from 
Rhode  Island.  On  the  maternal  side  Christo- 
pher C.  Gardner  is  a  grandson  of  Robert  and 
Luis  (Vaughn)  Madison,  from  Vermont,  and 
a  grandson  of  Robert  Madison,  from  Rhode 
Island.  Both  James  Gardner  and  Robert  Madi- 
son served  their  country  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Robert  and  Lois  Madison  with  their 
family  settled  on  timber  land  in  Hiram  town- 
ship of  Portage  count}',  Ohio,  in  the  fall  of 
1833.  but  in  time  this  pioneer  couple  succeeded 
in  clearing  their  land  and  placing  it  under 
cultivation. 

William  Gardner,  the  father  of  Christopher, 
came  to  Freedom  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  in  1820,  making  the  journey  by  stage 
and  on  foot.  On  his  arrival  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  and  being  a  brick-maker  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  during  the  summer  months 
and  worked  at  clearing  his  land  in  the  winters. 
His  farm  at  the  time  of  purchase  was  an  un- 
broken wilderness  of  timber,  and  after  he  had 
it  cleared  he  followed  farming  exclusively  dur- 


ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  During  the  early 
years  of  his  residence  here  he  helped  make  the 
brick  for  the  old  court  house.  Born  in  the  year 
of  1805,  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  in 
1887.  His  wife  died  in  1891,  aged  seventy-four 
years.  In  his  early  life  William  Gardner  served 
as  a  captain  of  militia.  His  son  Henry  was  a 
Civil  war  soldier  for  four  years,  for  three 
years  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth  New 
Jersey  volunteers,  and  then  enlisting,  with  the 
First  New  York  volunteers,  an  engineering 
corps,  he  served  with  that  command  until  the 
close  of  the  conflict.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gardner  numbered  five  children :  Henry, 
deceased ;  Robert,  whose  home  is  in  Kansas ; 
Maria,  who  resides  with  her  brother  Christo- 
pher, the  next  born  ;  and  Frank,  who  is  also 
deceased. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  Christopher  C. 
Gardner  continued  to  reside  on  the  old  home 
farm  with  his  sister,  who  has  never  married, 
until  in  August  of  1903,  when  he  built  his 
residence  in  Ravenna,  on  Freedom  street.  Em- 
barking' in  the  hot  house  business,  he  has  about 
three  thousand  feet  under  glass,  and  being  a 
natural  mechanic  he  was  able  to  erect  all  his 
own  buildings.  He  disposes  of  his  plants  in 
this  immediate  vicinity.  As  did  his  father,  Mr. 
Gardner  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  the  former  at  one  time  served  as  the  trus- 
tee of  Freedom  township. 

Newton  Chalker. — The  history  of  the 
Chalker  family  in  America,  according  to  the 
best  information  now  obtainable,  dates  back 
to  about  the  year  1650,  when,  according  to  an 
unauthenticated  tradition,  three  brothers  of 
that  name  emigrated  from  England  and  lo- 
cated in  the  then  colony  of  Connecticut,  where, 
ever  since  that  time,  people  bearing  that  name 
have  continued  to  reside.  There  are  people  of 
that  name  also  residing  in  Plymouth,  England, 
at  this  time. 

The  following  genealogy  is  furnished  by 
Samuel  Alfred  Chalker.  of  Saybrook.  Con- 
necticut, aged  over  eighty  years. 

Alexander  Chalker  married  Patience  Post, 
September  2ij.  [649,  in  Saybrook,  Connecticut, 
Their  children  were:  Stephen,  Samuel.  Mary, 
Abraham,  Patience,  Sarah,  Jane  and  Alex- 
ander. 

The  above  named  Samuel  Chalker.  who  was 
born  April  2j.  1651,  married  Phoebe  Lull.  Oc- 
tober 31,  1670.  Their  children  were:  Stephen, 
Samuel,   Phoebe    (deceased)    and    Phoebe. 
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The  last  named  Samuel,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 6,  1679,  married  Rebecca  Ingram,  June  24, 
ander  and  Gideon. 

The  last  named  Samuel,  or  Samuel  III,  was 
born  probably  about  the  year  17 12.  He  mar- 
ried and  had  the  following  children:  Daniel, 
Selden  and  Sarah. 

Newton  Chalker,  of  this  sketch,  furnishes 
the  following  supplement  to  the  above :  The 
above  named  Daniel  was  born  probably  about 
the  year  1740,  and  was  married  probably  about 
the  year  1765.  His  children  were :  Samuel, 
Sarah,  Daniel,  Anna,  Patty,  Phoebe  and  James 
(twins),  Joseph,  Charles  and  Nathaniel.  All 
of  the  above,  except  the  immigrant,  Alexan- 
der Chalker,  are  supposed  to  have  been  born 
in  or  near  to  Saybrook,  Connecticut. 

The  above  named  Daniel  Chalker,  Sr.,  his 
wife  and  several  of  their  children,  about  the 
year  1800,  removed  from  Connecticut  and  set- 
tled in  Choconut  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  parents  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  and  their  children 
married  and  reared  families. 

The  history  of  the  Chalker  family  in  Ohio 
begins  with  the  settlement  in  Southington 
township.  Trumbull  county,  of  the  above 
named  James  Chalker,  the  grandfather  of 
Newton.  In  his  youth  he  emigrated  from  Say- 
brook,  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1805,  bring- 
ing with  him  by  means  of  an  ox  team  and 
wagon,  his  young  wife  Mercy  (Norton),  an 
infant  son  Orrin,  and  all  of  his  earthly  be- 
longings, which  then  consisted  only  of  his 
faithful  ax,  his  trusted  gun  and  a  few  house- 
hold utensils.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  he 
moved  upon  a  tract  of  woodland  one-half  mile 
west  of  the  center  of  Southington,  where,  out 
of  the  dense  forest  which  confronted  him  in 
every  direction,  inhabited  only  by  bears, 
wolves,  deer  and  other  wild  game,  he  carved 
for  himself  and  family  a  home  which  he  con- 
tinuously occupied  until  his  death  in  the  year 
1867,  at  the  age  of  about  ninety  years,  his 
faithful  wife  preceding  him  in  the  year  i860. 
They  and  Luke  Yeits  and  wife,  Hannah  Nor- 
ton, were  the  first  families  who  settled  in 
Southington. 

In  that  home,  which  consisted  at  first  of  a 
rude  log  cabin,  but  later  of  a  convenient  frame 
dwelling,  taken  down  in  the  year  1006  to  make 
room  for  the  present  commodious  home  of  his 
grandson.  Lewis  Chalker,  that  pioneer  couple 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood  a  family 
of  nine  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz:  Orrin, 
Joseph,  Edmond,  James,  Phoebe,  Anna,  Polly, 


Daniel,  Calvin,  Philander,  Harrison,  Allen  and 
Mercy ;  all  of  whom,  except  Polly  and  Mercy, 
who  removed  to  the  state  of  Indiana,  and 
Anna,  who  removed  to  Nelson,  located  in 
Southington  and  reared  families.  There,  in 
that  early  wilderness  home  with  neighbors  few 
and  far  between,  that  couple  and  their  large 
group  of  rugged  children  braved  and  endured 
the  privations  and  hardships  known  only  to 
pioneer  life.  In  the  graveyard  at  the  center  of 
Southington  their  ashes  and  those  of  all  of 
their  sons  but  one  (Philander),  who  is  still 
living,  and  of  all  of  their  sons'  wives  are  now 
reposing. 

James  Chalker,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Newton, 
was  born  in  Southington,  June  15,  1811.  He 
received  but  a  very  limited  education,  having 
attended  school  only  about  three  winter  terms 
during  the  whole  of  his  childhood  and  youth, 
and  that  was  in  a  log  schoolhouse  one  mile  east 
of  Southington  Center.  But  by  much  read- 
ing in  after  years  he  became  well  informed 
in  history  and  a  thorough  student  of  the  Bible. 
During  many  years  of  his  life  he  frequently 
engaged  in  public  debate  upon  various  relig- 
ions and  secular  questions,  and  was  always 
regarded  as  a  formidable  antagonist  in  the 
forensic  arena.  Early  in  life  he  purchased,  on 
credit,  fifty  acres  of  land,  located  two  miles 
west  of  Southington  Center,  where,  like  his 
father  before  him,  with  only  an  ax,  a  strong 
body  and  a  resolute  mind,  he  carved  out  of 
the  forest  a  home  for  himself  and  family. 
From  time  to  time  he  added  to  his  first  pur- 
chase and  eventually  became  one  of  the  larg- 
est land  owners  and  one  of  the  most  thrifty 
farmers  of  his  township.  He  first  married 
Miss  Eliza  Jane  Hyde,  of  Farmington,  Octo- 
ber 27,  1836.  To  them  were  born  Benson, 
who  died  in  childhood ;  Byron,  who  became  a 
farmer  and  died  in  Southington,  1892,  aged 
fifty-two;  Newton;  and  Columbus,  who  also 
was  a  farmer  in  Southington,  and  died  in 
1876,  aged  twenty-seven. 

Mr.  Chalker  having  lost  his  wife.  December 
24,  1849,  'narried  Miss  Adeline  Timmerman, 
of  New  York  state,  1851.  To  them  were  born 
Mary  Jane,  subsequently  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Morris,  of  Southington,  where  she  died.  1888, 
aged  thirty-six  :  and  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  Thomas 
McConnell,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Mr.  Chal- 
ker was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and 
both  of  his  wives  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  He  departed  this  life  Septem- 
ber 23,   1893,  aged  over  eighty-two  years. 

Newton  Chalker  was  born  in  Southington, 


8i6 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  September  12,  1842, 
the  third  son  of  James,  Jr.,  and  Eliza  J.  Chal- 
ker,  referred  to  above.  He  remained  on  his 
father"s  farm  in  Southington  most  of  the  time 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  neighborhood  until  four- 
teen years  of  age.  At  the  latter  age  he  began, 
and  continued  for  six  years,  to  attend  at  irreg- 
ular intervals  the  Western  Reserve  Seminary 
at  West  Farmington,  this  county.  At  that 
school  Mr.  Chalker,  without  encouragement 
and  with  but  little  assistance,  made  his  great- 
est efforts  to  obtain  an  education.  Some  of 
the  time  he  worked  for  his  board,  but  most  of 
the  time  boarded  himself ;  at  one  time,  when 
but  fifteen  years  old,  chopping  his  own  fire- 
wood and  hauling  it  with  ox  team  to  his  school, 
a  distance  of  more  than  six  miles ;  at  other 
times  doing  the  janitor  work  of  the  seminary 
building  for  his  room  rent  and  tuition,  and 
most  of  the  time  walking  home,  a  distance  of 
six  miles,  at  the  end  of  each  school  week  to 
help  on  the  farm  on  Saturday,  then  returning 
to  school  on  foot,  carrying  the  following 
week's  supply  of  provisions.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  teaching  the  winter  term  of 
a  country  district  school,  teaching  successively 
in  the  townships  of  Braceville,  Southington 
and  Champion,  in  Trumbull  county,  and  Park- 
man,  in  Geauga  county,  and  in  the  state  of 
Michigan. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Eighty-seventh  Regiment,  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  He  was  in  the  hard  fought 
battle  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  which 
began  on  the  12th  and  terminated  on  the  15th 
of  September  of  that  year.  In  that  battle  the 
Union  forces  were  under  command  of  Colonel 
D.  H.  Miles  and  numbered  about  14,000.  The 
rebel  forces  were  under  command  of  General 
"Stonewall"  Jackson,  and  numbered  two  or 
three  times  as  many.  After  three  days'  hard 
fighting  the  Union  forces  were  surrendered  by 
their  commander  and  12,000  infantry  were 
taken  prisoners,  the  2,000  cavalry  having  made 
good  their  escape  during  the  preceding  night. 
These  prisoners,  among  whom  was  Newton 
Chalker,  were  soon  paroled  and  sent  north. 
Later  in  the  same  year,  by  reason  of  expiration 
of  term  of  enlistment,  this  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service  and  Mr.  Chalker  returned 
to  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1863  Mr.  Chalker  entered 
Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  graduated  therefrom  in  June,  1866. 
receiving  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  and 


later,  master  of  arts.  The  year  1866-7  he  was 
principal  of  Dixon  Seminary,  at  Dixon,  Illi- 
nois, and  the  following,  year  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  public  schools  of  Darlington, 
Wisconsin.  In  September,  1868,  he  entered 
the  law  school  of  Albany,  Xew  York,  and 
graduated  therefrom  the  following  year  and 
was  at  once  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of 
that  state.  After  passing  a  few  months  in  a 
law  office  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  he  located, 
in  the  autumn  of  1S69,  in  Cameron,  Missouri, 
and  there  began  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  remained  in  Cameron  nearly  five  years,  but 
not  realizing  his  expectations  which  he  had 
entertained  of  the  west  he  returned,  in  1874  to 
Ohio  and  on  August  14  of  that  year  he  located 
in  Akron,  where  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
law  and  continued  therein  the  ensuing  twenty 
years.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Chalker's  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  readily  accord  to  him  the  repu- 
tation of  being  able,  industrious  and  honorable. 
In  addition  to  his  profession  Mr.  Chalker  has 
engaged  in  various  lines  of  business.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  People's  Savings 
Bank  of  Akron  and  during  the  entire  time  of 
his  connection  therewith  he  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  also  of  its  advisory 
board.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  for 
a  long  time  a  stockholder  of  the  Savings  Bank 
of  Barberton,  Ohio.  He  is  a  charter  member 
and  a  stockholder  of  the  Central  Savings  and 
Trust  Company  Bank  of  Akron,  one  of  that 
city's  largest  and  most  prosperous  financial 
institutions. 

Mr.  Chalker  has  dealt  extensively  in  real 
estate,  his  principal  transactions  being  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the 
city  of  Akron  and  also  the  purchase  of  twenty- 
one  acres  in  the  north  suburb  of  that  city, 
known  as  "North  Hill"  and  allotting  them  into 
more  than  a  hundred  residence  lots  and  selling 
to  individual  purchasers.  He  has  dealt  largely 
also  in  real  estate  in  the  island  of  Cuba  since 
the  Spanish-American  war  there,  his  holdings 
at  one  time  amounting  to  more  than  2,200  acres 
of  the  most  fertile  lands  in  the  province  of 
Puerto  Principe  of  that  island.  These  with 
other  enterprises  in  which  Mr.  Chalker  has  at 
various  times  engaged,  together  with  a  lucra- 
tive practice  at  the  bar.  have  constituted  for 
him  a  life  of  varied  labor  and  much  activity 
which  he  has  ever  enjoyed  far  more  than  he 
ever  did  the  trivial  pleasures  of  life. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1893  Mr.  Chalker 
practically  retired  from  the  practice  of  law  and 
his  other  business  and  devoted  several    years 
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thereafter  to  travel.  Seven  times  he  crossed 
the  continent  visiting  nearly  every  state  and 
territory  of  our  nation.  He  traveled  extensively 
in  Canada,  Alaska  and  Mexico.  In  June, 
1895,  he  started  on  a  tour  abroad  and  visited 
the  chief  places  of  interest  in  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, England,  France,  Belgium,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Italy,  Greece,  Palestine,  Egypt, 
India,  Burmah,  China,  Japan  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  making  a  complete  tour  around  the 
world  in  one  year.  In  February,  1905,  Mr. 
Chalker  made  his  second  tour  abroad,  visiting 
the  Azores  Islands,  Morocco,  Algeria,  the 
island  of  Sicily,  Italy,  Southern  France  and 
Spain,  returning  the  following.  June. 

Notwithstanding  the  busy  life  which  Mr. 
Chalker  has  led  he  has  never  lost  his  interest 
in  education  nor  forgotten  his  native  township. 
In  the  year  1907  he  completed  and  equipped,  at 
a  cost  of  over  $20,000,  and  presented  to  the 
board  of  education  of  Southington,  a  high 
school  building  which  for  beauty  of  design, 
completeness  of  equipment  and  commodious- 
ness  of  appointments  is  scarcely  equaled  in  any 
other  rural  township  of  the  state.  It  contains 
a  public  auditorium  with  check  room,  dressing 
rooms  and  stage ;  assembly  and  recitation 
rooms  for  the  high  school  students  of  the 
township  ;  a  public  library  of  the  choicest  books 
and  a  banquet  hall  and  kitchen  fully  equipped 
to  accommodate  100  guests.  The  building  is 
lighted  with  gas  and  heated  by  furnace 
throughout.  Its  dedication  on  August  22, 
H)0",  was  the  most  notable  event  in  the  his- 
tory of  Southington.  The  assembly  of  people 
was  the  largest  that  had  ever  convened  within 
the  borders  of  that  township,  being  estimated 
at  2,000  and  was  addressed  by  the  most  dis- 
tinguished speakers  that  had  ever  spoken  there 
viz..  United  States  Senator  Charles  Dick,  of 
Ohio,  President  A.  P..  Riker  of  Mt.  Union  Col- 
lege and  President  C.  C.  Rowlinson  of  Hiram 
College. 

In  the  year  1878  Mr.  Chalker  inaugurated 
the  "family  reunion"  among  the  descendants 
of  the  pioneer  James  Chalker  and  wife.  Later 
the  descendants  of  the  pioneer  Norton  and 
Yiets  families  united  with  them.  These  de- 
scendants have  continued  to  hold  their  re- 
unions annually  ever  since.  The  reunion  in 
the  year  1905  was  made  the  occasion  for  cele- 
brating the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  in  Southington  of  those  pioneers. 
Next  to  the  dedication  of  Southington's  high 
school  building  that  celebration  is  the  greatest 
event  in  the  history  of  Southington.     It  was 


held  at  the  old  home  of  the  deceased  pioneer, 
James  Chalker  and  wife.  A  thousand  people 
were  present,  coming  from  five  different  states. 
A  most  fitting  program  for  the  occasion  was 
successfully  carried  out. 

In  politics  Mr.  Chalker  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  was  commander  of  Buckley  Post  of 
Akron  when  that  post  had  a  membership  of 
about  500  comrades,  which  was  not  equaled  by 
more  than  one  or  two  other  posts  of  the  state. 

George  R.  French,  M.  D. — Among  those 
who  are  ably  upholding  the  high  prestige  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Portage  county  is 
Dr.  French,  who  is  a  physician  and  surgeon 
of  marked  ability  and  who  is  established  in 
the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in  Gar- 
rettsville.  He  was  born  in  the  village  of  Park- 
man,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  April  28,  1873, 
and  is  thus  a  native  of  the  historic  old  West- 
ern Reserve.  His  father.  Dr.  John  French, 
was  born  in  the  Genesee  valley  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  in  the  year  1830,  and  was  a  son 
of  William  M.  and  Hannah  French,  who  re- 
moved from  the  Empire  state  to  Ohio  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Ashtabula  county 
about  the  year  1840.  There  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  and  there  the  father 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death.  In  Ashtabula  county  Dr.  John  French, 
who  was  a-  lad  of  about  ten  years  at  the  time 
of  the  family  removal  to  Ohio,  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  he  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine when  a  young  man,  thoroughly  fortify- 
ing himself  for  the  work  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  was  a  successful  and  pop- 
ular practitioner  for  many  years.  He  took 
up  his  residence  in  Parkman,  Geauga  county, 
about  1854,  and  there  he  followed  the  work 
of  his  humane  profession,  with  zeal  and  self- 
abnegation,  for  thirty-six  years.  He  continued 
in  active  practice  until  within  a  few  years 
prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  year 
1890.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectual  and 
professional  attainments  and  one  of  exalted 
character,  so  that  he  naturally  gained  and  re- 
tained a  strong  hold  upon  popular  confidence 
and  esteem  in  the  community  where  he  so  long 
lived  and  labored  and  where  his  memory  is 
held  in  reverent  regard  now  that  he  has  passed 
to  his  reward.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs. 
Emeline  (Raymond)  French,  wife  of  Dr.  John 
French,  was  a  native  of  Hiram,  Portage  coun- 
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ty,  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  Ray- 
mond, one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county. 
Mrs.  French  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest 
in  the  year  1874,  and  of  the  five  children  four 
are  living,  one  having  died  in  infancy.  Of 
these  children,  Dr.  George  R.  of  this  sketch, 
is  the  youngest. 

Dr.  George  R.  French  was  reared  to  ma- 
turity in  his  native  village  of  Parkman,  to 
whose  public  schools  he  is  indebted  for  his 
early  educational  discipline,  which  included 
a  course  in  the  high  school.  In  preparation 
for  the  exacting  work  of  his  chosen  profession, 
which  had  been  dignified  by  the  lifelong  serv- 
ices of  his  honored  father,  he  was  matricu- 
lated in  the  medical  department  of  Western 
Reserve  University,  in  which  he  was  grad- 
uated as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1896  and 
from  which  he  received  his  well  earned  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  the  same  year  he 
completed  an  effective  course  in  the  New  York 
post-graduate  school,  in  New  York  City. 

Dr.  French  served  his  professional  novitiate 
by  locating  in  the  village  of  Mantua,  Portage 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice 
about  two  and  one-half  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  in  1899,  he  removed  to  Gar- 
rettsville,  where  he  has  since  continued  in 
successful  business  and  where  he  has  built 
up  a  large  and  appreciative  practice,  based 
alike  on  his  well  recognized  professional  ability 
and  his  distinctive  personal  popularity.  He 
continues  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  ad- 
vances made  in  both  departments  of  his  pro- 
fession and  is  identified  with  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  Portage  County  Med- 
ical Society.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  which  he  holds  membership  in 
the  lodge  and  chapter  in  Garrettsville  and  also 
the  auxiliary  organization,  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  He  is  a  member  also  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  In  politics 
he  accords  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican parly. 

In  njoi  Dr.  French  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Florence  Tilden,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Portage  county,  where  her  parents, 
Horace  and  Margaret  (Rutherford)  Tilden 
have  long  maintained  their  home.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  French  are  actively  identified  with  the 
social   life   of   their  home   village. 

Avery  K.  Spicer. — As  a  representative  of 

one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Summit 
county,  with  whose  annals  the  name  has  been 
identified   for  practically  a  century,  and  as  a 


sterling  citizen  of  his  native  county  and  of 
the  city  of  Akron,  which  has  been  his  home 
during  nearly  his  entire  life,  Mr.  Spicer  is 
specially  well  entitled  to  consideration  in  this 
compilation,  which  has  to  do  with  the  fine  old 
Western  Reserve  and  its  people.  He  was  long 
identified  with  business  interests  in  Akron,  and 
now,  at  the  age  of  three  score  years  and  ten, 
is  living  retired,  in  his  attractive  home  at  221 
Spicer  street,  which  thoroughfare  was  named 
in  honor  of  the  family  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber. 

Avery  K.  Spicer  was  born  in  Akron,  which 
was  then  a  small  village,  on  December  24, 
1839,  and  thus  became  a  right  welcome  Christ- 
mas guest  in  the  home  of  his  parents,  Hiram 
J.  and  Marilla  (King)  Spicer,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Summit  county,  in  August, 
1816.  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  also  a  native 
of  Summit  county,  where  she  was  born  Octo- 
ber 14.  1822.  Hiram  J.  Spicer  was  a  son  of 
Major  Minor  Spicer,  who  was  born  in  New 
England,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  colonial 
families  of  that  section,  in  which  was  cradled 
so  much  of  our  national  history,  and  who 
was  there  reared  to  manhood.  In  181 1  Major 
Spicer  removed  from  Connecticut  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  the  long  and  arduous 
overland  journey  was  made  with  an  ox  team, 
by  means  of  which  he  transported  his  little 
stock  of  household  necessities,  with  a  few 
primitive  farming  implements.  He  became 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Summit  county,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  150  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  in  Portage  township,  and  where 
he  made  a  clearing  in  which  to  erect  his  pio- 
neer log  house.  Here  he  passed  the  residue 
of  his  life,  a  man  of  unflagging  industry  and 
stanch  character,  and  before  he  was  sum- 
moned from  the  scene  of  his  mortal  endeavors 
he  had  reclaimed  to  cultivation  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  land.  He  gained  his  title  of 
major  through  his  service  as  an  officer  in  the 
militia.  He  was  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  the  pioneer  community  and  exercised  much 
influence  in  connection  with  public  affairs, 
as  he  was  a  man  of  strong  mentality  and  well 
fortified  convictions.  His  name  merits  a  place 
of  honor  on  the  roll  of  those  sturdy  pioneers 
who  did  well  their  part  in  the  initial  stages  of 
the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve. 

Hiram  J.  Spicer  was  reared  under  the  sturdy 
discipline  of  the  pioneer  farm  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  such  as  were  offered 
in    the   primitive   schools   of   the   locality   and 
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period.  He  was  one  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  all  assumed  their  share  of  responsi- 
bility when  young,  thus  equipping  themselves 
for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  The  major 
part  of  his  active  career  was  spent  as  a  car- 
penter and  contractor  and  he  lived  to  attain 
the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He 
died  in  Akron,  in  1903,  secure  in  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him  and  recognized  at  the 
time  as  one  of  the  most  venerable  pioneer 
citizens  of  Summit  county,  where  his  entire 
life  was  passed.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican 
in  politics  and  took  an  intelligent  interest  in 
the  issues  and  questions  of  the  day  even  to  the 
time  of  his  demise.  He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church,  as  was  also  his 
second  wife,  his  first  wife  being  a  member  of 
the  Universalist  church.  The  first  wife,  the 
mother  of  Avery  K.  Spicer,  died  in  1861,  and 
the  father  later  married  Mrs.  Serena  Barnett, 
who  survived  him  by  about  one  year,  as  her 
death  occurred  in  1904.  Five  children  were . 
born  of  the  first  marriage,  and  of  this  number 
the  only  one  living  is  Avery  K. 

Avery  K.  Spicer  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Akron,  which  he  has  seen  develop  from  an 
obscure  village  into  one  of  the  most  thriving 
and  attractive  cities  of  Ohio,  and  his  early 
educational  training  was  secured  in  the  village 
schools,  which  he  continued  to  attend  until 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  machinist 
in  the  shops  of  the  Buckeye  Harvester  Com- 
pany, and  with  this  concern,  long  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  important  in  Akron,  he 
continued  to  be  identified,  as  a  trusted  and 
skilled  employe  in  different  departments,  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  All  of  this  period, 
with  the  exception  of  about  five  years  passed 
at  varying  intervals,  in  Davis  county,  Mis- 
souri, he  was  employed  in  the  Akron  shops  of 
the  company.  After  having  thus  been  identi- 
fied with  this  great  industrial  enterprise  for 
twenty-five  years,  he  severed  his  connection 
therewith  and  engaged  in  contracting  for 
house  painting  and  similar  work,  besides  de- 
veloping a  successful  enterprise  as  a  building 
contractor.  With  these  lines  of  business  he 
was  actively  and  successfully  concerned  until 
1906,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  virtually 
retired,  having  accumulated  a  competency  and 
finding  pleasure  in  the  repose  which  he  is  en- 
abled to  enjoy,  together  with  the  pleasing 
association  with  a  host  of  leal  and  loyal  friends 
of  long  tried  adoption.  In  politics  Mr.  Spicer 
is  arrayed  as  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  prin- 


ciples and  policies  for  which  the  Republican 
party  stands  sponsor,  though  he  has  never 
manifested  any  ambition  for  public  office  of 
any  kind.  He  is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist church,  with  which  he  has  been  ac- 
tively identified  for  many  years.  During  the 
Civil  war  Mr.  Spicer  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Eighth  Regiment  of  the  Ohio  Home  Guard 
and  otherwise  contributed  his  quota  to  the 
support  of  the  Union  cause. 

On  January  24,  1861,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Spicer  to  Miss  Emily  F. 
Payne,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Annie  E. 
(  Busby)  Payne,  of  Akron.  Of  this  union  five 
children  have  been  born,  and  concerning  them 
the  following  brief  data  are  entered :  Perry  H. 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years ;  Marilla 
K.,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home,  is  a 
successful  and  popular  teacher  in  a  leading 
private  school  in  Akron ;  Anna  B.,  likewise 
with  her  parents,  is  a  talented  musician  and 
is  a  teacher  of  music ;  Alice  N.  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Beardsley,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah ; 
the  first  child  born  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.     Mrs.  Spicer  died  February  7,  1908. 

Milo  A.  Austin. — Possessing  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  the  discretion,  sound  judgment 
and  ability  qualifying  one  for  a  public  po- 
sition, Milo  A.  Austin  is  widely  known  as 
one  of  the  trustees  of  Geneva  township,  and 
as  a  useful  and  valued  resident  of  Geneva. 
A  son  of  the  late  David  Austin,  he  was  born 
January  12,  1853,  in  Geneva  township,  on  the 
old  Austin  farm,  which  was  originally  owned 
by  his  grandfather,  Horace  Austin. 

John  Austin,  the  great  grandfather  of  Milo 
A.,  came  with  his  family  from  Cattaraugus 
county,  New  York,  to  the  Western  Reserve 
in  181 1,  journeying  in  an  ox  cart,  making 
his  way  through  the  almost  pathless  woods 
by  a  trail  marked  with  blazed  trees.  Between 
1806  and  181 1,  a  small  portion  of  what  is  now 
Geneva  township  had  been  cleared,  but  the 
settlers  were  very  few  in  number,  and  long 
distances  apart.  John  Austin  first  located  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  on  the 
bank  of  Lake  Erie,  but  later  bought  the  farm 
now  owned  by  E.  D.  Humphrey,  on  the  North 
Ridge,  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Geneva. 
Clearing  off  a  large  part  of  the  heavy  timber, 
he  was  there  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death, 
about  1 83 1.  He  reared  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Horace,  who  settled  in 
Geneva  township ;  Lester  moved  to  Indiana 
about  1854;  Sanford  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
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ship  of  the  farm,  and  there  spent  his  life  of 
seventy  years :  Maria  married  Davis  Mont- 
gomery ;  and  Sally  became  the  wife  of  Laban 
Waterman. 

Ten  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Ashtabula  county,  Horace  Austin 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during 
his  entire  life.  After  his  marriage  he  bought 
land  lying  two  and  one-half  miles  northeast 
of  Geneva  village,  and  by  dint  of  strenuous 
labor  cleared  and  improved  a  homestead,  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  death,  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-five  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  he  married  Nancy  Alford, 
who  attained  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Both  were  charter  members  of  the  Baptist 
church,  of  which  he  was  for  forty  years  a 
deacon.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Alfred,  David  and  Isaac. 
Alfred  Austin,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  as 
captain  of  a  Pennsylvania  company  of  volun- 
teers, was  a  noted  school  teacher,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  principal  of  the  Waterford 
Academy,  in  Waterford,  Pennsylvania,  where 
his  death  occurred,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  Isaac  Austin  went  west  as  a  young 
man,  settling  as  a  merchant  in  Madison,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  died  when  but  fifty-five  years 
old. 

David  Austin,  born  on  the  parental  home- 
stead, northeast  of  Geneva,  on  the  Austin 
road,  March  n,  1831.  cared  for  his  parents 
in  their  declining  years,  and  finally  succeeded 
to  the  ownership  of  the  home  farm.  He  was 
successful  as  a  farmer,  living  on  the  home 
place  until  his  death,  July  16,  1906.  He  was 
a  noted  musician,  having  a  fine  tenor  voice, 
and  in  addition  to  teaching  a  singing  school ' 
for  thirty  years  was  chorister  in  the  Geneva 
Baptist  church  for  forty  years.  He  married, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mandana  A.  Todd, 
a  daugther  of  Amos  and  Harriet  (Pratt) 
Todd,  who,  in  1833,  moved  from  Homer,  New 
York,  to  Michigan,  and  in  1835  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Geneva  township,  Ashtabula  county. 
Mandana  A.  Todd  was  born  in  Allegany 
county,  New  York,  and  was  married  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  She  is  now  living  in 
Geneva.  To  her  and  her  husband,  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  namely:  Milo  A.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  and  Hattie  M.,  who  married 
Thomas  P.  Klumph,  a  traveling  salesman,  of 
Geneva.  Mrs.  Klumph  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  leaving  no  children,  and  her 
husband  is  also  dead. 

Leaving  the  old  home  at  the  age  of  eighteen 


years,  Milo  A.  Austin  worked  as  a  mechanic 
on  the  railroad  for  nine  years,  for  one  year 
running  a  stationary  engine.  Returning  then 
to  the  old  homestead,  he  was  there  busily  em- 
ployed in  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
until  1 901,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Geneva,  although  he  still  retains  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm.  He  is  now  in  business  in 
Geneva,  dealing  extensively  in  agricultural  im- 
plements, and  for  the  past  three  years  has  ren- 
dered appreciated  service  as  township  trustee. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  is 
now  chairman  of  the  building  committee  for 
the  new  Carnegie  library  in  process  of  con- 
struction. He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday  school. 

Mr.  Austin  married,  December  24,  1874, 
Fanny  A.  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Geneva, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Tye) 
Butler,  both  natives  of  England.  Bertha  D. 
Austin,  the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Austin,  married  Roy  A.  Fuller,  who  died  a 
year  and  a  half  later,  and  she  is  now  living 
with  her  parents. 

Jonathan  Ward,  is  numbered  among  the 
representative  farmers  and  honored  pioneers 
of  Willoughby  township,  Lake  county,  within 
whose  borders  the  family  was  founded  nearly 
four  score  years  ago.  He  himself  is  now  one 
of  the  most  venerable  residents  of  Willoughby 
township  and  is  living  virtually  retired,  after 
many  years  of  well  directed  and  fruitful  effort 
as  one  of  the  world's  noble  army  of  workers. 

Jonathan  Ward  was  born  in  Pittstown, 
Rensselaer  county.  New  York,  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Elliott  Ward,  Jr.. 
and  Sally  (Sherman)  Ward.  His  father  was 
born  in  Pittsfield,  Connecticut,  and  his  mother 
in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  Their  marriage 
was  solemnized  in  the  state  of  New  York  and 
in  1835  they  removed  thence  to  Ohio,  making 
the  trip  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  and  Lake 
Erie  to  Fairport,  Lake  county.  The  father,  who 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  same  in  the  village  of  Willoughby.  His 
sons  Elijah  and  Jonathan  and  also  his  daugh- 
ter Mary  assisted  him  in  the  shop,  and  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  the  county  he  purchased 
land  just  south  of  the  village,  opposite  the 
present  home  of  Watson  Brown,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  venerable  in  years. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  closing  years 
of  their  lives  in  Shelby.  Richland  countv.  He 
was  about  eighty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time 
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of  his  death,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him  by 
several  years,  was  about  ten  years  his  junior. 
His  brother  Allen  also  became  one  of  the  early- 
settlers  of  Lake  county,  and  here  also  came 
their  honored  father,  Rev.  Elliott  Ward,  who 
gained  wide  recognition  as  one  of  the  able  and 
honored  pioneer  clergymen  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
Of  the  children  of  Elliott  Ward,  Jr.,  brief 
record  is  given  in  the  following  paragraph. 

Mary  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Sidney  Green,  a  representative  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  was  seventy  years 
of  age  at  l*""  time  of  her  death.  Elijah,  who 
died  in  i§c3,  is  individually  mentioned  on 
other  pages  of  this  work.  Jonathan,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next 
in  order  of  birth.  Ziporah  became  the  wife 
of  A.  Lyon  Mattson,  a  representative  member 
of  the  bar  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  she  likewise 
lived  to  a  venerable  age.  Emily  first  married 
Charles  G.  Bruce  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Christopher  Smith.  She  was 
seventy  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 
Lydia  married  Captain  Cyrus  Askew  :  Lucy, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Lewis  White,  of  Wic- 
kliffe,  Lake  county,  was  about  sixty-five  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Hiram  went 
forth  in  defense  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war, 
was  wounded  and  then  captured  by  the  enemy, 
and  he  died  in  Libby  prison,  as  the  result  of  his 
wounds. 

Jonathan  Ward  was  about  twelve  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  from 
New  York  state  to  Ohio,  and  his  early  educa- 
tional discipline  was  secured  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  state  and  those  of  Lake 
county,  Ohio.  He  continued  his  father's  assis- 
tant in  the  work  of  the  latter's  tailor  shop 
until  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  coop- 
er's trade,  under  the  direction  of  his  uncle,  Al- 
len Ward,  of  Willoughby,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained three  or  four  years.  After  working 
at  his  trade  for  some  time  he  and  his  brother 
Elijah  bought  land  and  became  associated  in 
farming,  in  which  they  continued  after  the 
death  of  their  father,  whose  old  homestead 
they  divided  after  the  marriage  of  Elijah. 
Jonathan  secured  as  his  share  one  hundred 
acres,  besides  which  he  is  the  owner  of  a  farm 
of  thirty-seven  acres,  one  mile  distant  from  the 
old  homestead.  The  major  portion  of  his 
larger  farm  is  rented  and  is  devoted  to  diver- 
sified agriculture  and  dairying.  He  maintains 
his  home  on  this  farm,  and  his  present  attrac- 


tive and  commodious  residence  was  erected  by 
him  in  1887.  He  has  made  other  substantial  im- 
provements on  his  farms  and  has  aided  in  the 
development  of  this  section  from  a  compara- 
tive wilderness  into  one  of  the  most  opulent 
portions  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  has 
ordered  his  course  according  to  the  highest 
principles  of  integrity  and  honor  and  thus 
has  retained  at  all  times  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community  which  has  repre- 
sented his  home  from  his  boyhood  days.  In 
politics  he  was  formerly  aligned  as  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  is  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  and  now 
has  marked  socialistic  tendencies  in  designat- 
ing his  political  faith.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Willoughby  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
and  still  takes  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Ward 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ruth  Maria 
Carpenter,  who  was  born  at  Mentor,  Lake 
county,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hodges  Car- 
penter, who  was  then  a  popular  school  teacher 
of  Lake  county.  Mrs.  Ward,  who  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Universalist  church,  and 
was  survived  by  three  children :  Belle,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Edwin  Barnes  and  died  about 
two  years  after  her  marriage ;  Mary,  who  is 
the  wife  of  John  P.  Curtis,  of  whom  individaul 
mention  is  made  in  this  work  ;  and  Hiram  E., 
who  is  the  youngest  of  the  children,  is  a  suc- 
cessful evangelist  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
ranch  and  fruit  farm  near  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Hon.  E.  G.  Johnson. — Among,  the  able, 
rugged  and  benevolent  characters  who  have 
contributed  their  work  and  good  influences  to 
the  progress  of  the  Western  Reserve,  none 
have  a  more  secure  place  in  its  annals  and  in 
the  hearts  of  its  people  than  Hon.  E.  G.  John- 
son, the  veteran  lawyer  of  Elyria,  leading  Re- 
publican and  public  man,  and,  in  1892,  nom- 
inee for  congressional  representative  of  the 
Fourteenth  district  of  Ohio.  In  active  prac- 
tice for  more  than  half  a  century,  he  has  not 
only  maintained  his  professional  and  intellec- 
tual eminence  among  his  fellow  attorneys,  but 
has  clung  so  closely  to  the  highest  ethics  of  the 
law,  to  the  highest  standards  of  manhood  and 
moralitv,  that  warm  admiration  and  profound 
respect  have  never  been  divorced  in  the  public 
estimate  of  his  character.  His  official  service 
for  Lorain  county  has  been  equally  efficient 
and  honorable,  while  his  personal  relations 
with   friends   and   kindred   have   evinced   that 
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straightforwardness,  helpfulness  and  open- 
hearted  generosity  which  have  saved  him  from 
mere  popularity  and  brought  him  the  higher 
blessings  of  general  affection.  From  the  time 
of  his  service  in  the  Civil  war  to  the  present, 
there  is  no  phase  of  his  life  which  has  failed 
to  demonstrate  aught  but  bravery  and  inde- 
pendence, based  upon  intellectual  and  moral 
sincerity ;  and  both  his  friends  and  his  enemies 
have  always  found  him  where  he  believed,  in 
his  deepest  soul,  that  he  was  a  champion  of 
the  right. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  24th  of  November,  1836,  his  father, 
Hon.  Nathan  P.  Johnson,  migrating  to  that 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve  from  Jeffer- 
son county,  New  York,  in  1833.  Securing  a 
tract  of  heavily  timbered  land,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  sons  he  eventually  reclaimed  a  valu- 
able homestead  from  the  wilderness,  and  at 
the  same  time  made  his  influence  strongly  felt 
in  the  pioneer  legislation  of  the  state.  At  his 
death  in  1874  he  had  served  two  years  in  the 
Ohio  house  of  representatives  and  two  in  the 
senate,  as  well  as  filled  various  local  and  county 
offices.  The  deceased  was  a  man  of  fine  men- 
tality and  morality  and  his  son  obviously  in- 
herited the  strongest  and  best  traits  of  his  char- 
acter. 

E.  G.  Johnson  was  therefore  reared  under 
parental  and  home  influences  of  the  most  salu- 
tary nature,  and  most  generously  did  the  boy 
and  youth  respond  to  such  a  fostering  environ- 
ment. His  work  on  the  farm  insured  him 
physical  hardihood,  which  largely  gives  birth 
to  mental  and  moral  stanchness,  and  after  he 
had  drained  the  facilities  of  the  country  schools 
of  his  home  neighborhood  he  attended  Oberlin 
College  for  several  terms.  Before  he  attained 
his  majority  he  had  commenced  to  teach,  and 
during  the  several  years  in  which  he  thus  im- 
parted knowledge  to  others  the  fundamentals 
of  a  thorough  education  were  firmly  laid  in  his 
own  mind.  His  case  was  no  exception  to  the 
general  rule — that  teaching  has  always  been  a 
fine  preparation  for  the  law ;  and  the  latter 
profession  Mr.  Johnson  had  already  deter- 
mined to  master.  His  first  professional  stud- 
ies were  under  the  tutelage  of  L.  A.  Sheldon, 
of  Elyria,  who  subsequently  distinguished  him- 
self as  a  Union  general,  a  Louisiana  congress- 
man and  governor  of  New  Mexico.  On  the 
12th  of  March,  1859.  Mr.  Johnson  obtained  a 
certificate  of  his  admission  "to  the  Ohio  bar,  al- 
though he  had  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace 


in  1857.  LaGrange  township  and  Elyria  have 
since  been  the  headquarters  of  a  continuous, 
lucrative  and  laudable  practice.  Soon  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  closed  his  law 
and  justice's  office  and  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
afterward  Company  I,  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  for  three  months.  He  went 
out  as  first  lieutenant  and  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain.  While  at  Camp  Dennison  he 
re-enlisted  for  three  years,  but  was  rejected  by 
the  surgeon,  who  declared  him  physically  unfit 
for  military  duty,  and  he  was  therefore  honor- 
ably discharged.  It  was  several  years  after  his 
return  before  he  recovered  his  health.  He  re- 
sumed his  duties  as  lawyer  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  retaining  the  latter  until  1867.  In  1868 
he  was  elected  auditor  of  Lorain  county,  and, 
by  successive  elections,  remained  in  office  until 
his  resignation  in  1876,  the  former  year  mark- 
ing the  commencement  of  his  continuous  resi- 
dence in  Elyria.  Since  his  retirement  from 
the  county  auditorship  he  has  given  himself  to 
the  work  of  his  profession,  having  appeared 
in  much  important  litigation  in  both  the  state 
and  federal  courts.  Such  practice  has  gained 
him  high  repute,  both  as  an  able  and  versatile 
advocate  and  as  a  counselor  abundantly  forti- 
fied with  the  minutiae  of  jurisprudence. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Johnson  has  long  been  rec- 
ognized as  a  leader  of  his  party  in  the  Western 
Reserve,  For  twelve  years  he  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  Lorain  county  Republican  commit- 
tee :  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention 
of  his  party  in  1884,  and  in  1892  was  his 
party's  nominee  for  congressional  representa- 
tive from  the  Fourteenth  district  of  Ohio,  but 
met  defeat  in  the  Democratic  landslide  of  that 
year.  His  long  political  career  has  brought 
him  into  close  association  with  President  Gar- 
field, President  McKinley,  John  Sherman.  Sen- 
ators Hanna  and  Foraker,  and  other  great 
Ohio  leaders,  and  such  contact  has  always  re- 
sulted in  warm  and  enduring  friendship. 

Faithfully  wedded  to  his  profession,  Mr. 
Johnson  has  seldom  long  deserted  it,  although 
he  made  quite  an  extended  European  trip  in 
1886  and  a  western  tour  in  1887.  On  one  of 
his  tours  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  his  compan- 
ion was  Rev.  T.  C.  Warner,  the  pastor  of  the 
Elyria  Methodist  church,  to  whom  he  had  be- 
come greatly  attached,  and  who  enjoyed  a 
much-needed  vacation  at  Mr.  Johnson's  ex- 
pense. This  is  but  one  illustration  of  many 
which  might  be  adduced  showing  his  practical 
and  thoughtful  helpfulness.  The  instance  il- 
lustrates but  one  of  the  many  traits  which  have 
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given  Mr.  Johnson  such  a  strong  and  endur- 
ing hold  on  the  people  of  Lorain  county  and 
the  Western  Reserve. 

On  January  1,  1859,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Lydia  D.  Gott,  born  April  4, 
1841,  and  she  died  very  suddenly  on  Novem- 
ber 4,  1909.  Mrs.  Johnson  came  from  splen- 
did pioneer  stock.  Her  father,  Peter  Gott, 
was  one  of  the  strongest  of  those  strong  men 
who  settled  in  LaGrange  township  in  the  early 
day  and  cleared  the  forests  and  cultivated  pros- 
perous farms.  Some  one  speaking  of  him  said 
he  seemed  like  a  sturdy  oak  in  a  forest  of  great 
trees.  To  her  parents  Mrs.  Johnson  no  doubt 
owed  that  rich  religious  nature  which  she  en- 
joyed, for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gott  were  devout 
Christians  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all 
who  knew  them. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  stricken  while  seemingly 
in  perfect  health,  and  her  death  was  a  severe 
shock  to  family  and  friends.  Seldom  does  a 
community  possess  such  a  beautiful  character. 
She  became  a  Christian  when  a  girl  and  was 
a  central  figure  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  She  was  a  woman  of  an 
intense  religious  nature;  her  religion  was  no 
cold  form  of  profession,  but  her  heart  was  in 
it  to  such  a  degree  that  it  took  first  place.  Ex- 
ceedingly generous  to  all  worthy  causes,  espe- 
cially to  the  poor,  such  times  as  Christmas  and 
Thanksgiving  she  gave  substantial  expression 
of  her  sympathy  for  them.  Exceedingly  kind 
to  the  sick,  she  remembered  them  either  by  her 
presence  or  in  a  substantial  way.  Her  enthu- 
siasm for  her  church  was  so  marked  that  no 
lady  member  in  its  history  did  more  as  an  indi- 
vidual than  Mrs.  Johnson.  She  was  also  an 
active  and  effective  worker  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, being  a  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
She  loved  her  home,  which  has  now  suffered 
the  loss  of  a  faithful  wife  and  devoted  mother. 
Her  home  was  her  castle.  For  it  no  sacrifice 
was  too  great,  no  labor  too  exhausting.  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson, 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows :  Nathan 
P.,  of  Beaverton,  Oregon ;  Webster  H.,  of 
Elyria ;  Laura,  wife  of  O.  C.  Trembley,  of  Tif- 
fin, Ohio ;  Agnes,  at  home ;  Hale  C,  a  success- 
ful attorney  of  Elyria,  member  of  the  firm  of 
E.  G.,  H.  C.  &  T.  C.  Johnson ;  Bessie  is  Mrs. 
Charles  E.  Mudge,  of  Elyria ;  and  Thomas  C, 
an  attorney  of  Elyria,  member  of  the  above 
mentioned  firm. 

John  P.  Curtis. — As  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Re- 


serve and  as  an  able  and  popular  exponent  of 
the  great  basic  art  of  agriculture  in  Lake 
county,  Mr.  Curtis,  who  is  operating  one  of  the 
valuable  farms  of  Willoughby  township,  is 
well  entitled  to  representation  in  this  work.  He 
is  a  grandson  of  Eleazer  Curtis,  who  was 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Florence 
township,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  where  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  183 1.  Eleazer  Curtis  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  from  Salisbury,  Con- 
necticut, and  as  he  was  the  possessor  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  considered  a  comfortable 
fortune  in  those  pioneers  days,  he  became  the 
wealthiest  citizen  of  Florence  township,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  reclaimed 
a  farm  from  the  forest.  There  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  and  the  old  homestead  still  remains  in 
the  possession  of  his  descendants.  He  was  the 
father  of  John  W.,  Lucius,  Henry  and  Birdsey, 
and  the  two  first  mentioned  became  the  owners 
of  the  old  homestead  farm  after  his  death.  In 
1848  John  W.  Curtis  removed  to  Milan  town- 
ship, Erie  county,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  good  farm  and  where  he  maintained  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  seventy-one  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Patience  Tucker,  was 
a  native  of  Homer,  New  York,  and  was  a 
child  at  the  time  of  her  parents'  removal  from 
the  old  Empire  state  to  Erie  county,  Ohio.  She 
was  eighty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  John  W.  and  Patience  (Tucker)  Cur- 
tis became  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  still  living.  John  P.,  subject  of  this 
review,  is  the  eldest  of  the  number ;  Lee  is 
identified  with  the  Winchester  Arms  Company, 
of  New  Haven,  Connecticut ;  Laura  is  the  wife 
of  Adam  Stewart,  and  they  reside  on  her 
father's  old  homestead  farm  in  Florence  town- 
ship, Erie  county ;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Donald 
Donaldson,  of  Houston,  Texas ;  and  Walter  J. 
is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Cobb  county, 
Georgia. 

John  P.  Curtis  was  born  in  Florence  town- 
ship, Erie  county,  Ohio,  on  January  12,  1846, 
and  in  his  native  county  he  received  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  common  schools  of  the  period. 
He  continued  to  be  associated  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war, 
when  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
B,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-seventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
about  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  As  a 
youth    he    put    his    scholastic    attainments    to 
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practical  use  by  teaching  in  the  district  schools, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  for  about  twelve 
winter  terms,  principally  in  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
but  for  a  time  also  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  He 
was  also  employed  as  a  clay  worker  for  some 
time. 

In  1875  Mn  Curtis  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Peasly,  who  died  two  years 
later,  leaving  one  child,  Bertha  A.,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Ernest  Milliman,  of  Milan 
township,  Erie  county.  In  December,  1888, 
Mr.  Curtis  wedded  Miss  Mary  Ward,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Ward,  an  honored  pioneer 
of  Lake  county,  to  whom  a  specific  tribute 
is  given  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  The 
only  child  of  this  marriage  is  John  Carlyle 
Curtis,  who  was  born  in  October,  1900.  Since 
his  second  marriage  Mr.  Curtis  has  had 
charge  of  the  farm  properties  of  his  venerable 
father-in-law,  in  Willoughby  township,  Lake 
county,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  loyal  citizens  of  this  county, 
where  he  enjoys  marked  popular  esteem. 

In  politics  Mr.  Curtis  has  never  lacked  the 
courage  of  his  convictions  nor  failed  to  sup- 
port the  principles  and  measures  which  ap- 
pealed to  his  judgment.  In  early  manhood 
he  was  aligned  with  the  Republican  party 
and  later  he  became  an  active  worker  in  the 
cause  of  the  Democratic  party,  on  whose 
ticket  he  was  at  one  time  nominee  for  the 
office  of  county  commissioner  of  Lake  county. 
In  1904  he  did  not  approve  the  choice  of  the 
party  in  selecting  its  presidential  nominee, 
and  he  has  since  been  a  zealous  supporter  of 
the  cause  of  the  Socialist  party. 

John  E.  Richardson,  a  public-spirited  busi- 
ness man  and  citizen  of  Ravenna,  is  one  of  the 
dyeing  experts  of  the  country,  president  of 
the  Atlantic  Milling  Company  of  that  place  and 
interested  in  other  large  industries  of  Portage 
county.  He  is  also  president  of  the  city  coun- 
cil— a  man  whose  influence  is  broad  and  strong 
and  whose  enthusiasm  for  wholesome  progress 
is  contagious  and  inspiring.  He  is  an  English- 
man, born  in  Liverpool,  in  August,  1862,  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Peace)  Richardson, 
both  natives  of  Yorkshire.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
John  E.  being  the  third  child.  The  boy  ob- 
tained an  elementary  education  in  the  York- 
shire schools  and  some  experience  in  the  trade, 
science  and  art  of  dyeing  woolens ;  for  the 
processes  involved  call  for  the  application  of 
mechanics,  technical  knowledge  and  a  fine 
sense  of  harmony  and  contrast  in  colors.     At 


the  age  of  eighteen,  John  E.  Richardson  went 
to  Germany  and  Austria  to  complete  his  train- 
ing in  dyeing  and  finishing,  and  after  spending 
several  months  in  the  leading  woolen  mills  of 
those  countries  returned  to  Yorkshire  to  suc- 
ceed his  brother  as  a  boss  dyer.  Three  years 
later  he  moved  to  Tourcoing,  north  France, 
where  he  assumed  a  similar  position.  A  year 
later  he  returned  to  England,  but  after  four 
months  spent  at  home  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  spent  two  years  in  charge  of  the 
dyeing  at  the  Lymansville  (Rhode  Island) 
woolen  mills.  Mr.  Richardson  spent  the  suc- 
ceeding two  years  in  England,  as  a  master 
dyer,  and  upon  his  return  to  this  country  be- 
came superintendent  of  dyeing  in  the  worsted 
mills  of  James  Roy  and  Company  at  West 
Troy,  New  York.  Four  years  and  a  half  later 
he  located  at  Ravenna  to  accept  a  responsible 
position  in  his  line  with  the  Cleveland  Worsted 
Mill,  the  leading,  manufactory  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States.  Besides  being  the  president 
and  largest  stockholder  in  the  Atlantic  Milling 
Company  of  Ravenna,  he  is  a  director  of  the 
Byers  Machine  Company  of  Ravenna  and  of 
the  Seneca  Chain  Works  of  Kent,  as  well  as 
the  largest  stockholder  in  the  latter. 

A  sturdy  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson has  taken  an  active  interest  and  a 
leading  part  in  local  public  affairs  for  some 
years  past.  He  has  been  a  councilman  of 
Ravenna  since  1904  and  president  of  the  city 
board  since  1906.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  the  Troy  (New 
York)  Commandery,  Oriental  Temple  of 
Cleveland  (Ohio)  and  the  Mystic  Shrine  of 
Troy;  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  Ravenna.  In  September,  1894, 
Mr.  Richardson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Red  fern,  a  native  of  England  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Martha  (Wormsley) 
Redfern. 

William  L.  Poe  is  a  native  son  of  Ravenna, 
and  during  many  years  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  business  interests,  at 
the  present  time  being  connected  with  its 
wholesale  trade.  He  traces  his  lineage  back  to 
the  fatherland  of  Germany,  from  whence  came 
his  paternal  great-grandparents,  and  his  grand- 
father was  born  on  the  ocean  en  route.  He 
was  given  the  name  of  Andrew,  and  his  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Rutan.  Among 
their  children  was  a  son  Adam,  who  was  born 
in   Beaver   county,   Pennsylvania,   and  he  be- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


825 


came  the  father  of  William  L.  Adam  Poe 
served  his  country  during  the  war  of  1812,  and 
during  his  military  period  he  suffered  a  broken 
foot  from  the  accidental  falling  of  his  horse, 
this  accident  occurred  while  in  service.  After 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  while  passing  through 
Ravenna  and  its  subsequent  territory,  he  be- 
came so  pleased  with  its  outlook  that  he  in- 
vested in  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  what 
is  now  the  western  part  of  the  city.  But  con- 
tinuing his  journey  to  Beaver  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  remained  there  until  1822,  and  then 
returned  to  Ravenna  and  began  the  work*  of 
clearing  his  land,  for  at  the  time  of  the  pur- 
chase it  was  heavily  wooded.  He  had  the  brick 
made  with  which  to  build  his  house,  at  that 
time  the  finest  in  the  township,  and  in  time  he 
cleared  and  improved  his  land  and  farmed  it 
until  his  death  in  the  year  of  1859.  His  widow 
afterward  resided  with  her  children  in  Ravenna 
until  her  death  in  1876.  She  bore  the  name 
of  Eliza  Laughlin,  and  was  also  from  Beaver 
county,  Pennsylvania,  as  were  also  her  parents, 
Thomas  and  Sally  (Simpson)  Laughlin. 

William  L.  Poe,  the  fifth  born  of  their  seven 
sons  and  one  daughter,  received  his  educa- 
tional training  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the 
Ravenna  high  school,  and  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  F.  W.  Sey- 
mour Dry  Goods  store  in  Ravenna.  At  the 
close  of  three  years  as  an  employe  he  pur- 
chased Mr.  Seymour's  interest,  and  during 
fourteen  years  he  was  also  identified  with  the 
dry  goods  and  clothing  business.  Since  1888, 
however,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  making 
of  cheese  and  in  the  wholesale  produce  busi- 
ness, shipping  his  products  over  all  the  western 
states. 

Mr.  Poe  married  in  1865  Lois  Hotchkiss, 
also  born  in  Ravenna,  a  daughter  of  Julius  and 
Corinthia  (Babcock)  Hotchkiss,  from  Con- 
necticut. The  children  of  this  union  are: 
Arthur  H.,  of  Massillon,  Ohio;  Sarah,  whose 
home  is  in  Cleveland ;  and  Adah,  at  home  with 
her  father.  Mrs.  Poe  died  on  the  15th  of 
January,  1879,  and  in  January  of  1883  Mr. 
Poe  was  united  in  marriage  to  Le  Mira  E. 
Clark,  born  in  Hudson,  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Annie  (Metcalf ) 
Clark.  There  are  no  children  of  this  union. 
The  family  are  Congregationalists  in  their  re- 
ligious belief,  and  Mr.  Poe  is  serving  as  a 
deacon  and  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  his 
church.  He  is  a  Republican  politically  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 


Edward  L.  Davis. — Prominent  among  the 
capable,  intelligent  and  trustworthy  citizens  of 
Portage  county  who  have  been  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  govern- 
ment positions  is  Edward  L.  Davis,  postmaster 
at  Garrettsville.  He  was  born  in  England, 
March  8,  1840,  and  there  lived  until  eleven 
years  of  age. 

His  father,  Ellis  Davis,  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  dying  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1840.  He  subsequently  married  again, 
and  with  his  wife  and  children  came,  in  1851, 
to  America,  locating  first  at  Hiram  Rapids, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  as  a  miller.  Five  years 
later  he  established  himself  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness at  Garrettsville,  and  was  here  prosper- 
ously employed  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  in  1866. 

Coming  with  his  father  and  step-mother  to 
Ohio  in  boyhood,  Edward  L.  Davis  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  after  removing  with 
the  family  to  Garrettsville,  more  than  half  a 
century  ago,  he  began  working  with  his  father 
in  the  mill,  familiarizing  himself  with  its  man- 
agement. After  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr. 
Davis,  who  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  one- 
half  of  the  mill,  his  step-father  owning  the 
remaining  half,  assumed  its  entire  charge,  and 
for  twenty-four  years  carried  on  a  substantial 
business.  Giving  it  up  in  1880,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  until  1906,  when  he 
was  appointed,  by  President  Roosevelt,  post- 
master at  Garrettsville.  Mr.  Davis  has  resided 
in  the  village  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
He  was  for  twenty-five  years  clerk  of  the  town, 
and  for  three  years  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education. 

Mr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first,  in  1861,  Ann  Ferry,  who  died  in 
1875,  leaving  two  children,  Mary  and  Ellis. 
He  married  second,  in  1876,  Emma  Morgan. 
She  died  in  1880,  leaving  two  children  also, 
Grace  and  Daisy.  Politically  Mr.  Davis  is  a 
steadfast  Republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Garrettsville  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  P.  Cadwell. — The  patent  of  nobility 
which  rested  its  honors  and  distinction  in  the 
person  of  the  late  Judge  James  Putnam  Cad- 
well came  from  high  authority,  since  it  was 
based  upon  exalted  character  and  marked  abil- 
ity. His  life  was  one  of  generous  accomplish- 
ment as  one  of  the  representative  jurists  and 
legists  of  his  native  state,  but  greater  than 
this  was  the  intrinsic  loyalty  to  principle,  the 
deep  human  sympathy  and  the  broad  intellec- 
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tuality  which  designated  the  man  as  he  was. 
His  was  a  fine  mental  and  moral  fiber,  and 
his  life,  though  unostentatious,  was  a  public 
benefaction  and  one  of  cumulative  usefulness. 
He  died  in  the  sanitarium  at  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1902,  and 
his  home  city  and  county  mourned  the  loss  of 
one  of  their  most  popular  and  honored  citizens. 
James  Putnam  Cadwell  was  a  scion  of 
stanch  English  ancestry  and  the  family  was 
founded  in  New  England,  that  cradle  of  much 
of  our  national  history,  in  the  colonial  days. 
The  first  representative  in  Ohio  came  hither 
from  the  state  of  ,  and  the  par- 
ents of  Judge  Cadwell  were  numbered  among 
the  sterling  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
They  settled  in  Ashtabula  county  and  his  father 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Andover,  this  county,  where 
both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death.  Judge  Cadwell  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Andover,  on  the  26th  of  October, 
1853,  and  was  a  son  of  Starr  and  Jane  (Put- 
nam) Cadwell.  His  early  educational  disci- 
pline was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  village,  and  in  later  years  he  ever  con- 
tinued a  close  and  appreciative  student,  not 
alone  along  professional  and  academic  lines 
but  also  in  appreciative  devotion  to  the  best  in 
classical. and  current  literature.  After  attain- 
ing to  years  of  maturity  he  put  his  scholastic 
attainments  to  practical  utilization  by  drafting 
himself  in  the  pedagogic  service,  and  he  made 
an  excellent  record  as  a  successful  and  popu- 
lar teacher  in  the  schools  of  Andover  and  Jef- 
ferson, in  his  home  county.  It  was  while  he 
was  thus  employed  in  the  schools  of  Jefferson, 
the  county-seat  of  Ashtabula  county,  that  he 
formulated  definite  plans  for  his  future  career 
and  took  up  the  line  of  preparatory  work 
through  which  he  so  admirably  equipped  him- 
self for  the  profession  in  which  he  was  des- 
tined to  attain  so  much  of  precedence  and  dis- 
tinction. He  here  began  reading  law  under 
the  able  preceptorship  of  the  firm  of  Simonds 
&  Cadwell,  at  that  time  one  of  the  leading  law 
firms  of  the  county,  and  he  made  rapid  and 
substantial  progress  in  the  accumulation  and 
assimilation  of  legal  lore,  so  that  at  the  end  of 
the  prescribed  course  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Ohio,  upon  examination  before  the  con- 
stituted authorities  in  his  native  county.  He 
forthwith  established  himself  in  the  active  work 
of  his  profession  in  Jefferson,  where  his  powers 
and  personal  character  soon  won  for  him  a 
representative   clientage   and    enabled   him   to 


build  up  a  successful  practice.  In  1883  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney, 
and  during  his  six  years'  incumbency  of  this 
position  he  made  a  splendid  record  as  a  public 
prosecutor,  appearing  in  and  bringing  to  suc- 
cessful issue  many  important  cases.  In  1890, 
shortly  after  his  retirement  from  the  office  of 
prosecutor,  Judge  Cadwell  was  elected  judge 
of  the  probate  court  of  Ashtabula  county,  to 
which  position  he  was  thereafter  twice  re- 
elected. He  presided  with  marked  ability  on 
the  probate  bench  for  a  period  of  nearly  nine 
years,  and  resigned  near  the  close  of  his  third 
term  to  accept  appointment  to  the  bench  of 
the  common  pleas  court,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  William  P.  How- 
ard, who  died  on  the  14th  of  January,  1900. 
At  the  general  election  in  the  same  year,  Judge 
Cadwell  was  elected  to  the  office  for  the  short 
term,  and  in  November,  1901,  he  was  elected 
for  the  long  term,  of  five  years,  so  that  he  was 
incumbent  of  the  office  at  the  time  when  he 
was  called  from  the  scene  of  life's  mortal  en- 
deavors. 

As  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
Judge  Cadwell  showed  most  clearly  the  judicial 
bent  of  his  mind  and  the  wide  and  exact  knowl- 
edge of  law  and  precedent  which  made  his 
rulings  ever  just  and  equitable.  On  the  bench 
he  had  a  most  deep  appreciation  of  his  steward- 
ship, and  his  decisions  were  invariably  based 
on  law  and  evidence,  but  with  a  sense  of  the 
proportionate  values  of  equity  and  mercy.  Con- 
cerning him  the  following,  pertinent  words 
were  offered  in  the  leading  newspaper  of  Jef- 
ferson at  the  time  of  his  demise:  "Until 
stricken  with  the  malady  which  finally  resulted 
in  his  death,  Judge  Cadwell  was  daily  among 
us,  and  always  with  a  hearty  hand  clasp  of 
greeting  and  a  cheery  word  for  everybody. 
Long  before  he  became  prominent  in  public 
positions  he  was  known  as  a  big-hearted,  gen- 
erous and  manly  man,  and  of  him  it  may  be 
said  that  no  appeal  to  him  for  help  was  ever 
made  in  vain.  On  the  bench  he  was  ever  a  just 
and  upright  judge,  unflinching  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty,  yet  tempering  the  sometimes  ap- 
parent hard  lines  of  justice  with  mercy.  Every- 
body knew  and  loved  him,  and  we  who  knew 
him  best  at  the  home  town  he  honored  with 
his  residence,  loved  him  most.  In  court,  at  his 
lodge  or  club,  he  was  uniformly  kind  and  cour- 
teous to  his  associates,  and  at  the  home  fire- 
side he  was  a  loving,  husband  and  father, — 
and  what  higher  praise  can  be  bestowed  upon 
am-  American  citizen." 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


527 


In  politics  Judge  Cadwell  gave  an  uncom- 
promising allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  never  held  public  office  save  those  in 
direct  line  with  the  training  and  work  of  his 
chosen  profession.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  time-honored  Masonic  frater- 
nity, in  which  he  was  affiliated  with  Tuscan 
Lodge,  No.  341,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Jefferson  Chapter,  No.  141,  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons; Conneaut  Council,  No.  40,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters ;  Cache  Commandery,  No.  29, 
Knights  Templar;  and  the  Consistory  of  the 
Valley  of  Cleveland  in  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  had  attained  to  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  also  held  member- 
ship in  the  adjunct  organization,  the  Ancient 
t  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  in  which  he  was  affiliated  with  Al 
Koran  Temple,  in  Cleveland.  He  also  held 
membership  in  various  professional  and  civic 
organizations. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1885,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Judge  Cadwell  to  Miss 
Ida  Baldwin,  who  survives  him,  as  do  also  two 
daughters,  Dorothy  and  Susie.  Mrs.  Cadwell 
is  a  native  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Dodge) 
Baldwin.  She  is  prominently  identified  with 
social  affairs  in  the  village  of  Jefferson,  where 
she  has  ever  shared  in  the  popular  esteem  ac- 
corded to  her  honored  husband,  and  where, 
since  his  death,  she  finds  a  measure  of  com- 
pensation and  solace  in  the  gracious  associa- 
tions of  the  past  and  in  the  memory  of  his 
noble,  kindly  and  useful  life. 

Aloxzo  H.  Tidball,  M.  D. — Through  his 
manv  years  of  active  practice  of  medicine, 
A.  H.  Tidball,  M.  D.,  has  gained  experience, 
wisdom  and  skill  in  his  chosen  profession,  and 
is  eminently  deserving  of  the  position  which 
he  has  won,  not  only  as  a  physician,  but  as  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  Garrettsville,  where  he  has  been 
located  for  nearly  forty  years.  A  son  of 
Joseph  Tidball,  he  was  born,  October  2,  183 1, 
in  Millersburg.  Holmes  county,  ( )hio. 

Joseph  Tidball,  a  native  of  Allegheny  county, 
Pennsylvania,  came  to  (  )hio  at  an  early  day 
with  three  of  his  brothers,  and  all  four  of"  them 
settled  in  Holmes  county.  He  there  followed 
the  trade  of  a  hatter  during  his  active  career, 
residing  in  Millersburg  until  his  death,  in  the 
ninety-seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  was  of 
Welsh  descent,  and  inherited  in  a  large  meas- 


ure the  substantial  virtues  of  his  forefathers. 
He  married  Eliza  K.  Linn,  who  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  where  her  parents  located  on 
coming  from  Ireland  to  this  country.  She  sur- 
vived him,  passing  away  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Eleven  children  blessed 
their  union,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  and  of  these  five  are  still  living,  Dr. 
Tidball  being  the  seventh  child  in  succession 
of  birth,  and  the  fifth  son. 

Alonzo  H.  Tidball  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
Mansfield,  Richland  county,  with  Drs.  Cant- 
well  and  Chandler.  He  subsequently  entered 
the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  now  the  West- 
ern Reserve  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  fol- 
lowing, two  years  Dr.  Tidball  was  located  as 
a  physician  at  Freedom,  Ohio,  after  which  he 
was  similarly  employed  for  two  years  in  Noble 
county,  Indiana.  Going  in  1858  to  California, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Santa  Cruz  for  two  years.  Returning 
then  to  ,Ohio,  the  doctor  established  himself  at 
Mesopotamia,  Trumbull  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1870,  being  quite  successful  in  his 
work.  Coming  from  there  to  Garrettsville  in 
1871,  Dr.  Tidball  has  since  continued  his  prac- 
tice here,  having  in  the  meantime  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  to  a 
marked  extent,  and  gained  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive patronage.  He  is  widely  known  through- 
out this  part  of  the  county,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  oldest  practicing 
physicians  in  the  Western  Reserve. 

Dr.  Tidball  married,  in  1854.  Eliza  Jane 
Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of  Free- 
dom, Portage  county.  The  doctor  and  Mrs. 
Tidball  have  three  children,  namely :  Frank  W., 
of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota ;  Dr.  Fred  L.,  a 
dentist  in  Garrettsville;  and  Dr.  L.  A.,  a  well 
known  dentist  of  Ravenna,  Ohio.  The  doctor 
stands  high  in  professional  circles,  belonging 
to  both  the  American  and  the  Portage  County 
Medical  associations,  and  to  two  medical  socie- 
ties in  Cleveland.  He  takes  genuine  interest  in 
political  matters,  and  was  at  one  time  the 
Democratic  nominee  for  Congress,  and  was 
also  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
representative  from  Portage  county.  The  doc- 
tor is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order,  belonging  to  lodge,  chapter,  com- 
mandery and  consistory,  having  a  life  member- 
ship in  the  latter,  and  being  a  life  member  of 
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the  Masonic  Home,  in  Springfield,  Ohio.     He 
also    belongs    to    the    Garrettsville    Chapter, 

O.  E.  S. 

Irvin  R.  Manton. — The  potteries  of  Akron 
and  other  industries  founded  on  the  clay  prod- 
ucts of  Summit  county  have  a  high  reputation 
throughout  the  United  States  for  honest  and 
artistic  workmanship,  and  anyone  who  is  a 
local  leader  in  that  field  is  therefore  one  of  the 
experts  of  the  country.  Without  a  doubt, 
Irvin  R.  Manton,  superintendent  of  factory 
No.  3  of  the  Robinson  Clay  Product  Com- 
pany, one  of  the  important  corporations  in  this 
line,  is  in  the  front  rank  of  his  associate  man- 
agers in  the  industry  and  trade.  Mr.  Manton 
was  born  in  Akron,  on  the  24th  of  January, 
1874,  and  is  a  son  of  James  B.  Manton,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 
After  completing  the  public  school  course,  for 
three  years  he  was  a  student  at  Saltsburg, 
Pennsylvania.  Soon  afterward  he  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  the  Robinson  Clay 
Product  Company  at  Akron,  and  his  fidelity 
and  practical  efficiency  won  him  constant  ad- 
vancement to  his  present  responsible  position. 
He  is  not  only  well  known  in  his  chosen  field 
of  industrial  art,  but  has  acquired  decided 
standing,  as  a  breeder  of  fine  horses,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  about  fifteen.  In  this 
specialty,  or  "side  issue,"  he  finds  both  profit 
and  pleasure,  for  he  is  an  appreciative  and  sin- 
cere lover  of  the  noble  animal,  aside  from  any 
financial  consideration. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1808,  Mr.  Manton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Fredericka 
Wickdal  Hurxthal,  representative  of  one  of 
the  old  and  honored  families  of  Canton,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  and  reared.  The  child 
of  this  union  is  Laona.  The  father  is  not  only 
a  progressive  citizen  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion, but  one  of  the  most  popular  of  its  native 
sons.  He  is  a  man  of  substantial  character 
and  is  also  most  companionable,  being  an 
especially  earnest  advocate  of  outdoor  relaxa- 
tions as  evidenced  by  his  active  membership  in 
such  organizations  as  the  Portage  Country  and 
Canton  Country  clubs  and  the  Gentlemen's 
Driving  Club  of  Akron.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  identified  with  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  their  home  city,  and  none  stand 
higher  within  it  and  in  the  general  community. 

Norman  Webster.  —  Conspicuous  among 
the  earlier  settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve  was 
Norman  Webster,  a  man  of  strong  individual- 


ity, clear  headed  and  farsighted,  who  became 
prominent  and  influential  in  developing  and 
advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of  that 
part  of  Ashtabula  county  now  included  within 
the  limits  of  Geneva  township.  He  was  de- 
scribed as  a  man  of  fine  physique,  with  a  head 
similar  in  its  proportions  to  that  of  his  cele- 
brated kinsman,  Daniel  Webster,  their  emi- 
grant ancestor  having  been  identical.  Coming 
from  noteworthy  New  England  ancestry,  he 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  a  son  of 
Timothy  and  Mabel  (Biddle)  Webster,  who 
removed  from  Connecticut  to  New  York  when 
their  children  were  young,  settling  in  Durham. 
Norman  Webster  grew  to  manhood  in  New 
York,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century 
came  to  the  Reserve  on  a  prospecting  tour,  and 
secured  a  solid  tract  of  timber.  In  181 1  he 
came  here  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his 
second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ruth 
Norton,  and  his  children.  He  had  three 
brothers  and  one  sister,  but  he  was  the  only 
one  of  the  parental  household  to  come  to  Ohio, 
although  his  uncle,  Michael  Webster,  lived  a 
long  time  in  Jefferson,  Ohio,  dying  there  at 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  three 
years.  Norman  Webster  became  one  of  the 
largest  land  owners  in  the  county,  acquiring 
title  to  several  thousand  acres,  extending  from 
Cole's  creek  to  Saybrook  plains,  a  distance  of 
two  and  one-half  miles,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  North  Ridge  road.  He  made  his  home  on 
a  farm  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  at 
Myers  Corners.  He  first  erected  a  log  house 
for  himself  and  family,  and  began  the  clearing 
of  a  homestead.  He  subsequently  erected  the 
present  residence,  building  it  in  1824,  and  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings,  and  there  resided  until 
his  death,  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety  and 
more  years,  his  body  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Evergreen  Cemetery,  in  Geneva.  He  was  a 
noted  pedestrian,  preferring  always  to  walk 
rather  than  ride,  and  after  he  had  passed  his 
ninetieth  birthday  walked  to  Ashtabula,  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles,  and  from  there  back  to 
the  home  of  his  son  Nelson,  which  was  within 
two  miles  of  his  own  home.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  his  earlier  life,  and  afterwards  a  Republican. 
He  never  cared  for  public  office,  but  delighted 
in  a  political  discussion.  He  was  a  great 
reader,  especially  fond  of  poetry,  which  he 
could  quote  by  the  hour.  He  was  the  father 
of  eight  children,  as  follows :  Sally,  who  mar- 
ried Leonard  Stephens,  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-three  years ;  Lucy  married  David  Kel- 
ley.    and    died    when    thirty-three    years    old; 
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Nelson,  deceased,  lived  at  Saybrook,  Ashta- 
bula county  ;  Dennis,  deceased ;  Louisa  mar- 
ried Samuel  W.  Peck,  a  carpenter  in  Geneva, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  and 
she  is  living,  being,  now  eighty-seven  years  old ; 
Horace,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  old 
home  farm,  which  his  widow,  now  living  in 
Geneva,  sold ;  Newton,  for  many  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Michigan,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
score  and  ten  years ;  and  William,  living  in 
Richmond,  Lake  county.  The  reservation  al- 
lotted to  Standing  Stone,  an  old  Indian  ban- 
ished from  his  tribe  for  killing  his  squaw,  was 
included  in  the  homestead  of  Norman  Webster. 
He  used  to  make  wooden  ladles,  which  he 
would  exchange  with  the  white  settlers  for 
provisions.  He  was  finally  killed  by  a  French- 
man, La  Motte,  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  a 
son  murdered  by  the  savages  years  before. 
Norman  Webster  divided  his  land  before  his 
death,  giving  each  child  a  farm  or  its  equiva- 
lent, keeping  three  hundred  acres  in  the  home- 
stead property. 

Dennis  Webster,  born  November  17,  1820, 
born  in  Geneva  township,  in  the  log  cabin 
erected  by  his  father,  died  October  6,  1884. 
He  studied  dentistry,  and  spent  several  years 
in  Georgia,  being,  specially  employed  on  a  large 
plantation.  Subsequently  going  to  California, 
he  practiced  his  profession  among  the  miners 
and  Indians,  receiving  large  prices  for  his 
dental  work,  accumulating  a  goodly  sum  of 
money.  Returning  then  to  Ashtabula  county. 
he  purchased  his  brother  Newton's  portion  of 
the  old  homestead  estate,  and  in  addition  to 
superintending  the  management  of  his  farm 
practiced  dentistry  until  well  advanced  in 
years.  He  had  several  students,  among  whom 
was  Jesse  Kelley,  who  became  prominent  as 
a  dentist.  He  was  somewhat  of  an  inventive 
genius. 

Dr.  Webster  married,  December  q.  1857,  in 
Saybrook,  Mary  A.  C.  Sampson,  who  was  born 
at  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  June  10,  1834.  where 
her  parents.  Shubal  and  Asenath  (Comstock) 
Sampson,  lived  for  a  few  years.  When  she 
was  about  two  years  old,  her  parents  returned 
to  their  early  home,  in  Strafford.  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  where  she  was  educated. 
When  she  was  about  twenty-one  years  old.  she 
came  with  relatives  to  Ashtabula  county,  and 
was  immediately  engaged  to  teach  her  first 
term  of  school  at  Kelloggsville.  She  subse- 
quently taught  in  the  South  Ridge  School, 
Squire  Simmonds'  district,  and  there  met  the 


doctor's  father,  who  conceived  a  great  admira- 
tion for  her,  and,  when  the  doctor  returned 
from  California,  the  father  introduced  the 
young  teacher  to  him.  She  resided  on  the 
farm  for  a  number  of  years  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  taking  up  her  residence  in  Geneva 
in  1900. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  reared  four  children, 
namely:  George  N.,  born  August  21,  1858, 
died  August  2,  1899;  Julia  A.;  Mary  S. ;  and 
Harriet  W.  George  N.,  an  attorney  by  profes- 
sion, was  drowned  at  the  mouth  of  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  Orinoco  river,  m  South  Amer- 
ica, while  on  a  mining  expedition.  Julia  A. 
married  W.  F.  Bentley,  director  of  music  at 
Knox  Conservatory,  in  Galesburg,  Illinois. 
Mary  S.  Webster,  now  living  with  her  mother 
in  Geneva,  was  educated  at  Smith  College,  in 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  was  for  eight 
years  assistant  principal  in  the  Bay  City 
(Michigan)  High  School,  afterwards  being 
teacher  of  English  in  the  Geneva  High  School 
for  eight  years.  Harriet  W.  Webster,  now  a 
teacher  of  music  at  Knox  Conservatory,  being 
at  the  head  of  the  piano  department,  was 
graduated  from  that  conservatory,  after  which 
she  studied  music  in  Chicago,  Boston,  and  in 
Leipsic,  Germany. 

William  R.  Crary. — A  representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  pioneer 
families  of  Lake  county,  William  R.  Crary  has 
well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  name  which 
he  bears,  and  is  one  of  the  popular  citizens 
and  successful  farmers  and  fruit-growers  of 
Kirtland  township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of 
a  well  improved  landed  estate  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres.  He  was  born  on  the 
farm  adjoining  his  present  homestead,  and  the 
date  of  his  nativity  was  October  22,  1855. 

Christopher  Gore  Crary,  father  of  him 
whose  name  initiates  this  review,  was  a  man 
whose  memory  is  held  in  appreciative  regard 
in  Kirtland  township,  where  his  circle  of 
friends  was  coincident  with  that  of  his  ac- 
quaintances, and  where  he  contributed  his  full 
quota  to  civic  and  industrial  development.  He 
was  born  in  Becket,  Massachusetts,  on  the  22d 
of  January,  1805,  and  was  a  son  of  Christo- 
pher and  Polly  (  Witter)  Crary,  members  of 
families  founded  in  New  England  in  the  early 
colonial  epoch.  His  father  was  a  sailor  in 
the  American  navy  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  was  for  some  time  held  in 
captivity  on  an  old  British  prison  ship,  where 
smallpox  added  to  the  sufferings  of  the  ma- 
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jority  of  the  captives.  In  1811  this  Revo- 
lutionary veteran  came  with  his  family  to  the 
wilds  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  esta- 
lished  his  home  in  Kirtland  township,  Lake 
county.  He  erected  a  primitive  log  house  at 
the  point  later  designated  as  Peck's  Corners, 
where,  with  the  aid  of  his  sons  he  instituted 
the  reclamation  of  a  farm  in  the  forest  wilds. 
One  of  his  sons  finally  established  a  home  in 
Darby  township,  Union  county,  Ohio,  and 
there  the  venerable  parents  passed  their  de- 
clining days.  Christopher  Crary  was  eighty- 
nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  his  wife  lived  to  be  more  than  ninety 
years  of  age.  Their  son,  Erastus,  who  had 
married  prior  to  the  removal  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Ohio,  settled  near  his  father  and 
here  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  as  a  farmer. 
He  was  ninety  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  and  the  first  interment  in  the  cemetery 
at  Peck's  Corners  was  that  of  one  of  his 
children.  Oliver  and  Ebenezer,  two  other 
sons,  established  homes  in  other  sections  of 
the  Union. 

Christopher  Gore  Crary,  familiarly  known 
as  Christopher  G.  Crary,  was  about  five  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to 
Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  at  Peck's  Corners.  He 
aided  in  the  reclaiming  of  much  land  in  this 
section  and  witnessed  the  development  of  the 
Western  Reserve  from  the  status  of  a  virtual 
wilderness  to  that  of  one  of  the  most  attract- 
ive and  opulent  sections  of  our  great  national 
domain.  Though  his  early  educational  ad- 
vantages were,  necessarily  limited,  owing  to 
the  conditions  and  exigencies  of  time  and 
place,  he  effectually  overcame  this  handicap 
by  well  directed  self-discipline,  through  read- 
ing and  stud}  and  active  association  with  men 
and  affairs.  He  was  possessed  of  a  singu- 
larly alert  mentality  and  receptive  memory, 
and  his  reminiscences  in  regard  to  the  pioneer 
days  were  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  social  contact  in  the 
later  years  of  his  life.  He  eventually  became 
the  owner  of  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
in  Kirtland  township,  while  still  a  young  man, 
and  after  reclaiming  a  portion  of  the  same  he 
sold  it  to  one  of  the  Mormons  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  numerous  colony  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  in  Lake 
county.  He  had  spent  a  number  of  years  of 
his  early  life  in  Kentucky,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  sellings  goods,  and  when  he  sold  his 
farm  he  moved  to  Union  county,  <  )hio.    When 


the  Mormons  left  this  section,  in  1838,  he 
was  compelled  to  take  back  his  farm — the  one 
on  which  his  son  William  R.,  of  this  sketch, 
was  born — and  he  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  active  career  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in 
connection  with  which  his  energy,  discrimina- 
tion and  progressive  policy  brought  to  him  a 
large  measure  of  success.  He  continued  to 
reside  on  his  old  homestead  until  1876,  when 
he  sold  the  property  and  invested  in  a  large 
tract  of  farm  land  near  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 
For  the  ensuing  eighteen  years  he  passed  a 
portion  of  each  year  in  Iowa  and  the  remain- 
der in  Ohio,  and  he  died  at  his  home  in  Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa,  March  11,  1895,  at  the  pa- 
triarchal age  of  eighty-nine  years  and  ten 
months.  Some  years  prior  to  his  demise  Mr. 
Crary  wrote  and  published  a  small  book,  enti- 
tled "Pioneer  and  Personal  Reminiscences," 
and  the  same  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
pioneer  history  of  the  Western  Reserve,  as  it 
is  a  faithful  and  graphic  record  of  the  life 
and  times  in  the  pioneer  epoch  of  Lake  county, 
with  special  reference  to  the  Mormon  strong- 
hold here  maintained. 

Christopher  Gore  Crary  was  one  of  the 
'  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Kirtland 
township  for  many  years,  and  his  broad  men- 
tal ken  and  generous  attributes  of  character 
made  him  a  beneficent  force  in  the  community 
life.  He  served  many  years  as  county  com- 
missioner and  held  various  township  offices, 
including  that  of  trustee.  He  showed  a  deep 
interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  and 
was  for  many  years  a  school  trustee  of  his 
township.  He  was  also  active  in  the  support 
of  the  Kirtland  Seminary  at  Kirtland.  which 
was  a  noted  educational  institution  of  its  day. 
In  politics  he  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig, 
but  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
publican party  at  the  time  of  its  inception, 
and  ever  afterward  continued  a  stanch  and 
effective  advocate  of  its  principles  and  policies. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  was  zealous  in  the  support  of  the 
various  departments  of  its  work.  His  was  a 
generous,  benevolent  and  kindly  nature,  and 
he  won  to  himself  loyal  friends  in  all  classes. 
He  was  of  fine  physique,  dignified  in  demeanor, 
but  alwavs  affable  and  companionable,  enjoy- 
ing the  society  of  his  friends,  and  being  spe- 
cially graceful  as  a  raconteur.  He  enjoyed 
greatly  giving  reminiscences  of  the  early  days. 
and  it  is  to  he  considered  most  fortunate  that 
he  perpetuated  a  portion  of  his  large  fund  of 
such  knowledge  through  the  interesting  little 
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publication  mentioned  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph. He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectuality 
and  mature  judgment  and  had  he  cared  to 
enter  public  life  he  would  have  proved  him- 
self eligible  for  offices  of  high  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. He  left  the  priceless  heritage 
of  a  good  name,  as  no  blot  or  stain  can  be 
found  on  any  portion  of  the  fair  escutcheon 
denoting  his  life  and  services. 

Christopher  Gore  Crary  was  three  times 
married.  For  his  first  wife  he  chose  Miss 
Aurelia  Morse,  who  is  survived  by  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  still  reside  in  Kirt- 
land,  township,  namely :  Miss  Marian  A. ; 
Virginia,  widow  of  Porter  Whelpley ;  and 
Octavia,  wife  of  E.  D.  Billings.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Mr.  Crary  wedded  Miss  Nancy 
Davis,  who  is  survived  by  two  sons:  Charles 
C,  now  a  resident  of  California,  and  George 
E.,  of  Mott,  North  Dakota.  On  the  16th  of 
July,  1854,  Mr.  Crary  contracted  a  third  mar- 
riage, being  then  united  to  Miss  Charlotte 
Sophia  Ranney,  who  preceded  him  to  the  life 
eternal  by  about  five  months,  as  her  death  oc- 
curred on  the  14th  of  October,  1894.  She 
was  a  woman  of  gentle  and  kindly  nature  and 
held  the  affectionate  regard  of  all  who  came 
within  the  sphere  of  her  gracious  influence. 
She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  The  only  child  of  the  third 
union  is  William  R.,  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  and  concerning  whom  more  specific 
mention  is  made  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

William  Ranney  Crary  was  reared  to  ma- 
turity on  the  old  homestead  farm  adjoining 
his  present  place,  and  to  the  public  schools 
of  Lake  county  he  is  indebted  for  his  early 
educational  training.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  assumed  charge  of  his  present  farm, 
which  was  owned  by  and  was  the  home  of 
his  aunt.  Mrs.  Alice  P.  (Ranney)  Axtell, 
widow  of  Silas  Axtell.  His  loved  and  de- 
voted aunt  remained  with  him  on  the  old 
homestead  until  her  death,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1900.  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-seven 
years,  and  as  she  had  no  children  of  her  own 
she  deeded  the  farm  to  her  nephew,  who  had 
cared  for  her  with  true  filial  solicitude  during 
her  declining  days.  The  original  property  com- 
prised ninety  acres  and  he  has  since  "added 
to  it  by  the  purchase  of  a  contiguous  tract, 
making  the  farm  now  one  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres.  Mr.  Crary  has  remod- 
eled and  thoroughly  modernized  the  residence, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  attractive  homes  of 
this  section  of  the  county,  and  he  has  made 


various  other  improvements  on  the  farm, 
which  is  devoted  to  diversified  agriculture, 
horticulture  and  fruit-growing.  About  twenty 
acres  are  devoted  to  the  apple  orchard,  and 
the  raising  of  fruit  is  made  an  important  fea- 
ture of  the  farm  enterprise. 

In  politics  Mr.  Crary  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, but  he  has  never  cared  to  enter  the  arena 
of  "practical  politics."  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district 
for  many  years,  is  a  member  of  the  Kirtland 
Grange,  and  also  is  identified  with  the  Ohio 
State  Horticultural  Society. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1884,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  William  R.  Crary 
to  Miss  Caroline  M.  Davis,  who  was  born  in 
Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  and  who  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edmond  W.  and  Caroline  (Randall) 
Davis,  now  residents  of  New  Hampton,  that 
state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  formerly 
residents  of  Kirtland  township,  Lake  county, 
Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crary  have  two  chil- 
dren: Charlotte  Beecher,  who  was  graduated 
in  Oberlin  College,  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1909,  and  Marion  Davis,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1910  in  the  high  school  in  the 
village  of  Kirtland.  The  family  enjoy  dis- 
tinctive popularity  in  their  community  and  the 
pleasant  home  is  one  in  which  is  dispensed  a 
most  gracious  hospitality. 

Newton  E.  French. — Any  piece  of  bio- 
graphical writing  should  be  both  an  interpreta- 
tion and  an  impression,  quite  as  much  as  a 
summary  of  facts.  Facts  are  of  use  as  whole- 
some correctives  of  prejudice,  but  in  a  con- 
densed narrative  of  a  life  there  is  danger  that 
they  may  tyrannize.  In  studying  a  clean-cut, 
sane,  distinct  character  like  that  of  the  vener- 
able and  honored  subject  of  this  sketch,  inter- 
pretation follows  fact  in  a  straight  line  of 
derivation.  His  character  is  the  positive  ex- 
pression of  a  strong  nature,  and  his  name 
looms  large  in  connection  with  the  business 
and  civic  annals  of  Ashtabula  county,  which 
has  been  his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth 
and  which  has  been  honored  and  dignified  by 
his  services  in  offices  of  high  public  trust  and 
his  labors  in  connection  with  the  productive 
activities  of  life.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Jefferson  for  more 
than  thirty  years  and  has  been  identified  with 
the  institution  in  an  executive  capacity  for 
more  than  half  a  century.  He  has  held  public 
office  or  some  order  almost  continuously  since 
he  attained  to  his  legal    majority,  and    now, 
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venerable  in  years,  he  rests  secure  in  the  con- 
fidence and  high  regard  of  the  people  of  the 
county  to  whose  civic  and  industrial  advance- 
ment he  has  contributed  so  large  a  measure. 
He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer 
families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  from 
even  the  brief  outline  of  his  career  given  in 
this  initial  paragraph  it  may  well  be  under- 
stood that  no  citizen  of  Ashtabula  county  is 
more  clearly  entitled  to  representation  in  this 
compilation  than  is  he. 

Xewton  Ethan  French  was  Dorn  in  Lenox 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  on  January 
4,  1824,  and  he  is  today  undoubtedly  the  oldest 
citizen  to  continue  actively  identified  with 
business  interests  in  his  native  county.  His 
father,  Ira  French,  was  born  in  Sandisfield, 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  amidst 
the  hills  of  that  picturesque  section  of  the  old 
Bay  state  he  was  reared  to  maturity,  in  the 
meanwhile  receiving  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools  of  the  period.  He  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  French,  who  was  of  English  lineage 
and  a  scion  of  a  family  founded  in  Massachu- 
setts in  the  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  his- 
tory. Joseph  French  was  a  farmer  in  Berk- 
shire county  and  there  continued  to  reside  until 
the  close  of  his  life.  In  the  year  1817  Ira 
French  severed  the  ties  which  bound  him  to 
the  old  home  in  Massachusetts  and  set  forth 
for  Ohio,  which  was  then  considered  on  the 
frontier  of  civilization.  He  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve,  as  he  settled 
in  Lenox  township,  Ashtabula  county,  where 
he  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  he  reclaimed  from  the  virgin 
forest,  thus  developing  one  of  the  productive 
farms  of  this  now  opulent  section  of  the  Buck- 
eye commonwealth.  In  his  native  state  he  had 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  after  his  re- 
moval to  Ohio  he  gave  the  major  portion  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  farm.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  mentality  and  inflexible  integrity  of 
character,  and  he  became  one  of  the  influential 
citizens  of  his  township,  of  which  he  served 
as  one  of  the  early  trustees,  besides  which  he 
held  other  minor  offices  of  public  trust.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig, 
but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  same, 
whose  cause  thereafter  received  his  uncompro- 
mising support.  He  was  a  consistent  supporter 
of  the  Congregational  church,  as  was  also  his 
cherished  and  devoted  wife.  He  lived  to  at- 
tain the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The 


family  is  one  that  has  been  notable  for  longev- 
ity in  the  various  generations,  and  Newton  E. 
French  stands  as  a  type  of  that  sturdy  vigor 
which  is  the  heritage  from  those  whose  lives 
were  correctly  lived  in  preceding  generations. 

As  a  young  man  Ira  French  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Minerva  Bailey,  who  was 
born  in  New  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bailey,  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  which  was  founded  in 
New  England  in  the  early  colonial  days  and 
which  was  of  stanch  English  origin.  Mrs. 
French  was  forty-eight  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  death  and  was  survived  by  two 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  review 
is  the  elder ;  the  daughter,  Mary  Louise,  died 
when  about  thirty-five  years  of  age. 

Newton  E.  French  was  reared  under  the 
conditions  and  influences  of  the  pioneer  epoch 
in  Ashtabula  county,  and  his  reminiscences  of 
the  early  days  are  graphic  and  interesting.  He 
has  witnessed  the  development  of  this  section 
from  the  formative  period  to  that  of  advanced 
civilization  and  opulent  prosperity  marking 
the  twentieth  century,  and  it  has  been  a  matter 
of  satisfaction  to  him  that  he  has  been  able  to 
contribute  his  quota  to  the  civic  and  industrial 
upbuilding  of  his  native  county,  of  whose 
native  sons  he  is  now  one  of  the  oldest.  He 
assisted  in  the  reclamation  and  cultivation  of 
the  home  farm,  and  eventually  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  well  improved  farm  property  in 
Lenox  township,  where  he  continued  to  be  ac- 
tively identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1858,  when  he  removed  to  Jefferson  to  assume 
the  duties  of  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  to 
which  he  had  been  elected  in  the  preceding  au- 
tumn. He  remained  incumbent  of  this  fiscal 
office  for  four  years,  and  here  his  administra- 
tion gained  the  most  unequivocal  popular  com- 
mendation, as  is  true  in  all  the  official  positions 
to  which  he  has  been  called.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  Mr.  French  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  Lenox  township,  and  he  also  served  in 
the  office  of  township  clerk  and  that  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  which  latter  he  was  elected  in 
1853 ;  this  position  he  resigned  when  he  be- 
came county  treasurer.  The  advantages  which 
he  received  in  the  common  schools  of  the  pio- 
neer days  were  not  neglected  by  him,  and  the 
discipline  there  received  has  been  most  effec- 
tively supplemented  by  well  directed  reading 
and  investigation  and  by  long  association  with 
the  practical  affairs  of  life,  so  that  he  is  recog- 
nized as  a  man  of  superior  intellectual  endow- 
ment and  as  one  well  fortified  in  his  opinions. 
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As  before  stated,  Mr.  French  has  been  almost 
continuously  in  service  as  a  public  official  since 
the  time  of  attaining  to  his  majority,  and  in 
every  position  he  has  given  an  earnest  and  able 
devotion  to  the  work  in  hand,  being  apprecia- 
tive of  the  responsibilities  imposed  and  of  the 
confidence  so  uniformly  accorded  him  by  those 
who  have  known  him  best  and  have  placed  a 
definite  estimate  upon  his  character  and  ability. 
In  the  village  of  Jefferson  he  has  served  as 
mayor,  as  a  valued  member  of  the  common 
council  and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation. He  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Jefferson  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, of  which  position  he  has  been  incumbent 
during  the  major  portion  of  the  long  period 
of  his  residence  in  Jefferson.  In  1879  came 
a  still  higher  mark  of  public  esteem,  for  in 
that  year  Mr.  French  was  elected  to  represent 
his  native  county  in  the  state  legislature,  where 
he  made  an  admirable  record  during  his  term 
of  two  years.  Fie  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  old  Whig  party  and  early  began  to  form 
his  own  ideas  in  regard  to  matters  of  public 
policy.  He  has  shown  in  politics,  as  in  other 
relations  of  life,  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  he 
has  held,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  from  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation. He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in 
support  of  General  John  C.  Fremont,  the  first 
presidential  candidate  of  this  party,  and  he  has 
since  voted  for  every  piesidential  candidate 
brought  forward  by  the  "Grand  Old  Party"  to 
which  his  allegiance  is  of  the  most  uncom- 
promising order. 

In  1863,  about  two  years  after  his  retire- 
ment from  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  Mr. 
French  became  cashier*  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Jefferson,  and  he  retained  this  execu- 
tive office  until  1875,  when  he  was  elected  to 
the  presidency  of  the  institution.  He  has  since 
continued  the  executive  head  of  this  old  and 
substantial  banking  house,  with  the  manage- 
ment of  whose  affairs  he  has  thus  been  identi- 
fied for  the  long,  period  of  forty-six  years,  and 
he  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  thus  an 
officer  longer  than  has  any  other  man  at  the 
present  time  identified  with  any  national  bank 
in  the  state  of  Ohio  with  perhaps  one  excep- 
tion. His  record  has  been  one  marked  by  the 
utmost  integrity  of  purpose  and  on  no  portion 
of  his  career  as  a  citizen,  business  man,  or  pub- 
lic officer  rests  the  slightest  shadow.  He  has 
made  his  life  count  for  good  in  all  its  relations, 
and  thus  finds,  as  the  shadows  lengthen  from 
the  golden  west,  that  his  lines  are  cast  in  pleas- 


ant places,  for  he  is  known  and  honored  by  the 
people  of  the  community  which  has  ever  rep- 
resented his  home  and  been  the  center  of  his 
interests. 

On  October  18,  1848,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  French  to  Miss  Sarah  Bailey, 
who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1825,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Betsy  (Hill)  Bailey,  who  settled  in  Ashtabula 
county  in  1832  and  here  passed  the  residue  of 
their  lives.  Mrs.  French  is  survived  by  two 
daughters, — Kate,  who  is  the  wife  of  of  B.  W. 
Baldwin,  of  Jefferson,  and  Fannie,  who  re- 
mains with  her  father  in  the  attractive  family 
homestead  and  who  is  prominent  in  connection 
with  the  social  activities  of  the  community. 
Mrs.  French,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  on  July  5,  1890,  and  her  memory  is 
revered  by  all  who  came  within  the  lines  of  her 
gentle  and  gracious  influence. 

John  Hughes  Christy. — A  retired  manu- 
facturer and  honored  citizen  of  Akron  is  John 
Hughes  Christy,  who  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  well-known  pioneer  families  of 
Summit  county,  which  has  been  his  home  from 
the  time  of  his  birth,  and  which  he  honored 
by  his  services  as  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war.  John  Hughes  Christy  was  born  in 
Springfield  township,  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  7th  of  August,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (McMoran)  Christy. 
His  father  was  born  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
in  the  year  1791,  and  came  to  Ohio  in  1811, 
first  locating  near  the  present  city  of  Canton, 
Stark  county,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of 
heavily  timbered  land,  on  which  he  initiated 
the  work  of  developing  a  farm.  After  remain- 
ing there  about  three  years,  however,  he  re- 
moved to  Summit  county,  and  settled  in 
Springfield  township,  not  far  from  the  present 
city  of  Akron,  which  was  then  a  mere  hamlet 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  He  reclaimed  a 
farm  in  the  township  mentioned  and  was 
known  as  a  man  of  much  energy  and  ambition 
and  as  one  possessed  of  marked  business  abil- 
ity. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  associated 
with  James  Douglass  in  business,  and  in  the 
early  days  he  did  much  business  in  hauling 
goods  over  the  mountains  from  the  eastern 
markets  to  the  various  settlements  in  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  utilizing  teams  of  from  four  to 
six  horses  and  building  up  a  successful  enter- 
prise. He  was  identified  with  this  business 
until    1853,    when    lie   sold   his    farm   and   his 
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teams  and  wagons  that  had  been  used  in  the 
transportation  enterprise,  and  he  then  took 
up  his  abode  in  Akron,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
year  1864.  His  wife  survived  him  by  about 
a  decade,  as  she  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1874.  They  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  were  folk  of  sterling 
character,  respected  by  all  who  knew.  them. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  of  the  number  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  is  now  the  only  one  living. 

John  H.  Christy  passed  his  boyhood  days  on 
the  home  farm  which  was  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  his  early  educational  advantages 
were  those  afforded  in  the  somewhat  primi- 
tive schools  of  the  middle  pioneer  period  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  Later  he  was  enabled 
to  attend  a  select  school  conducted  by  Pro- 
fessor M.  D.  Leggett,  an  able  instructor,  under 
whose  direction  he  continued  his  higher 
studies  during  1847-48.  In  185 1,  soon  after 
attaining  to  his  legal  majority,  Mr.  Christy 
became  associated  with  his  brother  James  and 
engaged  in  the  tanning  and  leather  business  in 
Akron,  where  he  continued  to  be  identified 
with  this  line  of  enterprise  until  1882.  He 
was  a  stockholder  in  the  Akron  Iron  Com- 
pany for  four  years,  and  he  gave  much  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  supervision  of 
this.  His  activities  have  been  directed  along 
normal  lines  and  he  gained  prestige  as  an  able 
business  man,  the  while  his  name  has  ever 
stood  exponent  of  the  highest  integrity  and 
honor. 

In  May,  1864,  Mr.  Christy  tendered  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  by  enlisting 
as  a  private  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  John  C.  Lee,  and  he  was 
with  this  command  on  duty  in  defense  of  the 
city  of  Washington  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  when  he  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge.  In  politics  he  maintains  an 
independent  attitude. 

In  the  year  1862  Mr.  Christy  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Louisa  Burton, 
daughter  of  Merrick  and  Adeline  Burton,  who 
settled  in  Summit  county  in  1835,  and  who 
here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Christy  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Edwin 
Burton  Christy,  the  other  child,  died  in  his 
twenty-first  year,  a  young  man  of  sterling 
characteristics  and  distinctive  promise. 


James  Manley  Coats. — One  of  the  oldest 
citizens  of  Geneva,  and  a  prominent  member 
of  its  agricultural  community,  James  Manley 
Coats  is  known  throughout  this  section  of 
Ashtabula  county  as  an  upright,  honest  man, 
and  a  worthy  representative  of  those  cour- 
ageous pioneers  who  settled  in  the  county  in 
the  days  of  its  infancy.  Since  his  boyhood 
days  he  has  witnessed  wonderful  changes  in 
this  vicinity,  the  log  cabins  of  the  early  set- 
tlers having  given  way  to  costly  residences, 
while  railways,  telegraph  and  telephone  lines 
now  span  these  broad  acres.  He  was  born, 
October  30,  1827,  in  Allegany  county,  New 
York,  a  son  of  Warren  Coats. 

A  native  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  county,  New 
York,  Warren  Coats  lived  in  the  Empire 
state  until  1844,  when  he  joined  the  tide  of 
emigration  going  westward,  coming  to  Ash- 
tabula county.  He  worked  for  a  few  years 
at  his  trade  of  blacksmith,  in  1847  buying 
the  farm  on  which  his  son,  J.  M.  Coats,  now 
lives.  In  1848  he  erected  the  present  dwell- 
ing house,  which  is  still  in  a  fine  state  of 
preservation,  and  here  lived  until  his  death, 
June  7,  1891,  aged  eighty-four.  His  health 
was  not  very  good  for  many  years,  and  being 
unable  to  manage  the  farm,  which  was  small, 
containing  but  thirty-six  acres,  its  care  was 
left  to  his  son.  Warren  Coats  married  Rhoda 
Pratt,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  a  short  time,  passing  away  Febru- 
ary 6,  1892,  aged  eighty-two  years.  He  was 
active  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  for  many  years  was  a  deacon 
in  the  Baptist  church  at  Geneva.  To  him  and 
his  good  wife  four  children  were  born,  as  fol- 
lows :  James  Manley  *  Charlotte  D.,  who  died 
in  Geneva,  June  15,  1909,  married  Jerome 
Todd,  and  for  fifty  years  lived  in  Wisconsin, 
returning  to  Ashtabula  county  after  ,the  death 
of  her  husband ;  Amelia  B.  married  Jerome 
Kibbe,  and  both  died  in  Geneva,  her  death 
occurring  in  May,  1908,  aged  sixty-seven 
years ;  and  Amanda  C,  wife  of  Norton  Hol- 
comb,  of  Geneva  village. 

James  M.  Coats  comes  of  patriotic  stock. 
His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Coats,  died  at 
Friendship,  New  York,  aged  fifty-four  years, 
having  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
About  seventeen  years  old  when  he  came  with 
the  family  to  Ashtabula  county,  James  Man- 
ley  Coats  remembers  much  about  this  part  of 
the  country  at  that  day.  He  can  remember 
seven  mill  dams  on  Cowles  creek,  between  the 
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Lake  Shore  Railway  and  Lake  Erie,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  miles,  the  upper  one  having  a 
grist  mill  owned  by  Eliphalet  Mills ;  next  a 
saw  mill,  owned  by  Mr.  Casson ;  then  Thomas 
Jennings'  cabinet  shop;  the  fourth  was  the 
site  of  a  saw  mill  at  North  Center,  owned  and 
operated  by  H.  P.  Castle,  who  had  a  three- 
story  shop,  and  a  furnace,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  plows  and  engines,  an 
important  industry,  which  had  previously  been 
established  by  Jason  Norton.  Joel  G.  Cowles' 
mill  was  the  first  one  on  the  creek,  in  whose 
honor  the  creek  was  named;  a  little  farther 
along  was  John  Cook's  saw  mill ;  and  nearer 
the  lake  stood  the  remains  of  an  old  woolen 
and  carding  mill  and  the  Castle  Foundry  and 
Manufactory,  located  in  sight  of  Mr.  Coats' 
present  home. 

Mr.  Coats  assisted  his  father  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  home  place,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  ten  years  spent  in  Wisconsin,  with  his 
wife  and  family,  has  always  resided  on  this 
farm.  He  has  labored  with  good  success, 
added  to  the  acreage  of  the  estate  by  purchase 
of  additional  land,  and  has  made  improve- 
ments of  value,  rendering  his  place  attractive 
and  desirable  as  a  place  of  residence.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  was  a  Whig  in  his  ear- 
lier years,  afterwards  becoming  a  Republican, 
and  for  thirty  years  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Prohibition  party.  For  more  than  fifty 
years  he  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  held 
all  the  offices,  and  in  1908,  when  he  resigned 
his  position  as  class  leader,  he  was  made  class 
leader  emeritus  for  life,  at  the  suggestion  of 
District  Superintendent  J.  K.  Morris. 

On  May  5,  1853,  Mr.  Coats  married  his 
cousin,  Lucretia  Todd,  a  daughter  of  Amos 
and  Harriet  (Pratt)  Todd,  her  mother  being 
a  sister  of  Rhoda  Pratt,  who  married  Warren 
Coats.  Mrs.  Coats'  only  brother,  Jerome 
Todd,  married  Mr.  Coats'  sister,  Charlotte,  as 
above  mentioned.  After  their  marriage,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Coats  went  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos 
Todd  to  Merrimac,  Wisconsin,  and  stayed  there 
ten  years.  There  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  died, 
her  death  occurring  when  she  was  sixty  years 
of  age,  and  his  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coats  have  one  child,  Ada 
Elenora,  who  married  John  Finley,  and  is 
living  with  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finley 
have  one  child,  Miles  Todd  Finley,  aged  eight- 
een years,  now  a  student  at  Mount  Union  Col- 
lege, Alliance,  Ohio. 


Warren  L.  Hoose,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  living  on  Waite  Hill,  three 
miles  southeast  of  Willoughby  Village,  was 
born  in  Mayfield  township,  Cuyahoga  county, 
November  11,  1847.  He  is  a  son  of  Corne- 
lius and  Jane  (Usher)  Hoose,  the  latter  of 
whom  made  three  trips  with  her  parents,  with 
an  ox  team,  from  New  York  state  to  Ohio. 

Reared  on  a  farm  with  his  parents,  Warren 
L.  Hoose,  after  receiving  a  common-school  ed- 
ucation, attended  Mayfield  Academy.  Though 
he  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
he  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-six 
years  old.  At  that  time  his  father  deeded 
him  twenty-four  acres,  and  he  has  since  lived 
on  this  place ;  subsequently  he  purchased  his 
brother's  interest,  making  forty-eight  acres  al- 
together. He  has  owned  other  land,  but  sold 
it  again.  He  has  made  a  special  feature  of 
fruit  for  many  years,  his  best  crop  now  being 
peaches  and  berries.  For  ten  years  he  had 
twenty-four  acres  of  grapes,  but  from  various 
causes  the  crop  became  unprofitable,  and  he 
has  now  discontinued  it.  Mr.  Hoose  is  a  man 
of  unusual  enterprise  and  industry,  and  pays 
close  attention  to  the  interests  of  his  farm, 
thereby  gaining  a  fair  degree  of  success.  He 
is  a  splendid  manager,  and  as  he  has  spent 
his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  judgment 
in  these  matters  is  of  the  best.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  local  matters,  and  has  served 
as  trustee  and  school  director.  His  good  prin- 
ciples and  sterling  qualities  are  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  townsmen,  and  he  stands  well  in 
the  community. 

Mr.  Hoose  married,  when  twentv-three  years 
of  age,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Maria 
Hanson,  born  in  Kirtland,  and  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  twenty-one  years  old,  and  liv- 
ing in  Mentor.  They  have  three  sons,  namely : 
Leon  B.,  a  grocer  in  Nottingham,  Cuyahoga 
county;  A.  C.  (Bert),  an  optician  and  jew- 
eler, in  Billings,  Montana ;  and  Arthur,  now 
with  his  brother  Leon  in  Nottingham.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hoose  died  on  Waite  Hill  in  Septem- 
ber, 1896.  Mr.  Hoose  married,  in  1897,  Clara 
M.  Phelps,  of  Little  Mountain,  Ohio. 

Charles  Jedediah  Huebell,  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Ra- 
venna as  the  proprietor  of  a  grain  elevator, 
was  born  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  September 
17,  1867,  a  son  of  Charles  Harold  and  Mariam 
Eliza  (Russell)  Hubbell,  and  a  grandson  on 
the  paternal  side  of  Jedediah  and  Sarah  (Par- 
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shall)  Hubbell.  also  from  Chagrin  Falls.  The 
Hubbell  family  came  originally  from  the  Isle 
of  Man,  and  its  progenitor  located  first  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  but  afterward  the  family 
were  numbered  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Warrensville,  Ohio,  while  the  Russells  are  of 
English  descent,  and  were  early  residents  of 
Chagrin  Falls.  The  maternal  grandparents  of 
Mr.  Hubbell  were  Hezekiah  and  Rosena 
(Wickizer)  Russell,  the  former  from  New 
York  and  the  latter  from  Pennsylvania. 

During  his  early  life  Charles  H.  Hubbell, 
who  was  born  in  Warrensville,  Ohio,  in  1832, 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  he  continued 
as  a  contractor  and  builder'  until  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  forty  years.  He  then  went 
with  the  J.  A.  Garfield  colony  to  Pawnee,  Kan- 
sas, and  secured  a  soldier's  claim,  for  he  bad 
served  in  the  Civil  war  with  Company  D, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, as  chief  clerk  in  the  quartermaster's 
department,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  re- 
mained in  the  Sunflower  state  for  three  years, 
although  his  family  were  there  but  one  year, 
and  his  son,  Walter  H.  was  born  there,  he 
having  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  the 
town  of  Garfield.  Returning  then  to  Ohio, 
Mr.  Hubbell  worked  at  his  former  occupation 
of  carpentering  until  1892.  With  two  others 
he  then  founded  and  built  the  first  telephone 
line  in  Chagrin  Falls,  and  he  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  company  until  1903,  when  the 
company's  interests  were  sold  to  the  Cuya- 
hoga Telephone  Company.  He  died  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1908,  but  he  is  still  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  a  resident  of  Chagrin  Falls. 
Of  their  five  sons.  Charles  J.  was  the  first 
born  :  Melvin  James  and  Walter  Harold  are 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Ravenna ;  Leon  J. 
is  the  manager  of  the  telephone  company  at 
Chagrin  Falls ;  and  Frank  N.,  the  youngest 
of  the  sons,  was  drowned  in  February  of  1896, 
when  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Charles  J.  Hubbell  was  but  eleven  years  of 
age  when  he  began  learning  the  wood-turner's 
trade,  and  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  went  to  Chicago  and  worked  at  his 
trade  there  for  one  year,  subsequently  spend- 
ing three  years  with  the  Taylor  Chair  Com- 
pany at  Bedford,  Ohio,  after  which  he  worked 
at  his  trade  for  two  years  in  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, and  then  locating  at  Kent,  he  was  em- 
ployed with  the  A.  L^  Shaddock  Chair  Com- 
pany until  the  14th  of  February,  1893.     Com- 


ing then  to  Ravenna,  he  served  as  the  fore- 
man of  the  Buckeye  Chair  Company  for  two 
years,  and  then,  with  two  of  his  brothers, 
Melvin  J.  and  Walter  H.,  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  but  in  May  of  1904  he  sold 
his  interest  in  the  store  to  his  brothers,  and  on 
the  16th  of  June  following  bought  from  the 
American  Cereal  Company  the  grain  elevator 
which  he  is  now  operating.  He  handles  all 
kinds  of  grain  and  feed,  also  does  custom 
grinding,  and  his  elevator  has  a  capacity  of 
forty  thousand  bushels. 

Mr.  Hubbell  married,  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1889,  Elizabeth  A.  James,  who  was 
born  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Thomas)  James,  natives 
of  Wales.  Their  two  children  are  Susie  G. 
and  Harold  L.  Mr.  Hubbell  upholds  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
served  one  term  as  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Ravenna.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  of  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

Robert  Brattex. — The  late  Robert  Bratten 
was  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  Ash- 
tabula county,  revered  and  honored  for  his  true 
worth  of  character,  and  the  name  which  he 
bore  is  an  honored  one  in  this  community.  He 
was  born  in  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  June  10, 
1823,  but  as  a  boy  of  ten  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents, Robert  and  Hulda  (Knowlton)  Bratten, 
and  their  family  to  Ohio,  locating  at  Brecks- 
ville,  in  Cuyahoga  county.  This  family  num- 
bered six  sons,  David,  Robert,  Harry,  Timo- 
thy, died  when  eight  years  old,  Alonzo,  died 
when  young,  and  Joseph.  David  spent  his  life 
in  Brecksville  as  a  farmer,  and  died  there 
when  about  eighty  years  of  age.  Joseph,  a 
Civil  war  soldier,  died  in  1903,  in  New  Lyme 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  had 
lived  since  before  the  war.  Harry  had  come 
to  this  vicinity  before  Robert,  in  about  1845 
or  1846,  and  in  1867  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Houser. 
Here  he  lived  and  died,  passing  away  in  March 
of  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His  wife, 
nee  Harriet  Beckley.  from  Dover,  in  Cuya- 
hoga county,  preceded  him  in  death  twenty 
years,  the  mother  of  their  six  children:  Ellen, 
who  married  Levi  Wait  and  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five  years;  Adelbert,  who  was  killed  by 
a  falling  tree  at  the  age  of  thirteen ;  Sally,  the 
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wife  of  Samuel  Houser;  Rosaline,  the  wife  of 
John  Houser ;  Loren,  who  was  killed  by  a  train 
at  the  age  of  thirty,  and  Adaline,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  ten. 

Robert  Bratten,  when  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  brought  the  family  from 
Brecksville  to  Ashtabula  township,  the  family 
then  consisting  of  his  father,  mother  and  two 
sisters,  Lydia  and  Sally,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  parents,  at  the  ages  of  seventy-two  and 
ninety-six,  respectively,  his  sisters  remained 
with  him,  neither  having  ever  married.  Lydia 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and 
Sally  died  in  1909,  some  eight  weeks  after 
the  death  of  her  brother  Robert,  she  being 
then  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  Robert  Brat- 
ten passed  away  in  death  on  the  30th  of 
May,  1909,  when  he  had  reached  the  eighty- 
sixth  milestone  on  life's  journey.  To  his  orig- 
inal farm  of  204  acres  on  Lake  Erie  he  added 
until  it  contained  about  500  acres,  and  he  also 
owned  150  acres  in  New  Lyme  township  and 
half  a  section  in  Nebraska.  He  continued  to 
cultivate  his  land  until  past  sixty,  and  after- 
ward divided  his  vast  estate  among  his  nieces 
and  nephews,  but  continued  to  live  at  his  old 
home,  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Samuel 
Houser.  Ernest  Bratten  also  received  a  part 
of  the  homestead,  as  well  as  the  niece,  Rosa- 
line, now  the  wife  of  John  Houser.  During 
the  last  fifteen  or  eighteen  years  of  his  life 
Robert  Bratten  lived  retired.  He  was  a  devout 
Christian,  a  great  Bible  student,  and  his  name 
is  revered  in  the  community  where  he  lived  and 
labored  for  so  many  years. 

John  Houser  was  born  in  Ashtabula  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  April  22,  1856,  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Sindlinger)  Houser, 
both  from  Germany.  They  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  their  early  lives  and  were  married,  in 
Ashtabula  county,  and  at  their  homestead  on 
the  Middle  road  they  spent  their  lives  and  died, 
the  mother  when  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
Their  family  numbered  the  following  children : 
Samuel ;  Kate,  who  died  when  young ;  John ; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Almon  Seager,  of  Ash- 
tabula township ;  Philip,  of  the  same  place ; 
Julia,  the  wife  of  Ernest  Bratten,  of  Ashta- 
bula township ;  and  one  who  died  when  young. 
John  Houser  married  Rosaline  Bratten  on  De- 
cember 23,  1883,  and  their  seven  children  are: 
John,  Ralph,  Harriet,  Mary,  Florence,  Harley 
and  Hugh,  all  at  home  with  their  parents  with 
the  exception  of  the  oldest  son,  who  is  a  ma- 
chinist in  Cleveland. 


Leander  Bartholomew,  of  Harpersfield, 
is  a  native  of  Harpersfield  township,  born  Jan- 
uary 16,  1824,  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of 
Geneva.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  D.  and 
Lovina  (Potter)  Bartholomew,  both  natives 
of  Vermont.  Benjamin  D.  Bartholomew  came 
to  Ohio  with  his  father  when  two  years  of  age ; 
they  came  from  Buffalo  on  the  ice,  landing 
north  of  Cowle's  creek,  March  3,  1800,  p.  m., 
and  camped  there  over  night.  The  father  had 
to  wade  out,  and  lead  the  horses  over  a  gap  be- 
tween the  ice  and  shore,  on  a  bridge  made  of 
sleigh  boxes.  In  the  morning,  the  ice  was  gone 
across  the  lake.  The  father,  Daniel,  was  a 
son  of  Joseph  Bartholomew.  Daniel  Bartholo- 
mew was  routed  out  to  go  to  Sandusky  with 
others  to  head  off  the  British,  but  sent  his  son 
Benjamin,  although  at  the  time  he  was  but 
fourteen  years  of  age ;  the  father  was  a  very 
fleshy  man.  Benjamin  went  up  to  Sandusky 
and  came  back  at  once,  thinking  the  British 
had  returned  to  Canada,  but  they  had  not.  One 
boy  of  the  party,  Enoch  Barnum,  had  his  left 
arm  and  part  of  his  nose  shot  off  by  the  acci- 
dental discharge  of  a  gun. 

The  Bartholomew  family  settled  on  the  Har- 
persfield road,  and  Daniel,  who  died  in  middle 
life,  when  his  son  Benjamin  was  but  sixteen 
years  of  age,  was  buried  in  the  old  burying 
ground.  Benjamin  Bartholomew  spent  '  the 
last  years  of  his  life  in  Geneva,  and  was  help- 
less the  last  year  before  his  death.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his  house  is 
the  present  home  of  his  son  Leander.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  1800,  came  to  Buffalo 
with  her  parents  when  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  twelve  years  later  they  came  to  Harpers- 
field, to  the  old  Clyde  furnace.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  They  had  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  Lemuel  D., 
a  merchant  living,  at  Charlevoix,  Michigan ; 
Mary  Edilla  Dikeman,  now  aged  eighty-two 
years,  lives  at  Geneva;  Leander,  of  Haroers- 
field ;  and  Dexter,  Elzada,  Lovisa  and  Lovina. 

Leander  Bartholomew  is  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  interested  in  public  affairs.  He 
married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  Cal- 
phurina,  adopted  daughter  of  Judge  Jonathan 
Gregory,  who  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was 
nineteen  years  old,  and  they  had  six  children, 
of  whom  only  two  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Barth- 
olomew died  March  7,  1909,  after  living  with 
her  husband  sixty-one  years,  and  they  lived  on 
the  farm  now  occupied  him  for  fifty-eight 
years.  The  oldest  child  to  die  was  William, 
who  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.     Valda  R. 
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lives  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  and  Hattie  mar- 
ried William  Beeman  and  resides  with  her 
father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beeman  have  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Nina,  wife  of  Ralph  Tyler,  of 
Geneva;  Clara,  wife  of  Charles  Robinson,  of 
Geneva ;  Calphurina,  Luella  and  Leander. 

Leander  Bartholomew  is  the  oldest  person 
now  living  in  Harpersfield  who  was  born  there, 
and  has  outlived  all  other  male  members  of  the 
family  except  Colonel  Riley,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  He  has  seen  and  can  re- 
member seven  generations  of  his  family,  from 
his  great-grandfather  and  great-grandmother 
Potter  to  his  own  great-grandchildren,  and 
also  seven  generations  on  his  father's  side  as 
well.  At  one  time  the  Bartholomew  family 
owned  a  large  part  of  Harpersfield,  but  now 
there  are  only  a  few  of  the  family  living  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr."  Bartholomew  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican since  the  inception  of  the  party,  as  was 
his  father  and  his  son.  He  has  never  been  in 
enjoyment  of  very  robust  health,  but  has  ever 
been  temperate  in  his  habits,  never  has  used 
tobacco,  and  but  very  little  liquor.  For  fifty 
years  he  has  not  failed  to  be  up  in  the  morning 
in  time  to  see  the  sun  rise.  He  is  a  man  of  in- 
telligence and  good  judgment,  and  his  conver- 
sation is  interesting  to  all ;  he  has  many  experi- 
ences and  reminiscences  well  worth  listening 
to. 

Samuel  Rhoades  House,  who  has  been  a 
citizen  of  Denver,  Colorado,  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  was  identified  with  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  from  his  birth  to  1890,  and  was  at  one 
time  a  leading  Republican  of  Ohio.  He  was 
an  ardent  admirer  of  Garfield,  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  electoral  college  which  cast  the  for- 
mal presidential  votes  for  Ohio's  favorite  son, 
and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  administra- 
tion so  tragically  terminated.  Since  going  to 
Colorado,  he  has  been  especially  prominent  in 
religious  work,  the  building  and  organization 
of  the  Corona  church  being  largely  due  to  his 
activity  and  generosity. 

Mr.'  House  was  born  in  Leroy,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  December  14,  1831,  and  married 
Miss  Laura  Morse,  daughter  of  Colonel  John 
F.  Morse,  of  Painesville.  Colonel  Morse  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  Free  Soilers  of 
Ohio  for  many  years  before  the  Civil  war.  In 
1848  he  was  representing  his  party  in  the  state 
legislature  and,  with  his  colleague,  Dr.  Town- 
send,  of  Elyria,  held  the  balance  of  power  in 
that  body.  It  was  their  votes,  not  only  that 
vear  but  later,  which  virtually  sent  Salmon  P. 


Chase  to  the  United  States  senate.  The  colonel 
was  government  architect  at  New  Orleans,  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  died  at  Painesville,  in 
1882,  leaving  a  record  both  in  political  and 
social  circles  of  which  his  many  friends  are 
proud. 

John  House,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Samuel  R., 
was  born  at  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,  in 
1802,  and  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the 
thirties.  At  first  he  was  a  farmer  of  Leroy 
township,  Geauga  county,  but  at  a  later  date 
became  a  general  merchant  of  Painesville, 
where  he  died  in  1890. 

The  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  House  were  seven  in  num- 
ber, of  whom  four  are  living.  Mary,  born  Oc- 
tober 12,  1858,  married  Rev.  George  R.  Mer- 
rill, who  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  church  at  Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota,  and  is  the  mother  of  Eunice, 
Robert,  Laura  and  Marjorie.  Edward  L. 
House,  the  oldest  son,  born  April  10,  1861,  is 
the  stirring  business  man  of  Painesville,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Painesville  Steam  Laundry  and 
Carpet  Cleaning  Works.  His  wife  (nee  Urania 
Holcomb)  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Holcomb, 
the  Civil  war  veteran,  and  was  born  August 
9,  1862.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  L.  House  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted 
daughter.  Herbert  G.  House,  the  third  child 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  House,  was  born  in 
Painesville,  February  14,  1864,  but  is  now  a 
resident  of  Denver  and  member  of  the  insur- 
ance and  real  estate  firm  of  Samuel  R.  House 
&  Son.  He  is  married  to  Clara  G.  Robinson, 
of  West  Newton,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the 
father  of  Katherine,  Samuel,  John,  Margaret, 
Virginia  and  Urania.  His  son,  Samuel,  mar- 
ried Alma  Pratt,  daughter  of  F.  P.  and  Estelle 
J.  Pratt,  the  latter  the  noted  vocalist  and  leader 
of  choruses  of  the  "Smith  Family"  of  singers 
and  at  this  date  (1909)  living  in  Colorado. 
Everett  Jay  House,  assistant  postmaster  at 
Painesville,  was  born  October  7,  1868 ;  on  De- 
cember 14,  1899,  married  Miss  Alice  C.  Hen- 
dricks, of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  their  three 
children  are  Everett  J.,  Jr.,  born  in  1901 ; 
Eleanor  G.,  born  in  1903,  and  Laura  C,  born 
in  1906.  The  mother  was  born  March  27, 
1874. 

Everett  J.  House,  assistant  postmaster  at 
Painesville,  Lake  county,  is  the  grandson  of 
John  House,  Jr.,  and  the  son  of  Samuel  R. 
House,  who  were  both  prominent  in  the  mer- 
cantile and  public  activities  of  Lake  county. 
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The  House  family  had  been  established  in 
Massachusetts  for  several  generations  before 
entering  into  the  development  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  the  great-grandfather  of  Everett  J. 
having  been  born  in  Hanover,  that  state,  in 
1774.  His  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Ches- 
terfield, Massachusetts,  born  in  1801 ;  came  to 
Ohio  about  1825  and  settled  in  the  township  of 
Leroy,  then  a  portion  of  Geauga  county.  There 
he  followed  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith  until 
1843,  when  he  located  at  Painesville  and  pur- 
chased the  point  of  land  at  the  junction  of 
State  and  Bank  streets,  erected  a  shop  and 
operated  it  until  1850.  He  then  sold  his  busi- 
ness and  good  will,  and  established  a  general 
store  on  State  street,  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  House  &  Son  (Samuel  R.).  The  business 
was  successfully  conducted  for  many  years  be- 
fore the  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  the 
death  of  the  senior  occurring,  in  1890.  The  de- 
ceased was  at  one  time  postmaster  in  Leroy 
township  and  after  coming  to  Painesville  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church. 

Samuel  R.  House  is  a  native  of  Leroy  town- 
ship, born  in  1831,  and  after  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  of  J.  House  &  Co.  served  as  treas- 
urer of  Lake  countv  for  two  terms.  He  was 
also  councilman  of  Painesville  for  four  years ; 
was  chosen  presidential  elector  in  Garfield's 
district  (the  Nineteenth  congressional),  and 
was  widely  known  as  a  leading  insurance  man. 
In  1905  he  moved  to  Denver,  Colorado,  where 
he  is  now  a  leading  dealer  in  mining  stocks  and 
bonds. 

Everett  J.  House,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Samuel  R.  House,  was  born  in  Paines- 
ville ;  graduated  from  its  high  school  in  1887 
and  from  Adelbert  College  in  1891,  and  was 
appointed  assistant  postmaster  of  his  native 
city  August  1,  1899.  He  is  an  official  of 
executive  talents  and  a  citizen  of  fine  char- 
acter. 

Jacob  M.  Ruedi. — During  his  years  of  activ- 
ity, Jacob  M.  Ruedi,  late  of  Garrettsville,  was 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Portage  county,  as  general  farmer  hav- 
ing met  with  praiseworthy  success.  He  was 
widely  known  throughout  this  section  of  Port- 
age county,  and  in  his  death,  which  occurred 
February  29,  1908,  the  community  lost  a  citi- 
zen of  value  and  worth.  A  man  of  high  prin- 
ciples and  exemplary  habits,  he  was  straight- 
forward and  honest  in  all  of  his  business  deal- 
ings, and  in  his  domestic  life  he  was  a  kind 
husband,  ever  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  his 


household,  where  his  kind  presence  was  a  daily 
benediction,  and  will  ever  be  missed.  A  native 
of  Portage  county,  he  was  born,  January  21, 
1857,  in  Atwater,  three  months  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  Jacob  M.  Ruedi,  Sr.,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  Switzerland,  and  while 
working  for  a  railway  company,  was  acci- 
dentally killed  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  when  but 
twenty-three  years  of  age. 

Brought  up  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  Jacob 
M.  Ruedi  received  a  practical  common-school 
education,  making  the  very  most  of  his  lim- 
ited opportunities  for  acquiring  knowledge. 
Thrown  upon  his  resources  when  a  boy,  he 
steadily  climbed  the  ladder  of  attainments,  de- 
veloping his  many  good  talents  through  a 
constant  use  of  every  faculty,  early  display- 
ing excellent  business  tact  and  ability.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Portage  county,  and  thenceforward 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  Becoming  associated  with  his 
father-in-law,  he  carried  on  general  farming 
until  1903,  when  failing  health  compelled  him 
to  give  up  active  pursuits.  Removing  then  to 
the  beautiful  residence  which  he  had  erected 
in  Garrettsville,  Mr.  Ruedi  continued  to  re- 
side in  this  city  until  his  death.  A  man  of 
quiet,  unassuming  manner,  he  made  a  host  of 
friends,  who  will  ever  cherish  his  memory. 

On  April  11,  1882,  Mr.  Ruedi  married  Jen- 
nie Wells,  who  was  born  in  Portage  county, 
a  daughter  of  Frank  Wells.  Her  grand- 
father, William  Henry  Wells,  emigrated  from 
Massachusetts,  his  place  of  birth,  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  in  pioneer  times,  locating  in  Port- 
age county.  Frank  Wells  was  born,  bred, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Portage  county, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Freedom.  He  married 
Sophia  A.  Harris,  who  was  born  in  Hiram, 
Portage  county,  the  daughter  of  an  early  set- 
tler of  that  part  of  the  county.  She  survived 
her  husband,  and  is  now  living  in  Garretts- 
ville, with  Mrs.  Ruedi,  her  only  child.  They 
are  esteemed  and  worthy  of  the  respect  ac- 
corded them  by  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

John  V.  Vanderslice.  —  Possessing  good 
business  ability  and  judgment,  earnest  in  pur- 
pose, and  upright  in  his  dealings,  John  V. 
Vanderslice  holds  an  assured  position  among 
the  enterprising  and  valued  citizens  of  Gar- 
rettsville, Portage  county,  where,  as  a  miller. 
he  is  intimately  associated  with  the  advance- 
ment of  its  industrial  prosperity.  A  son  of 
Benjamin  Vanderslice,  he  was  born,  Novem- 
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ber  4.  1844,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  Dutch  descent,  the  emigrant  ancestor 
of  his  family  having  come  to  the  United  States 
from  Holland  in  colonial  days. 

Benjamin  Vanderslice  was  born  and  bred 
in  the  Keystone  state,  where  during  his  earliei 
life  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1862  he  came  with  his  family  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  locating  in  Geauga  county,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  He  married  Lydia 
Llewellyn,  who  was  born  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  She,  too, 
attained  a  ripe  old  age,  living  to  be  upwards  of 
four  score  years  of  age.  Fifteen  children  were 
born'  of  their  union,  fourteen  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity,  married,  and  reared  fam- 
ilies. Nine  are  now,  in  1909,  living,  Tolm  y. 
being  the  eighth  child  in  order  of  birth,  and 
the  fifth  son. 

About  seventeen  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Ohio,  John  V.  Vanderslice  secured  work  in 
Mantua,  Portage  county,  in  what  was  then 
called  Mud  Mill,  where  he  was  employed  a 
year  and  a  half.  Going  then  to  Parkman, 
Geauga  county,  he  worked  for  nine  months 
in  a  flour  mill,  after  which  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  government  at  Chattanooga,  Ten- 
nessee, for  a  year.  The  ensuing  year  Mr. 
Vanderslice  spent  in  Geauga  county.  Return- 
ing then  to  his  native  state,  he  was  there  en- 
gaged in  milling,  and  also  assisted  in  develop- 
ing some  of  the  first  oil  wells  sunk  in  that 
part  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1886,  Mr.  Vander- 
slice located  in  Garrettsville,  becoming  a  part 
owner  of  the  Garrettsville  Flour  Mill,  one  of 
the  first  plants  of  the  kind  established  in  Port- 
age county.  It  was  built  originally  in  1804, 
was  rebuilt  in  1847,  an^  m  !894,  four  years 
after, becoming  its  sole  proprietor,  Mr.  Van- 
derslice rebuilt  it,  enlarged  its  capacity  to 
sixty  barrels  of  Hour  per  day,  and  has  now 
one  of  the  best  equipped  plants  of  the  kind  in 
this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Vanderslice  married,  in  1880,  Lavinia 
J.  Hilliard.  who  was  born  and  brought  up  in 
Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  all  daughters, 
namely:  L.  Ersilla;  Lydia  L.,  wife  of  E.  J. 
Russell,  of  Sharon.  Pennsylvania ;  Ida  E. ;  and 
Elma  V.  Politically,  Mr.  Vanderslice  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  takes  much  interest  in 
public  affairs.  He  is  not  an  officeseeker,  but 
has  been  a  member  of  the  city  council  since 
1  goo.     He  is  a  member  of  the   Masonic   Ma- 


ternity, belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  and  to  the 
chapter. 

Charles  C.  Jenkins,  a  very  successful  busi- 
ness man  and  prominent  citizen  of  Wil- 
loughby,  was  born  September  27,  1840,  in 
Mentor,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Jr.  and  Cyrene 
(Huntoon)  Jenkins;  his  grandfather  was  also 
named  John  Jenkins.  John  Jenkins  Jr.  worked 
some  time  for  Grandison  Newell,  the  famous 
opposer  of  Mormonism,  and  later  purchased 
a  foundry  of  Charles  Newell,  of  Mentor, 
where  the  family  was  located,  and  manufac- 
tured plows  until  after  the  Civil  war,  when 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Willoughby.  Soon 
afterward  he  started  a  foundry  and  subse- 
quently a  planing  mill,  in  partnership  with  his 
son  Charles,  and  engaged  in  the  manufactur- 
ing of  plows  at  Willoughby  until  about  1869, 
when  Charles  C.  Jenkins,  bought  the  business. 
It  was  located  on  the  rear  of  a  lot  on  Euclid, 
but  a  few  years  later  removed  to  its  present 
location  along  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad.  Dur- 
ing the  last  sixteen  years  it  has  been  operated 
as  a  planing  mill  in  connection  with  a  lumber 
yard.  Mr.  Jenkins  married  a  daughter  of 
Scribner  Huntoon,  born  in  Concord  township, 
and  they  had  three  children  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity, namely:  B.  F.,  a  carpenter  residing  in 
Mentor;  Violet  married  F.  E.  Wasson,  of 
Painesville  ;  and  Charles  C.  Mr.  Jenkins  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years,  having  been 
seriously  afflicted  for  years;  his  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty. 

Charles  C.  Jenkins  served  three  years  in  the 
Civil  war,  in  the  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry, 
Company  C,  being  detailed  to  Camp  Chase, 
a  parole  camp,  to  a  prison  camp,  and  also  did 
considerable  clerical  work.  Before  going  into 
partnership  with  father  in  the  foundry  and 
planing  mill,  he  spent  four  years  in  Cleveland. 
He  is  a  man  of  business  acumen  and  enter- 
prise, and  has  devoted  his  chief  energies  to 
the  advancement  of  his  commercial  interest.-, 
by  which  he  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure 
of  success.  However,  he  has  time  from  his 
business  responsibilities  to  interest  himself  in 
the  public  welfare,  and  he  has  served  since 
1872,  a  period  of  thirty-seven  years,  in  the 
office  of  township  and  village  clerk. 

Gilman  A.  Woodworth.  —  A  highly  es- 
teemed resident  of  Ashtabula  count  v.  and  a 
prominent  member  of  its  agricultural  com- 
munity, owning  and  occupying  a  good  farm 
near    Geneva,    Gilman    A.    Woodworth    is    a 
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worthy  representative  of  those  courageous  pio- 
neers who  settled  in  the  county  in  the  days  of 
its  infancy,  and  were  active  in  its  development 
and  subsequent  growth.  A  son  of  the  late 
Elijah  Woodworth,  he  was  born,  August  20, 
1861,  on  the  home  farm  near  Conneaut,  this 
county. 

His  grandfather,  Lothrop  Woodworth,  came 
with  his  family  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio  in 
1818,  and  settled  in  Ashtabula  county.  He 
was  a  carpenter  and  builder  by  trade,  and  in 
this  new  country  his  work  was  in  constant  de- 
mand. He  improved  a  homestead,  and  was 
employed  in  carpentering  and  farming  until 
his  death,  when  but  little  past  the  prime  of 
life.  His  wife  survived  him,  dying  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  They  reared  six  children,  as 
follows:  Elijah;  Milton  died  in  Conneaut,  at 
an  advanced  age ;  Almon  also  died  in  Con- 
neaut ;  Lothrop,  deceased  :  Jane,  deceased  ;  and 
Cordelia,  deceased. 

Elijah  Woodworth  was  born,  June  10,  1808, 
in  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  Con- 
neaut, Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  November  28, 
1900.  A  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  came  with 
the  family  to  the  Western  Reserve,  he  wit- 
nessed many  wonderful  changes  in  the  face 
of  the  country  during  his  four  score  and  more 
years  of  residence  here.  In  those  early  days 
school  houses,  churches  and  costly  residences 
were  conspicuous  only  by  their  absence ;  there 
were  neither  railways,  telegraphs  nor  telephone 
lines,  few,  if  any,  evidences  of  civilization 
being  then  evident ;  while  now  flourishing 
towns  and  cities  and  magnificent  agricultural 
regions  have  usurped  the  place  of  the  forest, 
the  fertile  acres  round  about  yielding  abun- 
dantly and  to  spare.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  open,  became  a  great  hunter  and  fisher, 
and  every  winter  for  years  would  go  into 
Upper  Michigan,  where  he  has  killed  hundreds 
of  deer,  taking  these  trips  until"  past  eighty 
years  old.  As  a  young  man,  he  was  employed 
in  the  fishery  business,  which  he  found  profit- 
able, owning  his  own  fishing  vessels,  which 
went  up  the  lakes  as  far  as  Mackinac,  in 
search  of  fish.  Later  he  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Conneaut. 

After  the  war,  Elijah  Woodworth  purchased 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing Conneaut,  and  in  the  years  that  followed 
made  many  and  valuable  improvements,  ren- 
dering it  one  of  the  very  best  and  most  attract- 
ive estates  in  the  whole  count)-.  He  erected 
substantial  buildings  of  all  needed  kinds,  in- 


stalled the  most  modern  farm  machinery,  and 
in  addition  to  carrying  on  general  farming  was 
largely  engaged  in  dairying  and  stock  raising. 
He  had  also  other  interests,  in  company  with 
his  brother  being  engaged  in  shipbuilding,  and 
until  well  advanced  in  years  managed  his  own 
affairs,  retaining  full  control  of  his  varied 
ipterests  until  almost  ninety  years  old.  His 
farm  was  sold  in  1900  to  the  steel  company 
for  $77,000,  the  largest  price  ever  paid  for 
a  farm  in  this  locality.  He  never  forgot  old 
New  England,  but  from  early  life  until  old 
age,  even  when  eighty-five  years  old,  would 
visit  Connecticut,  usually  going  once  a  year, 
but  occasionally  making  two  trips.  He  was 
not  especially  interested  in  politics,  but  he  was 
a  man  of  generous  impulses,  very  charitable, 
and  gave  much  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  Elijah  Woodworth  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  a  Miss  Ferris,  died 
in  early  womanhood,  leaving  no  children.  He 
married,  second,  Sarah  Ferris,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  Of  their  children,  six  grew  to 
years  of  maturity,  namely:  Lothrop,  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  score  years:  Mary,  wife  of  R.  M. 
Palmer,  lives  on  a  portion  of  the  old  home- 
stead ;  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years ; 
Fremont,  of  Conneaut;  Gilman  A.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  William,  of  Ashtabula. 
Mr.  Woodworth  married  for  his  third  wife, 
when  eighty-five  years  of  age,  Harriet  Wood- 
worth,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Until  the  family  homestead  was  sold  to  the 
steel  company,  Gilman  A.  Woodworth  actively 
assisted  in  its  management.  He  subsequently 
bought,  in  1900,  his  present  farm,  the  old 
George  Shepard  estate,  lying  one  mile  from 
Geneva,  on  the  South  Ridge  road.  Here  he 
has  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  rich  and 
fertile  land,  and  is  carrying  on  dairying  and 
stock  raising,  keeping  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  sports,  enjoy- 
ing both  hunting  and  fishing,  and  was  for- 
merly an  enthusiastic  ball  player.  Mr.  Wood- 
worth  has  been  twice  married.  He  married, 
in  1884,  Harriet  Germond,  who  died  in  1906. 
leaving  three  children  :  Harrison,  Arthur  and 
Lee.  Mr.  Woodworth  married,  second,  No- 
vember 19,  1907,  Mrs.  Ida  (Bedell)  Winchell. 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Bedell,  of  Leroy  town- 
ship, and  widow  of  Henrv  Winchell,  of  Rock- 
Creek.  Politically,  Mr.  Woodworth  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served 
four  years  as  township  trustee.     Socially,  he 
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is  a  member  of  the  local  Grange.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

Frank  A.  Seiberling. — An  able  exponent 
of  the  progressive  spirit  and  strong  initiative 
power  that  have  caused  the  city  of  Akron  to 
forge  so  rapidly  forward  as  an  industrial  and 
commercial  center,  is  Frank  A.  Seiberling, 
who  is  a  native  son  of  Summit  county,  of 
which  Akron  is  the  judicial  center,  and  who 
has  here  attained  prominence  and  influence  as 
a  business  man  and  loyal  public-spirited  citi- 
zen. He  is  president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company  and 
also  has  other  local  interests  of  importance,  so 
that  he  stands  as  one  of  the  representative 
"captains  of  industry"  in  his  native  county  and 
the  historic  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Seiberling  was  born  on  the  parental 
farmstead,  near  Western  Star,  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  October 
6,  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Cather- 
ine L.  (Miller)  Seiberling,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Western  Star  township, 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  of  stanch  German 
lineage,  and  the  latter  was  a  native  of  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1861  the  family  re- 
moved from  the  farm  in  Norton  township  to 
the  village  of  Doylestown,  whence  removal  was 
made  to  Akron  in  1865.  Here  the  father  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  of  mowers  and 
reapers  and  here  both  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of  their  eleven 
children  nine  are  living.  John  F.  Seiberling 
was  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church. 

Frank  A.  Seiberling  gained  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  old  building  which  stands 
adjacent  to  the  Congregational  church  in 
Akron,  at  the  south,  and  thereafter  he  was  for 
one  year  a  student  in  the  high  school.  He 
then  entered  Heidelberg  College,  at  Tiffin, 
where  he  remained  as  a  student  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  of  the  junior  year,  when 
he  withdrew  in  order  to  assist  his  father,  who 
had  shortly  before  initiated  the  manufacturing 
of  the  Empire  harvester.  His  collegiate  train- 
ing stood  Frank  A.  Seiberling  well  in  value 
in  the  executive  duties  which  developed  upon 
him  in  connection  with  this  business,  and  when 
the  enterprise  was  expanded  in  1884.  by  the 
organization  and  incorporation  of  the  Seiber- 
ling Company  he  became  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  new  corporation. 


Mr.  Seiberling  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  promotion  and  operation  of  other 
large  and  important  industrial  concerns,  whose 
success  has  been  signal  through  his  able  execu- 
tive services  and  capitalistic  support.  Notable 
among  such  corporations  may  be  mentioned 
the  Akron  Twine  &  Cordage  Company,  the 
Werner  Printing  &  Lithographing  Company, 
the  Superior  Alining  Company,  the  Canton 
Street  Railway  Company,  the  Zanesville  Street 
Railway  Company,  the  Akron  Street  Railway 
Company,  the  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Association,  the  Thomas  Phillips  Com- 
pany, and  the  National  City  Bank  of  Akron. 
As  an  executive  officer  he  now  gives  the  major 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  affairs  of  the  Goodyear  Tire  & 
Rubber  Company,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
corporations  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  He  is 
president  and  general  manager  of  this  com- 
pany, whose  other  officers  are  as  here  noted: 
Charles  W.  Seiberling,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  ;  George  M.  Stadleman,  secretary  ; 
and  Paul  W.  Litchfield,  superintendent.  The 
company  was  organized  and  incorporated  in 
1898  and  in  the  same  Mr.  Seiberling  has  been 
an  interested  principal  from  the  start.  The 
products  of  the  large  and  finely  equipped  plant 
include  various  kinds  of  rubber  goods  and 
special  attention  is  given  to  the  manufacturing 
of  solid  and  pneumatic  carriage  and  automo- 
bile tires,  bicycle  tires,  rubber  horse  shoes,  rub- 
ber tiling,  golf  balls,  moulded  rubber  and 
rubber  specialties.  The  products  of  this  great 
concern,  which  has  in  large  degree  added  to 
the  commercial  precedence  of  Akron,  now  find 
sale  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  and  thus 
carry  far  and  wide  the  fame  of  the  city  in 
which  they  are  manufactured. 

In  the  midst  of  the  cares  and  exactions  of 
an  especially  active  and  busy  life  Mr.  Seiber- 
ling has  had  a  full  appreciation  of  his  civic 
duties  and  is  one  of  the  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Akron,  where  he  is  held  in 
unqualified  confidence  and  esteem  and  where 
he  wields  much  influence  as  a  progressive 
business  man  of  splendid  qualifications.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  is  identified  with  various  frater- 
nal and  social  organizations. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  October,  1887,  Mr. 
Seiberling  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Gertrude  F.  Penfield,  daughter  of  the  late 
James  W.  Penfield,  of  Willoughby,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  and  they  have  five  children, 
namely:      John    Frederick,    Irene    Henrietta. 
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Willard  Penfield,  James  Penfield,  and  Gertrude 
Virginia. 

Hon.  Charles  Lawyer. — It  is  not  often  in 
modern  times  that  we  find  one  whose  surname 
so  significantly  indicates  his  vocation  as  does 
that  of  Mr.  Lawyer,  who  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative members  of  the  bar  of  Ashtabula 
county,  with  residence  and  professional  head- 
quarters in  Jefferson,  the  judicial  center  of 
the  county,  and  who  is  at  the  present  time  a 
member  of  the  state  senate.  He  has  gained 
marked  precedence  in  the  work  of  his  profes- 
sion and  is  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  and 
counselors  of  the  fine  old  Western  Reserve. 

Charles  Lawyer  claims  as  the  place  of  his 
nativity  the  old  Keystone  state  of  the  Union, 
as  he  was  born  at  Penn  Line,  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1857. 
He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Caroline 
( Brown  )  Lawyer,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  a  scion 
of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  that 
state  and  one  tracing  its  lineage  to  staunch 
German  origin ;  his  wife  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  York  and  her  genealogy  is  traced 
through  a  long  line  of  sturdy  French  ances- 
tors. Dr.  Lawyer  received  excellent  prelimi- 
nary discipline  in  preparing  for  the  work  of 
his  chosen  profession,  in  whose  practice  he 
was  engaged  at  Penn  Line,  Pennsylvania,  until 
1867,  when  he  removed  to  Andover,  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative physicians  and  surgeons  of  that 
section  of  the  state.  His  name  is  revered  by 
the  many  to  whom  his  able  and  kindly  minis- 
trations were  so  long  accorded.  He  contin- 
ued in  the  active  work  of  his  profession  for 
more  than  forty  years  and  his  death  occurred 
in  Jefferson,  in  1897,  at  which  time  he  was 
sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His  widow  now  re- 
sides in  the  home  of  her  son  Charles,  of  this 
sketch,  where  she  receives  the  utmost  filial 
solicitude,  having  the  affectionate  regard  of 
all  who  have  come  within  the  lines  of  her 
gentle  and  gracious  influence.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church.  Dr.  Lawyer  was 
an  ardent  and  uncompromising  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  though  he 
never  sought  or  held  official  preferment.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
Charles  is  the  second  in  line  of  birth ;  Mary 
L.  is  the  widow  of  Chauncy  Marvin,  a  resi- 
dent of  Jefferson ;  and  Frank  is  a  retired  mer- 
chant and  department  oil  inspector  of  Ohio. 

Senator  Charles  Lawyer  is  indebted  to  the 


public  schools  of  his  native  town  for  his  rudi- 
mentary educational  training  and  was  a  lad  of 
ten  years  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Andover,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  reared  to  maturity,  and  where  he  duly 
availed  himself  of  the  facilities  of  the  public 
schools.  In  the  early  '80s  the  senator  removed 
to  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  read 
law  in  Judge  W.  P.  Howland's  office.  After 
due  preliminary  discipline  Senator  Lawyer  was 
matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the  fa- 
mous University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  completed  the  prescribed  technical 
course  and  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
Class  of  1883,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio  and  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Jeffer- 
son, where  his  novitiate  was  of  brief  duration, 
as  he  soon  proved  his  ability  as  an  able  advo- 
cate and  well  fortified  counselor.  Here  he 
has  since  continued  in  the  work  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  has  retained  a  representa- 
tive clientage  and  been  identified  with  much 
important  litigation,  in  both  the  state  and  fed- 
eral courts. 

No  more  radical  and  appreciative  advocate 
of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Western  Reserve  than  is  Senator 
Lawyer,  and  he  has  done  most  effective  serv- 
ice in  behalf  of  his  party,  both  through  his  in- 
fluence as  a  citizen  of  well  fortified  convic- 
tions and  as  an  able  campaign  speaker.  In 
1889  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  was  re-elected  in  1892, 
so  that  he  remained  incumbent  of  this  office 
for  six  consecutive  years.  He  made  an  ad- 
mirable record  as  a  public  prosecutor,  and  dur- 
ing his  term  of  service  he  appeared  in  many 
cases  of  important  order,  in  both  the  criminal 
and  civil  departments  of  his  profession.  In 
1905  further  official  honors  were  conferred 
upon  him,  for  he  was  then  elected  to  represent 
the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-sixth  senato- 
rial districts  in  the  upper  house  of  the  state 
legislature.  His  district  comprises  the  coun- 
ties of  Ashtabula,  Geauga,  Lake,  Portage  and 
Summit,  and  this  statement  indicates  how  im- 
portant is  the  constituency  he  was  thus  called 
upon  to  represent.  During  his  first  term  he 
served  on  many  important  senate  committees 
and  proved  an  active,  independent  and  consci- 
entious worker  both  on  the  floor  and  in  the 
committee  room.  The  popular  appreciation  of 
his  efforts  was  shown  in  his  election  as  his  own 
successor  in  the  fall  of  1908,  and  he  has  con- 
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tinued  his  services  as  senator  with  such  ability 
as  to  make  him  one  of  the  recognized  leaders 
of  the  deliberative  body  of  the  state  govern- 
ment. He  is  loyal  and  public-spired  as  a  citi- 
zen and  gives  his  aid  and  influence  in  support 
of  all  measures  tending  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  his  home  city  and  county.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  The  senator  is  a  man  of  genial  per- 
sonality and  wins  and  retains  inviolable  friend- 
ships. He  is  a  close  student  of  his  profession 
and  is  known  as  a  man  of  fine  intellectual  at- 
tainments, and  as  one  who  places  true  valua- 
tions on  men  and  affairs. 

May  28,  1884,  Senator  Lawyer  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Flora  Lindsley,  who  was 
born  and  reared  at  Andover,  Ohio,  and  who  is 
a  daughter  of  Flora  A.  Lindsley,  a  represen- 
tative citizen  and  business  man  of  that  place. 
The  one  child  of  this  union  is  Leah  C.  who 
was  born  on  the  26th  of  December,  1892. 

Albert  D.  Ferguson  is  a  representative  in 
the  third  generation  of  a  family  that  was 
founded  in  Lake  county  more  than  eighty 
years  ago,  and  the  name  has  been  indissolubly 
identified  with  the  development  and  civic  and 
industrial  progress  of  this  favored  section  of 
the  state.  Mr.  Ferguson  is  now  living  virtually 
retired  in  the  attractive  little  village  of  Wil- 
loughby, after  having  devoted  his  entire  active 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  is  a  worthy 
and  honored  member  of  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Albert  Desbersy  Ferguson  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  farm,  one  mile  west  of  the  cen- 
ter of  Willoughby  township,  Lake  county,  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Finley 
and  Olive  (Atkinson)  Ferguson.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Orange  county,  New  York. 
where  he  was  born  in  the  year  1800,  and  he 
was  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Campbell) 
Ferguson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Scot- 
land, where  they  were  reared  and  educated, 
being,  members  of  stanch  old  families  of  the 
land  of  hills  and  heather.  They  reared  their 
children  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  they 
continued  to  maintain  their  home  until  the 
year  1822,  when  they  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  and  numbered  themselves  among  the 
pioneers  of  Lake  county,  which  was  then  a 
part  of  Cuyahoga  county.  The  trip  from  the 
old  Empire  state  was  made  with  ox  teams,  and 
John  Ferguson  was  accompanied  by  his  sons 


and  daughters  and  also  by  one  son-in-law. 
They  settled  in  what  is  now  Willoughby  town- 
ship, which  was  then  known  as  Chagrin 
township,  and  John  Ferguson  passed  the  first 
few  years  about  two  and  one-half  miles  east 
of  Willoughby  Center,  where  he  owned  and 
operated  the  Eagle  mill,  one  of  the  first  grist 
mills  within  the  borders  of  Lake  county.  The 
same  was  located  on  the  Chagrin  river,  from 
which  the  operating  power  was  secured.  He 
also  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  located  at 
Willoughby  Center  and  instituted  the  develop- 
ment of  a  farm  from  the  virgin  forest.  He 
finally  entrusted  the  operation  of  the  mill  to 
his  son  Finley  and  gave  his  personal  attention 
to  the  development  of  his  farm,  upon  which 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  when 
about  eighty-five  years  of  age.  His  devoted 
wife  was  about  the  same  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  occurred  ten  years  later.  The 
names  of  their  seven  children  were  Hezekiah, 
Ann,  John,  Margaret,  Finley,  Jane,  and  Leg- 
gett.  Hezekiah  was  long  numbered  among  the 
representative  farmers  of  Willoughby  town- 
ship, and  after  his  retirement  from  active 
labors  resided  in  the  village  of  Willoughby. 
where  he  died  when  nearly  eighty  years  of  age. 
His  three  daughters,  all  widows,  are  still  liv- 
ing, namely:  Mrs.  Martha  Smith,  of  Warren, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Elsie  Penfield,  who  makes  her 
home  at  Akron,  Ohio ;  and  the  youngest 
daughter,  Mrs.  Eliza  Fuller,  also  lives' at  War- 
ren, Ohio.  Mrs.  Ann  Moody,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  John  Ferguson,  returned  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  she  passed  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  John,  Jr.,  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Indiana,  later  became  a  pioneer 
of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  was  a  resident  of 
California  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Cole,  the  second  daughter,  was  a 
resident  of  New  York  state  at  the  time  of  her 
demise.  Finley.  father  of  Albert  D..  is  more 
specifically  mentioned  in  following  paragraphs. 
Jane  became  the  wife  of  John  Yiall.  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Willoughby  township  until 
her  death,  at  the  age  of  more  than  three  score 
years.  Her  son  Warren  is  now  a  resident  of 
the  village  of  Wickliffe.  Lake  county.  Leggett 
continued  to  reside  on  the  old  homes'ead  farm 
at  Willoughby  Center  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  when  seventy-five  years  of  age  He  is 
survived  by  two  daughters. — Helen  C..  who  is 
the  widow  of  Dewitt  Pierce  and  resides  in 
Willoughby.  and  Cornelia,  who  also  resides  at 
Willoughby,  being  the  wife  of  Joseph  Ward. 
Finley  Ferguson   was   twentv-two  vears  of. 
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age  at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration  from 
the  old  Empire  state  to  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  he  soon  assumed  charge  of  the  Eagle  mill, 
as  already  stated  in  this  context.  While  oper- 
ating the  mill  he  married  Miss  Julia  Judd,  who 
died  eight  years  later,  leaving  three  children, — 
Sarah  Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years :  Julia,  who  is  the  widow  of  George 
Glines  and  resides  at  Akron,  Ohio ;  and 
Thomas  J.,  who  was  a  resident  of  Fulton 
county,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  With 
his  three  motherless  little  children  left  to  his 
care.  Finley  Ferguson  contracted  a  second 
marriage  about  one  and  one-half  years  after 
the  death  of  his  first  wife.  He  wedded  Miss 
Olive  Atkinson,  who  was  born  in  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  who  had 
come  to  Ohio  in  company  with  her  three 
brothers  and  one  sister,— Thomas,  Robert, 
William  and  Mary  Atkinson,  and  who  was 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage.  In  the  meanwhile  Finley  Fer- 
guson had  left  the  mill  and  located  on  the  old 
home  farm,  from  which  he  soon  afterward 
removed  to  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land 
which  he  secured  in  the  same  township.  He 
erected  a  log  house  and  barn  on  this  place  and 
reclaimed  much  of  the  land  to  cultivation.  The 
homestead  comprised  ninety  acres,  and  on  the 
same  he  erected,  in  1844.  a  good  farm  house, 
which  is  still  used  for  residence  purposes. 
From  this  farm  he  eventually  removed  to  an- 
other, not  far  distant,  and  on  the  second  farm 
also  made  substantial  improvements  of  a  per- 
manent nature.  There  he  died  in  1878.  at  the 
venerable  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  industry  and  alert  mentality, 
and  his  life  was  marked  by  the  most  impreg- 
nable integrity,  so  that  he  ever  commanded  the 
unqualified  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
men.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Willoughby  Center  church,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination,  and  assisted  materi- 
ally in  the  erection  of  the  first  church  building, 
which  was  constructed  of  logs.  He  also  was 
a  liberal  contributor  to  the  erection  of  the 
present  church  edifice,  which  was  built  about 
1840.  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  this  church.  He 
took  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day  and  while  never  a  seeker  of 
office  he  wielded  no  little  influence  in  his  com- 
munity. He  identified  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  at  the  time  of  its  formation  and 
ever  afterward  supported  its  cause.  His  course 
was  guided  by  mature  judgment  and  inflexible 


honor,  and  his  name  merits  a  place  on  the  roll 
of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  the  historic  old 
Western  Reserve.  His  wife,  surviving  him  by 
about  five  years,  was  seventy-eight  years  of 
age  when  summoned  to  the  life  eternal.  She 
likewise  was  a  devout  and  zealous  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  was  a 
woman  of  gentle  and  attractive  personality. 
Concerning  the  children  of  Finley  and  Olive 
(Atkinson)  Ferguson  the  following  brief  data 
are  entered:  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  E.  M. 
Wing  and  resides  at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas ;  Ade- 
line became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Schram  and 
died  at  Galesburg,  Michigan ;  Robert  F.  died 
in  infancy;  John  B.  is  a  successful  farmer  of 
Madison  township,  Lake  county ;  Albert-  D. 
is  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review;  and 
Hezekiah  C.  owns  and  resides  upon  a  portion 
of  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  Willoughby 
township. 

Albert  D.  Ferguson  is  indebted  to  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Willoughby  township  for  his 
early  educational  training,  and  he  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  to  whose  work  he  began 
to  contribute  his  quota  when  still  a  boy.  He 
was  associated  in  the  work  and  management 
of  the  home  farm  until  about  1869,  when  he 
removed  to  Galesburg,  Michigan,  where  he 
remained  two  years  and  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  returned  to  the  home  farm,  in  the 
operation  of  which  he  was  associated  with  his 
youngest  brother,  Hezekiah  C.  They  eventu- 
ally purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
and  maintained  a  partnership  association  for 
fifteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they 
divided  the  property,  Albert  D.  securing  forty- 
six  acres,  on  which  was  located  the  house 
which  had  been  erected  by  his  father.  He  con- 
tinued to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
farm,  which  was  devoted  to  diversified  agricul- 
ture and  to  the  raising  of  fruit,  which  was 
made  a  specialty,  and  in  1896  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty and  removed  to  the  village  of  Willoughby, 
where  he  has  since  lived  a  practically  retired 
life.  Here  he  owns  an  attractive  residence 
property.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
as  administrator  of  a  number  of  estates  and 
this  indicates  the  implicit  confidence  and  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  in  his  native  county.  He 
is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party  and  has  served  a  number  of 
times  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of 
the  same  in  Lake  county.  He  was  for  seven 
years  incumbent  of  the  office  of  trustee  of 
Willoughby  township.    For  a  number  of  years 
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he  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  Willoughby  Center,  and 
he  long  held  the  office  of  trustee  of  the  same. 
He  and  his  wife  now  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  church  in  the  village  of  Willoughby 
and  are  active  in  the  various  departments  of 
its  work. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1875,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ferguson  to  Miss 
Josephine  Waterbury,  who  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Orinda  Waterbury,  who  removed  to  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  when  she  was  a  child,  first  locat- 
ing in  Madison  township,  where  they  remained 
for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  they  re- 
moved to  Willoughby  township,  where  the 
father  was  a  successful  farmer  and  tile  manu- 
facturer and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  residue  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and"  Mrs.  Fer- 
guson have  two  children, — Albert  W.  and 
Blanche.  Albert  W,  who  is  manager  of  the 
Willoughby  branch  of  the  Cleveland  Trust 
Company,  married  Miss  Margaret  Tryon,  and 
they  have  three  children, — Elizabeth,  Margaret 
and  Tryon.  Blanche  is  the  wife  of  Edward  H. 
Bernhardt,  of  the  village  of  Willoughby. 

Flavius  Adelbert  Spring. — A  life-long 
resident  of  Ashtabula  count)-,  and  one  of  its 
most  energetic,  thrifty  and  progressive  agri- 
culturists, Flavius  A.  Spring  is  held  in  high 
respect  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  His  small 
farm,  located  in  Geneva,  contains  fifty-four 
acres  of  choice  land,  on  which  he  has  made  all 
of  the  improvements,  having  a  good  residence, 
a  substantial  barn,  and  stock  and  machinery 
of  first-class  description,  everything  about  the 
premises  indicating  the  industry,  prosperity 
and  sound  judgment  of  the  owner.  He  was 
born  in  the  old  log  house  in  which  his  parents 
first  lived  on  coming  to  the  Western  Reserve, 
January  27,  1847.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Amos  Spring,  and  a  descendant  in  the  ninth 
generation  from  one  John  Spring  who  emi- 
grated to  Massachusetts  in  1634,  becoming  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Watertown,  near  Boston. 
A  more  extended  sketch  of  his  parents  and 
ancestors  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  his  brother, 
Amos  Ashley  Spring. 

When  ready  to  begin  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, F.  A.  Spring  bought  thirty-two  acres 
of  his  present  farm,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father  came  into  possession  of  twenty-two 
acres  of  the  parental  homestead.  His  original 
tract  of  land  was  pasture  land  when  he  bought 


it,  but  with  characteristic  energy  and  industry 
he  began  its  improvement,  and  has  since  spared 
neither  time  nor  expense  in  his  labors,  having 
now  a  valuable  and  attractive  estate.  Here 
he  is  carrying  on  mixed  husbandry  in  a  thor- 
ough and  systematic  manner,  and  in  his  work 
is  meeting  with  well  deserved  success. 

Mr.  Spring,  married,  April  16,  1868,  Hattie 
Davenport,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Harriet 
(De  Lavergne)  Davenport,  who  came  from 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Geneva 
township  when  their  daughter  was  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davenport  located 
on  a  farm,  and  here  spent  their  remaining 
years,  her  death  occurring,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  on  May  29,  1891,  and  his  January 
18,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Mr. 
Davenport's  sister,  Sarah  Davenport,  married 
John  Day.  of  Spartansburg,  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  a  brother  of  the  wife  of  John  Brown, 
of  Harpers  Ferry  fame.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spring,  namely:  Cora 
Allene  and  Lynn  Adelbert.  Cora  Allene  mar- 
ried William  Westlake,  and  died  a  few  years 
later,  leaving  two  children,  Maurice  James 
Westlake,  and  Paul  Herbert  Westlake,  the  lat- 
ter being  then  but  four  weeks  old.  These 
children  have  since  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spring,  who  are  bringing  them  up  wisely  and 
well,  giving  them  every  needed  advantage. 
Lynn  A.  Spring  is  now  employed  as  a  book- 
keeper in  Cleveland.  Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spring  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  Mr.  Spring,  is  a  Republican  in 
politics. 

Wir.r.  Christy. — It  is  no  inconspicuous 
position  which  the  city  of  Akron  occupies  as 
an  industrial  and  commercial  center.  Among 
the  business  men  of  prominence  and  large 
capacity  in  Akron  to-day  is  found  as  an  able 
representative  of  the  younger  generation  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  native  son  of 
this  city  and  who  has  found  definite  satisfac- 
tion in  contributing  to  its  upbuilding  as  a  man- 
ufacturing and  commercial  center  from  whose 
large  and  important  concerns  products  go 
forth  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  A  dis- 
tinctive captain  of  industry,  Mr.  Christy  is  well 
entitled  to  representation  in  this  publication. 
He  is  president  of  the  Central  Savings  and 
Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
promoters  and  founders  and  is  identified  with 
other  of  the  most  important  industrial  and 
public-utility  corporations  of  his  native  city. 

Will  Christv  was  born  in  the  city  of  Akron, 
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on  the  7th  of  December,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Jennette  (Warner)  Christy,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  latter  in  Medina  county,  Ohio. 
The  father  was  a  man  of  marked  business 
acumen  and  was  long  numbered  among  the 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  Akron.  In 
the  public  schools  of  Akron  Will  Christy  re- 
ceived his  early  educational  discipline,  and  in 
earl}'  manhood  he  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  tanning  and  leather  business,  with 
which  he  continued  to  be  identified  for  a  period 
of  about  twelve  years.  In  1888  his  progressive 
spirit  led  him  to  concern  himself  actively  with 
the  promotion  and  construction  of  electric  rail- 
wax'  systems,  and  it  was  through  his  well 
directed  efforts  that  was  effected  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Cleveland  Construction  Company, 
now  one  of  the  largest  corporations  of  its  kind 
in  the  Union  and  one  that  has  built  many  thou- 
sand miles  of  urban  and  interurban  electric 
railways  in  the  United  States  and  the  different 
provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  With 
this  company  he  is  still  identified,  and  his 
capacity  for  affairs  of  wide  scope  seems  unlim- 
ited, when  is  taken  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  his  energies  and  administrative  talents 
have  been  called  into  requisition  in  connection 
with  many  of  the  most  important  concerns  in 
Akron  and  elsewhere.  In  addition  to  holding 
the  presidency  of  the  Central  Savings  and 
Trust  Company,  one  of  the  large  and  solid 
financial  institutions  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
he  is  at  the  present  time  vice-president  of  the 
Northern  Ohio  Traction  and  Light  Company, 
vice-president  of  The  Firestone  Tire  and  Rub- 
ber Company,  president  of  the  People's  Tele- 
phone Company,  of  Akron,  and  president  of 
the  Hamilton  Building  Company,  besides  which 
he  is  a  stockholder  in  many  other  corporations 
in  this  section  of  the  state. 

The  Central  Savings  and  Trust  Company, 
to  which  Air.  Christy  gives  a  direct  personal 
supervision  in  his  executive  capacitv,  was  or- 
ganized in  1897  by  him  and  Joseph  R.  Nutt, 
the  former  of  whom  became  president  and  the 
latter  secretary.  The  enterprise  was  based 
upon  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  in  1004  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  its  present  title,  with  the  capital  stock  at 
the  original  figure  and  with  a  surplus  fund  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  Upon 
the  incorporation  of  the  company  Mr.  Christy 
was  continued  in  the  office  of  president,  of 
which  he  has  since  remained  incumbent,  and 
the  other  executive  officers  are  as  here  noted : 


M.  Otis  Hower  and  Harry  H.  Gibbs,  vice- 
presidents  ;  Joseph  S.  Benson,  secretary ; 
Edwin  R.  Held,  treasurer;  and  George  II. 
Dunn,  assistant  treasurer.  In  both  its  banking 
and  fiduciary  departments  the  company  con- 
trols a  large  and  representative  business  and 
the  institution  takes  high  rank  among  those 
of  similar  functions  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

In  politics  Mr.  Christy  is  aligned  as  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  is  essentially  a  business  man  and  has 
had  no  wish  to  enter  the  domain  of  practical 
politics.  He  is  affiliated  with  various  fraternal 
organizations  and  with  a  number  of  social 
orders,  among  the  more  notable  of  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  Portage  Country  Club,  and 
the  Union,  Euclid  and  Country  clubs,  of  Cleve- 
land. Though  the  exactions  of  his  manifold 
business  interests  are  great  Mr.  Christy  has 
not  withheld  himself  from  ably  fulfilling  his 
portion  of  work  as  a  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  every  movement  which  has 
as  its  object  the  futherance  of  the  best  interests 
of  his  native  city  is  certain  to  receive  his 
earnest  and  loyal  support  and  co-operation. 
The  amenities  of  social  life  also  have  a  due 
appeal  to  him  and  he  and  his  wife  are  promi- 
nent in  connection  with  the  leading  social 
activities  of  Akron. 

On  the  22nd  of  October,  1890,  was  solemn- 
ized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Christy  to  Miss  Rose 
Day,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Akron  and 
who  is  a  daughter  of  Elias  S.  Day,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  City  National  Bank  and  one  of  the 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  Akron. 

Henry  Hooper,  of  Willoughby  township, 
was  born  in  Holsworthy,  Devonshire,  England. 
July  4,  1827.  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Hunkin)  Hooper;  the  father  died 
during  his  son's  childhood,  and  the  mother  in 
Cleveland,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  His  sister  Mary,  now  dead,  was  the 
wife  of  George  Sleemin.  of  Willoughby.  When 
nenry  Hooper  was  seven  years  old  he  began 
working  out  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
learning  the  trade  of  millwright.  While  learn- 
ing this  trade  he  spent  five  years  receiving 
only  his  board  and  lodging,  and  no  clothes,  and 
for  the  five  years  paid  fifty  dollars  in  money 
for  learning  the  trade.  At  the  end  of  his 
apprenticeship,  he  started  to  work,  spending 
two  more  years  in  England,  and  in  1851.  sail- 
ing from  Plymouth,  he  spent  four  week-  and 
two  days  on  the  ocean  and  landed  at  Quebec. 
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While  on  board  ship  he  had  studied  an  emi- 
grant guide,  and  decided  that  Cleveland  would 
be  a  good  place  to  locate,  so  he  proceeded  to 
tnat  city,  on  his  arrival  finding  no  one  he  had 
ever  seen  or  heard  of.  However,  he  had  good 
courage,  and  decided  to  remain  in  the  country 
at  least  one  year,  having  but  one  or  two  dollars 
left.  His  first  work  was  at  Mayfield.  in  a 
wagon  shop  ;  his  work  was  mainly  on  wagons, 
although  he  set  w-ater  wheels  in  several  coun- 
ties in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  Then  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Pennhall  and  Mr.  Orwell,  Air. 
Hooper  had  a  carriage  shop  in  Cleveland, 
which  they  operated  until  186T,  and  then  his 
health  failed  so  that  he  left  this  and  went  on 
a  farm  in  Kirtland. 

In  1854  Mr.  Hooper  sent  for  his  mother  and 
sister,  and  as  a  result  of  his  success  in  this 
country,  nineteen  others  came  at  the  same  time. 
He  has  been  on  the  farm  since  1861.  with  the 
exception  of  five  years  he  spent  in  Cleveland 
as  superintendent  of  a  cooper  shop.  He  lives 
at  present  in  Willoughby  Village,  although  he 
still  owns  the  farm,  in  Kirtland,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety  acres.  He  was  always 
very  successful  in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs, 
and  has  always  been  very  industrious  and  am- 
bitious. In  leaving  his  native  land  to  come  to 
America,  he  made  a  resolve  to  refrain  from 
drink  and  bad  company,  and  he  attributes  his 
great  success  to  his  ability  and  strength  to  live 
up  to  his  good  resolutions.  He  also  had  great 
respect  and  affection  for  his  mother,  who  was 
a  woman  of  very  high  character,  and  as  long 
as  she  lived  he  led  a  single  life.  Mr.  Hooper 
married,  in  1883,  Elizabeth  Stevens,  who  was 
born  in  England,  and  came  to  America  in  1870. 
They  have  no  children. 

Mrs.  Roldox  O.  Hinsdale. — Both  by  blood 
and  marriage  Mrs.  Roldon  O.  Hinsdale,  of 
Wad-worth,  Medina  county,  is  identified  with 
early  and  substantial  pioneers  of  New  Eng- 
land and  the  Western  Reserve.  She  was  born 
at  Solon,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  5th 
of  November.  1844.  daughter  of  Leander  and 
Susan  (  Willey)  Chamberlain.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  of  English  ancestry  and  her  mother 
was  of  old-world  Welsh  forefathers,  who  set- 
tled in  Vermont.  Henry  Chamberlain,  the 
emigrant  who  established  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, was  born  about  1596,  and  in  1638,  with  a 
colony  of  133  persons  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Robert  Peck,  emigrated  from  the  county 
Norfolk  on  the  ship  "Diligent."  John  Martin, 
master.      The    ship    sailed    from    Ipswich    and 


arrived  in  Boston  harbor  on  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, .1638.  It  is  stated  by  Daniel  Cushing. 
town  clerk  of  Hingham.  Massachusetts,  from 
1669  to  1700,  and  himself  a  passenger  on  the 
"Diligent,"  that  Henry  Chamberlain  brought 
with'  him  his  mother,  wife  and  two  children ; 
but  from  other  records  it  appears  that  there 
were  three,  and  probably  four  children  in  the 
emigrating  family,  viz.:  Susan,  Henry,  Will- 
iam and  John.  The  mother  mentioned  was 
probably  the  widow  of  Christian  Chamberlain, 
who  died  in  Hingham,  April  19,  1659,  aged 
eighty-one  years.  The  line  of  descent  from 
Henry  Chamberlain,  first  of  Hingham  and 
later  of  Hull.  Massachusetts  (  where  he  died 
in  1674),  is  through  William  Chamberlain,  of 
Hull ;  Joseph  Chamberlain,  of  Hull  and  Had- 
ley,  Massachusetts,  and  Colchester,  Connecti- 
cut ;  William  Chamberlain,  also  of  the  latter 
place:  Peleg  Chamberlain,  St.,  of  Colchester 
and  Kent,  Connecticut:  Peleg  Chamberlain. 
Jr.,  of  Kent  and  New  Milford,  that  state;  and 
Leander  Chamberlain,  the  father,  of  Addison 
county,  Vermont,  and  Solon,  Ohio. 

Leander  Chamberlain  was  born  in  the  county 
named,  April  16,  1804.  and  was  a  son  of  Le- 
ander Chamberlain  and  his  wife  (  nee  Mercy 
Berry  I.  Until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  remained  with  his  parents  in  his  native 
town  of  Ferrisburg,  but  their  death  led  him  to 
leave  the  home  locality  and  locate  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Groton,  New  York.  He  remained  there 
for  a  year,  then  returned  to  Ferrisburg  and 
spent  a  year,  and  afterward  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Franklin  county.  New  York.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  married.  December  12.  1827, 
to  Miss  Susan  Willey,  daughter  of  Ansel  Wil- 
ley, and  after  living  in  Constable,  that  county, 
for  two  years,  moved  to  the  neighboring  town 
of  Malone.  It  was  not  until  several  children 
had  been  born  to  them  that  they  joined  a  party 
of  neighbors  and  friends,  left  their  New  York 
home  and  accomplished  the  weary  overland 
journey  of  twenty-four  days  which  brought 
them  to  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. They  finally  (  1840)  settled  at  Solon, 
Cuyahoga  county,  and  commenced  the  opera- 
tion of  the  model  dairy  farm  which  was  the 
family  homestead  for  fifty  years.  There  the 
younger  children  of  the  household  were  born, 
until  five  sons  and  three  daughters  gathered 
around  the  open  hearth.  Three  of  the  boys 
afterward  served  in  the  Union  armies. 

The  daughter  Maria  obtained  her  early  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Solon,  later  attending 
the    Eclectic    Institute     of     Hiram,     Portage 
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count}-.  For  about  six  years  before  her  mar- 
riage she  taught  at  Solon  and  Newburg,  the 
latter  being  now  incorporated  into  the  city  of 
Cleveland.  On  June  15,  1869,  she  became  the 
wife  of  Roldon  O.  Hinsdale,  since  which  she 
has  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Wadsworth.  Her 
husband  was  a  widower,  with  one  child 
(George)  by  his  first  marriage,  who  is  now  a 
machinist  of  Salem,  Ohio,  and  himself  the 
father  of  Pauline.  Mrs.  Maria  Hinsdale  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  daughters.  Louise 
is  now  Mrs.  Arthur  G.  Abbott,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Wadsworth  township, 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters,  Mary 
Louise  and  Alildred  Abbott.  Maude,  the  sec- 
ond daughter  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roldon 
O.  Hinsdale,  married  George  M.  Elson,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  whom  she  has  borne  James 
Hinsdale  and  Miriam  Elson.  Grace  Hilda 
Hinsdale,  the  youngest  daughter,  was  born 
December  27,  1880.  graduated  from  the  Wads- 
worth High  School  in  1898,  and  after  a  sup- 
plementary course  of  two  years  in  the  Cleve- 
land Central  High  School,  taught  three  years 
in  the  Wadsworth  township  schools  and  five 
years  in  those  of  the  village.  This  talented 
and  beloved  young  teacher,  a  leader  in  the 
intellectual,  moral  and  religious  life  of  the  com- 
munity, died  suddenly  of  hemorrhage  of  the 
brain  at  the  home  of  her  sister  in  Cleveland. 
Her  remains  were  brought  to  the  old  Hins- 
dale home  northwest  of  Wadsworth  and  in- 
terred at  Woodlawn  cemetery,  on  the  14th  of 
June,  1909.  The  death  was  so  unexpected 
that  none  of  the  Wadsworth  relatives  were 
able  to  reach  the  bedside  while  life  remained. 
To  the  loving  mother,  it  was  especially  a  deep 
grief  and  a  profound  shock.  Mrs.  Hinsdale, 
who  has  thus  given  to  the  world  three  noble 
women,  is  still  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity with  which  the  family  life  has  been  so 
prominently  connected  for  many  years.  She 
is  closely  identified  with  the  advancement  of 
the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  at 
Wadsworth.  and  is  a  member  of  the  Wads- 
worth Cemetery  Association  and  the  Subordi- 
nate Ohio  Grange,  also  a  valued  member  of 
the  First  Church  of  Christ,  Wadsworth.  The 
home  farm,  under  the  skillful  management  of 
her  son-in-law,  Arthur  G.  Abbott,  is  still  the 
model  place  founded  by  the  labors  of  her  la- 
mented husband  and  herself. 

Roldon  O.  Hinsdale,  whose  death  occurred 
August  25,  1906,  at  his  homestead  adjoining 
the  paternal  farm  upon  which  he  was  born 
and  where  his  parents  spent  most  of  the  years 


of  their  long  married  life,  had  been  success- 
ful, both  from  the  standpoint  of  pushing  him- 
self substantially  forward  and  of  having  con- 
tinuously contributed  to  the  advancement  of 
the  community  of  which  he  was  a  native  and 
always  a  faithful  and  a  favorite  son.  He  was 
born  at  Wadsworth,  on  the  old  Hinsdale  home- 
stead, on  the  27th  of  March,  1840,  and  it  was 
here  that  his  father,  Albert  Hinsdale,  and  his 
mother  (nee  Clarinda  E.  Eyles),  spent  forty- 
four  years  of  their  simple,  useful  and  honor- 
able lives,  first  hewing,  a  home  from  the  forests 
of  the  Reserve  and  then  applying  themselves, 
with  loving  patience  to  the  founding  of  a 
moral  and  harmonious  household.  A  woman 
of  untiring  industry  and  of  great  nervous  vi- 
tality, she  was  subject  to  various  ailments,  such 
as  neuralgia  and  sciatic  rheumatism,  which, 
with  consequent  sleeplessness,  continually 
sapped  her  natural  strength.  As  her  good  hus- 
band pathetically  observed,  "she  died  from 
sheer  exhaustion,  April  28,  1880."  He  did  not 
long  survive  her,  dying  August  14,  1882.  They 
had  become  the  parents  of  five  children :  Ellen 
Asenath,  born  in  Norton,  Ohio,  October  2, 
1834,  a  beautiful  girl,  who  died  of  consump- 
tion December  1,  1847;  Burke  Aaron,  who  was 
born  in  Wadsworth,  March  31,  1837;  Roldon 
O.,  of  this  sketch,  who  was  also  born  in  that 
village,  March  27,  1840;  Louisa,  a  native  of 
Wadsworth.  born  April  2T,,  1844.  who  is  still 
fondly  remembered  by  the  earlier  settlers  of 
the  place  as  an  active,  amiable,  artistic  and  re- 
ligious child,  a  successful  and  popular  teacher 
and  a  noble  woman,  whose  death  was  a  shock 
to  the  home,  especially  as  she  died  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  thirty-three  years,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1876:  and  Wilbert  B.  Hinsdale,  who 
was  born  in  Wadsworth,  May  25,  1851. 

The  first  American  Hinsdale  of  whom  there 
is  any  definite  information  was  Robert  Hins- 
dale, a  freeman  of  Massachusetts ;  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  church  in  Dedham  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  artillery  company  of  the  place  in 
1 '145.  As  early  as  H:>72  he  moved  to  Hadley 
and  afterward  became  a  resident  of  Deerfield. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  met  his  death  at 
Deerfield,  with  his  sons  Barnabas,  John  and 
Samuel,  being  massacred  by  the  Indians  at 
that  place  September  18.  1675.  These  male 
members  of  the  family  fell,  while  serving  with 
Captain  Lathrop  at  the  Bloody  Brook  mas- 
sacre. The  name  appears  to  have  been  vari- 
ously spelled,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  direct 
descent  6f  the  family  in  America  from  the 
Robert     Hinsdale     mentioned,     who     was     the 
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father  of  eight  children.  The  special  branch 
to  which  Roldon  ( ).  was  attached  sprung  from 
Barnabas,  the  second  child  and  eldest  son,  who 
was  born  November  13,  1639,  lived  at  Hat- 
field, married  Sarah  Taylor  White,  October  15, 
1666,  and  died  at  Deerfield,  as  above  men- 
tioned, September  18,  1675.  Barnabas,  the 
eldest  of  his  five  children,  was  a  native  of  Hat- 
field, born  February  20,  1668,  and  in  1693  was 
admitted  as  an  inhabitant  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, dying  in  that  city  January  25,  1725. 
By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Smith,  of 
Hartford,  he  became  the  father  of  nine  chil- 
dren. Jacob,  the  third  child  of  Barnabas  Hins- 
dale and  his  wife,  was  born  July  14,  1698; 
married  Hannah  Seymour ;  settled  in  Harwin- 
ton  on  lands  inherited  from  his  father;  was 
a  captain  in  the  French-Indian  war,  and  was 
a  man  of  public  prominence,  serving  at  one 
time  as  a  member  of  the  colonial  legislature. 
Jacob,  Jr.,  the  first  born  of  his  nine  children, 
married  Mary  Brace,  of  Harwinton,  and  about 
1773  removed  with  his  family  to  Canaan, 
where  he  died,  the  father  of  a  large  family. 
The  second  child  and  son,  Elisha,  who  was 
born  in  Harwinton  in  1761  and  died  in  Nor- 
ton, June  22,  1827,  was  the  grandfather  of 
Roldon  O.  Captain  Elisha  Hinsdale  was  reared 
at  Canaan,  joining  the  continental  army  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  and  serving  three  years 
in  the  field  of  conflict  between  New  York  and 
the  Potomac.  He  was  one  of  the  heroes  of 
Valley  Forge,  and  was  brought  home  quite 
broken  in  health.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic ; 
learned  the  jeweler's  trade,  and  after  the  burn- 
ing of  his  shop  at  Canaan  associated  himself 
with  his  brother  Abel  in  the  axe  and  scythe 
business.  They  established  a  plant  on  the  west- 
ern branch  of  the  Naugatuck,  a  few  miles 
above  Cotton  Hollow,  and  turned  out  the 
''Clover  Leaf"  axes,  which  became  famous  east 
and  west.  In  1816  the  captain  removed  to 
Ohio,  and,  as  stated,  died  at  Norton,  now  in 
Summit  county.  It  is  said  the  parting,  of  the 
two  brothers  was  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  on  the 
Goshen  road  above  the  axe  factory,  the  one 
to  plunge  into  the  wilds  of  the  west  and  the 
other  to  remain  under  the  old  roof-tree.  Cap- 
tain Elisha  Hinsdale  was  a  remarkable  man 
and  one  of  distinguished  physique.  He  was 
six  feet  tall,  weighed  about  two  hundred 
pounds,  and,  although  of  fine  development, 
had  a  skin  as  fair  as  a  child's  almost  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  He  twice  represented  Tor- 
rington  in  the  legislature ;  was  a  captain  in 
Connecticut  and  served  as  a    justice  of    the 


peace  in  Ohio  as  long  as  his  health  would  per- 
mit. Orderly,  honest,  sociable  and  liberal,  he 
was  a  man  who  was  universally  respected  as 
well  as  liked. 

Albert  Hinsdale  was  the  seventh  of  Captain 
Hinsdale's  eight  children,  and  was  torn  on  the 
18th  of  July,  1809,  and  as  the  family  started 
from  his  native  town  of  Torrington  for  "New 
Connecticut"  on  October  4,  1816,  he  was  in 
his  eighth  year.  His  remembrance  of  the  ox- 
team  journey  to  the  Western  Reserve  was 
therefore  vivid.  When  the  outfit  was  ferried 
over  the  North  river  at  Albany  the  boy  viewed 
with  bulging  eyes  the  departure  of  one  of  the 
first  American  steamers  to  ply  on  the  Hudson 
between  the  state  capital  and  New  York  City. 
The  route  was  by  way  of  Cayuga  lake  and 
Buffalo,  that  village  having  not  then  fully  re- 
covered from  the  British  raid.  After  having 
been  eight  weeks  upon  the  road,  the  family 
arrived  at  Braceville,  Trumbull  county,  on  the 
2d  of  December.  There  they  met  several  Con- 
necticut friends  and  Albert  was  placed  in  a 
school  taught  by  Joe  D.  Humphrey,  from 
Goshen.  In  June,  1817,  the  family  moved  to 
the  Norton  farm,  which  had  been  purchased 
of  Reuben  Rockell,  of  Winchester,  Connecti- 
cut, five  acres  of  which  had  been  cleared  and 
planted  to  corn,  potatoes  and  oats.  A  resi- 
dence had  also  been  constructed,  said  to  be  the 
best  in  town,  as  the  logs  were  butted  off  and 
were  hewn  on  the  inside.  The  family 
soon  bought  a  good  cow,  the  neighbors 
were  kind  and  it  was  not  long  before  a  com- 
fortable pioneer  household  was  in  full  swing. 
Albert  was  eighteen  when  his  father  died  and 
within  a  few  years  the  family  was  broken  up. 
The  little  farm  of  sixty-seven  acres  was  di- 
vided, the  widow  and  Albert  having  twenty-six 
between  them  and  living  together.  He  himself 
married  in  January,  1834,  his  wife  being  Miss 
Clarinda  E.  Eyles,  daughter  of  William  and 
Polly  Eyles,  who  came  from  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut, to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1814.  She 
was  born  July  12,  1815,  on  her  father's  farm, 
which  afterward  became  a  part  of  the  site  of 
the  city  of  Akron.  The  Eyles  homestead  was 
located  on  the  hill  west  of  the  "Basin,"  above 
the  old  Summit  House.  When  not  quite  five 
years  of  age  she  came  to  Wadsworth  with  the 
family,  and  on  January  7,  1834.  married  Albert 
Hinsdale,  to  whom  she  bore  five  children,  as 
has  already  been  noted. 

The  parents  were  both  of  strong  and  re- 
ligious characters  and  the  father,  especially, 
was  a  person  of  close  observation,  quaint  ex- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN*  RESERVE 


851 


pression  and  more  than  ordinary  originality. 
They  were  very  earnest  in  their  efforts  to  se- 
cure for  their  children  a  good  education,  and 
after  giving  them  the  advantages  of  the  dis- 
trict schools  placed  them  in  the  Eclectic  In- 
stitute, now  the  Hiram  College.  They  were 
thus  well  grounded  in  scholarship  when  they 
were  called  to  the  practical  activities  of  life. 

Roldon  O.  Hinsdale  added  to  the  best  of 
the  old  traditions  all  the  enterprise  and  breadth 
of  the  new,  and  was  both  a  successful  farmer 
on  a  large  scale  and  an  able  public  character. 
Being  a  teacher  in  his  early  manhood  he  held 
advanced  educational  views,  and  endeavored 
to  carry  them  into  practice  both  in  the  school 
room  and  in  the  official  service  of  the  town- 
ship. From  1894  to  1898  he  occupied  a 
broader  field  in  the  public  eye,  serving  then  as 
a  member  of  the  Ohio  house  of  representa- 
tives. During  that  period  he  was  not  only  an 
active  member  of  the  committee  on  food  and 
dairy  products  but  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  agriculture.  In  the  latter  position  his  ob- 
vious ability  as  a  scientific  agriculturist  at- 
tracted such  general  attention  that  in  1903  he 
was  appointed  to  the  state  board  of  agricul- 
ture. In  that  capacity  he  gave  his  special  at- 
tention to  the  improvement  of  agricultural  ma- 
chinery, for  which  he  had  a  positive  genius ; 
but  whatever  his  service  on  the  state  board 
he  refused  to  accept  any  position  which  would 
take  him  permanently  from  Wadsworth  and 
Medina  county.  At  home  he  was  the  central 
figure  in  the  development  of  grange  interests, 
rural  free  delivery,  the  telephone  system  and 
all  other  projects  which  promised  to  lighten, 
broaden  and  strengthen  the  toilsome  lives  of 
his  fellow  agriculturists.  This  phase  of  his 
career  cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  The 
deceased  was  a  member  of  the  Disciples' 
church,  to  which  his  parents  attached  them- 
selves early  in  its  history,  and  fully  sustained 
his  profession  of  faith  as  a  follower  of  Christ, 
his  lowly  but  brave  and  spiritual  model. 

Harvey  Sanford  Spencer.  —  Prominent 
among  the  daring,  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing young  men  who  came  to  Ashtabula  county 
ere  the  wild  beasts  had  fled  before  the  ad- 
vancing steps  of  civilization,  and  assisted  in 
the  development  of  this  fertile  agricultural 
region,  was  Harvey  Sanford  Spencer,  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  a  man  of  sterling  worth 
and  integrity.  A  son  of  Caleb  Spencer,  he 
was  born,  April  5.  1797.  in  Fishkill,  Dutchess 
countv,  New  York. 


Caleb  Spencer,  the  descendant  of  a  New 
England  family  of  importance,  was  born,  in 
1750,  in  Rhode  Island,  and  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  About  1800  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Greene  countv, 
New  York,  going  there  from  Dutchess  county, 
and  was  there  a  resident  until  his  death,  De- 
cember 6,  1806.  He  married,  in  1778,  Jerusha 
Covell,  a  native  of  Chatham,  Massachusetts. 
She  survived  him,  and  in  1809  came  with  five 
of  her  children  to  Ohio,  settling  near  Jeffer- 
son, in  the  midst  of  a  vast  wilderness.  She 
spent  her  last  days  at  the  home  of  a  daughter 
in  Ashtabula,  dying  August  14,  1836,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  She  was  a  woman  of  much 
ability  and  force  of  character,  possessing  keen 
wit,  and  was  a  most  entertaining  and  interest- 
ing talker.  To  her  and  her  husband  ten  chil- 
dren were  born,  namely :  Robert  C. ;  Dennis  ; 
Barzilla  Nicholson ;  jerusha :  Alden  Gage ; 
Edward  Pierce  ;  Phoebe  :  Daniel  Maybey  ;  Har- 
vey Sanford,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  and 
Piatt  Rogers,  distinguished  as  the  founder  of 
the  Spencerian  system  of  penmanship. 

Coming  as  a  boy  with  his  widowed  mother 
to  Ohio,  Harvey  Sanford  Spencer,  still  a 
young,  unmarried  man,  was  living  in  181 3 
on  South  Ridge,  Geneva.  On  that  eventful 
day  in  September  when  Commodore  Perry 
met  and  conquered  the  enemy,  he  and  a  com- 
panion, Horace  Austin,  were  sowing  wheat  on 
an  open  field  bordering  on  Lake  Erie,  where 
now  are  growing  trees  two  feet  in  diameter. 
Although  he  did  not  witness  the  battle,  he 
saw  the  clouds  of  smoke  rolling  skyward, 
and  heard  the  noise  of  the  guns,  sounding  like 
heavy  peals  of  thunder  in  the  distance.  In 
1826  Harvey  S.  Spencer  located  on  the  lake, 
four  miles  north  of  the  present  site  of  Geneva, 
and  with  an  energetic  spirit  and  a  pioneer's 
axe,  began  the  clearing  and  improving  of  a 
homestead.  His  first  dwelling  was  a  primi- 
tive log  cabin,  built  of  round  logs,  with  neither 
floor  nor  door,  a  log  being  rolled  up  at  the 
opening  at  night  to  keep  out  the  wild 
beasts.  Here  he  lived  and  labored  until  a 
few  years  before  his  death,  when  he  moved. 
He  married,  in  1818,  Louisa  Snedicar,  of 
Geneva.  She  proved  a  true  companion  and 
helpmeet,  performing  her  full  share  of  pio- 
neer labor,  being  especially  accomplished  in 
domestic  arts.  She  died  in  the  village  of 
Geneva,  August  9,  1867.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  her  and  her  husband,  namely :  Betsey 
Elizabeth,    Edward    Pierce.    Arthur    Warren, 
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Warren  Piatt,  Cullen  .Mark,  Persis  Jerusha, 
Marcia  Naomi,  and  Arthur  Wayne. 

Cullen  Mark  Spencer,  the  fifth  child  in  suc- 
cession of  birth  of  his  parents,  assisted  his 
father  as  soon  as  old  enough  in  the  care  of 
the  farm,  and  in  course  of  time  succeeded  to 
its  ownership.  Here  he  lived  and  died.  He 
married,  about  1849,  Alary  Wilder.  These 
children  blessed  their  union,  namely  :  Warren 
E.,  who  owns  and  occupies  that  portion  of 
the  original  homestead  on  which  his  grand- 
father erected  his  primitive  log  cabin ;  Lewis 
C. ;  and  Susan  P.,  wife  of  R.  M.  Hoskins, 
residing  also  on  a  portion  of  the  parental  farm. 

Lewis  C.  Spencer,  born  February  4  1850, 
lias  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  sum- 
mer resort  and  picnic  grounds  which  his 
father,  Cullen  M.  Spencer,  and  Edwin  Pratt 
established  at  Sturgeon  Point  in  1869,  having 
conceived  the  idea  the  summer  before,  while 
out  on  the  lake  in  a  boat  called  the  "Crab." 
They  erected  an  ice  house,  and  conducted  the 
grounds  successfully  for  fifteen  years,  Lewis 
C.  Spencer  and  his  brother  Warren  assisting 
their  father.  After  the  father's  death,  Lewis 
C.  secured  possession  of  the  grounds,  which 
they  later  sold,  and  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
It  is  well  equipped  for  pleasure  parties.  He 
"has  a  dance  hall  accommodating  two  hundred 
couples,  a  large  bowling  alley,  with  good 
boarding-houses,  a  hotel,  and  cottages,  there 
being  ample  accommodations  for  many  people. 
The  bathing  and  boating  facilities  are  unsur- 
passed, and  as  a  summer  resort  it  is  exceed- 
ingly popular.  On  October  14,  1886,  Lewis 
C.  Spencer  married  Theda  E.  Spring,  a  daugh- 
ter of  W.  R.  Spring,  and  they  have  three 
children,  namely :  Robert  C,  Mildred  Alice, 
and  Cullen  Lewis. 

Augustus  B.  Church,  D.  D..  LL.  D.— A 

distinguished  figure  in  the  educational  circles 
of  the  Western  Reserve  is  Dr.  Church,  the 
honored  president  of  fine  old  Buchtel  Col- 
lege, in  the  city  of  Akron,  Summit  county, 
and  he  is  also  one  of  the  representative  mem- 
bers of  the  clergy  of  the  Universalist  church, 
to  whose  ministry  he  devoted  himself  with 
zeal  and  consecration  until  assuming  his  pres- 
ent office  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  leading  edu- 
cational institutions  maintained  under  the  aus- 
pices of  this  denomination. 

Dr.  Church  finds  a  due  measure  of  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  reverting  to  the  old  Empire 
state  of  the  Union  as  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
There  the  family  home  was  established  in  the 


pioneer  days  and  the  name  is  one  which  has 
been  identified  with  the  animals  of  Amer- 
ican history  since  the  colonial  epoch.  The  doc- 
tor was  born  in  the  town  of  North  Norwich, 
Chenango  county,  New  York,  on  the  nth  of 
January,  1858,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the 
four  sons  of  William  A.  and  Catherine  (Conk- 
lin)  Church,  both  likewise  natives  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  the  latter  a  distant  rela- 
tive of  Hon.  Roscoe  Conkling.  who  served 
with  distinction  as  a  member  of  Congress  from 
New  York,  and  also  in  the  United  States  sen- 
ate. The  parents  of  Dr.  Church  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  New  York,  where  his  father 
was  a  prosperous  farmer,  in  connection  with 
which  basic  avocation  he  found  much  pleas- 
ure in  his  devotion  to  the  profession  of  music, 
in  which  he  had  distinctive  talent. 

Augustus  B.  Church  passed  his  boyhood 
days  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  he  gained  his  initial  experi- 
ence as  one  of  the  world's  workers,  and  under 
the  sturdy  discipline  involved  he  waxed  strong 
in  mind  and  body.  His  rudimentary  educa- 
tion was  secured  in  the  district  school  near 
his  home,  and  here  his  attendance  was  largely- 
confined  to  the  winter  months,  as  his  services 
were  in  requisition  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  home  farm  during  the  summer  seasons. 
After  completing  the  limited  curriculum  of 
the  district  school,  he  continued  his  studies  in 
the  high  school  at  Sherburne,  New  York,  and 
later  was  a  student  in  Clinton  Liberal  Insti- 
tute, at  Fort  Plain,  that  state,  located  in  the 
beautiful  and  historic  Mohawk  valley.  From 
this  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1882,  and  the  same  year  was 
matriculated  in  St.  Lawrence  University,  at 
Canton,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1886,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  In  1892  his  alma  mater  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  and  in 
1894  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  Tufts  College,  Massachu- 
setts. In  1888  Dr.  Church  was  graduated  from 
the  theological  seminary  at  Canton,  New  York, 
and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Uni- 
versalist church.  His  first  pastoral  charge 
was  at  South  Berwick.  Maine,  and  while  a 
resident  of  that  place  he  was  also  incumbent 
of  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  the  town.  In  1890  he  assumed  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  Universalist  church  at  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  for 
some  time,  and  where  he  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education.     In   1807  he  accepted 
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the  pastorate  of  the  First  Universalist  church 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  an  incumbency  which  he  re- 
tained for  a  period  of  four  years,  a  part  of 
which  time  he  taught  mental  and  moral  phi- 
losophy in  Buchtel  College.  In  1901  he  was 
made  acting  president  of  this  institution,  and 
in  1902  was  chosen  its  president.  His  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  the  college  has  been 
most  admirable,  and  through  his  efforts  its 
interests  and  general  prestige  have  been  nota- 
bly advanced.  He  is  a  man  of  profound  eru- 
dition, but  has  naught  of  intellectual  intoler- 
ance or  arrogance.  His  enthusiasm  in  his 
work  is  of  the  most  insistent  type  and  is 
potent  in  creating  the  same  spirit  in  his  coadju- 
tors, and  also  the  students  of  the  college.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Educational  Asso- 
ciation, the  National  Religious  Educational 
Association,  and  the  Ohio  State  Association  of 
College  Presidents  and  Deans.  In  politics  he 
gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day,  as  a  man  of  broad  and 
practical  views  and  wide  mental  ken. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1899,  Dr.  Church 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anne  Atwood, 
daughter  of  Rev.  I.  M.  Atwood,  D.  D.,  presi- 
dent of  the  St.  Lawrence  Theological  Semi- 
nary, at  Canton,  New  York.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Church  have  four  children :  Evelvn,  John  A., 
Harold  A.  and  Dorothy  T. 

Calvin  J.  Richardson,  of  Willoughby 
township,  was  born  October  12,  1840,  in  May- 
field,  and  is  a  son  of  Truman  Richardson,  and 
grandson  of  Captain  Joseph  Richardson.  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Richardson  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  when  a  young  man,  and  about  1820 
came  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  about 
twenty  years  later  was  found  dead,  having 
been  killed  accidentally.  As  a  young  man, 
when  he  was  working  on  a  church  in  Utica, 
New  York,  a  man  came  along  selling  car- 
penters' squares,  then  unknown ;  after  look- 
ing at  them,  Captain  Richardson  went  to  work 
by  himself  and  made  a  square  by  candlelight 
for  his  own  use.  This  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
his  grandson.  Captain  Richardson  first  came 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  later  settled  in  Wil- 
loughby, near  the  lake  shore,  where  he  put 
up  a  saw  mill  and  a  turning  lathe,  making  a 
dam  in  a  small  stream.  He  built  the  house 
now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  M.  O.  Rich- 
ardson, about  1833-34,  and  they  have  a  chair 
made  by  him  over  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Captain  Richardson  had  children  as  follows : 


Truman,  who  remained  on  his  father's  farm ; 
Samuel,  who  was  a  real  estate  agent,  died  at 
Cleveland,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years :  Salem 
left  the  state  when  a  young  man ;  Lithanel 
married  Nathaniel  Stockwell,  and  is  now  dead  ; 
and  Phebe  married  James  Cunningham. 

Truman  Richardson  lived  at  home  with  his 
parents,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  mar- 
ried Maria  Gray,  sister  of  Martin  E.  and 
daughter  of  Andrew  Gray.  Air.  Richardson's 
farm  consisted  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  he 
added  thirty-five  acres.  He  conducted  the 
mill  as  long  as  it  was  open.  He  was  a  great 
man  to  break  horses,  and  was  a  good  horse- 
man, having  some  high-spirited  teams.  He 
died  when  past  eighty,  and  his  wife  died 
about  1877.  They  had  four  children,  namely: 
Calvin  J.,  Morillos,  on  the  old  homestead; 
Ella  married  William  Graves,  and  lives  at 
Painesville :  and  Nettie,  widow  of  Mr.  Willey, 
of  Chicago. 

Calvin  J.  Richardson  was  about  four  years 
of  age  when  his  father  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  and  lived  at  home  until  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age;  he  received  a  high- 
school  education  and  attended  college  until  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  in  the  ranks.  He 
was  detailed  for  various  work,  having  charge 
of  forty  horses  sometimes,  and  at  times  serv- 
ing as  mounted  orderly.  He  was  one  of  those 
to  stand  guard  over  the  remains  of  Lincoln 
at  the  state  house  in  Columbus.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  was  detailed 
as  clerk  in  the  disbursing  office,  being  chosen 
to  make  out  discharges,  on  account  of  his  fine 
handwriting. 

Mr.  Richardson  is  a  man  of  sterling  quali- 
ties, and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  He  is  a  useful  and 
patriotic  citizen,  and  interested  in  public  af- 
fairs. He  is  a  member  of  James  A.  Garfield 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Mentor, 
is  a  Granger,  and  served  sixteen  years  as 
deputy  master.  He  was  married,  September 
6,  1865,  to  Flora,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Phebe 
(Brown)  Green.  Phebe  Brown's  father  was 
a  cousin  of  John  Brown,  living  at-Conneaut, 
a  carpenter  by  trade.  Silas  Green's  father, 
Joab  Green,  was  born  November  14,  1792, 
was  married  to  Rebecca  Johnson,  and  built 
the  first  frame  building  in  Conneaut ;  they 
had  eleven  children,  namely :  Elvira,  Almeda, 
Harlow,  Sophronia,  William,  Silas,  Lovinia. 
Edwin.  Alonzo,  Joab  and  Jared.  Silas  Green 
died  in  lanuarv,  1908,  and  was  buried  in  Con- 
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neaut,  within  one  hundred  yards  of  where 
he  was  born,  beside  his  wife,  Phebe  Brown 
Green.  Silas  Green's  father  worked  with  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Richardson  when  they  were 
young,  Flora  Green's  mother  once  visiting 
C.  J.  Richardson's  mother.  C.  J.  Richardson 
lives  on  the  farm  that  formerly  belonged  to 
his  grandfather,  Andrew  Gray;  his  mother 
inherited  a  small  part  of  it,  and  he  inherited 
a  part,  purchasing  the  remainder,  and  paying 
for  it  with  potatoes.  He  has  a  truck  garden, 
selling  the  product  to  private  customers;  he 
has  fifty  acres,  bordering  Mentor  township. 
The  house  was  built  in  1833-34,  at  Richmond, 
later  taken  apart  and  shipped  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Chagrin  river  and  set  up  in  Mentor  town- 
ship ;  about  sixty  years  ago  it  was  removed  to 
its  present  location,  and  still  serves  as  a  resi- 
dence. Mr.  Richardson  has  a  great  deal  of 
fruit,  that  being  the  leading  product  of  the 
farm,  which  is  but  a  half  mile  from  Lake  Erie. 
He  belongs  to  the  Agricultural  Society  and 
also  to  Lake  County  Horticultural  Society. 
For  sixteen  years  he  has  been  reporting 
weather  conditions  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, and  for  fifty  years  has  kept  a  diary. 
Mr.  Richardson  had  three  children,  two  of 
whom  survive,  namely:  S.  Clyde,  a  rural 
route  mail  carrier,  and  Irma,  a  graduate  in  the 
class  of  1909  from  the  Women's  College  of 
Western  Reserve  University.  His  son  Ray- 
was  attending  business  college,  and  lacked  but 
a  few  months  of  graduation,  when  he  ■  died 
suddenly,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Richardson  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  for  about  fifty  years.  His  wife  is  also 
a  member  of  the  same  church,  having  been  a 
member  for  about  forty  years. 

Henry  Means. — Equipped  for  his  legal  du- 
ties as  well  by  natural  gifts  and  temperament 
as  by  learning  and  habits  of  industry,  Henry 
Means  has  acquired  distinction  in  his  profes- 
sional career,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
foremost  attorneys  of  Geneva.  He  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  ever  alive  to 
the  needs  of  the  hour,  and  has  served  effi- 
ciently and  well  in  different  capacities,  his  ex- 
cellent judgment  and  sound  common  sense  win- 
ning him  a  place  of  importance  in  the  com- 
munity. A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
born,  in  1849,  in  Mercer  county,  where  he 
spent  his  boyhood  days.  Coming  with  his 
parents  to  Ohio,  he  was  graduated  in  1874 
from  the  Grand  River  Institute,  where  he  laid 


a  substantial  foundation  for  his  future  educa- 
tion. 

Turning  his  attention  then  to  the  study  of 
law.  Mr.  Means  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1878.  and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Geneva. 
A  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  he  has  always  worked  for 
the  promotion  of  those  measures  that  will 
prove  of  lasting  good  to  town  and  county.  As 
mayor  of  Geneva  for  two  terms,  Mr.  Means 
was  instrumental  in  advancing  the  interests  of 
the  city,  and  during  the  many  years  that  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  village  board  of  edu- 
cation he  has  done  much  towards  improving 
and  elevating  the  status  of  the  schools. 

Mr.  Means  married,  July  2,  1874,  Hattie 
M.  Bond,  of  Rock  Creek,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely  :  William  H., 
born  in  1875;  Laura,  born  in  1880;  Ralph  P., 
horn  in  1889;  and  Robert  L.,  born  in  1892. 
Mrs.  Hattie  M.  (Bond)  Means  died  in  Janu- 
ary 1903,  and  Mr.  Means  subsequently  mar- 
ried, for  his  second  wife,  Hattie  A.  Clark. 
Fraternally.  Mr.  Means  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Arthur  L.  Garford. — In  the  career  of 
Arthur  L.  Garford,  president  of  the  Garford 
Company,  of  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  is  shown 
that  definite  persistence  and  ambition  that  are 
the  mind's  inspiration  in  the  surmounting  of 
obstacles. — the  vitalizing  ideal  that  transforms 
dreams  into  deeds.  In  connection  with  indus- 
trial and  commercial  affairs  he  has  made  a 
record  of  admirable  achievement,  and  he  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  business 
men  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  is  also 
known  as  a  citizen  of  unequivocal  loyalty  and 
integrity  and  as  one  whose  public  spirit  has  led 
him  aside  from  the  line  of  direct  personal  ad- 
vancement to  do  well  his  part  in  the  promotion 
of  the  general  welfare.  He  is  a  dominating  fac- 
tor in  connection  with  political  affairs  in  his 
native  state,  and  his  prominence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Republican  party  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  his  name  has  been  brought  conspicu- 
ously forward  in  connection  with  the  party 
nomination  for  governor  of  Ohio.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  generations  of  any  country 
with  a  history  is  commonly  not  one  of  prin- 
ciple but  of  emphasis.  The  great  American 
republic  owes  its  magnificent  upbuilding  to  the 
fact  that  it  has  developed  men  of  distinctive 
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initiative  power.  There  has  been  room  for 
such  men  in  every  progressive  business,  how- 
ever crowded  it  might  be.  The  strength  of  the 
man  with  initiative  is  one  both  of  ideas  and  of 
ability  to  shape  those  ideas  into  definite  accom-( 
plishment.  He  knows  how  to  make  begin- 
nings and  how  to  expand  his  practical  ideas 
according  to  demands  or  utilitarian  possibili- 
ties. Such  a  man  in  the  industrial  life  of  the 
Western  Reserve  is  Mr.  Garford,  whose  name 
represents  a  power  in  the  industrial  and  finan- 
cial circles  of  this  favored  section  of  the  Union 
and  whose  advancement  has  come  through  his 
own  abilities  and  his  own  mastering  of  ex- 
pedients. As  a  representative  business  man 
and  honored  and  influential  citizen  he  is  well 
entitled  to  consideration  in  this  historical  pub- 
lication, which  has  to  do  with  the  section  in 
which  his  entire  life  thus  far  has  been  passed. 

Arthur  Lovett  Garford  was  born  on  a  farm 
that  is  now  within  the  city  limits  of  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  August  4,  1858,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Hannah  (Lovett)  Gar- 
ford, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North- 
amptonshire. England,  and  the  latter  in  Leices- 
tershire, of  the  same  "right  little,  tight  little 
isle."  His  paternal  grandfather,  William  Gar- 
ford, was  for  many  years  custodian  and  man- 
ager of  a  large  English  estate  upon  which  his 
ancestors  had  lived  for  generations.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Edward  Lovett,  was  an 
extensive  silk  and  lace  manufacturer,  and  one 
of  his  sons  was  manager  of  a  large  manu- 
factory in  England  while  another  son  served 
for  many  years  in  the  English  navy.  Thus  the 
subject  of  this  review  may  revert  with  satisfac- 
tion to  a  sterling  ancestry  and  feel  apprecia- 
tion of  those  who  have  wrought  well  in  the 
past,  leaving  a  heritage  of  worthy  lives  and 
worthy  deeds. 

George  Garford,  father  of  Arthur  L..  was 
born  in  the  year  1829  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  land,  where,  in  1851,  was 
solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah 
Lovett.  In  the  following  year  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the 
port  of  New  York  City  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Elyria,  Lorain  county, 
which  was  then  a  small  village.  In  1853  his 
young  wife  and  their  first  child,  a  son,  joined 
him  in  the  new  home,  and  they  still  reside  in 
Lorain  county,  being  now  numbered  among  the 
venerable  and  honored  pioneer  citizens  of 
Elyria. 

Upon  coming,  to  Elyria  George  Garford  en- 
gaged  in   landscape   gardening,    in   which   he 


had  received  excellent  training  in  his  native 
land,  and  later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
breeding  and  raising  of 'live  stock,  in  which  lat- 
ter field  of  industry  he  gained  a  national  repu- 
tation. He  was  for  many  years  a  successful 
exhibitor  of  sheep  and  cattle  at  state  and 
county  fairs,  and  as  a  stock-grower  he  attained 
to  a  high  degree  of  financial  success  and 
prestige.  From  1863  until  1882  he  occupied 
the  Elywood  stock  farm,  in  Lorain  county, 
and,  as  already  intimated,  he  and  his  wife  now 
maintain  their  home  in  Elyria.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  church  and  in  politics  he 
has  ever  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause 
of  the  Republican  party. 

Arthur  L.  Garford  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  excel- 
lent public  schools  of  Elyria,  from  whose  high 
school  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1875.  In  1877,  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  he  became  cashier  in  the  extensive  china 
importing,  house  of  Rice  &  Burnett,  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  and  a  year  later  he  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  head  bookkeeper,  which  office 
he  resigned  in  1880,  as  the  confinement  and 
onerous  duties  had  caused  his  health  to  become 
much  impaired.  He  returned  to  his  home 
in  Lorain  county  and  after  a  short  period  of 
physical  recuperation  became  bookkeeper  in 
the  Savings  Deposit  Bank  of  Elyria,  a  newly 
organized  institution.  In  1882  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  teller,  and  in  1884  was 
made  assistant  cashier,  which  incumbency  he 
retained  until  1891,  when  he  assumed  the  re- 
sponsible office  of  cashier.  Concerning  the  in- 
fluences which  led  him  to  make  a  radical 
change  in  his  vocation  the  following  record 
is  given  in  a  sketch  of  his  career  written  bv 
John  T.  Bourke  and  published  in  the  Cleveland 
Leader  and  in  this  connection  it  should  be 
noted  that  he  resigned  his  position  of  cashier 
in  1892,  after  having  organized  the  Garford 
Manufacturing  Company  in  the  preceding  year. 
To  make  the  quoted  statements  more  in  har- 
mony with  the  sketch  at  hand  slight  paraphrase 
and  elimination  are  used : 

"The  sedentary  life  told  on  him,  however, 
and  to  get  fresh  air  and  exercise  he  took  to  the 
bicycle.  High  wheels  were  then  the  rage,  and 
Mr.  Garford  had  several  falls,  some  of  them 
rather  serious.  He  wondered  if  something 
could  not  be  done  to  prevent  frequent  falling 
from  the  bicycle.  He  studied  the  matter,  and 
the  invention  of  the  famous  Garford  bicycle 
saddle  was  the  result.  He  patented  the  inven- 
tion and  offered  to  sell  the  patent  to  a  Chicago 
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manufacturer  for  $100.  The  tender  was  re- 
fused and  Mr.  Garford  made  a  contract  with 
an  Elyria  factory  for  a  large  number  of  sad- 
dles. Before  these  could  be  marketed  the  low 
or  safety  wheels  supplanted  the  high  wheels 
in  public  favor.  He  had  several  thousand  sad- 
dles on  his  hands  and  failure  seemed  to  be  star- 
ing him  in  the  face.  He  didn't  lose  courage, 
but  devised  a  plan  by  which  his  saddle  could 
be  remodeled  for  the  low  wheel.  For  three 
years  the  sales  continued  to  increase,  and  then 
occurred  the  burning  of  the  factory  in  which 
the  saddles  were  made,  destroying  the  entire 
stock.  The  success  of  his  invention  had  been 
assured,  however,  and  in  1893  Mr.  Garford 
built  a  mill  of  his  own  for  the  manufacture  of 
saddles.  The  Garford  saddle  became  the  most 
popular  in  the  country,  and  the  inventor's  con- 
cern, as  it  developed,  picked  up  rival  com- 
panies until  it  controlled  the  bicycle-saddle  in- 
dustry of  the  United  States.  A  million  saddles 
a  vear  were  made.  The  companies  were  con- 
solidated, and  Mr.  Garford  formed  the  Amer- 
ican Saddle  Company,  a  great  success.  The 
saddle  company  was  in  turn  absorbed  by  the 
American  Bicycle  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Gar- 
ford became  treasurer.  He  subsequently  with- 
drew from  the  concern  and  organized  the  Auto- 
mobile &  Cycle  Parts  Company,  whose  title 
was  later  changed  to  the  Federal  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  which  had  nine  mills,  located  in 
Cleveland,  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Indianapolis 
and  other  cities.  The  controlling  interest  was 
owned  by  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Company, 
successor  to  the  American  Bicycle  Company. 
Mr.  Garford  resigned  as  president  of  the  Fed- 
eral Manufacturing  Company  and  purchased 
its  automobile-parts  plants  in  Cleveland  and 
Elvria.  forming  the  Garford  Company,  in  1905. 
The  Federal  Company  was  organized  in  1901 
and  was  capitalized  for  $5,000,000.  In  1907 
Mr.  Garford  built  the  large  automobile  factory 
in  Elyria,  and  the  same  is  operated  under  the 
title  of  the  Garford  Company.  The  great 
Studebaker  Company,  manufacturers  of  ve- 
hicles, became  interested,  but  Air.  Garford  has 
control  of  the  concern  of  which  he  is  the  execu- 
tive head,  and  the  plant  constitutes  one  of  the 
largest  automobile  factories  in  the  land.  It 
contains  120,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  and 
is  of  concrete  and  steel  construction,  absolutely 
fireproof.  In  1902  Mr.  Garford  went  to 
France  and  reorganized  with  a  commission  for 
the  owners,  the  Cleveland  Machine  Screw 
Companv,  under  the  name  of  the  Cleveland 
Automatic  Machine  Company.     This  corpora- 


tion has  an  extensive  plant  in  Cleveland  and 
controls  a  large  business  throughout  the  United 
States  and  the  European  continent  and  Eng- 
land." 

The  productive  energy  of  Mr.  Garford  seems 
to  have  "grown  by  what  it  fed  on,"  and  there 
has  been  no  apparent  limit  to  his  powers  as  an 
organizer  and  a  veritable  "captain  of  industry." 
In  1903  he  organized  the  Columbia  Steel 
Works,  of  Elyria,  where  he  built  its  fine  plant, 
and  here  he  also  built  the  plant  of  the  Worth- 
ington  Company.  He  is  a  large  stockholder  in 
each  of  these  corporations  and  also  in  the 
Perry-Fay  Company,  of  Elyria,  of  which  he 
was  an  organizer.  He  is  also  president  of 
the  previously  mentioned  Cleveland  Automatic 
Machine  Company,  which  is  incorporated  with 
a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  and  owns  the  controll- 
ing interest  and  stock.  In  1898  he  purchased 
a  majority  interest  in  the  Republican  Printing 
Company,  of  Elyria.  of  which  he  is  president. 
This  company  publishes  the  Evening  Telegram. 
one  of  the  leading  Republican  dailies  of  the 
\\  estern  Reserve.  In  1895  he  effected  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Fay  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  became  president,  as  did  he 
also  of  its  successor  the  Worthington  Manu- 
facturing Company.  In  1905  he  was  the  prime 
factor  in  the  organization  of  the  Perry-Fay 
Manufacturing  Company,  previously  men- 
tioned, and  of  the  directorate  of  the  same  he  is 
a  member  at  the  present  time.  In  1907  he  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  American  Lace 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Elyria,  and  he 
has  since  been  its  president.  Of  these  various 
Elyria  industrial  corporations  with  which  he 
has  identified  himself  all  have  been  distinctively 
successful  and  they  operate  under  effective 
capitalistic  and  executive  control. 

As  a  business  man  of  varied  and  important 
interests,  Mr.  Garford  has  practically  had  no 
trouble  in  connection  with  the  labor  problem. 
He  is  liberal  in  his  policy  of  administration  and 
accords  to  employes  not  only  their  just  deserts 
but  shows  a  lively  appreciation  and  sympathy, 
so  that  he  retains  their  confidence  and  good 
will.  He  has  voluntarily  made  sacrifices  in  or- 
der to  keep  his  men  employed  in  times  past, 
and  the  spirit  of  candor,  honesty  and  fairness 
which  has  characterized  his  every  thought  and 
action  as  a  citizen  and  business  man  has  not 
failed  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  those  who 
owe  to  his  energy  and  ability  their  employ- 
ment in  various  capacities.  From  the  sketch  to 
which  recourse  has  been  made  for  a  previous 
quotation,    is    taken    the     following     estimate: 
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"Mr.  Garford  is  of  the  best  type  of  the  success- 
ful business  man.  He  finds  time  not  only  to 
build  up  his  material  fortunes  but  also  to  build 
up  his  city  and  to  do  his  duty  as  a  citizen.  The 
story  of  his  career  is  an  object  lesson  for  am- 
bitious, courageous  young,  men.  It  shows  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  the  man  of  energy  in 
a  comparatively  few  years  by  means  of  push 
and  vigor  and  without  deserting  the  hearth- 
stone about  which  he  played  as  a  boy.  The 
home  in  which  he  was  born  is  within  the  city 
limits  of  Elyria.  In  his  early  youth  his  parents 
removed  to  a  farm,  'now  also  a  part  of  Elyria. 
It  was  on  this  farm  tnat  young  Garford  was 
reared.  The  frame  house  in  which  he  lived 
when  first  married  stands  upon  it  today,  and 
on  the  same  farm  is  the  commodious  and  ar- 
tistic modern  stone  residence  which  is  now  his 
home.  Mr.  Garford  believes  the  secret  of  ac- 
complishment is  the  economy  of  time  and 
energy.  He  always  finds  time  to  do  what  he 
has  in  mind.  He  methodically  divides  his  time, 
and  thus  manages  to  give  necessary  attention 
not  only  to  his  varied  business  enterprises,  but 
also  to  politics,  to  church  and  to  the  various 
interests  of  the  community.  Mr.  Garford  is  a 
long-distance  thinker.  He  has  a  creative  mind. 
When  he  looks  into  a  proposition  he  analyzes 
it  thoroughly  and  draws  a  logical  deduction  of 
what  there  is  in  the  future  for  it.  When  he 
makes  up  his  mind  to  go  ahead  with  a  venture, 
be  it  business  or  political,  he  puts  common 
sense  and  industry  behind  it." 

Mr.  Garford  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which 
he  was  the  first  president  and  of  which  he  is 
now  a  director,  as  well  as  chairman  of  its  trans- 
portation committee.  He  enters  heartily  into 
the  social  life  of  his  home  city,  to  whose  prog- 
ress and  prosperity  he  has  contributed  in  most 
generous  measure  and  in  which  his  popularity 
is  of  the  most  unequivocal  type.  He  is  a  char- 
tor  member  of  the  Elyria  Country  Club  and 
was  its  first  president.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Elyria  public  library 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
First  Congregational  church  of  this  city.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Engineers'  Club.  New 
York  City,  is  a  resident  member  of  the  Union 
Club  of  Cleveland,  and  is  identified  with 
various  other  social  and  semi-business  organi- 
zations. He  called  together  the  first  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Elyria  to  promote  the  secur- 
ing of  a  water  supply  from  Lake  Erie,  and  he 
was  a  leader  in  the  contest,  prolonged  during 
a  period  of  seven  years,  which  culminated  in 


providing  Elyria  with  a  water  system  unex- 
celled in  the  entire  Union,  as  the  supply  is  se- 
cured directly  from  properly  arranged  intakes 
that  bring  to  the  city  the  pure  water  from  Lake 
Erie.  His  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  wel- 
fare of  his  home  city  is  of  the  most  insistent 
order,  and  no  man  has  done  more  to  promote 
the  advancement  and  civic  and  material  pros- 
perity of  Elyria  than  has  this  honored  native 
son. 

In  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  while 
never  a  seeker  of  public  office,  Mr.  Garford  has 
been  a  most  zealous  and  effective  worker.  He 
has  been  a  frequent  delegate  to  the  state,  dis- 
trict and  county  conventions  of  his  party  in 
Ohio,  and  in  1896  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Re- 
publican national  convention,  in  St.  Louis, 
where  McKinley  was  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency. In  1908  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  which  placed  President  Taft 
in  nomination.  Concerning  his  association  with 
public  affairs  the  following  estimate  has  recent- 
ly been  given:  "In  taking  an  interest  in  the 
politics  of  city,  county  and  state  he  has  always 
stood  for  what  was  clean  and  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  people.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
Ohioans  to  champion  the  Taft  cause,  and  he 
fought  for  a  new  deal  in  the  Republican  organ- 
ization in  1906."  He  is  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional League  of  Republican  Clubs,  and  in 
March,  1909,  its  president,  Honorable  John 
Hays  Hammond,  appointed  him  to  member- 
ship on  its  advisory  board,  as  representative 
of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

On  December  14,  1881,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Garford  to  Miss  Mary  Louise 
Nelson,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  L.  Nel- 
son, of  Elyria,  and  they  have  two  children, — 
Mary  Katherine,  now  Mrs.  James  B.  Thomas, 
born  July  17,  1883,  and  Louise  Ely,  born  July 
19,  1885. 

Frank  M.  Whitner.  —  A  manufacturing 
enterprise  which  contributes  its  quota  to  the 
industrial  and  commercial  precedence  of  the 
city  of  Akron  is  that  conducted  by  the  Akron 
Varnish  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Whitner  is 
secretary  and  treasurer.  He  is  known  as  one 
of  the  aggressive  and  representative  business 
men  of  this  city,  where  he  has  attained  to  suc- 
cess through  his  own  well  directed  efforts,  and 
where  he  is  held  in  unequivocal  esteem  as  a 
citizen. 

The  Akron  Varnish  Company  was  organ- 
ized on  the  1st  of  February,  1897,  and  was  in- 
corporated with  a  capital  stock  of  two  hundred 
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and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  personnel  of 
the  original  executive  corps  was  as  here  noted  : 
Edward  G.  Kubler,  president ;  John  M.  Beck, 
vice-president  and  general  manager ;  John  H. 
McCrum,  treasurer;  Stephen  H.  Kohler,  sec- 
retary ;  and  Fremont  A.  Fauver,  superintend- 
ent. Under  such  administrative  control  the 
enterprise  was  continued  until  1901,  when  the 
treasurer  of  the  company  took  a  hasty  leave 
of  absence,  and  a  reorganization  of  the  com- 
pany took  place,  with  the  following  named  offi- 
cers: Edward  G.  Kubler,  president;  John  M. 
Beck,  vice-president  and  treasurer ;  Edward 
M.  Beck,  secretary;  and  Frank  M.  Whitner, 
assistant  treasurer.  In  April,  1908,  J.  M.  Beck- 
succeeded  Mr.  Kubler  in  the  presidency,  E.  M. 
Beck  became  vice-president,  and  Frank  M. 
Whitner  became  treasurer  and  in  January, 
1909,  he  became  incumbent  of  the  dual  office 
of  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  plant  of  the 
company  is  thoroughly  modern  in  equipment 
and  facilities,  and  its  products  include  all 
kinds  of  varnishes,  japans  and  driers,  besides 
paints  and  oils  of  the  best  type.  The  concern 
controls  a  large  and  constantly  expanding 
business,  and  represents  one  of  the  valuable 
industrial  enterprises  of  Akron,  whence  its 
goods  are  shipped  into  most  diverse  sections 
of  the  Union. 

Frank  M.  Whitner  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead farm  of  his  father,  in  Copley  township, 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Wilson  and  Lenah  C. 
Whitner.  The  father  was  born  in  Summit 
county,  February  19,  1845,  and  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  Whitner,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  Wilson  Whitner  was  a 
carriage  builder  by  trade,  and  was  identified 
with  this  line  of  enterprise  for  many  years. 
He  was  a  resident  of  Akron  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  was  a  business  man  of  no  little 
prominence  in  his  native  county. 

Frank  M.  Whitner  gained  his  early  educa- 
tional training  in  the  public  schools  of  Sum- 
mit county,  after  which  he  continued  his 
studies  in  a  grammar  school  in  Geauga  county. 
Still  later  he  was  afforded  the  advantages  of 
an  excellent  select  school  at  Chardon,  Geauga 
county.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  became  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  Akron, 
and  later  he  was  here  employed  in  other  cler- 
ical capacities,  in  leading  retail  establishments, 
including  the  dry  goods  store  of  John  Wolf. 
In  1891  he  became  one  of  the  interested  prin- 
cipals in  the  business  conducted  by  the  firm 


of  Kubler  &  Beck,  varnish  manufacturers, 
and  of  this  firm  the  present  Akron  Varnish 
Company  is  the  direct  successor.  Of  his  offi- 
cial connection  with  the  latter  mention  has 
already  been  made,  but  it  may  be  further 
stated  that  his  progressive  ideas  and  effective 
executive  service  have  done  much  to  forward 
the  development  of  the  concern  to  its  present 
status  as  one  of  the  successful  manufactories 
of  the  Western  Reserve. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Whitner  gives  his  support 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  while  he  has 
never  been  a  seeker  of  public  office,  he  is  ever 
ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence  in  the 
furtherance  of  measures  and  enterprises  pro- 
jected for  the  general  good  of  the  community. 
He  is  identified  with  various  fraternal  and 
social  organizations  in  his  home  city,  and  he 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Trinity 
Lutheran  church. 

In  the  year  1891  Mr.  Whitner  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Fraunfelter, 
daughter  of  Professor  Elias  Fraunfelter,  who 
was  for  fourteen  years  the  able  and  popular 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Akron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitner  have  one  daughter. 
Lucile  C,  born  in  Akron,  November  16,  1892. 

Alba  Burnham  Martin. — A  man  of  abil- 
ity, enterprise  and  character,  Alba  Burnham 
Martin,  late  of  Geneva,  was  for  many  years 
actively  identified  with  many  of  the  leading 
interests  of  this  part  of  Ashtabula  county, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  hold- 
ing positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
was  born,  July  12,  1841,  in  Windsor  town- 
ship, this  county,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Geneva,  January  24,  1908,  his  death  being  a 
loss  to  the  community  in  which  he  had  so 
long  resided,  as  well  as  to  his  immediate 
family. 

He  was  of  New  England  ancestry,  his 
father,  Leonard  Martin,  having  been  a  native- 
of  Connecticut.  When  a  boy.  Leonard  Mar- 
tin went  with  his  parents  to  New  York  state, 
and  there  resided  until  after  his  marriage. 
About  1838  he  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio, 
took  up  land  in  Ashtabula  county,  and  from 
the  dense  wilderness  redeemed  a  portion  of 
this  beautiful  country,  improving  the  home- 
stead on  which  he  spent  his  remaining  days, 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He 
married,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Louise  Burn- 
ham, a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  are* 
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now  (.1909)  living,  namely:  O.  J.  Martin,  of 
Rock  Creek,  Ohio ;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Miner,  also  of  Rock  Creek.  One  child, 
Milton,  lived  but  three  years ;  Edgar,  another 
son,  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  Windsor 
township,  died  when  a  little  more  than  sixty 
vears  old;  Sarah,  widow  of  Milton  Loomis, 
of  Rock  Creek,  died  October  22,  1909;  and 
Alba  Burnham  Martin,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  whose  death  occurred  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

Having  scholarly  ambitions  when  young, 
Alba  B.  Martin  was  given  good  educational 
advantages,  attending  both  the  Farmington 
Academy  and  the  Orwell  Academy,  fitting 
himself  for  a  professional  career.  He  subse- 
quently taught  school  winters  for  a  number 
of  years,  in  the  other  seasons  writing  insur- 
ance and  selling  lightning  rods,  traveling  ex- 
tensively in  New  England.  In  1875,  in  order 
that  his  children  might  receive  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  Mr.  Martin  located  in  Ge- 
neva, and  at  once  became  associated  with  the 
Geneva  Tool  Company,  being  made  its  secre- 
tary, and  a  salesman.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  had  charge  of  the  office  of  the  company, 
eighteen  in  all,  at  the  end  of  that  time  retir- 
ing from  active  work.  He  still  retained  his 
stock,  however,  until  the  company  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  trust.  Engaging  then  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business,  Mr.  Martin 
and  his  sons,  with  whom  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship, carried  on  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business,  buying  and  selling  village  and  farm 
property,  many  valuable  estates  passing  from 
one  owner  to  another  through  the  agency  thus 
established.  Mr.  Martin  was  an  active  as- 
sistant in  promoting  the  welfare  of  both  town 
and  county,  and  served  six  years  in  the  city 
council,  and  was  for  five  years  a  member  of 
the  Geneva  school  board,  during  which  time 
the  Normal  School  building  was  erected.  He 
refused,  however,  to  run  for  mayor. 

On  September  27,  1866,  Mr.  Martin  mar- 
ried Azelia  Waters,  who  was  born  in  Harts- 
grove.  Ohio.  Her  father,  Milton  B.  Waters, 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Trumbull 
county,  where  he  subsequently  married  Pluma 
Moore,  who  came  with  her  parents,  Isaac  and 
Alcinda  Moore,  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio. 
Two  sons  and  two  daughters  brightened  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin,  namely:  Ward 
!'...  Frank  \Y.,  May  Louise,  and  Cora  Pluma. 
The  sons  are  among  the  foremost  real  estate 
dealers   of  Geneva,  having  an  extensive  and 


remunerative  business.  All  of  the  children 
were  graduated  from  the  Normal  School,  and 
the  daughters  have,  in  addition,  taken  a  col- 
lege course.  May  Louise  completed  the  library 
course  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  in  Cham- 
paign, Illinois,  and  is  now  an  assistant  in  the 
Cleveland  Public  Library.  Cora  Pluma  had 
a  kindergarten  training  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
and  is  now  teaching  in  a  kindergarten  school 
at  Lakewood,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Martin  was  prominent  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles, belonging  to  lodge  and  chapter,  and  serv- 
ing each  in  an  official  capacity,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29,  K.  T.,  of 
Painesville,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  served  during  the  Civil 
war  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  from  which  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  on  account  of  physical  dis- 
ability, and  was  a  member,  and  past  com- 
mander of  Bowers  Post,  No.  41,  G.  A.  R. 

George  W.  Billow. — One  of  the  represent- 
ative business  men  of  the  younger  generation 
in  the  city  of  Akron  is  he  whose  name  initiates 
this  paragraph.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Billow 
Sons  Company,  funeral  directors,  and  is  a 
son  of  Captain  George  Billow,  the  founder  of 
the  enterprise,  and  one  of  the  honored  citizens 
of  Akron,  where  he  is  now  living  virtually  re- 
tired. Concerning  him  individual  mention  is 
made  on  other  pages  of  this  work,  so  that  in 
the  present  connection  further  review  of  his 
career  and  of  the  family  genealogy  is  not  de- 
manded. In  the  sketch  of  his  life  also  is  given 
an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  representative 
business  now  conducted  by  his  sons  and  one 
with  which  he  was  actively  identified  until 
the  summer  of  1908. 

The  Billow  Sons  Company  was  incorporated 
on  the  10th  of  June,  1908,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  succeeded 
to  the  business  theretofore  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  Billow  &  Sons.  The  stock 
of  the  concern  is  all  retained  in  possession  of 
members  of  the  immediate  family,  and  the 
personnel  of  the  executive  corps  of  the  com- 
pany is  as  here  noted :  Captain  George  Billow, 
president:  Edwin  L.  Billow,  vice-president; 
George  W.  Billow,  secretary ;  and  Charles  F. 
Billow,  treasurer.  The  establishment  of  the 
company  is  thoroughly  metropolitan  in  all  de- 
partments and  is  the  most  extensive  of  the 
kind  in  Akron.  The  finely  equipped  building 
is  three  stories  in  height  and  is  located  on  Ash 
street,  where  are  to  be  found  spacious  recep- 
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tion  parlors  and  general  undertaking  rooms, 
in  which  are  carried  large  and  select  lines  of 
caskets  and  coffins,  both  of  wood  and  metal, 
together  with  all  accessories  demanded.  The 
company  own  and  operate  three  fine  funeral 
cars  and  five  coaches,  and  have  their  own  liv- 
ery department,  so  that  they  are  prepared  to 
assume  full  charge  of  all  details  and  relieve 
the  afflicted  families  of  responsibilities  attend- 
ing necessary  service.  All  of  the  brothers 
have  been  thoroughly  trained  in  the  business 
and  are  practical  funeral  directors  and  licensed 
embalmers. 

George  W.  Billow,  the  eldest  of  the  three 
sons  interested  in  this  enterprise,  was  born  in 
.Akron,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1866.  Here  he 
was  reared  to  maturity  and  here,  after  duly 
availing  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  pub- 
lic schools,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
establishment  of  Wolf  &  Church,  with  whom 
he  remained  about  three  years,  after  which 
he  was  similarly  engaged  in  the  establishment 
of  J.  Koch  &  Company.  His  next  position 
was  that  of  bookkeeper  for  J.  Koch  &  Com- 
pany, engaged  in  the  clothing  business,  and 
thereafter  he  was  incumbent  of  a  similar  posi- 
tion with  Whitman  &  Barnes  Manufacturing 
Company,  another  representative  local  man- 
ufacturing firm.  He  next  passed  thirteen 
months  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  as  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Billow  &  Lenhart,  and  upon 
his  return  to  Akron,  in  1898,  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness with  which  he  has  since  been  actively  iden- 
tified, as  indicated  in  preceding  paragraphs  of 
this  article.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  a  num- 
ber of  other  leading  corporations  in  his  native 
city,  and  is  essentially  a  broad-gauged  and 
progressive  business  man  and  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

In  politics  Mr.  Billow  gives  his  support  to 
the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Church  of 
Our  Saviour,  Protestant  Episcopal.  He  is  an 
appreciative  and  valued  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  in  which  his  York  Rite  affili- 
ations are  with  Adoniram  Lodge,  No.  517, 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons  ;  Washington  Chap- 
ter, No.  25,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Akron 
Council,  No.  80,  Royal  &  Select  Masters :  and 
Akron  Commandery,  No.  25,  Knights  Tem- 
plars. He  is  identified  with  Lake  Erie  Con- 
sistory. Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Ma- 
sonry, in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  also  member  of  Al  Koran  Tem- 


ple, A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  Akron. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Commanderv  of 
the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States,  and  holds  membership  in  the 
Masonic  Club  and  other  civic  and  social  organ- 
izations in  his  home  city,  where  his  circle  of 
friends  is  limited  only  by  that  of  his  acquaint- 
ances. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1888.  Mr.  Billow  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Myrtie  Lenhart, 
daughter  of  William  and  Prudence  (Morris) 
Lenhart,  of  Akron,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated,  and  in  whose  social  activities  she  is 
a  prominent  figure.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billow  have 
one  son,  Archie  L.,  who  was  born  on  the  2d 
of  August,  1889,  and  who  was  graduated  in 
the  Akron  high  school  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1907;  he  is  now  incumbent  of  a  posi- 
tion in  the  offices  of  the  Diamond  Rubber 
Company,  in  Akron. 

Martin  E.  Gray,  now  deceased,  of  Wil- 
loughby,  was  born  in  Madison  county,  New 
York,  January  29,  18 15.  He  was  a  son  of 
Andrew  and  Sarah  (  Harkness)  Gray,  natives 
of  Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts,  he  the 
son  of  Jacob  Gray,  also  of  Massachusetts ; 
several  generations  before  him  lived  in  New- 
England.  Andrew  Gray  settled  in  New  York 
in  1810,  there  working  at  his  trade  of  black- 
smith. In  1837  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  settled 
on  his  farm  in  Willoughby  township,  on  the 
lake  shore,  spending  seven  years  in  a  log 
house.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  died  in  1861.  being  past  eighty  years.  He 
was  a  Baptist  and  his  wife  a  Methodist.  She 
lived  to  be  over  ninety.  Martin  was  the  only 
one  of  eight  children  to  reach  maturity. 

Martin  E.  Gray  cast  his  first  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison :  he  was  a  Whig 
until  the  inception  of  the  Republican  party, 
whose  cause  he  then  espoused.  He  served  as 
township  trustee,  and  for  six  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  married,  in  1844,  Mary 
Hopkins,  born  in  Groton,  Tompkins  county. 
New  York,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Ohio 
in  1833.  Martin  Gray  and  his  wife  had  three 
children,  namely :  Andrew,  Ophelia,  who  died 
in  childhood,  and  Marie,  deceased.  Andrew 
married  Myra  Bostwick  and  operated  the  old 
home  farm ;  he  was  educated  at  Dennison. 
Ohio.  The  Gray  farm  contained  originally  but 
one  hundred  acres,  but  Martin  E.  Grav  kept 
adding  to  it  until  it  was  two  hundred.     The 
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present  brick  residence  was  built  by  him  in 
1875,  and  the  old  frame  house  built  by  his 
father  about  1840,  is  still  a  good  house. 

Andrew  Gray  spent  nis  entire  business  life 
on  the  farm,  and  he  died  there  in  1895.  aged 
fifty  years.  The  sawmill  which  was  erected 
by  his  grandfather,  Andrew  Gray,  Sr.,  and 
operated  bv  him,  and  also  by  Martin  Gray, 
was  operated  by  Andrew  Gray,  Jr.,  until  his 
death,  and  then  by  Frank  M.  Gray  until  1902, 
in  which  year  it  was  carried  out  by  the  water, 
having  been  in  operation  about  fifty  years. 
Andrew  Gray's  widow  resides  in  California. 
Their  children  who  reached  maturity  are: 
Cora  B.,  the  wife  of  Roscoe  Huber,  of  River- 
side, California;  Frank  Martin,  occupying  the 
old  farm,  married  in  1901,  Alice  Ida  Orr, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  L.  E.  Orr,  of  Willoughby, 
and  they  have  no  children  ;  Nellie  Bostwick, 
married  Everett  Campbell  and  has  one  child, 
James  Gray,  and  lives  at  the  old  Gray  home- 
stead. 

Stella  Cynthia  Harper,  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Jane  Harper,  of  Unionville, 
Ashtabula  county,  is  of  an  old  Irish  family 
whose  American  ancestor,  James  Harper, 
brought  his  wife  and  children  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1720.  They  first  landed  on  the  shores 
of  Casco  bay  (now  Maine),  but  the  Indians 
frightened  them  to  the  Massachusetts  colony 
and  they  settled  finally  at  Boston.  John,  one 
of  the  sons  of  the  original  emigrant,  married 
Abigail  Montgomery,  who  wTas  also  of  an  Irish 
family  whose  experience  in  the  new  world  had 
been  similar  to  that  of  the  Harpers,  as  its 
founders  had  been  driven  away  from  the  Casco 
coast  by  savages  and  sought  safety  in  Massa- 
chusetts. John  and  Abigail  Harper  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Alexander,  the  ninth,  was 
born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  February  22, 
1744.  Captain  Alexander  Harper,  as  he  is 
known  far  and  wide  in  the  family  records,  first 
brought  the  name  into  the  history  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  as  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  the 
country  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  In  1754 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Cherry  Valley, 
New  York,  where  he  received  what  was  con- 
sidered quite  a  liberal  education  for  the  coun- 
try and  times.  In  1768,  with  three  of  his 
brothers  and  eighteen  other  associates,  he  ob- 
tained a  patent  for  22,000  acres  of  land  in  what 
is  now  Delaware  county,  New  York,  and  the 
location  of  the  colony  in  1770  resulted  in 
founding  the  town  of  Harpersfield.  In  1771 
he  married  Elizabeth  Bartholomew,  who  had 


recently  migrated  from  New  Jersey,  and  eight 
children  were  born  to  them.  The  three  years 
from  1777  to  1780  were  filled  with  perils  for 
the  family,  on  account  of  Indian  attacks,  Alex- 
ander Harper  serving  as  first  lieutenant  at  one 
of  the  Schoharie  forts  and  as  a  frontier  scout. 
On  March  3,  1780,  he  received  his  captain's 
commission.  In  April  of  that  year  while  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  from  the  fort  were  making 
maple  sugar  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Char- 
lotte river  they  were  captured  by  a  band  of 
Indians  under  the  noted  Chief  Brant.  It  hap- 
pened that  he  and  Captain  Harper  were  school- 
mates and  this  fact  undoubtedly  prevented  a 
massacre  of  the  American  prisoners,  who  were 
hurried  on  to  Fort  Niagara,  the  British  strong- 
hold. Before  reaching  their  destination,  how- 
ever, the  prisoners  were  forced  to  run  the 
gauntlet,  the  captain  being  the  first  selected. 
Fortunately,  he  passed  that  ordeal,  only  to 
endure  a  painful  captivity  of  two  years  and 
eight  months.  After  his  release,  in  1783,  he 
returned  to  his  family  at  Harpersfield,  New 
York,  and  spent  the  following  fifteen  years  as  a 
builder  of  a  prosperous  community.  In  June, 
1798,  the  family  moved  to  the  wilds  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  being  among  the  first  to 
settle  in  what  is  now  Ashtabula  county.  The 
township  in  which  they  settled  was  named 
Harpersfield  in  honor  of  the  captain,  who  was 
the  leader  of  the  colony  which  located  there, 
but  he  did  not  long  survive  this  second  migra- 
tion, as  he  died  of  malarial  fever  on  the  10th 
of  the  following  September.  His  remains  still 
repose  in  the  old  churchyard,  just  south  of  the 
square  in  the  old  village  of  Unionville. 

Robert  Harper  was  the  eighth  and  last-born 
to  Captain  Harper  and  his  wife,  his  natal  day 
being  May  16,  1791.  He  married  Miss  Polly 
Hendry  and  died  December  15,  1850,  and  of 
his  four  children  Jane  Harper,  who  married 
a  cousin  (Alexander  J.),  was  the  youngest. 
Colonel  Robert  Harper  (colonel  in  the  war  of 
1812)  built  the  old  homestead  still  standing 
and  beloved,  known  as  Shandy  Hall,  and  which 
was  so  long  occupied  by  "Uncle  Alexander" 
and  "Aunt  Jane,"  the  former  of  whom  passed 
away  May  1,  1906,  and  the  latter,  October  6, 
1908,  at  the  respective  ages  of  seventy-seven 
and  seventy-five,  the  former  having  been  born 
September  28,  1829,  and  the  latter  March  10, 
1833.  In  1835,  when  "Aunt  Jane"  was  two 
years  of  age,  the  first  piano  was  brought  into 
the  Western  Reserve  and  set  up  with  much 
ceremony  and  amid  much  neighborhood  ex- 
citement in  the  old  Harper  homestead.     The 
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eldest  son  born  to  Alexander  J.  Harper  and  his 
good  wife,  Robert  by  name,  died  December  16, 
1905.  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  Rice  Harper,  the 
other  son,  is  the  general  manager  of  a  wine 
company  at  Santa  Cruz,  California.  The  two 
daughters,  who  have  never  married,  are  Stella 
Cynthia  and  Ann,  and  they  still  reside  at  the 
historic  old  Shandy  Hall,  at  Unionville. 

Addison  D.  Myers. — One  of  the  largest 
landholders  of  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county, 
widely  known  as  proprietor  of  the  "Maple 
Tree  Hackney  Stock  Farm,"  Addison  D. 
Myers  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  for  many  years  has  held 
a  place  of  prominence  among  its  leading  busi- 
ness men.  A  native  of  Erie  county,  Xew 
York,  he  was  born,  April  11,  1836,  in  Aldon, 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood  days. 

When  he  was  ten  years  old  his  father  died, 
and  he  was  soon  afterwards  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources.  Leaving  home  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  he  was  for  a  year  chore  boy 
at  a  hotel  in  Geneseo,  Xew  York.  Pushing 
his  way  onward,  he  went  first  to  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  then  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
found  employment  in  the  Gait  Hotel,  where 
he  remained  several  months.  The  following 
two  years  he  worked  on  a  river  boat  plying 
between  Cincinnati,  Xatchez.  and  New 
Orleans,  and  while  thus  employed  had  a  rough 
experience,  oftentimes  seeing  old  gamblers 
playing  for  negroes.  In  1853  his  companion, 
Lagrange  Tiffany,  died  of  spotted  fever  in 
New  Orleans,  but  before  dying  made  Mr. 
Myers  promise  to  take  his  body  home  to  his 
friends,  in  McGregor,  Iowa.  After  perform- 
ing that  sad  duty,  Mr.  Myers  spent  two  years 
in  St.  Charles,  Iowa,  selling  cheap  jewelry. 
Going,  to  Illinois  in  1858,  Mr.  Myers  spent  a 
year  in  Chicago,  working  as  a  carpenter,  and 
while  there  met  Damon  Davis,  from  Aldon, 
New  York,  who  told  him  that  his  mother  had 
removed  to  Geneva,  Ohio. 

Therefore,  after  an  absence  from  home  of 
nine  years,  Mr.  Myers  hastened  to  Ashtabula 
county,  and  found  that  his  mother,  who  had 
come  here  with  her  son,  Haskell  Myers,  had 
married  a  Mr.  Battles,  and  was  living  in  Aus- 
tinburg,  this  county,  while  his  brother  Haskell 
was  keeping  a  hotel  in  Geneva,  at  the  same 
time  being  engaged  in  lumbering  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county,  rafting  logs  down  the 
Grand  river.  Hiring  out  to  his  brother  for  a 
year,  Mr.  Myers  managed  the  hotel,  the  Union 


House,  his  brother  being  absent  the  greater 
part  of  the  time.  He  afterwards  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Paducah,  Kentucky,  and  at  Evansville, 
Indiana,  following  it  awhile,  and  then  returned 
to  Geneva.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  the  Geneva  Light  Artillery,  an  inde- 
pendent state  military  company,  was  ordered 
out.  As  it  was  short  of  men,  Mr.  Myers  and 
one  of  his  friends,  Frank  Viets,  enlisted  in  it, 
and  went  with  the  company  to  West  Virginia, 
where,  at  the  Battle  of  Philippi,  Captain  Ken- 
nedy's company,  to  which  he  belonged,  had  the 
honor,  as  given  by  the  war  records,  of  having 
fired  the  first  gun  after  the  taking  of  Fort 
Sumter.  After  serving  for  three  months,  Mr. 
Myers,  with  his  comrades,  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, and  returned  to  the  Union  House,  in 
Geneva. 

Renting  then  a  building  of  his  brother,  Mr. 
Myers  opened  the  first  feed  and  livery  stable 
in  Geneva,  starting  at  first  with  but  three 
horses.  In  February,  1864,  in  company  with 
his  father-in-law,  Charles  Tinker,  Air.  .Myers 
opened  a  shop  at  Garrettsville,  Ohio,  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  wood-cutting  and  later 
mowing  machines,  making  among  others  the 
Union  Mower,  for  which  Mr.  Myers  made  the 
patterns.  Previous  to  that  time,  however.  Mr. 
Myers  had  spent  a  winter  in  Iowa,  selling  fruit 
trees,  and  when  he  returned  to  Geneva  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  brought  back  with  him  a  bunch 
of  horses,  which  he  shipped  to  New  York  and 
sold  for  $5,000.  This  money  he  put  into  the 
Garrettsville  shop,  and  when  he  withdrew  from 
the  firm  he  received  thirty  mowing  machines 
as  his  share  of  the  profits  for  two  years'  work. 
Returning  to  Geneva  in  1866,  Mr.  Myers 
bought  the  old  Union  Hotel,  enlarged  it,  put- 
ting in  a  brick  front,  and  raising  it,  and  con- 
ducted it  until  1869,  when  he  sold  out  for 
$14,000.  He  subsequently  rented  a  stable,  and 
bought  and  shipped  horses  to  Xew  York.  In 
1870  he  hired  out  to  sell  lightning  rods,  receiv- 
ing $i"0  a  month  salary.  In  the  meantime 
Mr.  Tinker  had  continued  his  factory  at  Gar- 
rettsville, and  Mr.  Norman  Caswell  was  at  tne 
same  time  making  handles  for  hoes,  forks,  etc., 
in  (  ieneva,  and  at  Mr.  Tinker's  suggestion  put 
in  a  trip  hammer  at  Garrettsville,  operating  it 
there  a  year.  In  1870  Messrs.  Tinker  and  Cas- 
well consolidated,  forming  a  stock  company 
under  the  name  of  the  Geneva  Tool  Company, 
into  which  Mr.  Myers  put  $5,000.  While  selling 
lightning  rods  on  the  road,  Mr.  Myers  subse- 
quently received  a  telegram  urging  him  to 
return  to  build  the  shop  for  the  company,  and 
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on  July  15,  1870,  began  grading  the  grounds, 
his  salary  being  $150  a  month,  and  on  January 
1,  1871,  the  plant  was  in  operation. 

Mr.  Myers  was  made  superintendent  of  the 
factory,  with  a  force  of  thirty-six  men  under 
him,  and  built  up  a  good  business  in  the  mak- 
ing of  tools  of  all  kinds,  including  forks,  rakes 
and  hoes.  Mr.  Caswell  succeeded  Mr.  Myers 
as  superintendent,  Mr.  Myers,  who  was  a 
director,  going  back  to  his  business  of  horse- 
buying,  while  Mr.  Tinker  was  president.  In 
February,  1871,  Mr.  Tinker  wired  Mr.  Myers 
to  be  present  at  the  next  board  meeting,  and 
he  afterwards  entered  the  shop  as  a  workman, 
receiving  four  dollars  a  day  wages.  The  first 
year,  with  Mr.  Caswell  as  superintendent,  the 
company  lost  $15,000,  and  Mr.  Myers  was  then 
employed  as  superintendent,  with  a  salary  of 
$1,500  a  year.  The  following  year  the  debt 
of  $15,000  was  wiped  out,  and  a  dividend  of 
two  per  cent  was  paid  the  stockholders.  Mr. 
Myers  served  as  superintendent  of  the  com- 
pany for  twenty-seven  years,  and  every  year 
the  company  paid  a  dividend.  His  salary  was 
increased  until  it  amounted  to  $2,000  a  year, 
besides  which  he  had  two  per  cent  of  the  net 
earnings  after  a  dividend  of  six  per  cent  had 
been  paid.  The  number  of  men  under  him  had 
been  increased  from  thirty-six  to  two  hundred, 
and  the  output  of  the  factorv  grew  from 
$30,000  to  $200,000,  the  capital  stock  remain- 
ing, at  $100,000,  with  a  surplus  of  $63,000. 
When,  m  1897,  it  was  decided  that  the  com- 
pany enter  the  trust,  Mr.  Myers  refused  to  go 
with  it,  and  sold  his  stock  and  stepped  out. 

In  1882  Mr.  Myers  purchased  eighty-two 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  lying  one  and  one- 
fourth  miles  from  Geneva,  and  soon  built  his 
present  residence.  He  has  bought  more  land, 
having  now  three  hundred  and  forty-five  acres 
in  his  home  farm,  and  has  met  with  eminent 
success  in  horse  raising  and  dealing,  for  the 
past  sixteen  years  having  bred  Hackney  horses 
of  a  superior  grade,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
matching  and  breaking  young  horses. 

In  December,  1863,  Mr.  Myers  married 
Maria  A.  Tinker,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mar)-  Tinker,  of  Garrettsville.  She  died  in 
October,  1869,  and  their  only  child,  Wick  C. 
Myers,  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  Myers  married 
second.  December  31,  1873,  Ella  K.  Lockwood. 
a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Emma  Lockwood, 
of  Geneva,  and  they  have  three  children, 
namely:  Don,  working  with  his  father  on  a 
salary  ;  Eva,  at  home  ;  and  Eula,  wife  of  John 
Seymour,  of  Ashtabula.    Politically  Mr.  Mvers 


is  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  was  made 
a  Mason  in  1863. 

Erhard  Steinbacher. — A  man  of  sterling 
character  and  one  who  left  a  definite  impress 
upon  the  civic  and  business  annals  of  the  city 
of  Akron  was  the  late  Erhard  Steinbacher, 
who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  business  men  of  this  part  of  the 
Western  Reserve  and  whose  name  and  per- 
sonality are  held  in  grateful  memory  by  all 
who  knew  him  and  had  appreciation  of  his 
worthy  life  and  worthy  deeds.  He  came  from 
the  German  fatherland  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  and  through  his  own  energy  and 
ability  gained  distinctive  success  in  connection 
with  the  productive  activities  of  life,  and  he 
ever  showed  himself  possessed  of  a  strong, 
true  and  noble  spirit,  a  full  appreciation  of  his 
stewardship  and  an  abiding  sympathy  and 
charity  for  "all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men." 
He  achieved  material  success  of  significant 
order  through  worthy  means,  was  loyal  as  a 
citizen,  and  so  lived  as  to  retain  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. His  nature  was  one  of  sincere  and  posi- 
tive order,  and  integrity  was  the  dominating 
attribute  of  his  long  and  signally  useful  career, 
whose  termination  came  with  his  death,  at  his 
home  in  Akron,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1903. 

Mr.  Steinbacher  was  a  native  of  the  king- 
dom of  Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  30th  of  March,  1825,  so  that  he  was 
nearly  four  score  years  of  age  when  he  was 
summoned  from  the  scenes  of  life's  activities. 
He  came  of  stanch  old  German  lineage  and 
the  family  was  long  one  of  prominence  in 
Bavaria.  In  the  excellent  national  schools  of 
his  native  kingdom  he  received  his  early  edu- 
cational training,  which  was  supplemented  by 
further  study  in  historic  old  Heidelberg  Col- 
lege. In  1844,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
Mr.  Steinbacher  severed  the  gracious  ties 
which  bound  him  to  home  and  fatherland  and 
set  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  America.  He 
came  to  Ohio  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  and  here  the  first  two  years 
of  his  sojourn  in  a  strange  land  were  passed 
in  Akron  and  Cleveland.  In  1847  lle  returned 
to  Germany,  where  he  made  a  visit  of  a  few 
months,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  in  1847. 
he  returned  to  America  and  again  took  up  his 
residence  in  Akron,  which  was  then  a  mere 
village  of  inconspicuous  order.  With  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  in  California,  in  1849,  Mr. 
Steinbacher  was  one  of  the  adventurous  spirits 
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who  journeyed  to  the  far  distant  gold  fields 
in  that  memorable  year.  He  made  the  long 
and  weary  overland  journey  and  joined  the 
gold-seekers  in  their  ardent  quest,  meeting 
with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  He  returned 
to  the  east  in  1851,  by  way  of  the  isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  in  February  of  that  year  again 
took  up  his  residence  in  Akron,  where  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  George  Weimer 
and  engaged  in  the  drug  and  grocery  business, 
utilizing  a  frame  building  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  present  First  National  Bank.  In 
1851-2  he  erected  the  three-story  brick  building 
which  he  so  long  occupied  at  104  East  Market 
street,  and  there  lie  continued  in  the  grocery 
and  drug  business  in  an  individual  way  from 
1865  until  his  demise.  He  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  one  of  the  oldest  and  pioneer  business 
men  of  Akron,  where  he  was  known  to  all 
classes  of  citizens  and  where  he  was  held  in 
the  most  unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and  incor- 
porators of  the  Citizens'  Savings  and  Loan 
Association,  in  1872,  and  was  its  president 
from  its  inception  until  the  close  of  his  life. 
He  was  also  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Akron  Iron  Company,  of  which  he  continued 
a  director  from  its  incorporation  until  his 
death. 

At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Steinbacher.  who  had  received  thorough 
military  training  in  his  native  land,  held  the 
office  of  major  in  the  state  militia  of  Ohio, 
and  in  addition  to  being  a  member  of  the  local 
military  organization  designated  as  the  "Squir- 
rel Hunters."  a  body  of  men  who  assumed  the 
work  of  defending,  the  invasion  of  Kentucky 
and  Ohio  by  Confederate  raiders  in  1862;  he 
was  also  especially  active  in  promoting  enlist- 
ments for  the  Union  armies  and  in  providing 
supplies  for  the  soldiers  in  the  field,  as  well  as 
in  caring  for  their  dependent  families. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Steinbacher  was  liberal, 
progressive  and  public-spirited,  and  in  even- 
possible  way  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  advancement  and  material  and  civic  pros- 
perity of  his  home  city.  In  politics  he  ac- 
corded an  unwavering  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  his  religious  faith,  exemplified 
in  thought,  word  and  deed,  was  that  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  He  was  identified  with 
various  social  and  fraternal  organizations,  and 
his  popularity  was  of  the  most  unalloyed  order, 
based  upon  his  sterling  character  and  his  genial 
personality. 


In  April,  1853,  Mr.  Steinbacher  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Phoebe  Potter,  of  Suffield. 
Ohio,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children, — Marie  Louise,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Kate  L.j  who  is  the  wife  of  George  N.  Tyner. 
of  Holyoke,  Massachusetts ;  Edward  E.,  who 
died  April  29,  1887 ;  and  Georgia  Belle,  now 
deceased,  who  married  George  L.  Stewart. 
Mrs.  Steinbacher  was  summoned  to  eternal 
rest  on  the  26th  day  of  January,  1890,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  years. 

In  1894,  Mr.  Steinbacher  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  being  then  united  to  Mrs.  Jane 
Smith,  widow  of  Dr.  Jacob  Smith,  who  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Akron,  where  his  name  is 
held  in  grateful  memory.  Mrs.  Steinbacher 
was  born  in  the  historic  old  city  of  Edin- 
borough,  Scotland,  and  was  a  child  at  the  time 
of  her  parents'  removal  from  the  land  of  hills 
and  heather  to  America.  She  has  ever  taken 
deep  interest  in  the  history  of  her  native  land 
and  takes  pride  in  the  long  line  of  sterling 
Scottish  ancestors  through  whom  her  geneal- 
ogy is  traced  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides,  though  her  loyalty  to  the  land  in  which 
she  was  reared  and  has  maintained  her  home 
from  childhood  is  of  the  most  insistent  and 
appreciative  type.  She  is  still  most  alert  both 
mentally  and  physically,  finding  pleasure  in  the 
associations  and  the  interests  which  surround 
her  in  the  gracious  twilight  period  of  her  life. 

Mahlox  E.  Sweet. — The  name  of  Mah- 
lon  E.  Sweet  is  prominently  associated  with 
the  fruit  growing  interests  of  Lake  county. 
He  was  born  within  a  half  a  mile  of  his  present 
home  on  the  16th  of  November.  1835,  a  son  of 
John  H.  and  Harriet  (Harris)  Sweet,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Wayne  county.  New  York. 
Coming  to  Ohio  during  an  early  period  in  its 
history  they  located  in  the  woods  of  Lake 
county,  and  shortly  after  the  birth  of  their 
son  Mahlon  they  left  the  farm  on  which  they 
had  first  located  and  settled  on  land  just  east. 
There  John  H.  Sweet  lived  and  farmed  until 
1856,  when  he  moved  to  the  old  Harris  farm 
near  Mentor.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Preserved  and  Nancy  (Warner)  Harris,  who 
came  to  Ohio  about  the  same  time  as  the 
Sweets,  about  the  year  of  1830,  and  they  lo- 
cated on  this  farm  near  Mentor  in  1856.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sweet  moved  there  to  take  care  of 
her  parents  during  their  declining  years,  but 
she  and  her  husband  died  before  the  parents. 
Tust  after  returning   from   a   visit   t<>   his   son 
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Benjamin  in  the  hospital  at  Perryville,  Ken- 
tucky, Mr.  Sweet  was  taken  ill,  and  died  in  the 
same  year,  1863,  and  his  wife  survived  him  but 
eight  weeks,  their  ages  at  the  time'of  death 
being  sixty-three  and  fifty-seven  years  re- 
spectively. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  survived 
their  daughter  ten  years,  and  were  quite  old 
at  the  time  of  their  death.  Eisrht  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweet,  namely: 
Nancy,  the  wife  of  Nelson  Wilkins  Groveland, 
Oakland  county,  Michigan;  Preserved,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years 
in  LaGrange,  Illinois  ;  Mahlon,  of  this  review  ; 
Amos,  an  agriculturist  near  Mentor;  Benja- 
min, who  served  his  country  in  the  Civil  war, 
but  was  discharged  for  disability,  and  he  is  a 
merchant  at  Western  Springs,  Illinois ;  Job, 
who  is  farming  near  Mentor :  Matilda,  the 
wife  of  Joshua  Long,  of  Newton  Falls,  Ohio; 
and  Richard,  a  rancher  and  merchant  at  Oak- 
land, California.  Two  of  these  sons  were  rep- 
resented in  the  Civil  war,  Benjamin  and  Job, 
and  the  latter  served  until  the  close  of  the 
conflict. 

Mahlon  E.  Sweet  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  their  removal  to  Mentor,  and 
during  the  six  years  following  his  marriage 
he  farmed  the  old  Sweet  homestead.  He  then 
came  to  his  present  place,  in  which  his  wife 
owned  an  interest,  and  in  addition  to  erecting 
its  buildings  he  has  since  added  to  its  bound- 
aries until  it  now  contains  one  hundred  and 
six  acres.  When  he  took  up  his  abode  here 
it  was  but  pasture  land,  but  he  has  since 
placed  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
planting  it  mostly  with  fruit,  raising  apples, 
peaches,  pears,  plums  and  grapes,  with  apples 
and  grapes  as  leaders.  The  vineyard  covers 
about  eight  acres  of  ground,  and  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  acres  of  the  farm  is  devoted  to 
fruit  culture.  It  is  well  adapted  for  this  pur- 
pose, lying-  high  above  the  lake,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  place  is  devoted  to  general  agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  Sweet  married  on  September  1,  1857, 
Sarah  Ellen  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Mont- 
ville,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  was  six  years 
of  age  when  she  came  with  her  parents,  Henry 
and  Electa  (Allen)  Campbell,  to  Lake  county, 
they  locating  just  east  of  Kirtland.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sweet  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
they  have  given  homes  to  many,  including 
Jennie  Wakely,  whom  they  raised  from  six 
years  of  age.  and  she  is  yet  with  them.  Nettie 
Campbell,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Sweet,  was  educated 
by  them  to  teach,  and  she  followed  the  pro- 


fession until  her  marriage  to  F.  S.  Allen,  and 
she  is  now  living  at  Kirtland.  They  also  gave 
a  home  to  two  of  the  children  of  Mr.  Sweefs 
brother  Preserved  for  two  years.  Benjamin 
Delmater  was  with  them  for  three  or  four  years 
when  a  boy,  and  James  G.  Cobean  came  to  them 
at  the  age  of  ten  and  remained  until  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age.  During  eight 
years  Mr.  Sweet  has  spent  the  winter  months 
in  Florida,  at  Eustis  in  Lake  county,  thus 
escaping  the  cold  and  rigorous  months  of  the 
north.  He  has  served  his  township  as  a  trustee 
for  two  terms  and  has  been  many  times  a  dele- 
gate to  the  county  conventions  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  a  member  of  and  an  active 
worker  in  both  branches  of  the  Grange,  and  has 
represented  the  local  order  at  the  state  Grange. 

William  Wallace  Stocking.  —  A  wide- 
awake, brainy  business  man,  full  of  energy 
and  enterprise,  W.  Wallace  Stocking  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  one  of  the  leading  in- 
dustries of  Ashtabula  county,  being  general 
purchasing  agent  for  the  Ideal  Hoop  Com- 
pany, of  Ashtabula,  his  place  of  residence, 
however,  being  in  Geneva.  A  son  of  William 
H.  and  Mercy  (Talcott)  Stocking,  he  was 
born,  October  11,  1863,  in  Chester,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio.  The  Stocking  family  originated 
in  England,  its  founder  in  America  hav- 
ing been  George  Stocking,  who  located  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  1633,  the  line 
of  descent  being  as  follows :  George  (  1 ) . 
Samuel  (2),  George  (3),  Captain  George  (4), 
George  (5),  Elisha  (6),  Chester  (7),  William 
H.  (8)  and  William  Wallace  (9).  An  ex- 
tended sketch  of  his  ancestors  may  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  Chauncey  H.  Stocking,  bis 
brother. 

Obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  at  a  select  school  in  Thomp- 
son Center,  William  Wallace  Stocking  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty  years  old.  He 
subsequently  worked  with  his  father  and 
brother  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  ten  years, 
but  since  that  time  has  been  employed  in  the 
timber  trade.  For  a  while  he  had  a  saw  mill 
and  lumber  yard  in  Madison  village,  carrying 
on  a  retail  trade,  but  afterwards  engaged  in 
a  wholesale  lumber  trade,  doing  business  in 
(  >hio,  Pennsylvania  and  the  South.  Coming 
from  .Madison  to  Geneva  in  1901,  Mr.  Stock- 
ing conducted  a  shoe  store  for  two  years,  and 
the  following  two  years  was  manager  of  the 
Painesville    Veneer    Company,    in    which    he 
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was  a  stockholder.  Going  back  then  to  Ge- 
neva. Mr.  Stocking  became  general  purchas- 
ing agent  for  the  Ideal  Hoop  Company  of 
Ashtabula,  and  now  has  full  control  of  the 
buying  of  the  elm  timber  used  in  the  manu- 
factory. He  supervises  all  of  its  timber  tracts 
in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  hav- 
ing several  assistants  in  his  labors.  In  this 
capacity,  Mr.  Stocking  handles  a  great  deal 
of  standing  timber,  having  it  cut  by  contract, 
and  placing  it  in  the  mill  to  be  cut  as  desired, 
oftentimes  having  to  buy  large  tracts  of  land 
to  obtain  the  needed  timber.  He  is  an  expert 
in  this  line  of  business,  and  has  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  forest  resources  of  the  great 
Middle  West. 

Mr.  Stocking  married,  April  22,  1890, 
Fanny  Benjamin,  who  was  born  in  Kings- 
ville,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Rice  Benjamin,  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Wallace  Benjamin  Stocking,  born  November 
9.  1898. 

Samuel  G.  Barnard. — It  cannot  be  denied 
that  a  publication  of  this  nature  exercises  its 
most  important  function  when  it  takes  cog- 
nizance, through  proper  memorial  tribute,  of 
the  life  and  labors  of  so  distinguished  a  citizen 
as  the  late  Judge  Samuel  Goodwin  Barnard, 
of  Medina,  who  was  a  native  of  Medina  coun- 
ty and  a  scion  of  one  of  the  most  honored  pio- 
neer families  of  the  historic  old  Western  Re- 
serve. It  was  given  him  to  accomplish  a  not- 
able work  in  the  field  of  popular  education  as 
well  as  in  that  of  the  law,  and  he  ever  stood 
exponent  of  the  most  real  and  loyal  citizen- 
ship. His  was  a  gracious,  noble  personality 
and  his  memory  will  long  be  cherished  and 
venerated  not  only  in  the  county  and  city  in 
which  the  major  portion  of  his  life  was  passed, 
but  also  by  the  many  who  profited  from  his  in- 
structions and  admonition  during  the  many 
years  which  he  devoted  to  pedagogic  work.  He 
served  for  a  number  of  years  as  judge  of  the 
probate  court  of  Medina  county,  and  thereafter 
was  familiarly  known  by  the  title  which  he 
thus  gained. 

Samuel  Goodwin  Barnard  was  born  in  Guil- 
ford township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  April 
4,  1828,  and  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of 
the  six  children  of  Abner  and  Diana  (Blanch- 
ard)  Barnard.  His  father  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Simsbury,  Scotland  parish,  Hartford 
county.  Connecticut,  on  November  3.  1799,  and 
his  mother,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sylvia  Blanchard.  of  Windsor,  Poquonock 


parish,  Hartford  county,  Connecticut,  was 
there  born  on  February  15,  1799;  their  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  on  February  22,  1820. 
Abner  Barnard  was  a  son  of  Captain  Samuel 
and  Roxana  Barnard,  representatives  of  old 
and  worthy  colonial  families  of  New  England 
and  both  of  stanch  English  lineage.  Captain 
Samuel  Barnard,  father  of  Abner  Barnard, 
and  grandfather  of  Samuel  G.  Barnard,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  gained  his  title  of  cap- 
tain in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Abner  Barnard 
continued  his  residence  in  Connecticut  for  sev- 
eral years  after  his  marriage,  and  there  two 
of  his  children  were  born.  On  May  10,  1827, 
Abner  Barnard  set  forth  for  the  Western  Re- 
serve, which  was  then  considered  on  the  very 
frontier  of  civilization.  The  family  journeyed 
in  wagons  to  Albany.  New  York,  from  which 
point  they  found  transportation  to  Buffalo  by 
canal  boat.  In  the  latter  city,  which  was  then 
a  mere  village,  they  embarked  on  the  primitive 
steamboat  "Enterprise"  for  Cleveland.  Con- 
sidering this  portion  of  the  long  and  weary 
journey  the  following  has  been  written :  "Ar- 
riving at  a  point  three  miles  from  that  city,  the 
captain  of  the  vessel  refused  to  go  farther, — 
because,  it  is  said,  of  some  previous  misunder- 
standing with  the  officials  of  the  city, — and  the 
passengers  were  compelled  to  trust  themselves 
to  the  open  boats.  These,  laden  down  nearly 
to  the  gunwales,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
made  their  tedious  way  to  what  was  then  the 
hamlet  of  Cleveland,  the  passengers  touching 
the  water  when  resting  their  hands  on  the  sides 
of  the  boats.  Fortunately,  the  passage  from 
the  steamboat  was  made  without  accident,  and 
the  little  family  came  from  Cleveland,  on  the 
old  pike,  to  a  point  on  this  road  in  Guilford 
township,  Medina  county,  nearly  a  mile  north 
of  the  village  of  Seville,  settling  on  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Martin  farm."  It  may  be 
inferred  that  this  farm  at  the  time  was  repre- 
sented essentially  by  the  virgin  forest,  and  here 
Abner  Barnard  provided  as  a  home  for  his 
family  a  log.  house  of  the  primitive  type  com- 
mon to  the  locality  and  period,  after  which  he 
essayed  the  herculean  task  of  reclaiming  his 
land  to  cultivation.  Here  this  honored  pioneer 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life,  and  his  devoted 
wife  also  died  on  the  old  homestead.  They 
were  folk  of  superior  mentality  and  sterling 
character,  self-reliant  and  industrious,  and  well 
fortified  for  the  vicissitudes  of  the  pioneer  era. 
Concerning  their  children  the  records  extant 
are  somewhat  incomplete,  but  the  following  is 
of   interest :    Marv   W..   born   in   Connecticut. 
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December  31,  1822,  died  May  6,  1850;  James 
E.,  born  in  Connecticut,  August  22,  1825,  died 
at  Sterling,  Ohio,  October  19,  1905 ;  Samuel 
G.,  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  the  first  of  the 
children  to  be  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  also  the  other 
three  children  were  born;  Albert  G.  was  born 
October  14,  1831,  and  is  a  .resident  of  Seville 
at  this  time;  Charles  H.  was  born  September 
12,  1836,  and  died  April  4,  1852 ;  and  Hercelia 
was  born  April  25,  1842,  is  still  living  in  Me- 
dina county. 

Judge  Samuel  G.  Barnard  passed  his  child- 
hood days  on  the  home  farm,  but  as  the  care 
of  a  large  family  and  the  insufficient  means  of 
providing  for  the  same,  taxed  the  powers  of 
the  devoted  parents,  each  of  the  sons  began 
to  depend  largely  upon  his  own  resources  from 
boyhood  and  to  contribute  his  quota  to  the 
support  of  the  other  members  of  the  family. 
Thus  Judge  Barnard  began  to  work  by  the  day 
or  month  when  a  lad  of  but  twelve  years,  find- 
ing employment  on  neighboring,  farms  and  at 
such  other  work  as  he  could  secure.  It  may  be 
understood  that  under  these  conditions  his 
early  educational  advantages  were  most 
limited.  Indeed,  the  only  advantages  available 
were  those  of  the  primitive  pioneer  schools, 
which  he  was  able  to  attend  at  brief  and  vary- 
ing intervals.  Like  many  another  who  has 
risen  from  the  obscurity  of  the  pioneer  farm 
and  has  essentially  bent  circumstances  to  his 
will,  Judge  Barnard  had  an  insatiable  ambition 
and  an  appreciation  of  the  necessity  for  a 
broader  education.  Thus  he  made  progress 
through  self  discipline  and  study  during  his 
leisure  hours.  That  he  made  good  use  of  these 
hours  is  evident  when  we  advert  to  the  fact 
that  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  became 
eligible  for  the  work  of  a  teacher  and  was  en- 
gaged as  an  assistant  instructor  in  a  select 
school  in  the  little  village  of  Seville.  In  the 
following  year  he  successfully  taught  a  winter 
term  of  school.  Under  such  conditions  he  in- 
itiated his  work  in  a  profession  in  which  he 
was  destined  to  attain  much  of  success,  pres- 
tige and  distinction.  Concerning  the  various 
stages  in  his  career  of  progress  from  this  point 
it  is  deemed  best  to  draw,  with  but  slight  para- 
phrase, from  a  previously  published  sketch  of 
his  life. 

He  continued  teaching  school  in  the  winter 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  then  engaged 
as  principal  of  the  normal  school  at  Wey- 
mouth. This  school,  which  had  an  enrollment 
of  more  than  one  hundred  pupils,  he    taught 


with  but  one  assistant,  and  with  such  distin- 
guished success  that  he  was  forthwith  elected 
superintendent  of  the  Medina  public  schools. 
This  position  he  filled  with  great  acceptability 
until  his  failing  health  forced  him  to  resign. 
But  teaching  had  become  his  chosen  life  work, 
and  after  a  few  months'  respite  he  opened  a 
normal  school  in  Medina.  Here  his  efficiency 
as  a  teacher  was  displayed  in  a  marked  degree 
and  attracted  a  large  attendance  from  a  wide 
area  of  country.  This  school  was  a  great  suc- 
cess in  every  respect,  and  Judge  Barnard  had 
the  gratification  of  knowing  that  under  his 
guidance  many  of  his  pupils  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  an  education  that  has  placed  them  in 
positions  of  prominence  and  responsibility. 
Probably  the  leading  characteristic  of  Judge 
Barnard  as  an  educator  was  his  skill  in  direct- 
ing young  minds,  and  he  was  recognized  as 
being  especially  successful  in  influencing  those 
who  were  regarded  as  particularly  wayward. 
It  was  this  feature  of  his  school  that  gained 
for  it  so  wide  a  reputation  and  caused  it  to  be 
sought  for  their  children  by  wise  and  careful 
parents.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  school 
was  highly  successful,  financially  as  well  as 
professionally.  Judge  Barnard  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  county  board  of  school  ex- 
aminers in  1853  and  retained  this  incumbency 
until  about  1870,  save  while  occupying  the 
office  of  probate  judge.  At  the  close  of  his 
second  term  in  the  latter  position  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Medina 
public  schools,  and  he  retained  this  position 
until  he  resigned  to  accept  a  similar  appoint- 
ment at  Ravenna,  Portage  county.  Here  again 
his  zeal  made  too  heavy  demands  upon  his 
strength,  and  his  declining  health  admonished 
him  that  he  must  resign  his  chosen  work. 
Thereafter,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  compelled  to  decline  many  invitations  to 
resume  his  work  as  a  teacher,  and  for  many 
years  he  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  the 
law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852  and 
initiated  practice  in  association  with  J.  C. 
Johnson,  of  Medina,  but  abandoned  it  for 
teaching,  after  an  experience  of  six  months. 
In  1874,  however,  he  again  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law,  and  he  gained  an  enviable  po- 
sition at  the  bar. 

Ever  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  upon  po- 
litical, economic  and  social  matters.  Judge 
Barnard  was  aligned  as  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  whose  cause  he  gave  yeoman  service, 
though  he  manifested  naught  of  ambition  for 
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official  preferment.  In  1876  he  was  chosen 
presidential  elector  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
was  made  a  member  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee in  the  Ohio  electoral  college,  and  cast  his 
vote  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  and  William 
A.  Wheeler,  the  respective  candidates  of  his 
party  for  president  and  vice-president.  In  the 
field  of  politics  he  was  known  as  an  effective 
organizer  and  forceful  speaker.  He  was  clear 
and  logical  in  thought,  ready  and  apposite  in 
expression,  and  forceful  in  delivery.  Though 
a  man  of  intense  convictions,  he  surveyed  pub- 
lic questions  with  a  calm,  dispassionate  judg- 
ment. Of  a  generous,  sympathetic  and  con- 
fiding nature,  his  personality  shone  most  gra- 
ciously in  the  home  circle  and  among  his  inti- 
mate friends. 

In  varied  activities  Judge  Barnard  touched 
success  at  many  points,  and  this  generation 
knew  him  as  one  whose  life  exemplified  a 
beautiful  content  and  whose  character  was  one 
of  symmetrical  development,  in  which  culture 
and  polish  had  not  weakened  the  qualities  of 
strength  and  force.  A  natural  graciousness  in 
manner  and  mind  marked  his  intercourse  with 
his  fellow  men,  and  the  affection  entertained 
for  him  was  of  one  of  much  warmth  and  sin- 
cerity. He  was  a  devout  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  as  was  also  his 
wife,  and  in  its  work  they  ever  took  an  active 
part.  Judge  Barnard  was  summoned  to  the 
life  eternal  on  January  9,  1907,  and  the  angle 
of  his  influence  continues  to  widen  in  ever 
cumulative  beneficence  now  that  he  "rests 
from  his  labors." 

On  October  7,  1849,  Judge  Barnard  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Malvina  M.  Mar- 
tin, daughter  of  Asa  and  Nancy  (Wetherbee) 
Martin,  both  natives  of  Bath,  Grafton  county, 
New  Hampshire,  where  the  former  was  born 
on  February  14,  1807,  and  the  latter  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1805.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Martin  was  solemnized  in  their  native 
town  on  August  8,  1826,  and  in  1832  they  came 
to  Ohio  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Medina 
county,  where  they  made  their  advent  on  No- 
vember 30.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Barnard  was  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  at  Bath, 
Xew  Hampshire.  September  16,  1828,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  Medina  on  the  evening  of 
January  16,  1902.  Concerning  this  noble 
woman  the  following  appreciative  words  have 
been  written  by  one  who  knew  her  and  had 
cognizance  of  her  admirable  attributes  of  char- 
acter:   "Notwithstanding   the   meager    oppor- 


tunities for  gaining  an  education  in  the  pioneer 
community  in  Medina  county,  her  quick  per- 
ceptions as  a  child  and  her  earnest  devotion  to 
her  studies  enabled  her  to  make  such  rapid 
progress  that  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  she 
was  granted  a  certificate  and  began  teaching 
in  the  local  schools.  She  continued  in  this 
profession  until  soine  time  after  her  marriage. 
Possessed  of  fine  mental  abilities,  excellent 
forecast  of  mind,  good  taste  and  judgment  and 
lively  wit,  she  was,  above  all,  .womanly,  a  de- 
voted mother  and  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church." 

Judge  and  Mrs.  Barnard  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  concerning  whom  the  follow- 
ing brief  data  are  given:  Frank  J.,  born  in 
Medina,  March  26,  1852,  was  educated  in  Cor- 
nell University,  Xew  York,  and  was  a  promi- 
nent educator  in  the  state  of  Ohio  for  fourteen 
years,  when  he  was  chosen  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  Seattle,  Washington,  which  po- 
sition he  held  for  eleven  years.  He  now  repre- 
sents the  American  Book  Company  in  the  state 
of  Washington;  Lily,  who  was  born  in  Medina. 
March  23,  1856,  died  on  August  12  following; 
Bertie  A.,  who  was  born  in  Medina,  August 
12,  1857,  was  for  some  time  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  her  native  village,  where  she 
still  resides,  owning  and  occupying  the  attrac- 
tive old  family  homestead  and  being  held  in 
affectionate  regard  in  the  community  which 
has  represented  her  home  during  virtually  her 
entire  life :  she  was  educated  under  her  father 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  Medina  Normal 
school ;  Harry,  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
was  born  in  Medina,  September  29,  1865.  and 
died  at  Ticonderoga,  New  York,  in  1895. 

Nathaniel  P.  Goodhue. — A  representative 
business  man  and  prominent  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Akron,  which  has  been  his 
home  from  the  time  of  his  birth,  Nathaniel 
P.  Goodhue,  is  treasurer  of  the  Bruner-Good- 
hue-Cooke  Company,  whose  sphere  of  opera- 
tions includes  insurance,  real  estate,  loans  and 
abstracts.  This  concern  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est of  the  kind  in  the  Western  Reserve  and 
dates  its  organization  back  to  the  year  1882. 
In  1889  a  reorganization  took  place  and  the 
company  was  at  that  time  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
( ioodhue  is  also  assistant  secretary  of  the 
\kroii  Building  &  Loan  Association,  has  been 
incumbent  of  various  public  offices  and  is  a 
citizen  to  whom  is  accorded  the  fullest  meas- 
ure of  popular  confidence  and  esteem. 
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Nathaniel  Perkins  Goodhue  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Akron  on  the  6th  of  August,  1854, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Judge  Nathaniel  W. 
Goodhue,  to  whom  a  memoir  is  dedicated  on 
other  pages  of  this  work,  so  that  further 
resume  of  the  family  history  is  not  demanded 
in  the  present  connection.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  gained  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Akron,  and  in  September,  1872, 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  became  deputy 
clerk  of  the  United  States  Court  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland.  This  incumbency  he  retained 
until  December,  1878,  and  thereafter  he  was 
a  traveling  salesman  for  the  wholesale  boot 
and  shoe  firm  of  Keller  &  Goodhue,  of  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  until  1880.  He  then  passed 
two  years  in  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
his  father,  in  Akron,  and  when  the  latter  be- 
came probate  judge  of  Summit  county,  on 
the  9th  of  February,  1882,  the  son  entered 
the  probate  office  in  the  capacity  of  deputy 
clerk.  He  was  incumbent  of  this  office  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  his  honored  father,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1883,  and  he  continued  to  hold  the 
position  during  the  regime  of  Judge  Charles 
R.  Grant,  until  the  9th  of  February,  1891. 
In  November  of  the  preceding  year  Mr.  Good- 
hue was  elected,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  to 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts  for  Summit 
county,  and  of  this  important  office  he  con- 
tinued in  tenure,  by  successive  re-elections, 
until  August.  1897.  He  now  gives  his  atten- 
tion principally  to  his  large  business  interests, 
and  in  addition  to  those  already  noted  in  this 
article  he  is  one  of  the  principal  stockholders 
in  the  Bruner-Goodhue-Cooke  Company,  of 
which  he  is  treasurer,  conducts  operations  of 
wide  scope  and  importance,  and  its  business 
is  one  which  has  definite  bearing  on  the  indus- 
trial prestige  and  material  advancement  of  the 
city  of  Akron. 

In  politics  Mr.  Goodhue  gives  an  unwaver- 
ing allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  in 
whose  cause  he  has  rendered  yeoman  service. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  church,  and  he  is  identified  with 
various  fraternal  and  social  organizations  of 
representative  order. 

(  >n  the  4th  of  April,  1883,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Goodhue  to  Miss  Man- 
Kent  McNaughton,  daughter  of  Finley  and 
Ella  (Kent)  McNaughton,  who  were  at  that 
time  residents  of  Akron  and  who  now  are 
ileceased.  Mrs.  Goodhue  was  born  in  Akron, 
October  31,  1858,  and  here  she  has  ever  made 
her   home,   being   prominent   and    popular   in 


connection  with  the  social  activities  of  her 
native  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodhue  have  no 
children. 

Pryor  L.  Frank. — During  many  years  the 
name  of  Frank  has  been  associated  with  the 
business  interests  of  Portage  county,  and  the 
family  was  founded  in  this  state  by  Samuel 
and  Alary  (Monosmith)  Frank,  the  grand- 
parents of  Pryor  L.  They  were  numbered 
among  the  Trumbull  county  pioneers,  and  they 
were  farming  people  there  for  a  number  of 
years,  finally  moving  from  there  to  Alliance, 
Ohio,  and  the  later  years  of  their  life  were 
passed  in  Freedom  township,  Portage  county. 

John  F.  Frank,  one  of  the  sons  of  Samuel 
and  Mary,  was  born  in  the  Trumbull  county 
home,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  honored  resi- 
dents of  Warren  township,  Portage  county. 
In  Newton  township  of  Trumbull  county  he 
married  Margaret  Christ,  from  Pennsylvania, 
the  eldest  of  her  parents'  four  children.  Left 
an  orphan  when  but  eight  years  of  age,  she 
was  reared  by  an  aunt  at  both  Milton  and 
Berlin,  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  The  young 
couple  after  their  marriage  resided  at  Newton 
Falls,  where  he  followed  contracting  and 
building,  until  coming  to  Charlestown  in  Por- 
tage county  in  1875.  They  lived  there  and  in 
Freedom  until  1888,  when  they  moved  to 
Warren,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Frank  followed  con- 
tracting there  until  1893.  In  that  year  he 
bought  the  farm  in  Warren  township  where  he 
now  resides.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  are.  Pryor  L..  who  is  mentioned  be- 
low ;  Aaron,  whose  home  is  in  Warren,  Ohio ; 
Simon,  of  Ravenna;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Earl  Dunlap,  a  railroad  engineer  at  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio ;  Levi,  who  is  also  residing  in  Ra- 
venna ;  and  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Pryor  L.  Frank  was  born  in  Newton  town- 
ship. Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  December  3, 
1863,  and  learning  the  trade  of  carpentering 
from  his  father  he  worked  with  him  from 
the  age  of  seventeen  until  1890.  During  the 
following  three  years  he  was  a  contractor  in 
Charlestown,  and  then  returning  to  Ravenna 
he  built  his  present  home  here  and  has  since 
been  actively  identified  with  its  business  life. 
In  1905  he  built  a  planing  mill  and  carpenter 
shop,  and  he  is  also  the  proprietor  of  a  retail 
lumber  yard,  where  he  furnishes  employment 
to  from  twenty  to  sixty  men. 

He  married  on  September  2,  1890,  Eva  G. 
Beman,  from  Atwater.  in  Portage  county,  a 
daughter  of  Cassius  and  Sarah  (Mix)  Beman, 
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who  were  also  born  in  the  town  of  Atwater. 
The  two  children  of  this  union  are  Carl  and 
Mary.  Mr.  Frank  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
is  also  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Ravenna. 

Allen  A.  Barber. — With  the  civic  and 
business  history  of  Portage  county  the  name 
of  Allen  A.  Barber  has  been  prominently 
identified,  and  he  stands  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  this  favored  section  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  has  maintained  his  home 
in  Portage  county  from  the  time  of  his  birth 
and.  through  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines, 
is  a  scion  of  old  and  honored  families  of  the 
historic  Western  Reserve.  He  has  been  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  business  in  the  village 
of  Garrettsville  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
and  the  hardware  firm  of  which  he  was  the 
senior  member  now  takes  precedence  as  being 
the  oldest  in  Portage  county.  He  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  native  county, 
where  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
various  offices  of  public  trust  and  where  his 
name  has  ever  stood  synonymous  of  integrity 
afid  honor. 

Allen  A.  Barber  was  born  in  Freedom 
township.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  May  i, 
1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Captain  Harmon  and 
Locena  (Daniels)  Barber.  Harmon  Barber 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  where 
the  family,  which  is  of  stanch  English  stock. 
was  founded  in  the  colonial  era,  and  the  date 
of  his  nativity  was  December  14,  1804.  He 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Barber,  who  came  with 
his  family  from  the  old  Bay  State  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  in  the  early  years  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  numbered  himself  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Nelson  township,  Por- 
tage county,  where  he  secured  a  large  tract 
of  land  and  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  virgin 
forest.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  pub- 
lic and  civic  life  of  this  section  in  the  pioneer 
days  and  was  a  man  of  sterling  character.  He 
and  his  wife  here  passed  the  residue  of  their 
lives,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren. Captain  Harmon  Barber  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  state  and  was  a  young  man  at  the  time 
of  the  family  immigration  to  the  wilds  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  He  assisted  in  the  re- 
clamation of  his  father's  farm  and  eventuallv 


became  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Freedom  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  be  actively  identi- 
fied with  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
in  1845,  at  which  time  he  was  only  forty-one 
years  of  age. 

In  1829  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Captain  Barber  to  Miss  Locena  Daniels,  who 
was  born  in  Freedom  township,  Portage  coun- 
ty, on  November  1,  1809,  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Polly  (Larcomb) 
Daniels,  who  came  from  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  became  early  settlers  of  Portage 
county,  where  the  father  set  to  himself  the 
arduous  task  of  reclaiming  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness  and  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  honored  by 
all  who  knew  them.  Captain  Barber  was  one 
of  the  popular  citizens  of  Portage  county, 
where  he  held  various  public  offices  of  a  local 
order  and  where  he  served  as  captain  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  state  militia.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  Democratic  party  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Calvin 
J.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Rodney,  Iowa;  Allen 
A.,  who  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Chester  T.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
about  forty-one  years ;  Brewster  O,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years ;  and  Polly, 
who  was  about  forty-two  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  demise,  and  she  married  Jerry 
Musser,  of  Garrettsville.  After  the  death  of 
her  first  husband  Mrs.  Locena  Barber  became 
the  wife  of  Paul  Musser,  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Ella,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Musser  survived  her  husband  and  passed  the 
closing  days  of  her  life  in  the  home  of  her 
eldest  son,  Calvin  J.  Barber,  in  Iowa,  where 
she  died  on  December  24,  1873. 

Allen  A.  Barber  passed  his  childhood  days 
on  the  home  farm  and  his  early  advantages  in 
an  educational  way  were  those  afforded  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period. 
When  about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Parkman.  Ohio.  Geauga  county,  where  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  about  three  years 
to  the  trade  of  tinsmith.  He  then  returned 
to  his  native  county  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Garrettsville.  where  he  engaged  in  the 
work  of  his  trade  and  where  he  has  been  con- 
tinuously identified  with  business  interests 
during  the  long  intervening  years,  within 
which  he  has  risen  to  the  position  of  one  of 
the  representative  merchants  and  influential 
citizens  of  his  native  county. 
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In  1857  Mr.  Barber  associated  himself  with 
Enos  C.  Smith  and  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Garrettsville  under  the  firm  name 
of  Barber  &  Smith,  and  this  business  alliance 
continued  without  interruption  until  1883, 
when  Mr.  Smith  bought  Mr.  Barber's  interest 
in  the  hardware  business.  For  a  number  of 
years  Mr.  Barber  has  also  been  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  in  which 
his  agency  controls  a  representative  support. 
He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  realty  in  Gar- 
rettsville and  elsewhere  in  Portage  county  and 
has  made  many  important  transactions  in  the 
real  estate  department  of  his  business. 

In  politics  Air.  Barber  has  ever  been  aligned 
as  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles  and 
policies  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
shown  a  loyal  interest  in  public  affairs,  giving 
his  support  to  enterprises  and  measures  tend- 
ing to  conserve  the  general  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  his  home  town  and  county.  He  has 
served  for  many  years  in  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  which  he  received  his  first 
commission  from  Governor  William  Allen, 
and  he  has  since  been  confirmed  in  the  office 
by  nearly  all  of  the  successive  governors  of 
the  old  Buckeye  commonwealth.  He  was  for 
sixteen  years  a  valued  member  of  the  board 
of  education  of  Garrettsville,  and  during  most 
of  this  period  was  treasurer  of  the  board.  He 
served  four  years  as  postmaster  of  Shalers- 
ville,  during  the  first  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Cleveland,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  treasurer  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  Shalersville  township.  He 
has  been  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
offices  of  county  sheriff  and  county  treasurer, 
and  while  running  ahead  of  his  ticket  was 
unable  to  overcome  the  normal  Republican 
majority  in  the  county.  Mr.  Barber  has  done 
much  to  promote  the  upbuilding  and  general 
progress  of  Garrettsville,  and  his  influence 
has  ever  been  given  in  support  of  all  worthy 
undertakings.  In  view  of  his  life  and  labors 
it  may  well  be  understood  that  he  maintains 
an  impregnable  hold  upon  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community  in  which  practically 
his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  in  which 
he  now  stands  as  one  of  the  venerable  citizens 
and  pioneer  business  men.  He  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Unitarian  church,  as 
did  also  his  first  wife,  and  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  past-master 
of  Mantua  Lodge.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of   Garrettsville.      He   is   also   identified    with 


the  local  council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
and  with  the  Commandery,  Knights  Templar, 
in  Youngstown  and  Warren,  Ohio.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1855,  Mr.  Barber  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Helen  McClintock,  who  was 
born  in  Bloomfield  township,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  in  1832,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Polly  McClintock,  who  were  pio- 
neers of  the  Western  Reserve  and  who  passed 
the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Portage 
county,  where  they  resided  for  many  years. 
Mrs.  Barber  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
in  1896,  and  is  survived  by  four  sons, — Fred- 
erick A.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Mantua,  Portage 
county;  William  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  the  village  of  Kent,  this  county ;  Frank 
A.,  who  is  a  representative  citizen  of  Chagrin 
Falls,  Cuyahoga  county ;  and  George  A.,  who 
is  identified  with  business  interests  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland. 

On  May  7,  1897,  Mr.  Barber  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  as  on  that  date  was  solemn- 
ized his  union  with  Miss  Lucy  Lane,  who  was 
born  in  Windham  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  on  June  25,  1841,  and  who  is  a  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Caroline  (Davis)  Lane,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  a  native  of  Litchfield  coun- 
ty, Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of  Westmore- 
land, Oneida  county,  New  York.  Hiram  Lane 
was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Lane  and  when  he 
was  but  four  years  of  age,  in  1810,  his  parents 
immigrated  from  Connecticut  to  the  Western 
Reserve  and  settled  at  Braceville,  Trumbull 
county,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated 
and  where  he  continued  to  be  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  marriage.  He 
then  took  up  his  residence  in  Windham  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  where  he  became  a 
successful  farmer  and  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  attributes  of  character  and 
was  one  of  the  honored  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community.  His  wife,  who  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  when  a  girl  and  who 
made  her  home  with  an  older  sister  until  her 
marriage,  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  and  her  memory  is  revered  by  all  who 
came  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  influence. 
Mr.  Lane  was  always  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  until  middle  life  Mrs.  Lane  was  a 
Methodist,  but  in  late  life  was  a  member  of 
no  church,  holding  like  her  husband  liberal 
views.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely : 
Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ambrose  B.  Collins, 
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of  Ravenna,  Portage  county;  Lucy,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Barber,  of  this  sketch;  Augusta. 
who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Schooley,  of  Cleve- 
land; and  Helen,  deceased  wife  of  Almearon 
Pierce,  of  Ravenna. 

Airs.  Lucy  (Lane)  Barber  gained  her  pre- 
liminary educational  discipline  in  the  district 
schools  of  her  native  township,  after  which 
she  pursued  her  studies  in  the  graded  school 
at  Farmington,  and  finally  she  was  matricu- 
lated in  Hiram  College,  in  which  fine  old  in- 
stitution she  was  a  student  for  one  year.  She 
was  long  numbered  among  the  successful  and 
popular  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  devoted  her  attention 
to  the  pedagogic  profession  for  the  long  period 
of  seventeen  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  For  ten  years  she  maintained 'her 
home  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  for  four 
years  she  was  a  resident  of  Braceville,  Trum- 
bull county,  where  she  maintained  her  home 
until  her  marriage,  in  1897.  She  is  a  woman 
of  fine  intellectual  attainments  and  gracious 
personality,  and  is  prominent  in  connection 
with  the  religious  and  social  activities  of  Gar- 
rettsville,  where  she  has  the  friendly  regard 
of  all  who  know  her. 

Henry  C.  Kauffman  has  been  numbered 
among  the  business  men  of  Ravenna  since 
February  of  1907,  when  he  came  to  this  city 
and  became  associated  with  H.  J.  Meyers  in 
monumental  work.  Their  work  is  principally 
along  the  line  of  preparing  monuments  and 
laying  flagstone  sidewalks,  and  on  June  1. 
1908.  the  business  was  incorporated  as  a  stock 
company  and  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Ravenna  Monumental  Company.  The  officers 
of  the  company  are  as  follows:  H.  J.  Meyers, 
president ;  E.  P.  Fouse,  vice-president ;  and 
Henry  C.  Kauffman.  secretary  and  treasurer, 
all  men  of  the  highest  standing  in  business 
circles. 

Mr.  Kauffman  was  born  in  Mifflin,  Juniata 
county,  Pennsylvania,  January  28,  1876,  a  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (McCahan)  Kauffman, 
also  from  Mifflin,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  grand- 
son of  Henry  and  Mary  (  Kauffman  )  Kauff- 
man, also  from  the  Keystone  state,  and  of 
Alexander  and  Rebecca  (Custer)  McCahan.  of 
Scotch  parentage.  Mrs.  McCahan  was  a  cou- 
sin of  the  celebrated  General  Custer.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Kauffman  yet  reside  on  a 
farm  in  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania.  Henry 
C.  was  the  third  born  of  their  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  and  the  early  years  of  his  life 


were  spent  on  his  parents  farm,  working  in  the 
fields  during  the  summer  months  and  attend- 
ing the  country  schools  in  the  winters.  Thus 
he  continued  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  and  then  going  to  Akron.  Ohio, 
he  worked  on  farms  in  that  vicinity  for  two 
years.  He  then  worked  in  the  Goodrich  rub- 
ber works  for  nine  years.  At  the  close  of  that 
period,  in  February  of  1907.  he  came  to 
Ravenna  and  has  since  been  prominently 
associated  with  its  interests. 

He  married  on  September  7,  1898,  Ella  Fouse. 
who  was  born  in  Akron,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Edwin  P.  and  Mary  (Rose)  Fouse.  natives 
respectively  of  Stark  and  Summit  counties,  this 
state.  The  children  of  this  union  are  Mary 
Grace  and  Eva  May.  Mr.  Kauffman  upholds 
and  supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal    church. 

George  Wallace  Alvord,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Lake  county  bar,  is  of  a  well-known 
Massachusetts  family,  whose  members  have 
been  identified  with  the  agricultural  and  pro- 
fessional progress  of  this  section  of  the  West-' 
ern  Reserve  since  185 1.  He  is  of  English 
descent,  although  his  ancestors  have  lived  for 
several  generations  in  America.  Gaines  Al- 
vord, his  grandfather,  who  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Xew  Jersey  militia,  dying  at  the  age  of  nearly 
ninety  years.  His  father,  G.  W.  Alvord,  was 
born  in  Granby.  Massachusetts,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  state,  where  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Bush,  a  representative  of  a  prominent 
Xew  England  family.  In  1 85 1  they  migrated 
to  Lake  county,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Madi- 
son. Their  five  sons  and  four  daughters  were 
reared  in  Lake  county. 

Mr.  Alvord,  of  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of 
Concord,  Lake  county,  born  in  1856,  and  ob- 
tained his  education  at  the  Painesville  Union 
schools  and  the  Western  Reserve  College.  In 
1880  he  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar,  and  has 
since  become  a  leading  lawyer.  He  has  mostly 
practiced  alone,  but  in  recent  years  was  con- 
nected with  the  Honorable  A.  G.  Reynolds, 
formerly  speaker  of  the  House  in  the  Ohio 
legislature,  but  upon  Mr.  Reynolds'  elevation 
to  his  present  position  as  judge  of  the  common 
pleas  court,  in  January,  1909.  the  firm  name 
of  "Alvord  &  Reynolds"  was  dropped,  and 
in  April.  [909,  Mr.  Alvord  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Elbert  F.  Blakely,  an  able  lawyer  and 
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present  prosecuting  attorney  of  Lake  county, 
and  the  firm  of  "Alvord  &  Blakely"  carries 
both  dignity,  strength  and  a  high  reputation. 

Mr.  Alvord  is  also  one  of  the  leading  Demo- 
crats of  Lake  county,  and  enjoys  the  honor  of 
having  served  as  the  first  mayor  of  Painesville 
belonging  to  that  party.  He  is  affiliated  with 
Masonry  (  Knights  Templar)  and  Odd  Fellow- 
ship, belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Elks,  and  is  an  honored  citizen  whose  sub- 
stantial character  is  founded  on  intellectual 
ability,  fraternal  traits  and  firm  moral  quali- 
ties. He  married  Miss  Mary  Moodey,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Addison  Moodey,  June 
20,  1895,  a  lady  of  culture  and  prominence  in 
social  circles.  Both  are  active  members  of  the 
Congregational  church,  she  a  lifelong  mem- 
ber and  he  since  1898,  and  none  stand  higher 
in  practical  church  and  charity  labors  than  he 
and  his  good  wife. 

David  L.  Rockwell. — When  it  is  stated  that 
Judge  Rockwell  is  a  scion  in  the  fourth  gen- 
eration of  one  of  the  distinguished  pioneer 
families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  an  indication 
is  at  once  given  of  the  fact  that  the  name  which 
he  bears  has  been  identified  with  the  annals 
of  this  favored  section  of  Ohio  for  a  long 
period  of  years.  In  his  individual  career  he 
has  not  only  upheld  the  high  prestige  of  the 
family  name  but  has  also,  through  official  pre- 
ferments conferred  upon  him,  effectively  set 
at  naught  any  possible  application  of  the 
scriptural  aphorism  that  "a  prophet  is  not  with- 
out honor  save  in  his  own  country."  He  is 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  judge  of  probate  of 
Portage  county,  has  large  and  important  busi- 
ness interests  in  this  county,  and  as  a  loyal 
citizen  and  a  man  of  sterling  characteristics  he 
has  a  secure  place  in  the  conndence  and  esteem 
'of  the  people  among  whom  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed  and  who  arc  familiar  with  every 
stage  of  his  career. 

Judge  David  L.  Rockwell  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Akron.  Summit  county,  Ohio,  on 
August  11,  1877.  and  is  a  son  of  David  L.  and 
Mary  E.  ( Metlin )  Rockwell,  the  former  of 
whom  is  deceased  and  the  latter  of  whom 
maintains  her  home  in  Ravenna,  the  county- 
seat  of  Portage  county.  David  L.  Rockwell, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Franklin  Mills, 
now  known  as  Kent.  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
on  May  13.  1843.  and  he  became  one  of  the 
prominent  members  of  the  bar  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  besides  gaining  precedence  as  a 
banker  and  financier.     He  was  a  man  of  fine 


intellectual  and  professional  attainments  and 
was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  bar  of 
Western  Reserve  for  many  years.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  village  of  Kent  until  1878,  when  he 
removed  to  Ravenna,  the  judicial  center  of  the 
county,  where  he  continued  in  the  active  and 
successful  work  of  his  profession  until  August. 
1884,  when  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw 
from  active  practice  on  account  of  having 
received  an  apoplectic  stroke,  which  induced 
partial  paralysis.  Thereafter  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  exacting  business  interests.  In 
1 88 1  he  organized  the  City  Bank  of  Kent,  and 
he  became  president  of  the  same  at  the  time  of 
its  inception,  retaining  this  chief  executive 
office  until  his  death  and  through  his  inter- 
position and  personal  popularity  making  pos- 
sible the  upbuilding  of  a  substantial  banking 
business.  He  retained  the  presidency  of  the 
bank  for  twenty  years  and  was,  as  already 
stated,  its  executive  head  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  which  occurred  on  May  20,  1901.  He 
was  also  a  stockholder  in  various  manufac- 
turing concerns  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
substantial  capitalists  of  Portage  county.  As  a 
man  and  a  citizen  none  could  claim  a  more  gen- 
erous measure  of  popular  confidence  and  re- 
spect, and  by  very  virtue  of  his  strong  and  noble 
character  he  drew  to  himself  and  held  the 
most  inviolable  friendships.  In  politics  he 
accorded  an  uncompromising  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party,  of  whose  principles  and 
policies  he  was  a  most  effective  exponent.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  work  of 
his  party  and  represented  the  same  as  a  dele- 
gate to  its  state  and  county  conventions,  as 
well  as  in  national  convention.  In  a  fra- 
ternal way  he  was  identified  with  the  time- 
honored  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he  was 
affiliated  with  Ravenna  Lodge,  No.  12,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  He  was  identified  with 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  as  was  also 
his  father,  and  he  was  ever  liberal  and  zeal- 
ous in  his  support  of  the  various  departments 
of  parochial  and  diocesan  work. 

This  honored  citizen  bore  the  full  patro- 
nymic of  his  father  and  transmitted  the  same 
in  turn  to  his  son.  who  figures  as  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  review.  Thus  Judge 
Rockwell  is  a  grandson  of  David  L.  Rock- 
well (1),  who  was  a  native  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut  and  a  member  of  a  family  whose 
founding  in  New  England  dates  back  to  the 
early  colonial  period  of  our  national  history 
The  grandfather  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
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when  a  boy.  and  his  father.  Harvey  Rockwell, 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ashtabula 
county,  where  he  took  up  his  abode  about  the 
year  1820.  David  L.  Rockwell  (1)  came  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  between  the  years  1835 
and  1838  and  first  settled  in  Brimfield  town- 
ship, where  he  initiated  the  reclamation  of  a 
farm,  but  in  1840  he  removed  to  Franklin 
Mills,  now  the  village  of  Kent,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  trade  and 
became  one  of  the  first  business  men  of  the 
village,  even  as  was  he  an  honored  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Portage  county.  He  repre- 
sented this  county  in  the  state  legislature  for 
two  terms  and  was  otherwise  prominent  in 
connection  with  public  affairs  of  a  local  order. 
His  political  support  was  given  to  the  Whig 
party  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  when  he  identified  himself  with  the  lat- 
ter, whose  principles  and  policies  thereafter 
received  his  zealous  advocacv. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Metlin)  Rockwell,  the 
mother  of  Judge  Rockwell,  was  born  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  January  15,  1843.  and  's  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  J.  and  Eliza  (Jennison)  Metlin,  who 
likewise  became  honored  pioneers  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Mr.  Metlin  came  to  Ohio  from 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Akron  about  the  year 
1815,  at  which  time  that  now  populous  and 
thriving  city  was  a  mere  hamlet  in  a  section  of 
country  which  was  but  in  small  part  reclaimed 
from  the  primeval  forest.  Summit  county,  of 
which  Akron  is  now  the  county-seat,  was  then 
a  part  of  Portage  county.  Mrs.  Rockwell  sur- 
vives her  honored  husband  and  resides  in 
Ravenna,  where  she  is  held  in  affectionate 
regard  by  all  who  know  her.  Of  the  three 
children  Judge  Rockwell,  of  this  sketch,  is 
the  youngest ;  Mary  R.  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
D.  Hinman,  of  Ravenna ;  and  Dorena  is  the 
wife  of  Lardner  V.  Morris,  of  Garden  City, 
Long  Island,   New  York. 

Judge  Rockwell  was  about  eighteen  months 
old  at  the  time  his  parents  removed  from 
the  village  of  Kent  to  Ravenna,  and  in  the 
latter  city  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  After 
duly  availing  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the 
public  schools  he  continued  his  studies  in  the 
Western  Reserve  Academy,  at  Hudson,  and 
later  entered  historic  old  Kenyon  College,  at 
Gambier,  Ohio.  After  leaving  college  he  re- 
turned to  the  village  of  Kent,  and  with  the 
business  interests  of  this  place  he  has  since 
been  prominently  identified,  having  been  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  various  enterprises  until 


the  latter's  death.  He  is  vice-president  of  the 
City  Banking  Company  of  Kent,  of  which  his 
father  was  the  founder,  as  has  been  noted  in 
a  preceding  paragraph ;  he  is  a  director  of  the 
Seneca  Chair  Company,  of  Kent,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  incorpor- 
ators ;  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  directo- 
rate of  both  the  Kent  Industrial  Company  and 
the  Independent  Tack  Company,  likewise 
important  industrial  concerns  of  Kent  and  of 
the  Western  Reserve. 

Judge  Rockwell  is  a  most  loyal  and  enthusi- 
astic advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  he  has  been  an 
influential  factor  in  its  affairs  in  his  native 
state  for  a  number  of  years,  though  he  is  still 
a  young  man.  In  1900  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Democratic  national  convention,  held  in 
Kansas  City,  and  he  was  made  secretary  of  the 
Ohio  delegation  to  this  convention  and  also  the 
Ohio  member  of  the  notification  committee 
appointed  to  formally  impart  to  the  vice- 
presidential  candidate  of  the  party  the  news 
of  his  nomination.  From  1898  to  the  present 
time  he  has  represented  Portage  county  in 
every  Democratic  state  convention  in  Ohio, 
and  for  two  terms,  1902-03,  he  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  state  executive  committee  of 
his  party.  From  1904  to  1908  he  represented 
the  nineteenth  congressional  district  of  Ohio 
as  a  member  of  the  state  central  committee  and 
was  vice-chairman  of  the  same.  In  1908  he 
was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  lieutenant 
governor,  but  met  defeat  with  the  remainder 
of  the  party  ticket  in  the  state,  though  he 
made  an  excellent  showing  at  the  polls. 

On  April  4,  1900,  Judge  Rockwell  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  village  of  Kent,  and  so 
satisfactory  was  his  administration  that  he 
was  elected  as  his  own  successor  in  April. 
1902.  In  the  following  November  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  probate 
court  of  Portage  county,  whereupon  he 
resigned  the  mayoralty  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Ravenna,  the  capital  of  the  county. 
In  November.  1905,  he  was  re-elected  pro- 
bate judge,  and  he  has  since  remained  incum- 
bent of  this  office,  whose  affairs  he  has  handled 
with  marked  ability  and  discrimination.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  is  a  commun- 
icant, holding  membership  in  the  parish  of 
Grace  church,  in  Ravenna.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  the 
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Maccabees,  and  the  Kenyon   College  chapter 
of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity. 

In  the  year  1900  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Judge  Rockwell  to  Miss  Catherine 
Arighi,  daughter  of  Peter  Arighi,  of  Kent, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
Catherine,  who  was  born  Xevember  16,  1908. 
Mrs.  Rockwell  is  prominent  in  connection  with 
the  social  activities  of  Ravenna. 

Sanford  M.  Downing  was  born  on  the 
lake  shore,  one  mile  west  of  his  present  resi- 
dence, December  26,  1845,  and  's  a  son  0I 
William  and  Eliza  (Simmons)  Downing. 
William  Downing  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  He  mar- 
ried Eliza  Simmons,  January  1,  1829;  she  was 
born  December  22,  1808,  and  was  four  years 
his  junior.  Soon  after  her  marriage  she  chased 
a  fawn  nearly  half  a  mile  in  the  endeavor  to 
catch  it:  it  got  caught  in  a  brush,  but  just  as 
she  reached  to  take  hold  of  its  leg,  it  escaped. 
Her  father,  Peleg  Simmons,  at  one  time  shot 
a  deer  on  its  horns,  stunning  it  so  that  it  fell, 
but  just  as  he  reached  its  side  and  prepared 
to  cut  its  throat  it  jumped  up  and  rushed 
towards  him ;  after  a  struggle,  he  managed  to 
get  a  small  tree  between  its  horns  and  put 
his  knife  into  its  neck  so  as  to  bleed  it.  Peleg 
Simmons  was  a  minute  man  in  the  Revo- 
lution, and  also  served  in  a  man-of-war  during 
the  war.  He  was  born  June  3,  1761,  and 
married  May  22,  1788,  his  wife  Amy,  who 
was  burn  April  21,  1765.  Mr.  Simmons  was 
from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  when  his 
daughter  Eliza  was  a  young  girl  he  removed 
with  bis  family  to  Ohio,  so  she  saw  and  ex- 
perienced the  rigors  of  frontier  life.  They 
settled  on  the  farm  on  the  lake  shore,  now 
occupied  by  their  grandson,  Nathan  T.  Down- 
ing. Peleg  Simmons  died  in  1854,  in  his 
ninety-third  year,  and  his  widow  died  one 
year  later,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  He 
had  cleared  land  and  had  a  fine  fifty-acre 
farm. 

William  Downing  secured  land  adjoining 
that  of  his  father-in-law,  along  the  lake,  and 
made  a  farm  of  100  acres,  which  he  kept  add- 
ing to  until  he  owned  400  acres,  and  his  life 
was  afterwards  devoted  to  the  improvement 
and  work  of  this  farm.  He  died  March  1, 
1878,  aged  seventy-four,  and  his  widow  died 
March  20,  1883,  in  her  seventy-fifth  year. 
They  spent  their  last  years  in  the  old  home 
of  her  father.  Mr.  Downing  having  purchased 
it    of    Horace    Simmons,    her    eldest    brother. 


Her  parents  both  were  dead,  and  she  was  the 
last  of  the  Simmons  family  of  seven  children, 
who  were:  Amy,  Reuben,  Peleg,  Horace,  Be- 
linda, John  and  Eliza. 

William  and  Eliza  Downing's  children  were : 
Andrew,  died  when  past  forty ;  William,  of 
Belton,  Cass  county,  Missouri ;  Myron  died 
in  1861,  aged  twenty-eight;  Eliza,  married 
William  Woods,  of  Fresno,  California;  Maria, 
married  James  Campbell,  and  died  when  forty- 
three  years  of  age ;  George,  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri ;  Sanford  M. ;  and  Nathan  P.,  on  the 
old  Simmons  and  Downing  homestead. 

Sanford  M.  Downing  served  three  years  in 
the  Civil  war,  enlisting  August  8,  1862,  in 
Company  C,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  though  at  the  time  not  yet  seven- 
teen. He  was  detailed  as  a  drummer,  and  be- 
came drum  major  of  the  regiment;  he  saw 
active  service,  and  the  regiment  band  kept 
intact  twenty-two  pieces,  his  own  instrument 
being  the  small  drum.  As  a  boy  he  had  been 
taught  to  play  by  the  old  fifer,  Corydon  Hyde, 
and  Jerry  Campbell,  a  good  snare  drummer, 
and  he  began  to  play  with  them,  so  he  was 
well  qualified  to  fill  the  post  of  drummer  boy. 
During  battles  they  were  organized  into  mar- 
tial band  of  fifes  and  drums,  in  case  of  march 
or  battle.  This  experience  was  enough  to 
try  the  mettle  of  a  young  boy,  and  of  con- 
siderable value  in  the  formation  of  his  char- 
acter. His  brother,  George  A.  Downing,  also 
served  three  years  as  private  in  the  same  regi- 
ment. 

Sanford  M.  Downing  rented  his  father's 
farm  until  securing  his  present  one,  nearly 
thirty  years  ago.  He  has  twenty-one  and 
one-half  acres  in  the  home  piece,  and  in  all 
has  109  acres,  in  three  pieces.  He  has  forty- 
seven  and  one-half  acres  of  what  was  his 
father's  first  home,  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
the  Lost  Nation  road.  For  many  years  he 
carried  on  general  farming;  his  home  place 
borders  on  the  lake,  as  does  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Mr.  Downing  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  for  years  served  in  conventions.  For  three 
terms  he  was  justice  of  the  peace.  For  ten 
years  continuously  he  served  as  township 
trustee,  and  has  also  held  other  minor  offices, 
until  he  refused  to  serve  longer.  He  has  a 
fine  home,  in  good  surroundings,  and  thor- 
oughly enjoys  it.  He  is  a  member  and  trustee 
in  the  Plain  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Downing  married  September  10,  1866,  Sarah 
Eliza  Kellev,  who  was  born  in  New  York  and 
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came  to  Ohio  when  a  young  girl,  being  nine- 
teen years  old  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
They  have  three  children,  namely:  Frank,  in 
a  confectionery  store,  in  Cleveland :  Vernon 
in  Redlands.  California  ;  and  Angie,  living  at 
home. 

Henry  L.  Spelman. — A  keen-sighted,  wide- 
awake business  man,  Henry  L.  Spelman,  of 
Kent,  is  widely  known  throughout  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  Reserve  in  connection 
with  many  of  the  leading  industries  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  being  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
.ce.  coal  and  produce.  A  native  of  Portage 
county.  (  )hio,  he  was  born  February  21,  1852, 
in  Rootstown.  coming  from  pioneer  stock,  his 
Grandfather  Spelman  having  been  among  the 
original  settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve,  mi- 
grating tn  Ohio  from   Massachusetts. 

Marcus  F.  Spelman.  father  of  Henry  L., 
was  born  in  Granville.  Hampden  county, 
Massachusetts,  and  at  the  age  of  eight  years 
came  with  the  family  to  Portage  county.  He 
married  Mary  Ann  Reed,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  181 1.  in  Rootstown,  Ohio,  where 
her  father,  Abram  Reed,  was  an  early  pioneer, 
having  settled  there  on  coming  to  Portage 
county  from  Connecticut,  his  native  state. 
The  married  life  of  Marcus  and  Mary  A. 
Spelman  covered  a  period  of  sixty-nine  years, 
both  living  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-one 
rears.  Of  the  six  children  born  of  their  union, 
three  died  in  infancy,  and  three  are  now,  in 
19x19,  living,  namely:  Comfort  A.,  wife  of 
\.  R.  Collins,  of  Rootstown:  Asa  M..  of 
Rootstown;  and  Henry  L..  of  this  brief  bio- 
graphical sketch. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  having  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  the  district  school.  Henry 
L.  Spelman  began  life  for  himself,  measuring 
his  own  ability,  and  hewing  his  way  straight 
to  the  line  thus  marked  nut.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Rootstown.  After  five  years  he 
engaged  in  the  produce  business.  About  1882 
he  moved  his  office  and  business  to  Canton, 
being  thus  engaged  until  1900.  In  the  mean- 
time in  [890  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  ice  business  in  Canton,  where  he 
still  carrie>  on  the  business,  supervising  it 
from  Kent.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  ice.  having  large  ice 
houses  at  Brady  Lake.  Congress  Lake  and 
Silver  Lake,  in  addition  tn  having  a  large 
wholesale  ice  trade  in  Kent.  Mr.  Spelman  is 
financiallv    connected   with    the    City    Ice    De- 


livery Company  of  Cleveland,  and  as  a  dealer 
in  produce  has  a  large  warehouse  in  Ravenna, 
in  this  particular  line  of  industry  dealing 
largely  in  potatoes  and  onions. 

On  September  9,  1874;  Mr.  Spelman  mar- 
ried Julia  A.  Burt,  who  was  born  in  Brimfield 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of  Washington  and  Electra  Burt,  both  natives 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  She  is  of  excellent 
New  England  ancestry,  her  Grandfather  Burt 
having  been  born  in  Connecticut,  while  her 
Grandfather  Babcock,  her  mother's  father, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spelman  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Comfort  C.  wife  of  Charles  \Y. 
Mathivet,  of  Cleveland  :  Marcus  Burt,  of  Kent ; 
and  Rollin  H..  who  has  charge  of  his  father's 
business  in  Canton.  Politically  Mr.  Spelman 
is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause, 
during  the  local  option  fight  having  been  a 
member  of  the  county  committee. 

Edward  W.  Horning  is  the  president  of 
the  Portage  Lumber  Company,  one  of  the 
leading  industrial  institutions  of  Ravenna 
as  well  as  of  Portage  county.  He  was  made 
the  president  of  the  company  on  July  1.  1905, 
at  the  time  of  its  organization,  Henry  Horn- 
ing, of  Kent,  being  made  the  vice  president 
and  Henry  Paulus  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Soon  after  the  organization  the  company 
bought  a  saw  and  planing  mill  and  other  prop- 
erty, and  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  sale 
ami  manufacture  of  lumber.  Mr.  Horning 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation and  clerk  of  Randolph  township.  His 
politics  are  Democratic. 

Mr.  Horning  was  born  in  Randolph  town- 
ship, Portage  county.  Ohio.  May  15.  1867, 
a  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Rothermel  1 
Horning,  who  were  born  in  Germany.  George 
and  Margaret  Horning,  his  paternal  grand- 
parents, and  Peter  and  Margaret  Rothermel, 
his  grandparents  on  the  maternal  side,  all 
emigrated  from  the  fatherland  of  German) 
tn  America  in  1838.  and  coming  to  Portage 
county.  Ohio,  they  located  their  homes  on 
heavily  timbered  land  in  Randolph  township. 
Andrew  and  Mary  Horning  after  their  mar- 
riage also  located  in  Randolph  township,  and 
they  became  owners  of  land  both  there  and 
in  Suffield  township.  The  father  died  at  his 
home  in  Randolph  township  in  September, 
1002.  and  his  widow  has  since  made  her  home 
with  a  daughter.  Mrs.  M.  Konkle.  in  Ravenna. 
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Edward  W.  Horning,  the  fifth  born  of  his 
parents  nine  children,  five  sons  and  tour 
daughters,  remained  in  the  parental  home  un- 
til his  marriage,  although  from  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  with  two  brothers  con- 
ducted a  saw  mill  in  Randolph  township.  In 
1906  their  property  was  merged  into  the 
Portage  Lumber  Company,  and  as  above  stated 
Mr.  Horning  became  the  president  of  the 
company.  He  married  on  February  23,  1892, 
Fronia  Shuman,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
township  of  Randolph,  and  she  is  a  daughter 
of  Philip  and  Margaret  (Bauer)  Shuman, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Shrader)  Shuman  and  Philip  and  Alary 
( Knapp )  Bauer,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
( Germany.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horning:  Ruth  G.,  on  De- 
cember 31,  1892  ;  Clotilda  R.,  August  30,  1894  ; 
Gertrude  E.,  November  18,  1896;  Mary  C,  • 
August  11,  1898;  Margaret,  July  8,  1901  ; 
and  Claud  H.,  December  16,  1906.  The  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  at 
Ravenna,  in  which  Mr.  Horning  has  served 
as  a  councilman  for  two  years,  and  during 
twelve  years  he  held  the  same  office  in  the 
church  in  Randolph.  He  is  a  member  and 
was  for  four  years  the  recording  secretary  of 
the  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association, 
Branch   Xo.    100. 

Corwin  Newton  Payne,  well  known  as  a 
promoter  of  the  dairy,  agricultural  and  busi- 
ness interests  of  Conneaut  township,  Ashta- 
bula county,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  substantial  families  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Through  Moses  Paine,  a  native  of 
England,  it  was  transplanted  to  America  in 
1630,  and  found  its  first  abiding  place  at  Brain- 
tree  (now  Quincy).  This  original  emigrant 
became  a  citizen  of  large  property  and  high 
position,  owning  large  tracts  of  land  in  Cam- 
bridge and  Concord,  and  near  the  Blue  Hills 
of  Massachusetts.  He  died  in  June,  1643.  nav~ 
ing  been  married  twice — first  to  Elizabeth 
I 'ares  and  secondly  to  Judith  Pares — and  be- 
came the  father  of  Moses,  Elizabeth  and 
Stephen,  all  born  in  England.  Stephen  was 
born  in  1628,  settled  at  Braintree  with  his 
father,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Hannah  Bass  in 
[66]  had  the  following  children:  Stephen, 
Samuel,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Moses,  John  and 
Lydia.  Stephen  Paine,  of  the  third  generation, 
was  born  March  8,  1652:  married  Miss  Ellen 
Veasey  February  20.  1(182,  and  died  in  1690. 
Their   children    were    Stephen.    Ellen.    Samuel. 


who  died  an  infant,  and  the  Samuel  who 
continued  this  branch  of  the  family  genealogy. 
The  last  named  was  born  April  14,  1689 ;  mar- 
ried Susanna  Ruggles  November  5,  1778,  and 
by  her  became  the  father  of  Susanna,  Eleanor, 
Joseph  (who  died  an  infant)  and  Joseph  Rug- 
gles Paine,  who  reached  manhood  and  reared 
a  family  to  perpetuate  the  name.  Born  in 
Braintree  June  30,  1735,  he  married  Mehitable 
Giddings,  in  1758.  The  family  moved  to  Ash- 
field,  Massachusetts,  in  1767,  and  the  husband 
died  there  February  18,  1831.  Among  the 
many  creditable  features  of  nis  career  was  his 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Paine  were 
Joseph,  Abel,  Ruggles,  Asa,  Benjamin  and 
two  daughters.  By  his  marriage  to  Anna  Bil- 
lings, Joseph  Paine  had  two  children — Samuel 
and  Joseph,  the  latter  replacing  the  old  spell- 
ing of  the  family  name  by  Payne.  Joseph 
Payne  spent  most  of  the  year  1856  at  Con- 
neaut, but  returned  to  his  native  town  of  Ash- 
field,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  about  two 
years  later.  Joseph  Payne,  who  was  born  in 
Ashfield,  September  12,  1796,  came  to<  Con- 
neaut township  in  1836.  and  died  at  Conneaut 
in  1843,  his  wife  (Polly  Mallory),  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1798,  also  spent  her  last  years 
at  that  place.  Their  children  were :  Lexana, 
Newton  B..  Jane,  Cyrenus  M..  Calista,  Carlton 
J.,  Caroline  and  Julia,  the  second  son  (  New- 
ton i',.  ).  mentioned  becoming  the  father  of 
Corwin  N.  Payne. 

Newton  B.  Payne  was  born  in  Deerfield. 
Massachusetts,  on  September  12.  1821  ;  came 
to  Ohio  in  1836  and  married  Sarah  Ann 
Thompson  October  7.  1842.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church, 
and  such  a  farmer  patriot  as  would  be  ex- 
pected from  his  Massachusetts  stock.  At  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  his  health 
was  greatly  impaired,  so  that  he  was  unable 
to  join  the  Lhiion  ranks  at  the  front.  But  his 
services  at  home  were  far  greater  than  if  he 
had  simply  shouldered  a  musket,  and  used  it 
well :  for  he  became  one  of  the  most  active 
recruiting  officers  of  the  county,  and  also  paid 
a  substitute  to  perform  the  part  of  an  actual 
soldier  in  the  field.  He  died  at  Conneaut,  on 
August  25.  1883.  His  wife  (  mother  of  Cor- 
win N. )  was  the  daughter  of  Zebadiah  and 
Polly  Thompson,  and  settled  at  Conneaut  with 
her  parents  about  1830.  By  her  marriage  to 
Newton  B.  Payne  she  became  the  mother  of 
Corwin  N..  Adelbert  O.  and  Corda  S.  |  Mrs. 
Harrison  A.  Andrews). 
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Corwin  X.  Payne  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  Conneaut  township,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  entered  Hillsdale  College  for  a  regu- 
lar course  of  four  years.  On  account  of  his 
father's  ill  health,  however.,  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  college  before  completing  his  senior  year, 
and  returned  to  the  home  farm,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  some  time,  in  addition  to  operating 
a  large  dairy  and  a  cheese  factory.  In  1895 
Air.  Payne  rented  the  farm  and  moved  to  Col- 
linwood,  where  for  three  years  he  was  engaged 
as  a  contractor  and  a  builder.  Again  return- 
ing to  Conneaut,  he  sold  the  home  place  to  W. 
A.  Wheeler  and  has  been  continuously  engaged 
in  business  as  a  painter,  paper  hanger  and  gen- 
eral building  contractor.  He  has  always  had 
a  strong  aversion  to  all  official  or  public  life, 
and.  outside  of  his  agricultural  and  business 
affairs,  has  been  content  with  the  pleasures  and 
comforts  of  the  domestic  circle,  which  often 
includes  not  only  his  children  but  his  grand- 
children. Both  Air.  and  Mrs.  Payne  are  ac- 
tively and  prominently  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  First  Paptist  Church  of  Conneaut.  of  which 
the  former  is  one  of  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Payne  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Lydia  E.  Allen,  born  May  18,  1845, 
daughter  of  D.  C.  and  Rachael  L.  Allen.  Mr. 
Allen  was  publisher  of  the  Conneaut  Reporter 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  postmaster  of  the  place 
for  six  years,  and  a  member  of  the  Ohio  legis- 
lature— altogether  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Ashtabula  county.  Mrs.  Lydia  E.  Payne 
died  September  1,  1882,  and,  as  his  second 
wife.  Mr.  Payne  married  her  sister,  Mary  E., 
born  at  Conneaut  December  28,  1857. 

The  following  are  the  descendants  of  Cor- 
win  X.  Payne  and  Lydia  (Allen)  Payne: 

(a)  Stella  L.  Payne,  born  July  8,  1869.  who 
married  W.  A.  Wheeler,  Xovember  29,  1893, 
and  their  children  are :  Corwin  D.  Wheeler, 
born  December  7,  1895  ;  Helen  Wheeler,  born 
February  7,  1897;  Mable  Wheeler,  born  Au- 
gust 19,  1900;  Dora  Wheeler,  born  May  4, 
1906;  and  Dorotbv  Wheeler,  born  March  29, 
1908. 

(b)  Anna  L.  Payne,  born  March  14,  1871, 
married  Fred  Amidon,  June  17,  1898.  and  their 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  born  Februarv  8, 
1904. 

(c)  Adelbert  C.  Payne,  born  January  16, 
1874,  married  Florence  Chapin,  July  3,  1900, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters — 
Lydia,  born  April  25,  1903,  and  Isabelle,  who 
was  born  May  0.  1904,  and  died  September  24, 
1904. 


(d)  Stephen  Wayland  Payne,  born  Septem- 
ber i_>,  1879,  married  Theressie  Johnson,  De- 
cember 4,  1 901,  and  their  son,  Corwin  Newton 
Payne,  was  born  March  12,  1903.  All  of  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Corwin  X.  Payne  now  reside  at  Conneaut, 
Ohio. 

Henry  Schultz,  a  prominent  business  man 
in  Ravenna,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  first 
families  to  seek  a  home  in  Randolph  township 
of  Portage  county.  During  the  early  and 
formative  period  of  1833  Adam  Schultz,  his 
father,  made  his  way  to  this  township  and 
purchased  a  little  tract  of  eight  acres  in  the 
dense  woods,  and  so  dense  was  the  timber  on 
his  little  farm  that  he  had  to  cut  away  a  space 
sufficiently  large  to  erect  the  primitive  log 
cabin.  Both  he  and  his  father  labored  earnestly 
and  faithfully  in  the  upbuilding  and  improve- 
ment of  the  township,  and  they  are  numbered 
among  its  founders  and  benefactors.  It  was 
in  this  township  also  that  Adam  Schultz  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Beissel,  from 
his  own  native  Baden.  Germany,  and  here  they 
lived  and  labored  for  many  years  and  here 
thev  were  finally  laid  to  rest.  There  were 
seven  children  in  the  family  of  this  pioneer 
couple,  namely :  Peter,  who  died  at  Xashville, 
Tennessee,  while  serving  his  country  in  the 
Civil  war ;  Eva,  the  widow  of  Jacob  Ginter 
and  a  resident  of  Akron,  Ohio ;  Adam,  whose 
home  is  also  in  that  city ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Lanbert,  of  Randolph  township ; 
Henry,  who  is  mentioned  below ;  William, 
whose  home  is  in  Ravenna ;  and  Albert,  a 
twin  of  William,  who  died  in  the  year  of 
1906. 

Henry  Schultz  was  born  in  Randolph  town- 
ship on  May  4,  1855,  and  when  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  went 
to  Akron,  Ohio,  and  for  four  and  three-quar- 
ter years  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness' there.  Selling  his  interests  there  to  a 
brother  he  engaged  in  the  tin,  iron  and  slate 
roofing  business  in  Suffield  township,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1889  he  moved  this  business  to 
Ravenna.  With  the  passing  years  he  has  en- 
larged his  interests  until  now  he  is  one  of 
the  city's  leading  business  men  and  a  large 
property  owner,  his  holdings  including  a 
splendid  residence  and  a  fine  business  block. 
In  1898  he  established  business  in  Kent,  but 
in  1905  he  sold  his  interests  there  and  has 
since  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  exten- 
sive interests  in  Ravenna.     During  the  sum- 
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mer  months  he  gives  employment  on  an  aver- 
age to  fourteen  workmen  and  during  the  win- 
ter months  he  furnishes  employment  to  about 
six  workmen. 

Mr.  Schultz  married  in  June,  1879,  Ida  A. 
Moatz,  who  was  born  in  Suffield  township, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Agney)  Moatz,  from  Germany. 
The  children  of  this  union  are:  Edith,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Anetta,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Harry  Walter  and  died  at  East  Can- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  in  1906,  leaving  a  son, 
Joseph  Walter ;  Floyd,  whose  home  is  in  Ra- 
venna:  and  Clinton,  who  is  studying  to  be- 
come a  chemist.  Air.  Schultz  is  a  worthy 
member  of  and  since  1907  has  served  as  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  church  at  Ra- 
venna. He  also  has  membership  relations 
with  both  the  Odd  Fellows  order  and  the 
Encampment  at  Ravenna. 

Frank  W.  Barber. — Among  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  Kent,  Portage  county,  F.  W. 
Barber  occupies  a  position  of  note,  being  well 
known  as  an  insurance  agent,  and  popular  in 
both  business  and  social  circles.  The  son  of 
Charles  H.  Barber,  he  was  born,  December 
7,  1882,  in  Kent,  coming  from  thrifty  and 
honored  New  England  ancestry. 

Charles  H.  Barber  was  born  and  reared  in 
East  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Soon  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-fifth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry, 
was  made  corporal  of  his  company,  and  with 
his  comrades  went  to  the  front  in  defense  of 
his  country.  He  participated  in  many  engage- 
ments of  importance,  and  in  1864,  at  the  siege 
of  Port  Hudson,  lost  an  arm.  Soon  after 
receiving  his  honorable  discharge  from  the 
service,  he  came  to  Portage  county,  locating, 
in  1865,  in  Kent,  where  he  subsequently  re- 
sided until  his  death,  in  1904.  He  was  held 
in  high  respect  as  a  man  of  ability  and  honor, 
and  served  most  acceptably  for  four  years  as 
postmaster.  He  belonged  to  A.  H.  Day  Post. 
G.  A.  R.,  and  was  active  in  the  management 
of  its  affairs.  Religiously  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  I  Ie  married 
Clementine  Parsons,  who  was  born  in  Brim- 
field  township.  Portage  county,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  Parsons.  A  native  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Parsons  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  about  1830,  and  after  living  a 
short  time  in  Cleveland  located  permanently 
in  Brimfield  township,  Portage  county,  where 
he  bought  land,  and   in  addition   to   following 


his  trade  of  a  carpenter  was  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  for  many  years.  He  was  prom- 
inent in  public  affairs,  and  in  1835  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Episcopal  parish  of 
Kent,  and  for  thirty  years  served  as  senior 
warden  of  the  church  of  that  denomination. 
He  was  also,  for  a  time,  postmaster  at  Brim- 
field.  He  married  Clementine  Janes,  and  their 
family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  with 
the  exception  of  the  oldest  child,  were  all 
born  in  the  Western  Reserve.  Three  of  the 
children  settled  in  Kent,  and  here  reared  their 
families,  while  two  located  in  Akron,  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Barber  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  one  daughter  and  five 
sons,  and  of  these  two  of  the  sons  have  passed 
to  the  life  beyond.  One  son,  William  H., 
resides  in  Cleveland;  the  son  Edward  lives  in 
Merida,  Yucatan ;  the  daughter,  Clementine 
Barber,  married  Harry  R.  Hall,  who  was  born 
in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  but  now  resides  with 
his  family  in  Catasauqua,  Pennsylvania.  One 
son,  Arthur  O.  Barber,  entered  the  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  was 
drowned  while  in  bathing.  The  third  son  in 
succession  of  birth,  Charles,  died  when  four 
years  of  age. 

The  fifth  child  of  the  parental  household, 
and  the  only  member  of  the  family  residing 
in  Kent,  F.  W.  Barber  was  graduated  from 
the  Kent  high  school,  after  which  he  was 
book-keeper  for  one  and  one-half  years  in  the 
Kent  National  Bank,  and  then  served  in  the 
same  capacity,  for  an  equal  length  of  time, 
with  the  Williams  Brothers  Milling  Company. 
In  1905  Mr.  Barber  bought  out  the  Smith 
Insurance  Agency,  and  has  since  carried  on 
a  substantial  business  as  an  agent  for  fire,  life, 
and  accident  insurance,  and  in  addition  to  this 
handles  coal  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  Barber  married,  in  June,  1907,  Blanche 
Walker,  daughter  of  Osker  J.  and  Martha  A. 
Walker,  of  Kent.  Politically  Mr.  Barber  is 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  religiously  he  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

Homer  J.  Myers. — The  name  of  Homer  J. 
Myers  is  prominently  associated  with  monu- 
mental work  in  Ravenna,  and  he  is  now  the 
president  of  the  Ravenna  Monumental  Works. 
He  was  but  a  boy  of  nineteen  when  he  became 
associated  with  his  line  of  business,  working 
first  for  a  company  at  Akron.  Ohio,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years.  Entering  then 
the  employ  of  the  Goodrich  Rubber  Company 
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he  was  associated  with  that  corporation  until 
coming  to  Ravenna  in  May  of  1904,  and  enter- 
ing into  a  partnership  with  I.  J.  Baylor  in 
monumental  work.  After  two  years  Mr. 
Myers  bought  his  partner's  interest,  and  then 
with  II.  V.  Kauffman  the  business  was  carried 
on  until  formed  into  a  stock  company  in  June. 
1908,  under  the  name  of  the  Ravenna  Monu- 
mental Works.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are  Homer  J.  Myers,  president ;  E.  P.  Fouse, 
the  vice-president ;  and  H.  C.  Kauffman,  the 
secretary    and    treasurer. 

Mr.  Myers  was  born  in  Greene  township. 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  September  17,  1877. 
His  father,  John  S.  Myers,  was  born  in  Ham- 
burg. Germany,  and  in  1857  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  United  States.  His  father, 
Ernest  Myers,  a  tanner,  died  at  Akron,  Ohio/ 
where  the  family  had  first  located  on  coming 
to  this  country,  about  the  year  of  1893.  His 
son  John  was  reared  in  that  city,  and  there  he 
learned  and  followed  the  tanner's  trade  for 
some  years.  But  being  obliged  to  give  up 
that  occupation  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  moving 
to  Myersville?  this  state,  his  present  home, 
in  1895.  He  has  been  a  second  time  married, 
for  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  Homer  J. 
Myers,  died  on  April  15.  1907.  She  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lucinda  Kreighbaum,  and 
was  born  in  Greene  township.  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Kreighbaum.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Mvers  married  Levina 
Hall. 

Homer  J.  Myers,  the  seventh  born  of  his 
parents  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters,  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age  when 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  having  in 
the  meantime  attended  the  public  and  high 
schools,  and  he  has  since  supplemented  this 
training  by  a  course  at  the  correspondence 
school  at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania.  The  first 
five  years  of  his  business  life  were  spent  at 
farm  labor,  and  his  time  since  then  has  been 
principally  devoted  to  his  present  line  of  work. 
On  March  22.  [889,  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Ounoy  May  Fouse,  of  Akron.  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  E.  P.  and  Alary  (Rose)  Fouse, 
who  were  from  Summit  comity,  this  state. 
She  is  a  granddaughter  on  the  paternal  side 
of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Gardy)  Fouse, 
and  on  the  maternal  of  John  and  Sarah  (Gar- 
ble  1  Rose,  both  families  coming  from  Penn- 
sylvania. Four  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers:  Thelma  1...  who  was 
born  on    February  S.    [902;    Beulah   May,  on 


August  13,  1903  ;  Leland  Kenneth,  on  February 
13,  1906;  and  Fern  Elizabeth,  born  May  3. 
1909.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  Ravenna,  of  which  Mr. 
Myers  is  the  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
fraternal  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Ravenna, 
Lodge  No.  65. 

Herbert  C.  Eckert. — When  the  voters  of 
the  thriving  little  city  of  Kent,  Portage 
county,  elected  Herbert  C.  Eckert  to  the  office 
of  mayor  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
chose  him  as  his  own  successor,  they  certified 
fully  the  estimate  placed  upon  this  popular 
citizen  in  the  community  and  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  is  a  scion  in  the  third  gener- 
ation of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families 
•  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  in  Kent  and  is  known  as  a 
progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen. — one 
in  whose  hands  were  safely  entrusted  the 
duties  of  chief  executive  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment. 

Herbert  C.  Eckert  was  born  in  Ravenna 
township,  Portage  county,  ( )hio,  on  March  2, 
1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Abram  and  (  (live  (  Reed) 
Eckert,  of  whose  children  he  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  and  the  eldest  son.  His  par- 
ents are  now-  deceased  and  are  survived  by 
one  son  and  two  daughters.  Abram  Eckert 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  stanch  German 
lineage,  and  when  he  was  a  child  his  parents 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  numbered 
themselves  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Ravenna  township,  Portage  county,  where  his 
father  reclaimed  a  farm  from  what  was  essen- 
tially a  wilderness.  He  in  time  became  one 
of  the  representative  farmers  of  the  same  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  a  life  of  productive  energy 
and  inflexible  integrity  and  where  he  ever  held 
a  secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  essentially  loyal 
to  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  took  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  the  issues  and  questions  of 
the  day.  In  politics  he  gave  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  party  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Disciple  church. 
Mrs.  Eckert  was  born  in  Portage  county  and 
was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Fersy  (  Scran- 
ton )  Reed,  who  were  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  is  of  pioneei  stock  in  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  lines. 

Being  reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  home- 
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stead  farm,  Herbert  C.  Eckert  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
locality  and  period.  He  continued  to  be 
associated  in  the  work  and  management  of 
the  old  homestead  until  he  had  attained  to 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  when,  in  1882,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  village  of  Kent,  where 
he  made  his  first  independent  venture  by  en- 
gaging in  the  draying  business,  in  which  his 
original  equipment  consisted  of  one  horse  and 
a  light  dray.  He  was  successful  in  his  efforts 
and  continued  in  this  line  of  enterprise  about 
four  years,  after  which  he  was  here  engaged 
in  the  milk  business  for  one  year.  In  [886 
he  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  in  which  he 
has  since  continued  with  uninterrupted  suc- 
cess. He  now  has  large  and  well  equipped 
staDies  and  controls  a  large  and  representative 
business,  based  upon  correct  methods  and 
efficient  service.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Kent  Machine  Company  and  is  the  owner 
of  the  old  homestead  farm  on  which  he  was 
born  and  reared.  The  same  is  well  improved 
and  comprises  one  hundred  and  six  acres,  the 
major  portion  of  which  is  under  effective  cul- 
tivation. He  gives  a  general  supervision  to 
the  work  on  the  farm  and  finds  satisfaction  in 
retaining  the  old  place  in  his  possession,  as 
with  it  are  linked  many  of  the  most  pleasing 
and  gracious  associations  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Eckert  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  from  the  time  of  attaining  his 
legal  majority  and  has  done  effective  service  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
his  home  county.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  city  council  of  Kent  in  1903  and  served 
two  years.  In  1905  he  was  elected  mayor,  for 
the  regular  term  of  two  years,  and  in  1907  was 
re-elected,  his  second  term  expiring  in  Decem- 
ber. 1900.  He  gave  a  most  business-like  and 
progressive  administration  and  his  course  was 
such  as  to  gain  to  him  unqualified  approval 
in  his  Home  city,  to  whose  progress  he  has 
contributed  by  every  means  at  his  command. 
In  1904  he  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  for 
the  office  of  sheriff  of  Portage  county  and 
though  unable  to  overcome  the  large  and  nor- 
mal Republican  majority  he  received  the  larg- 
est vote  ever  accorded  to  any  Democratic 
candidate  for  this  office  in  the  count  v.  In  a 
fraternal  way  he  is  identified  with  the  Kent 
Lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  man 
of  genial  personality  and  has  a  host  of  friends 
in  the  county  which  has  represented  his  home 
from  the  time  of  his  birth. 

In  1883  Mr.  Eckert  was  united  in  marriage 


to  Miss  Eliza  Ayliffe,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Amelia  Ayliffe,  of  Ravenna,  and  the  three 
children  of  this  union  are  ( Hive  Amelia, 
Harry  Clifton,  and  Ruth  A.,  all  of  whom  re- 
main at  the  parental  home. 

David  Douglass  Gist,  M.  D. — For  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  Jefferson,  Ashta- 
bula county,  David  Douglass  Gist,  M.  D.,  gave 
much  time  and  thought  to  the  study  of  disease 
and  the  processes  of  alleviating  suffering. 
Gaining  wisdom  and  skill  through  his  large 
experience,  he  met  with  eminent  success  in  his 
profession,  becoming  especially  known  for  his 
successful  treatment  of  cancers,  removing  as 
many  as  150  of  those  malignant  growths.  He 
was  born  November  10,  18 10,  in  Loudoun 
county,  Virginia,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Gist,  who  settled  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  in  1822. 

Deciding  in  1836  to  enter  a  professional  ca- 
reer. David  D.  Gist  began  reading  medicine, 
and  at  the  same  time  taught  school  for  two 
years.  Forming  a  partnership,  in  1838,  with 
Dr.  Jonathan  Williams,  of  Harpersfield.  Ash- 
tabula county,  he  continued  with  him  until  the- 
death  of  Dr.  Williams,  in  1846.  In  1848  Dr. 
Gist,  always  a  student,  keeping  up  with  the 
times  in  everything  relating  to  his  chosen  work, 
began  a  systematic  investigation  of  the  cause 
and  treatment  of  cancers,  and  in  his  subsequent 
practice  performed  some  noteworthy  cures. 
Locating  in  Jefferson  in  1865,  the  doctor  here 
built  up  a  large  and  remunerative  practice,  his 
recognized  skill  and  ability  winning  him  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
In  1870  he  further  prepared  himself  for  his 
profession  by  completing  the  course  of  study 
at  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 
Dr.  Gist  purchased  the  Jones  family  homestead 
.on  coming  to  Jefferson.  It  stands  next  to  the 
Ben  Wade  homestead,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
he  niies  in  the  place,  at  the  time  that  it  was  built 
having  been  a  mansion  for  the  village,  com- 
paratively speaking.  Here  the  doctor  lived  a 
happy,  prosperous  and  contented  life  until  his 
death,  January  27,.  1892. 

(  )n  January  1.  1833.  Dr.  Gist  married  for 
his  first  wife  Susan  Newell,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Polly  Newell,  of  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio.  She  died  June  7.  1836,  leaving  one 
child,  Martha  Jane,  deceased,  who  married  the 
late  Frederick  Pangburn.  of  Harpersfield. 
Ohio.  Dr.  Gist  married  second.  August  27. 
1845,  Sarah  A.  Pangburn,  a  sister  of  the  late 
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Frederick  Pang-burn.  She  was  torn  in  Paines- 
ville,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  January  10,  1826, 
and  as  a  child  lived  a  short  time  in  Geneva, 
but  at  the  age  of  eight  years  removing  with 
her  parents  to  a  farm  in  Harpersfield.  Ashta- 
bula county.  Her  father,  George  Pangburn, 
married  Eliza  Webb,  and  both  spent  their  last 
years  on  the  Harpersfield  farm,  his  death  oc- 
curring at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and 
hers  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  vears.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Gist  is  the  eld- 
est child.  Frederick,  a  son,  passed  away  at 
seventy-two  years,  while  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter, Martha,  wife  of  Elbridge  Prentice,  died 
August  2,  1909.  Three  daughters  and  three 
sons  survive,  namely:  Mrs.  Gist;  Nancy  E.. 
widow  of  the  late  Dr.  L.  L.  Bennett,  living 
with  Mrs.  Gist ;  Mary  E..  wife  of  Clinton  Will- 
iams, of  Harpersfield:  Henry  S.  Pangburn, 
living  on  the  parental  homestead,  in  Harpers- 
field ;  Rufus,  a  bachelor,  who  served  as  a  sol- 
dier throughout  the  Civil  war,  now  makes  his 
home  with  Mrs.  Gist :  and  Horace  Pangburn, 
of  Harpersfield.  Three  children  were  torn  to 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gist,  namely :  Laura,  who  died 
in  infancy ;  Mary  Eliza,  wife  of  E.  J.  Pinney. 
a  well-known  attorney  of  Cleveland  ;  and  Tunie 
A.,  who  has  remained  with  her  mother. 

Lionel  L.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  late  of  Harpers- 
field. Ashtabula  county,  was  for  many  years 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, as  a  physician  and  surgeon  having  an 
extensive  and  remunerative  patronage.  The 
eldest  son  of  Lionel  and  Sarah  Bennett,  he  was 
born  September  10,  1816,  in  Homer,  Cortland 
county.  New  York. 

But  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Madison,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  he  grew 
to  manhood  among  pioneer  scenes,  and  being 
studiously  inclined  improved  every  opportunity 
afforded  for  adding  to  his  store  of  knowledge, 
and  when  ready  to  decide  upon  his  future  ca- 
reer chose  that  of  a  physician.  Locating  per- 
manently in  Harpersfield  in  1849,  Dr.  Bennett 
was  here  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  until  his 
death,  of  paralysis,  September  17,  1899.  The 
doctor  was  a  man  of  unblemished  character, 
genial,  affable  and  courteous,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  and  respect  throughout  the  com- 
munity in  which  so  many  of  his  active  years 
were  passed. 

Dr.  Bennett  took  great  interest  in  local  af- 


fairs, and  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as  town- 
ship treasurer,  and  for  a  number  of  terms  was 
justice  of  the  peace.  Uniting  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  in  1869,  he  was  subse- 
quently one  of  its  most  faithful  and  valued 
members,  and  a  devoted  worker  in  the  organi- 
zation, the  last  Sunday  of  his  life  attending 
divine  worship,  and  teaching  a  class  in  the 
Sunday  school. 

Dr.  Bennett  was  twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first,  in  1837,  Sophrona  Fowler,  who  died 
in  1872,  leaving  three  children,  namely:  Dr. 
A.  L.  Bennett,  of  Greensburg,  Kansas :  Mrs. 
A.  A.  Belding.  of  Harpersfield :  and  Mrs.  J. 
H.  SeCheverell,  of  Jefferson.  One  son  died 
in  early  manhood.  The  doctor  married  second, 
in  1875,  Nancy  E.  Pangburn,  who  survives 
him,  and  is  now  living  with  her  sister.  Mrs. 
Gist,  in  Jefferson. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Bennett  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Grand  River  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.. 
which  was  organized  in  Harpersfield  in  1837, 
and  when  it  was  disbanded  he  was  transferred 
to  Geneva  Lodge,  No.  334.  F.  and  A.  M..  with 
which  he  was  connected  until  his  death.  At 
the  doctor's  funeral,  which  was  held  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  his  brother  Ma- 
sons took  charge  of  the  final  exercises,  with 
their  solemn  and  impressive  burial  service  lav- 
ing his  body  to  rest  in  the  rural  cemetery. 

James  Charles  Yeend. — During  the  many 
years  of  his  residence  in  Portage  county  James 
C.  Yeend  has  become  well  known  to  its  resi- 
dents, and  his  long  connection  with  its  milling 
interests  has  made  his  name  a  familiar  one 
in  its  business  circles.  He  was  born  at  Clari- 
don  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  August  19,  1856, 
a  son  of  John  R.  and  Mary  (Swan)  Yeend, 
who  were  born  in  the  mother  country  of  Eng- 
land. John  R.  Yeend  was  a  coal  dealer  in 
his  native  land  until  coming  to  the  United 
States,  and  locating  at  Burton  in  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  he  lived  there  for  a  short  period 
and  then  bought  a  farm  near  Claridon.  There 
he  maintained  his  home  for  many  years,  but 
finally  in  1889  he  sold  his  farm  there  and  from 
that  time  until  their  deaths  he  and  his  wife 
lived  with  their  son  James  C.  in  Ravenna. 

James  C.  Yeend  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  left  the  parental  home  to  begin  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  during  the  first 
six  months  he  worked  at  farm  labor  for 
others.  At  the  close  of  that  period  he  entered 
upon  his  long  and  successful  connection  with 
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saw  mill  interests.  But  in  1872  he  left  the  saw 
and  planing  mill  in  which  he  had  been  em- 
ployed to  return  home  and  resume  his  studies, 
and  on  again  leaving  school  he  went  to 
Shalersville  township  and  worked  on  the  farm 
of  his  brother-in-law,  S.  B.  Smith,  for  six 
months.  In  association  with  J.  N.  Work  and 
S.  B.  Smith  he  then  purchased  a  saw  mill 
in  that  township,  but  after  two  years  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved,  Mr.  Yeend  and  Mr. 
Work  purchasing  the  business,  and  they  con- 
tinued together  for  eight  more  years.  Then 
in  1882  Mr.  Yeend  moved  to  Charlestown 
township,  one  year  later  to  Ravenna  township, 
and  in  1885  he  came  to  this  city  and  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  lumber,  sash,  doors,  etc.,  but 
after  a  short  time  his  interests  drifted  into 
the  hardwood  business  and  on  March  22, 
1905,  he  bought  Mr.  Work's  interest  in  the 
mill  and  has  since  been  alone  in  the  business. 
He  is  extensively  engaged  in  buying  standing 
hardwood  timber,  and  this  he  saws  at  his  mills 
in  Ravenna  and  at  other  points,  furnishing 
employment  on  an  average  to  twenty  men  and 
employing  about  ten  teams.  His  mill  at  Ra- 
venna is  equipped  with  a  thirty  horse-power 
engine,  and  at  the  present  time  he  also  has  a 
portable  saw  mill  at  work  in  Atwater  town- 
ship. He  has  at  different  times  purchased 
large  timber  tracts,  which  he  has  cleared  and 
converted  into  cultivated  farms  and  then  sold. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  valuable  farms, 
one  of  forty  acres  and  the  other  of  100  acres. 
Mr.  Yeend  married  on  August  13,  1884, 
Clara  Stewart,  who  was  bom  in  Franklin 
township,  Portage  county,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Adeline  (Hart)  Stewart,  who 
were  born  in  Vermont.  She  died  on  March 
9,  1900,  leaving  the  following  children :  John 
S.,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  for  his  father,  and 
Julia  O.,  Marion,  Robert  N.  and  Clara,  all 
at  home.  On  October  15,  1904,  Mr.  Yeend 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Widdecomb,  of  Kent, 
this  state,  and  a  native  of  England,  a  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Dayey)  Widde- 
comb, also  from  that  country,  the  father  born 
in  Cornwall  and  the  mother  in  Exeter.  The 
one  child  of  this  union  is  Elizabeth,  born  Au- 
gust 3,  1906.  Mr.  Yeend  is  a  Republican  in 
his  political  affiliations,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Unity  Lodge  No. 
T2.  and  of  the  Universalist  church. 

Brittox  S.  Johnson. — It  is  a  matter  of 
marked  satisfaction  to  the  editors  and  pub- 
lishers of   this  historical   work  to  be  able   to 


incorporate  within  its  pages  so  many  personal 
records  concerning  native  sons  of  the  Western 
Reserve  who  have  here  remained  to  direct 
their  energies  successfully  along  normal  lines 
of  professional  and  business  activity  and  to 
attain  to  success  and  prestige  in  their  chosen 
vocations.  Such  a  representative  is  Mr.  John- 
son, who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  the  city  of  Kent  and  who  is  one  of  the 
able  members  of  the  bar  of  the  county  which 
has  been  his  home  from  the  time  of  liis  birth 
and  with  whose  annals  the  family  name  has 
been  identified  since  the  pioneer  days. 

Britton  S.  Johnson  was  born  in  Franklin 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  October 
14,  1879,  and  is  a  son  of  Perry  W.  and  Carrie 
M.  (Luce)  Johnson,  who  now  reside  in  Kent. 
The  father  was  likewise  born  in  Portage  coun- 
ty and  is  a  son  of  Alonzo  Johnson,  who,  so  far 
as  authentic  data  determine,  was  born  at 
Shalersville,  this  county,  a  son  of  Ebenezer 
Johnson,  who  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
from  the  state  of  Vermont  and  became  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Portage  county,  where 
he  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and 
where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life.  Alonzo 
Johnson  became  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
and  influential  citizens  of  Franklin  township, 
where  he  was  the  owner  of  a  well  improved 
farm  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  that  town- 
ship also  his  son,  Perry  W.,  father  of  Britton 
S.  of  this  review,  was  long  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  in  connection  with  which 
he  was  most  successful,  becoming  the  owner 
of  a  fine  landed  estate,  which  he  still  retains 
in  his  possession,  though  he  is  now  living 
virtually  retired  in  the  city  of  Kent.  He  has 
ever  been  known  as  a  loyal  and  public-spirited 
citizen  and  is  held  in  unqualified  esteem  in 
his  native  county.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  this  county,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Elihue  Luce,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  state  of  New  York,  whence  he 
came  to  Portage  county  about  1836,  locating- 
at  Franklin  Mills,  the  original  name  of  the 
present  city  of  Kent.  He  became  a  success- 
ful farmer  in  Franklin  township,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  Perry  W. 
and  Carrie  M.  (Luce)  Johnson  became  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  of  whom  the  eldest 
is  Britton  S.  The  mother  holds  membership 
in  the  Universalist  church  and  the  father  is 
a  Democrat  in  his  political  allegiance. 

Britton  S.  Johnson  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational   discipline    in    the    public    schools    of 
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Kent,  in  whose  high  school  he  was  graduated 

as  a  member  of  the  clas^  of  (897,  after  which 
he  was  matriculated  in  the  Western  Reserve 
Academy,  at  Hudson,  where  he  was  graduated 
as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1900.  After  leav- 
ing this  institution  Mr.  Johnson  began  read- 
mi;  law  in  the  office  of  an  able  preceptor  in 
Kent  and  in  1904-5  he  was  a  student  in  the 
law  department  of  the  Ohio  State  University, 
in  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  latter  year.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  of  his  native  state  in  June,  1905. 
and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Kent,  where  he 
lias  made  an  excellent  record  and  gained  a 
representative  clientage.  He  is  a  close  and 
appreciative  student  and  is  especially  well 
grounded  in  the  science  of  jurisprudence,  so 
that  he  is  well  fortified  for  the  practical  work 
in  both  departments  of  his  profession. 

In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which 
the  Democratic  party  stands  sponsor  and  he 
has  rendered  effective  service  in  the  party 
cause.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
when  but  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  held 
this  office  for  one  term.  He  is  affiliated  with 
Rockton  Lodge  Xo.  316,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  Kent,  and  also  with  the  local  lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  enjoys  marked 
popularity  in  his  native  county  and  is  one  of 
the  representative  younger  members  of  its 
splendid  bar. 

On  July  3,  1907,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  Garrison,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Edward  F.  and  Addie  ( Moody ) 
Garrison,  of  Kent.  Dr.  Garrison  died  when 
Mrs.  Johnson  was  a  child  and  his  widow  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years  a  successful  and 
popular  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Kent. 
Her  daughter  also  taught  in  the  Kent  schools 
for  three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have 
one    daughter. — Martha    Irene. 

Franklin  Pierce  Chapman  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  oldest  established  shoe  store 
in  Ravenna  and  perhaps  in  Portage  county. 
He  became  a  resident  of  this  city  in  the  year 
of  1881,  and  in  the  same  year  he  bought  a 
half  interest  in  the  shoe  store  of  Rumbaugh 
&  Sturdevant,  and  the  business  was  then  es- 
tablished under  the  name  of  Rumbaugh  & 
Chapman,  his  partner  being  F.  M.  Rumbaugh. 
But  in  1  Si)  1  Mr.  Chapman  bought  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  business,  and  has  since 
been    the   sole   proprietor   of   the    store.     The 


business  has  been  carried  on  at  the  same  place 
since  1886,  and  it  is  not  only  one  of  the  oldest 
established  houses  of  the  city,  but  it  is  one  of 
its  largest  shoe  stores  and  leading  business 
establishments  as  well.  Mr.  Chapman  is  also 
a  director  of  the  J.  F.  Byers  Machine  Com- 
pany, a  director  in  the  Buckeye  Chair  Com- 
pany and  the  vice  president  of  the  Cecil  Coal 
and  Coke  Company  of  Grafton,  West  Vir- 
ginia. He  owns  a  business  block  and  other 
real  estate  in  Ravenna. 

He  represents  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
I'ortage  county  on  the  maternal  side,  for  Ab- 
raham Reed  and  his  wife  established  their 
home  within  its  borders  sometime  in  the  year 
of  1790,  and  his  name  is  enrolled  among  its 
founders  and  benefactors.  The  country  at 
that  time  was  a  dense  wilderness,  unsettled 
and  unimproved,  and  their  son  Horace  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship. He  married  Lois  Baldwin,  from  Con- 
necticut, and  in  their  family  was  Melissa  Reed, 
the  mother  of  Franklin  P.  Chapman.  She 
in  her  maidenhood  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  Edward  E.  Chapman.  They  were  both 
born  in  Rootstown  township,  and  after  their 
marriage  the  husband  traveled  through  the 
country  with  a  peddling  wagon  for  about 
twelve  years,  and  later  moving  to  a  small  farm 
in  Rootstown  township  he  continued  as  an 
agriculturist  there  until  coming  to  Ravenna 
on  December  17,  1908,  and  they  are  now  liv- 
ing with  their  son  Franklin.  The  father  was 
born  in  the  year  of  1823  and  the  mother  in 
1826,  and  theirs  has  been  a  happy  union  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  five  children,  namely:  Rosalia 
R.,  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Loveland,  of  Ravenna; 
Charles,  who  died  in  Tennessee  in  1877;  W. 
B.,  whose  home  is  in  Mansfield,  Ohio;  Frank- 
lin P..  whose  name  introduces  this  review ; 
and  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Charles  Bogue,  of 
Riverside,  California. 

Franklin  P.  Chapman  was  born  in  Roots- 
town  township  August  1,  1852,  and  remaining 
at  home  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  he  then  went  to  Cleveland.  Ohio,  and 
served  as  a  bell  boy  in  the  Werldle  House. 
After  four  months  there  he  returned  home 
to  resume  his  studies  in  school,  walking  four 
and  a  half  miles  to  and  from  the  school  house. 
He  continued  his  studies  for  one  year  and 
then  entered  upon  a  three  years'  apprentice- 
ship at  the  shoemaker's  trade,  beinc;  thus  em- 
ployed from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  nineteen, 
and  soon  after  its  completion  he  embarked 
in  the  shoe  business  at  Rootstown  with  a  bor- 
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rowed  capital  of  $25.  He  was  successful  in 
this  first  business  endeavor,  but  after  a  few 
years  he  went  from  Rootstown  to  Freedom 
Station,  where  he  rented  a  building'  and 
stocked  it  with  a  line  of  general  merchandise, 
and  he  also  became  the  postmaster  of  the 
town  and  conducted  a  hack  line.  In  time  he 
moved  into  a  new  building  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, but  later  that  store  burned  and  he 
built  another  building  and  also  a '  residence. 
But  in  1881  he  sold  his  interests  at  Freedom 
Station  and  came  to  Ravenna,  where  he  has 
since  been  prominently  identified  with  its 
business  life  as  a  shoe  merchant. 

Mr.  Chapman  married  on  June  19,  1872, 
Elizabeth  J.  Powers,  who  was  born  in  Ma- 
honing county.  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Captain 
James  and  a  Miss  Windell  Powers,  who  were 
from  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  but  they  were 
married  in  Rootstown.  One  daughter  has 
been  born  of  this  union,  Maud  I.,  who  grad- 
uated with  honors  at  the  Boston  Massachu- 
setts School  of  Oratory,  and  for  several  years 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Ravenna.  Mr. 
Chapman  is  a  Mason  of  high  standing,  be- 
longing to  Unity  Lodge  No.  12  and  Trinity 
Chapter  No.  91,  both  of  Ravenna,  to  Ra- 
venna Council  No.  376  and  to  the  Knights 
Templars,  No.  25,  at  Akron.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
Ravenna  Lodge  No.  1076.  His  politics  are 
Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  he  having  served  his 
church  fifteen  years  as  a  treasurer  and  since 
1 88 1   he  has  been  its  steward. 

John  Davky. — The  name  of  John  Davey 
is  prominently  known  throughout  the  country 
as.  "The  Eathcr  of  Tree  Surgery."  He  was 
burn  on  a  farm  and  raised  at  agriculture. 
Winkley  House,  Stawley.  near  Wellington. 
Somerset.  England,  was  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity. At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  entered  the 
Morgan  Nursery  at  Torquay,  Devonshire, 
where  he  spent  six  months,  and  he  then  se- 
cured a  position  with  the  Rev.  Barnes,  at  St. 
Mary  church.  He  was  next  a  gardener  for 
Mr.  John  Partridge,  at  Crewkerne,  in  Somer- 
setshire, and  later  began  the  raising  of  roses 
for  himself,  in  his  native  parish  of  Stawley. 
(  >n  April  14.  1873,  he  arrived  in  New  York 
City,  and  coming  on  to  Warren,  (  >hio,  lie 
worked  one  year  for  Harmon  Austin.  He 
was  then  for  five  years  with  General  Robert 
Ratlifr,  and   during  that   time  he   bought   out 


the  Porter  greenhouse  and  conducted  it  for 
four  years  while  making  his  home  with  the 
General.  In  August  of  1881,  Mr.  Davey 
came  to  Kent,  to  take  charge  of  the  Standing 
Rock  cemetery,  as  a  landscape  gardener.  In 
1901  he  published  his  first  book.  The  Tree 
Doctor,  illustrating  it  with  176  photographs. 
He  next  published  his  Primer  on  Trees  and 
Birds,  a  book  for  children.  Then  came  his 
New  Era  in  Tree  Growing,  for  the  benefit  of 
city  growers,  using  eighty-six  photographs  to 
illustrate  the  subject.  Next  came  the  re- 
vision of  the  old  Tree  Doctor,  also  enlarged, 
using — this  time — 213  photographs.  His  books 
are  the  best  to  be  found  on  tree  and  plant 
culture.  In  company  with  his  sons,  he  has 
established  a  scientific  school  in  Kent,  Ohio, 
the  only  school  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  where 
botany,  entomology  and  "Tree  Surgery"  are 
exclusively  taught. 

Mr.  Davey  was  born  on  June  6,  1846,  and 
his  parents  were  Samuel  and  Ann  (  Shopland ) 
Davey ;  the  father  born  in  Ashbeittle  Parish 
and  the  mother  in  Stawley.  His  grandparents 
were  William  and  Mary  Davey,  and  William 
and  Mary  Shopland.  Samuel  Davey  died 
in  his  native  land  about  the  year  of  1888, 
long  surviving  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in 
1864.  Their  children,  five  in  number,  were: 
Walter,  a  superintendent  at  St.  Stephens,  St. 
Albans,  near  London,  England ;  Elizabeth, 
whose  home  is  in  London,  England ;  John, 
who  is  mentioned  above ;  Anna  M.,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Henry  Davey,  and  died  in 
England  in  1889;  and  William  }.,  of  the  state 
of  Washington.  John  Davey,  when  but  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  was  employed  as  a  shepherd, 
and  after  he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year 
he  attended  private  school  and  he  is  now  an 
excellent  scholar  in  both  Latin  and  Greek. 
He  married  on  September  21,  1879,  Bertha 
Alta  Reeves,  who  was  born  on  the  old  Reeves 
homestead  north  of  Warren,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  May  10,  1859.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Harmon  and  Isabell  (Swager)  Reeves, 
natives  respectively  of  Warren  township,  in 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  of  Youngstown. 
Ohio.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  were  John 
and  Hannah  (Dailey)  Reeves.  John  Reeves 
was  from  Brighton,  New  Jersey,  born  March 
II,  1796,  and  his  wife,  born  January  9,  1796, 
wa--  from  Pennsylvania.  John  Harmon  Reeves 
(Mrs.  Davey 's  father)  was  one  of  the  best 
known  men  of  his  community,  a  minister  in 
the  Disciple  church,  and  he  was  loved  and 
revered  by  all  who  knew  him.     The  following 
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children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davey :  Belle  R.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Harmon  L.  Carson,  of  Kent,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Ruth  C,  born  July  n,  1903,  and 
Glenn  H.,  born  September  2,  1906;  Welling- 
ton E..  a  resident  of  Kent,  manied  Miss  Agnes 
Atkins,  and  they  have  one  child,  Keith,  born 
March  9,  1907;  Martin  L.,  whose  home  is 
also  in  Kent,  married  Miss  Bernice  Chrisman; 
James  A.  is  also  a  resident  of  Kent ;  Ira  R.. 
horn  November  6,  1892,  died  May  15,  1902; 
Paul  Harmon  is  at  home  with  his  parents; 
and  Rosella  M..  born  August  13,  1899,  died 
Februarv  17,  1900.  Mr.  Davey  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Disciples  church,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

His  steriopticon  lecture,  "The  Salvation  of 
Our  Trees,"  (at  the  present  writing)  is  stir- 
ring the  country.  This  lecture  is  illustrated 
with  150  photographs.  It  has  been  given 
twice  at  the  Chautauqua  Assembly,  New  York, 
and  before  the  boards  of  trade  and  chambers 
of  commerce  of  the  principle  cities  of  America. 

George  T.  Day,  of  Orwell,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1858.  in  Orwell  township,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Longman)  Day. 
both  from  Somersetshire,  England,  where  they 
were  married.  They  settled  in  Orwell  soon 
after  coming  to  the  United  States,  about  1840, 
on  a  farm,  where  their  son  George  T.  was  born. 
They  lived  on  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres 
one-half  mile  south  of  Orwell,  where  both  died, 
she  at  the  age  of  eighty  and  he  seventy-five. 
He  was  a  manufacturer  of  cheese,  and  also 
bought  and  sold  cheese,  poultry,  etc.  He 
served  several  years  as  trustee  of  the  town. 
and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  Orwell,  where  he  served 
as   trustee. 

George  Day  is  the  youngest  of  eight  children 
of  whom  four  others  are  living,  namely:  Mary. 
widow  of  E.  J.  Cook,  of  Warner;  Amy,  widow 
of  W.  E.  Bidell,  of  Geneva;  John,  went  to 
England  as  a  lad  of  sixteen  or  eighteen,  and 
lived  with  an  uncle  John;  Jennie,  married 
I  le<  irge  Pierce,  of  Cleveland ;  Libbie,  died 
when  a  young  lady;  James,  who  spent  his  life 
at  Orwell  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five ; 
Sarah,  married  Burdette  Eddy,  lived  in 
VJpungstown,  and  died  in  middle  life;  and 
George  T.  John  Day  married  in  England 
and  is  a  prosperous  farmer;  he  is  heir  to  his 
uncle's  estate,  being  his  namesake,  and  the 
oldest  son  living  of  the  family.  IK-  has  re- 
visited the  United  States  but  once. 


George  T.  Day's  parents  came  in  their  old 
age  to  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  the  father 
having  completed  the  house  but  a  short  time 
before  his  death.  George  bought  out  the  other 
heirs ;  the  farm  contains  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres,  and  is  the  first  farm  south 
of  Orwell  Milage.  Mr.  Day  is  chiefly  inter- 
ested in  dairying,  and  has  about  fifteen  or  six- 
teen cows.  He  keeps  pure  blood  shorthorn 
cattle,  and  is  a  breeder  of  coach  horses.  He  has 
his  horses  well  reared  and  trained,  and  sells  at 
the  highest  prices.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  as  trustee.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange.  Mr.  Day  is  a  man  of  ambition  and 
enterprise,  and  has  acquired  success  through 
his  own  efforts.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  Day  married,  September  1,  1897,  Laura, 
daughter  of  George  and  Minerva  (Ives)  Cook, 
of  New  Lyme.  George  Cook  was  of  Solon, 
Ohio,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Eliza  (Curtis) 
Cook,  of  Connecticut.  He  died  in  1909,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife  still 
resides  at  New  Lyme.  Laura  Cook  was  born 
in  Berrien  county,  Michigan,  January  22,  1865, 
and  was  four  years  of  age  when  her  parents 
removed  to  New  Lyme,  where  she  lived  until 
her  marriage.  George  T.  Day  and  his  wife 
have  two  daughters,  Flora  and  Hazel. 

Richard  P.  Marvin. — If  success  be  predi- 
cated from  definite  accomplishments  in  the 
utilization  of  one's  powers  and  talents,  then 
the  late  Richard  P.  Marvin,  of  Akron,  cer- 
tainly achieved  success.  Looking  into  the 
clear  perspective  of  his  career  there  may  be 
seen  the  strong  lines  of  courage,  persistence, 
determination  and  self-confidence. — qualities 
which  work  to  sovereign  power.  He  was  one 
of  the  distinguished  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  Western  Reserve  and  as  financier  and 
practical  man  of  affairs  attained  prominence. 
His  life  represented  large  and  beneficent 
accomplishment  and  was  ordered  upon  a  lofty 
plane  of  integrity  and  honor,  so  that  to  him 
were  never  denied  the  unqualified  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 

Richard  Pratt  Marvin,  who  died  at  his  beau- 
tiful home  in  Akron  on  June  23,  1906,  was 
born  at  Jamestown,  New  York  May  30,  1S4S. 
and  there  also  were  born  his  parents,  Hon. 
Richard  Piatt  Marvin  and  Isabel  (Newlen) 
.Marvin,  who  were  representatives  of  old  and 
honored  families  of  that  section  of  the  state. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


The  father  was  a  lawyer  by  vocation  and  was 
one  of  the  influential  men  of  his  section.  He 
was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  public 
offices,  including  that  of  member  of  the  state 
legislature,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  continued 
to  reside  in  their  native  state  until  their  death. 

Richard  P.  Marvin  Jr.,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  gained  his  preliminary  educational 
discipline  in  the  common  schools  and  then 
entered  Rochester  University,  New  York,  in 
which  institution  he  Was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1870  and  from  which  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In 
his  native  city  he  then  took  up  the  study  of 
law  under  effective  preceptorship,  and  his 
naturally  receptive  and  appreciative  mind  en- 
abled him  to  make  rapid  and  secure  progress 
in  the  assimilation  of  the  science  of  juris- 
prudence. In  1872  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Jamestown  and  there  was  compassed  his 
initial  work  in  his  profession.  He  was  there 
engaged  in  successful  practice  until  188 r,  when 
he  came  to  Ohio  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Akron,  where  he  became  a  stock-holder  in  the 
B.  F.  Goodrich  Rubber  Company,  of  which  he 
was  soon  afterward  elected  vice-president,  an 
office  which  he  continued  to  occupy  until 
his  death.  For  a  time  he  also  served  as  secre- 
tary of  this  corporation,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  In 
1874  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Akron,  and  so  able  and  acceptable  was  his 
administration  that  he  was  again  chosen  in 
1878.  He  thus  served  a  second  term  of  two 
years  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  same  he 
resumed  the  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
in  which  he  gained  distinctive  prestige  and 
success,  being  known  as  an  able  trial  lawyer 
and  as  a  counselor  well  fortified  in  knowledge 
of  law  and  one  of  marked  discrimination 
and  wisdom  in  the  matter  of  its  varied  appli- 
cations. He  was  a  man  of  broad  intellectual 
attainments  of  gracious  personality  and  of 
great  business  ability,  so  that  he  was  naturally 
equipped  for  leadership  in  thought  and  action. 
To  Akron  he  gave  freely  of  his  services  and 
co-operation  in  the  promotion  of  all  enterprises 
and  measures  advanced  for  the  general  good 
of  the  community,  and  his  public  spirit  and 
progressive  ideas  made  him  specially  success- 
ful in  his  administration  while  mayor  of  the 
city.  Through  his  well  directed  efforts  he  ac- 
cumulated a  fine  estate,  and  upon  his  private. 
professional  and  business  career  there  rests 
no  shadow  of  wrong,  or  suspicion. 

In  politics  Mr.  Marvin  was  a  stalwart  advo- 
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cate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  gave  effective  service  in  behalf  of  the 
party  cause,  though  never  ambitious  for  pub- 
lic office.  He  was  identified  with  various 
fraternal  and  social  organizations,  in  each  of 
which  his  popularity  was  of  the  most  prom- 
inent type,  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  his  widow  also  is 
a  devoted  member. 

Mr.  Marvin  was  twice  married.  In  1892  he 
wedded  Miss  Jane  Miller,  daughter  of  the 
late  Henry  and  Mary  Miller,  of  Akron,  and 
she  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1898, 
leaving  no  children.  On  October  16,  1900,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Marvin  to 
Mrs.  Grace  (Perkins)  Lohmann,  widow  of 
Albert  C.  Lohmann  who  was  a  representative 
business  man  and  honored  citizen  of  Akron. 
Mrs.  Marvin  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Grace 
Tod  and  Simon  B.  Perkins,  of  Akron,  where 
she  was  born  and  reared,  and  is  a  member  of 
one  of  the  old  and  distinguished  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Summit  county.  She  is  a  sister  of  Col- 
onel George  T.  Perkins,  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  prominent  citizens  of  Akron.  Mrs. 
Marvin  has  two  sons,  by  her  first  marriage,  Al- 
bert Perkins  Lohmann,  who  is  connected  with 
the  engineering  department  of  the  B.  F.  Good- 
rich Rubber  Company,  and  Carl  Albert,  who  is 
a  student  in  Yale  University.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  located  on  what  is  known  as  Perkins 
dill,  which  is  a  part  of  the  old  Perkins  home- 
stead and  which  was  for  many  years  traversed 
as  an  Indian  trail, — a  veritable  landmark  re- 
calling the  early  pioneer  epoch  in  this  favored 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  The  home 
of  Mrs.  Marvin  is  one  of  great  beauty,  as  the- 
spacious  grounds  are  ornamented  with  many 
fine  old  trees,  including  oak,  maple,  and  other 
varieties,  besides  attractive  and  well  disposed 
shrubbery.  The  site  is  one  which  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  and 
the  beautiful  old  place  is  one  that  has  been 
long  notable  for  its  gracious  hospitality, 
especially  under  the  regime  of  the  present 
cultured  mistress,  who  holds  a  secure  place  in 
the  best  social  life  of  the  community  in  which 
she  has  lived  from  the  time  of  her  nativity 
and  in  which  her  circle  of  friends  is  limited 
only  by  that  of  her  acquaintances. 

John  Henry  Williard,  who  is  owner  of 
one  of  the  model  country  places  of  Portage 
county,  situated  about  one  mile  west  of  Ra- 
venna, is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  one  in 
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most  comfortable  circumstances.  A  native  of 
Ravenna  township,  lie  was  born  September  7. 
1835.  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
I  Eatinger  >  Williard,  both  natives  of  Maryland 
and  descended  from  old  German  stock.  The 
father  was  born  March  12,  1805,  and  the 
mother  September  22,  1809.  both  being  chil- 
dren when  they  came  with  their  parents  from 
their  native  state  to  Portage  county.  The 
grandfather  was  a  Pittsburg  weaver  and  about 
1770  came  to  the  present  site  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  there  took  up  a  generous  claim,  but 
on  his  return  by  way  of  Muddy  Lake  he  found 
game  so  plentiful  in  that  locality  that  he  al- 
lowed his  claim  at  Cleveland  to  go  by  default 
and  instead  fixed  upon  a  tract  of  land  at 
Muddy  Lake  in  Rootstown  township.  In  this 
locality  he  built  a  log  cabin,  cleared  the  land. 
placed  it  under  cultivation  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  this  work  and  in  the  care 
and  rearing  of  his  family.  The  Williards  and 
Eatingers  were  neighbors  near  Ravenna  and 
were  thus  thrown  into  constant  intercourse,  the 
result  being  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of 
John  H.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Williard  settled  near  the  old  family 
homestead,  where  the  father  became  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  and  influential  citizen.  The  father 
died  April  6,  1868,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
January  12,  1878,  their  five  children  being  as 
follows:  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Michael  Caris  and 
a  resident  of  Ravenna,  Ohio;  Andrew;  Phy- 
lena  and  Charles  W.,  all  deceased;  and  John 
H.,  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Williard  resided  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  having  ob- 
tained a  good'  common  school  education  and 
becoming  an  active  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church.  Upon  attaining  his  majority 
he  removed  to  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  for  two 
years  and  then  returned  to  his  home  on  ac- 
count of  the  illness  of  his  father.  One  year 
later,  without  capital  but  with  a  firm  deter- 
mination to  succeed,  he  purchased  a  small  piece 
of  land  on  time  and  gradually  stocked  his  farm 
with  live  stock.  The  venture  proved  so  profit- 
able that  he  was  not  only  enabled  to  make  a 
good  livelihood  but  to  purchase  other  tracts  of 
land  and  more  live  stock.  By  shrewd  invest- 
ments and  sales  of  land  he  was  also  enabled  to 
collect  handsome  profits,  so  that  before  many- 
years  he  had  attained  a  substantial  position 
both  as  a  property  owner  and  a  live  stock  man. 
Mr.  Williard  has  resided  at  his  present  place 
since  [882,  and  in  [885  he  erected  a  fine  brick 


residence  one  mile  west  of  Ravenna.  Of  his 
outside  positions  and  interest  may  be  men- 
tioned his  presidency  of  the  City  bank  of  Kent, 
which  he  assumed  in  1904 ;  his  interest  as  a 
stockholder  in  Williams  and  Brothers  grist  mill 
at  that  place,  as  well  as  his  interest  in  the  Sen- 
eca Chain  Company  of  Kent,  and  in  various 
lands  near  Los  Angeles,  California. 

In  April,  1865,  Mr.  Williard  wedded  Miss 
Phebe  Waldron,  born  in  Franklin  township, 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  February  22,  1841,  daugh- 
ter of  Cornelius  and  Elizabeth  (Pratt)  Wal- 
dron. Her  father  was  a  native  of  Cumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  of  El- 
mira,  Chemung,  county.  New  York.  The 
Waldron  family  has  been  established  in  New 
Jersey  for  many  generations,  the  great-grand- 
parents, Cornelius  and  Sarah  (Fontain)  Wal- 
dron, and  the  grandparents,  Lafford  and  Han- 
nah (Webb)  Waldron,  being  all  natives  of  that 
state,  the  last  named  being  bom  at  Flemington. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Darius  and  Phebe 
(Baker)  Pratt,  were  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire state.  Mrs.  Williard's  father  was  born  in 
1807,  and  in  1828,  with  his  brother  John,  lo- 
cated at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  afterward  returning 
to  Pennsylvania,  but  finally  locating  in  Sum- 
mit county.  In  Cleveland  he  was  widely  known 
as  a  canal  contractor,  his  work  covering  the 
route  from  Cleveland  to  Pittsburg,  embracing 
nine  locks  at  Akron,  Ohio,  and  a  set  of  locks 
between  Franklin  and  Ravenna.  Mr.  Waldron 
married  in  Franklin  township,  later  purchased 
a  farm  in  that  township  and  died  there  in  1847, 
his  wife  passing  away  in  1884.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Williard  are 
as  follows :  Effie  E.,  an  instructor  in  domestic 
science  and  arts ;  Burton  J.,  of  Ravenna  town- 
ship;  Mildred  B.,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Goodman, 
of  Los  Angeles,  California ;  and  Scott,  whose 
death  occurred  at  home  on  July  25,  1908. 

Zerah  Perkins  Rider. — The  ancestry  of 
the  Rider  family  is  distinctly  traced  for  only  a 
few  generations,  Joseph  and  Hiram  Rider 
(brothers),  were  passengers  on  the  May- 
flower (1620).  Joseph  married  and  had  sons 
— Joseph  and  Hiram — and  the  same  order  of 
names  have  continued  to  the  present  with 
little  exception — the  transmission  of  the  fam- 
ily name  depending  upon  the  Josephs,  for  the 
itirams  never  married.  Joseph,  grandfather 
of  Zerah  P.  Rider,  came  from  Tolland 
county,  Connecticut,  in  1802.  afoot,  carrying 
an  ax  on  his  shoulder  and  a  knapsack  on  his 
back.     Arriving  on  the  banks  of  Grand  river 
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about  a  mile  from  its  mouth,  he  bargained  for 
several  hundred  acres  of  land  and  built  a  log 
cabin  on  the  right  bank  nearly  opposite  "Skin- 
ner's Landing."  The  following  fall  or  winter 
he  returned  to  his  Connecticut  home  and  in 
the  spring  (1803)  brought  his  family,  con- 
sisting of  wife  and  three  little  girls  as  far  as 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  with  a  horse  team.  Here 
he  exchanged  his  horses  for  a  yoke  of  oxen. 
West  of  Erie  there  were  no  roads  and  like 
many  others,  he  followed  the  beach  of  the  lake 
to  his  new  home.  He  found  no  difficulty  in 
fording  the  many  streams  that  flow  into  the 
lake  until  he  reached  Ashtabula  creek  which 
was  too  high  to  cross  safely.  While  search- 
ing for  a  safe  fording  place,  an  open  boat  was 
seen  coming  up  the  lake  and  he  engaged  it  to 
transfer  his  wagon  and  its  load  across.  The 
boat  was  too  small  to  take  the  cattle  also,  and 
grasping  the  near  (left)  ox  by  the  bow,  he 
swam  the  stream,  resuming  his  travels  and 
reaching  his  destination  without  further  inci- 
dent. The  family  dog,  which  had  followed 
the  fortunes  of  the  journey,  disappeared  soon 
after  the  unloading  of  household  effects.  Some 
time  afterward  a  letter  from  the  former  home 
announced  the  dog's  return.  He  had  made 
the  return  trip  in  four  days,  with  little  or  no 
food  or  rest. 

About  1812  Mr.  Rider  built  a  double  log 
house  on  what  is  now  North  State  street  in 
the  city  of  Painesville,  and  opened  it  as  a 
tavern.  Some  two  years  later  he  built  an- 
other on  what  is  now  Mentor  avenue  about 
a  mile  west  of  the  court  house.  In  1817  he 
erected  a  more  commodious  frame  building 
and  opened  it  as  a  tavern  in  the  following 
year  (1818).  This  was  a  story  and  a  half 
structure,  a  little  to  the  west  of  the  log  one 
which  he  occupied  as  a  tavern  until  his  death 
(February  22,  1840).  It  was  then  continued 
as  a  tavern  by  his  son,  Zerah,  but  had  been 
enlarged  in  (1832)  by  twenty  feet  and  the 
whole  raised  to  two  full  stories.  Mr.  Rider 
(Zerah),  then  a  boy  of  twelve  years,  with  two 
yoke  of  cattle  hauled  most  if  not  all  the  heavy 
timber  from  the  woods,  some  of  it  sixty  feet 
in  length,  for  the  repairs  and  rebuilding.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  guests  have  found  shelter 
for  a  night  beneath  its  hospitable  roof;  and 
Mr.  Rider  said  he  had  counted  a  hundred 
teams,  going  or  feeding,  as  he  stood  on  the 
great  pillared  veranda  of  this,  his  birthplace, 
and  also  of  his  transition,  March  15,  1902. 
He  was  a  quiet  kindly  soul,  a  man  highly  re- 
spected by  every  one  who  knew  him;  and  was 


the  original  and  successful  inventor  of  the 
steam  traction  engine,  or  wagon   (1871). 

In  1842  Mr.  Rider  received  a  commission 
from  the  governor  as  captain  of  volunteer 
militia,  in  command  of  the  Painesville  Rifles. 
Mr.  Rider  married  Miss  Louisa  Perkins,  of 
Chagrin  Falls,  to  whom  four  children  were 
born:  Marion  (1842),  Hiram  Joseph  (1844), 
Zerah  Perkins  (1848)  and  Immogene  (1851). 

Zerah  Perkins  Rider  is  well  and  widely 
known  as  a  faithful  contractor.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  four  years, 
serving  with  credit  at  all  times.  He  occupies 
the  old  home  wherein  both  he  and  his  father 
were  born.  Zerah  married  Ella  Cawley,  of 
Cincinnati,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren:  Jane  L.,  1879;  Marion,  1881  ;  Elizabeth 
Agnes,  1882;  Lucy  Margaret,  1884;  Alice, 
1886;  Ella,  1894;  and  James  Z.,  1896.  Mrs. 
Rider  having  recently  died,  her  daughter,  Jane 
L.,  has  charge  of  domestic  matters.  Marion, 
Lucy  M.  and  Elizabeth  are  expert  accountants 
in  court  work,  and  have  been  honored  at  differ- 
ent times,  by  appointment  as  deputy  recorders. 
Marion  Kiley,  now  living  in  the  old  house,  has 
three  children,  making  four  generations  born 
in  the  old  Rider  tavern. 

Allen  L.  Parker,  of  Orwell,  was  born  on 
a  farm  west  of  the  village,  where  his  oldest 
brother,  Zera,  now  resides,  August  12,  1840. 
He  is  a  son  of  Nehemiah  Holt  and  Chloe  Sa- 
mantha  (Cook)  Parker,  who  are  mentioned 
at  length  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
Zera  Cook  Parker.  Allen  L.  Parker  lived  at 
home  until  he  was  of  age,  and  September  11, 
1861,  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Sixth  Ohio 
Cavalry ;  forty-three  of  the  company  were 
froiv  Orwell,  and  captain,  later  major,  Bing- 
ham was  in  command.  Mr.  Parker  served 
for  a  year  and  a  half  as  company  clerk,  and 
then  as  clerk  for  adjutant  at  the  regimental 
headquarters.  He  looked  after  the  details  and 
records  of  the  regiment,  and  filled  this  ca- 
pacity until  his  discharge.  He  kept  his  rank- 
in  the  company,  and  was  present  at  all  the  bat- 
tles fought  by  it.  The  regiment  was  part 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  in  all 
of  the  heavy  campaigning  in  Virginia,  and  at 
Gettysburg.  Mr.  Parker  was  captured  at 
the  battle  of  Culpeper  Court  House  or  Cedar 
Mountain ;  he  was  detailed  as  ward  master 
for  the  hospital,  and  at  the  retreat  of  the  army 
he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
hospital  were  200  cases  of  amputation.  Mr. 
Parker  was  a   prisoner  sixty  days  and   spent 
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three  weeks  in  Libby  prison,  his  squad  being 
the  last  men  paroled.  He  was  in  Libby  prison 
at  the  time  several  federal  prisoners  dug  their 
way  out  and  escaped.  After  an  absence  of 
four  months  he  was  exchanged  and  returned 
to  his  regiment.  Upon  his  return  he  con- 
tinued his  service  as  before,  with  rank  of 
sergeant.  Mr.  Parker  at  one  time  received 
a  slight  musket  wound  in  his  right  wrist,  and 
his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him.  At  the 
same  time  a  new  recruit  fell  dead  across  his 
own  right  leg.  The  cavalry  were  fighting 
one  hundred  to  one.  Mr.  Parker  saw  much 
fierce  fighting,  and  was  under  fire  fifteen  days 
consecutivelv.  After  serving  three  years,  he 
was  discharged,  October  5,  1864.  As  clerk  of 
the  regiment,  he  made  out  discharges  for  the 
first  eight  men  behind  the  breastworks,  with 
guns  firing  constantly ;  at  this  time  there  was 
not  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  company. 
He  and  seven  others  were  the  first  to  receive 
discharges. 

Upon  his  return  to  Orwell.  Mr.  Parker  be- 
gan manufacturing  buggies,  employing  three 
to  five  men,  and  turning  out  about  twenty-five 
buggies  per  year.  Open  buggies  sold  for 
S150  and  top  "buggies  at  $225  to  $250.  _  Five 
years  later  he  converted  his  business  into  a 
spoke  factory,  which  he  conducted  two  years. 
He  then  sold  his  interest  and  purchased  a 
farm  one  mile  and  a  quarter  west  of  Orwell, 
and  began  buying  cattle.  Later  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  Windsor  township  which  he  recent- 
ly sold.  He  formerly  owned  600  acres.  He 
sold  two  farms,  one  in  Huntsburg  and  Wind- 
sor, one  being  160  acres,  and  he  still  owns  the 
one  in  Trumbull  county.  For  the  past  seven 
years  Mr.  Parker  has  made  his  home  in  Or- 
well Village,  and  has  continued  dealing  in 
stock.  •  The  territory  he  has  covered  is  in 
three  counties;  he  has  handled  from  three  to 
five  carloads  of  stock  each  week,  sending  to 
the  Pittsburg  market.  He  was  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  C.  P..  Snyder,  of  Bloomfield,  an 
old  dealer,  operating  all  through  the  war,  Mr. 
Snyder's  wife  being  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Parker. 
In  the  beginning  Mr.  Parker  bought  for  Mr. 
Snyder,  who  supplied  the  cash,  and  he  was 
in  this  business  thirty-five  years,  but  for  the 
last  twenty-eight  years  he  has  operated  alone. 
He  has  made  a  marked  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  has  found  it  very  profitable;  he 
was  the  leading  buyer  of  the  section.  Mr. 
Parker  was  also  a  heavy  owner  of  stock,  and 
fed  three  or  four  carloads  annually  for  the 
market. 


In  political  views  Mr.  Parker  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  has  often  served  as  delegate  to  con- 
ventions, being  active  in  party  work.  He  has 
served  as  township  trustee.  He  is  well  known 
all  through  the  region,  and  has  won  the  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
had  dealings. 

January  17,  1865,  Mr.  Parker  married 
Marian  Jane,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Martha 
Smith,  who  lived  in  Orwell  Village,  on  the 
present  site  of  the  DeVoe  general  store.  He 
had  been  a  merchant  in  New  York  City,  a 
salesman,  dealing  in  groceries.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parker  became  parents  of  two  children,  Clara, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  of  malig- 
nant scarlet  fever,  after  an  illness  of  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  Bert.  Bert  lives  on  a  farm 
in  Windsor  township,  which  he  operates  on 
shares  for  his  father,  and  is  an  able,  industrious 
farmer.  He  married  Carrie  Baker,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Albert,  Allen  and  Marian. 

Paul  E.  Werner. — The  throbbing  pulsa- 
tions of  the  manufacturing  industries  of  the 
city  of  Akron  are  now  felt  in  all  sections  of 
the  civilized  world,  so  far  are  borne  the  prod- 
ucts of  her  magnificent  institutions.  Con- 
tributing in  due  quota  to  this  prestige  is  the 
Werner  Company,  book  manufacturers,  lithog- 
raphers, printers  and  engravers,  of  which 
great  concern  Paul  E.  Werner  of  this  sketch 
was  the  founder  and  of  which  he  is  president 
and  general  manager  at  the  time  of  this  writ- 
ing. The  finely  equipped  manufactory  of  this 
company  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  Union 
and  represents  the  tangible  results  of  the  well 
directed  efforts  of  its  present  executive  head, 
who  came  to  Akron  as  a  youth  without  finan- 
cial reinforcement  and  who  has  here  so  guided 
his  course  as  to  build  up  one  of  the  splendid 
industrial  enterprises  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Paul  E.  Werner  is  a  native  of  the  kingdom 
of  Wurtemhurg,  Germany,  born  on  May  5, 
1850.  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Barbara 
(Moll)  Werner,  both  of  whom  passed  their  en- 
tire lives  in  that  section  of  the  great  empire 
of  Germany.  In  his  native  land  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  and  there  he  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  excellent  schools.  In  1867  he 
came  to  America  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Akron,  which  was  then  a  mere  village. 
Here  he  was  employed  in  various  clerical  posi- 
tions until  1874,  but  in  the  meanwhile  his 
ambition  and  self-reliance  were  urging  him 
forward  to  still  greater  accomplishment.     In 
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the  year  last  mentioned  he  made  his  first 
independent  venture  of  importance  by  effect- 
ing the  purchase  of  the  Akron  Germania,  a 
weekly  newspaper  published  in  the  German 
language.  He  brought  his  energies  to  bear  in 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  this  paper 
and  the  upbuilding  of  its  concomitant  busi- 
ness functions,  and  such  was  his  success  that 
in  187S  he  found  himself  justified  in  founding 
the  Sitndav  Gazette  and  also  the  Akron  Trib- 
une, which  issued  daily  and  also  a  weekly 
edition.  The  active  management  of  all  of  these 
well  ordered  papers  he  retained  in  his  own 
hands  until  1884.  when  the  rapidly  expanding 
scope  of  his  other  business  interests  rendered 
it  expedient  for  him  to  dispose  of  his  news- 
papers, all  of  which  had  been  significantly 
prospered  under  his  able  management.  Since 
that  year  he  has  given  his  attention  to  the 
supervision  of  the  great  business  of  the  Werner 
Company,  which  was  organized  and  incor- 
porated in  1888,  and  which  now  bases  its 
operations  upon  a  capital  stock  of  $1,500,000. 
The  great  book  manufactory  now  owned  and 
controlled  by  this  corporation  represents  in  a 
special  degree  the  practical  development  of 
the  ideas  and  policies  of  Mr.  Werner,  whose 
initiative  and  administrative  powers  have 
proved  adequate  to  the  meeting  of  every  emer- 
gency and  contingency  in  connection  with  the 
upbuilding  of  the  great  industrial  enterprise. 
Intimate  practical  knowledge,  keen  prescience 
and  indefatigable  energy  have  characterized 
the  entire  career  of  Mr.  Werner,  and  his  course 
has  been  marked  by  inflexible  integrity  and 
honor,  so  that  he  has  gained  and  held  a  secure 
place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  in  the  vari- 
ous relations  of  life.  The  following  pertinent 
statements  concerning  the  business  of  which 
Mr.  Werner  is  the  head  are  well  worthy  of 
reproduction  in  this  volume,  the  data  being 
based  on  the  business  of  the  concern  as  indi- 
cated in  its  records  for  the  year  1908.  which 
record  has  since  been  expanded  by  the  sub- 
stantial and  rapid  increase  in  the  scope  of  the 
business  controlled. 

"Among  the  many  prospering  business  en- 
terprises of  Akron  few  are  more  widely  known 
and  still  fewer  are  of  equal  importance  to  this 
section  than  that  conducted  by  the  Werner 
Company,  the  officers  of  which  are  men  of 
capital,  public  spirit  and  unblemished  integ- 
rity. They  are  as  here  noted:  Paul  E.  Wer- 
ner, president  and  general  manager-;  Richard 
M.  Werner,  vice-president  and  assistant  treas- 


urer; Karl  Kendig,  treasurer  and  secretary; 
J.  A.  Reade,  assistant  secretary;  and  Edward 
P.  Werner,  general  superintendent.  The  Wer- 
ner Company  has  by  far  the  largest  and  most 
complete  book  factory  on  the  American  con- 
tinent. It  comprises  under  one  roof,  so  to 
speak,  and  under  one  management,  all  the 
graphic  arts  and  trades.  '  It  furnishes,  directly 
and  in  a  collateral  way,  the  material  means  of 
livelihood  for  from  four  to  five  thousand 
Akron  inhabitants.  The  great  majority  of  the 
employes  of  the  Werner  Company  are  skilled 
in  trades  and  arts  and  receive  high  compensa- 
tion. During  the  year  1908  the  works  of  the 
Werner  Company  were  in  uninterrupted  opera- 
tion and  a  great  part  of  the  time  were  running 
thirteen  hours  daily.  In  order  to  form  an  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  this  great  industry  one 
may  well  consider  the  following  available  and 
interesting  data:  During  the  year  mentioned 
this  company  purchased  and  received  raw  ma- 
terial and  shipped  finished  products  represent- 
ing the  full  capacity  of  1,200  railroad  cars. 
The  products  included  more  than  three  mil- 
lions of  large  books  ;  more  than  fifteen  millions 
of  large  and  finely  illustrated  catalogues,  made 
for  the  largest  manufacturing  concerns  of  this 
country ;  and  millions  of  other  printed,  litho- 
graphed and  engraved  articles.  If  the  books 
alone  that  were  manufactured  by  the  Werner 
Company  in  the  year  mentioned  were  laid  on 
one  pile,  one  on  top  of  the  other,  this  pile 
would  reach  ninety-six  miles  into  the  air.  If 
these  books  were  laid  side  by  side  they  would 
constitute  a  line  500  miles  long." 

While  the  principal  output  of  this  great  plant 
is  books,  the  Werner  Company  has  gained  an 
international  reputation  for  the  turning  out  of 
the  highest  grade  of  commercial  work,  typo- 
graphic as  well  as  lithographic,  and  its  cata- 
logue business  is  larger  than  that  of  anv  other 
printing  establishment  in  the  Union.  The  com- 
pany also  manufactures  and  sells  what  is  known 
as  "The  Werner  Encyclopedia."  now  issued  in 
twenty-six  volumes.  It  can  well  be  understood 
how  potent  and  beneficent  an  influence  this 
great  industrial  concern  has  exerted  in  connec- 
tion with  conserving  the  commercial  prece- 
dence and  advancement  of  Akron,  and  no  citi- 
zen of  the  place  has  manifested  a  more  definite 
loyalty  and  broad-gauged  public  spirit  than 
Paul  E.  Werner,  who  is  a  veritable  captain 
of  industry,  and  whose  courage  and  ability- 
have  enabled  him  to  achieve  splendid  results 
and  to  make  himself  known  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative  business   men   of  the   land  of  his 
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adoption.  He  has  various  other  interests  in 
Akron  and  Summit  county  and  has  lent  his  co- 
operation and  influence  in  the  support  of  other 
business  enterprises  which  have  been  of  much 
benefit  to  his  home  city.  He  is  president  of 
the  Klages  Coal  &  Ice  Company,  of  the  Akron 
Germania  Company,  and  of  the  German-Amer- 
ican Company.  His  public  spirit  and  broad 
human  sympathies  have  also  led  him  to  assist 
in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  worthy 
educational,  philanthropic  and  religious. move- 
ments, and  he  has  never  hedged  himself  in 
with  his  business  affairs,  no  matter  how  great 
their  exactions.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Republican  party.  His  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  identified 
with  various  social  organizations  of  a  repre- 
sentative character. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1873,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Werner  to  Miss 
Lucy  Anna  Denaple,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Akron.  Ohio,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Barbara  Denaple.  Mrs.  Werner 
died  in  April,  1900,  and  Mr.  Werner  is  now 
a  widower.  Mr.  Werner  has  three  sons — Ed- 
ward Paul,  Frank  Albert  and  Richard  Marvin. 
All  of  the  sons  were  afforded  the  advantages 
of  Kenyon  Military  Academy,  at  Gambier, 
Ohio,  all  subsequently  attended  school  in  east- 
ern institutions,  and  schools  in  Germany.  Ed- 
ward Paul,  who  is  general  superintendent  of 
the  Werner  Company,  was  married  in  1901,  to 
Miss  Harriet  Poehlman.  and  they  have  three 
children.  Frank  Albert,  the  second  son,  is  now 
maintaining  his  residence  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
and  has  attained  a  high  reputation  as  a  por- 
trait artist.  He  was  married  in  January,  1909, 
to  Miss  Laura  Rueckheim,  of  Chicago.  Rich- 
ard Marvin,  who  is  vice-president  and  assist- 
ant treasurer  of  the  Werner  Company,  mar- 
ried Miss  Eda  R.  Hyndman,  and  they  have 
two  children.  The  family  is  one  of  unreserved 
popularity  in  connection  with  the  social  activi- 
ties of  the  community  and  the  attractive  home 
of  the  honored  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  rec- 
ognized center  of  gracious  hospitality. 

H.  G.  Golden,  M.  D. — A  well  known  and 
popular  resident  of  Willoughby,  and  one  of 
the  leading  representatives  of  the  medical  fra- 
ternity of  Lake  county,  is  meeting,  with  emi- 
nent success  in  his  profession,  having  by  his 
skill  and  knowledge  won  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  A  native  (if  <  )hio,  he  was  born  in 
[863,  in  East  Springfield,  coming  from  thrifty 
Scotch-Irish  stuck  on  both  sides  of  the  family. 


Dr.  Golden  was  an  ambitious  scholar  in  his 
youthful  days,  and  after  leaving  the  public 
schools  continued  his  studies  at  Westminster 
College,  in  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  in  1885.  Three  years  later,  in  1888,  he  was 
graduated  from  Union  Seminary,  in  New  York 
City.  Subsequently  ordained  as  a  minister, 
Mr.  Golden  preached  ten  years  in  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  in  1896  and  1897  was  chap- 
lain of  the  Wyoming  state  senate,  the  follow- 
ing year,  in  1898,  during  the  Spanish  war, 
serving  as  chaplain  of  the  Second  Regiment. 
Rough  Riders. 

In  1904  Dr.  Golden  was  graduated  from  the 
Western  Reserve  Medical  College  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.,  and  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Willoughby. 

Friend  Metcalf. — The  Metcalf  family  is 
of  noted  stock,  whether  the  genealogist  consid- 
ers its  English  or  its  American  record.  Trac- 
ing the  line  no  further  than  to  Ezra  Metcalf, 
great-grandfather  of  Friend,  it  is  found  that 
he  married  a  direct  descendant  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake.  This  original  emigrant  settled  in  New 
Hampshire  and  his  son  John,  who  was  born 
in  Keene,  that  state,  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
mail  carriers  of  western  New  York,  delivering 
the  first  government  bag  ever  received  in  Buf- 
falo. His  official  duties  soon  took  him  into 
the  Western  Reserve,  but  when  he  first  set- 
tled at  Ashtabula,  in  1813.  he  opened  a  small 
store  on  the  east  side.  A  heavy  storm  drove 
the  ship  containing  his  first  load  of  goods  from 
Buffalo  into  the  waters  of  Silver  creek,  where 
it  was  at  once  pressed  into  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States.  Shortly  after  settling  in 
Ashtabula,  however,  John  Metcalf  secured  an- 
other mail  contract  with  the  government  for  a 
western  route  to  Cleveland,  extending  his  serv- 
ice both  in  territory  and  efficiency,  one  of  his 
lines  finally  extending  to  Detroit.  As  this 
phase  of  his  career  covers  more  than  thirty 
years,  it  undoubtedly  places  him  in  the  class 
of  noteworthy  western  pioneers  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  government  mail  service.  John 
Metcalf  died  in  Ashtabula  August  20,  1853, 
his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  181 5.  being 
Clarissa  Sweet,  daughter  of  Peleg  Sweet,  Sr., 
who  migrated  to  the  Western  Reserve  from 
Winsted,  Connecticut,  in  1807.  Mr.  Sweet  be- 
came one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  Ash- 
tabula county,  donating  many  acres  of  his  es- 
tate for  public  purposes.     He  was  a  Revolu- 
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tionary  soldier  at  Ticonderoga,  serving 
throughout  the  war  in  a  New  York  regiment. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Metcalf  had  six  children. 
of  whom  Ezra  Return,  the  second  born,  be- 
came the  father  of  Friend  Metcalf. 

Ezra  Return  Metcalf  was  born  at  East  Ash- 
tabula, Ohio,  March  17,  1818.  and  during  his 
earlier  life  was  a  sailor  on  the  lakes.  Eater 
he  settled  in  Ashtabula  and  became  a  large 
land  owner,  dividing  some  400  acres  among  his 
four  children.  He  died  in  East  Milage,  Janu- 
ary 20,  1900,  having  married  Virginia  Wilkin- 
son Sweet,  daughter  of  Peleg  Sweet,  Jr.  His 
wife,  who  survived  him  until  September  4, 
1906,  was  the  mother  of  four  children  who 
reached  maturity,  viz :  Marion,  Friend,  Chaun- 
cey and  Dennis  D. 

Friend  Metcalf  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  East  Village.  July  28,  1849;  was 
reared  and  educated  in  that  locality  and  is  still 
living  on  a  portion  of  the  family  estate,  neigh- 
bor to  his  younger  brother,  Chauncey.  He  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  is  highly  honored  for 
his  useful  and  virtuous  life.  His  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  Luella  Hayward.  wdio  has  borne 
him  Bessie.  Ruth  C,  Paul  S.  and  Wallace  E. 
Metcalf. 

Chauncey  Metcalf. — Coming  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  from  noteworthy  pioneer 
stock,  being  a  descendant  of  John  Metcalf  and 
Peleg  Sweet.  Sr..  very  early  settlers  of  Ashta- 
bula, Chauncey  Metcalf  well  merits  especial 
mention  in  this  brief  history  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  A  native-born  citizen,  his  birth  oc- 
curred August  2-,,  185 1,  on  the  homestead 
where  he  now  resides,  being  a  son  of  the  late 
Ezra  Return  Metcalf,  and  grandson  of  John 
Metcalf.  His  great-grandfather,  Ezra  Metcalf. 
married  a  .Mis-;  Drake,  a  direct  descendant  of 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  noted  English  explorer, 
and  emigrated  from  England  to  Yew  York, 
locating  in  New  Hampshire. 

John  Metcalf,  burn  in  Keene,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, in  1785.  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
On  attaining  man's  estate,  he  migrated  to 
Canandaigua.  Xew  York,  and  was  soon  busily 
employed  in  carrying  the  mail  from  there  to 
Niagara,  and.  as  soon  as  a  road  was  opened  up, 
his  route  was  extended  to  Buffalo,  where  he 
had  the  distinction  of  carrying  the  first  mail 
bag  delivered  in  that  city.  Pushing  his  way 
westward,  still  with  a  mail  bag  on  his  back, 
he  blazed  the  path  through  the  wilderness  that 
afterwards  became  the  beaten  track  for  the 
hundreds  of  emigrants  that  sought  homes  in 


the  western  wilds.  About  18 13  he  settled  in 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  opening  a  small  mercantile 
establishment  on  the  east  side,  in  the  meantime 
resigning  his  government  commission  as  mail 
carrier.  On  first  coming  here,  he  loaded  a 
small  vessel  in  Buffalo  with  a  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  intending  to  send  the  cargo 
across  the  lake  to  Ashtabula.  During  a  heavy 
storm  the  craft  ran  into  Silver  creek  and  was 
there  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  The  goods  were  stored  on  the  beach, 
but  were  too  badly  damaged  to  be  of  use. 

Shortly  after  coming  here,  John  Metcalf, 
in  company  with  Edwin  Harmon,  secured  an- 
other contract  for  carrying  mail,  this  time  for 
the  route  west  of  Ashtabula,  as  far  as  Cleve- 
land, Fort  Meigs.  Defiance,  and  other  places 
of  importance.  He  visited  Washington  as 
many  as  fourteen  times  to  renew  his  contract 
with  the  government,  going  always  on  horse- 
back. After  coming  to  Ohio,  he  carried  the 
mail  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  a  pair  of  stout 
horses,  and  in  1815  put  on  a  small  stage  coach, 
with  accommodations  for  two  passengers, 
using  this  until  1818,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  a  line  of  mail  coaches  operated  by  William 
Whitman,  of  Ashtabula,  and  Calvin  Cole,  of 
Painesville,  a  line  which  was  subsequently  ex- 
tended to  Detroit.  After  a  continuous  service 
of  more  than  thirty  years,  John  Metcalf  sur- 
rendered his  commission  as  mail  carrier  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Ashtabula,  dying  August 
20,  1853. 

John  Metcalf  married,  in  181 5.  Clarissa 
Sweet,  who  was  born  in  1707.  a  daughter  of 
Peleg  Sweet,  Sr.,  who  emigrated  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  from  Winsted.  Connecticut,  in 
1807,  settling  in  Ashtabula.  In  an  early  ac- 
count of  Jefferson,  Ohio,  it  says  that  the  first 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  met  there  June  20. 
181  1,  and  the  next  day  granted  to  Benjamin 
Sweet  a  license  to  keep  a  "house  of  public 
entertainment"  in  Richfield  township,  also  one 
in  Austinbnrg,  and  a  similar  license  to  Peleg 
Sweet  for  Ashtabula.  Two  grandchildren  of 
Peleg  Sweet.  Sr..  are  now  living,  namely  :  Ha- 
inan C.  Sweet,  of  Flint,  Michigan,  born  April 
22,  1827 ;  and  Rushbrook  P.  Sweet,  of  Cat- 
aract, Wisconsin,  born  October  10,  1832.  Peleg 
Sweet,  Sr.,  became  one  of  the  most  extensive 
landholders  in  Ashtabula  county,  owning  eight 
hundred  or  more  acres.  He  donated  the  park 
on  the  east  side  for  training  purposes,  and 
gave  tn  the  town  the  original  land  for  the 
cemetery.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  serving  at  Ticonderoga  in  1775,  under 
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Captain  Sedgwick,  and  in  a  New  York  regi- 
ment in  1778,  under  Captain  John  Hill.  To 
him  and  his  wife,  Clarissa,  six  children  were 
born,  all  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity, 
living  to  good  old  ages,  as  follows :  Birdsey  S., 
born  August  20,  1816,  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  old  homestead ;  Ezra  Return,  father 
of  Chauncey;  John  Quincy,  born  in  1819,  set- 
tled in  Saybrook  township ;  Clarissa,  born  Oc- 
tober 28,  1822,  widow  of  Robert  Johnson,  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  May  12,  1900, 
she  being,  the  only  child  now  living;  Lorin  D., 
born  in  1824,  resided  in  East  Ashtabula,  and 
his  widow  and  one  son,  John,  are  now  living 
in  Cleveland ;  and  Mary  Matilda,  born  in  1827, 
married  Dennis  Dean,  and  moved  to  Lake  Su- 
perior, her  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
being  the  first  among  this  family  of  children. 

Ezra  Return  Metcalf  was  born  at  East  Ash- 
tabula, Ohio,  March  17,  1818,  and  during  his 
earlier  life  sailed  for  a  number  of  years  on 
the  lake.  Subsequently  settling  permanently 
in  Ashtabula,  he  bought  land  and  began  the 
improvement  of  a  homestead.  Laboring  with 
persistency,  and  using  excellent  judgment,  he 
accumulated  money,  and  from  time  to  time  in- 
vested in  more  land,  acquiring  title  to  upwards 
of  four  hundred  acres.  About  1888  he  divided 
his  real  estate  among  his  children,  and  moved 
to  the  east  village,  where  he  lived,  retired  from 
active  business,  until  his  death,  January  20, 
1900.  He  married  Virginia  Wilkinson  Sweet, 
a  daughter  of  Peleg  Sweet,  Jr.,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Peleg,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Wilkinson) 
Sweet.  She  survived  him,  dying  September  4, 
1906.  She  bore  him  four  children,  who  grew 
to  maturity :  Marion,  Friend,  Chauncey  and 
Dennis  D. 

Chauncey  Metcalf  has  spent  his  entire  life 
on  the  homestead  where  he  was  born,  having 
never  been  away  from  it  more  than  fourteen 
days  at  a  time.  He  labored  industriously  as  a 
boy  and  youth,  assisting  his  father  in  improv- 
ing a  homestead,  and  in  accumulating  property. 
all  working  together  most  harmoniously,  until 
his  father  divided  his  estate  as  he  wished.  Mr. 
Metcalf  received  as  his  share  of  the  property 
138  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  and  has  since 
bought  fourteen  acres.  Here  he  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  with  eminent  success,  making 
a  specialty  of  dairying,  keeping  twenty-five 
cows.  He  also  devotes  much  time  to  stock 
raising,  having  in  his  herd  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  head  of  thoroughbred  Holstein 
cattle. 

Mr.   Metcalf  married,  November   16,   1881, 


Abbie  Cornelia  Foote,  a  daughter  of  Loren 
and  Cornelia  (Ballard)  Foote,  of  Austinburg. 
Her  father  was  an  extensive  property  owner, 
having  interests  in  estates  in  other  places, 
Footeville,  in  Ashtabula  county,  having  been 
named  for  his  father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metcalf 
have  two  children,  namely:  Elmer,  with  his 
father  managing  the  home  farm,  married  Lil- 
lian Large,  and  they  have  one  child,  William 
Chauncey;  and  Florence  Marian,  who.  was 
graduated  with  honors  from  Oberlin  College 
with  the  class  of  1909. 

Edgar  A.  Sellers,  of  Orwell,  was  born  in 
Bloomfield  township,  in  Trumbull  county.  Oc- 
tober 1,  1856,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Hannah 
(Isgrig)  Sellers.  Hannah  Isgrig  was  reared 
at  Newcastle,  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to 
Bloomfield  when  sixteen  years-of  age  ;  sbe  was 
married  there.  Robert  Sellers  was  a  native  of 
Devonshire,  England,  brought  to  the  United 
States  when  six  years  of  age,  by  his  father, 
who  was  a  tailor  at  Bloomfield,  where  he  reared 
his  family.  Robert  Sellers  in  early  life  was  a 
carpenter,  but  later  followed  farming  ;  about 
1872  he  settled  on  a  farm  one  mile  north  of 
Orwell  village.  He  died  there  November  22, 
1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  His  wife 
survived  him  twenty-three  years,  passing,  away 
April  15,  1906.  Besides  Edgar  A.  they  had  a 
son  George,  born  in  1858,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six  years.  He  was  living  on  the  old 
farm  with  his  mother.  This  farm  contained 
167  acres  of  improved  land,  the  old  R.  C. 
Newell  farm. 

Edgar  A.  Sellers  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
in  1880  he  went  west,  locating  at  Butte.  Mon- 
tana, where  he  spent  three  years  as  a  carpen- 
ter. After  his  marriage  he  purchased  another 
160-acre  farm  close  to  the  old  homestead  and 
carried  on  farming  until  1808.  when  he  re- 
moved  to  the  village  of  Orwell.  He  had  op- 
erated a  sawmill  on  the  farm  in  company  with 
William  Northway.  and  since  removing  to  the 
village  has  operated  a  sawmill  there,  still  re- 
taining possession  of  his  farm.  The  mill  has 
realized  six  to  seven  thousand  dollars  per  year, 
and  employed  five  to  seven  men.  He  buys 
the  timber  standing  and  cuts  it.  and  runs  a 
planing  mill  in  connection  with  the  sawmill. 
He  has  directed  his  attention  wholly  to  the 
work  of  the  mill,  which  is  well  adapted  for 
sawing  to  special  dimensions.  He  has  won 
success  through  his  energy,  industry  and  good 
business  methods. 

Mr.  Sellers  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  a  Repub- 
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lican  township  is  often  a  delegate  to  conven- 
tion, and  has  served  seven  years  as  township 
trustee.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Orwell 
Banking  Company,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
director,  and  in  1909  he  was  elected  president. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

February  5,  1883,  Mr.  Sellers  married  Ann 
Chrispell,  who  was  born  May  6,  1853,  and  they 
have  two  children.  Robert  Raymond,  a  stu- 
dent of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  Fred  Wick,  at  home.  The  latter 
served  nearly  two  years  in  the  United  States 
Marine  Service,  and  spent  about  a  year  in  the 
Philippines ;  he  married  Flossie  Brown. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Clark  Atkins,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Jane  (Wagoner)  Clark,  was  born 
November  18,  1826,  in  Uniontown,  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Ohio  about 
1815-6;  when  Nancy  was  two  or  three  years 
of  age  they  removed  to  Springfield,  and  two 
years  later  to  Streetsboro,  Portage  county.  He 
had  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  died  in  old  age 
in  Streetsboro.  After  his  death  his  widow 
lived  in  Dayton  with  a  son.  and  died  when 
eighty-five  years  of  age.  She  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  seven  children.  Four  besides 
Nancy  remained  in  Portage  county,  Robert, 
James,  Jane  and  Sarah — all  lived  in  Streets- 
boro. 

Nancy  Clark  married.  September  20,  1846. 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Frederick  Chris- 
pell, a  farmer  of  Orwell,  and  at  once  came  to 
live  in  Orwell  on  a  farm  on  Grand  River,  at 
New  Hudson.  He  was  born  January  1.  1817. 
and  lived  with  his  father,  Abram  Chrispell. 
Ahram  Chrispell.  born  September  4,  1704,  died 
March  24,  1868.  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  from  New  York;  his  wife.  Cynthia 
Northway,  was  born  Mav  19,  1797,  and  died 
in  1883.  She  was  a  cousin  of  ex-Member  of 
Congress  Stephen  Northway.  Abram  Chris- 
pell came  to  Ohio  about  1820  and  settled  first 
in  Windsor  township  and  later  in  Orwell.  I  lis 
parents  remained  on  the  farm,  and  his  father 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Frederick 
Chrispell  died  January  10,  1862.  having  spent 
bis  entire  life  on  that  farm.  They  had  four 
children,  namely:  Sarah  Medora.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty:  Ann.  married  F.  A.  Sellers. 
mentioned  elsewhere :  Alta  Viola,  unmarried ; 
and  Charles  Edward,  living  on  a  farm  in 
Streetsboro. 

After   living,   fifteen    years   a    widow,    Mrs. 


Chrispell  married,  January  16,  1878,  Marshall 
P.  Atkins.  She  had  been  left  with  four  small 
children?  the  oldest  but  eleven  years  of  age. 
She  had  no  children  by  her  second  marriage. 
Her  husband  operated  the  farm  two  or  three 
years  and  then  they  removed  to  Orwell  vil- 
lage, where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  served 
two  terms  as  recorder  of  deeds.  Mr.  Atkins 
died. August  18,  1885,  aged  about  sixty  years. 
Mrs.  Atkins  is  now  residing  with  Edgar  A. 
Sellers,  of  Orwell.  Marshall  P.  Atkins  had 
been  married  before  to  Clarissa  Chrispell.  sis- 
ter of  Frederick  Chrispell,  before  mentioned, 
and  she  had  been  dead  about  one  year  before 
his  second  marriage.  He  never  had  any  chil- 
dren by  either  marriage. 

Mrs.  Atkins  is  well-known  in  the  village,  and 
has  many  friends.  She  is  greatly  interested  in 
the  early  history  of  the  state,  and  has  had 
many  interesting  experiences,  since  her  parents 
were  among  the  earliest  pioneers.  They  had 
to  endure  the  rigors  of  frontier  life,  and  wrest 
their  living  from  unfavorable  conditions.  She 
thus  had  the  training,  necessary  to  form  strong 
character  and  earnest  endeavor  in  any  under- 
taking. She  has  seen  the  region  change  from 
a  wilderness  to  well-improved  farms,  and  vil- 
lages and  towns  growr  up  where  had  been 
forests. 

John  B.  Wright. — The  glory  of  our  repub- 
lic is  in  the  perpetuation  of  individuality  and 
in  according  the  utmost  scope  for  individual 
accomplishment.  Fostered  under  the  most 
auspicious  surroundings  that  can  compass  one 
who  has  the  will  to  dare  and  to  do,  our  nation 
has  produced  men  of  the  finest  mental  caliber, 
of  virile  strength  and  of  vigorous  purpose. 
The  self-made  man  is  distinctively  a  product 
of  America,  and  the  record  of  accomplishment 
in  this  individual  sense  is  the  record  which 
every  true  and  loyal  citizen  holds  in  highest 
honor.  These  statements  are  significantly  apro- 
pos of  the  life  history  of  John  Baker  Wright, 
who  as  a  citizen  and  man  of  affairs  left  a 
deep  impress  upon  the  civic  and  business  an- 
nals of  the  city  of  Akron,  where  the  major 
portion  of  his  life  was  passed,  and  where  his 
death  occurred  on  the  8th  of  March,  1902. 
Not  by  chance  was  his  name  associated  with 
the  word  progress,  for  he  rose  from  the  low- 
est position  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Akron  to  that  of  president  of  this  old  and 
solid  financial  institution,  to  the  furtherance 
of  whose  interests  he  contributed  in  large 
measure,  through  his  able  services  in  various 
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executive  capacities.  Further  than  this,  he 
had  other  important  business  interests,  and 
he  also  pave  much  of  his  aid  and  influence  in 
support  of  every  measure  for  civic  betterment. 
In  his  death  Akron  lost  one  of  its  most  hon- 
ored and  valued  citizens,  one  who  accom- 
plished much  and  yet  one  whose  life  was 
signally  modest  and  unassuming,  marked  by 
the  most  invincible  integrity  and  by  broad 
human  tolerance  and  sympathy.  A  local  paper 
said  of  him :  "In  the  death  of  Mr.  Wright  this 
city  lost  one  of  its  best  and  most  influential 
business  men.  He  was  always  courteous,  and 
no  man  could  be  better  liked.  He  was  a  kind, 
Christian  gentleman  and  always  ready  to  as- 
sist in  a  worthy  cause."  A  publication  of  this 
nature  exercises  its  highest  function  when  it 
enters  due  tribute  to  such  worthy  and  honored 
citizens,  for  such  records  bear  both  lesson  and 
incentive.  Though  he  died  in  the  very  prime 
of  his  strong  and  useful  manhood,  his  labors 
and  their  results  were  such  as  would  have 
been  of  high  distinction  to  one  whose  years 
had  been  doubly  prolonged. 

John  Baker  Wright  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1858,  a 
son  of  Horton  and  Susan  (Baker)  Wright, 
both  of  whom  died  in  Akron,  to  which  city 
they  had  subsequently  removed.  In  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Akron  he  received  his  early  edu- 
cation ;  he  did  not  complete  the  high  school 
course,  but  the  deficiency  was  made  good  in 
the  maturer  years  of  practical  experience,  well 
ordered  reading,  and  practical  association  with 
men  and  affairs.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
.Mr.  Wright  became  messenger  in  the  First 
National  Rank,  which  thereafter  continued  to 
be  his  business  home  until  his  death.  By  close 
application,  zeal,  courtesy,  fidelity,  and  rad- 
pidly  developing  business  powers,  he  rose 
through  one  grade  of  promotion  to  another 
and  won  for  himself  the  confidence  and  high 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  entered  the  bank  during  the  presidency  of 
the  late  Thomas  W.  Cornell;  that  honored 
citizen  and  influential  capitalist  had  implicit 
confidence  in  Mr.  Wright,  of  whom  he  often 
said  that  he  would  trust  him  with  all  the 
money  he  had.  For  nearly  thirty  years,  from 
1S74.  the  entire  period  of  his  business  activi- 
ties, Mr.  Wright  was  identified  with  the  affairs 
of  the  First  National  Bank.  At  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Cornell,  in  1892,  William 
McFarlin  was  elected  to  succeed  him  in  the 
presidency  of  the  hank  and  Mr.  Wright  was 
advanced  to  the  office  of  cashier.     This  office 


he  filled  until  the  death  of  Mr.  McFarlin,  in 

1895,  when  he  was  chosen  president  of  the 
stanch  old  institution.  The  growth  of  the 
hank,  which  had  at  the  time  of  his  death 
assets  aggregating  $1,500,000,  was  in  large 
measure  forwarded  by  his  well  ordered  policies 
and  the  hold  which  he  ever  maintained  upon 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community. 
A  week  prior  to  his  death.  Mr.  Wright  became 
president  of  the  Baker-McMillen  Company,  in 
which,  position  he  succeeded  his  uncle.  John 
W.  Baker,  after  whom  he  was  named.  He  had 
previously  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  this 
company.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
also  president  and  secretary  of  the  Akron 
Class  &  Machinery  Company,  president  of  the 
Enterprise  Manufacturing  Company,  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Wadsworth,  sec- 
retary of  the  Barberton  Belt  Line  Railway 
Company,  treasurer  of  the  National  Sewer 
Pipe  Company,  and  vice-president  of  the  Dia- 
mond Brick  Company,  of  Barberton.  He  was 
one  of  the  heavy  stockholders  in  the  Dollar 
Savings  Bank,  of  Akron,  organized  in  1001. 
and  also  had  important  business  interests  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  as  well  as  in  Toledo  and 
Pittsburg.  His  ability  as  a  financier  made  his 
advice  valuable,  and  it  was  frequently  sought 
by  other  representative  business  men.  From 
an  estimate  of  his  life  and  services,  published 
in  an  Akron  newspaper,  the  following  perti- 
nent statements  are  taken,  with  but  minor 
changes  in  phraseology :  "He  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  Cornell  estate,  with  its  intri- 
cate problems  and  vast  sums  of  money  to  be 
handled  in  settling  it.  He  was  chosen  by  the 
late  T.  W.  Cornell,  who  had  watched  the 
progress  of  the  young  man  from  the  time  of 
his  first  business  employment.  In  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Wright  and  the  other  executors  the 
large  estate  was  handled  with  such  consum- 
mate skill  as  to  bring  the  largest  returns  to 
the  heirs. 

"Mr.  Wright  lived  a  pure  Christian  life,  and 
be  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  West  Congre- 
gational church,  where  he  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members.  Generous  to  a  fault,  he  was 
always  ready  to  render  to  the  unfortunate  any 
assistance  possible,  and  while  few  of  his  phil- 
anthropic acts  were  generally  known,  they 
were  many.  He  was  especially  interested  in 
the  Akron  city  hospital  from  the  time  of  its 
establishment,  and  had  been  its  treasurer  for 
years.  In  this  capacity  he  worked  hard  for 
the  institution,  although  he  could  ill  spare  the 
time  from  his  business  interests." 
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In  politics,  Mr.  Wright  was  a  Republican  ; 
in  a  fraternal  way  he  was  identified  with  the 
Western  Reserve  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  of  which  he  had  served 
as  first  vice-president,  and  he  also  held  mem- 
bership in  Diamond  Council  of  the  National 
Union,  and  Cooper  Lodge  of  the  Pathfinders. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1889,  Mr.  Wright 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Sperry,  of 
Tallmadge.  Ohio,  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Clarinda  ( Wright)  Sperry,  both  deceased. 
Mrs.  Wright  survives  her  husband,  as  do 
also  their  four  children  :  Margaret.  Harriet, 
Charles,  and  Helen. 

Miss  Caroline  A.  Markham  has  been 
identified  with  the  educational  progress  of  the 
Lake  county  schools  for  upwards  of  four  dec- 
ades, for  thirty-five  years  having  been  a  suc- 
cessful and  prosperous  instructor  in  the 
Painesville  schools,  her  ability  and  popularity 
as  a  teacher  being  highly  spoken  of  by  the 
pat.-ons  and  friends  of  education.  A  native 
of  Ashtabula  county,  she  was  born  in  Austin- 
burg,  on  the  farm  which  she  now  owns,  being 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Abijah  Markham.  Her 
grandfather,  Elijah  Markham.  and  his  father, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  emigrated  from  that 
state  to  New  York,  locating  in  Onondaga 
county.  Taking  up  land  in  Preble  township, 
not  far  from  Syracuse,  the  place  on  which  he 
settled  was  long  known  as  Markham  Hill, 
being  named  in  his  honor. 

Abijah  Markhkam  was  born,  in  1818.  on 
Markham  Hill,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm.  Migrating  to  Ohio  about  1837.  he 
assumed  possession  of  the  tract  of  timbered 
land  that  his  father  had  purchased,  in  1835, 
in  Austinburg.  and  there  resumed  the  free  and 
independent  occupation  to  which  he  was 
reared.  Moving  into  the  log  cabin  that  stood 
upon  the  place,  he,  with  his  father  and  brother, 
began  the  arduous  task  of  reclaiming  a  farm 
from  its  pristine  wildness,  in  his  venture  being 
eminently  successful.  He  placed  a  large  part 
of  the  land  under  culture,  built  a  commodious 
frame  house,  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
in  1804.  Tile  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived 
was  especially  fortunate  in  the  character  of 
its  people,  embracing  the  Austin,  Whiting  and 
Cowles  families,  all  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Alii  jab  Markham  married,  in  1841!.  Mar) 
Anne  King,  and  their  only  child.  Caroline  A.. 
is  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch. 


Albert  J.  White. — The  deep  significance  of 
the  words  of  the  Nazarene,  "The  poor  ye  have 
with  ye  always,"  is  fully  realized  in  every  pop- 
ulous community  today,  and  even  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  the  years  of  the  remote  past. 
Altruism  can  not  blind  its  eyes  to  the  fact  nor 
exultant  optimism  ignore  the  problem  pre- 
sented through  this  source.  There  are  those 
"afflicted  in  mind,  body  or  estate,"  those  upon 
whose  souls  the  burden  of  an  unintelligible  ex- 
istence rests  heavily  and  sadly.  To  what  ex- 
tent this  is  the  result  of  personal  fault  or 
negligence  has  no  definite  bearing  upon  the 
subject  in  its  specific  sense.  The  world,  for- 
tunately, is  not  callous  to  suffering,  but  is  often 
neglectful  of  the  same,  either  through  ignor- 
ance of  the  conditions  or  failure  to  appreciate 
the  misfortunes  of  "those  who  sit  in  darkness." 
Broad  and  deep,  however,  is  the  foundation 
upon  which  rests  an  enlightened  humanitarian- 
ism,  and  in  this  great  twentieth  century,  in- 
stinct with  vitality  and  magnificent  accomplish- 
ment, there  is  a  constantly  growing  sentiment 
in  favor  of  making  the  best  possible  provision 
for  those  who  are  wards  of  the  body  politic, 
upon  which  justly  rests  their  care  arid  suste- 
nance. Each  community  must  needs  assume 
its  share  of  responsibility,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion Lake  county,  Ohio,  has.  in  the  provisions 
of  its  model  infirmary,  at  least  measurably 
solved  the  problem  of  caring  for  the  indigent 
and   unfortunate   within   its   gates. 

It  was  formerly  deemed  sufficient  if  an  un- 
fortunate person  of  this  type  were  taken,  even 
against  his  will,  to  the  infirmary  of  a  county 
and  there  fed  at  as  little  expense  as  possible, 
the  while  there  was  demanded  of  him  every 
iota  of  productive  labor  of  which  he  was  capa- 
ble. The  financial  idea  was  ever  uppermost 
in  the  minds  of  the  management,  and  those 
were  considered  the  most  creditable  results  that 
entailed  the  least  expense  to  the  county,  with 
the  maximum  production  from  the  resources 
of  the  infirmary  farm.  Perhaps  no  more  se- 
vere term  than  carelessness  may  be  ascribed 
to  the  treatment  of  the  unfortunate  wards,  too 
often  held  at  a  status  scarcely  that  of  human 
beings.  The  people  in  general,  in  the  cares 
and  perplexities  and  interests  of  their  own 
lives,  failed  to  lake  cognizance  of  official  rapac- 
ity, and  the  results  were  deplorable  in  the  ex- 
treme. In  Ohio  the  question  of  proper  humani- 
tarian treatment  of  the  poor,  as  well  a-  tin- 
criminal  classes,  has  been  a  matter  of  much 
political  significance  in  the  various  elections  in 
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later  years,  and  the  people  in  general  finally 
came  to  a  fuller  realization  of  the  responsibili- 
ties involved.  One  of  the  tangible  results  of 
the  broader  and  more  enlightened  view  was 
that  of  enacting  laws  providing  for  the  state 
and  county  boards  of  visitors,  whose  inspec- 
tion of  jails,  penitentiaries,  workhouses  and 
infirmaries  has  worked  a  beneficent  revolution 
in  many  details  of  management.  The  present 
infirmary  in  Lake  county  is  one  in  which  not 
only  the  county  but  also  the  entire  state  may 
well  take  pride. 

This  infirmary  dates  its  foundation  back  to 
the  year  1852,  when  the  farm  was  purchased 
by  the  county,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  In  July  of 
that  year  the  original  building,  one  of  most 
modest  order,  was  opened  for  inmates.  In 
1876  the  present  main  building,  of  brick  and 
stone  construction,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of 
$30,000.  Since  that  time  many  improvements 
have  been  made,  so  that  the  building  is  mod- 
ern in  equipments,  sanitary  provisions,  etc. 
The  hospital  building,  was  erected  at  a  later 
date,  at  a  cost  of  about  $5,000.  The  other 
buildings  on  the  county  farm  are  of  substantial 
order  and  the  entire  institution  is  adequate  to 
meet  all  demands  placed  upon  it.  Viewed  sim- 
ply as  a  farm,  the  place  is  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved and  most  effectively  handled  in  the 
county.  The  infirmary  is  located  one  mile 
southeast  of  Painesville,  on  a  beautiful  site, 
overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Grand  river.  The 
farm  comprises  175  acres,  and  a  specialty  is 
made  of  the  dairy  department  in  which  is  main- 
tained an  average  herd  of  thirty  cows.  For 
several  years  past  the  products  have  been  sold 
to  dealers,  and  are  used  by  the  public  in  the 
city  of  Painesville  mainly.  The  average  num- 
ber of  inmates  in  the  infirmary  is  thirty,  and 
there  is  a  manifest  tendency  to  decrease  rather 
than  increase  the  number.  But  little  work  is 
required  of  the  inmates,  the  most  of  whom  are 
practically  helpless  in  a  physical  way.  On  the 
farm  four  employes  are  retained,  besides  such 
help  as  is  demanded  in  the  routine  work  of  the 
institution  itself.  The  infirmary  is  now  prac- 
tically self-sustaining.  To  bringing  the  insti- 
tution up  to  its  present  high  standard  a  large 
measure  of  credit  is  to  be  assigned  to  the  pres- 
ent able  and  popular  superintendent,  Albert  J. 
White,  who  has  been  incumbent  of  this  office 
since  the  1st  of  March,  1894.  His  long  tenure 
of  the  position  is  the  best  voucher  for  the  offi- 
cial and  popular  estimate  placed  on  his  services. 

Albert  J.  White  was  born  in  Middlefield 
township,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of 


February,  1858,  and  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Lucinda 
(Robb)  White,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Trumbull  county,  this  state.  Andrew  White 
was  born  in  the  year  1824  and  he  died  in  July. 
1906,  in  Middlefield  township,  Geauga  county, 
at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His 
parents  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the 
earl}-  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  set- 
tled in  Trumbull  county,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  He  finally  removed  to  Middle- 
field  township,  Geauga  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land,  which 
he  reclaimed  into  one  of  the  valuable  farms 
of  that  section.  He  continued  to  reside  on  the 
old  homestead  until  his  death,  a  man  of  ster- 
ling character  and  a  citizen  who  ever  com- 
manded unqualified  confidence  and  esteem.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  eternal  rest  by  more  than  thirty 
years,  as  her  dcalh  occurred  in  the  year  1872. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living.  Juliette  is  the  wife  of 
William  Emick,  a  farmer  of  Seneca  county. 
Ohio;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Xiles  X.  Goff,  of 
Amenia,  Xorth  Dakota ;  Frank  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years  ;  Albert  J.  is  the  immedi- 
ate subject  of  this  sketch;  Willis,  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Mayville.  X'orth  Dakota ;  and  Ida 
is  the  wife  of  George  Sailor,  of  Corning,  Perry 
county,  Ohio. 

Albert  J.  White  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  dis- 
cipline of  the  old  homestead  farm  which  was 
the  place  of  his  birth,  and  his  early  educa- 
tional discipline  was  secured  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  locality.  He  continued  to  be 
associated  in  the  work  and  management  of  the 
farm  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  when  he  secured  employment  in 
a  cheese  factory  in  his  native  county,  where  he 
became  an  expert  workman  and  continued  to 
be  identified  with  this  line  of  enterprise  for  a 
period  of  ten  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  removed  to  a  farm  near  Chardon,  that 
county,  where  he  remained  until  i8q2,  when 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Perry  township.  Lake 
county,  where  he  continued  to  be  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  was 
selected  by  the  board  of  directors  as  incum- 
bent of  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the 
county  infirmary,  in  which  position  he  has 
served  since  1894,  as  has  already  been  noted 
in  this  context.  On  the  board  of  directors  at 
the  present  time  there  is  only  one  who  was  a 
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member  at  the  time  when  he  received  his  orig- 
inal appointment.  This  is  Lewis  L.  Morris, 
a  representative  farmer  and  influential  citizen 
of  Perry  township.  He  receives  a  stipulated 
salary  for  his  official  services,  and  his  wife 
holds  the  position  of  matron  of  the  institution. 
Both  are  known  for  their  kindliness  and  sym- 
pathy, and  they  find  satisfaction  in  making;  the 
best  possible  provision  for  the  comfort  of  the 
unfortunates  committed  to  their  care. 

Mr.  White  is  a  stalwart  in  the  local  camp  of 
the  Republican  party,  to  the  promotion  of 
whose  interests  he  lends  his  aid  and  influence 
in  every  possible  way.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
in  both  of  which  he  is  identified  with  the  lodges 
in  Painesville. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1879,  ^Ir-  White 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  Can- 
field,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lake  county, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Miron  and  Jane 
(Duncan)  Canfield.  Further  data  concerning 
her  family  may  be  found  in  the  memoir  of  her 
maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Duncan,  on 
other  pages  of  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White 
have  two  daughters — Katherine,  who  remains 
at  the  parental  home,  and  Hazel,  who  was 
graduated  in  the  Western  Reserve  University, 
in  Cleveland,  as  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1905, 
and  who  is  now  a  successful  teacher  in  Athens 
county,  Ohio. 

Samuel  Duncan,  of  this  memoir,  was  one 
of  the  early  pioneer  settlers  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  was  a  man  who  made  his  life 
count  for  good  in  all  its  relations.  For  many 
years  he  was  numbered  among  the  representa- 
tive farmers  and  citizens  of  Mentor  township. 
Lake  county,  where  he  reclaimed  his  farm  from 
the  wild  state,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Ashtabula 
county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Betsy  i-apham,  was  eighty-four  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  her  death.  Both  were  natives  of 
the  state  of  New  York  and  members  of  fami- 
lies founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial 
era  of  our  national  history.  They  came  from 
Chemung  county.  New  York,  to  Ohio,  about 
1820,  making  the  trip  from  Buffalo  on  a  sail- 
ing, vessel  and  disembarking  at  what  is  now 
Fairport  Harbor,  Lake  county.  There  Mr. 
Duncan  remained  four  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  he  removed  to  Mentor  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered 


land,  from  which,  in  due  course  of  time,  he 
developed  a  productive  farm,  in  the  meanwhile 
living  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the  pioneer  days. 
His  wife's  father,  Thomas  Lapham,  had  lo- 
cated in  Lake  county  at  an  even  earlier  date, 
removing  here  from  Canada,  though  his  fam- 
ily was  originally  established  in  Dutchess 
county,  New  York.  Late  in  life  Samuel  Dun- 
can removed  to  Ashtabula  county,  where,  as 
already  stated,  he  passed  the  residue  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  mentality  and 
of  impregnable  integrity,  and  his  name  merits 
an  enduring  place  on  the  roster  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  the  historic  old  Western  Re- 
serve. His  son  Frank  now  owns  and  resides 
upon  their  old  homestead  in  Ashtabula  county. 
Samuel  and  Betsy  (Lapham)  Duncan  be- 
came the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  in 
1909.  Jane,  the  eldest  of  the  children,  was 
born  in  Fairport  township,  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Grand  river  from  the 
well  known  Skinner  homestead,  and  the  date 
of  her  nativity  was  Christmas  day,  1827.  She 
was  reared  to  maturity  in  Lake  county,  where 
she  had  the  advantages  of  the  pioneer  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Louis  M.  Wilson,  who  was  a 
tailor  by  trade  and  vocation  and  who  had  come 
from  the  east  and  settled  in  Painesville.  He 
and  his  wife  finally  removed  to  Unionville, 
Madison  township.  Lake  county,  where  he 
died.  His  widow  later  became  the  wife  of 
Miron  Canfield,  and  she  survives  him  also, 
having  maintained  her  home  in  Unionville  for 
nearly  forty  consecutive  years,  and  being  now 
one  of  the  venerable  pioneer  women  of  that 
locality,  where  she  is  held  in  affectionate  re- 
gard by  all  who  know  her.  Of  her  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  were  born  of  the  first  and  two  of 
the  second  marriage,  and  of  the  number  four 
daughters  are  now  living,  namely :  Mary,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Holden,  a  passenger 
conductor  on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  residing  in  Collinwood, 
( )hio ;  Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of  Albert  J. 
White,  of  whom  individual  mention  is  made 
on  other  pages  of  this  publication ;  Anna,  win  > 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Hancock,  manager  of 
the  homestead  farm  of  his  mother-in-law.  at 
Unionville;  and  Victoria  A.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  Green,  of  Clear  Lake,  a  favored 
summer  resort  in  Iowa,  where  he  has  a  large 
boat  livery.  In  the  community  which  has  so 
long  represented  her  home  Mrs.  Jane  Can- 
field  has  been  popular  in  social  activities,  hold- 
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ing  precedence  at  the  present  time  as  being- 
one  of  the  most  venerable  of  the  native  daugh- 
ters still  resident  in  Lake  county. 

Charles  Walker. — A  skillful  and  practical 
agriculturist  of  Saybrook  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  Charles  Walker  has  spent  his  long  and 
useful"  life  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies,  and  in  its  management  has  met 
with  marked  success.  He  comes  of  Xew  Eng- 
land stock,  his  father,  Elisha  Walker,  having 
been  born  and  bred  in  Massachusetts,  among 
the  Berkshire  hills.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Charles  Walker,  migrated  from  Western  Mas- 
sachusetts to  the  Western  Reserve  in  [822, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  children,  his 
family  including  four  sons,  as  follows :  Elisha  ; 
Ora  A.,  then  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  who  later 
married  and  settled  permanently  in  Illinois ; 
Smith,  thirteen  years  old  when  he  came  here. 
married  Susan  McBain,  a  fair  Scotch  lassie. 
and  lived  in  Ohio  until  his  death,  in  1884;  and 
Alden,  a  little  boy  of  six  years  when  he  came 
here.  Alden  Walker  was  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry, and  preached  in  the  .Methodist  denomi- 
nation for  a  number  of  years,  later  becoming 
station  agent  at  Saybrook.  He  married  Cyn- 
thia Kelley. 

Elisha  Walker  was  twenty  years  old  when 
he  came  with  the  family;  to  Ohio.  Subsequently 
buying  a  tract  of  wooded  land  in  what  is  now 
Saybrook  township,  he  began  the  arduous  task 
of  reclaiming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness. 
Hopeful  and  courageous,  he  endured  the  toils 
and  privations  of  border  life,  and  in  course  of 
time  cleared  a  portion  of  his  land  and  estab- 
lished his  family  in  a  comfortable  home.  He 
was  twice  married.  He  married  first,  about 
1826,  Harriet  Sabin,  who  died  a  few  years 
later,  leaving  two  children — Charles,  with 
whom  this  sketch  is  chiefly  concerned,  and 
Phebe  Harriett.  He  married  second,  Julia  A. 
Blackington,  and  their  only  child,  Harriet  M. 
Walker,  became  the  wife  of  ex-Senator  W.  S. 
Harris,  of  whom  a  brief  sketch  may  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Charles  Walker  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead,  December  21,  1827.  and  has  here 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during 
his  entire  life.  As  a  general  farmer  he  has 
met  with  much  success,  and  very  few  discour- 
agements, each  year  raising  the  crops  common 
to  this  region,  and  keeping  a  fine  dairy.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  financial  and  executive  ability, 
and  since  the  organization,  twelve  years  ago, 
of  the  First   National   Bank  of  Ashtabula  has 


served  as  its  president.  He  is  ever  interested 
in  advancing  the  welfare  of  his  community, 
and,  though  not  an  office  seeker,  wa?  justice 
of  the  peace  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Walker  married  first,  in  1852,  Elizabeth 
Gillette,  who  died  in  1863.  She  bore  him  four 
children,  namely:  George  E.,  borji  in  1854. 
married,  in  1882,  Mary  P.  Simonds,  and  died 
in  1905;  Ruth,  born  in  1856.  married,  in  1879. 
Henry  S.  Kelley,  of  whom  a  brief  sketch  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  work  ;  Helen  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years;  and  Mabel,  born  in 
1861,  lives  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Kelley.  Mr. 
Walker  married  second,  in  1885,  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
county.  Ohio,  in  1834,  coming  from  pioneer 
stock. 

In  1849  Mr.  Walker  made  a  trip  by  water 
and  stage  to  Illinois.  At  that  time  the  only 
railroad  between  here  and  Chicago  was  a  rail- 
road -running  to  Toledo  and  extending  thirty 
miles  west  of  there.  On  this  road  many  of 
the  passengers  got  off  and  walked  to  keep 
warm,  and  all  could  get  off  and  on  when  they 
pleased.  Chicago  at  that  time  was  only  a 
little  hamlet  and  thirty  minutes'  walk  would 
cover  it  all.  Illinois  was  all  government  land 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 
Many  of  Mr.  Walker's  neighbors  and  relations 
had  moved  to  Illinois  on  account  of  the  heavy 
timber  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Walker  visited  them  ; 
but,  finding  the  ague  very  prevalent,  he  did 
not  stay,  but  staged  it  back,  the  journey  taking 
a  week. 

Captain-  George  Billow  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative business  men  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Akron,  where  he  has  maintained 
his  home  for  many  years  and  where  he  is  the 
head  of  the  undertaking  firm  of  Billow  &  Sons. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he 
rendered  valiant  service  in  defense  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  adopted  country,  and  his  entire 
life  has  been  characterized  by  the  same  loyaltv 
which  thus  prompted  him  to  go  forth  in  the 
service  of  the  Union.  He  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent representatives  of  his  line  of  business  in 
the  state,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  and 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Akron,  where  he 
commands  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  at  the  present  time 
president  of  the  Akron  Masonic  Temple  Com- 
pany. 

Captain  George  Billow  was  born  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the   historic  old  city  of  Worms,   in 
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Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1B3?,  and  his  earliest  recollections  touch 
that  beautiful  section  of  the  famous  Rhine 
country.  In  the  schools  of  his  native  land  he 
received  his  rudimentary  education,  and  he  was 
about  eleven  years  of  age  when,  in  1844,  his 
parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Milius)  Billow, 
immigrated  to  America.  The  family  settled 
near  Fremont,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  where 
the  father  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  devel- 
oped a  productive  farm.  (  )n  this  homestead 
the  parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
honored  by  all  who  knew  them.  Both  were 
devout  members  of  the  Reformed  church. 
They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  three  are  now  living. 

Captain  Billow  continued  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained 
to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  carriage 
and  wagon-making  in  Fremont,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  the  work  of  his  trade,  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  Tallmadge  and  Akron,  Summit 
county,  until  July,  1862,  when  he  answered  the 
call  of  higher  duty  and  tendered  his  services 
in  defense  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  became  a  part 
of  the  command  of  General  Franz  Sigel.  He 
manifested  true  soldierly  qualities  from  the  be- 
ginning of  his  active  service  and  eventually 
rose  through  the  various  grades  of  promotion 
to  the  captaincy  of  his  company.  He  had  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  men  in  his  com- 
mand and  was  an  efficient  and  popular  officer. 
He  was  assigned  to  duty  as  brigade  and  post 
commissary  at  Femandina,  Florida,  and  as 
local  provost  marshal  at  Jacksonville,  that 
state.  He  continued  in  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  having  participated  in  many  of  the 
important  engagements  in  which  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  the  Department  of  the  South 
were  involved,  and  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1865.  He  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  (  >hio, 
on  the  26th  of  the  same  month. 

After  the  termination  of  his  long,  and  faith- 
ful service  as  a  soldier  of  the  republic.  Captain 
Billow  returned  to  Akron,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  with  which  line  of 
enterprise  he  was  here  identified  about  three 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  became  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a  stoneware  house.  He 
was  thus  engaged  about  eighteen  months,  and 
about  this  time  he  made  investments  in   Ala- 


bama, to  which  state  he  removed.  His  inter- 
ests there  proved  unprofitable,  and  in  April, 
1875,  he  returned  to  Akron,  where  he  shortly 
afterward  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business, 
with  which  line  of  enterprise  he  has  since  been 
continuously  identified — a  period  of  nearly 
thirty-five  years.  He  is  now  one  of  the  oldest 
business  men  in  point  of  consecutive  record  to 
be  found  in  Akron,  and  his  career  has  been 
such  as  to  retain  to  him  the  unqualified  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  in 
the  various  relations  of  life.  He  conducted  his 
undertaking  business  individually  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  then  admitted  his  sons  to 
partnership,  whereupon  the  present  firm  name 
was  adopted.  The  headquarters  of  the  busi- 
ness are  located  at  the  corner  of  Mill  and  Ash 
streets,  and  the  establishment  is  thoroughly 
modern  in  appointments,  equipment  and  facili- 
ties. In  connection  with  the  regular  under- 
taking- department  an  effective  ambulance  and 
invalid-carriage  service  is  maintained  by  the 
firm.  Captain  Billow  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  National  Funeral  Director's'  Association, 
which  was  organized  in  1880,  and  is  also  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  state  board  of 
embalming  examiners,  before  which  body  all 
applicants  for  licenses  as  embalmers  are  com- 
pelled to  appear  for  examination.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  suggest  and  assist  in  the 
organization  of  an  association  of  the  funeral 
directors  of  Ohio,  and  he  is  widely  known  to 
those  engaged  in  this  line  of  enterprise 
throughout  the  state. 

Captain  Billow  is  essentially  progressive  and 
public-spirited,  but  has  never  been  a  seeker  of 
public  office.  He  gives  his  support  to  the 
cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a 
valued  and  appreciative  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  attained  to  the 
thirty-third  degree  in  Scottish  Rite  Masonry — 
a  distinction  which  well  indicates  the  high  re- 
gard in  which  he  is  held  in  this  time-honored 
fraternity.  He  is  identified  with  the  various 
York  Rite  bodies  in  Akron,  and  his  consistory 
affiliations  are  maintained  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. He  is  also  identified  with  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  is  president  of  the  Akron  Masonic 
Temple  Company,  as  already  noted  in  this 
sketch,  and  is  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

( In  the  19th  of  September,  1854,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Captain  Billow  to  Miss 
Mary  Fink,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Charlotte 
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(  Flemisch)  Fink,  of  Akron,  and  she  was  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  on  the  ioth  of  June, 
1905,  after  a  most  gracious  and  happy  married 
life  of  a  half  century.  The  great  loss  and  be- 
reavement in  the  life  of  Captain  Billow  was 
that  caused  when  his  cherished  and  devoted 
companion  was  thus  called  from  his  side,  but 
there  remains  to  him  the  measure  of  compen- 
sation and  reconciliation  which  memory  and 
appreciation  ever  bear.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Bil- 
low became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  living — Anna,  George  W., 
Charles  Fernando,  Ida,  Albert  C,  Jacob  R., 
Edwin  L.  and  Claire.  The  attractive  family 
home  is  located  at  no  Beck  avenue,  and  is 
notable  for  its  generous  hospitality. 

Edmund  H.  Tryon,  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Willoughby.  was  born  July 
21,  1857.  He  spent  his  boyhood  on  a  farm, 
and  received  a  common  school  education.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  began  his  busi- 
ness career  in  the  employ  of  I.  S.  Ellen  &  Com- 
pany, of  Willoughby.  where  he  remained  five 
years.  He  spent  some  time  in  the  grocery 
trade  at  Warren,  Ohio,  and  in  1890  established 
a  grocery  store  at  Willoughby,  which  he  car- 
ried on  thirteen  years.  In  April,  1896,  Mr. 
Tryon  entered  into  partnership  with  Sidney  S. 
Wilson,  and  purchased  the  hotel  of  which  Mr. 
Tryon  has  since  acted  as  landlord.  The  hotel 
bears  the  name  of  the  "Kingsley,"  in  honor  of 
the  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Tryon's  wife,  and 
most  of  the  time  he  has  been  sole  proprietor 
and  manager.  He  has  made  many  improve- 
ments in  the  building  and  its  arrangements, 
and  has  met  with  success  in  the  undertaking. 
Mr.  Tryon  takes  a  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  progress,  and  is  an  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and 
has  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

March  30,  1880,  Mr.  Tryon  married  Ida  C. 
Kingsley,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Amelia  Kings- 
ley,  of  Willoughby;  she  was  born  in  Kirtland 
and  died  January  26,  1908,  leaving  no  children. 

Nathan  D.  Klumph. — Familiarly  known 
to  the  residents  of  Geneva  township  as  one 
of  the  prosperous  and  practical  farmers  of 
this  part  of  Ashtabula  county.  Xathan  D. 
Klumph  has  here  established  for  himself  a 
reputation  as  a  thoroughlv  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen.  A  son  of  Jacob  Klumph.  he  was 
born  in  September,  1840.  in  Ashtabula  Har- 
bor, where  he  was  bred  and  educated.  Mi- 
grating when  young  from  New  York  state  to 


Ohio,  Jacob  Klumph  settled  in  Ashtabula,  and 
there  married  Harriet  Bugbee,  who  came  to 
Ohio  with  her  parents  when  a  girl.  They 
reared  five  children,  all  sons,  who  all  grew  to 
maturity. 

Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
Xathan  D.  Klumph  began  life  for  himself  on 
the  lake,  and  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
nautical  pursuits.  He  sailed  on  schooners  of 
all  kinds,  and  served  in  all  capacities,  from 
cook  to  captain,  sailing  at  the  last  as  mate  on 
a  steel  freighter.  Giving  up  a  sailor's  life.  Mr. 
Klumph  moved  onto  his  present  farm  in  1872, 
which  he  cleared  from  the  timber.  It  contains 
fifty-nine  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  devotes 
to  general  farming,  in  its  management  being 
exceedingly  prosperous. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  in  1865,  Mr. 
Klumph  married  Lydia  D.  Boomhower,  a 
young  maiden  seven  years  his  junior,  and  into 
their  household  three  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  Guy  A.,  Almon  P.  and  Perry  R.,  all 
of  whom  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Conneaut 
Pock  Company.  Fraternally  Mr.  Klumph  is 
a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  local  Grange.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  liberal  in  their  religious 
views,  and  though  not  a  member  of  any  church 
contribute  toward  the  support  of  churches.  In 
politics  Mr.  Klumph  is  a  Democrat. 

James  H.  Ford,  the  business  manager  of 
Ford  Seed  Company,  of  Ravenna,  was  born 
in  this  city  on  the  30th  of  April,  1864,  a  son 
of  Frank  and  Mary  (Torrey)  Ford,  well  re- 
membered residents  of  Ravenna.  The  father, 
born  in  Rowe,  Massachusetts,  in  1832,  was  a 
son  of  James  Ford,  and  the  mother,  born  in 
Northampton.  Massachusetts,  was  a  daughter 
of  Ripley  and  Lucy  (Bascomb)  Torrey,  also 
from  Massachusetts.  Frank  Ford  came  to 
Ravenna  as  early  as  the  year  of  1853,  an^  for 
some  years  he  conducted  the  first  photographic 
studio  of  the  town.  Selling,  out  his  interest 
in  that  business  to  J.  H.  Oakley,  he  embarked 
in  the  nursery  business,  and  in  1881  he  issued 
his  first  catalogue.  In  the  spring  of  1883  he 
admitted  his  son  James  into  the  business,  and 
in  1885  they  enlarged  their  interests  to  include 
a  complete  line  of  seeds,  and  the  mail  order 
department  is  now  one  of  the  principal  fea- 
tures of  the  industry.  The  business  also  in- 
cludes a  full  and  complete  line  of  garden. 
flower  and  field  seeds.  The  founder  and  senior 
member  of  this  firm  died  on  the  6th  of  April. 
1897,  and  thus  ended  the  life  of  one  of  Ra- 
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venna's  pioneer  residents  and  leading  business 
men.  After  his  death  his  widow  continued  on 
in  the  business  until  she  joined  her  husband  in 
the  home  beyond  on  the  21st  of  April,  1907, 
and  since  then  the  son  has  continued  to  man- 
age the  business. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1885,  James  H. 
Ford  married  Edie  Simons,  who  was  born  in 
Berrien  Springs,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of  Gip- 
son  V.  and  Jane  W.  (Olmstead)  Simons,  who 
were  from  Ohio.  As  a  supporter  of  Prohi- 
bition principles,  Mr.  Ford  was  nominated  by 
his  party  in  the  fall  of  1908  for  state  treasurer. 
He  is  a  member  of  Unity  Lodge  No.  12,  F. 
and  A.  M.,  of  Ravenna  Grange,  No.  32,  and 
of  the  Portage  County  Pomona  Grange.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
since  1894  has  served  as  an  elder. 

M.  Otis  Hower,  a  native  son  of  Ohio,  has 
marked  by  distinctive  personal  accomplishment 
a  place  of  his  own  in  connection  with  economic, 
industrial  and  civic  affairs  in  the  city  of  Akron, 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  attractive 
cities  of  the  Western  Reserve,  where  he  is 
known  as  a  representative  business  man  and  as 
one  with  large  capacity  for  the  handling  of 
affairs  of  wide  scope  and  importance. 

Milton  Otis  Hower  was  born  at  Doylestown, 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1859,  an(i  's  a  son  01  John  H.  and  Susan 
(Younker)  Hower,  natives  of  Doylestown, 
Ohio,  and  representatives  of  stanch  German 
families  early  founded  in  America.  John  H. 
Hower  became  a  successful  business  man  in 
Akron  and  was  a  citizen  who  ever  commanded 
unqualified  esteem  in  the  community,  for  his 
life  was  guided  and  governed  by  the  highest 
principles  of  integrity  and  honor,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  further  the 
general  welfare  of  the  city  in  which  he  long 
maintained  his  home. 

In  1866.  when  M.  Otis  Hower  was  about 
nine  year>  of  age,  his  parents  removed  from 
Doylestown  to  Akron,  where  he  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  and  also 
those  of  Buchtel  College,  in  which  institution 
he  directed  his  studies  with  special  reference 
to  fortifying  himself  for  a  business  career.  In 
1884  he  became  associated  with  his  father  and 
two  brothers  in  the  organization  of  the  Hower 
Company,  of  which  he  became  secretary.  This 
company  built  up  a  large  and  successful  busi- 
ness in  the  manufacture  of  oat  meal.  Under 
the  original  title  the  enterprise  was  continued 
until  June.  1891,  when  the  company  merged 
its  business   into   the   American   Cereal   Com- 
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pany,  of  which  M.  Otis  Hower  became  a  direc- 
tor at  that  time.  Later  he  became  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  great  corporation  and  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee.  He  is  still  a  stock- 
holder and  officer  of  this  company.  His  career 
m  the  domain  of  practical  business  has  been 
conspicuous  for  the  extent  and  varietv  of 
achievement,  and  his  co-operation  and  execu- 
tive powers  have  been  enlisted  in  many  impor- 
tant enterprises  in  Akron  and  elsewhere.  He 
is  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Akron- 
Selle  Company  and  the  Akron  Wood  Work- 
ing Company ;  is  vice-president  of  the  Central 
Savings  &  Trust  Company,  of  Akron;  presi- 
dent of  the  Lombard  &  Replogle  Engineering 
Company;  president  of  the  Jahant  Heating 
Company,  and  also  of  the  Bannock  Coal  Com- 
pany, the  Hower  Building  Company,  and  the 
Akron  Skating  Rink  Companv.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  directorate  of  "each  the  Akron 
Gas  Company,  Commercial  Savings  Bank  and 
the  Home  Savings  Company,  and  is  ever  to  be 
found  ready  to  give  his  aid  and  influence  in 
the  furtherance  of  those  enterprises  and  meas- 
ures which  inure  to  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  his  home  city,  where  both  his  capi- 
talistic and  social  interests  center.  He  is  es- 
sentially loyal  and  public-spirited,  and  is  fully 
appreciative  of  his  responsibilities  and  duties 
as  a  citizen.  In  politics  he  is  a  firm  advocate 
of  the  generic  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  in  local  affairs  he  maintains  inde- 
pendence of  strict  partisan  lines  and  gives  his 
support  to  the  men  and  measures  meeting  the 
approval  of  his  judgment.  He  is  an  implaca- 
ble adversary  of  graft  and  corruption  in  any 
political  organization,  and  has  never  failed  to 
manifest  the  courage  of  his  conviction  as  to 
matters  of  public  policy  or  business  contingen- 
cies. He  is  president  of  the  Akron  Automobile 
Club,  is  identified  with  various  fraternal  and 
social  organizations  in  Akron  and  elsewhere, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Lutheran  church. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November,  1880,  was  re- 
corded the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hower  to  Miss 
Blanche  Eugenia  Bruot,  daughter  of  James  r^ . 
and  Rosalie  (Gressard)  Bruot,  of  Akron.  The 
two  children  of  this  union  are  Grace  Susan 
Rosalie  and  John  Bruot.  Mr.  Hower  resides 
in  the  beautiful  old  Hower  homestead,  at  60 
Fir  street,  and  the  spacious  old  mansion  is  one 
in  which  is  dispensed  a  most  gracious  hospi- 
tality, indicative  of  the  unqualified  popularity 
enjoyed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hower  in  the  city 
which  has  represented  their  home  during  prac- 
tically their  entire  lives. 
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St.  Joseph's  Roman  Catholic  Church. — 
Among  the  many  beautiful  church  edifices  in 
Ashtabula  that  of  St.  Joseph  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  attractive,  and  is,  without 
doubt,  the  church  home  of  a  larger  number  of 
people  than  any  building  of  the  kind  in  the 
city.  This  church  was  founded  by  Rev. 
Charles  Coquerelle  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fifties  as  a  mission,  he  coming  here  as  an  at- 
tendant from  Painesville,  and  in  i860  erecting 
a  small  frame  church  building.  In  1861  and 
1862  Very  Rev.  Alexis  Carm,  V.  G.,  who  was 
in  very  poor  health,  visited  Rev.  Father  Co- 
querelle in  Painesville,  and  while  his  guest  at- 
tended this  parish,  while  thus  employed  greatly 
advancing  its  interests. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  Rev.  James  Elwood  be- 
came the  first  resident  pastor,  and  in  Jul}-. 
1863,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  Tracy,  who 
accomplished  a  notable  work  while  here,  finish- 
ing the  interior  of  the  church,  building  a  parish 
residence,  and  in  September,  1865,  opening  a 
parochial  school.  He  left  the  society,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1869,  free  from  debt  of  any  kind.  Rev. 
Edward  J.  Conway,  his  successor,  added,  in 
1872,  thirty-five  feet  to  the  length  of  the 
church  building,  and  in  1877  erected,  at  a  cost 
of  $2,300  a  brick  school  building,  and  con- 
verted the  original  school  building  into  a  resi- 
dence for  the  Sisters  of  Humility  of  Mary,  who 
had  charge  of  the  school.  In  1880  Father 
Conwav  secured  five  acres  of  ground  for  a 
Catholic  cemetery.  In  August.  1887,  Rev. 
Thomas  M.  Smyth  succeeded  Father  Conway, 
and  remained  in  Ashtabula  until  December. 
1893,  from  October,  1890,  attending  Ash  Har- 
bor as  a  mission.  In  December,  1893,  Father 
Tracy  returned  to  Ashtabula,  and  in  1894  en- 
larged and  remodeled  the  residence,  and  the 
school,  which  was  at  first  under  the  charge  of 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  but  for  many  years 
has  been  controlled  by  the  Sisters  of  Humility 
of  Mary,  was  greatly  increased  in  numbers, 
and  in  value,  having  now  150  pupils  who  com- 
plete the  eighth  grade  studies.  Retiring  from 
the  pastorate  in  1902,  Father  Tracy  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Ash  Harbor  until  his  death,  in  1908. 
Rev.  James  H.  Halligan,  the  next  priest,  was 
succeeded,  June  27,  1903,  by  Rev.  Matthew 
O'Brien,  a  modest,  unassuming  man,  of  middle 
age,  who  labors  earnestly,  and  without  osten- 
tation, and  is  very  successful  in  his  achieve- 
ments. On  November  11,  1906,  the  present 
brick  church  building  was  dedicated,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  present  handsome  parish 
residence  was  completed,  the  two  costing  the 


round  sum  of  $52,000.  The  church  is  a 
very  handsome  building,  with  a  seating  ca- 
pacity of  600  people.  The  interior  finish  is 
exceptionally  fine,  with  plain  tinted  walls,  and 
among  the  decorations  being  fourteen  pieces 
of  statuary  representing  scenes  in  the  life  of 
Christ.  The  magnificent  altar  of  marble  is 
artistic  in  design,  and  there  are  life  size  statues 
of  Christ  and  the  Virgin,  while  the  beautiful 
stained  glass  windows  are  embellished  with 
biblical  scenes,  and,  with  the  soft  lights,  pre- 
sent a  classical  effect.  In  the  choral  loft  is  a 
grand  pipe  organ,  the  music  from  which  adds 
to  the  beauty,  solemnity  and  impressiveness  of 
the  services.  There  is  no  spire  on  the  exterior 
of  the  church,  but  on  each  corner  is  a  belfry 
to  accommodate  the  chimes  which  will  be  in- 
stalled at  no  very  distant  day. 

Rev.  Father  O'Brien  is  a  man  of  earnest 
purpose,  a  conscientious  church  worker,  and 
is  recognized  by  the  people  in  general,  regard- 
less of  religious  affiliations,  as  one  of  Ash- 
tabula's most  esteemed  and  progressive  citi- 
zens. 

Henry  S.  Kellev. — A  man  of  excellent 
business  capacities,  provided  with  a  good  fund 
of  general  information,  Henry  S.  Kellev  stands 
conspicuous  among  the  leading  agriculturists 
of  Saybrook  township,  and  is  considered  an 
authority  on  all  questions  relating  to  general 
farming,  more  especially  those  connected  with 
stock  breeding  and  raising.  A  son  of  David 
H.  Kellev,  an  early  pioneer  of  Ashtabula 
county,  he  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in 
1 810,  coming  from  substantial  New  England 
ancestry. 

David  H.  Kelley  was  born  in  1810.  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  in  the  invigorating  climate  of 
his  native  state  grew  to  be  a  sturdy  and  cour- 
ageous youth.  In  1826  he  bravely  made  his 
way  through  an  almost  unbroken  pathway  to 
the  Western  Reserve,  and  for  three  years 
worked  in  the  tannery  and  shoe  shop  belong- 
ing to  his  uncle,  which  he  afterwards  bought 
out.  Selling  out  his  shop  and  tannery  in  1845, 
he  bought  land  near  by,  in  Saybrook  town- 
ship, and  was  there  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  his  death,  January  3,  1897.  He  was 
twice  married.  He  married  first,  in  1832,  Lucy 
Webster,  a  daughter  of  Norman  Webster,  a 
pioneer  of  this  county.  She  died  in  1847.  at 
a  comparatively  early  age.  Seven  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  three  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  the  others  being  as  follows :  Am- 
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brose  E.,  who  settled  in  Geneva ;  Jesse  P.,  a 
dentist,  who  died  in  1908 ;  Ruth,  widow  of  O. 
R.  Higley,  lives  at  Battle  Creek,  Michigan ; 
and  Ellen,  wife  of  George  H.  Olmstead,  of 
Cleveland. 

David  H.  Kelley  married  second,  in  1849, 
Ellen  M.  Simonds,  by  whom  he  also  had  seven 
children,  namely  :  Lucy  A.,  deceased ;  Mary  P. ; 
D.  Edward,  a  dentist ;  Henry  S.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  Cynthia  M.,  of  Geneva ;  Hattie 
L.,  of  Cleveland  ;  and  Eveline  P.,  of  Cleveland. 

Henry  S.  Kelley  owns  a  fine  farm  of  172 
acres,  and  is  carrying  on  his  chosen  occupation 
in  an  intelligent  and  skillful  manner,  his  labors 
being  crowned  with  success.  He  pays  much 
attention  to  stock-raising,  breeding.  Red  Polled 
cattle,  pure  bred,  which  thrive  well  under  his 
care.  He  is  quite  prominent  throughout  the 
town  and  county,  and  for  three  years  lectured 
before  Farmers'  Institutes  for  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture.  Mr.  Kelley  married,  Septem- 
ber 11,  1879,  Ruth  Walker,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Walker,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  work. 


Levi  hALL,  formerly  of  Willoughby,  now- 
deceased,  came  to  Ohio  in  18 13,  and  there  pur- 
chased 1,000  acres  of  land  for  his  father, 
Hezekiah  Hall,  most  of  it  being  bog,  lying 
along  Euclid  avenue,  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  village  then  called  Chagrin.  Hezekiah  Hall 
was  born  in  1756,  served  in  the  Revolution, 
and  died  in  1832,  being  buried  on  the  Hall 
homestead.  By  his  wife  Susannah  he  had  six 
sons  and  four  daughters,  and  divided  his  prop- 
erty among  his  children.  The  eldest  son,  John 
Hall,  was  a  dairyman  and  cheesemaker,  in 
which  he  was  expert.  He  died  in  Toledo. 
Hezekiah  Hall,  the  second  son,  owned  the  pres- 
ent Houliston  farm,  and  in  later  life  removed 
to  Berrien  Springs,  Michigan,  where  he  died 
in  old  age.  His  son  Chauncey  died  in  early 
manhood  as  the  result  of  an  accident.  Simeon 
Hall,  the  third  son,  lived  to  be  over  seventy 
years  of  age.  Kezia,  the  third  daughter,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Woolsey,  and  lived  where  J.  A. 
Beidler  now  lives.  Later  in  life  they  removed 
to  Willoughby,  where  Mr.  Woolsey  was  pro- 
moter of  the  institute,  to  which  he  donated 
$10,000,  and  which  was  to  have  been  called 
Woolsey  Institute.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years,  and  his  widow  survived  him 
several  years.  They  had  no  children,  and  he 
was  ever  fond  of  young  people,  and  happy  in 
doing  something  to  assist  them,  and  left  his 


money  for  the  education  of  the  young.  He  de- 
lighted in  being  fatherly,  and  did  a  great  deal 
of  good  with  his  money.  He  was  an  enthusi- 
astic Methodist,  with  a  good  voice  and  convinc- 
ing manner. 

Levi  Hall  lived  in  the  house  now  occupied 
by  his  daughter  Almira.  He  was  born  April 
11,  1791,  and  died  April  18,  1835,  in  his  forty- 
fifth  year,  as  had  been  foretold  by  a  fortune 
teller.  He  married  Nancy  Card,  daughter  of 
William  and  Hannah  Card;  she  was  the  elev- 
enth of  twelve  children,  born  September  10, 
1798,  and  died  September  9,  1875.  The  Card 
home  was  in  Willoughby,  near  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad  crossing,  and  both  her  parents  spent 
their  last  days  with  Nancy.  One  son,  Thomas 
Card,  came  to  Ohio  also  about  1813,  from 
Dutchess  county,  New  York,  buying  3,000 
acres,  mainly  river  bottoms,  west  and  north  of 
Willoughby,  for  his  father.  The  old  home- 
stead of  Thomas  Card  is  the  present  old  Dr. 
St.  John  home,  in  the  center  of  Willoughbv 
village.  Thomas  Card  married  Lydia  Dewey, 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  A  daughter,  Louisa, 
married  Dr.  St.  John,  and  lived  and  died  in 
the  old  home.  Mary  married  Judge  Potter, 
of  Toledo,  where  she  died  a  few  years  later. 
Nancy  was  married  at  seventeen,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 9,  1875 ;  she  was  left  with  three  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  a  son  of  fourteen.  She  re- 
mained on  the  farm  and  kept  it  intact,  built 
the  present  residence  and  kept  up  the  business. 
being  an  excellent  manager.  Her  three  chil- 
dren were,  namely:  William  C,  Mary  C.  and 
Almira  C.  William,  born  June  18,  1821,  died 
November  19,  1887;  he  spent  his  life  at  home 
with  his  mother,  and  was  very  domestic  in  his 
tastes  and  was  wholly  devoted  to  his  mother. 
Mary  C.  married  Samuel  W.  Phelps,  of  Paines- 
ville,  and  lived  mainly  in  Painesville.  She 
spent  her  last  years  back  at  the  old  home,  and 
died  in  1903,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

Almira  C.  Hall  was  never  in  very  robust 
health,  and  has  spent  her  life  in  the  house 
where  she  was  born,  and  was  always  a  com- 
panion to  her  mother.  She  graduated  from 
the  Female  Seminary  at  Willoughby,  being 
one  of  the  first  class  of  fourteen  girls  to  start 
the  school,  and  Miss  Anna  Clark,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  being  another.  The  Hall  home  has 
always  been  noted  for  its  great  hospitality,  and 
always  considered  the  headquarters  of  the  en- 
tire family,  both  the  Halls  and  the  Cards.  Four 
of  the  Card  family  lived  at  Willoughby. 
namely:  Dr.  George  Card,  Thomas  Card,  Piatt 
Card  and  Yarnum  Card ;  the  last  named  was 
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an  attorney  in  Cleveland.  Lois  Hall,  related 
to  the  Hall  family,  married  Morris  Holmes 
and  had  two  sons,  George  and  Charles. 

Amos  Ashley  Spring. — An  industrious  and 
well-to-do  agriculturist  of  Geneva,  Amos  A. 
Spring  is  carrying  on  general  farming  with 
satisfactory  results,  year  by  year  adding  to  his 
wealth,  his  farm  in  regard  to  its  appointments 
comparing,  well  with  any  in  the  neighborhood. 
A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  February 
21,  1842,  in  Leroy,  Genesee  county,  being  a 
descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  John 
Spring,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  who  settled  in 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  1634.  His  line- 
age is  clearly  recorded,  being  as  follows : 
John,1  Henry,2  Thomas,3  Henry,4  Amos/' 
Amos,6  Amos,7  Amos.8  and  Amos  Ashley.9 

Amos  Spring. s  father  of  Amos  Ashley,  was 
born  November  2,  1808.  Before  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  probably  in  1844.  he 
came  with  his  family  from  Genesee  county, 
New  York,  to  Ashtabula  county,  which  was 
first  settled  by  Xew  England  people.  Buying 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Geneva  township,  he 
became  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  his  community,  and  here  resided  until 
his_  death,  November  28,  1862.  He  married, 
September  24,  1827,  Clarinda  Webb,  at  Leroy, 
Xew  York;  she  was  born  March  25,  1810.  and 
died  in  Geneva,  Ohio,  July  11,  1877. 

A  small  child  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Geneva  township,  Amos  Ashley  Spring  ac- 
quired his  elementary  education  in  the  district 
schools,  after  which  he  attended  Jericho  Semi- 
nary, continuing  his  studies  under  Piatt  R. 
Spencer,  a  noted  teacher,  and  the  founder  of 
the  Spencerian  system  of  penmanship.  He  af- 
terwards spent  a  year  or  two  away  from  home, 
remaining  however,  in  the  county,  and  then 
assisted  his  father  in  the  care  of  the  home  farm 
until  attaining  his  majority.  The  death  of  his 
father  occurring  about  that  time,  Mr.  Spring 
subsequently  cared  for  his  widowed  mother, 
and  on  the  division  of  the  parental  estate  came 
into  possession  of  thirty-eight  acres  of  land,  on 
which  the  old  buildings  were  located.  The 
house,  which  replaced  the  original  log  cabin, 
had  been  built  but  a  few  years,  and  the  barns 
and  granaries  were  in  good  repair.  Mr.  Spring 
afterwards  traded  that  farm  for  one  in  Austin- 
burg.  Instead  of  moving  to  that  place,  though, 
he  exchanged  his  Austinburg  property  for  his 
present  farm,  which  formerly  belonged  to  John 
Andrus.  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  <  leneva. 
and  has  here  resided  since  assuming  its  posses- 
sion,  in    1878.     Mr.   Spring  has  since  rebuilt 


and  enlarged  house  and  barns,  which  are  now 
models  of  convenience  and  comfort,  and  has 
put  at  least  twenty-five  acres  of  his  land  under 
culture.  The  neatness  and  fine  appearance  of 
his  estate  bespeak  the  thrift  and  good  judgment 
of  the  owner,  and  show  that  he  has  an  excel- 
lent understanding  of  general  farming  in  all 
of  its  branches.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Spring  enlisted,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
physical  disability. 

On  December  25,  1862,  Mr.  Spring  married 
Ellen  Perry,  who  was  born  in  Austinburg, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Laura 
Perry,  who  were  born  and  married  in  that 
place,  Mr.  Spring  having  been  just  twenty- 
one  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and 
Ellen  Perry  eighteen.  Four  children  have  been 
oorn  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Spring,  namely:  Bel- 
Ionia,  the  only  daughter,  died  in  childhood : 
Laroy  and  Larue,  twins ;  and  Benoni.  Laroy, 
of  Painesville,  is  a  ticket  agent  and  telegraph 
operator  on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad.  Larue, 
of  Ashtabula,  is  also  a  telegraph  operator  on 
the  same  road.  Benoni,  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  married  Cora  Callaway,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Walter  Spring.  Mr.  Spring  is  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Metnodist  Episcopal  church, 
which'  he  has  served  for  many  years  as  class 
leader  and  as  trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Roswell  C.  Curtiss. — Not  a  life  of  exalta- 
tion was  that  of  the  late  Roswell  Chapman 
Curtiss,  but  it  was  one  that  was  pure,  constant 
and  noble. — true  to  itself  and  to  the  highest  of 
ideals.  He  was  an  able  member  of  the  bar  of 
Medina  county,  where  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  until  impaired  hear- 
ing made  it  impracticable  to  continue  his 
labors  therein,  and  thereafter  he  was  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  the 
village  of  Medina.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  in- 
tellectuality and  his  character  was  one  of  the 
loftiest  integrity,  which  fact,  as  coupled  with 
his  winning  and  gracious  personality,  gained 
and  retained  to  him  the  affectionate  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  much  in  contact.  He 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  Novem- 
ber 13.  1904,  and  in  his  death  Medina  county 
lost  one  of  its  most  honored  pioneer  citizens 
and  native  sons. 

Roswell  Chapman  Curtiss  was  born  in  La- 
fayette township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on 
April  19,  1837,  and  thus  was  sixty-four  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  Brooks  Curtiss  and  Sarah  M. 
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Curtiss,  being  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight 
children  and  being  survived  by  three  brothers 
and  three  sisters.  Samuel  Brooks  Curtiss  was 
born  in  Durham,  Connecticut,  July  13,  1813, 
and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire. 
He  was  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  coming  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  with  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Lecretia 
(Brooks)  Curtiss,  who  settled  in  Montville 
township  in  1828.  There  the  father  purchased 
a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land,  from  which 
he  developed  a  productive  farm,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  honored  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  section  of  the  township.  Samuel,  Jr.,  and 
his  wife  moved  to  Lafayette  township,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  for  a  time.  Later  they 
moved  to  Medina,  where  they  passed  away, 
the  mother  dying  in  May,  1889,  and  the  father 
October,  1890.  The  Curtiss  family  is  of  stanch 
English  lineage,  and  was  founded  in  America 
about  1622,  when  the  original  progenitors  in 
the  new  world  took  up  their  abode  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  colony.  With  the  annals  of  New 
England,  that  cradle  of  much  of  our  national 
history,  the  name  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied, and  direct  and  collateral  representatives 
of  the  family  are  now  to  be  found  in  the  most 
diverse  sections  of  the  Union. 

Roswell  C.  Curtiss  was  reared  under  the  in- 
vigorating discipline  of  the  pioneer  farm  and 
as  a  boy  he  found  ample  demands  upon  his 
time  in  connection  with  its  work,  though  he 
was  not  denied  his  due  measure  of  recreation 
and  opportunity  for  mental  development.  After 
attending  the  schools  in  Medina,  which  was 
then  a  small  village,  he  was  enabled  to  attend 
Hillsdale  College,  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  for 
one  year,  and  there  made  good  use  of  his  op- 
portunities for  studying  the  higher  academic 
branches.  After  leaving  college  he  read  law 
under  the  able  preceptorship  of  J.  B.  Young, 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Medina  county 
bar.  and  in  due  course  of  time,  thoroughly 
fortified  in  the  minutiae  of  the  science  of 
jurisprudence,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
his  native  county.  He  forthwith  engaged  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Medina,  and  soon  proved  his  powers 
as  an  able  trial  lawyer  and  well  equipped  coun- 
selor. He  built  up  an  excellent  practice  and 
continued  in  the  active  work  of  his  profession, 
when  the  affliction  of  impaired  hearing  made 
his  presentation  of  cases  before  the  courts  ar- 
duous and,  at  least  subjectively,  unsatisfactory. 
Under  these  conditions  he  deemed  it  expedient 
to  withdraw  from  the  work  of  his  profession 


as  an  attorney,  which  he  did  in  the  eighties, 
though  his  services  as  counsel  were  much  in 
requisition  thereafter,  as  his  technical  knowl- 
edge of  the  law  and  his  mature  judgment 
gained  to  him  a  high  reputation  in  this  branch 
of  his  profession.  Thereafter  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  and  his  personal  popularity 
enabled  him  to  build  up  a  very  prosperous  en- 
terprise in  these  lines.  He  continued  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  bar  of  his  native  county 
until  his  death,  and  his  entire  life  was  passed 
in  Medina  county  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  during  which  he  was  a  student  in  Hills- 
dale College  and  one  year  passed  as  a  clerk  in 
a  store  conducted  by  his  uncle  in  LTnion  coun- 
ty. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  incumbent 
of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  few  come  to  this  office 
with  so  admirable  an  equipment  as  did  he. 

Loyal  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  Mr. 
Curtiss  found  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  further  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community,  both  social  and  ma- 
terial. Well  fortified  in  his  opinions  as  to  mat- 
ters of  public  polity  and  also  in  his  political 
convictions,  he  was  an  uncompromising  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the 
Republican  part}-,  in  whose  cause  he  rendered 
effective  service,  though  never  a  seeker  of  of- 
ficial preferment.  He  was  affiliated  with  Me- 
dina Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
was  a  devout  communicant  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  active  in  the  work  and  sup- 
port of  his  parish,  of  which  he  was  a  valued 
member.  Mrs.  Curtiss  also  is  a  devoted 
churchwoman. 

Mr.  Curtiss  was  a  man  of  quick  sympathies 
and  was  instinct  with  human  kindliness  and 
tolerance.  He  was  ever  ready  to  extend  a  help- 
ing, hand  to  "all  those  in  any  ways  afflicted  in 
mind,  body  or  estate."  and  "all  sorts  and  con- 
ditions of  men"  were  his  friends,  as  he  was 
theirs.  Not  upon  him  rested  the  "weary  and 
the  heavy  weight  of  all  this  unintelligible 
world,"  for  he  was  sustained  and  comforted 
by  a  deep  and  abiding  Christian  faith  and  dis- 
cerned the  element  of  good  in  all  men  and  all 
things.  Five  years  prior  to  his  death  he  suf- 
fered a  stroke  of  apoplexy,  which  caused  him 
thereafter  to  walk  with  more  or  less  difficulty, 
but  under  bodily  afflictions  that  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  torment  and  unrest  to  the 
average  man  he  continued  calm  and  unper- 
turbed, grateful  for  the  benefices  that  were 
vouchsafed  to  him  and  secure  in  the  affection-. 


908 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


ate  regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  Of  one  at- 
tribute of  his  character  the  following  words; 
published  in  a  Medina  paper  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  voice  appreciation  and  bear  their  own 
significance,  so  that  they  are  well  worthy  of 
reproduction  in  this  memoir :  "Mr.  Curtiss  was 
passionately  fond  of  music,  and  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  band  he 
manifested  a  deep  interest  in  its  progress,  al- 
ways attending  the  practice  meetings  as  an 
interested  listener.  The  band  boys  appreciated 
his  interest  and  they  attended  his  funeral  in 
a  bodv.  Six  of  them,  F.  F.  Ferguson,  Paul 
Dillman,  Walter  Thorndyke,  George  West,  J. 
White  and  Nelson  Waltz,  acted  as  pallbearers. 
At  the  grave  the  band  played  the  favorite  se- 
lection of  Mr.  Curtiss,  and  the  scene  was  one 
of  the  most  pathetic  ever  witnessed  in  Spring 
Grove  cemetery." 

On  October"  26,  1865,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Curtiss  to  Miss  Frances  E. 
Ticknor,  who  was  born  at  Salisbury,  Connec- 
ticut, on  March  21,  1837,  and  who  was  an 
adopted  daughter  of  Dr.  Benajah  Ticknor; 
her  uncle  was  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
navy  and  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  closing 
vears  of  their  lives  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtiss  became  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Carrie,  who  died  on  December 
3,  1891,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Her 
father,  wno  idolized  her,  found  in  her  death 
the  supreme  loss  and  bereavement  of  his  life, 
and  he  never  ceased  to  mourn  for  her,  though 
bowing  to  the  will  of  Providence  in  this  as  in 
all  other  conditions  of  life.  Mrs.  Curtiss  still 
resides  in  the  pleasant  old  homestead,  on  East 
Washington  street,  where  she  has  spent  many 
years  of  her  life. 

Colonel  George  Mitchell  Wright,  the 
only  son  of  Clement  Wright  and  Lucy  Ayer 
Whitney,  his  wife,  was  born  August  8,  1847, 
in  Tallmadge  township,  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  farm,  one  mile  south  from  Tallmadge 
Center,  on  which  his  great-grandfather,  Cap- 
tain John  Wright,  and  his  grandfather,  Alpha 
Wright,  settled  in  1809,  and  where  his  father, 
Clement  Wright,  was  born.  Of  this  branch  of 
the  Wright  family  four  generations  have  lived 
on  this  farm,  and,  including  Colonel  Wright's 
children,  five  generations  have  lived  in  Tall- 
madge. The  home  of  Colonel  Wright,  how- 
ever, was  on  the  farm  only  during  his  infancy, 
his  father  having  moved  from  the  farm  to  Tall- 
madge Center  and  there  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  when  Colonel  Wright  was  less 
than  two  vears  old. 


The  father  and  mother  of  Colonel  Wright 
were  both  from  well  known  New  England 
families  of  high  standing,  which  had  been 
transplanted  from  England  to  America  prior 
to  1640.  His  father  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  eleventh  generation,  in  the  male  line, 
from  John  Wright,  Esq.,  of  Kelvedon  Manor, 
Kelvedon  Hatch,  County  Essex,  England,  who 
acquired  Kelvedon  Manor  by  purchase  in  1538, 
the  emigrant  ancestor  to  this  country  being 
Tnomas  Wright,  who  settled  at  Wethersfield, 
Connecticut,  before  1640,  probably  in  1639. 
The  mother  of  Colonel  Wright  was  from  one 
of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable  families  of 
Herefordshire,  England,  the  earliest  ancestor 
in  England,  in  the  direct  male  line,  having 
been  one  of  the  invaders  who  came  with  Will- 
iam I  in  1066.  Of  this  branch  of  the  Whitney 
family  the  emigrant  ancestor  to  America  was 
John  Whitney,  who,  with  his  wife  Elinor  and 
five  children,  came  from  England  in  1635  and 
settled  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  Colonel 
Wright's  mother  was  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  this  emigrant  ancestor  to  America ; 
and  before  such  emigrant  ancestor  this  branch 
of  the  family  is  traced  in  England  for  eighteen 
generations  in  the  direct  male  line.  Although 
for  many  generations  after  the  Norman  con- 
quest this  family  was  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished in  Herefordshire,  it  began  gradually 
to  die  out  in  England  about  the  time  the  Ameri- 
can branch  was  transplanted  and  established 
in  this  country. 

Colonel  Wright  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  Tallmadge  Academy  and  Western  Re- 
serve College,  but  left  college  early  in  the 
course.  After  studying  law  at  Akron,  Ohio, 
with  his  uncle,  Hon.  Sidney  Edgerton,  and 
Hon.  Jacob  A.  Kohler  (who  were  then  in  part- 
nership), he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Ohio, 
June  16,  1873,  and  began  practice  at  Akron 
as  a  partner  of  Hon.  Henry  McKinney,  who 
had  then  recently  moved  from  Akron  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  and  desired  a  partner  for  his  Sum- 
mit county  business.  The  law  partnership  of 
"McKinney  &  Wright"  existed  for  several 
years,  and  Colonel  Wright  afterwards  contin- 
ued in  the  active  and  successful  practice  of 
the  law  until  1882.  But  his  interest  in  scien- 
tific researches  in  the  domain  of  geology  was 
so  great  that  for  several  years  he  devoted  much 
time  and  attention  to  scientific  studies.  Finally, 
in  1882,  having  received  an  appointment  as 
assistant  geologist  in  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey  (without  the  aid  of  any  political 
influence  whatever,  but  on  the  recommenda- 
tions  and    indorsements    of   scientific   experts 
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only),  he  left  the  practice  of  the  law  and  dur- 
ing the  next  four  years  devoted  himself  vvholh 
to  geological  field-work  and  investigations  for 
the  government.  Assigned  at  first  to  the  staff 
of  the  Division  of  the  Great  Basin,  his  field- 
work  was  in  Nevada,  California  and  Utah. 
Subsequently  transferred  to  the  staff  of  the 
division  having  charge  of  the  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park,  that 
interesting  region  was  his  special  field  of  work 
for  three  years,  with  field-work  also  in  Mon- 
tana, Idaho  and  Wyoming.  While  his  work 
and  investigations  were  in  structural  and  dy- 
namical geology  in  general,  his  specialty  was 
the  study  of  volcanic  and  crystalline  rocks  and 
the  problems  of  volcanic  action  and  phenomena 
(which  throw  so  much  light  on  mineral  de- 
posits), and  he  also  did  some  special  work  in 
glacial  geology.  During  the  winters  he  was 
stationed  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  New  York 
City,  New  York,  and  Washington,  D.  C.  en- 
gaged in  scientific  study  and  research,  work- 
ing out  the  problems  presented  by  field  obser- 
vations and  collections,  and  writing  reports. 
Having  had  the  valuable  experience  and  edu- 
cation of  these  four  years  of  scientific  study 
and  field  investigation,  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances  and  in  some  of  the  most 
instructive  and  interesting  regions  known,  he 
resigned  in  1886,  although  requested  and  de- 
sired to  continue  in  this  scientific  work  for 
the  government,  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
the  law  at  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  continued 
in  active  practice  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  with  Spain  in  April,  1898. 

Colonel  Wright  has  always  taken  great  in- 
terest in  military  affairs,  and  prior  to  the  war 
with  Spain  he  had  been  an  officer  of  the  Ohio 
National  Guard,  having  held  a  commission  for 
more  than  five  years  in  the  First  Regiment  of 
Light  Artillery — then  one  of  the  finest  mili- 
tary organizations  in  the  United  States.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  war  he  was  commissioned 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
May  13,  1898  (having  been  enrolled  April  26, 
1898),  as  second  lieutenant  and  battalion  adju- 
tant in  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry;  was  detailed  as  acting  ordnance 
omcer  of  the  regiment,  May  14,  1898,  and  ac- 
companied the  regiment  from  Camp  Bushnell, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  to  Camp  Alger,  Virginia ; 
was  appointed  aide-de-camp  and  brigade  ord- 
nance officer  on  the  staff  of  Brigadier  General 
George  A.  Garretson,  June  13,  1898,  and 
served  as  such  until  after  the  close  of  the  war ; 
left  Camp  Alger,  Virginia,  July  5,  with  brigade 
headquarters    and    two    regiments,    and    pro- 


ceeded by  rail  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina — 
the  third  regiment  of  the  brigade  being  trans- 
ported by  rail  to  New  York,  there  to  embark 
for  Cuba;  sailed,  July  8,  from  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  for  Cuba,  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
"Yale,"  carrying.  Major  General  Nelson  A. 
Miles,  commanding  the  United  States  army, 
and  staff,  and  arrived  off  Santiago  harbor 
July  11,  while  the  fleet  was  bombarding  the 
city,  six  days  before  the  surrender;  and  took 
part  in  the  demonstrations  against  the  Spanish 
works  at  the  entrance  to  Santiago  Harbor  be- 
fore the  surrender  of  Santiago,  being  on  duty 
with  the  troops  under  command  of  Generals 
Henry  and  Garretson  held  in  readiness  for 
three  days  under  orders  to  be  landed  at  a  given 
signal,  under  protection  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet, 
west  of  Sacopa  Battery — the  first  plan  being 
to  try  to  connect  with  the  right  of  General 
Shafter's  line,  which  plan  was  changed  to  one 
involving  an  attempt  to  carry  Sacopa  by  as- 
sault. After  the  surrender  of  Santiago  the 
troops  held  on  shipboard,  being  no  longer 
needed  at  Santiago,  were  available  for  the  ex- 
pedition to  Porto  Rico,  the  final  plans  for 
which  were  arranged  in  a  conference  between 
General  Miles  and  Admiral  Sampson  on  board 
the  flag-ship  "New  York,"  lying  off  Agua- 
dores,  July  16.  Colonel  (then  Lieutenant) 
Wright  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  one  of  the 
staff  officers  present  at  this  conference.  Lieu- 
tenant Wright  continued  on  board  the  "Yale," 
which  the  next  day  (July  17)  steamed  east- 
ward for  Guantanamo  Bay,  still  carrying  Gen- 
eral Miles  and  staff,  and  also  General  Garret- 
son and  staff.  The  troops  for  the  first  expe- 
dition to  Porto  Rico  having  been  concentrated 
at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  the  transport 
squadron,  with  its  naval  convoy,  sailed  for 
Porto  Rico,  July  21,  carrying  an  effective  force 
of  only  about  3,300  troops  to  invade  the  island 
of  Porto  Rico,  where  the  enemy  then  had 
8.233  Spanish  regulars  and  9,107  armed  vol- 
unteers— more  than  17,000  troops  in  all.  But, 
General  Miles  having  outwitted  the  Spanish 
commanders  by  causing  the  course  of  the  fleet 
to  be  changed  at  the  last  moment,  a  landing 
was  effected  at  Guanica,  on  the  southwestern 
coast  of  Porto  Rico,  July  25.  without  loss  of 
life.  Lieutenant  Wright  was  with  the  first 
troops  landed  here,  and  was  present  when 
General  Miles  formally  planted  the  flag  and 
took  possession  of  the  island  for  the  United 
States  ;  and  he  also  took  part  in  the  decisive 
action  of  the  next  day  (July  26),  under  Gen- 
eral Garretson,  in  front  of  Yauco,  Porto  Rico, 
which  gave  the  American  troops  possession  of 
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the  important  town  of  Yauco  and  the  railroad 
leading  thence  to  Ponce,  and  resulted  in  the 
surrender  of  Ponce,  then  the  largest  town  on 
the  island,  without  resistance.  In  the  com- 
manding general's  official  report  of  this  action 
the  name  of  Lieutenant  Wright  appears  in  a 
list  of  the  names  of  eight  officers  "especially 
commended  for  gallantry  and  coolness  under 
fire."  Lieutenant  Wright  accompanied  the 
troops  under  Generals  Henry  and  Garretson 
on  the  march  from  Guanica,  via  Yauco,  to 
Ponce ;  and,  in  General  Miles'  subsequent  con- 
certed movement  of  the  four  columns  of  troops 
from  the  southern  coast  northward,  Lieutenant 
Wright  accompanied  the  left-center  column, 
under  Generals  Henry  and  Garretson.  in  its 
march  from  Ponce  over  the  mountain  trail, 
via  Adjuntas  and  Utuado,  toward  Arecibo — 
which  column  penetrated  farther  north  than 
any  other  American  troops  before  the  peace 
protocol  put  an  end  to  hostilities. 

Colonel  (then  Lieutenant)  Wright  was  rec- 
ommended for  brevets  as  first  lieutenant  and 
captain  ( recommendation  indorsed  and  ap- 
proved by  General  Miles)  for  meritorious  serv- 
ices during  the  Porto  Rican  campaign,  and 
for  great  personal  bravery  in  action  with  Span- 
ish troops  near  Yauco,  Porto  Rico.  July  26. 
1898;  and,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  November  21.  1898.  In  1899 
he  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  is  still 
engaged  in  active  practice  at  Akron,  Ohio. 

In  the  Ohio  National  Guard  Colonel  Wright 
has  held  the  following  commissions  and  posi- 
tions :  Second  lieutenant,  First  Regiment, 
Light  Artillery  ;  second  lieutenant  and  battalion 
adjutant.  Eighth  Regiment  Infantry :  captain 
and  regimental  adjutant.  Eighth -Regiment  In- 
fantry ;  acting  adjutant  general.  Second  Bri- 
gade ;  lieutenant-colonel  and  assistant  adjutant 
general,  adjutant  general  of  division  ;  lieuten- 
ant-colonel and  chief  of  staff  of  division  ;  and 
colonel  and  chief  of  staff  of  division.  He  is 
now  (June.  1909)  chief  of  staff  of  division, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  also  chief  of  ord- 
nance of  the  Ohio  National  Guard ;  and  he 
has  served  as  such  chief  of  staff,  or  as  adju- 
tant general  and  chief  of  staff,  ever  since  Janu- 
ary 29,  1900 — for  very  nearly  ten  years. 

Colonel  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  Philo- 
sophical Society  of  Washington.  D.  C.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  college 
fraternity,  and  a  member  of  numerous  military 
and  patriotic  orders  and  societies,  in  several  of 
which  he  has  held  some  of  the  higher  offices. 

Colonel    Wright    was    married    October    18, 


1876,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  to  Lucy  Josephine  Hale, 
of  Akron,  a  daughter  of  James  Madison  Hale 
and  Sarah  Allen,  his  wife.  Their  children,  all 
born  at  Tallmadge,  Ohio,  are :  (1 )  Clement 
Hale  Wrisdit,  born  July  4.  1882,  who  gradu- 
ated at  the  United  States  Military  Academy, 
June  15,  1904,  and  is  now  a  second  lieutenant 
in  the  Second  United  States  Infantry,  on  duty 
with  his  regiment:  (2)  Allen  Whitney  Wright, 
born  July  17,  1889;  and  (3)  George  Maltby 
Wright,  born  June  24,  1892.  Lieutenant  Cle- 
ment Hale  Wright  was  married  at  Hartwell  1  a 
suburb  of  Cincinnati),  Ohio,  January  1,  1906. 
to  Laura  Mitchell,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Frank 
Gridley  Mitchell.  D.  D..'  and  Mary  Electa 
Davis,  his  wife. 

Edward  Welton  Bassett  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Portage  county.  Ohio, 
March  19,  1834,  a  son  of  William  and  Eloise 
(Welton)  Bassett.  The  parents  were  married 
in  Connecticut  on  the  27th  of  February,  1817. 
and  soon  afterward  they  started  on  the  over- 
land journey  with  teams  and  wagons  to  the 
Western  Reserve  of  Ohio,  and,  arriving  in 
Portage  county,  they  established  their  home 
in  the  then  dense  woods  of  Franklin  township. 
In  time  they  succeeded  in  clearing  their  farm 
there,  and  their  names  are  enrolled  among  the 
earliest  of  pioneers  of  that  community. 

Edward  W.  Bassett,  the  third  born  of  their 
four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  be- 
came associated  early  in  life  with  the  Cleve- 
land &  Pittsburg  Railroad  as  a  brakeman,  and 
he  had  previously  worked  as  a  driver  on  the 
Erie  canal.  He  continued  his  railroading  work 
with  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Company 
as  a  conductor  and  messenger  for  twentv-four 
years,  then  for  eight  years  was  an  express 
agent  at  Ravenna,  and  during  six  months  was 
a  United  States  Express  agent  at  Youngs- 
town.  Coming  to  the  city  of  Kent  in  1886,  he 
remained  with  the  American  Express  Company 
until  his  death,  two  years  later,  on  the  17th 
of  August,  1888.  He  married  at  Norton,  in 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  September  6.  1856. 
Harriet  Brewster,  and  their  two  children  were : 
Charles  E..  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Georgi- 
anna.  who  became  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Simmons 
and  resides  in  Rochester,  New  York.  This 
wife  died  on  the  21st  of  September.  1868.  and 
on  the  12th  of  January.  1870,  Mr.  Bassett  was 
married  to  Adelia  Woodard,  who  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  December  20.  1838.  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Maria  (Hopkins) 
Woodard.  natives  respectively  of  Ravenna  and 
of  the  state  of  Vermont.     Her  grandparents 
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on  the  paternal  side,  Joshua  and  Rebecca 
(Wooden)  Woodard,  came  from  the  New 
England  states  to  Ohio  in  1806..  and  her  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  Rudd  and  Ann  (Scott) 
Hopkins,  were  from  Vermont.  Joshua  Wood- 
ard  worked  for  a  time  in  a  woolen  mill  in  Port- 
age county,  and  then  moved  to  Illinois,  but  he 
later  returned  and  died  in  Kent.  His  son  James 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Ravenna 
township,  and  in  his  early  life  he  began  farm 
work.  During  a  few  years  he  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  hotel  in  Kent,  and  then,  returning 
to  the  country,  he  purchased  a  farm  just  north- 
west of  Kent  and  died  there  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1882.  He  served  two  terms  as  sheriff 
of  Portage  county.  His  wife  survived  him  but 
two  years,  and  died  on  the  23d  of  March,  1884. 
Of  their  family  of  ten  children,  five  are  now 
living,  namely  :  Adelia,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Bassett;  Stella  M.,  now  Mrs.  Newton 
Hall,  of  Kent;  Lucy  A.,  the  wife  of  George 
Furry,  of  Kent ;  Alary  E.,  the  wife  of  Richard 
Williams,  also  of  this  city :  and  Charles,  who 
owns  the  old  home  farm  at  Kent.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs. 
Bassett:  Harriet  E.,  who  died  on  the  17th  of 
August.  1878.  aged  four  years  and  seven 
months ;  Bertha,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and 
Carrie  L.s  who  was  born  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1881,  and  became  the  wife  of  Frank  L.  Galla- 
way.  Thev  reside  with  her  mother,  and  he  is 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  celery.  Airs.  Bas- 
sett resides  in  the  home  which  her  husband 
erected  in  1 87 1.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Disciple  church,  and  he  was  a  Sir  Knight 
Alason  at  Akron  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  at  Kent. 

Carl  H.  Curtiss. — Engaged  in  the  success- 
ful practice  of  his  profession  at  Kent.  Air. 
Curtiss  is  a  representative  member  of  the  bar 
of  his  native  county,  and  is  a  scion  of  one  of 
its  old  and  honored  pioneer  families,  as  the 
context  of  this  sketch  will  presently  show.  He 
was  born  in  Charlestown  township,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  which  township  was  named  in 
honor  of  his  paternal  great-grandfather,  and 
the  date  of  his  nativity  was  July  2^,  1872.  He 
is  a  son  of  Alfred  B.  and  Ellen  (Knowlton) 
Curtiss.  both  likewise  natives  of  Portage 
county.  The  father  was  born  cm  the  farm 
upon  which  he  now  maintains  his  home,  in 
Charlestown  township,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
successful  agriculturists  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  that  section  of  the  county,  where  he  has 
a  finely  improved  landed  estate  of  135  acres. 
He  is  a  son  of  Henry  Curtiss,  who  was  born 


in  the  state  of  Alassachusetts  and  who  was  a 
youth  at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration 
to  the  Western  Reserve.  He  was  a  son  of 
Charles  Curtiss.  likewise  a  native  of  the  old 
Bay  state,  where  the  family  was  founded  in 
the  colonial  days,  and  Charles  Curtiss  came  to 
Portage  county  about  1809.  He  secured  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  what  is  now  Charlestown 
township,  and  there  set  to  himself  the  arduous 
task  of  reclaiming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness. 
The  township  of  Charlestown  was  named  in 
his  honor,  as  derived  from  his  Christian  name, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  historical  record  that  a 
barrel  of  whiskey  was  donated  to  assist  in  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  in  the  locality,  on 
consideration  of  the  name  of  Charlestown 
being  applied  to  the  newly  organized  township. 
In  view  of  the  latter-day  attitude  in  regard  to 
the  association  of  the  somewhat  incongruous 
ideas  of  church  promotion  and  spirituous 
liquors,  it  should  be  recalled  that  in  the  pioneer 
days  ardent  spirits  were  handled  and  used  in 
a  far  different  manner  than  at  the  present,, 
and  without  abuse  save  in  rare  instances.  The 
little  general  store  had  its  liquor  for  sale,  and 
in  the  isolation  and  lack  of  medical  facilities 
whiskey  found  a  definite  place  and  usefulness 
in  practically  every  household.  In  view  of 
these  conditions  the  transaction  above  noted 
loses  much  of  its  seeming  inconsistencv  and 
robs  later  generations  of  a  "good  joke,"  as  it 
would  be  considered  today.  Charles  Curtiss 
and  his  family  thus  numbered  themselves 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  historic  old  Western 
Reserve,  and  the  name  has  since  been  continu- 
ously and  prominently  identified  with  the  an- 
nals of  the  township  named  in  honor  of  its 
founder  in  Portage  county.  The  name  has 
stood  for  the  highest  type  of  citizenship — ex- 
ponent of  sterling  character,  productive  indus- 
try, loyalty  to  civic  and  moral  duties  and  ob- 
ligations, and  devotion  to  the  elements  through 
which  are  promoted  the  best  interests  of  the 
community.  Charles  Curtiss  passed  to  his  re- 
ward in  the  fulness  of  years  and  honors,  and 
the  work  of  development  which  he  instituted 
in  Charlestown  township  was  carried  forward 
by  his  sons,  including  Henry,  who  likewise  be- 
came one  of  the  prosperous  fanners  of  that 
section  and  who  was  a  man  who  commanded 
unqualified  esteem  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
Alfred  I',.  Curtiss,  father  of  Carl  il„  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Charlestown  township. 
to  whose  common  schools  he  is  indebted  for 
his  early  educational  discipline,  and  in  his  na- 
tive township  lie  has  been  continuously  identi- 
fied   with    the   great   basic   art    of   agriculture 
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from  his  boyhood  days  to  the  present  time. 
It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  and  pride  to  him 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  fine  old  homestead 
farm  on  which  he  was  born  and  which  is  en- 
deared to  him  by  the  gracious  associations  of 
the  past.  He  is  influential  in  public  affairs  of 
a  local  order,  independent  in  politics,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  His 
first  wife,  Ellen  (Knowlton)  Curtiss,  was  born 
in  Xelson  township,  Portage  county,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Willard  R.  Knowlton,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  sterling  pio- 
neers of  Xelson  township,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Ellen  Curtiss 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  when  but 
thirty-six  years  of  age,  and  of  her  three  chil- 
dren two  are  living,  of  whom  the  elder  is  Carl 
H.,  to  whom  this  article  is  dedicated;  Emma 
Y.  is  the  wife  of  Professor  M.  O.  Carter,  who 
is  principal  of  Hazel  Green  College,  at  Hazel 
Green,  Kentucky,  a  school  maintained  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Christian  or  Disciples' 
church.  For  his  second  wife  Alfred  B.  Cur- 
tiss married  Miss  Mary  L.  Hinman,  and  of 
the  three  children  of  this  union  two  are  living 
— Ansel  B.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  Edward  G., 
who  is  a  student  in  the  Buchtel  College,  Akron. 
The  earliest  recollections  of  Carl  H.  Cur- 
tiss are  those  associated  with  the  home  farm 
and  he  early  began  to  assist  in  its  work,  in 
the  meanwhile  duly  availing  himself  of  the 
privileges  of  the  district  school,  after  complet- 
ing the  curriculum  of  which  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  graded  schools  in  the  city  of 
Ravenna,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  high 
school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1892.  He 
began  reading  law  in  that  city,  under  effective 
preceptorship,  and  finally  was  matriculated  in 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Ohio, 
in  Columbus,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1895.  and  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  was  forthwith  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  his  native  state  and  located  in  Ravenna,  the 
judicial  center  of  his  native  county,  where  he 
was  associated  in  the  work  of  his  profession 
with  I.  T.  Siddall  for  three  years,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Siddall  &  Curtiss.  He  then,  in 
1898,  took  up  his  residence  in  the  thriving 
little  city  of  Kent,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful  both  as 
an  advocate  and  as  a  counsellor.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  professional  work  he  is  also  agent 
for  leading  fire  insurance  companies.  He  has 
appeared  in  connection  with  much  important 


litigation  and  his  clientage  is  of  substantial  and 
representative  order. 

In  politics  Mr.  Curtiss  is  an  uncompromis- 
ing advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies  for 
which  the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor, 
and  he  has  given  effective  aid  in  promotion  of 
the  party  cause  in  his  native  county.  He  served 
one  term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  but  has  never 
been  ambitious  for  public  office.  He  served 
as  chairman  of  the  county  executive  committee 
ot  Portage  county  local  option  association  and 
has  been  loyal  and  public-spirited  in  his  atti- 
tude as  a  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  are  zealous 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  and  he 
is  identified  with  various  civic  and  social  organ- 
izations in  his  home  city.  Mr.  Curtiss  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  his  wife 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  to  which  Mr.  Curtiss  also 
belongs. 

On  February  1,  1896,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Curtiss  to  Miss  Bessie  A. 
Copeland,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Susan 
(Shelliday)  Copeland,  of  Charlestown  town- 
ship, and  they  have  three  children, — Carl 
Harold,  born  in  1898:  James  Alfred,  born  in 
1901  ;  and  Marjorie  Ellen,  born  in  1905.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Curtiss  are  prominent  and  popular 
in  connection  with  the  social  activities  of  their 
home  city  and  in  their  residence  is  dispensed 
a  gracious  hospitality. 

Aaron  B.  Stutzmax.  who  has  devoted  near- 
ly his  entire  life  to  the  work  of  education,  has 
been  identified  with  the  educational  interests 
of  Portage  county  during  many  years,  and  his 
labors  have  been  effective  in  raising  tne  stand- 
ard of  the  schools  until  the  system  is  one  of 
which  every  citizen  of  the  community  has  rea- 
son to  be  proud.  In  his  earlv  life  he  received 
a  splendid  training  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  vicinity  in  which  he  lived,  in  the  Smith- 
ville  high  school  and  in  Mt.  Union  College, 
where  lie  completed  the  classical  course  and 
graduated  in  1871  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  His 
college  life,  however,  was  interrupted  bv  his 
enlistment  in  the  war  while  in  his  sophomore 
year,  but  after  all  his  scholarship  was  of  the 
highest  grade  in  all  his  college  work,  and  his 
relations  with  the  students  and  the  faculty  were 
of  ttie  most  pleasant.  After  his  graduation 
from  college  he  entered  upon  his  long  and  suc- 
cessful career  in  connection  with  educational 
work,  and  his  labors  along  this  line  include  his 
principalship  of  the  Smithville  schools  for  one 
year,  of  the  Dalton  schools  two  years,  of  the 
Doylestown  public  schools  two  years,  of  the 
Wadswo-th  public  schools  three  years,  and  it 
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was  while  located  at  Wadsworth  that  he  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  county  school  ex- 
aminer of  Medina  county.  Mr.  Stutzman  filled 
that  position  three  years.  In  1878  he  resigned 
his  connection  with  the  Wadsworth  schools  to 
assume  the  superintendency  of  the  schools  of 
Kent,  and  after  many  years  of  faithful  and 
efficient  service  in  their  behalf  he  resigned  in 
IQ07  and  now  represents  the  Canada  Life  In- 
surance Company. 

During,  fifteen  years  Mr.  Stutzman  served 
Portage  county  well  and  earnestly  as  its  school 
examiner.  When  he  took  charge  of  the  schools 
of  Kent  there  was  but  one  large  central  build- 
ing, while  now  the  city  can  boast  of  three  large 
and  splendid  buildings,  and  the  schools  under 
his  supervision  took  rank  among  the  best  in 
the  state.  He  has  received  many  flattering 
offers  in  the  past  to  accept  school  work  in 
larger  cities,  but  he  remained  loyal  to  those 
of  his  adopted  home.  ,  During  the  winter  of 
1877  he  passed  a  rigid  examination  before  the 
state  board  of  examiners  and  was  granted  a  life 
certificate  of  a  high  school  grade  valid  in  any 
public  school  of  the  commonwealth.  In  1888 
he  pursued  a  post  graduate  course  in  connec- 
tion with  Wooster  University,  and  that  insti- 
tution conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Philosophy. 

Aaron  B.  Stutzman  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  March  23,  1842,  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Katherine  (Miller)  Stutzman,  of  German 
descent.  His  great-grandfather  on  the  paternal 
side  came  from  the  fatherland  about  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  located  at  Easton 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
the  grandfather  of  Aaron  was  born.  When 
he  had  attained  to  manhood's  estate  he  moved 
to  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  it  was 
there  that  his  son  Henry  was  born  and  it  was 
there  also  that  the  latter  became  acquainted 
with  his  future  wife.  After  their  marriage 
they  moved  to  Ohio,  this  being  in  the  spring 
of  1826,  and  they  located  in  Wayne  county. 
They  made  the  journey  hither  with  ox  team, 
and  on  their  arrival  they  pre-empted  a  quarter 
section  of  land  and  in  time  converted  their 
land  from  a  wilderness  to  a  splendidly  im- 
proved farm.  There  they  lived  and  labored 
for  twenty-five  years  and  more,  and  there  their 
children  were  born  and  reared  to  lives  of  use- 
fulness and  honor,  but  in  preparing  their  home 
and  raising  their  laree  family  of  children  the 
parents  underwent  many  hardships  and  suf- 
fered much  self  denial.  The  faithful  wife  and 
mother  died  in  May  of  1848.  but  the  father 
lived  to  see  his  children  well  settled  in  life  and 


finally  passed  away  in  October  of  1878.  Their 
family  numbered  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, and  three  of  their  sons  served  their  coun- 
try well  and  faithfully  in  its  Civil  war,  and  two 
were  called  upon  to  lay  down  their  lives  on  the 
altar  of  freedom.  Aaron  B.  enlisted  while  a 
student  in  college,  entering  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  one  of  his  cherished  possessions  is  a 
card  of  thanks  conferred  upon  him  for  patriotic 
and  valuable  service  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah  and  at  Monocacy.  and  this  card 
bears  the  signature  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  secretary  of  war,  Edwin  M.  Stanton.  He 
is  a  member  of  A.  H.  Day  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No. 
185,  and  is  a  past  post  commander,  while  twice 
he  has  represented  the  order  on  the  national 
encampment  staff.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Kent,  and  a  Republican  in 
politics  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  since  child- 
hood. 

Mr.  Stutzman  married  on  August  15,  1872, 
Jennie  Clippinger.  a  daughter  of  Israel  Clip- 
pinger,  for  many  years  a  dry  goods  merchant 
at  Dalton,  Ohio.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  are  Edwin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years ;  Grace  E. ;  William  G.,  and  Charles  A. 

Nancy  W.  Squire. — Prominent  among  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve  were 
the  Squires  and  the  Wolcotts,  and  descendants 
of  both  are  now  numbered  among  the  honored 
citizens  of  Oberlin  and  of  Lorain  county.  The 
Squire  family  was  established  in  the  Western 
Reserve  by  Samuel  Squire,  who  came  from 
Massachusetts  to  Geauga  county  with  an  ox 
team  soon  after  his  first  marriage,  some  time 
in  the  year  of  1820.  He  was  twice  married, 
wedding,  first  Sophia  Hurd,  a  member  of  a 
Maryland  family,  and  his  second  wife  was 
Mrs.  Nancy  (Hastings)  Paine.  This  Samuel 
Squire  was  by  trade  a  tanner,  and  he  estab- 
lished a  tannery  at  Chardon. 

Samuel  Squire,  the  second,  and  a  son  of  the 
emigrant  Samuel  by  his  first  marriage,  was 
born  at  Chardon  on  November  11,  1828,  and 
in  the  fall  of  185 1  he  married  Nancv  W.  Wol- 
cott,  born  in  Trumbull  county,  July  12,  1834. 
Her  father  was  Josiah  Wolcott,  who  came 
with  his  brother  Theodore  from  Connecticut 
to  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  during  the  last 
years  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Josiah  Wol- 
cott was  a  grandson  of  Captain  Samuel  Wol- 
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cott,  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  born  on 
November  13.  1720.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Yale,  and  he  married  Lois  Goodrich.  He 
was  in  direct  line  from  Henry  Wolcott,  who 
came  over  from  England  in  1630  and  set- 
tled at  Dorchester.  Massachusetts.  In  this 
same  family  were  Roger  and  Oliver  Wolcott, 
governors  of  Connecticut  and  own  cousins  of 
Josiah  Wolcott.  This  Josiah  Wolcott.  father 
of  Mrs.  Squire,  was  born  on  September  17, 
1755,  and  he  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He 
married  first  Lydia  Russell,  born  at  Wethers- 
field, Connecticut,  May  13,  1779.  She  died  in 
1805,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs. 
Nancy  (Williams)  Higgins,  widow  of  Dr. 
Higgins,  of  Wethersfield.  She  died  in  1824, 
and  Mr.  Wolcott  married  for  his  third  wife 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Fithian  Brown,  from 
Warren.  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  this  third 
marriage  occurring  in  May  of  1829,  and  Mrs. 
Squire  was  their  only  child.  Josiah  Wolcott 
died  on  the  18th  of  January.  1838.  He  pur- 
chased 1,000  acres  of  land  in  Trumbull  county, 
moving  to  that  property  in  the  fall  of  1806  and 
building  a  log  house  thereon,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  he  returned  for  his  family. 

Samuel  Squire,  second,  was  a  merchant  in 
Chardon  with  his  father  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  he  continued  in  that  line  of  business  in 
Oberlin,  where  he  moved  in  1871.  He  became 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  affairs  in  Oberlin, 
and  was  prominent  in  its  business  life  for  many 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
in  the  Oberlin  National  Bank  and  in  the  Citi- 
zens' National  Bank,  and  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Oberlin  Building  and  Loan  As- 
sociation, which  institution  had  a  long  and 
prosperous  career.  He  sold  his  old  home  place 
to  Oberlin  College,  and  upon  its  site  stands  the 
magnificent  college  library  of  today.  He  pos- 
sessed a  quiet  and  unassuming  disposition, 
shrinking  from  notoriety  of  all  kinds,  yet  he 
was  a  force  in  the  upbuilding  of  Oberlin  and 
was  withal  a  shrewd  and  successful  business 
man.  He  died  in  Oberlin  September  26,  1903, 
but  he  is  yet  survived  by  his  widow,  still  resid- 
ing there,  and  she  enjoys  the  honorable  distinc- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  very  few  living  daugh- 
ters of  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Western  Reserve  Chapter,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  at  Cleveland,  and  is 
the  only  real  daughter  in  the  chapter. 

Milford  Herbert  Squire  is  the  eldest  of  the 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Nancy  Squire. 
He  was  born  at  Chardon  in  1852.  and  he  is 
now  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of  Ober- 


lin. He  was  formerly  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  they  conducting  the  firm 
of  Squire  and  Son.  He  married  Mary  E. 
Price,  from  Missouri,  for  his  first  wife.  Her 
father  was  United  States  treasurer  under 
President  Buchanan.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Squire  married  Hadassa  Torrey,  from  Ohio. 
Cecil  Price  was  born  of  his  first  union,  and 
Mary  Wolcott  is  the  child  of  his  second  mar- 
riage. Merton  M.,  the  second  son  of  Samuel 
and  Nancy  Squire,  was  bom  in  Chardon  in 
1854.  He  married  Gussie  Baker,  of  Bellevue, 
Ohio,  and  their  union  has  been  without  issue. 
He  is  president  of  the  State  Savings  Bank 
Company  at  Oberlin.  Cora  Squire,  the  only 
daughter  and  youngest  child  of  Daniel  and 
Nancy  W.  Squire,  married  J.  William  An- 
thony and  is  living  in  Evansville,  Indiana. 
Their  two  children  are  Elizabeth  Price  and 
Thelma  Wolcott. 

Andrew  D.  Bradex. — The  Kent  Bulletin. 
a  weekly  paper  issued  from  a  well  equipped 
office  in  Kent.  Portage  county,  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  representative  country  news- 
papers of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  of  the 
same  Captain  Andrew  D.  Braden  is  the  able 
and  popular  editor  and  publisher.  His  career 
has  been  varied  and  interesting  and  he  is  a 
native  son  of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 
It  was  his  to  render  gallant  service  as  a  loyal 
soldier  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war.  in 
which  he  attained  his  rank  of  captain. 

Captain  Braden  was  born  in  Greene  town- 
ship. Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  September  2. 
1835,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  ( Mc- 
Cartney) Braden,  both  natives  of  Ireland  and 
representatives  of  old  and  sterling  families  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  which  has  contributed  so 
valuable  an  element  to  our  complex  social 
fabric  in  America. 

George  Braden  gained  his  rudimentary  edu- 
cation in  his  native  land  and  was  about  twelve 
years  of  age  when  his  parents.  Andrew  and 
Mary  Braden.  immigrated  to  the  United  States. 
The  family  first  located  in  Beaver  county. 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  maintained  his  home 
about  twelve  years  and  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  brick  and  stonemason.  His  parents 
passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Trum- 
bull county.  They  were  worthy  folk  of  sterling 
character  and  alert  mentality,  and  in  America 
they  gained  for  themselves  a  secure  place  in  the 
esteem  of  those  with  whom  they  came  in  con- 
tact. George  Braden  assisted  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  old  Ohio  and  Reaver  canal  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  worked  at  his  trade  of 
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stone  mason,  and  about  1832  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Western  Reserve,  by  locating:  in 
Greene  township,  Trumbull  county,  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  developed  a  pro- 
ductive farm  and  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  which  was  terminated  in  the 
very  prime  of  his  useful  manhood.  He  died 
in  the  year  1852,  when  forty-five  years  of  age. 
Though  not  educated  in  the  purely  academic 
sense,  he  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectual  powers 
and  kept  himself  well  informed  upon  matters 
of  public  import,  while  he  was  well  fortified 
in  his  opinions.  He  gave  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  Whig  party  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  His  wife,  who  was  his  devoted 
companion  and  helpmeet,  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  McCartney,  who  came 
from  Ireland  to  America  when  she  was  about 
one  year  old  and  located  in  Youngstown,  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  which  was  then  a  part 
of  Trumbull  county.  Her  father  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  followed  the  same  in 
Youngstown  for  a  number  of  years,  within 
which  he  purchased  a  residence  in  that  place. 
He  finally  traded  his  town  property  for  a  farm 
three  miles  east  of  Youngstown,  where  he  de- 
voted the  remainder  of  his  active  career  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  where  he  died  when  about 
seventy-six  years  of  age  and  where  his  wife 
also  died,  when  well  advanced  in  years.  Mrs. 
Sarah  (McCartney)  Braden  was  reared  and 
educated  in  what  is  now  Mahoning  county  and 
there  her  marriage  was  solemnized.  She  sur- 
vived her  honored  husband  by  about  forty 
years  and  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  demise.  George  and  Sarah  Braden 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Andrew  D.  is  the  eldest  and  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  the  third  son,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Captain  Andrew  D.  Braden  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  on  the  home  farm,  to  whose 
work  and  management  he  early  began  to  con- 
tribute his  quota,  and  his  fundamental  edu- 
cation was  secured  in  the  district  schools  of 
what  may  be  termed  the  middle-pioneer  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Western  Reserve.  After 
duly  availing  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools  he  was  enabled  to  continue 
his  studies  in  a  well  ordered  academy  in  Ash- 
tabula county,  and  fur  nine  years  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  teaching  in  the  district  schools 
during  the  winter  terms,  while  in  the  summer 
seasons  he  attended  school  and  employed  him- 
self in  farm  work,  bending  his  every  energy 
to  tne  satisfying  of  his  ambition  for  a  broader 


education.  In  the  year  1859  he  was  a  student 
in  the  Farmers'  College,  in  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  thereafter  he  began  reading  law  under 
the  able  preceptorship  of  Charles  A.  Arring- 
ton,  of  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  where  he 
also  held  the  office  of  deputy  clerk  of  the 
courts. 

Soon,  however,  the  ardent  young  disciple 
of  Blackstone  and  Kent  felt  himself  impelled 
to  lay  aside  his  law  studies  to  respond  to  the 
call  of  higher  duty,  as  his  intrinsic  patriotism 
was  quickened  to  responsive  protest  when  the 
rebel  guns  thundered  against  the  walls  of  his- 
toric old  Fort  Sumter.  He  responded  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers  for  the 
three  months'  service,  and  in  April.  1861,  he 
enlisteo  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  Nineteenth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  and  with  which 
he  was  in  active  service  until  the  close  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  in  1861.  after  which  he  re- 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in 
active  service  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
great  internecine  conflict  except  for  a  furlough 
of  twenty  days.  He  was  promoted  first  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  B,  and  on  January  19,  1863,. 
was  commissioned  captain  of  this'  company, 
upon  the  death  of  Captain  Ephraim  Kee.  He 
continued  in  command  of  his  company  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war  and  proved  a  valiant 
and  faithful  officer  and  one  who  held  the  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  the  members  of  his  com- 
pany as  well  as  the  officers  of  his  gallant  regi- 
ment. The  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  was 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  its  various 
campaigns,  and  its  record  is  that  of  the  his- 
tory of  that  sterling  army,  in  all  of  whose  im- 
portant engagements  it  took  an  active  part. 
Thus  Captain  Braden  lived  up  to  the  full  ten- 
sion of  the  great  fratricidal  conflict  through 
which  the  integrity  of  the  nation  was  per- 
petuated, and  after  the  final  victory  of  the 
Union  arms  he  participated  in  the  grand  re- 
view in  the  city  of  Washington.  He  was  there 
mustered  out  and  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  after  his  return  to  his  home  in  Ohio. 
He  was  with  Sherman  on  the  ever  memorable 
march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  while 
Sherman's  forces  were  in  Atlanta  Captain 
Braden  served  as  acting  judge  advocate  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

In  1866,  after  having  been  duly  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  his  native  state.  Captain  Braden  en- 
gaged in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Mt.   Gilead,   Morrow   county,   Ohio,  where  he 
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remained  until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Canton,  Stark  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  the  active  practice  of  law  until  1890. 
In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment and  commission  of  postmaster  at 
Canton,  in  which  office  he  served  for  four 
years,  during  the  administration  of  President 
"Harrison.  While  a  resident  of  Canton,  the 
home  of  President  McKinley,  he  became  a 
warm  personal  'friend  of  the  martyred  presi- 
dent, and  this  friendship  continued  inviolable 
until  the  death  of  the  president.  In  politics 
Captain  Braden  has  long  been  recognized  as 
one  of  the  wheel  horses  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Ohio,  and  in  its  cause  he  has  rendered  yeo- 
man service  in  the  various  campaigns.  After 
his  service  as  postmaster  of  Canton  he  gave  his 
attention  to  various  lines  of  business  enterprise, 
together  with  professional  work,  until  1902. 
when  he  removed  from  Caton  to  Kent,  where 
he  effected  the  purchase  of  the  plant  and  busi- 
ness of  the  Kent  Bulletin,  of  which  he  has  since 
continued  editor  and  publisher  and  which  is 
one  of  the  model  country  papers  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve. 

In  the  year  1872  Captain  Braden  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Clementine  Byrd,  of  Mt. 
Gilead,  Ohio,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
one  son,  John,  who  died  in  1901,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Braden 
•enjoy' unalloyed  popularity  in  their  home  city 
and  are  identified  with  its  representative  social 
activities. 

Hiram  S.  Beman,  deceased,  was  during 
many  years  one  of  the  prominent  and  well 
known'  agriculturists  in  Ravenna  township. 
He  was  born  in  Charlestown  township,  Portage 
county,  in  October,  1816,  a  son  of  Anson  and 
Evdia  (Chamberlin)  Beman,  who  were  from 
Connecticut.  The  father  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  in  his  native  state,  but  in  1800  he 
left  there  and  came,  with  a  family  named  Ful- 
ler to  Ravenna  township.  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  located  in  the  dense  woods 
which  then  covered  this  part  of  the  state.  He 
was  reared  in  this  family,  and  remained  with 
them  until  his  marriage,  when  he  located  on  a 
farm  of  his  own  in  Ravenna  township  and  lived 
in  this  vicinity  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Hiram  S.  Beman  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  re- 
ceiving meanwhile  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  a  select  school  at  Ravenna, 
and  then  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  when 
hut  a  boy  of  sixteen  he  bought  a  small  farm. 
On  May  2,  1848,  he  was  married  to  Sally  A. 


King,  who  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Ohio. 
June  3,  1825,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Hanna 
(Clark)  King,  the  father  born  in  Blanford, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  mother  in  Charlestown, 
Rhode  Island.  Mr.  King  came  to  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  some  years  before  the  war  of 
181 2,  in  which  he  was  drafted  for  service,  but 
he  only  got  as  far  as  Cleveland  and  was  dis- 
charged. He  came  to  this  county  before  the 
advent  of  the  railroads,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
journey  on  horseback  to  and  from  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  for  all  his  supplies  and  to  have 
his  grain  ground  into  flour.  The  little  log 
shanty  which  he  first  erected  served  as  his 
home  for  many  years,  but  in  1824  he  left  there 
and  came  to  Ravenna  township,  where  both  he 
and  his  wife  subsequently  died. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beman 
moved  to  their  little  farm  of  seventy-eight 
acres  in  Ravenna  township,  and  there  he  in 
time  cleared  and  improved  his  land  and  made 
of  it  a  splendid  homestead.  Farming  con- 
tinued as  his  life  occupation,  although  in  his 
early  years  he  had  learned  both  the  tailor  and 
shoemaker's  trades  from  his  father,  and  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  in  October 
of  1874.  He  affiliated  with  the  Disciple  church, 
and  in  politics  was  a  Republican.  Since  his 
death  his  widow  has  maintained  her  residence 
on  the  farm,  and  although  she  sold  sixty  acres 
of  the  land  she  has  since  added  sixteen  acres 
more  near  her  home,  making  thirty-three  acres 
in  all. 

Johx  C.  Beattv. — In  offering,  record  con- 
cerning the  careers  of  those  who  have  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  civic  and  busi- 
ness development  of  the  historic  old  Western 
Reserve,  there  is  eminent  propriety  in  accord- 
ing particular  recognition  to  him  whose  name 
introduces  this,  for  he  is  not  only  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  citizens  of  the  city  of  Ra- 
venna, where  he  has  been  continuously  en- 
gaged in  business  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
but  he  has  also  played  a  large  part  in  public 
affairs  of  a  local  nature,  in  which  connection 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  many  offices 
of  distinctive  trust  and  responsibility.  The 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  in  his  home 
city  and  county  offers  most  effective  voucher 
for  the  integrity  of  purpose  and  worth}-  at- 
tributes of  character  which  truly  denote  the 
man  as  he  is  known  and  honored. 

John  C.  Beattv  was  born  at  Bristol,  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  February  4,  183  }. 
and  is  a  son  of  Robert  C.  and  Catherine  A. 
Beatty.  both  of  whom  continued  to  reside  in 
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Bristol  until  their  death.  Robert  C.  Beatty 
was  a  native  either  of  Xevv  Jersey  or  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  a  son  of  Robert  Beatty,  who 
took  up  his  abode  in  the  old  Keystone  state  in 
1803,  in  which  year  he  located  on  a  farm  in 
the  vicinity  of  Middletown,  Bucks  county, 
where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life.  Robert 
C.  Beatty  was  there  reared  to  manhood  and 
was  afforded  such  educational  advantages  as 
the  somewhat  primitive  schools  of  the  locality 
and  period  could  offer.  He  eventually  became 
one  of  the  representative  business  men  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  village  of  Bristol,  where 
he  became  cashier  of  a  banking  institution.  Of 
this  position  he  continued  incumbent  for  about 
half  a  century  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  the  fullness  of  years  and  well  earned  honors. 
His  wife  died  in  1861,  and  of  their  six  children 
the  subject  of  this  review  is  the  eldest  son. 

John  C.  Beatty  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  village  of  Bristol,  Pennsylvania, 
in  whose  common  schools  he  secured  his  early 
educational  discipline,  which  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  of  study  in  a  well  ordered  school 
at  Norristown,  Pennsylvania.  When  about 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  assumed  a  position  as 
clerk  in  a  general  merchandise  store  in  his 
native  town  of  Bristol,  and  after  being  thus  en- 
gaged about  six  years  he  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  where  it  has  been  his  good  fortune 
to  attain  to  marked  success  and  distinctive 
prestige  as  a  business  man  and  loyal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen.  He  came  to  this  section  of 
the  old  Buckeye  state  in  the  year  1855  and 
forthwith  took  up  his  residence  in  Ravenna, 
where  he  became  associated  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  John  H.  Bostwick,  in  the  general  mer- 
chandise business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bostwick  &  Beatty.  This  alliance  continued 
until  1859  when  Air.  Beatty  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  enterprise,  and  he  there- 
after continued  in  business  as  a  drygoods  mer- 
chant until  1869.  In  1871  he  established  him- 
self in  the  clothing  and  men's  furnishing  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  since  continued  with  due 
success,  and  he  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  merchant  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  not 
only  in  age  but  also  in  number  of  years  of  con- 
tinuous identification  with  local  business  in- 
terests. He  has  ever  kept  in  touch  with  the 
spirit  of  progress  and  has  thus  made  his  busi- 
ness conform  to  the  highest  modern  standard. 
This  fact,  together  with  his  honorable  methods 
and  personal  popularity  has  been  the  basis  of 
his  success  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor,  and 
his  finely  equipped  establishment  today  draws 
its  trade  from  all  sections  of  the  territory  nor- 


mally tributary  to  Ravenna,  the  while  he  is 
known  and  honored  throughout  this  entire 
section. 

Ever  maintaining  a  deep  interest  in  all  that 
has  tended  to  conserve  the  civic  and  material 
advancement  of  his  home  city  and  county,  Mr. 
Beatty  has  long  been  a  potent  factor  in  public 
affairs  of  a  local  nature.  He  has  been  a  stal- 
wart in  the  camp  of  the  Republican  party  from 
virtually  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  he 
has  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  party  cause. 
He  served  four  years  in  the  office  of  county 
treasurer,  was  postmaster  at  Ravenna  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  during  the  administration 
of  President  Harrison, — from  1890  to  1894,  in- 
clusive.— and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ra- 
venna board  of  education  for  a  full  quarter  of 
a  century,  during,  practically  all  of  which 
period  he  has  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  that 
body.  For  two  years  he  served  as  a  trustee  of 
the  state  hospital  for  the  insane,  at  Cleveland, 
having  been  appointed  to  this  position  by  Gov- 
ernor Foraker  and  having  resigned  the  office 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  that  of  post- 
master. From  Governor  Bushnell  he  received 
the  appointment  to  the  position  of  trustee  of 
Ohio  Industrial  Home  for  Girls,  at  Delaware, 
and  was  reappointed  by  the  governor  elected 
after  Bushnell,  thus  remaining  in  tenure  of 
the  office  for  ten  years.  He  has  also  served  as 
township  trustee  and  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council  of  Ravenna.  In  none  of  these  various 
offices  has  he  been  content  to  be  a  mere  figure- 
head, for  he  has  endeavored  in  each  position  to 
prove  of  value  and  to  foster  and  protect  the 
interests  committed  to  his  charge.  His  course 
has  been  that  of  the  loyal,  upright  and  pro- 
gressive citizen,  and  no  citizen  of  Ravenna  is 
held  in  more  unqualified  confidence  and  regard 
than  this  veteran  business  man.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  is 
identified  with  the  local  lodge  and  chapter,  as 
well  as  the  commandery  of  Knights  Templar. 

The  year  i860  bore  record  of  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Beatty  to  Miss  Henrietta  G.  Day,  of 
Ravenna,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children, — Robert  G.,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Ravenna ;  Harry  L.,  who  maintains  his 
home  in  Ravenna ;  and  Mary,  who  died  in  1891. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Beatty  occurred  in  1869, 
and  in  1871  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Beatty  to  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Beatty,  of  Bris- 
tol, Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated.  They  have  one  daughter,  Jane,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  William  L.  Torrance,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  church,  now  in- 
cumbent of  a  pastoral  charge  in  the  city  of  De- 
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troit,  Michigan.  The  fine  old  homestead  of 
Mr.  Beatty  "has  long  been  a  recognized  center 
of  gracious  hospitality  and  is  a  favorite  ren- 
dezvous for  a  wide  circle  of  loyal  and  valued 
friends. 

Clarence  B.  Green.— Numbered  among, 
the  thriving  and  successful  merchants  of  At- 
water,  Portage  county,  is  Clarence  B.  Green, 
a  worthy  representative  of  the  native-born  citi- 
zens of  this  part  of  Ohio.  He  comes  of  sub- 
stantial English  stock,  and  of  pioneer  ancestry, 
his  birth  having  occurred  January  12,  1858, 
in  Deerfield,  this  county,  where  his  father, 
James  Green,  was  an  early  settler. 

Born,  October  6,  1826,  in  Gloucestershire, 
Endand,  a  son  of  Thomas  Green,  James 
Green  emigrated  to  this  country  when  a  young 
man.  locating  in  Portage  county.  Ohio,  in  1842. 
Taking  up  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Deerfield,  he 
labored  with  enthusiastic  zeal,  in  the  course 
of  time  reclaiming,  a  valuable  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  He  married  Sarah  Cleverly,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1834,  a  daughter 
of  Tohn  and  Minerva  (Mattoon)  Cleverly,  na- 
tives of  the  same  state.  She  survived  him,  and 
with  her  son  Clarence  now  resides  on  the  old 
homestead,  having  an  attractive  home. 

Hon.  William  Graves  Sharp,  of  Elyria, 
member  of  Congress  from  the  Fourteenth 
Ohio  district,  is  a  man  who  is  remarkable  for 
the  versatility  and  the  thoroughness  of  his  at- 
tainments. Lawyer,  writer,  astronomer,  and  a 
power  in  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the 
world — he  is  one  of  the  men  of  balanced  and 
broad  attainments  whom  the  state  of  Ohio  is 
proud  to  claim  as  a  native,  and  the  Western 
Reserve  to  number  among  its  most  distin- 
guished citizens  and  national  legislators. 

Mr.  Sharp's  paternal  ancestors  were  promi- 
nent in  the  earlier  public  affairs  of  Maryland, 
his  grandfather,  George  Sharp,  serving  as  state 
senator  when  quite  a  young,  man,  and  after- 
ward becoming  a  leading  figure  in  politics  and 
journalism.  George  W.  Sharp,  the  father, 
was  well  educated  and  enterprising,  and  mi- 
grated from  Maryland  to  Ohio  about  1830 -as 
a  pioneer  newspaper  man.  attaining  decided 
prominence  in  that  field.  He  married  Mahala 
Graves,  whose  first  American  forefathers  were 
Revolutionary  patriots  of  Connecticut  and 
whose  later  ancestors  resided  in  Xew  York. 

William  G  Sharp  was  born  at  Mount  Gil- 
ead.  Morrow  county.  (  )hio.  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1850,  and  acquired  his  first  knowledge 


of  books  in  the  public  schools  of  Elyria,  grad- 
uating from  the  city  high  school  in  1877.  He 
then  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1881  :  but  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he 
traveled  for  some  time  in  the  northwest,  in 
Minnesota  and  Dakota,  during  which  period 
lie  was  largely  engaged  in  journalistic  work, 
being  located  for  a  time  at  Fargo,  North  Da- 
kota. Returning  to  Ohio  in  1882,  he  com- 
menced the  active  practice  of  the  law  at  Elyria. 
later  forming  a  partnership  with  Lester  Mc- 
Lean, and  that  city  has  since  been  his  home. 
His  large  interests  in  the  iron  industries  of  the 
Lake  Superior  region,  with  his  masterly  de- 
velopment of  iron  and  chemical  industries,  as 
well  as  his  congressional  duties  at  Washington, 
have  taken  him  much  abroad.  In  1884  he 
became  the  Democratic  nominee  for  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  Lorain  county,  and  was  elected 
by  overcoming  a  normal  Republican  majority 
of  2,500.  After  creditablv  filling  one  term  of 
three  years,  he  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for 
re-election,  and  in  1887  was  nominated  by  his 
party  for  state  senator.  He  led  his  ticket  in 
the  coming  election,  but  was  defeated  with  the 
balance  of  the  Democratic  nominees.  In  1892 
he  was  a  Cleveland  presidential  elector.  In 
1908,  entirely  unsolicited  and  despite  even  his 
protest,  Mr.  Sharp  was  nominated  by  the 
Democrats  as  congressman  for  the  Fourteenth 
district,  his  intellectual  and  practical  abilities 
and  his  remarkable  industrial  success  making 
him  an  especially  fitting,  representative  of  that 
cultured  and  prosperous  section  of  the  state. 
In  connection  with  this  honor  it  is  known  that 
Mr.  Sharp  regards  the  Fourteenth  district  as 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  ideal  in  its 
industrial,  commercial  and  agricultural  inter- 
ests in  the  LJnited  States,  and  he  values  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  as  evidenced  by  the 
vote  of  his  home  city,  as  the  most  cherished 
tribute  ever  paid  to  him.  The  judgment  of 
his  party  and  personal  friends  proved  sound, 
for  he  was  elected  to  the  Sixty-first  congress 
in  the  face  of  a  former  Republican  majority 
of  3.500  in  his  home  county.  His  strong  and 
engaging  personality  and  his  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  every  political  detail  of  the  situation  in 
Lorain  county  added  to  the  strength  of  his 
candidacy. 

Although  abundantly  equipped  for  the  legal 
profession,  which  he  practiced  successfully  for 
ten  years,  it  is  in  the  business  and  industrial 
world  that  Mr.  Sharp  has  the  broadest  stand- 
ing.    At  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  prose- 
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curing  attorney  of  Lorain  county,  in  1887,  he 
became  the  legal  adviser  to  a  southern  manu- 
facturing corporation.  This  business  connec- 
tion indirectly  furnished  the  beginning  of  the 
future  success  which  he  attained  in  industrial 
lines.  From  that  work  grew  a  number  of 
large  companies  manufacturing  pig  iron  and 
chemicals  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Canada. 
He  disposed  of  his  Canadian  interests,  how- 
ever, and  in  1907  he  was  chiefly  instrumental 
in  consolidating  the  various  companies  in 
which  he  was  interested,  and  forming  the  Lake 
Superior  Iron  and  Chemical  Company.  This 
is  now  the  largest  manufacturer  of  charcoal 
pig  iron  in  the  world,  owning  numerous  fur- 
naces, mines,  timber  lands  and  chemical  plants 
in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  The  corporation 
has  its  headquarters  in  Detroit,  and  Mr.  Sharp 
is  one  of  its  leading  officers.  He  is  also  finan- 
cially interested  in  Elvria  and  Lorain  improved 
real  estate,  having  valuable  holdings  in  each 
city,  some  of  the  finest  business  structures  in 
both  places  having  been  built  by  him. 

In  1895  Mr.  Sharp  was  married  at  Elvria  to 
Miss  Haflie  M.  Clough,  daughter  of  Henry  H. 
and  Margaret  (Barney)  Clough,  of  Elvria,  and 
their  five  children  are  Margaret,  George,  Will- 
iam, Effie  Graves  and  Baxter  Sharp.  Mr. 
Sharp  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Elks,  Woodmen  and  several  city 
clubs,  besides  being  an  active  member  of  the 
city  school  board,  to  which  position  he  was 
elected  by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote  of  all  par- 
ties. He  is  sociable  and  an  interesting  con- 
versationalist, as,  aside  from  his  fine  educa- 
tion and  his  broad  and  varied  experience  in 
professional,  public  and  business  life,  he  has 
traveled  extensively  in  the  United  States.  Eu- 
rope, Mexico  and  South  America.  His  scien- 
tific knowledge  is  also  broad  and  exact,  and  if 
the  subject  of  astronomy  is  touched  it  is  found 
to  be  one  which  he  has  studied  from  his  boy- 
hood ;  one  in  which  his  interest  has  never 
abated,  and  upon  which  he  has  often  lectured 
for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  of  his  friends. 
Among  professional  astronomers  he  is  warmly 
received,  and  those  who  know  of  the  far 
broader  scope  of  his  life  work  acknowledge 
him  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  the 
middle  west. 

George  W.  Weldy. — Occupying  an  assured 
position  among  the  respected  and  valued  citi- 
zens of  Portage  county  is  George  W.  Weldy, 
who  has  spent  a  large  part  of  his  life  in  At- 
water    township,   and   has   performed    his    full 


share  in  developing  and  promoting  its  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  resource-.  A  -on  of 
Peter  Weldy,  he  was  born  January  3.  183"),  in 
Mahoning  county. 

A  native  of  Mahoning  county,  Peter  Weldy 
was  born,  in  1818,  in  Berlin  township,  and  was 
there  brought  up  and  educated.  In  Januarv, 
1838,  he  married  Julia  Hollister,  a  daughter  of 
Horris  Hollister,  who  was  born  and  bred  in 
Wallingford,  Connecticut,  coming  from  ex- 
cellent Xew  England  ancestry.  The  Hollisters 
were  early  pioneers  of  Palmyra,  Portage  coun- 
ty, settling  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest,  where 
they  cleared  and  improved  one  of  the  first 
homes  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  were  for 
many  years  actively  identified  with  its  agri- 
cultural prosperity.  After  his  marriage,  Peter 
Weldy  resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  Deer- 
field,  from  there  removing  with  his  family  to 
Atwater  township,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
general  farming  until  his  death. 

Brought  up  "on  a  farm,  George  W.  Weldy 
has  spent  much  of  his  life  as  an  agriculturist, 
although  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  me- 
chanical pursuits  a  part  of  the  time,  working 
as  bridge  carpenter  on  a  railroad.  He  has 
been  twice  married.  He  married  first,  Jan- 
uary 24,  1866,  Mary  L.  Whittlesey,  who  died 
in  earlv  life.  Mr.  Weldy  married  for  his  second 
wife,  December  25,  1871,  Sarah  Baldwin,  and 
the  one  child  born  of  the  first  union  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Weldy  is  well  acquainted  with  our 
country,  having  traveled  extensively  through- 
out the  Union.  He  is  influential  in  local  affairs, 
and  has  served  with  ability  and  fidelitv  in  the 
various  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen, 
and  for  seven  weeks,  in  the  fall  of  1898.  served 
as  juryman  in  Cleveland.  Religiously  he  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Hiram  A.  Hallock.— Identified  with  the 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests  of  Por- 
tage county  as  a  miller,  and  a  dealer  in  flour 
and  feed.  Hiram  A.  Hallock,  with  his  brother, 
A.  H.  Hallock,  is  carrying  on  an  extensive 
business  in  both  Atwater  and  Xew  Milford.  He 
was  born  in  Rootstown,  Portage  county,  (  >hio, 
March  4.  1867,  tlle  P'ace  in  which  the  birth  of 
his  father,  Gibbs  Hallock.  occurred,  in  1830. 

Gibbs  Hallock  married  Malissa  McKelvey, 
who  was  born,  in  1832.  in  Motttown,  Ohio,  and 
into  the  household  thus  established,  ten  chil- 
dren were  born,  (eight  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing), namely:  Alice.  Julia,  Alphonso  H„  Law- 
rence, Bertha,  Eva,  William,  Hiram  A.. 
Blanche  and  Irene. 

Brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  educated  in  the 
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common  schools,  Hiram  A.  Hallock  learned 
the  stone  cutter's  trade,  beginning  as  a  boy  of 
fifteen  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
superintendent  for  Paige  &  Carry  Company 
and  also  for  Hallock  Brothers,  hut  in  1900  took 
up  contract  work  for  himself.  In  1905.  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  his  brother,  A.  H.,  with 
whom  he  has  lived  since  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents. Mr.  Hallock  embarked  in  the  milling 
business,  and  has  built  up  a  thriving  trade  in 
flour  and  feed,  being  established  in  both  New 
Milford  and  Atwater,  as  stated  above. 

Worthy  A.  Myers. — Among  the  enterpris- 
ing and  self-reliant  men  who  are  so  ably  con- 
ducting the  agricultural  interests  of  Portage 
county.  Worthy  A.  Myers,  of  Atwater  town- 
ship, occupies  no  unimportant  place.  Here  he 
was  bom,  December  14,  1874,  and  here  he  has 
spent  his  life,  being  classed  with  its  more  pro- 
gressive citizens.  His  father,  John  Myers,  was 
born  in  Berlin  township.  Mahoning  county,  and 
after  his  marriage  with  Sophia  Betts  purchased 
land  in  Atwater  township.  Portage  county, 
where  he  has  since  been  busily  employed  in 
tilling  the  soil. 

Choosing  the  occupation  to  which  he  was 
born  and  bred,  Worthy  A.  Myers,  when  ready 
to  establish  himself  as  a  householder,  bought 
109  acres  of  land  in  Atwater  township,  and 
has  since  been  extensively  and  satisfactorily 
employed  in  general  farming,  each  season  reap- 
ing rich  harvests.  He  is  interested  in  stock  of 
all  kinds,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  and 
raising  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  in  addition 
to  this  has  a  maple  orchard  of  500  trees,  from 
which  he  makes  about  200  gallons  of  syrup 
every  year,  it  being  a  good  paying  industry. 

Oil  October  2,  1901,  Mr.  Myers  married 
Elsie  Luke,  who  was  born  November  15,  1885, 
in  Atwater.  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Laura 
(  Elliott )  Luke,  being  one  of  a  family  of  two 
children.  Henry  Luke  was  born  in  Edin- 
burg  township,  and  thereafter  for  a  period  of 
fifty-seven  years  resided  in  that  township.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Myers  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, namely :  Claude,  born  July  7,  1902,  and 
Blanche,  born  May  5.  11)05.  Politically  Air. 
Alyers  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  religiously  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Capt.  Joseph  C.  Babcock. — In  connection 
with  the  marine  service  on  the  Great  Lakes 
Captain  Joseph  C.  Babcock  is  well  known  and 
held  in  high  esteem.  lie  is  superintendent  of 
the  government  lighthouse  station  at  Fairport 


Harbor,  Lake  county,  and  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  families    of    this 

county.      He  was  born  in  a  house  that  >t 1 

within  sixty  feet  of  his  present  residence,  and 
the  date  of  his  nativity  was  February  19,  1843. 
In  1812,  less  than  a  decade  after  the  admission 
of  Ohio  to  the  Union,  the  captain's  paternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Babcock,  settled  at  Paines- 
ville.  Lake  county,  which  city  was  then  an  ob- 
scure and  straggling  little  village.  Henry  Bab- 
cock was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  scion 
of  a  family  founded  in  New  England  in  the 
early  colonial  days.  L'pon  coming  to  Ohio  he 
nrst  settled  at  Sandusky,  but.  anticipating 
trouble  with  the  Indians,  he  removed  from  that 
place  just  prior  to  the  historic  Indian  massacre 
in  that  locality.  Upon  coming  to  Painesville  he 
secured  large  tracts  of  land  bordering  along 
Lake  Erie,  and  while  clearing  land  he  was 
killed  by  a  falling  tree.  He  left  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  and  the  sons  were  Daniel, 
Henry,  Joseph,  George  and  Edward.  Henry 
died  before  attaining  to  the  age  of  sixty,  and 
of  the  children  of  these  brothers  very  few  are 
now  left,  though  two  of  the  sons  of  Edward 
are  now  residents  of  Painesville.  All  of  the 
five  sons  of  the  honored  pioneer  founder  of  the 
family  in  Ohio  died  in  Lake  county,  with  whose 
development  and  progress  the  name  has  been 
prominently  identified. 

Captain  Babcock  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  Ann  ( Allen )  Babcock,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  east,  as  the  father  was 
Ixirn  in  Connecticut  and  the  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Allen,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
Pennsylvania  and  who  had  formerly  been  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence river.  Joseph  Babcock  maintained  his 
home  in  Fairport  Harbor  after  his  marriage, 
and  was  for  some  time  employed  in  the  ware- 
house of  Johnson  Card,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  this 
place.  Finally  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  becoming  the  owner  of  a  well 
improved  farm  in  Painesville  township,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  fifty-seven  years  . . f  age. 
lli>  wife  survived  him  by  many  years  and  was 
seventy-nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
demise.  Both  were  folk  of  sterling  character. 
The  father  as  influential  in  local  affairs  of  a 
public  nature  and  ever  commanded  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
he  long  made  his  home.  Concerning  the  six 
children  the  following  brief  record  is  entered: 
Harriet:  Maria  i~  the  wife  of  Frank  Hunger- 
ford,  of  Fairport  Harbor:  Sarah,  who  became 
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the  wife  of  Henry  Carter,  died  in  March,  1907. 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years ;  Joseph  C,  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth ;  Carrie  is  the  widow  of  Frank  Simmons 
and  resides  in  Fairport  Harbor;  Frank  was 
associated  with  his  brother,  Capt.  Joseph  C, 
in  the  care  of  the  Fairport  lighthouse  for  eight 
years,  and  for  twenty-three  years  thereafter 
was  the  captain  in  charge  of  the  government 
life-saving  station  at  the  mouth  of  the  Grand 
river,  Fairport  Harbor,  retaining  this  incum- 
bency until  his  death.  His  wife  preceded  him 
to  the  life  eternal  by  four  years  and  they  are 
survived  by  two  sons,  David  and  Frank,  who 
arc  still  residents  of  Fairport  Harbor. 

Captain  Joseph  C.  Babcock  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  his  native  town,  in  whose  common 
schools  he  secured  his  early  educational  train- 
ing. At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became 
a  sailor  on  the  lakes,  and  the  major  portion  of 
his  life  has  been  one  of  close  identification  with 
marine  affairs  on  the  great  inland  seas.  For 
some  time  he  followed  the  fishing  industry  and 
he  finally  turned  from  the  lakes  only  to  respond 
to  the  call  of  higher  duty,  when  the  integrity 
of  the  nation  was  jeopardized  by  armed  re- 
bellion. On  August  11,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  D,  Seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  eighteen  months  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Hi's  original 
command  was  a  part  of  the  corps  commanded 
by  General  Slocum.  and  later  he  went  with  his 
regiment  to  western  Tennessee,  after  the  defeat 
of  General  Rosecrans.  He  was  a  participant 
in  the  entire  Atlanta  campaign  and  was  with 
.Sherman's  army  on  the  ever  memorable  march 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  proceeding,  into  North 
Carolina  and  the  Confederate  capital,  Rich- 
mond, and  finally  taking  part  in  the  grand 
review  of  the  victorious  troops  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  He  was  thence  sent  with  his 
command  to  Louisville.  Kentucky,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge.  He  was  made 
corporal  of  his  company  in  the  Fifth  Ohio,  and 
during  his  protracted  military  career  he  saw 
his  full  quota  of  hard  service,  ever  showing 
true  soldierly  qualities  and  making  an  admir- 
able record.  In  the  engagement  at  Ringgold, 
( ieorgia,  thirteen  of  the  fourteen  officers  in  his 
regiment  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  he  took 
part  in  many  other  engagements  in  which  the 
loss  to  his  command   was  large. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Babcock 
again  identified  himself  with  lake  marine  navi- 
gation, and  he  became  mate  of  a  vessel  which 


he  assisted  in  building.  He  also  became  in- 
terested in  the  rebuilding  of  a  second  boat, 
which  was  lost  off  the  shore  at  Ashtabula,  and 
this  crippleu  him  seriously  in  a  financial  way. 
In  the  spring  of  1869  he  was  married,  and  lie 
then  engaged  in  the  fishing  business,  in  which 
he  was  successful.  On  April  8,  187 1,  he  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  lighthouse  at  Fairport 
Harbor,  and  in  the  meanwhile  he  continued  in 
the  fishing  trade  for  some  twenty  years.  The 
fishing  was  mainly  done  through  the  use  of 
pound  nets,  and  while  prices  were  low  the  fish 
were  so  plentiful  that  good  profits  were  real- 
ized. The  captain  recalls  selling  for  one  cent 
apiece  sturgeon  weighing  from  forty  to  one 
hundred  pounds. 

The  Fairport  light  station  was  erected  in 
1825  and  Captain  Babcock  took  charge  in  187 1 
and  ignited  the  present  light  therein  in  August 
of  that  year.  Prior  to  that  time  there  had  been 
two  brick  light  houses  with  lights  of  inferior 
order  to  the  present  one,  which  is  a  fixed  white 
light.  He  has  been  in  active  service  at  this  im- 
portant government  light  station  for  nearly 
forty  years,  and  has  received  the  highest  of 
commendations  from  official  sources  as  well  as 
from  those  "who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships" 
and  have  availed  themselves  of  this  friendly 
beacon.  His  care  and  fidelity  have  been  unre- 
mitting, and  he  now  has  as*  his  assistant  his 
son,  who  was  born  in  this  same  station,  thirty- 
seven  years  ago,  and  who  gives  his  attention  to 
the  two  beacon  lights  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor. 

In  a  generic  sense  Captain  Babcock  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  he  is  not  strongly  partisan,  since 
he  believes  in  giving  his  support  to  the  men 
and  measures  which  meet  the  approval  of  his 
judgment,  without  regard  to  party  dictation. 
He  is  a  great  admirer  of  our  former  President 
Roosevelt,  in  whose  independent  and  able  ad- 
ministration as  chief  executive  he  took  much 
interest.  He  has  an  equal  dislike  for  the  free 
silver  heresy  and  other  doctrines  for  which  the 
Democratic  party  has  stood  sponsor  in  later 
years.  In  a  fraternal  way  he  is  a  valued  and 
appreciative  member  of  Dyer  Post  No.  17. 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Painesville. 

On  April'  8,  1869.  Captain  Babcock  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Chapman, 
who  was  born  in  Fairport  Harbor,  and  whose 
mother,  whose  only  child  she  was.  died  when 
she  was  three  weeks  of  age.  She  was  reared 
to  the  age  of  fourteen  years  in  the  home  of  her 
maternal  grandfather,  and  then  returned  to  the 
home  of  her  father,  James  Chapman,  in  Fair- 
port  Harbor,  where  she  has  continued  to  reside 
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since  that  time.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Babcock 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living :  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  E.  D. 
Warren,  of  Fairport  Harbor ;  Daniel,  who  is 
his  father"s  assistant,  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Stange  and  is  likewise  popular  in  marine  cir- 
cles ;  and  Robert  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years. 

Edwin  A.  Coburn,  an  Atwater  township  ag- 
riculturist, was  born  in  Suffield  township,  Por- 
tage county,  July  I,  1875,  a  son  of  Wilbur  and 
Lunetta  (Sabin)  Coburn,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  this  county,  the  father  born  in 
its  township  of  Brimfiekl  in  April,  1841,  and 
the  mother  in  Suffield  township  in  May,  1842. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  Sabin,  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  this  community.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Joel  Coburn,  who  was 
born  in  I'.rimfield  township.  Wilbur  received 
a  splendid  education  in  his  early  life,  attending 
nrst  the  district  schools,  then  the  Randolph 
graded  school  and  finally  the  Oberlin  Couege- 
of  which  he  is  a  graduate.  After  his  marriage 
he  farmed  his  father's  land  for  about  twenty 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Mogadore,  Ohio,  and 
retired  from  an  active  business  life.  Mrs.  Co- 
burn  was  a  prominent  and  successful  teacher 
for  a  number  of  years  before  her  marriage, 
having  taught  in  Portage  county  and  in  the 
New  Baltimore  schools,  and  then  moving  to 
Iowa  was  engaged  in  the  same  work  there  for 
three  years. 

Edwin  A.  Coburn  began  life  for  himself  as 
a  farmer  on  rented  land  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship, and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
moved  to  Randolph  township.  Later  he  pur- 
chased his  present  homestead  farm  of  ninety- 
six  acres  in  Atwater  township,  where  he  car- 
ries on  general  farming  and  is  also  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  making  of  maple 
sugar,  generally  manufacturing  about  250  gal- 
lons from  his  850  trees.  During  his  residence 
in  Pandolph  township  he  held  the  office  of 
trustee  for  four  years,  and  after  coming  to  At- 
water township  was  elected  to  the  same  office 
during  the  first  year  of  his  residence  here. 

Mr.  Coburn  married  on  January  22,  1896, 
Rosa  Bissler,  who  died  on  June  15,  1898,  leav- 
ing two  children,  Sylvan  and  Urana.  He  mar- 
ried fur  his  second  wife  January  20,  1900,  Miss 
lila  Austin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity  and  also  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees,  and  he  is  a  steward  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Atwater. 

Timothy  Greenly  Loom  is,  who  died  No- 
vember 8,   1899,  in  Lodi,  was  long  a  leading 


merchant  of  that  place  and  one  of  the  most 
influential  citizens  of  Harrisville  township. 
Most  of  his  life  was  mainly  devoted  to  com- 
mercial pursuits,  although  his  inclinations  were 
decidedly  toward  agriculture.  He  was  the  first 
to  introduce  short-horn  cattle  into  the  town- 
ship, and  at  his  death  his  farm  of  375  acres 
was  considered  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
skilfully  managed  in  Medina  county.  Mr. 
Loomis  was  a  man  not  only  of  great  practical 
force  in  the  forwarding  of  his  private  inter- 
ests, but  conscientiously  strove  to  benefit  the 
community  by  promoting  its  educational  and 
religious  institutions.  His  special  religious 
faith  was  that  of  Congregationalism,  but  he 
was  generous  in  his  support  of  moral  and  char- 
itable movements    outside  of  his  own  church. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  a  native  of  LaFayette  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  born  January  28,  1834, 
and  was  the  son  of  Milo  and  Lucy  Ann 
(Greenly)  Loomis.  The  father,  born  in  Litch- 
field county,  Connecticut,  in  November,  1802, 
came  to  LaFayette  township  with  his  family 
in  1833,  soon  afterward  locating  at  Harrisville, 
now  Lodi.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Tim- 
othy G.  Loomis  was  indentured  to  the  village 
store-keeper,  and  after  serving  three  years 
hired  out  to  others,  quite  early  showing,  busi- 
ness tact,  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-one 
having  gained  a  thorough  mercantile  experi- 
ence. Having  attained  his  majority,  he  formed 
a  partnership  at  Homer  with  H.  Ainsworth, 
the  association  being  of  a  special  nature.  After 
one  and  a  half  years  he  returned  to  Lodi  and 
became  one  of  the  regular  partners  in  the  house 
controlled  by  Mr.  Ainsworth,  but  in  the  fall 
of  1856  commenced  an  independent  mercantile 
career  at  that  place  which  continued  fur  a  num- 
ber of  years.  This  busy  and  successful  period 
of  his  life  was  broken,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  by 
his  enlistment  in  Company  G,  Forty-second 
(  )hio  \  olunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  James  A.  Garfield.  He  was  soon 
elected  first  lieutenant  and  served  as  such  until 
July,  1862.  when,  on  account  of  failing  health. 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Lodi.  Two  of  his 
brothers,  Aaron  M.  and  Finney  R.,  served  in 
the  Union  armies  throughout  the  war ;  another 
brother.  Mason  B.  Loomis,  was  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Cook  county,  Illinois. 

As  stated,  Mr.  Loomis  seemed  to  be  held  by 
circumstances  to  a  mercantile  career  as  the 
main  business  of  his  life,  although  his  real 
enthusiasm  was  expended  on  agriculture  and 
the  raising  of  live  stock.  His  activity  in  moral 
and  religious  movements  was  both  natural  and 
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the  result  of  ancestral  influence  and  tradition, 
as  his  forefathers  were  among  the  Mayflower 
Pilgrims  and  among  the  early  Congregation- 
alists  of  New  England.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  Harrisville  Lodge, 
No.  137,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  In- 
surance Company,  and  was  elected  from  this 
district  to  the  state  senate  in  the  eighties,  and 
served  one  term  with  distinction. 

On  March  27,  1855,  Mr.  Loomis  married 
Miss  Susan  Richards,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, March  25,  1836,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Chauncey  and  Susan  (Root)  Richards,  among 
the  settlers  of  Whiteside  county,  Illinois.  Of 
this  union  were  the  following:  May  C,  now 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Harris,  wife  of  a  leading  Locli 
dentist;  and  Milo  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen.  They  also  raised  an  adopted  son, 
Finney  B.  Loomis,  of  Akron,  a  nephew  of  Mr. 
Loomis.  The  venerable  and  honored  widow 
is  an  old-time  supporter  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  through  the  affectionate  fore- 
thought and  business  ability  of  her  late  hus- 
band enjoys  a  comfortable  income,  as  well  as 
the  constant  love  of  her  kindred  and  associates. 
She  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Harris,  of  Lodi. 

Rollin  C.  Norton  has  for  many  years  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
life  of  Portage  county,  and  he  now  owns  a 
splendid  and  well  improved  estate  of  125  acres 
in  Atwater  township.  He  was  born  October  9, 
1852,  in  Freedom  township,  the  only  child  of 
Chauncie  and  Elizabeth  ( Hawley )  Norton, 
the  father  being  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  Rollin  C.  Norton 
lived  with  his  grandparents  until  he  bought  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns.  He  married  Decem- 
ber 31,  1873,  Miss  Ellen  Hughes.  They  have 
three  children  living, — Plimon  E..  Grace  H. 
and  Gertrude  R.  Air.  Norton  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  one  of  its 
trustees,  and  he  has  served  as  trustee  of  his 
scnool  district. 

A.  A.  Wybel,  who  has  since  1901  been  pro- 
prietor of  the  Akron  Polishing  &  Plating  Com- 
pany, on  Broadway,  was  born  in  Lowellville, 
Ohio,  in  December.  1870.  He  is  a  son  of  An- 
drew and  Mary  Wybel,  who  emigrated  from 
Germany.  A.  A.  Wybel  attended  St.  Vincent's 
school  for  a  time,  and  left  school  at  the  early 
ace  of  twelve  years  to  begin  work.  He  spent 
two  years  in  the  employ  of  Root  &  Dean,  and 
then  accepted  a  position  as  plater  for  George 


W.  Smith  which  he  held  four  years  and  then 
became  manager  of  the  concern.  He  left  them 
and  started  with  the  old  Akron  Hardware  & 
Stamping  Company,  and  spent  eighteen  months 
in  charge  of  the  plating  and  polishing  depart- 
ment, after  which  he  spent  the  next  eighteen 
months  for  Schumacher  Gymnasium  Company, 
where  he  had  charge  of  plating  and  enameling. 
Mr.  Wybel  next  entered  the  employ  of  Taplin, 
Rice  &  Co.,  as  manager,  and  in  1901  purchased 
the  plant,  since  then  owning  the  enterprise. 
Besides  this,  he  is  proprietor  of  the  Wybel 
Stove  &  Range  Company,  of  Akron,  and  is 
president  of  W.  and  W.  Supply  Company. 
Mr.  Wybel  has  been  in  business  since  boyhood, 
and  is  well  qualified  by  ability  and  experience 
to  take  care  of  the  different  enterprises  in 
which  he  is  interested,  and  in  all  of  which  he 
has  met  with  flattering  success. 

Mr.  Wybel  married  in  Akron  in  September, 
1896,  Margaret  M.  Guerin,  and  they  live  in 
their  own  comfortable  residence  on  South 
Maple  street.  Besides  this  property,  he  owns 
considerable  real  estate  in  the  vicinity.  Mr. 
WyDel  is  an  enterprising,  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, and  fraternally  is  a  member  of  the  Order 
of  Eagles  and  Knights  of  Columbus.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Clark  Martin. — Occupying  a  foremost  po- 
sition among  the  worthy  and  respected  citizens 
of  Ashtabula  county  is  Clark  Martin,  who  has 
spent  the  larger  part  of  his  active  life  within 
tne  boundaries  of  this  county,  and  has  been 
conspicuously  identified  with  the  development 
of  its  agricultural  interests,  being  owner  of 
one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  Harpersfield 
township.  A  son  of  Cyrus  Martin,  he  was  born 
June  20,  1827,  in  the  village  of  Unionville. 
Ohio,  coming  from  excellent  New  England 
ancestry. 

Thomas  Martin,  grandfather  of  Clark  Mar- 
tin, came  to  the  Western  Reserve  at  an  early 
period  of  its  settlement,  driving  across  the 
country  from  Fowlerville,  Massachusetts  (100 
miles  from  New  York  City  and  100  miles  from 
Boston  ),  with  ox  teams,  finding  his  way  mainly 
by  means  of  blazed  trees.  He  located  in  what 
is  now  Unionville.  taking,  up  a  tract  of  tim- 
bered land,  from  which  he  improved  the  home- 
stead now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  grand- 
son, Franklin  C.  Martin,  brother  of  Clark.  He 
married  Hepsibah  Willard,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  some  of  whom  came 
to  Ohio  with  them,  the  older  ones,  however, 
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remaining  in  the  East.  Thomas  Martin  served 
in  the  Revolution,  and"  subsequently  drew  a 
government  pension  of  four  dollars  a  month. 
He  lived  to  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five 
years  and  six  months,  his  wife  dying  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Cyrus  Martin  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  from  Massachusetts 
to  Lake  county,  Ohio.  He  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  home  farm,  which  he  assisted  in  clear- 
ing, and  in  the  later  years  of  their  lives  cared 
for  his  parents.  In  addition  to  looking  after 
the  homestead,  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  for  thirty  years  had  a  general  store 
on  his  farm,  selling  goods  to  the  Unionville 
people.  He  made  frequent  trades,  his  last  one 
being  the  buying,  in  company  with  his  son 
Clark,  of  a  farm,  paying  five  dollars  down  to 
bind  the  bargain.  He  lived  but  a  short  time 
after  that,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Cyrus  Martin  married  Cynthia  Moseley,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  same  town 
that  he  was,  and  came  here  with  her  parents. 
Xoah  and  Cynthia  Moseley.  Her  father  cleared 
and  improved  a  large  farm  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, and  there  lived  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-five  years.  Six  children  were  born 
to  Cyrus  and  Cynthia  Martin,  namely :  Corne- 
lia, who  married  Elijah  Hanks,  died  in  Min- 
nesota ;  Mary  Louisa  married  George  Rob- 
erts, and  remained  on  a  portion  of  the  old 
homestead  ;  Helen,  wife  of  Edwin  Pixley,  of 
Geneva  township :  Willard,  who  became  a 
large  property  owner  in  Cleveland,  died  at 
Xewburg.  leaving  a  son.  Willard.  of  Cleve- 
land, served  thirty-five  years  with  United 
States  Steel  Company  office :  Clark,  the  special 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Franklin  (_..  living 
on  the  old  Martin  homestead.  Cyrus  Martin 
was  a  Whig  in  politics  in  his  early  life,  but  in 
his  later  years  was  a  Free  Soil  Abolitionist. 

While  living  at  home  Clark  Martin  assisted 
on  the  farm,  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
his  father's  store.  Prudent  and  thrifty,  he 
saved  his  earnings,  and  when  he  married  had 
a  few  hundred  dollars  of  the  $3,000  required 
to  pay  for  the  100  acres  of  land  that  he  bought 
at  that  time.  This  farm,  located  on  the  South 
Ridge  road,  in  Harpersfield  township,  one  mile 
east  of  Unionville,  he  has  lived  on  since  1853, 
the  year  in  which  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
was  completed.  He  has  made  most  excellent 
improvements,  and  has  added  to  it  by  pur- 
chase, having  now  200  acres  of  fine  land  in 
his  estate.  Fur  a  number  of  years  he  made  a 
specialty  of  grape  culture,  raising  about  fiftv 
acres  each  vear,  but  when   the   rot   made   its 


appearance  he  abandoned  that  branch  of  indus- 
try, and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  and  has  met  with  noteworthy  success 
in  his  undertakings. 

Mr.  Martin  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years.  Martha  Wells,  who  was  born  in 
Norwich,  Xew  York,  and  came  here  to  visit 
an  uncle.  He  formed  her  acquaintance  at  that 
time,  wooed  her.  and  went  to  Norwich  to 
marry  her.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  two 
children,  namely :  George  W.,  of  Geneva,  hav- 
ing the  leading  livery  stable  of  Geneva :  and 
Cyrus,  a  telegraph  operator,  who  served  six 
years  with  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  South- 
ern Railroad  Company,  and  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  with  McCormick  Machine  Company, 
and  is  now  residing  in  Geneva  township. 

Bvrox  W.  Robinson. — It  was  within  the 
province  of  the  late  Byron  W.  Robinson  to 
have  wielded  a  large  and  beneficent  influence 
in  the  industrial,  commercial  and  civic  affairs 
of  his  native  city  of  Akron.  Summit  county. 
and  he  stood  exponent  of  that  high  type  of 
manhood  which  is  ever  indicatory  of  useful- 
ness and  subjective  honor.  He  was  essen- 
tially one  of  the  representative  business  men 
of  Akron  and  as  a  citizen  was  animated  by 
the  utmost  loyalty  and  public  spirit.  He  held 
a  secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  people  of  Akron,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  30,  1908,  signified  a  defi- 
nite loss  to  the  community  with  whose  interests 
he  had  been  so  prominently  identified.  At  the 
time  of  his  demise  he  was  president  of  the 
Robinson  Clay  Product  Company  and  also  of 
the  Second  National  Bank  of  Akron. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born  in  Akron,  on  the 
28th  of  April,  i860,  and  was  a  son  of  Will- 
iam Robinson,  who  was  a  native  of  Stafford- 
shire, England,  whence  he  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man.  William  Robinson  set- 
tled in  East  Liverpool.  ( )hio,  soon  after  hi- 
arrival  in  the  United  States,  and  in  [856  he 
removed  to  Akron,  where  he  became  a  pioneer 
in  the  manufacturing,  of  pottery  and  sewer 
pipe.  He  became  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  nf  the  community  and  aided  materially  in 
laving  the  foundations  for  the  industrial  super- 
structure which  places  Akron  among  the  prin- 
cipal manufacturing  cities  of  the  same  rela- 
tive population  in  the  entire  Union.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Eloise,  and  both 
continued  to  reside  in  Akron  until  their  death. 

Byron  W.  Robinson  duly  availed  himself  of 
the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public  schools 
■  >f  his  native  city,  and  after  his  graduation  in 
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the  high  school  he  continued  his  studies  for 
a  time  in  ( )berlin  College.  He  initiated  his 
practical  business  career  by  assuming  the  posi- 
tion of  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Whittmore, 
Robinson  &  Company,  of  which  his  father  was 
a  member,  and  thereafter,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years.  1884-6,  during  which  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Akron  Milling  Company,  he 
was  continuously  identified  with  the  manufac- 
turing of  pottery,  sewer  pipe  and  other  clay 
products,  until  he  was  summoned  from  the 
scene  of  life's  activities  in  the  very  prime  of 
his  noble  and  useful  manhood.  Through  his 
force  of  character  and  acknowledged  ability 
as  a  business  man  he  rose  from  a  subordinate 
position  to  the  presidency  of  the  Robinson 
Clay  Product  Company,  whose  extensive  busi- 
ness is  virtually  the  outgrowth  of  that  estab- 
lished by  his  honored  father  more  than  half  a 
century  ago.  More  emphasis  and  significance 
is  given  to  this  statement  when  we  revert  to 
the  fact  that  this  company  is  the  largest  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States,  if  not  in  the 
world.  The  corporation  now  controls  and  is 
sole  owner  of  nine  factories,  six  of  which  are 
located  in  Akron,  one  at  Canal  Dover,  one  at 
Midvale.  and  one  at  Malvern,  ( )hio.  The  cor- 
poration also  controls  a  number  of  incorpo- 
rated companies  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
enterprises  in  other  states,  and  among  the  more 
important  of  these  may  be  noted  the  Eastern 
t  la\  (in  xls  Company,  with  offices  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Robinson  was 
interested  in  other  industrial  enterprises  of  an 
important  order  and  was  one  of  the  principal 
stockholders  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Akron,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the  time 
of  his  demise. 

Loyal,  progressive  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  gave  to  his 
home  city  the  generous  benefits  of  his  counsel 
and  his  earnest  co-operation  in  every  worthy 
movement.  Though  never  permitting  the  use 
■  if  hi*,  name  in  connection  with  candidacy  for 
public  office,  he  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
principles  and  policies  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Portage  Coun- 
try Club  and  other  social  and  fraternal  organi- 
zations, and  was  a  devoted  and  zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
he  was  a  trustee  for  many  years.  He  was  an 
elder  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  life  was  guided  and  governed  by  the  high- 
est principles  of  integrity  and  honor  and  his 
name  merits  an  enduring  place  on  the  roll  of 
the  representative  citizens  and  business  men 
of  Akron. 


On  the  18th  of  October,  1893,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Robinson  to  Miss 
Zeletta  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel 
J.  Smith,  a  prominent  citizen  of  East  'Liver- 
pool, Ohio.  Six  children  were  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robinson,  namely:  Helen,  Paul, 
William,  Stuart,  Ruth  and  Zelletta.  The  fam- 
ily home,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  mansions 
in  Akron,  is  located  at  715  East  Market  street, 
and  has  ever  been  a  center  of  gracious  and 
refined  hospitality.  Mrs.  Robinson  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  and  has  been  a  popular  leader  in  the 
social  activities  of  her  home  city. 

Henry  Paine  was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio, 
February  4,  1810,  and  was  a  son  of  Hendrick 
Ellsworth  and  Harriet  ( Phelps )  Paine,  origi- 
nally from  Windsor,  Connecticut.  The  grand- 
father, Eleazer  Paine,  came  to  Painesville  in 
June,  1803;  his  wife  was  Aurel  Ellsworth. 
Edward  Paine,  the  founder  of  Painesville,  was 
an  uncle  of  Eleazer  Paine,  and  came  to  Ohio 
in  1799.  Eleazer  Paine  was  a  merchant  in 
Connecticut,  and  brought  a  wagon  load  of 
merchandise  to  be  sold  in  Ohio.  He  died 
February  10,  1804,  in  his  fortieth  year. 

Hendrick  E.  Paine  was  but  fifteen  years  of 
age  at  his  father's  death,  when  he  took  charge 
of  a  family  of  five  beside  himself.  He  was 
born  February  14,  178c),  and  his  brothers  and 
sisters  were  as  follows :  Franklin,  Eleazer, 
Charles  C,  Mary  Trumbell  and  Aurel.  Aurel 
died  in  1805  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and 
Mary  T.  died  in  1825,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three.  Franklin  and  Eleazer  went  to  Chardon, 
Geauga  county,  and  Eleazer  became  a  rich 
merchant  and  died  in  the  prime  of  life.  He 
left  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely :  Hal- 
bert  E.,  George  E.  and  James  H.  General  Hal- 
bert  E.  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Milwaukee:  he  intro- 
duced the  first  bill  to  establish  signal  service 
along  the  lakes.  He  became  General  Paine, 
going  into  the  Civil  war  from  Milwaukee.  Wis- 
consin, as  colonel  and  came  out  as  general. 
George  E.  was  a  captain  in  the  Civil  war :  he 
died  at  Painesville  and  his  family  live  in  Ash- 
tabula, one  of  his  sons  being  Tracy  Paine. 
James  H.  Paine,  now  old  and  feeble,  lives  in 
Painesville. 

Franklin  Paine  was  associated  with  Eleazer 
in  the  store  at  Chardon.  He  was  Lake  county 
recorder  during  and  after  the  war.  and  died 
in  Painesville  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
Charles  C.  Paine  was  a  merchant  in  Paines- 
ville.     He    was    first    president    of    the    Lake 
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County  Bank,  but  lost  his  property  and  died 
in  middle  life. 

Hendrick  Paine  married  Harriet  Phelps  on 
his  twentieth  birthday,  February  14,  1809,  and 
removed  to  Parkman,  Geauga  county,  where  he 
spent  four  or  five  years.  Samuel  W.  Phelps, 
who  was  not  a  relative,  but  from  the  same 
stock  originally,  employed  Mr.  Paine  to  erect 
a  saw  mill ;  he  also  erected  a  forge  and  fur- 
nace, in  1827.  and  the  Paine  furnace  made  both 
cast  and  bar  iron,  using  scrap  iron.  He  worked 
twenty  years  at  the  furnace,  and  later  kept  a 
government  lighthouse  at  Fairport,  his  son, 
Henry  Paine  taking  the  iron  works.  Hendrick 
Paine  removed  to  Monmouth,  Illinois,  where 
he  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  March 
15,  1789,  and  came  in  1808  to  Painesville, 
where  she  taught  school  one  year.  They  had 
children  as  follows:  Henry.  Eleazer  A„  Bar- 
ton Friend,  Hendrick  Ellsworth,  Jr.,  and  Eliz- 
abeth. Elizabeth  married  Janam  Smith,  re- 
moved to  Monmouth.  Illinois,  and  returned  to 
Leroy,  where  she  died  in  1881.  Eleazer  gradu- 
ated from  West  Point,  and  was  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  Civil  war.  He  removed  to  Mon- 
mouth, Illinois,  became  a  lawyer,  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  Lincoln,  and  spent  his  life  in 
Illinois,  where  he  married  Charlotte  Phelps, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Phelps.  Barton  F.  Paine 
removed  to  a  farm  near  Monmouth,  Illinois, 
and  died  in  Nebraska.  He  married  Hannah 
Proctor,  of  Thompson  township.  Lake  county, 
Ohio.  Hendrick  E.  Paine,  Jr.,  also  went  to 
Illinois ;  he  was  captain  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  was  afterward  employed 
by  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  where  he  died. 

Henry  Paine  continued  the  iron  industry 
after  his  father  left  it,  using  charcoal,  but 
abandoned  the  business  about  1859.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  at  Paines  Hollow  until  his  death. 
October  31,  1868,  being  killed  by  falling  acci- 
dentally from  a  wagon.  He  was  county  com- 
missioner  twelve  years  before  his  death,  and 
justice  of  the  peace  for  years.  From  the  time 
he  was  eighteen  he  had  held  a  commission  of 
one  kind  or  another  from  the  governor  of 
Ohio,  and  was  a  major  in  the  old  militia.  He 
was  familiarly  known  as  Squire  Paine.  He 
had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire 
community,  and  took  considerable  interest  in 
public  affairs.  He  married.  December  12,  1833. 
Harriet  Newell  Turtle,  named  in  honor  of 
Harriet  Newell,  missionary  to  India,  and 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Cherry  (Mills)  Tuttle. 
She     was     born     in     Austinburg,     Ashtabula 


county,  Ohio.  November  30,  1814.  her  parents 
having  come  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio  in  181 1. 
Her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Kewish,  has  an  old 
hair  trunk  they  brought  from  Connecticut  in 
181 1.  Ira  Tuttle  was  a  successful  pioneer 
farmer  near  Austinburg.  where  he  died  in 
January.  1861.  Mrs.  Paine  died  January  17, 
1880.  Henry  Paine  and  wife  had  ten  children, 
namely :  Elizabeth  Ellsworth,  who  died  in 
1903  ;  Aurel ;  Mary  Direxa  ;  Charlotte  Irene  : 
Ik-ndrick  Ellsworth,  a  general  insurance  man 
of  Scranton.  Pennsylvania ;  Ira  Tuttle,  of 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  of  the  Paine  Granite 
and  Marble  Works ;  Charrie  Maria ;  Harriet 
Newell ;  Stella  A.,  and  Henry.  All  but  the 
eldest  survive,  the  oldest  of  those  living  being 
seventy  and  the  youngest  fifty-four  years  of 
age. 

One  daughter  of  Henry  Paine.  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Kewish.  takes  great  interest  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  community  and  of  her  progenitors, 
and  keeps  with  care  a  large  number  of  relics, 
diaries,  heirlooms,  etc.  She  is  a  well  read  and 
remarkablv  intelligent  woman,  and  takes  pleas- 
ure in  learning  the  deeds  of  her  ancestors. 
Three  of  her  great-grandfathers,  namely: 
Eleazer  Paine,  Clement  Tuttle  and  Constantine 
Mills,  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Job  Ellsworth,  father  of  Aurel  Ellsworth,  who 
married  Eleazer  Paine,  was  killed  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  in  the  French  and  Indian  war. 

Lewis  Bextox  Brockett. — A  public-spir- 
ited and  influential  citizen  of  Saybrook  town- 
ship, Lewis  B.  Brockett  is  a  man  of  talent  and 
education,  and  has  devoted  his  time  and  ener- 
gies toward  promoting  and  advancing  the  ag- 
ricultural and  mercantile  prosperity  of  this 
part  of  Ashtabula  county,  at  the  present  time 
being  one  of  the  foremost  general  merchants 
of  his  community.  A  son  of  the  late  Hambrose 
Brockett.  he  was  born  May  7.  1828.  in  Greene 
county,  New  York,  but  was  brought  up  in  the 
Western  Reserve. 

Hambrose  Brockett.  born  in  1800,  spent  his 
earlier  years  in  the  Empire  state.  Coining  to 
Ohio  with  his  family  from  Greene  county.  New 
York,  in  1831,  he  settled  in  Ashtabula  county, 
and  from  the  tract  of  wild  land  that  he  pur- 
chased redeemed  a  comfortable  homestead,  on 
which  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
his  death,  in  1882.  He  married  Cloe  Fuller, 
who  was  born  in  1804,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm,  in  Ashtabula  county,  in  i8qo.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Addison, 
T.  Clark.  Lewis  Benton.  A.  Fletcher.  Henry 
A.,  and  Julia.    Addison  Brockett,  born  in  1825, 
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was  six  years  old  when  he  came  to  Ohio.  He 
married  Mahala  Miller,  and  in  1884  moved  to 
Michigan,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
his  death,  in  1907.  T.  Clark  Brockett,  born 
in  1827,  was  brought  up  from  the  age  of  four 
years  in  Ohio.  In  1850  he  married  Belle  Wil- 
kinson, and  in  1879  moved  to  Kansas.  A. 
Fletcher  Brockett,  born  in  Greene  county,  New 
York,  in  1830,  married  Mary  Walker,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  in  1855. 
Henry  A.  Brockett,  born  in  Ashtabula  county, 
married  Alary  Kellogg,  and  in  1879  removed 
with  his  family  to  Kansas.  Julia  Brockett, 
born  in  1837.  is  the  wife  of  Newton  Webster, 
of  Michigan. 

Brought  up  on  the  parental  homestead, 
Lewis  B.  Brockett  received  good  educational 
advantages  for  his  day,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  taught  school  during  the  winter  terms, 
being  very  successful  both  as  an  instructor  and 
as  a  disciplinarian.  Beginning  life  for  him- 
self, he  worked  by  the  month  on  the  farm  for 
three  years,  and  was  subsequently  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  at  Saybrook  Corners  for 
fifteen  years,  dealing  in  groceries  and  dry 
goods.  Returning  then  to  the  old  home  farm, 
Mr.  Brockett  managed  it  successfully  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  keeping  a  dairy  of  300 
cows  and  making  cheese  for  the  neighborhood. 
Retiring  from  agricultural  pursuits,  he  sold 
his  farm,  and  opened  his  present  general  store 
in  Saybrook  township,  where  he  has  built  up 
a  large  and  remunerative  business,  handling 
groceries,  coal  and  feed.  He  is  a  sound  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  for  twelve  years  served 
as  postmaster,  while  for  two  years  he  was 
township  clerk.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  November  10,  1852,  Mr.  Brockett  mar- 
ried Lucy  Fisk,  who  was  born  in  1824,  a 
daughter  of  Zedekiah  and  Sarah  Fisk.  She 
raised  five  children,  namely  :  Benton  L..  born 
in  1854,  resides  in  Kansas :  James,  born  in 
1857,  lives  in  Lincoln.  Kansas;  Odessa,  born 
in  i8f>o,  married  Charles  Parker,  and  formerly 
lived  in  Trenton,  Missouri,  but  is  now  residing 
in  Portland.  Oregon  :  Amy,  born  in  1870.  mar- 
ried, in  1892,  Charles  Simonds.  and  lives  on 
the  South  Ridge  road  ;  and  Ellen,  born  in  1873, 
who  lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  Benton 
L.  Brockett  married  first  Daisy  Denton,  who 
died  in  1801.  He  married  second  Margaret 
Shriver. 

Alanson  Work. — He  who  serves  humanity 
is  royal,  and  thus  we  cannot  afford  to  hold  in 
light   esteem   those   who  have   lived   noblv   in 


the  past,  nor  fail  to  accord  honor  to  those  who 
have  given  an  heritage  of  worthy  thoughts  and 
worthy  deeds.  Among  those  who  have  stood 
as  distinguished  types  of  the  world's  noble  army 
of  workers,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  well 
merits  a  place  of  honor.  He  wrote  his  name 
large  upon  the  pages  of  definite  accomplish- 
ment and  productive  activities,  and  his  life  was 
characterized  by  signal  nobility  of  purpose  and 
a  high  sense  of  his  stewardship.  He  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  and  worked  his  way 
upward  to  success  and  to  all  that  is  desirable 
and  ennobling,  in  life.  He  was  numbered 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Akron, 
where  his  death  occurred  on  the  29th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1 88 1.  He  was  at  the  time  vice-president 
of  the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Company,  owning  and 
operating  the  Akron  Rubber  Works. 

Mr.  Work  was  born  at  Ouincy,  Illinois,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1842,  and  was  a  son  of 
Alanson  Work  Sr.,  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  representative  of  a  family 
founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial  era ; 
he  removed  from  his  native  state  to  Illinois, 
but  later  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  both 
he  and  his  wife  passed  the  closing  years  of 
their  lives.  Alanson  Work  Sr.  was  a  stanch 
advocate  of  the  abolition  of  Nglavery  long  before 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  and  his  activities  in 
aiding  slaves  to  escape  captivity  led  to  his  ar- 
rest and  imprisonment  in  1841.  He  was  sen- 
tenced for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  but  after 
being  held  about  three  years  was  granted  a 
pardon. 

When  Alanson  Work  was  three  years  of 
age  his  parents  removed  from  Illinois  to  Mid- 
dletown,  Connecticut,  whence  they  later  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  that  state,  in  which  city- 
he  attended  the  common  schools  until  he  had 
attained  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  after 
which  he  was  for  one  year  a  student  in  Trin- 
ity College.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
entered  the  employ  of  A.  T.  Stewart,  the  great 
merchant  prince  of  New  York  City,  and  later 
he  became  an  employe  in  the  Metropolitan 
Bank  of  New  York,  with  which  institution  he 
was  identified  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  In 
[869  he  removed  to  Yineland.  New  Jersey, 
and  a  year  later  he  removed  thence  to  the  city 
of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  where  he  became  one  of 
the  interested  principals  in  the  firm  of  Cham- 
berlain, Gibbs  &  Company,  contractors.  As 
a  member  of  this  firm  he  devoted  two  years 
to  contracting  for  railroad  construction  and 
the  building  of  railroad  bridges,  and  he  then 
went  to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  secured  and 
completed  the  contract   for  the  rebuilding  of 
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the  bridges  on  the  line  of  the  Providence  & 
Worcester  Railroad.  On  this  contract  he 
erected  fourteen  double-track  bridges  in  about 
one  year.  Thereafter  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  Allen  Fire  Department  Supply  Com- 
pany, at  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  for  five 
years,  and  within  this  period  he  took  out  sev- 
eral patents  on  fire-engine  supplies,  one  of 
which  is  known  as  Work's  patent  coupling  and 
which  is  in  use  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, which  adopted  the  device  manv  vears 
ago.  On  tne  1st  of  January.  1879,  ^'r-  Work 
removed  from  Rhode  Island  to  Akron.  Ohio, 
where  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Akron 
Rubber  Works.  In  the  following  years  the 
business  was  incorporated  under  the  title  of 
the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Comparfy.  and  he  there- 
after held  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the 
corporation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
the  ensuing  year.  Though  he  was  not  long 
permitted  to  be  identified  with  the  industrial 
and  civic  activities  of  Akron,  he  made  a  defi- 
nite impress  upon  the  business  interests  of  the 
city  and  was  one  of  its  honored  business  men 
during  the  period  of  his  residence.  He  con- 
tributed to  the  development  of  the  enterprise 
with  which  he  identified  himself,  as  his  execu- 
tive and  administrative  ability  enabled  him 
to  suggest  and  bring  into  effective  operation 
the  proper  policies  and  system.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  his  eldest  son  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  to  whose  upbuilding  he 
devoted  his  splendid  energies  until  he  was 
summoned  from  the  scene  of  life's  mortal  en- 
deavors. In  politics  Mr.  Work  was  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and.  as  a  broad-minded  and  loyal  citizen, 
he  took  much  interest  in  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  hour.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  and  was  identified  with 
various  fraternal  and  civic  organizations  of 
representative  character. 

June  27,  1865,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Work  to  Miss  Henrietta  Lane,  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  she  still  maintains 
her  home  in  Akron,  with  whose  social  life  she 
has  been  prominently  concerned.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Work  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living  except  Clarence, 
who  met  his  death  by  drowning,  when  thirteen 
years  of  age.  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Professor 
Walter  F.  Willcox,  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Cornell  University,  Yew  York ;  Bertram  G.  is 
president  of  the  i'>.  F.  Goodrich  Company,  of 
Akron:  Dorothy  W.  is  at  home:  Effie  A.  is 
the  wife  of  W.  C.  Geer,  chief  chemist  of  the 
Goodrich  Company  ;  Frederick  W.  is  the  senior 


partner  of  the  Akron  Auto  Supply  Company : 
and  Gerald  S.,  department  manager  of  the 
Goodrich  Company.  The  last  two  are  also 
with  their  mother  in  the  familv  homestead  on 
Perkins  Hill,  Akron. 

Clark  W.  Haines. — During  many  years 
Clark  W.  Haines  has  been  identified  with  the 
farming  interests  of  Portage  county,  and  he 
was  born  here  on  the  7th  of  January,  1855. 
Stacy  L.  Haines,  his  father,  for  many  years 
one  of  the  agriculturists  of  this  community, 
will  be  remembered  by  the  older  residents  as 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve  of 
Ohio.  He  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1800, 
and  he  married  for  his  first  wife  Eliza  Potts, 
while  his  second  wife  and  the  mother  of  his 
son  Clark,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rebecca 
Armstrong  and  was  a  native  of  Goshen,  born 
in   1802. 

Clark  W.  Haines  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  and  by  purchasing  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs  to  the  homestead 
farm  he  has  become  the  sole  owner  and  has 
lived  there  these  many  years.  The  estate  con- 
tains 140  acres  of  rich  and  well  improved 
land,  and  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  while  from  his 
maple  orchard  of  about  325  trees  he  generally 
produces  about  eighty  gallons  of  syrup  annu- 
ally. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1884.  Mr.  Haines 
was  married  to  Emaline  Kibler,  a  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Mary  ( Kimmel )  Kibler,  na- 
tives of  Yirginia  and  Mahoning  county  re- 
spectively, but  residents  of  Portage  county, 
Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  have  three  chil- 
dren, Nana,  Erma  and  Hazel.  The  eldest 
daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Joel  ( iause.  and 
they  have  a  son  Russell.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
Mr.    Haines,  is  an  independent  political  voter. 

Mrs.  <  >i.ivk  Craig  is  a  member  of  a  family 
whose  name  is  associated  with  the  history  of 
Portage  county  and  the  Western  Reserve  of 
Ohio  from  the  period  of  its  earliest  develop- 
ment to  latter  day  progress  and  prosperity, 
and  the  members  of  this  familv  have  been  espe- 
cially prominent  in  its  agricultural  life.  She 
was  born  on  the  i)th  of  May.  1848.  to  George 
and  Nancy  (McNutt)  Webber,  the  father 
from  Germany  and  the  mother  from  Virginia, 
and  together  they  came  to  Portage  count)  dur- 
ing its  early  and  formative  period. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1877.  Olive  Webber 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  t:i  Chauncey  Craig, 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


929 


and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
four  children.  Bertha,  George,  Erwin  and 
Clyde,  all  at  home  with  their  parents  with  the 
exception  of  the  daughter  Bertha,  who  is  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Craig  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Deerfield  township,  the  farm  on  which 
she  spent  the  early  years  of  her  life  and  which 
is  hers  now  through  inheritance. 

Charles  W.  Searls. — Standing  as  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  Lake  county. 
Charles  W.  Searls  is  the  popular  and  efficient 
postmaster  of  the  village  of  Madison,  an  of- 
fice of  which  he  has  been  incumbent  for  more 
than  a  decade. 

Mr.  Searls  was  born  in  the  province  of  On- 
tario, Canada,  about  twelve  miles  distant  from 
Niagara  Falls,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1855,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  T.  and  Harriet  E.  (Thorn- 
ton) Downer,  of  Salamanca,  New  York,  who 
were  visiting  in  Ontario  at  the  time  of  his 
birth.  Harriet  E.  Thornton  was  born  in  Eng- 
land of  a  noted  family  who  were  distinguished 
by  holding,  a  coat  of  arms,  of  which  fact  Mr. 
Searls  is  very  proud,  as  well  as  of  his  English 
blood.  His  parents  came  to  Ohio  when  he 
was  an  infant,  and  when  he  was  but  four  years 
of  age  his  father  died,  in  Painesville,  the 
county  seat  of  Lake  county.  Charles  W.  was 
then  taken  into  the  home  of  Grandison  Searls, 
of  Concord  township,  this  county,  and  a  few 
years  later  was  formally  adopted  by  Mr. 
Searls,  whose  family  name  he  has  since  borne. 
Grandison  Searls  and  his  wife  bestowed  upon 
their  adopted  son  all  the  solicitude  and  care 
that  could  have  been  accorded  by  the  most  de- 
voted parents,  and  he  holds  their  memories  in 
reverent  regard,  appreciative  of  their  kindli- 
ness  and  beneficence. 

Grandison  Searls  was  born  at  Martinsburg, 
New  York,  on  the  10th  of  March.  1820,  and 
died  in  the  village  of  Madison.  ( )hio,  on  the 
i8th  of  August.  K)02.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Abigail  Brown,  was  born  in  Ston- 
ington.  Connecticut,  in  1818.  and  was  about 
nineteen  months  older  than  himself.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Ilosea  Brown,  who  came  from 
that  place  about  1821  and  settled  at  Concord 
nills.  in  Concord  township.  Lake  county, 
where  his  was  one  of  the  first  families  to  take 
up  permanent  abode.  He  and  his  wife  there 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  honored  pio- 
neers of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
The  marriage  of  Grandison  Searls  and  Abigail 
Brown  was  solemnized  in  Concord  township, 
in  1842.  and  she  preceded  him  to  eternal  rest 
by  more  than  ten  years,  as  her  death  occurred 


on  the  1 8th  of  February,  1881.  Grandison 
Searls  was  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Lucinda  (  Sal- 
mans )  Searls,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  the 
state  of  Xew  York.  After  his  second  mar- 
riage Stephen  Searls  came  to  Ohio,  in  1834. 
at  which  time  Grandison  was  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  he  settled  in  Hampden  town- 
ship, Geauga  county,  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  He 
was  seventy-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  not  only  developed  a  good  farm 
in  that  township,  but  also  erected  and  operated 
a  grist  mill  and  saw  mill,  besides  which  he 
erected  a  mill  in  Big  Creek  Hollow,  Concord 
township.  Lake  county. 

Grandison  Searls  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Geauga  county,  where  his  early  educational 
privileges  were  confined  to  the  pioneer  schools. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  his  various  business 
operations,  and  finallv  became  the  owner  of 
the  Levens  mill,  in  Concord  township,  Lake 
county — the  mill  which  had  been  erected  by 
his  father,  as  previously  noted.  This  mill  was 
owned  and  operated  by  Grandison  Searls  for 
more  than  forty  years  and  was  finally  aban- 
doned bv  him  after  competition  and  improved 
facilities  rendered  the  enterprise  no  longer 
profitable.  There  his  devoted  wife  died,  in 
1 88 1.  and  in  the  following  year  he  removed  to 
Madison  township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
near  Lake  Erie.  He  gave  his  attention  to  the 
supervision  of  this  place  for  the  ensuing  eight 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  sold  the 
property  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Madison,  where  he  became  associated 
with  his  foster-son,  the  subject  of  this  review, 
in  the  purchase  of  a  general  merchandise  store, 
which  was  thereafter  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  G.  &  C.  W.  Searls  until  about 
two  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  the  firm 
sold  the  business.  Grandison  Searls  was  a 
man  of  superior  mentality  and  strong  indi- 
viduality, and  he  was  an  influential  factor  in 
public  affairs  during  the  many  years  of  his 
residence  in  Concord  township.  His  political 
allegiance  was  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  town- 
ship trustee.  He  was  a  member  of  the  l'.ap- 
tist  church  from  his  boyhood,  and  was  most 
zealous  in  the  various  departments  of  church 
work.  He  and  his  wife  had  no  children  of 
their  own.  but  in  their  generosity  and  kindli- 
ness of  heart  they  found  it  their  pleasure  to 
rear  in  their  home  seven  children,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  review  was  the  only  one 
formally  adopted.  Concerning  the  other  chil- 
dren   tlie   following  is  given    by   Charles    W. 
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Searls:  Bradley  Ayres,  the  first  child  taken, 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ;  Sophia  Stock- 
ham,  who  entered  the  Searls  home  when  four- 
teen years  of  age,  became  the  wife  of  George 
Winchell  and  is  now  deceased ;  John  Green 
was  taken  when  twelve  years  of  age  and  re- 
mained with  the  family  about  five  years ;  Eva 
King,  a  niece,  was  nine  years  of  age  when 
she  became  a  member  of  the  family  circle,  and 
she  is  now  the  wife  of  Alfred  Brown,  a  farmer 
of  Concord  township  :  and  George  W.  Downer, 
brother  of  Charles  W.,  of  this  sketch,  was 
taken  when  a  lad  of  ten  years,  remaining  until 
he  was  fifteen  ;  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

Charles  \Y.  Searls  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Concord  township.  Lake  county,  and  his 
educational  training  was  secured  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  locality.  He  assisted  his  foster- 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  mill  and  farm 
until  1877,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  he  went  to  Burton,  Geauga  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  retail  lumber  busi- 
ness in  company  with  E.  P.  Branch  and  under 
the  firm  name  of  Branch  &  Searls.  This  alli- 
ance continued  two  years  and  in  the  mean- 
while, on  the  2 1  st  of  November,  1878.  Mr. 
Searls  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alta 
C.  Abbey,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Leroy 
town-hip.  Lake  county,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Colinda  C.  (Blair)  Abbey,  both  of  whom 
continued  to  reside  in  that  township  until  their 
death.  After  disposing  of  his  interest  in  the 
lumber  business  Mr.  Searls  returned  to  Con- 
cord township,  where  he  engaged  in  buying 
hardwood  lumber  for  the  firm  of  S.  P.  Gage 
&  Company,  of  Cleveland.  In  1882  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Madison  township,  being 
on  the  farm  with  his  foster-father  for  the  en- 
suing eight  years,  and  then  removing  with  the 
latter  to  the  village  of  Madison,  where  they 
were  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  busi- 
ness for  two  years,  as  already  noted  in  this 
context. 

In  1 8< »S.  during  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent McKinley.  Mr.  Searls  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Madison,  and  he  has  since  held  this 
office  continuously,  thus  serving  under  Presi- 
dents McKinley,  Roosevelt  and  Taft.  In  1895 
he  was  appointed  county  commissioner,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Raymond 
Freeman.  During  his  tenure  of  this  office  the 
franchise  was  granted  for  the  construction  of 
the  electric  interurban  road  from  Cleveland  to 
Painesville.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Freeman 
the  other  two  members  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  represented  the  opposing  -ides 


in  the  matter  of  granting  the  franchise,  and 
thus  it  devolved  upon  Mr.  Searls  to  cast  the 
deciding  vote,  which  he  did,  after  a  careful 
and  conscientious  study  of  the  question.  In 
1893  tne  Madison  postoffice  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Searls  the 
new  office  received  an  excellent  modern  equip- 
ment, through  means  of  which  the  handling  of 
the  business  has  been  greatly  facilitated.  Since 
he  assumed  office  three  rural  mail  routes  have 
been  established  with  the  Madison  office  as 
headquarters,  and  within  the  decade  of  his  in- 
cumbency the  receipts  of  the  office  have  been 
doubled.  At  a  local  farmers'  institute,  in  1899, 
Mr.  Searls  read  a  carefully  prepared  paper 
upon  the  subject  of  the  rural  free  deliverv  svs- 
tem,  and  within  two  years  thereafter  this' serv- 
ice was  instituted  in  this  locality.  He  is  a  stal- 
wart in  the  local  camp  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  pro- 
motion of  its  cause.  Air.  Searls  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  he 
became  a  member  when  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  he  is  an  influential  figure  in  the  affairs  of 
this  denomination  in  Ohio.  Active  in  all  de- 
partments of  the  church  work,  he  has  served 
for  more  than  sixteen  years  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  Baptist 
Convention,  the  official  board  of  the  church  in 
the  state.  In  this  body  he  has  been  a  member 
of  various  important  committees,  including  the 
Sunday  school  committee,  the  district  mission- 
ary committee,  and  the  evangelistic  committee, 
of  which  last  he  is  a  member  at  the  present 
time  (  1909).  For  twelve  years  he  was  mod- 
erator of  the  Ashtabula  Baptist  Association, 
the  oldest  in  northern  Ohio,  and  he  has  as- 
sisted in  publishing  a  most  interesting  and 
valuable  work  entitled  "Ninety  Years  of  the 
Ashtabula  Association:  1817-1907." 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Searls  is  essentially  loyal 
and  public-spirited,  and  his  influence  is  always 
given  in  support  of  measures  and  enterprises 
tending  to  advance  the  civic  and  material  wel- 
fare of  the  community.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Madison  board  of  education  for 
eleven  years  and  is  at  the  present  time  its 
president.  He  served  two  years  as  treasurer 
of  Madison  township,  and  was  for  an  equal 
length  of  time  a  member  of  the  village  council. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Searls  have  two  children. 
Ralph  E..  who  was  born  in  Burton,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  in  August,  1871).  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  Madison  high  school,  after  which 
he  entered  the  celebrated  Case  School  of  Ap- 
plied Science,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where 
lie  completed  a  course  in  civil  and  mechanical 
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engineering,  leaving  to  accept  a  position  before 
graduating.  He  is  now  chief  engineer  of  the 
Attica  Bridge  Company,  at  Attica,  Indiana, 
and  is  president  of  the  Indiana  Correspondence 
School  of  Engineering,  for  the  use  of  which 
he  has  prepared  and  published  a  number  of 
valuable  text-books  of  a  technical  order.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative  mem- 
bers of  his  profession  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  its  practical  work.  Harriet  C,  who 
is  assistant  postmaster  under  her  father,  was 
graduated  in  the  local  high  school,  in  1902, 
and  at  Denison  University,  at  Granville,  where 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1905. 

Samuel  Stratton. — During  many  years 
Samuel  Stratton  was  closely  associated  with 
the  life  and  interests  of  Portage  county,  and 
his  death  took  from  this  community  a  repre- 
sentative citizen,  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  agricultural  circles.  He  was  born  in  At- 
water,  June  21,  1843,  a  son  of  Jared  and 
Damras  (Perkins)  Stratton,  from  Connecti- 
cut. Jared  Stratton  came  in  an  early  day  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  from  out  the  vast 
wilderness  which  then  constituted  this  part  of 
the  country  made  a  good  home  for  himself  and 
family.  He  was  the  father  of  four  sons,  Eli, 
Almond,  Jared  and  Samuel. 

Samuel  Stratton  continued  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  their  death,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Atwater  schools,  and  during  fifteen 
years  of  his  early  life  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade.  Purchasing  then  the  old  Strat- 
ton homestead  in  Atwater  township,  the  farm 
where  his  parents  had  lived  and  labored  for  so 
many  years,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  there  he  too  passed  away 
in  death,  July  29.  1903.  leaving  behind  him 
many  friends  to  cherish  his  memory.  He  had 
married  on  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  Joseph- 
ine Austin,  who  was  born  in  Randolph  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  April  25,  1855,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Henline)  Aus- 
tin, natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and 
Pennsylvania.  A  daughter,  Eunice,  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stratton.  and  she  is  now- 
teaching  in  the  Atwater  schools.  Mrs.  Strat- 
ton resides  with  her  daughter  on  the  farm  left 
her  by  her  husband,  and  she  superintends  its 
work  with  splendid  ability.  Mr.  Stratton  had 
fraternal  relations  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  in  which  he  held  most  of  the  of- 
fices, and  he  was  a  member  of  and  an  officer 
in  the  Congregational  church. 

The  Baldwin  Family. — Among  the  lead- 
in"'  families  of  the  Western  Reserve  none  oc- 


cupies a  higher  local  standing  than  that  of  the 
Baldwin  family  of  Elyria  and  Cleveland.  For 
nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century  the  family 
has  been  represented  in  northern  Ohio  and 
numbered  among  its  representatives  men 
prominent  in  mercantile,  banking  and  judicial 
circles.  Reference  is  especially  made  to  the 
late  Seymour  Wesley  Baldwin,  the  Western 
Reserve  pioneer,  merchant,  banker,  philanthro- 
pist, highly  esteemed  and  useful  citizen ;  his 
sons,  the  late  Judge  Charles  C.  Baldwin,  of 
Cleveland,  for  years  presiding  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Northern  Ohio,  and  an 
author  of  high  standing;  Hon.  David  Candee 
Baldwin,  successful  merchant,  officer  in  the 
Civil  war,  banker,  two  terms  representative  to 
the  general  assembly,  and  valued  citizen ;  an- 
other son  of  Seymour  W.  Baldwin,  John  Hall 
Baldwin,  a  manufacturer  of  New  York,  and 
still  another,  Wilbur  R.  Baldwin,  of  Elmira, 
New  York.  Samuel  Prentice  Baldwin,  son  of 
Judge  Baldwin,  is  a  successful  attorney  in 
Cleveland.  The  family  is  one  of  long  standing 
in  New  England,  tracing  their  ancestry  to 
Richard  Baldwin,  who  settled  in  Milford,  Con- 
necticut, in  1639.  Charles  Baldwin,  the  father 
of  Seymour  W.,  was  a  farmer  and  resided  at 
Meriden,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  1818. 
He  married  Susannah  Hine,  who  with  seven 
children  survived  him.  The  parents  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
their  home  was  the  headquarters  for  the 
preachers  of  that  church  traveling  through 
that  country. 

Seymour  Wesley  Baldwin  was  the  youngest 
son  of  his  parents  and  was  born  in  Meriden, 
Connecticut,  June  29,  1807.  He  went  to  dis- 
trict school  winters,  working  on  the  farm  sum- 
mers, and  was  thought  to  have  considerable 
education  when  he  attended  the  Episcopal 
Academy  at  Cheshire  for  one  winter.  When 
seventeen,  Seymour  commenced  his  business 
life  as  a  peddler.  This  mode  of  life  was  the 
common  and  almost  only  one  open  to  enter- 
prising and  respectable  young  men,  and  many 
prominent  citizens  in  after  days  commenced 
as  "Connecticut  peddlers."  When  all  goods 
had  to  be  carted  overland,  this  was  quite  the 
natural  mode  of  trade.  The  carriage  of  goods 
bv  railroad  has  nearly  abolished  this  mode  of 
trade  ami  vastly  lowered  its  dignity.  The  field 
was  on  foot,  or  with  horse  and  wagon  in  the 
New  England  states  and  Long  Island,  or  with 
wagon  in  the  south,  and  with  regular  routes 
and  customers.  Seymour  soon  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother  Jesse,  under  the 
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firm  of  J.  &  S.  Baldwin,  as  a  country  mer- 
chant, in  ( )xford.  Connecticut,  then  a  more 
thriving  village  than  at  present.  The  busi- 
ness was  general :  while  at  first  one  of  the 
brothers  peddled,  they  also  employed  agents 
and  manufactured  silver  spoons.  Soon  out- 
growing Oxford.  J.  &  S.  Baldwin  removed  to 
Middletown,  Connecticut.  The  energy,  ability 
and  high  character  of  the  brothers  had  already 
become  recognized  in  New  York.  That  cele- 
brated New  York  merchant  and  philanthro- 
pist, -Mr.  William  E.  Dodge,  in  his  little  book 
on  "Old  New  York,"  published  by  Dodd, 
Mead  &  Co.,  in  1880,  selected  the  two  brothers 
and  a  comrade,  who,  together,  entered  his  store 
with  trunks,  as  typical  samples  of  Connecticut 
merit  and  success.  They  all  became  promi- 
nent and  valued  customers  and  friends  of  Mr. 
Dodge.  Mr.  Dodge  mentioned  that  Mr.  Jesse 
Baldwin  had  then  been  a  bank  president  for 
twenty  years,  and  the  third  a  large  manufac- 
turer. Mr.  Dodge  then  spoke  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  at  greater  length  and  with  much 
respect.  Both  brothers  became,  in  Georgia, 
■strong  anti-slavery  men — Jesse  a  leading  Abo- 
litionist, while  Seymour  was  a  Whig,  becom- 
ing an  early  Free-soiler.  Possibly  his  wagons 
at  Elvria  may  sometimes  have  traveled  on  the 
Underground  Railroad,  for  his  works  were 
always  with  his  faith. 

In  May,  1835,  though  the  south  was  a  more 
alluring  field  for  money.  Mr.  Baldwin,  with 
his  young  wife  and  an  infant  son,  removed 
to  Elvria.  Here,  with  a  magnificent  physical 
•constitution,  he  displayed  great  energy.  At 
that  time  there  was  a  general  barter  trade, 
and  but  very  little  money.  The  heavy  timber 
was  burned  into  ashes ;  ashes,  pot  and  pearl, 
were  considered  "cash,"  being  sent  to  Pitts- 
burg for  glass  manufacture  and  also  to  New 
York.  Dry  goods  and  groceries  were  bought 
in  -Yew  York  :  came  by  canal  to  Buffalo  :  thence 
by  boat  to  Cleveland,  or  more  commonly  Black 
River.  Xo  goods  came  through  in  the  winter, 
and  such  replenishing  as  took  place  came  by 
Pittsburg,  to  Cleveland,  being  hauled  from 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  to  the  first  named 
city.  Hauling  was  a  large  business,  and  one 
spring  Mr.  Baldwin  met,  east  of  Pittsburg, 
within  ten  miles,  as  many  as  fifty  wagons. 
After  a  while  -nme  goods  were  bought  of  the 
firm  of  Hillard  &  Hayes,  in  Cleveland.  In 
the  early  spring,  goods  were  hauled  from  Buf- 
falo west,  before  that  harbor  was  opened,  to 
Silver  Creek  or  elsewhere,  to  meet  the  boats : 
and  D.  B.  Andrews,  formerly  partner  of  Mr. 


Baldwin,  going,  down  on  a  steamer,  was  com- 
pelled to  land  in  Canada,  caught  cold,  and 
died  in  Buffalo.  The  cheapest  goods  were 
then  in  demand.  There  were  even  no  ingrain 
carpets  in  Elvria  until  about  1845.  Mr.  Bald- 
win was  at  first  in  company  with  Orrin  Cowles. 
of  Meriden.  They  separated,  and  he  bought 
out  (  for  the  sake  of  the  corner  stand )  Wilo  >x 
&  Beebe.  successors  of  the  Lorain  Iron  Com- 
pany. That  store  long  remained  with  Mr. 
Baldwin's  sign.  "Old  Xew  York  Store.*' 

Then  commenced  the  very  energetic  com- 
petition which  made  Elvria  noted  for  trade. 
H.  K.  .Kendall,  a  merchant  of  great  ability, 
then  had  the  leading  trade.  He  was  first  on 
the  ground,  and  there  had  been  great  falls  in 
prices,  of  which  he  had  the  credit.  A  mer- 
chant's life  was  then  laborious.  Mr.  Baldwin 
used  to  go  by  stage  before  navigation  opened 
in  the  lake — sometimes  by  Buffalo  and  some- 
times by  Pittsburg — to  Xew  York  and  Phila- 
delphia. It  was  a  great  thing  to  get  the  first 
goods  in  the  spring,  and  he  studied  the  matter 
carefully,  spending  several  days  in  Albany. 
He  loaded  the  canal-boats  in  Xew  York,  being 
careful  to  have  the  boats  filled  with  his  own 
goods  only,  and  early  went  to  Albany  before 
the  canal  was  opened.  There  boats  had  a 
right  to  go  in  order  of  registry.  For  several 
years  he  offered  prizes  for  being  among  the 
first  ten  boats  at  Buffalo.  But  there  was  dan- 
ger of  being  too  early ;  as,  if  unloaded  at  Buf- 
falo in  warehouse,  the  lake-boats  would  take 
fresh  canal-boats  rather  than  from  the  ware- 
house, thereby  saving  one  loading;  and  at  the 
first  decided  triumph,  when  his  rival  had  ad- 
vertised the  first  goods,  Mr.  Baldwin  passed 
those  first  goods  safely  stored  at  Buffalo,  saw 
his  own  loaded  in  boat,  got  the  boat  to  land 
at  Black  River,  and  accompanied  the  goods  to 
Elvria  long  before  his  rival  arrived.  Such 
single  incidents  seem  small,  but  it  was  the 
many  such  struggles  that  made  Elvria  the  cen- 
ter of  trade  for  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles 
east  and  west  and  twenty-five  miles  south.  The 
chief  competitors  for  this  large  trade  went 
safely  through  the  hard  times  of  1837  to  1840. 
In  1836  there  was  a  general  suspension  of 
banks,  and  there  was  no  resumption  until  1840. 
There  was  "Michigan  Wild  Cat."  the  worst 
currency  imaginable.  Mr.  Baldwin  once  hav- 
ing flour  to  sell  on  commission,  the  farmers 
seemed  very  glad  to  get  anything  for  such  cur- 
rency; and  when  he  announced  that  he  would 
charge  a  dollar  more  for  currency  than  for 
barter,    the   monev   came   in   onlv    the    faster. 
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Produce  was  generally  taken  as  cash,  and  sold 
again  at  home  without  profit.  It  was  very 
difficult  for  the  farmers  to  get  enough  money 
to  pay  taxes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  earned  the  last- 
ing gratitude  of  one  farmer  by  giving  him  two 
dollars  hard  money  at  the  current  price  for 
butter.  The  business  afterward  increased  so 
that  the  firm  of  Elyria  sold  at  times  $150,000 
to  $200,000,  and  a  branch  at  Wellington  (  Bald- 
win, Laundon  &  Co. )  two-thirds  as  much.  A 
large  share  was  paid  in  produce,  the  firm  at 
Elyria  handling  $50,000  to  $60,000  worth  of 
butter  in  a  year.  The  firms  employed  at  one 
time  about  forty  clerks.  *The  rivalry  at  Elyria 
was  famous,  and  a  retired  Xew  York  mer- 
chant once  remarked  that,  as  a  country  store, 
Mr.  Baldwin's  was  as  remarkable  in  its  way 
as  that  of  Mr.  Stewart's  in  Xew  York  City. 
Railroads  largely  revolutionized  the  trade.  Mr. 
Baldwin  never  tried  to  make  large  profits,  and 
never  lost  money  but  one  year — about  1840 — 
the  year  the  banks  were  required  to  resume  in 
Ohio.  He  paid  a  Cleveland  bank,  which  an- 
nounced its  intention  to  resume,  thirteen  per 
cent  premium  in  its  own  bills  for  a  draft  on 
Xew  York  ten  days  before  the  appointed  time. 
The  draft  was  paid ;  the  bank  did  not  resume. 
At  that  time  merchants  refused  to  sell  at  any 
price  for  the  currency  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  a  man  of  very  unusual 
poise  of  character.  With  such  a  business, 
which,  by  its  economy  of  labor  and  low  profits, 
did  the  farmers  of  Lorain  county  a  very  large 
amount  of  saving,  he  himself  cared  not  for 
wealth.  Always  fairly  economical,  never  os- 
tentatious, when  he  came  to  Elyria  he  resolved 
that  when  he  had  acquired  a  moderate  compe- 
tency he  would  retire.  In  1847,  m  accord 
with  that  resolve,  he  returned  to  Meriden. 
though  it  is  doubtful  if  he  would  have  been 
willing  to  quit  unless  he  had  become  the  leader. 
He  started  there  a  ready-pay  store,  and  be- 
came the  president  of  the  Home — now  Home 
Xational — Bank,  which  post  he  resigned  on 
his  return  to  Elyria.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  banking  firm  of  Wick.  Ojis  &  Brownell, 
of  Cleveland.  He  became  acquainted  with  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  William  A.  (  )tis, 
while  waiting  at  Albany  to  see  his  goods 
through.  In  1856  he  returned  to  Elyria,  and 
lii->es  invited  his  return  ;  but  he  had-  no  ambi- 
tion for  business  in  large  places,  in  1847  hav- 
ing declined  an  invitation  to  become  a  part- 
ner in  the  leading  house  in  Cleveland,  and  at 
other  times  received  favorable  invitations  to 
Xew   York.      Hi-   energy   and   business   judg- 


ment would  have  gained  him  wealth  and  stand- 
ing in  large  places,  but  Mr.  Baldwin  had  such 
mastery  of  life  that  he  had  no  such  ambition. 

In  1870  Mr.  Baldwin  went  abroad  for  travel, 
and  afterward  virtually  retired  from  business. 
In  1874  he  had  so  severe  an  attack  of  pneu- 
monia that  his  death  was  reported :  but  a  vig- 
orous constitution  and  pure  life  carried  him 
through,  and  he  lived  until  the  fourth  day  of 
February.  1891.  He  continued  active  in'  his 
care  of  an  invalid  wife  until  her  death  in  1886; 
cared  for  his  garden,  gave  slight  attention  to 
the  business  of  the  bank,  of  which  he  was 
many  years  director ;  and  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent in  other  private  business.  He  was  always 
an  intelligent  reader,  having  a  strong  historical 
taste.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  also  much  interested 
in  the  building  of  a  new  Methodist  church, 
donating  the  lot  on  the  public  square  and  in 
other  ways  assisting  the  enterprise,  giving  the 
plans  and  the  erection  of  the  building  much 
thought  and  time.  He  was  a  man  of  sturdy 
independence  of  character,  with  a  frank  tolera- 
tion of  the  opinions  of  others,  which  steadily 
increased  with  his  advancing  years.  An  inter- 
change of  thought  became  a  pleasure,  for  his 
interviewer  was  sure  of  a  fair  hearing,  how- 
ever diverse  might  be  his  views. 

Few  men  were  wiser  than  Mr.  Baldwin  in 
the  education  of  his  children,  for  he  took  much 
pains  to  instruct  them  in  general  business  and 
care  of  property,  by  conversation  and  early 
experience.  He  always  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  many  young  men  with 
whom  he  was  associated,  and  was  their  prac- 
tical and  wise  assistant.  Said  Dr.  Hoyt  at  his 
funeral:  '•Coming  as  Mr.  Baldwin  did  from 
Puritan  stock,  he  early  inherited  some  of  its 
marked  peculiarities.  He  had  an  intense  an- 
tipathy at  all  times  to  whatever  he  regarded 
as  meanness,  to  ingratitude  and  to  every  form 
and  manifestation  of  injustice.  He  prized  per- 
sonal, political  and  religious  freedom,  and  he 
sought  in  every  way,  as  he  had  opportunity, 
to  protect  the  helpless  and  the  oppressed  and 
to  guard  against  the  encroachment  of  power." 

.Mr.  Baldwin  was  always  much  interested 
in  what  he  regarded  as  the  best  interests  of 
Elyria  in  political  or  business  matters,  and  in 
early  days  when  railroading  was  a  problem, 
was  a  director  in  the  Junction  Railroad — built 
through  Elyria  and  now  a  part  of  the  Lake 
Shore  iS:  Michigan  Southern  Railway. 

I  In  November  15.  1831,  Mr.  Baldwin  was 
married  ( first  1  to  Mary  E.  Candee.  born  in 
Oxford,  Connecticut.  August  2.   1 8 1 3,  daugh- 
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ter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Catlin)  Candee. 
She  was  a  bright,  active  and  intelligent  young 
woman  of  French  Huguenot  family,  early  set- 
tled in  Connecticut,  and  descended  through 
her  mother  from  such  worthies  as  William 
Pynchon,  first  treasurer  of  Massachusetts  Col- 
ony and  the  founder  of  Springfield;  Captain 
Wadsworth,  who  hid  the  famous  Connecticut 
charter,  and  John  Allyn.  secretary  of  that  col- 
ony  in  Andros'  time.  Mrs.  Baldwin  died  at 
Elyria  September  23,  1836,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years.  Two  children  were  born 
to  this  union :  Charles  Candee,  who  was  born 
December  2,  1834,  and  died  February  2,  1895, 
and  David  Candee,  born  September  18,  1836. 
Mr.  Baldwin  was  again  married  on  September 
2,  1837,  to  Fidelia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Theophilus 
and  Bertha  (  Merriam  )  Hall,  of  Meriden,  Con- 
necticut. She  was  born  April  20,  1810,  and 
died  October  5,  1886.  The  Baldwin  geneal- 
ogy, by  one  of  her  step-sons,  testifies  "to  the 
sterling  worth  and  great  kindness  of  as  good 
a  step-mother  as  ever  lived."  To  this  union 
two  sons  were  born :  John  Hall,  born  August 
16,  1838,  who  is  a  manufacturer  in  New  York, 
and  Wilbur  Rice,  born  September  12.  1841, 
resides  in  Elmira,  New  York. 

Hon.  David  C.  Baldwin,  second  son  of  Sey- 
mour W.,  and  the  only  surviving  member  of 
the  family  in  Elyria,  was  born  in  that  place 
September  18,  1836,  and  was  out  five  days  old 
when  his  mother  died.  His  father  was  left 
with  the  care  of  two  infants,  the  older  son  not 
vet  being  two  years  of  age:  David  was  at  first 
cared  for  by  Airs.  Sarah  Goodwin,  who  had 
a  son  of  the  same  age.  Seymour  \V.  Baldwin's 
second  wife,  Fidelia  Hall,  as  gentle  and  con- 
scientious as  any  mother  could  be,  came  into 
the  care  of  these  two  small  children.  She  was 
for  many  years  in  ill  health,  a  feeble,  tender 
woman,  strong  in  her  past  life,  and  in  her  char- 
acter. Her  own  children  were  far  away,  in 
distant  states  of  the  Union,  and  no  own  son 
could  have  been  more  attentive,  thoughtful,  and 
kind  than  was  the  step-son  who  lost  his  own 
mother  when  five  days  old.  She  should  cer- 
tainly have  loved  him  as  tenderly  as  if  he  were 
her  own  ;  and  she  did.  When  David  C.  was 
ten  years  old  his  father  returned  to  Connecti- 
cut where  he  remained  about  ten  years.  David 
was  educated  at  the  best  schools  to  be  found, 
first  in  Meriden  with  Hon.  David  N.  Camp, 
distinguished  in  Connecticut,  and  Hon.  H.  D. 
Smith,  also  a  leader;  next  with  Daniel  H. 
Chase.  LL.  D.,  who  was  one  of  the  best  known 
instructors  in  Connecticut  in  his  day,  and  who 


died  a  few  years  ago  at  an  advanced  age.  being 
at  the  time  of  his  death  the  oldest  alumnus 
of  Wesleyan  University.  David  Baldwin  closed 
his  education  at  Wilbraham  Academy  under 
Dr.  Paul  B.  Raymond,  late  president  of  Wes- 
leyan. His  father  had  high  hopes  of  his  prac- 
tical business  qualities,  and  he  went  at  once 
into  a  store  at  Meriden  in  which  his  father  was 
partner.  On  the  return  to  Elyria  he  went  into 
the  store  then  of  Baldwin.  Laundon  and  Nel- 
son. Through  his  father  he  had  an  interest 
in  the  business,  and  he  contributed  in  a  large 
degree  to  the  eminent  success  of  the  firm.  His 
excellent  sense  and  •judgment,  his  easy  tact, 
graceful  manners  and  strict  and  high  integ- 
rity made  him  an  excellent  salesman  and  an 
early  favorite  with  the  public.  On  the  reor- 
ganization of  that  firm  in  1872,  it  became  D. 
C.  Baldwin  &  Co.,  composed  of  his  father, 
himself  and  Mr.  John  Lersch.  he  having  prin- 
cipal charge  of  the  very  large  business  of  the 
firm.  The  leading  wholesale  merchant  of 
Cleveland  once  remarked  that  no  better  mer- 
chant entered  his  store  than  Mr.  Baldwin.  In 
time  the  firm  became  Baldwin,  Lersch  &  Co., 
composed  of  the  same  partners,  and  later,  by 
the  death  of  S.  W.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Lersch  took 
gradually  a  more  responsible  part  in  accord- 
ance with  his  own  wishes  and  those  of  David  C. 
Mr.  Baldwin  has  a  fine  skill  and  judgment 
in  mechanics,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  with 
his  business  ability,  if  he  had  remained  in 
Meriden,  he  would  probably  have  engaged  in 
manufacturing  as  was  indeed  his  first  taste, 
and  he  would  have  become  eminent.  He  has 
an  excellent  library,  which  is  especially  rich 
in  archaeology,  and  his  opinions  are  much  re- 
spected. He  gave  some  months  and  consider- 
able expense  to  the  exhibit  of  "Man  and  the 
Glacial  Period"  under  the  name  of  Professor 
G.  1".  Wright  and  himself  in  the  anthropolog- 
ical building  at  the  Columbian  Exposition.  He 
has  been  very  generous  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve Historical  Society  of  Cleveland,  of  which 
his  brother.  Charles  C,  was  president,  having 
aided  handsomely  in  the  acquiring  of  its  build- 
ing and  still  more  handsomely  in  the  objects 
of  the  society.  The  D.  C.  Baldwin  Collection 
was  the  first  extensive  collection  of  archaeology- 
donated  to  the  society,  and  it  is  probably  un- 
excelled by  any  of  the  same  size  in  the  United 
States.  On  the  reorganization  of  that  very 
successful  society,  in  l8<)2.  Mr.  Baldwin  was 
one  of  its  incorporators  :  he  is  also  a  patron 
and  an  honored  advisor.  With  no  wish  for 
wealth  for  its  own  sake,  and  with  more  than 
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means  to  gratify  his  wants,  no  one  person  has 
known  his  generosity.  Whether  as  lieutenant 
in  the  Civil  war,  or  bank  director  or  holding 
other  office,  he  has  simply  taken  what  was  in 
the  plain  line  of  duty,  with  no  shrinking  from 
care,  but  with  no  desire  for  place  besides.  Deep 
in  his  heart  is  the  idea  of  the  Moravian  prayer, 
"Preserve  us  from  the  unhappy  desire  of  be- 
coming great."  A  staunch  Republican  in  his 
political  faith,  Mr.  Baldwin  has  ever  been 
much  interested  in  the  success  of  the  party, 
but  never  cared  much  for  public  office.  How- 
ever, in  1894,  he  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion and  elected  representative  from  Lorain 
county  to  the  Ohio  general  assembly,  and  again 
was  renominated  by  acclamation,  and  re-elected 
for  the  second  term,  serving  his  constituents 
faithfully  and  well.  He  is  vice  president  of 
the  National  Bank  of  Elyria.  succeeding  his 
father.  He  is  a  companion  in  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United 
States,  member  of  Elijah  Hayden  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  member  of  the  Elyria  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Society,  serving  a  number  of  years  as  presi- 
dent of  the  same. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  on  May  I,  1878, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Staub,  born  in  Circleville, 
Ohio.  October  19,  1852.  daughter  of  Rev. 
Henrv  and  Margaret  (Guildner)  Staub,  the 
former  a  clergyman  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Mrs.  Baldwin  is  a  lady  of  fine  education,  with 
a  very  active  mind  and  much  intellectual 
strength.  They  are  both  addicted  to  reading 
and  to  travel,  having  journeyed  abroad  thrice, 
as  well  as  extensively  toured  this  country.  Mr. 
Baldwin's  life  has  been  quite  without  such  in- 
cident as  is  usually  mentioned  in  a  biography. 
He  did  not  adventure  himself  as  a  pioneer  in 
a  new  country,  or  start  business  in  a  new  place. 
To  those  who  know  him  it  is  evident  he  would 
have  been  successful  in  any  line  of  life  he 
chose,  as  he  has  been  in  what  he  has  chosen. 
He  has  been  a  prominent  citizen,  and  especially 
a  leader  in  such  good  deeds  as  need  sympathy, 
active  work  and  a  benevolent  contribution. 
Few  men  have  that  even  poise  of  character 
that  saves  them  from  being  carried  away  by 
the  world,  by  the  desire  of  wealth,  of  power 
or  of  political  position.  Mr.  Baldwin's  dis- 
tinction is,  as  was  his  father's  before  him,  his 
character.  He  is  successful ;  of  ample  for- 
tune, but  not  desiring  large  wealth  ;  well  edu- 
cated by  schooling,  reading,  by  travel,  and  by 
experience ;  well  married ;  happy  in  society, 
and  in  his  own  home  and  abroad ;  hospitable. 


thoroughly  appreciated  by  all  who  know  him ; 
intelligent,  with  tact  and  generosity ;  having  a 
most  charming  home,  with  such  reasonable 
hobbies  as  occupy  his  mind ;  happily  contented, 
independent  in  his  own  pursuits,  and  able  to 
gratify  every  wish  of  himself  or  his  apprecia- 
tive wife.  Altogether  Mr.  Baldwin  has  lived 
a  life  that  is  to  be  envied,  and  he  stands  today 
as  one  of  Lorain  county's  first  citizens,  and  a 
credit  to  the  excellent  New  England  ancestry 
from  which  he  descends. 


Guv  Clvde  Cottixgham,  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  agricultural  life  of  Sharon  town- 
ship, was  born  two  miles  west  of  his  present 
home,  January  7,  1868,  a  son  of  Christopher 
and  Ellen  (Chatfield)  Cottingham,  the  father 
from  England  and  the  mother  from  the  state 
of  Michigan.  Christopher  Cottingham  is  en- 
rolled among  the  honored  early  pioneers  of 
Medina  county,  during  many  years  one  of  its 
most  prominent  and  progressive  agriculturists, 
and  he  left  the  impress  of  his  forceful  individ- 
uality upon  much  of  the  early  history  of  this 
community.  In  the  early  days  of  the  history 
of  Sharon  township  he  assisted  in  the  planting 
of  the  pine  trees  which  now  form  a  magnifi- 
cent avenue  for  a  mile  or  more  in  length  and 
which  are  among  the  valued  landmarks  of 
Medina  county.  He  was  also  a  veteran  of  the 
Givil  war,  in  the  recruiting  service  of  the 
United  States  arm)-. 

After  a  good  educational  training  in  the 
graded  and  high  schools  and  a  course  in 
Buchtel  College,  in  Akron.  Guy  C.  Cotting- 
ham entered  upon  his  first  business  pursuit  as 
an  assistant  to  his  father,  an  accomplished  ag- 
riculturist. Later  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade  he  worked  at  that  occupation  in  Medina 
and  in  Cleveland  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
when  he  resumed  agricultural  work  in  Sharon 
township,  and  he  has  become  very  successful 
in  this  calling.  By  his  marriage  to  May  Hazen, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  Hazen,  he  has  two  chil- 
dren, Fern  H.  and  Burke.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  and  a  Republican. 

Milton  Luther  Rudesill. — Sharon  Cen- 
ter was  the  birthplace  of  Milton  L.  Rudesill, 
on  the  13th  of  November.  1844,  and  it  has 
also  been  the  scene  of  much  of  his  subsequent 
successful  business  operations.  From  the  pub- 
lic schools  he  passed  to  Hiram  Collesre,  and  as 
a  boy  of  fourteen  he  began  assisting  in  the 
store  established  by  his  father  and  older 
brother,  John  C,  ai  Sharon  Center,  in   1856, 
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and  this  store  has  ever  since  been  operated 
under  the  Rudesill  name.  During  three  years 
he  was  also  a  clerk  in  the  city  of  Medina,  and 
then,  with  his  brothers  John  and  Columbus, 
bought  a  stock  of  goods  and  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  trade  at  Ashland,  this  state,  but  re- 
turning to  Sharon  in  1878  Milton  L.  Rudesill 
has  since  been  identified  with  the  life  and  in- 
terests of  this  city,  one  of  its  most  prominent 
merchants.  Always  on  the  alert  for  investi- 
gation and  speculation  he  a  short  time  ago 
began  experimenting  in  the  raising  of  ginseng, 
and  has  now  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground 
devoted  to  this  plant  and  is  very  successful  in 
its  cultivation.  In  addition  to  these  and  other 
interests  in  Sharon  Center,  he  is  also  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  commission  business 
in  Akron,  and  devotes  considerable  of  his  time 
to  that  line  of  work.  During  eight  years  he 
served  Sharon  Center  as  its  postmaster,  this 
being  under  Cleveland's  administration,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  community's  most  progressive 
and  substantial  residents. 

Milton  L.  Rudesill  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Jemima  (Reed)  Rudesill.  The  father,  from 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  came  to 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  when  but  four  years  of  age,  and 
his  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side  was  from 
Germany.  Jemima  Rudesill  was  born  at  Ber- 
lin, in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  and  her  father 
was  from  Ireland.  Milton  L.  was  the  young- 
est of  the  seven  children  born  to  Jemima  and 
Jacob  Rudesill,  and  they  are:  George  W., 
John  C,  Margaret.  Columbus,  Sallie  Ann, 
Jonas  and  Milton.  The  first  born,  George  W. 
Rudesill.  now  resides  at  Charlotte,  Michigan. 
Mr.  Rudesill  of  this  review  married  first,  Miss 
Hester  McDougal,  and  they  had  one  son,  Bert 
I.  The  wife  and  mother  died  eleven  years  ago, 
and  he  married  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Amelia  Brown,   from  Xorwalk,  Ohio. 

Roger  W.  Griswold,  prominently  identified 
with  the  hothouse  business  in  Ashtabula 
county,  descends  from  English  ancestors  near 
Kenilworth  Castle,  and  the  first  American  an- 
cestors settled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Black  Hall. 
One  of  these  early  ancestors  was  a  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  others 
became  governors  of  Connecticut.  The  first 
home  of  the  family  was  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  but  Indian-  drove  them  across  to  the 
east  side,  and  from  a  friendly  Indian  who 
lived  with  them  in  their  cabin  it  derived  the 
name  of  Black  Hall. 

Roger  W.  Griswold,  the  grandfather  of  the 


Roger  W.  of  this  review,  was  born  March  15, 
1797,  and  was  sent  to  Ohio  by  the  Connecti- 
cut Land  Company  and  had  control  of  this 
part  of  the  country.  Coming  from  Black  Hall. 
Connecticut,  he  located  in  Ashtabula  prior  to 
the  year  of  1823,  and  was  the  first  mayor  of 
that  city.  He  was  also  a  representative  to 
the  legislature  for  one  term  prior  to  the  ad- 
vent of  Josh  Giddings,  and  resigned  from  the 
office  on  account  of  bribery.  He  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  Yale,  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations,  and  was  identified  with  the  Under- 
ground Railroad  movement.  He  died  on  the 
15th  of  November,  1879,  and  his  first  wife, 
nee  Juliet  E.  Griswold.  born  May  19.  1802, 
died  April  4,  1855.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Fannie,  who  was  born  March  10. 
1834,  lives  in  Ashtabula :  Maria  M.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1826,  is  deceased :  Matthew,  born 
March  27.  1824,  is  deceased:  Augustus  H.. 
born  February  15,  1828.  is  deceased:  Juliet 
E.,  born  March  23,  1830,  died  March  7,  1908 : 
Roger,  born  September  14.  1837,  died  April 
19,  1909;  Mary  Ann,  born  November  9,  1839. 
died  November  30,  1853 ;  Thomas,  born  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1842,  lives  in  Cleveland ;  and  Charles, 
born  March  13.  1843.  died  December  26,  1874. 
Roger  W.  Griswold  married  for  his  second 
wife  Mrs.  Caroline  (Champlin)  Chester, 
whom  he  had  raised,  and  their  union  was  with- 
out issue.  He  married  the  third  time,  in  1867, 
wedding  Mrs.  Harriet  Walker,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Helen  M.  and  Hattie.  The  elder 
daughter,  born  in  June.  1871,  married  Charles 
Gallop  and  lives  in  Ashtabula,  and  the 
younger,  born  in  1873,  married  Charles  Yan- 
derlip  and  lives  in  Washington.  D.  C. 

Roger  Griswold,  a  son  of  Roger  \\\.  was  a 
market  gardener  throughout  life,  and  wag 
probably  the  pioneer  in  that  line  of  business 
here.  It  was  his  desire  in  early  life  to  be- 
come a  lawyer,  his  father's  profession,  but  the 
latter  denied  him  this  privilege  because  he 
though  all  lawyers  dishonest.  The  son  Roger 
lectured  at  farmers'  institutes  in  Ashtabula 
county  on  market  gardening.,  and  was  quite 
prominent  in  the  life  of  his  community.  With 
his  wife  he  spent  the  winters  in  Florida.  He 
married  Ellen  F.  Adams,  who  was  born  at 
Medway.  Massachusetts.  March  12.  1842.  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Anna  M.  1  Smith 
Adams.  The  father,  born  in  1816.  died  on 
July  10.  1909,  and  the  mother  was  born  March 
28,  [822,  and  died  March  6.  1908.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Griswold  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Prudence,  born  March  28, 
[869,  married  Francis    I.  Hall,  of  Chicago,  a 
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minister  and  a  teacher  in  the  Western  Theo- 
logical Seminar}-;  Fannie,  born  June  25,  1872, 
married  R.  W.  Rogers,  a  market  gardener  in 
Ashtabula;  Ploomia,  born  July  3,  1870,  mar- 
ried Frank  W.  Syler,  a  piano  tuner  in  Ashta- 
bula; and  Roger,  born  August  26,  1876.  Mr. 
Griswold,  the  father,  was  a  member  of  St. 
Peters  church  at  Ashtabula,  an  active  church 
worker  and  a  vestryman. 

Roger  W.  Griswold,  the  third  of  the  name, 
attended  school  at  Ashtabula,  and  in  his  early 
life  became  identified  with  the  hothouse  busi- 
ness, and  he  now  has  thirty  men  in  his  employ 
and  has  seven  acres  under  glass,  raising  prin- 
cipally tomatoes,  lettuce  and  cucumbers.  He 
ships  his  produce  over  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  become  very  prominent  and 
successful  in  the  business.  He  is  also  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Farmers  Bank  at  Ashtabula,  and 
is  a  property  owner  there.  Mr.  Griswold  mar- 
ried, on  September  16,  1899,  Blanche  Creigh- 
ton,  who  was  born  on  the  15th  of  October, 
1879.  He  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  22  at  Ashtabula,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lake  Shore  Club  in  that  city. 

George  G.  Greene,  a  passenger  engineer  in_ 
the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
was  born  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1865;  he  is  the  son  of  G.  D.  Greene, 
in  early  life  a  conductor  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad.  George  G.  Greene  left  school  to 
become  fireman  on  a  railroad  engine,  and 
began  in  1880,  when  less  than  seventeen  years 
of  age.  He  was  first  employed  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad,  from  Ellerslie,  Maryland, 
to  Mount  Dallas.  Pennsylvania,  and  later  qn__ 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  from  Hagerstown, 
Maryland,  to  Roanoke,  Virginia.  In  1883  he 
was  given  an  engine  on  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley Division,  and  has  had  charge  of  an  engine 
ever  since  that  time.  He  became  employed  on 
the  Pittsburg  &  Western  in  1888,  soon  after 
the  road  became  broad  gauge,  and  when  that 
road  became  part  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  he 
continued  in  their  employ'.  He  runs  a  pas- 
senger engine  from  Painesville  to  Pittsburg; 
he  formerly  took  the  through  freight.  During 
his  service  he  has  met  with  several  serious  ac- 
cidents, among  them  three  head-on  collisions. 
Mr.  Greene  is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Engineers,  and  for  twelve  years, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  he  has  been 
chairman  of  the  grievance  committee. 

Mr.  Greene  takes  an  active  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  improvements,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Painesville  since  it 


became  a  city.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
views.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  For- 
esters, besides  being  a  thirty-second  degree 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  he  is  affiliated  with  blue  lodge,  chap- 
ter and  commandery  at  Painesville,  and  the 
consistory  and  Al  Koran  Shrine  at  Cleveland! 
Mr.  Greene  married,  in  1886,  at  Meyersdale, 
Pennsylvania,  Anna  Baer,  by  whom"  he  had 
no  children;  she  died  October  11,  1906.  Mrs. 
Greene  was  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars. 

Samuel  Bela  Rawson. — The  late  Samuel 
Bela  Rawson,  of  Elyria,  was  one  of  those  rare 
characters  in  the  practical  world  of  American 
business  who  combined  the  genius  of  the  in- 
ventor with  the  care  and  expertness  of  the 
trained  mechanic,  and  the  broad  sweep  of  the 
typical  promoter  of  large  enterprises.  To  these 
diverse  and  unusual  gifts  of  a  practical  nature 
he  added  a  spirit  of  public  enterprise  which 
largely  found  its  outlet  in  the  founding  and 
support  of  worthy  and  widely  beneficial  chari- 
ties. His  memory  will  therefore  be  securely 
fixed  in  his  home  community,  and  bis  fame  as 
a  business  man  is  national. 

Mr.  Rawson  was  born  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  on 
October  19,  1848,  and  passed  away  at  his  home 
on  Chestnut  street  in  that  city  on  April  9, 
1908.  Between  those  dates  there  was  passed 
a  life  of  unusual  activity  and  earnest  endeavor, 
and  he  rose  unaided  to  a  foremost  place  in 
the  telephone  business  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Rawson  descended  from  an  old  New  Eng- 
-land  family,  his  earliest  American  ancestor 
being  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  and  second  town  clerk  and  regis- 
trar of  Boston.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Rawson. 
Bela  and  Harriet  (Nichols)  Rawson,  were 
born  near  Watertown,  New  York,  within  eight 
miles  of  each  other.  They  were  not  acquainted, 
however,  until  after  they  came  to  Lorain 
county,  where  they  were  subsequently  married. 
Bela  Rawson  was  a  well  known  and  success- 
ful farmer  of  Pittsfield  township.  He  became 
the  father  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity  and  became  heads  of  fami- 
lies ;  and  of  this  number  Samuel  B.  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  and  the  first  to  depart 
this  life.  His  elder  brother,  Arthur  B.,  passed 
away  in  Elyria.  in  December,  iqoq.  The  two 
remaining  sons,  Bird  and  Ora,  and  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Frankie  Bath,  are  residents  of  Elyria. 
and  the  other  two,  Mrs.  Alice  Root  and  Mrs. 
Ella    Gleason,    are     residents     respectively    of 
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Pittsfield,  Ohio,  and  Detroit,  Michigan. 

When  Samuel  B.  was  six  years  old  his  par- 
ents, seeking  a  home  in  the  country,  moved 
to  Pittsfield.  and  there  his  youth  was  passed 
on  a  farm.  Attending  public  schools  until  he 
was  fourteen,  he  then  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  but  the  death  of  his  preceptor  soon 
afterward  changed  the  young  man's  plans,  and 
he  learned  the  tinner's  trade  and  assumed  other 
lines  of  work.  He  was  by  nature  an  inventor 
and  a  trader,  and  was  universally  successful  in 
all  his  undertakings.  When  he  was  nineteen 
he  returned  to  his  native  town,  and  here  he~ 
lived  for  over  forty  years,  during  the  last  fif- 
teen of  which  he  attained  to  a  position  of  prom- 
inence among  the  leading  men  of  Elyria — a 
strong  factor  in  the  telephone  business.  Pre- 
viously to  engaging  in  this  business,  he  was 
for  a  time  a  nickler  in  the  Garford  works,  and 
later  was  the  head  of  a  prosperous  laundry 
business  in  Elyria. 

About  this  time  he  had  become  interested  in 
the  telephone  business,  and  had  made  some  im- 
provements of  a  practical  nature,  on  which  he 
took  out  patents.  Capital  was  enlisted  and 
the  Rawson  Manufacturing  Company  began 
the  manufacture  of  phones  in  a  small  way. 
The  business  grew  substantially  from  the  start, 
and  the  establishment  of  independent  telephone 
companies  began  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Rawson  and  his  business  associates.  The 
plan  to  merge  into  one  company  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  component  parts  of  a  telephone  sys- 
tem resulted  in  the  building  of  the  Dean  Elec- 
tric Company's  plant  in  Elyria.  In  this  under- 
taking Mr.  Rawson  engaged  with  W.  W.  Dean, 
of  Chicago,  and  others,  and  was  honored  with 
the  position  of  president  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion. The  telephone  interests  with  which  he 
became  identified  were  wide  and  important, 
for  besides  being  president  of  the  Dean  Elec- 
tric Company,  he  filled  a  similar  position  with 
the  Rawson  Electric  Company,  the  American 
Construction  &  Trading  Company,  of  Elyria, 
and  the  Independent  Union  Telephone  Com- 
pany, recently  transferred  from  Elyria  to  Al- 
bany, Xew  York.  He  was  also  director  in  the 
following  telephone  companies:  Niagara 
County  Home  Telephone  Company,  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York ;  Interstate  Telephone  Com- 
pany, of  Little  Falls,  New  York;  Seneca 
County  Home  Telephone  Company,  Seneca 
Falls,  New  York :  Schenectady  Home  Tele- 
phone Company,  Schenectady,  New  York ;  Al- 
bany Home  Telephone  Company,  Albany,  New- 
York  ;    Cohoes-Waterford    Home    Telephone 


Company,  Cohoes,  New  York ;  Watervliet- 
Green  Island  Home  Telephone  Company,  Wat- 
ervliet,  New  York ;  West  Shore  Home  Tele- 
phone Company,  Catskill,  New  York ;  and  Citi- 
zens' Standard  Telephone  Company,  Kingston, 
New  York. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Rawson  was  a  member  of 
King  Solomon's  Lodge,  No.  56,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  was  a  charter  member  of  Elyria  Com- 
mandery  No.  60,  Knights  Templar.  He  wras  a 
charter  member  of  Elyria  Lodge,  No.  456.  B. 
P.  O.  E.,  and  was  past  exalted  ruler  of  that 
order.  He  was  also  a  member  of  Elyria  Chap- 
ter, No.  165,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He 
took  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Memorial  Hospital  at  Elyria,  being  one 
of  its  projectors  and  prime  movers,  and  it  was 
he  who  chose  the  splendid  site  it  now  occu- 
pies. While  a  member  of  no  church,  he  at- 
tended the  Congregational  church  and  was  a 
liberal  contributor  to  religious  institutions.  He 
was,  however,  a  member  of  the  Men's  Club  of 
the  Congregational  church. 

While  various  business  interests  took  Mr. 
Rawson  away  from  home,  he  always  found 
time  to  serve  his  home  city  and  was  earnest 
and  active  in  promoting  its  welfare.  His  hand 
was  never  stayed  in  the  cause  of  charity  and 
whenever  he  could  help  by  a  timely  work  the 
cause  of  the  needy,  he  did  so.  In  his  family 
he  was  the  most  domestic  of  men — a  devoted 
husband  and  father.  Mr.  Raw^son  was  mar- 
ried (first)  in  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Roe,  of  Elyria.  Her  death  oc- 
curred a  few  months  after  their  marriage.  In 
June,  1872,  he  wedded  Miss  Faustina  Diggers, 
a  native  of  Girard,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
William  and  Helen  M.  (Payson)  Biggers  (the 
latter  residing  with  Mrs.  Rawson),  and  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  and  Betsey  (Colt)  Big- 
gers. One  daughter,  Helen  Doris,  was  born  to 
the  second  marriage. 

Mrs.  Rawson  is  a  member  of  Elyria  Chap- 
ter, Order  of  Eastern  Star,  in  which  she  has 
been  through  all  the  chairs  and  is  now  serving 
the  second  term  as  secretary.  She  has  been 
Grand  Martha  of  the  State  Grand  Chapter, 
and  now  represents  the  state  of  Wyoming  in 
the  State  Grand  Chapter.  She  is  one  of  the 
seven  incorporators  of  the  Old  Ladies'  Home 
at  Elyria;  has  been  a  trustee  since  its  organi- 
zation and  very  active  in  its  affairs.  She  has 
been  since  its  organization  a  member  of  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  Memorial  Hospital 
Board,  and  recently  furnished  a  room  at  the 
hospital  in  memory  of  Mr.  Rawson.     In  1909 
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she  completed  a  magnificent  mausoleum  in 
Ridge  Lawn  cemetery.  She  is  a  member  of 
St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  church,  and  a  lady  of 
sweet  dignity  and  broad  charity,  honored  and 
beloved  by  the  entire  community. 

Spexcer  B.  Morris. — Prominent  among  the 
residents  of  Portage  county  is  numbered  Spen- 
cer B.  Morris,  a  well  known  agriculturist  in 
Charlestown  township,  and  a  former  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  born  in  Shalersville 
township  of  Portage  county,  July  26,  1839,  a 
son  of  Ed  and  Mary  Morris  and  a  grandson 
on  the  paternal  side  of  Isaac  Morris,  from 
Connecticut.  As  a  boy  of  twelve  years  Ed 
Morris  came  west  with  his  parents  to  Portage 
count}-.  Ohio,  their  first  home  here  being  in 
Geneva  township,  and  coming  from  there  to 
Shalersville  township  he  bought  a  farm  in 
1835.  He  early  in  life  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  but  after  his  marriage  in  1837  to  Mary 
Benson  he  began  agricultural  pursuits  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a  tiller  of  the 
soil.  He  was  also  an  extensive  dairyman,  and 
usually  kept  for  the  purpose  about  sixty  cows. 
In  1840  Mr.  Morris  started  on  a  westward  trip 
to  Wisconsin,  and  en  route  stopped  for  six 
months  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  thence  continuing  on 
to  his  destination,  and  later  returning  to  his 
home  county  of  Portage. 

Spencer  B.  Morris  remained  on  the  farm 
with  his  parents  and  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  fields  until  his  marriage.  He  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of 
Charlestown  township.  He  served  his  com- 
munity nine  years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  nominated  during  the  fall  of  1908  as 
a  probate  judge  on  the  Prohibition  ticket. 

(  In  the  29th  of  April,  i860,  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  Spencer  B.  Morris  married 
Sophia  Brown,  and  their  two  children  are 
May  E.  and  Rose.  Their  elder  daughter  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Peck,  and  they  have  five 
children,  the  family  home  being  at  Kingsville, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  Rose  is  now  Mrs. 
Ritchie,  of  Emporia,  Kansas,  and  has  two 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  have  their  re- 
ligious home  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  de- 
nomination, and  he  has  held  many  of  the 
•dmrch  offices. 

1  '.i:\-j a m  1  x  1  Iri  >w  \-  Fa m  i ly. — Benjamin 
Brown  and  his  wife.  Mary  Millimon  Brown, 
with  their  family  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, came  from  Lee,  Berkshire  countv,  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  Nelson,  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
in  the  year  1817.     They  located  on  a' tract  of 


new  land,  200  acres  or  more,  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  township,  lot  6.  Mr. 
Brown  was  a  quiet,  industrious  man,  possess- 
ing only  good  habits,  and  a  natural  faculty  for 
accumulation.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  knew  little  of  farm  life  and  labor.  He 
continued  his  occupation  while  the  clearing  of 
land  and  the  farm  work  was  carried  on  mainly 
by  the  boys  and  hired  help,  the  eldest  son, 
Luther  L.,  a  stalwart  youth  in  his  teens,  bear- 
ing the  main  burden. 

Mary  Millimon  Brown  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, a  woman  of  great  force  of  character, 
planning  well  for  her  family  and  capable  in 
the  execution  of  her  plans,  well  calculated  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  pioneer  life.  These  pio- 
neer women  cannot  be  given  a  more  fitting 
memorial  than  King  Solomon  has  given  to  the 
"Virtuous  Woman"  in  the  thirty-first  chapter 
of  Proverbs.  After  coming  to  Ohio,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter  were  added  to  the  family.  A 
few  months  old  granddaughter,  being  left 
motherless,  was  promptly  adopted  into  the 
family. 

Like  many  of  the  early  settlers,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown  were  Christian  people  and  brought 
their  family  altar  from  their  New  England 
home  and  established  it  in  their  rude  home  in 
the  forest.  They  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional church  at  the  Center.  When  we  con- 
sider what  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  the  Western 
Reserve  accomplished  during  the  first  twenty- 
five  years  after  entering  the  unbroken  forest, 
it  seems  like  the  working  of  miracles.  The 
woodsman's  ax  had  laid  low  the  giant  trees 
that  had  so  long  held  occupancy  of  the  soil, 
cultivated  fenced  fields  appeared  on  every 
hand,  with  good  commodious  farm  buildings, 
orchards  of  the  choicest  fruits,  roads,  churches, 
school  houses,  mills,  towns  near  at  hand, 
county  seats  with  court  houses,  stores  with  all 
kinds  of  merchandise,  etc. 

The  writer  can  well  remember  visiting  at 
the  farm  home  of  the  Browns,  twenty-five 
years  after  their  arrival  from  the  East.  The 
older  children  had  gone  out  from  the  parent 
home  to  form  new  homes  and  take  their  active 
part  as  citizens  in  various  communities.  Sev- 
eral of  the  younger  members  of  the  family  yet 
remained  to  make  it  a  typical  farm  home.  The 
buildings  were  of  ample  dimensions,  filled  with 
comfort  and  abundance  everywhere.  A  gen- 
eral air  of  activity,  thrift  and  neatness  pre- 
vailed. At  break  of  day  there  was  a  grand 
open-air  concert  by  the  orchestra  of  domestic 
fowls.  The  crowing,  of  chanticleers,  quacking 
of  geese,  gobbling  of  turkeys,  with  Old  Nero, 
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the  house  dog.  putting  in  his  deep  baying, 
created  such  a  din,  all  were  made  aware  a  new 
day  had  come,  and  the  stir  of  farm  life  began 
anew.  "1  here  was  a  large  apple  orchard  of 
fruit  not  excelled  in  later  days,  peaches  in 
abundance  and  of  good  quality,  and  large 
cherry  and  pear  trees.  In  the  front  yard  grew 
striped  red  and  white  roses  and  "sweet  clover." 
On  a  trellis  over  one  door  was  a  Lady  Wash- 
ington vine,  and  near  the  front  kitchen  door 
was  the  well  and  a  sassafras  tree.  At  one  side 
of  the  back  door,  under  the  eaves,  was  an 
immense  rain  trough  that  did  service  as  a  cis- 
tern. Around  the  woodhouse  were  the  four 
o'clocks,  whose  peculiar  fragrance  always 
brings  to  mind  the  whole  scene.  Winter  eve- 
nings the  family  gathered  in  the  dining  room 
because  there  was  the  open  fireplace,  around 
which  they  made  a  wide  half  circle,  with  Xero 
stretched  before  the  fire  in  their  midst.  At 
one  corner  of  the  fireplace  stood  a  pan  of 
beautiful  rosy-cheeked  pippins  and  a  small 
brown  pitcher  of  cider,  which  were  duly  dis- 
posed of  while  the  cheerful  converse  passed 
around. 

The  sketch  of  this  farm  and  family  would 
not  seem  complete  without  some  mention  of 
'"The  Old  Mare."  It  may  be  in  her  youthful 
days  she  was  known  by  a  more  euphonious 
name.  For  instance,  Ladybird  would  have 
been  appropriate,  or  Fleetfoot,  as  she  was  not 
to  be  passed  in  her  palmy  days,  and  even  in 
old  age  for  a  short  test  of  speed  she  would 
come  out  ahead.  But  her  many  years  of  faith- 
ful service  and  habit  of  bringing  up  a  beauti- 
ful, high-mettled  colt  every  year,  had  given 
her  the  family  name  of  "The  Old  Mare,"  not 
from  disrespect,  but  rather  as  a  distinction. 
When  the  farm  passed  to  the  son.  L.  D. 
Brown,  she  was  given  a  life  lease  of  such  part 
as  she  would  need  during  her  lifetime.  Being 
released  from  all  duties,  her  mind  turned  to 
inventing  all  manner  of  ways  for  opening  barn 
doors,  letting  down  bars,  etc.  Not  feeling  in- 
terested in  closing  doors  and  putting  up  bars, 
she  often  set  the  rest  of  the  stock  at  liberty  as 
well  as  herself,  for  which  cause  she  had  to 
|eave  her  long-time  comfortable  home,  being 
sold  to  go  West,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five. 
What  suffering  and  indignities  she  may  have 
passed  through  in  her  last  years — poor  "Old 
Mare." 

For  many  years  Thanksgiving  was  kept  in 
this  family  in  true  New  England  Style.  When 
the  older  sons  were  married  there  was  a  home- 
coming   with    their    wive-     and     children,     to 


strengthen  family  ties  and  sit  together  as  of 
yore  at  their  parents'  table,  laden  with  the 
bounteous  products  of  the  farm  brought  into 
perfection  by  the  skillful  hands  of  mother. 
Who  will  say  the  parents  were  not  proud  of 
those  stalwart  sons.  A  great  sorrow  came  into 
their  home  when  the  youngest.  Theodore  Hale, 
who  it  was  expected  would  remain  on  the 
farm,  relieving  the  parents  of  its  care  and  be 
their  stay  in  old  age.  when  in  the  full  vigor 
and  joyousness  of  young  manhood  and  within 
a  few  days  of  his  anticipated  marriage,  was 
suddenly  stricken  by  a  passing  epidemic,  and 
after  a  few  days  of  conflict  the  young  life  went 
out  from  the  home  to  return  no  more.  Like 
many  others  who  have  raised  large  families, 
the  parents  came  to  be  alone  in  the  home,  and 
one  day,  September  2~,  1853,  when  the  father 
was  away,  mother  stepped  over  into  the  Xew 
Country.  Her  age  was  seventy-one  years,  ten 
months  and  twelve  days. 

Tlicir  Children. — Julia  Ann  married  Will- 
iam Wright,  of  Parkman,  and  after  a  short 
married  life  died,  leaving  a  young  babe,  which 
was  adopted  by  her  grandparents  Brown. 

Elisha  B.  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  mar- 
ried Asenath  Watrous,  of  Charlestown,  and 
spent  his  life  in  that  town.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a  quiet,  in- 
dustrious citizen,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years. 

L.  Clark  studied  medicine  and  located  in 
West  Farmington,  afterwards  removing  to 
Painesville.  He  had  a  wide  reputation  as  a 
skillful  physician,  and  was  at  one  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  legislature.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one  years,  five  months  and  six- 
teen days. 

John  Millimon  was  a  farmer  and  died  at  the 
home  while  yet  quite  a  young  man. 

L.  Dudley  was  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer, 
living  on  the  old  homestead  after  the  death 
of  the  mother.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years. 

George  Franklin  was  educated  at  Meadville. 
Pennsylvania,  studied  law  and  located  at  War- 
ren, Ohio.  He  was  the  first  probate  judge  in 
Trumbull  county.  He  moved  to  Yicksburg, 
Mississippi,  where  he  was  made  circuit  judge. 

Caroline  A.  married  John  Mowbray  and 
moved  to  Tennessee,  where  they  endured  pio- 
neer life  on  the  mountains. 

Late  in  life  Benjamin  Brown  married  Miss 
Maria  King,  of  Charlestown.  and  lived  in 
Edinboro  until  her  death  in  1863,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  and  was  cared  for 
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by  his  son,  L.  Dudley  Brown.  He  died  in  1864, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  six 
months. 

Mary  Wright,  the  adopted  granddaughter, 
married  Austin  Follett,  of  ( iranville,  Ohio. 
They  moved  to  New  York,  where  Mr.  Follett 
was  in  business  for  many  years,  their  residence 
being  in  Brooklyn. 

There  were  thirty  grandchildren  in  the 
Brown  family,  not  one  being  left  in  Nelson. 
They  are  scattered  from  ocean  to  ocean.  The 
farm  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  strangers, 
who  have  no  thought  or  association  with  the 
scenes  of  its  past  history,  but  till  its  fertile 
acres,  without  sentiment,  for  what  they  will 
give  in  return  and  because  it  is  now  their 
home. 

Luther  L.  Browx,  eldest  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Mar)'  M.  Brown,  was  born  August  7, 
1804,  in  Lee,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
and  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Nelson,  Ohio.  He  had  received 
a  thorough  education  in  the  common  branches 
of  study.  He  was  very  proficient  in  penman- 
ship and  an  adept  in  making  quill  pens,  used 
in  those  days.  During  the  summer  he  worked 
on  the  farm  and  winters  taught  school,  hav- 
ing sixty  or  seventy  scholars  between  the  ages 
of  four  and  twenty-one.  These  were  packed 
as  closely  together  as  they  could  sit  on  the 
rough  benches.  Teachers  were  expected  to 
take  at  least  part  barter  for  pay — cattle,  home- 
made cheese,  sugar,  etc.  The  family  owning 
property  on  the  lake  shore,  Luther  was  sent 
to  investigate  its  value  and  if  possible  ex- 
change for  something  nearer  home.  He  found 
a  tract  of  swampy,  undesirable  -land,  with  a 
few  cabins  near  the  lake,  and  thought  him- 
self fortunate  in  trading  it  off  for  a  horse  and 
perhaps  some  other  barter.  The  ground  is 
now  occupied  by  a  main  part  of  the  city  of 
Cleveland. 

Minerva  E.  Hall  was  burn  in  Tolland.  Mas- 
sachusetts, June  4,  1809,  and  came  with  her 
parents.  Joel  and  Elizabeth  Hall,  to  Charles- 
town.  Ohio,  in  1815.  In  1828  both  parents 
died,  the  mother  in  April  and  the  father  in 
August,  leaving  a  family  of  twelve  children. 
the  youngest  four  years  old.  The  three  eldest 
were  married.  After  the  father's  death  the 
younger  children  were  scattered,  the  oldest  son 
living  at  the  home  place.  Minerva,  a  maiden 
of  nineteen  years,  went  to  Nelson  to  Stay  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Harvey  Sperry.  and  attend 
school.  It  was  here  that  she  became  acquainted 
with  Luther  L.  Brown.  After  her  return  home 
for  a   short  stay,   Mr.   Brown   took  a  trip  to 


Charlestown  to  visit  Miss  Minerva.  He  found 
her  very  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  no  one  to 
give  her  the  needed  care.  He  at  once  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  care-taker,  and  remained 
with  the  family  until  she  was  convalescent. 
October  25,  1829,  a  pretty  bride,  gowned  in 
lavender  silk  crepe  and  lace,  stood  by  this 
young  man's  side  before  the  Reverend  Lyman 
toe  in  Charlestown,  and  exchanged  marriage 
vows,  and  it  was  recorded  that  Luther  L. 
Brown  and  Minerva  E.  Hall  were  married. 
They  took  up  their  abode  in  Xelson,  on  a  farm 
he  had  purchased,  adjoining  the  home  farm  on 
the  east.  In  1832  they  came  to  Charlestown, 
locating  one-half  mile  south  of  the  Center.  In 
the  home  they  established  free-handed  hospi- 
tality reigned.  They  were  Methodists  and  in 
those  early  days  the  "Circuit  Rider"  found  at 
their  house  a  home.  When  the  minister  came 
on  his  rounds,  Mr.  Brown  would  take  his  ox 
team  and  cart,  spread  straw  in  the  cart  and 
take  a  load  of  people  to  meeting,  at  some  other 
appointment  a  good  distance  away.  Then 
came  the  lumber  wagon  which  was  consid- 
ered quite  a  stylish  equipage.  During  the 
"forties"  buggies  and  carriages  began  to  be  in 
use.  Now  palatial  coaches  occupied  by  trav- 
elers from  the  East,  to  what  was  the  unknown 
West,  or  vice  versa,  and  heavily  loaded  freight 
trains  drawn  by  their  noisy,  powerful,  fiery 
steed,  pass  almost  hourly  through  what  was 
the  door-yard  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown. 

In  1840  they  moved  to  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  Center' and  built  the  house  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He  was  a 
hard  working,  active  business  man.  He  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  county 
associate  judge,  and  when  the  probate  office 
was  created  was  its  first  incumbent.  He  was 
a  leading  politician  of  the  county,  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic faith,  ever  ready  to  lash  his  opponent, 
and  just  as  ready  to  befriend  him  if  in  need. 
He  was  often  appealed  to  for  assistance  by  the 
poor  or  wronged  or  in  any  trouble,  and  never 
in  vain.  Mrs.  Brown  was  a  notable  house 
wife,  a  true  Christian  woman  and  one  in  whom 
"the  heart  of  her  husband  could  safely  trust," 
and  all  other  friends. 

Three  children  were  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown — Julia  Ann,  July  8,  1831.  She  mar- 
ried J.  A.  Holden.  February  2~ ,  1855.  and 
their  home  was  in  Charlestown.  She  suffered 
much  from  ill  health  and  died  April  8.  1876. 
Sophia  M..  born  May  29,  1830.  was  married 
to  Spencer  B.  Morris',  April  29,  i860.  Arthur 
A.,  born  October  S.  t84s.  died  December  20. 
1848.     Mrs.   Minerva  E.   Brown   died   Novem- 
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ber  14,  1867,  and  in  1868  Mr.  Brown  married 
Mrs.  Lucy  Carter,  of  Edinboro.  Luther  L. 
Brown  died  June  8.  1876.  Since  his  death 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Morris  have  occupied  the 
home  place  at  Charlestown  Center,  Mrs.  Mor- 
ris and  her  descendants  being  their  only  living 
descendants.  They  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  and  have  been  workers 
in  its  various  departments  for  nearly  fifty 
years.  They  have  also  been  much  interested 
in  temperance  work,  being  connected  with  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.,  Prohibition  party  and  Anti-Sa- 
loon work.  They  were  both  teachers  in  the 
public  schools  in  their  youthful  days.  Mrs. 
Morris  was  a  student  at  the  "Old  Eclectic"  at 
Hiram  when  James  A.  Garfield  was  its  presi- 
dent, and  esteemed  him  very  highly  as  teacher 
and  friend.  One  of  the  cherished  memories 
of  these  school  days  is  of  a  perfect  day  in 
May.  1859,  when  Garfield  led  his  geology  class 
through  the  fissures  and  caves  of  Nelson 
Ledges,  discoursing  of  the  causes  of  their  for- 
mation. While  partaking  of  the  picnic  dinner 
spread  on  the  ground  on  top  of  the  ledge,  in- 
spiring music  came  np  over  the  rocks  and 
through  the  groves,  blending  most  pleasingly 
with  joyousness  of  the  students.  Another 
memory  is  of  a  student  six  o'clock  social  meet- 
ing, held  in  the  chapel  and  led  by  President 
Garfield.  Near  its  close  a  young  lady  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  become  a  Christian.  The 
company  went  to  "Buckingham  Pond,"  a  little 
spring  lake,  and,  while  the  students  gathered 
on  its  smooth,  grassy  banks  and  sang  songs  of 
consecration,  Garfield  performed  the  rite  of 
baptism  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  just  as 
the  bright  May  day  sun  was  setting. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  have  two  daughters — 
May  E.  married  Charles  M.  Peck,  of  Kings- 
ville.  Ohio,  and  they  have  five  children,  all 
graduates  of  the  Kingsville  high  school,  except 
the  youngest  son,  Raymond,  who  is  still  in 
school.  The  eldest  daughter.  Miss  Nora  E.. 
has  taken  a  course  in  Bliss  Business  College, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  is  at  present  employed 
as  stenographer  in  one  of  the  departments  of 
the  I  »hio  State  University.  The  eldest  son, 
Carl  M.,  married  Miss  Jessie  Sheldon,  of 
Kingsville,  and  is  in  the  rural  delivery  mail 
service.  Miss  Lucile  is  president  of  the  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  Society  in  their  church  and 
Miss  Zaida  is  organist.  The  whole  family  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  most  of 
them  occupying  positions  of  responsibility. 

Mi-s  \lthra  Rdm'  Morris  is  a  graduate  of 
the  X.  W.  <  I.  University,  of  Via'.  I  Ihio,  and 
of  the  Cumnock  School  of  Oratory  at  Evans- 


ton,  Blinois.  She  gave  several  years  to  teach- 
ing in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  making  a  specialty 
of  oratory  and  public  reading.  She  married 
Rowland  H.  Ritchie,  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  a 
graduate  of  the  Chicago  University,  October 
12,  1898.  They  are  now  in  Emporia,  Kansas, 
Mr.  Ritchie  being  the  professor  of  oratory  in 
the  Kansas  State  Normal  at  that  place.  They 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  very 
active  workers  in  church  and  society.  Thev 
have  two  children,  Rowland  Morris,  aged  nine 
years,  and  Evanella  Rose,  aged  four  years. 

A.  A.  Patton. — Numbered  among  the  pop- 
ular representatives  of  railroad  interests  in  the 
city  of  Painesville  is  A.  A.  Patton,  who  is  in- 
cumbent of  the  responsible  position  of  general 
foreman  of  the  car  shops  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad.  In  February,  1902,  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Company  assumed  control  of 
the  Pittsburg.  &  Western  Railroad,  and  at  once 
instituted  the  increasing  of  the  capacity  of  the 
shops  established  by  the  latter  in  Painesville. 
The  shops  up  to  that  time  had  been  conducted 
upon  a  comparatively  small  scale,  and  the  plant 
as  at  present  constituted  covers  about  thirty 
acres.  Here  employment  is  given  to  more  than 
100  men,  and  during  busy  seasons  from  250  to 
300  employes  are  here  in  service.  These  are 
the  only  general  car  and  engine  shops  on  the 
Lake  branch  of  the  Newcastle  division  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  system,  and  a  large  amount 
of  work  is  handled  each  year.  The  institu- 
tion is  thoroughly  systematized,  and  each  of 
the  several  necessary  departments  is  amply 
equipped  to  meet  the  demands  placed  upon  it. 
The  shops  have  facilities  for  the  repairing  of 
engines  and  freight  cars  and  for  the  complete 
building  of  caboose  cars.  The  mechanical  appli- 
ances and  machinery  are  of  the  most  approved 
modern  type,  and  special  encouragement  is 
given  to  employes  to  suggest  labor-saving  de- 
vices that  will  facilitate  operations.  The  plant 
has  its  own  electric-light  system  and  also  has 
an  admirable  system  of  water  supply,  with 
adequate  fire-fighting  apparatus.  In  the  use 
of  the  latter  the  employes  are  regularly  drilled, 
so  that  the  danger  of  loss  from  fire  is  reduced 
to  the  minimum.  The  car  shops  represent  one 
of  Painesville's  most  important  industrial  en- 
terprises, and  the  incidental  value  of  the  same 
to  the  city  may  be  understood  when  it  is  stated 
that  the  monthly  pay  roll  has  reached  an  aver- 
age of  fully  $10,000.  As  general  foreman  Mr. 
Patton  has  shown  marked  executive  and  tech- 
nical ability,  and  while  he  is  a  strict  disci- 
plinarian the  employes  understand  fully  that  he 
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asks  only  legitimate  service  and  he  gains  their 
ready  co-operation,  the  while  commanding 
their  confidence  and  esteem. 

Air.  Patton  justly  takes  pride  in  referring  to 
bonnie  old  Scotland  as  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
and  he  fully  exemplifies  the  canny  traits  of  the 
stanch  race  from  which  he  is  sprung.  He  was 
born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  on  January  29, 
1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Helen 
(Scott)  Patton,  both  of  whom  passed  their  en- 
tire lives  in  historic  and  picturesque  old  Ayr- 
shire. Mr.  Patton  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  land,  where  he  received  good  edu- 
cational advantages  in  his  youth  and  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  stationary  engineer,  to 
which  he  there  devoted  his  attention  until  1881, 
when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  sev- 
ered the  home  ties  and  came  to  America.  He 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  state  of  Maryland, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  to 
which  his  natural  mechanical  skill  readily  en- 
abled him  to  adapt  himself,  and  he  was  thus 
engaged  until  1889,  when  he  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  car  shops  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  at  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  three  years,  in  the  meanwhile 
gaining  thorough  experience  in  the  various  de- 
tails of  the  work.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
period  noted,  in  1891,  he  was  sent  to  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio,  as  assistant  to  the  foreman  in  the 
shops  of  the  old  Pittsburg  &  Western  railroad, 
and  he  won  his  way  through  the  various 
grades  of  promotion  until  he  was  appointed 
to  his  present  responsible  position,  in  which  his 
service  has  been  so  efficient  as  to  gain  to  him 
unqualified  approval.  He  has  held  this  incum- 
bency since  March,   1908. 

In  politics  Mr.  Patton  gives  his  support  to 
the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Painesville  lodges  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  each  of  which  lie 
enjovs  marked  popularity. 

In  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  1884,  Mr.  Pat- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Cook,  who  died  in  Painesville  in  1892,  leaving 
no  children.  In  1893  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Patton  to  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Law- 
less, of  Painesville.  and  they  became  the  par- 
ent- of  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living. 
—  Helen  Mary  and  Robert  Joseph:  Andrew 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

The  Oakes  Family,  of  which  Dr.  I.  X. 
flakes,  of  Ridgeville.  is  a  member,  has  been 
established  in  America  since  an  early  date. 
Calvin  (lakes,  the  paternal  great-grandfather 


of  the  doctor,  was  a  native  of  Worcester  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  his  parents  resided  until 
their  death.  When  Calvin  Oakes  was  a  boy 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old  he  took  his 
father's  place,  the  latter  being  a  cripple,  when 
.volunteers  were  called  for  for  General  Gates' 
army  during  his  campaign  against  General 
Burgoyne,  and  the  lad  served  with  General 
Gates  until  after  Burgoyne's  surrender.  He 
married  a  member  of  the  noted  Cary  family, 
and  in  1816,  with  four  of  his  five  sons,  he  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve,  stopping  first  at 
Brecksville,  near  Cleveland,  and  from  there, 
with  two  of  his  sons,  David  and  Jonathan,  he 
came  to  Dover  in  Cuyahoga  county,  buying 
land  on  Center  Ridge,  near  the  Lorain  county 
line.  Both  he  and  his  wife  lie  buried  at  Dover. 
The  two  remaining,  sons,  Cary  and  William. 
remained  at  Brecksville. 

Cary  Oakes  was  born  at  Hawley,  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Massachusetts,  and  he  married  there 
Tamar  Easton,  of  a  prominent  family  of  that 
section,  several  members  of  which  took  part 
in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  Two  children 
were  born  to  Cary  Oakes  and  wife  before  com- 
ing to  Ohio.  He  and  his  wife  lived  at  Brecks- 
ville, in  Cuyahoga  count}-,  during  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives,  the  former  dying  in  June. 
1871,  and  the  latter  on  January  1,  1881.  Their 
children  were :  Mary,  Francis,  Isaac,  Henry, 
Tamar,  Cary,  Martha  and  Caleb.  Caleb  is  the 
only  member  of  this  family  living,  and  he  re- 
sides at  Brecksville,  having  reached  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years. 

Isaac  Oakes,  born  at  Brecksville,  December 
6,  1 8 18,  was  a  lifelong  farmer,  a  successful 
business  man,  and  a  good  citizen,  taking  his 
full  share  of  obligations  incumbent  upon  all 
good  citizens,  but  he  was  in  no  sense  a  poli- 
tician and  never  sought  public  honors.  He 
was  a  determined  man,  strong,  in  his  honest 
convictions,  but  his  path  was  ever  upward  and 
his  friends  were  many.  He  married  Clarinda 
Edgerton,  who  was  born  at  Hawley,  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Massachusetts,  January  28.  1815. 
a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Edgerton,  also  from  that 
commonwealth.  Mrs.  Oakes  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  1837  to  teach  school,  and 
she  taught  in  Cuyahoga  county  until  her  mar- 
riage, her  first  school  having  been  at  Royal- 
ton.  Isaac  Oakes  died  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber. 1893,  and  his  wife  survived  until  the  5th 
of  October,  1000.  Their  children  were:  Jo- 
sephine, born    September    15,    1843,  attended 

Oberlin  College,  married  George  A.  W 1.  of 

Carlisle    township,    and    died    on    the    23d    of 
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.March.  1873:  Cclia,  born  September  15,  1845, 
attended  college  at  Berea.  Ohio,  married  P.  P. 
Smith,  and  resides  at  Richfield,  in  Summit 
county;  Florence,  born  November  7.  1848.  re- 
sides in  Brecksville,  having  never  married ; 
and  I.  X. 

Dr.  I.  N.  Oakes  was  born  at  Brecksville, 
November  30,  1850,  and  his  early  education 
was  received  at  Brecksville  Academy  and  in 
the  Brooklyn  High  School  in  Cuyahoga 
county.  He  began  reading  medicine  in  Ober- 
lin  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  William 
Bunce  in  1872,  and  during  the  time  also  stud- 
ied chemistry  under  Dr.  Dascomb,  professor 
of  chemistry  at  Oberlin  College,  but  Dr.  Oakes 
was  his  private  pupil.  He  received  his  first 
course  of  medical  lectures  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Wooster  in 
Cleveland  in  the  fall  of  1873.  and  in  1876  he 
graduated  from  the  Miami  Medical  College 
of  Cincinnati.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  began 
practice  with  Dr.  M.  L.  Brooks,  Jr.,  in  South 
Cleveland,  and  he  also  served  as  a  city  physi- 
cian there.  In  October  of  1878  he  came  to 
Ridgeville  Center  and  succeeded  Dr.  D.  C. 
Bryant,  a  classmate  at  college,  who  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  his  practice  here  on  account 
of  the  ill  health  of  his  wife.  Dr.  Oakes  has 
prospered  in  Ridgeville,  and  his  large  practice 
is  indicative  of  his  skill  and  ability.  In  1882 
he  pursued  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  New- 
York  Polyclinic,  and  he  spent  the  summer  of 
1883  in  the  hospitals  of  London,  England,  re- 
turning to  New  York  City  for  further  study 
and  then  to  his  practice  at  Ridgeville.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Lorain  County  and  of  the 
Ohio  State  Medical  Societies  and  of  the  Cleve- 
land Academy  of  Medicine.  He  is  a  member 
of  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Elyria.  and  also  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 

Dr.  Oakes  married  Luie  M.  Hurst,  who  was 
born  in  Avon  township.  Lorain  county,  in  1845, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucina  (Moon) 
Hurst,  pioneers  of  both  Avon  and  Sheffield 
townships,  Lorain  county.  Ohio. 

Juki.  Miller.— The  late  Joel  Miller,  of  Wil- 
loughby, had  been  a  resident  of  that  village  or 
its  vicinity  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  was 
abli  to  recall  events  as  far  back  as  the  visit  of 
Lafayette  to  America.  The  Miller  family  came 
to  I  foio  111  [825,  soon  after  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  canal.  Joel  Miller  was  born  in  Peeks- 
kill,  New  York,  December  26,  [814,  and  died 
June  3.   tqo8.     His  parents  were  Melancthon 


and  Hannah  Miller ;  the  parents  of  the  former 
were  from  New  Jersey  and  the  family  of  the 
latter  from  Sing  Sing,  New  York. 

In  1825  Melancthon  and  Hannah  Miller 
came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  the  wild  woods  in  the 
southern  part  of  Willoughby  township.  Her 
brother,  Lewis  Miller,  late  of  Painesville,  an 
old  justice  of  the  peace,  had  already  settled  in 
the  neighborhood.  At  this  time  there  was  no 
harbor  at  Cleveland,  and  the  boat  drifted  from 
the  harbor  at  Fairport,  and  had  to  be  landed. 
Melancthon  Miller  soon  afterward  settled  in 
Willoughby  Milage,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  of  shoemaker,  his  home  being  the  present 
site  of  the  new  public  library.  He  died  in 
middle  life,  in  1839.  and  is  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Willoughby ;  his  wife  survived  him 
more  than  forty -five  years,  and  died  in  1885  at 
an  advanced  age.  Of  their  ten  chili  hen.  but 
five  reached  maturity,  namely :  Elizabeth,  died 
unmarried,  when  past  seventy ;  Daniel,  went  to 
Illinois  in  middle  life  and  died  there  ;  Joel :  De- 
Witt,  lived  in  Willoughby,  became  a  merchant 
tailor,  and  died  when  past  sixty;  and  Lewis 
was  a  partner  with  his  brother  Daniel  in  hard- 
ware trade  at  Kirkwood,  Illinois,  where  both 
died. 

Joel  was  the  last  of  the  children  of  Melanc- 
thon and  Hannah  Miller.  He  recalled  the  trip 
to  Ohio  in  1825,  and  clearly  recalled  many 
events  of  his  boyhood,  which  included  many 
interesting  experiences.  He  took  up  farming, 
and  lived  fifteen  years  on  a  farm  in  Mayfield, 
Cuyahoga  county,  which  he  cleared  up  and 
improved.  He  was  married,  in  1839,  to  Polly 
Van  Gorder,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Martha 
(Allen)  Van  Gorder.  Martha  Allen's  father, 
Benjamin  Allen,  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Willoughby.  Peter 
Van  Gorder  came  from  Genessee  county.  New 
York,  and  lived  in  Euclid  tonwship.  Polly  was 
horn  in  New  York,  and  her  father  died  in  the 
latter  state  while  returning  from  a  visit  there. 
After  living  fifteen  years  in  the  Mayfield  farm, 
Joel  Miller  and  his  wife  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Chester,  Geauga  county,  and  in  1864  the  family 
settled  in  the  village  of  Willoughby,  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler having  died  in  Chester. 

Joel  Miller  was  a  good  mechanic  and  worked 
some  years  at  the  trade  of  mason.  He  retired 
from  active  life  many  years  before  his  death, 
and  retained  his  faculties  to  the  last.  He  was 
a  Republican,  and  was  always  willing  to  dis- 
cuss the  issues  of  political  affairs  and  enjoyed 
such  debate.  He  was  a  lover  of  history,  and 
familiar  with  the  chief  events  of  the  country's 
settlement  and  development.     He  was  able  to 
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relate  many  incidents  of  the  early  history  of 
the  region  around  his  home,  and  had  a  clear 
recollection  of  the  chief  events  of  his  own  life 
and  the  happenings  of  the  community.  He 
never  cared  for  public  office,  preferring  the 
quiet  of  private  life.  Mr.  Miller  lived  in  a 
simple,  primitive  manner,  having  few  of  the 
luxuries  of  modern  life.  He  was  greatly 
esteemed  and  respected  by  his  townsmen,  and 
his  sterling  worth  was  widely  appreciated. 

Joel  Miller  and  his  wife  had  five  children, 
namely :  Delia,  married  M.  Higgins.  and  died 
on  her  fifty-first  birthday ;  Quincy,  formerly 
superintendent  of  the  boiler  department  of  the 
American  Shipbuilding  Company,  now  a  me- 
chanical engineer  at  Cleveland;  Caroline,  a 
dressmaker,  lived  with  her  father ;  Mary,  mar- 
ried Albert  King,  an  accountant  and  book- 
keeper at  Willoughby ;  and  Frank,  an  engineer 
living  in  Cleveland. 


Hox.  Thomas  Wadleigh  Harvey,  edu- 
cator and  author,  who  died  at  his  old  home  in 
Painesville,  January  20,  1892,  was  one  of  the 
most  eminent  among  Ohio's  prominent  school 
men.  As  a  teacher  he  came  into  close  sym- 
pathy with  thousands  of  individual  pupils,  and 
later  as  school  administrator  was  instrumental 
in  advancing  the  general  educational  system  of 
the  state.  By  the  text  books  of  which  he  was 
author  and  editor  the  practical  efficiency  of  in- 
struction was  increased  in  thousands  of 
schools,  and  these  books  are  still  regarded 
among,  the  valuable  assets  of  the  educational 
system  of  the  country. 

At  Painesville  the  work  of  Dr.  Harvey  as 
teacher  and  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  is  regarded  as  the  foundation  and  the 
main  structure  of  the  present  excellent  school 
system  of  that  city.  The  schools,  which  he 
found  lacking  system  and  definite  form,  and 
which  are  now  among  the  finest  of  the  state, 
are  a  monument  to  his  zeal  and  labor. 

The  late  Dr.  Harvey  was  born  in  New  Lon- 
don, New  Hampshire.  December  18,  1821.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  he  came  to  Lake  county  in 
the  Western  Reserve  with  the  family  of  his 
father.  Judge  Moses  C.  Harvey,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Concord.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  until  he  was  fifteen,  and  then  learned 
the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Paines- 
ville Republican,  published  by  Horace  Steele, 
Sr.  Ever  a  lover  of  books,  he  was  during 
these  years  a  diligent  student,  and  had  the  as- 
sistance of  a  private  tutor.  After  six  years  as 
a  printer  he  secured  a  teacher's  certificate  ami 


was  employed  by  the  directors  of  a  sub-district 
in  Leroy,  the  original  contract  for  which,  bear- 
ing the  date  of  1841  and  signed  by  Edward 
Clague,  is  still  preserved.  In  1845' he  w>ls  :> 
student  in  the  Western  Reserve  Teachers' 
Seminary,  where,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr. 
A.  D.  Lord,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  broad 
and  liberal  education.  From  there  he  went  to 
Chardon  and  organized  the  Geauga  county 
high  school.  In  1848  he  became  a  teacher  in 
the  schools  of  Republic.  Seneca  county,  and  in 
1 85 1  was  called  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
Massillon  Union  schools.  He  was  identified 
w,ith  the  latter  schools  many  years  and  became 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  his  profession.  He 
was  at  Massillon  during  the  war,  and  as  his 
duties  permitted  he  threw  himself  into  that 
struggle  with  all  the  force  of  an  ardent  nature, 
speaking  in  schoolhouses,  rallying  recruits, 
and  keeping  alive  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and 
loyalty  at  home.  Impaired  eyesight  alone  kept 
him  from  going  into  active  service  at  the 
front. 

Dr.  Harvey  became  superintendent  of  the 
Painesville  public  schools  in  1865  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  that  office  from  September  of 
that  year  until  October,  1871,  and  from  Sep- 
tember, 1877,  to  January,  1881.  During  the 
six  years'  interval  he  held  the  office  of  state 
commissioner  of  common  schools.  Governor 
Hayes  appointed  him  to  a  vacancy  in  this 
office,  and  he  was  afterwards  elected.  As  com- 
missioner he  exercised  a  wide  influence  upon 
the  common  school  system  of  the  state,  and 
rendered  opinions  of  the  law  which  are  still 
quoted.  He  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  in- 
stitutes of  Ohio  and  adjoining  states  and  was 
much  sought  as  a  lecturer.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Northeastern  Ohio  Teachers' 
Association,  its  first  and  for  several  successive 
years  its  president,  and  his  earnest  member- 
ship ceased  only  with  his  life.  The  relations 
existing  between  Mr.  Harvey  and  the  school 
men  of  Ohio  were  very  close  and  intimate. 
He  belonged  to  that  stalwart  group  of  Ohio 
educators  who  gave  power  and  dignity  to  the 
profession  (luring  the  last  century.  He  was 
probably  the  most  beloved  of  them  all.  "The 
g<"id  gray  head  that  all  men  knew"  was  every- 
where revered.  1  lis  genial,  affable  nature  won 
all  hearts,  while  his  true  manhood  and  intelli- 
gence commanded  their  respect. 

(  lutside  of  his  own  state  Dr.  Harvey  is 
chiefly  known  through  his  contributions  to 
text  book  literature.  He  was  author  of  a 
series  uf  English  grammars,  which  is  still  ex- 
tensively used  and  well  adapted  in  the  needs  of 
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public  schools.  Thousands  of  persons  in  other 
states  would  recognize  Harvey's  grammar  as 
one  of  the  familiar  books  of  their  school  days. 
The  grammars  were  carefully  revised  in  1878. 
and  again  in  1901.  He  was  also  author  of  a 
series  of  readers  and  assisted  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  Eclectic  Geographies  and  in  the  re- 
vision of  the  McGuffey's  readers. 

Dr.  Harvey  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
the  school  room  in  1881,  but  his  heart  did  not 
go  out  with  him.  It  lingered  there  to  help, 
strengthen  and  inspire  those  who  came  after. 
During  all  these  years  he  was  a  faithful  friend 
of  Lake  Erie  Seminary,  serving  from  1879  as 
one  of  its  trustee-.  Many  of  his  admirable 
lectures  upon  scientific  subjects  have  been 
given  to  its  students,  and  his  interest  in 
Memorial  Hall,  in  which  he  placed  an  organ  as 
a  memorial  to  the  beautiful  life  of  his  daugh- 
ter. Annie,  endeared  him  to  all  who  gather 
there. 

His  home  life  was  beautiful.  He  found  the 
companion  of  his  life  while  teaching  in  the 
Chardon  high  school  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Louise  Beebe  on  February  6,  1849.  He  was 
an  affectionate  husband  and  father,  and  in  his 
home  exemplified  all  the  Christian  graces.  In 
his  library,  containing  nearly  four  thousand 
volumes  of  his  own  collecting,  he  found  a 
solace  for  his  leisure  hours  in  the  riches  of 
learning,  and  literature. 

A  teacher  sows,  but  must  wait  long  years  for 
the  harvest.  It  was  Mr.  Harvey's  special  priv- 
ilege to  live  to  see  much  of  the  fruitage  of  his 
toil.  He  has  left  the  imprint  of  his  integrity, 
earnestness  and  scholarship  upon  the  lives  of 
his  pupils,  "his  boys  and  girls,"  as  he  fondly 
called  them  ;  upon  the  educational  thought  and 
sentiment  of  this  community  and  the  state.  Xo 
man  better  served  his  generation  in  the  great 
field  of  education. 

Fraxklix  H.  Kendall,  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Painesville,  is  one  of  the  leading 
educators  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Education 
ha-  been  his  life  work,  the  field  in  which  his 
ambition  has  sought  fulfilment,  and  his  career 
is  a  record  of  progress  and  usefulness. 

He  was  born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  January 
15,  1862.  His  elementary  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  schools  of  that  town  and  he  was 
graduated  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  then  be- 
gan work  in  a  newspaper  office,  but  after  five 
years  again  entered  school  to  prepare  for  a 
larger  career.  He  was  a  student  through  his 
college  life  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan   University 


at  Delaware,  where  he  received  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  in  1887. 

In  September  of  that  year  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  of  the  Marionville  Colle- 
giate Institute  at  Marionville,  Missouri,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  was  elected  principal  of 
the  institute.  This  position  he  resigned  the 
same  year  to  accept  the  principalship  of  the 
Second  ward  school  of  his  native  city,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  three  years,  being  prin- 
cipal of  the  night  schools  one  year  in  addition 
to  his  regular  work.  He  was  then  elected 
teacher  of  one  of  the  departments  in  the  Steu- 
benville high  school,  but  soon  resigned  in  order 
to  identify  himself  with  the  Painesville  schools. 

He  had  been  elected  principal  of  the  Paines- 
ville high  school  and  continued  in  that  po- 
sition eleven  years.  In  this  time  the  high 
school  enrollment  was  doubled,  and  the  school 
itself  advanced  in  every  department,  while  his 
reputation  as  an  executive  and  administrator 
became  thoroughly  established.  In  1902  he 
was  -advanced  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
Painesville  public  schools,  which  position  he 
now  holds. 

In  1893  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  X.  Harvey,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Thomas  \Y.  Harvey,  of  Painesville. 

For  a  number  of  years  Professor  Kendall 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Lake  county  board 
of  school  examiners  and  of  the  Painesville  city 
board  of  examiners,  and  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Xational  Education  Association  and  of 
the  Ohio  State  Teachers'  Association.  For  the 
past  eight  years  he  has  been  president  of  the 
Painesville  City  Library  Association.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Painesville. 

Charles  Hexrv  Buttexbexder,  secretary 
of  the  Hinkson-Buttenbender  Company,  Incor- 
porated, contractors  and  builders,  real  estate 
and  insurance  agents,  Elyria.  Ohio,  dates  his 
birth  in  Xew  York  City.  October  7.  1854.  Mr. 
Buttenbender  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Caroline 
(Bowers")  Buttenbender.  the  father  a  native  of 
the  Mine-,  and  the  mother  of  Alsace.  Ger- 
many. They  were  married  in  this  country,  and 
the  father  was  in  business  in  Xew  York  City 
until  i860,  when  he  came  west  and  settled  in 
Fort  Wayne.  Indiana :  he  died  in  Fort  Wayne 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  :  his  wife  surviv- 
ing him  until  January  6,  1910.  dying  in  her 
eighty-third  vear,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter. 
Mrs.'S.  A.  Wikel. 

Charles  IT  was  a  small  child  when  the  fam- 
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ily  went  to  Indiana,  and  he  was  reared  in  Fort 
Wayne.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  he  went  to  work  for  a  grocer,  at  $2  per 
week,  and  from  this  small  beginning  worked 
his  way  up.  He  soon  got  a  better  job  in  an  up- 
town store.  But  the  grocery  business  was  not 
to  his  liking,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left 
it  and  went  to  work  for  J.  B.  Harper,  a  silk- 
hat  manufacturer  who  had  gone  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Fort  Wayne.  This  trade  the  young- 
man  soon  mastered,  and  for  a  time  worked  as 
a  journeyman  hatter.  Silk  hats,  however,  went 
out  of  style  to  the  extent  that  the  business  was 
no  longer  profitable  for  Mr.  Buttenbender.  and 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  moulder's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  in  Fort  Wayne  until  about 
1886.  That  year  he  engaged,  in  the  flour  and 
feed  business,  on  his  own  account,  ami  while 
thus  occupied,  in  1887,  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  from  the  Eighth  ward, 
the  famous  Democratic  ward  of  the  city.  As 
showing  his  popularity  there  at  this  time,  we 
record  that  the  Eighth  w*ard  gave  to  Cleveland 
a  majority  of  500,  while  Mr.  Buttenbender,  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  carried  his  ward  by  a 
majority  of  150  votes.  He  served  on  the  coun- 
cil two  years.  Also  he  was  deputy  county  as- 
sessor of  Allen  county,  having  charge  of  the 
office  after  leaving  the  council.  In  the  mean- 
time he  sold  his  flour  and  feed  store,  and 
bought  and  shipped  hay,  doing  a  wholesale  bus- 
iness in  this  line.  In  1889  he  entered  the  postal 
service,  as  railway  postal  clerk  on  the  line  be- 
tween Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Syracuse,  Xew 
York,  and  a  short  time  after  this  he  moved  to 
Elvria.  He  continued  in  the  mail  service  until 
1906,  when  he  resigned  his  position  in  order 
to  organize  the  Hinkson-Buttenbender  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  has  since  been  secretary. 
In  November,  1909,  Mr.  Buttenbender  was 
elected  councilman-at-large  in  Elyria.  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  council  January  3, 
1910,  he  was  elected  president  pro.  tern,  of  the 
council. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Buttenbender  has  been 
prominent  and  active  in  lodge  work.  In  1879, 
he  joined  Fort  Wayne  Lodge  No.  14.  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  temple  in  that  city  he  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  lodge;  he  passed  all  its  chairs 
and  served  as  representative  to  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  was  captain  of  Canton  Fort  Wayne 
Patriarchs  Militant,  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
was  elected  and  served  as  major  of  the  Second 
Battalion,  First  Regiment.  He  joined  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Fort  Wayne,  in  1883, 
and  after  removing  to   Elvria  he  transferred 


his  membership  to  Chevallier  Lodge  No.  316. 
In  this  lodge  he  passed  all  the  chairs,  was 
chancellor  commander  twice,  and  served  as 
representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  as- 
sisted in  organizing  Uniform  Rank,  Company 
No.  117,  Knights  of  Pythias;  was  elected  cap- 
tain, and  held  the  position  fifteen  years.  In 
Elyria,  in  1907,  he  joined  King  Solomon's 
Lodge  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  raised  a 
Master  Mason  November  21,  1907,  and  No- 
vember 6,  1908,  received  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree Scottish  Rite.  At  this  writing  he  is  cap- 
tain general  of  Elyria  Commandery.  Also  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  For  years 
Mr.  Buttenbender  has  belonged  to  the  Volun- 
teer Firemen's  Association,  of  which  for  six 
years  he  has  been  president. 

Both  he  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the 
Congregational  church  of  Elyria.  Mrs.  But- 
tenbender before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Estella  C.  Grout.  She  is  a  native  of  Franklin 
county,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
Groat. 

James  C.  Smith,  vice  president  and  man- 
ager of  the  Elyria  Machine  Parts  Company, 
Elyria,  Ohio,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
He  was  born  at  New  Hartford.  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  November  16.  1861,  and  is  de- 
scended from  English  and  Scotch  ancestry. 
His  father,  Edward  B.  Smith,  was  born  in 
England,  son  of  Jonathan  Smith,  'the  latter 
lived  and  died  in  England.  Mr.  Smith's 
mother,  Helen  ( Cunningham  )  Smith,  was  a 
native  of  New  Hartford,  New  York,  and  of 
Scotch  descent.  Her  grandfather,  James  Cun- 
ningham, was  born  in  Edinburg.  Being  a  Rad- 
ical and  expressing  his  views  too  freely,  he 
was  thrown  into  prison.  Influential  friends, 
however,  secured  his  release  and  he  was  sent 
to  Canada,  from  whence  he  came  across  the 
border  into  the  United  States,  where  he  lived 
for  raany  years.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Glasgow. 

Edward  B.  Smith  was  by  trade  a  tool  maker, 
and  during  the  Civil  war  lie  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Remington  Arms  Company,  at  Ilion. 
New  York.  From  there  he  came  west  to  Mead- 
ville  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  (now  the 
Erie)  railroad,  and  from  whence,  in  the  fall 
of  1867,  he  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  After 
living  in  the  last  named  city  for  about  twelve 
years,  he  came  to  Elvria.  but  he  remained  here 
only  a  year  and  a  half,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
returning,  to  Cleveland,  where  he  died  in  1884. 
His  wife  died  in  1880. 
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In  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland  James  C. 
Smith  received  his  education.  He  left  his 
Studies  wnen  he  had  reached  the  second  year 
in  high  school  and  became  an  apprentice  to  the 
machinist's  trade.  His  first  work  was  for  the 
White  Sewing  .Machine  Company  in  Cleveland. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Elyria,  and  dur- 
ing their  residence  here  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Topliff  &  Ely.  When  they  returned  to 
Cleveland,  he  worked  for  I.  N.  Topliff.  After- 
ward he  was  with  the  Cleveland  Telegraph 
supply  Company,  (now  the  Brush  Electric 
Light'  Company  I ,  and  still  later  with  the 
Cliapin  Nut  Bolt  Company.  Then  he  came 
back  to  Elyria.  Here  he  worked  for  .Mead  & 
Wallace,  carriage  hardware  manufacturer-, 
and  subsequently  for  James  Hollis,  who  had  a 
machine  shop  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Elyria  Machine  Parts  Company.  Next  we 
find  him  at  Lorain,  in  the  employ  of  the  brass 
works,  where  for  three  and  a  half  years  he 
had  charge  of  the  iron  valve  department.  Again 
returning  to  Elyria.  he  went  to  work  for  H.  EC. 
Day.  who  had  bought  out  Mr.  Hollis.  and  a 
vear  or  so  later  he  again  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Topliff  &  Ely  Company,  which  was  then 
making  the  Garford  saddles.  December  i. 
[892,  he  took  charge  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
Garford  saddles  for  the  Garford  Company,  and 
was  thus  occupied  until  May.  1005.  And  in  this 
connection,  it  is  worthy  of  note  here,  that  when 
Mr.  Smith  severed  his  connection  with  this 
company  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome 
gold  watch  and  chain  and  Masonic  charm, 
from  the  men  in  the  factory,  a  token  of  their 
high  regard  for  him.  Mr.  Smith  then  took 
the  management  of  what  at  that  time  was 
known  as  the  Rochester  Valve  Company, 
owned  by  Rochester  people,  and  which  a  year 
later  became  the  Elvria  Machine  Parts  Com- 
pany, an  (  >hio  corporation,  of  which  Mr.  Smith 
was  made  vice  president. 

Mr.  Smith  has  for  years  been  active  injmblic 
affairs,  especially  taking  a  deep  interest  fn  mu- 
nicipal matters,  and  for  nearly  five  years,  Up 
to  January.  100S.  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Service,  the  last  term  being  presi- 
dent of  the  board.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  the  Masonii 
order  he  has  received  the  degrees  up  to  and  in- 
cluding that  of  Knight  Templar. 

Mr.  Smith  has  a  wife  and  three  children: 
Brenton  Arthur.  Helen  Elizabeth,  and  Theo- 
dore Howells.  Mr-.  Smith  was  before  her 
marriage  Mi--  Elizabeth  Howells.  She  was 
born    in     Baltimore,    Maryland,  daughter    of 
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Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Howells,  native-  of 
Wales,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  their 
childhood. 

Myron  Valpau  Loxgsworth. — One  of  the 
large  landholders  of  Leroy  township,  and  one 
of  its  most  progressive  and  practical  agri- 
culturists. Myron  V.  Longsworth  displays  ex- 
cellent judgment  in  his  operations,  everything 
about  the  premises  indicating  the  care  and  su- 
pervision of  a  good  manager,  and  a  thorough- 
going farmer.  He  was  born  June  6,  1849.  m 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  William 
X.  and   Rebecca  Ann    (Doolin)    Longsworth. 

William  X.  Longsworth  was  born  in  Mary- 
land. February  13,  1818,  and  about  1848  lo- 
cated as  a  physician  in  Lorain,  Ohio,  then  a 
small  hamlet  with  a  dozen  or  so  houses.  In 
1854  Dr.  Longsworth  moved  to  Van  Wert. 
Ohio,  where  he  built  up  an  extensive  prac- 
tice, which  he  continued  until  1875.  Opening 
then  a  drug  store,  he  managed  it  successfully 
until  his  retirement  from  active  pursuit-.  He 
died  May  12,  1903,  in  Convoy.  Van  Wen 
county.  Ohio. 

After  completing  his  early  education.  Myron 
A".  Longsworth  learned  the  harness  maker's 
trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  beginning  with 
F.  B.  Shoope  and  finishing  with  a  Mr.  Stran- 
dler.  Subsequently  forming  a  partnership  with 
J.  D.  Lloyd,  he '  located  at  Delphos.  Allen 
county;  where  for  ten  years  he  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  a  patent  harness 
back  pad,  the  pad.  which  proved  very  popular, 
being  sold  throughout  the  east  and  the  middle 
west.  This  was  patented  by  Mr.  Longsworth 
and  known  as  the  Sensible  Harness  Pad.  On 
December  8,  1906,  Mr.  Longsworth,  who  had 
become  sole  owner  of  the  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, exchanged  it  for  the  old  Garrett  farm, 
in  Leroy  township,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
His  farm  contains  216  acres  of  choice  land, 
and  is  well  improved,  having  two  sets  of  sub- 
stantial building-. 

Mr.  Longsworth  married,  in  1870.  Mary 
Ellen  Mauk,  who  was  born  in  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Michael  Mauk.  and  to 
them  six  children  have  been  born,  namely : 
William  Alden,  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, in  Marion.  Indiana ;  Harry  M.,  living 
in  Delphos,  Ohio  ;  Emery  died  in  infancy  ;  (  His. 
living  on  the  home  farm:  Mabel  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  :  and  Effie,  a  vocal  and 
instrumental  music  teacher,  lives  at  home.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Longsworth  is  a  Republican,  and 
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fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  fond  of  out-door  life, 
and  takes  especial  pleasure  in  fishing. 

Orex  Franklin  Carter. — No  citizen  of 
Lorain  county  is  held  in  higher  popular  esteem 
or  has  served  with  more  efficiency  in  offices 
of  public  trust  than  Oren  F.  Carter,  the  well- 
known  citizen  and  representative  business  man 
of  the  thriving  little  college  city  of  Oberlin, 
which  owes  to  him  much  of  its  civic  and  ma- 
terial progress  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Carter  was  born  at  Napoli,  Cattaraugus 
county,  New  York,  on  June  3,  1838.  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Abbi  (Hotchkiss)  Carter, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
in  October,  1798,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York.  March  11, 
1804.  Berry  Carter,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Oren  F.,  was  born  in  Connecticut  July  28, 
1773,  and  died  on  September  2,  1854.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Hackley,  who  was  born  November 
2S>  l77&>  and  whose  death  occurred  on  May 
10,  1817.  Thomas  Carter  was  a  tanner  and 
currier  by  trade  and  in  1854  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Russia  township,  where  he  continued 
to  be  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  dur- 
ing, the  residue  of  his  active  career.  His  life 
was  prolonged  to  a  patriarchal  age,  as  he  was 
nearly  ninety-seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  Riceville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  June.  1895.  His  wife,  Abbi  (Hotch- 
kiss) Carter,  died  at  Oberlin.  Ohio,  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1864.  Of  their  six  children  two  are 
now  living,  the  other  being  William  L.  Carter, 
of  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Oren  F.  Carter  received  his  early  educa- 
tional training  in  the  common  schools  of  New 
York  and  Ohio,  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Lorain  county  he  attended  Oberlin 
College  for  three  terms.  He  continued  to  be 
associated  in  the  work  and  management  of  the 
home  farm  until  the  death  of  his  mother,  and 
he  then,  in  18(15.  purchased  the  farm  from  his 
father.  He  continued  to  devote  his  attention 
to  this  homestead  until  [8(17.  when  he  sold  the 
propertv  and  removed  to  Randolph,  New  York, 
where  he  was  for  a  short- interval  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  He  then  returned  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  located  in  Oberlin, 
where  he  opened  a  hardware  and  agricultural- 
implement  store.  Here  he  continued  to  be 
successfully  identified  with  this  line  of  busi- 
ness enterprise  for  the  long  period  of  thirty 
years,  the  while  maintaining  an  inviolable  hold 
upon  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people 


of  this  section.    For  one  year  also  he  operated 
a  coal  mine  in  Coshocton  county,  thi-  state. 

In  1897  Mr.  Carter  was  elected  county 
treasurer  of  Lorain  county,  in  which  position 
he  served  two  consecutive  terms,  the  first  two 
years  of  which  he  resided  in  Elyria,  the  ju- 
'dicial  center  of  the  county.  Upon  his  return  to 
Oberlin  he  became  a  member  of  the  village 
council,  of  which  he  was  chosen  president  Pro 
tempore,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mayor  Fauver 
he  succeeded  the  latter  as  chief  executive  of 
the  municipal  government.  At  the  ensuing 
election,  in  November,  1905,  he  was  formallv 
chosen  mayor  of  the  city  by  popular  vote,  serv- 
ing two  years.  He  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  voted  for 
every  presidential  candidate  of  the  Republican 
party  since  that  time,  taking  a  lively  interest 
in  the  cause  of  the  party  and  in  all  matters  of 
public  concern,  both  local  and  general.  In 
1908  he  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican executive  committee  of  Lorain  county, 
of  which  office  he  continues  incumbent  at  the 
present  time.  In  November,  1909,  he  wa« 
again  elected  mayor  of  Oberlin.  He  has  served 
as  village  and  township  treasurer,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oberlin  board  of  education  for  six 
years,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  valued 
member  ot  the  city  council.  Upon  the  death 
of  Judge  Steele  he  succeeded  the  latter  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Lorain 
county  children's  home,  a  position  of  which  he 
is  still  incumbent,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Lorain  county  commission  for  the  care  of 
the  blind.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
park  commissioners  of  Oberlin  and  his  activi- 
ties and  valuable  co-operation  touch  all  that 
conserves  the  material  and  social  well  being 
of  the  community.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
directorate  of  the  old  Citizens'  National  Bank 
of  (  Iberlin  until  the  organization  of  the  State 
Savings  Rank,  when  he  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing stockholders  of  the  latter,  of  which  he  is 
now-  a  director  and  a  member  of  the  finance 
committee.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Congregational  church,  of  which  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members,  and  they  are  held  in 
affectionate  regard  in  the  attractive  little  city 
that  has  so  long  been  their  home  and  the  center 
of  their  interests. 

On  February  29,  i860,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Carter  to.  Miss  Emily  M. 
Brown,  who  was  born  at  Port  Sterling.  Minne- 
sota, a  daughter  of  Rev.  William  and  Mary  J. 
(Little)  Brown,  who  were  at  the  time  acting 
a-  missionaries  among  the  Indians  in  that 
state.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  have  one  daugh- 
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ter,  Carrie  Jane,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Elmer 
M.  Rice,  of  Elyria.  Ohio,  cashier  of  the  Elyria 
Savings  and  Banking  Company,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Robert  H.,  who  graduated  from  Ober- 
lin  College  in  1907.  and  is  now  attending  Co- 
lumbia law  school,  New  York. 

Gordon  S.  Meek. — One  of  the  able  repre- 
sentatives of  the  profession  of  civil  engineering 
in  the  Western  Reserve  is  Mr.  Meek,  who 
holds  the  responsible  and  important  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Lake 
Erie  Dock  Company,  in  which  connection  he 
has  the  supervision  of  the  company's  fine  docks 
and  other  accessories  at  Fairport  Harbor,  Lake 
county,  and  who  maintains  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Painesville,  which  is  three  miles  distant, 
on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
as  well  as  on  an  effective  electric  interurban 
line. 

The  original  docks  at  Fairport  Harbor  were 
erected  by  what  was  known  as  the  Pittsburg, 
Painesville  &  Fairport  Railroad  Company, 
which  maintained  a  narrow-gauge  line  and 
had  its  terminal  at  the  mouth  of  the  Grand 
river.  The  clock  property  later  came  into  the 
1  possession  of  a  corporation  known  as  the  Con- 
sumers' Forwarding  &  Storage  Company,  and 
still  later  a  competing,  company  constructed 
about  an  equal  amount  of  dock,  about  one 
mile  farther  up  the  river,  making  a  total  of 
approximately  one  mile  of  docks  of  the  ordi- 
nary type  of  construction.  In  1895  tne  various 
interests  were  consolidated,  under  the  corpo- 
rate title  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Lake  Erie 
Dock  Company.  On  the  river  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  Company  also  has  a  dock  for 
the  handling  of  coal,  and  this  property  is 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Pittsburg  Coal 
Company. 

The  Pennsylvania  &  Lake  Erie  Dock  Com- 
pany instituted  the  building  of  one-half  mile  of 
dock  of  the  best  modern  type  of  construction. 
Work  was  begun  in  February,  1906.  and  the 
dock,  of  concrete  construction,  is  unexcelled 
by  any  on  the  Great  Lake  system.  This  new 
dock  has  six  automatic,  electrically  operated 
ore  unloaders,  with  a  capacity  of  handling 
3.000,000  tons  of  iron  ore  from' lake  vessels  in 
one  season.  These  are  mounted  on  tracks  of 
steel,  laid  in  the  concrete  of  the  dock,  and 
power  is  supplied  from  an  electric  plant  cap- 
able of  generating  two  thousand  kilowatts  and 
thoroughly  modern  in  every  detail.  The  com- 
pany has  here  invested  half  a  million  dollars 
sbce  [906.  The  entrance  to  the  harbor  is  pro- 
tected by  two  concrete  piers  built  by  tin-  gov- 


ernment, and  a  fine  breakwater  has  been  con- 
structed by  the  government  to  protect  the  har- 
bor from  drifting  sand. 

The  Pennsylvania  &  Lake  Erie  Dock  Com- 
pany give  employment  to  a  force  of  350  men 
during  the  navigation  season.  In  1908  nearly 
one  and  a  half  million  tons  of  ore  were  un- 
loaded at  its  Fairport  Harbor  docks,  and,  based 
upon  this  record,  the  harbor  now  stands  about 
fourth  in  the  volume  of  ore  handled  at  all  ports 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  In  loading  the  ore  on  the 
railway  cars  from  dock  storage  piles  the  same 
devices  are  utilized  as  for  unloading,  as  well 
as  two  steam  shovels,  and  six  revolving  der- 
ricks with  automatic  grab-buckets.  The  gen- 
eral supervision  of  all  mechanical  appliances 
and  all  practical  operations  is  given  to  Mr. 
Meek,  who  has  proved  himself  fully  equal  to 
all  emergencies,  whether  technical  or  in  refer- 
ence to  volume  of  business  handled.  He  came 
here  as  engineer  of  construction,  to  install  the 
new^  plant,  including  both  power  and  dock 
mechanisms,  and  in  the  spring  of  1907  he  was 
made  superintendent,  in  which  permanent  office 
he  succeeded  William  Truby,  who  had  the  po- 
sition for  twelve  consecutive  years  and  who 
resigned  soon  after  the  installation  of  the  new 
equipment.  The  work  during  the  navigation 
season  demands  an  office  force  of  six  assistants 
to  the  chief  clerk,  and  in  the  outside  corps  are 
demanded  a  master  mechanic,  an  electrician, 
and  a  machine  foreman,  and  in  the  operating 
organization  a  general  foreman  and  from  two 
to  ten  assistant  foremen  are  employed. 

Gordon  S.  Meek  was  born  at  Walton,  Dela- 
ware county,  New  York,  on  September  9,  1873, 
and  is  a  son  of  Stafford  W.  and  Adelaide  E. 
Meek,  who  are  now  residents  of  Rootstown, 
Ohio.  When  he  was  five  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Bellevue,  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
and  he  has  since  been  a  resident  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  After  duly  availing,  himself  of 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools,  includ- 
ing the  high  school  at  Ravenna,  Portage  coun- 
ty, in  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892,  Mr. 
Meek  entered  the  Case  School  of  Applied 
sciences,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in  which 
celebrated  technical  institution  he  completed 
the  prescribed  course  in  the  department  of 
civil  engineering,  in  which  he  was  graduated 
as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1896.  with  the  de- 
cree of  civil  engineer.  His  success  in  his 
chosen  profession  offers  the  most  effective 
attest  to  his  ability,  and  he  has  been  connected 
with  work  of  important  character  from  the 
inception  of  his  professional  career.  In  iS<>S 
he  became  a  civil  engineer  for  the  dock  com- 
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pany  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge 
of  the  construction  and  development  work  of 
the  harbor,  which  is  controlled  by  the  Carnegie 
interests.  This  position  he  resigned  to  take 
ur>  his  work  with  the  Pennsylvania  &  Lake 
Erie  Dock  Company,  as  already  noted.  He  is 
an  enthusiast  in  his  profession,  and  is  a  pro- 
gressive and  alert  young  business  man  as  well 
as  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
he  has  passed  all  of  the  official  chairs  of  the 
blue  lodge,  and  he  represented  his  lodge  in 
Conneaut  in  the  Ohio  grand  lodge  in  1906. 

At  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  on  May  21,  1903,  Mr. 
Meek  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  M. 
Fricker.  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  city, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Fricker,  a  representa- 
tive business  man  of  Ashtabula.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meek  have  one  son,  Stafford  Fricker  Meek. 

Hexrv  'Wright  has  spent  a  long  life  of  use- 
fulness, sobriety  and  honor  within  the  limits  of 
Ashtabula  county,  having  added  to  the  pros- 
perity of  Saybrook  township,  both  in  the  helds 
of  agriculture  and  industry.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  operating  the  oldest  and  the  largest 
basket  factory  in  that  section,  his  sales  are 
averaging  $10,000  annually.  The  family  was 
from  Vermont,  the  grandparents,  Jesse  N.  and 
Laura  ( Dunning )  Wright,  migrating,  from 
that  state  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1814.  The 
grandfather  was  born  in  1793  and  died  March 
4,  1879.  while  the  grandmother,  who  was  less 
than  a  year  her  husband*s  senior,  passed  away 
February  7.  1881.  Jesse  X.  Wright,  like  other 
pioneers  of  the  region,  was  engaged  in  a 
variety  of  occupations  in  order  to  "make  both 
ends  meet,"  his  chief  avocations  being  farm- 
ing, the  clearing  of  land  for  others  and  the 
making  of  pot-ash.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  N.  Wright,  as  follows: 
Olive;  Moses  (father  of  Henry),  who  was 
born  in  1816  and  died  in  October,  1902;  Solo- 
mon. Martin,  Marshall.  Elenor,  Angeline  and 
Josephus.  All  those  children  were  born  in  the 
Western  Reserve  except  Olive. 

Moses,  the  father,  was  a  native  of  Saybrook 
township,  as  is  the  son,  and  both  faithful  as- 
sistants in  their  boyhood  and  early  manhood, 
until  family  responsibilities  of  their  own  neces- 
sarily drew  them  away  from  the  old  ties.  The 
father  was  a  house  carpenter  and  built  many  of 
the  early  homes  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
In  a  small  way  he  was  also  a  farmer,  but  later 
became  a  wagon-maker  and  had  a  little  shop 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  home  of 
the  son,  where  he  worked  very  often  at  night. 


He  was  trustee  of  township  one  or  two  terms. 
In  his  latter  year  he  made  farming  his  business 
exclusively.  In  1842  Moses  Wright  married 
Caroline  Sweet,  and  the  children  born  to  them 
are :  Adelaide,  who  was  born  in  1844  and  died 
in  1873;  Henry,  of  whom  a  sketch  follows; 
Marshall,  born  in  1849;  Edward,  born  in  1851  ; 
Ruth,  born  in  1853 ;  Charles,  born  in  1855,  and 
Jesse,  born  in  1863. 

Henry  Wright  is  a  native  of  Saybrook  town- 
ship, born  on  February  27,  1847,  all(i  besides 
working  on  the  home  farm  in  his  earlier  years 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  for  some 
time.  In  1880  he  also  established  a  basket 
factory  which  he  now  operates,  and  is  there- 
fore the  founder  of  one  of  the  most  useful  in- 
dustries of  the  township.  He  has  also  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  township  for  four  years  and 
is  a  Republican  of  activity  and  influential 
standing.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  and  evinces  his  patriotism 
by  his  identification  with  the  Order  of  Home 
Guards,  who  are  bound  to  act  as  state  police 
if  the  necessity  arises. 

On  November  13,  1872.  Mr.  Wright  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  York,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  March  27,  1853.  His  wife's  par- 
ents were  Amos  York,  who  was  born  in  1813 
and  died  in  1893,  and  Martha  (Mathers)  York, 
born  in  1819  and  died  in  1902.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Wright  were  as  fol- 
lows :  Kate,  who  was  born  February  28,  1874, 
and  is  living  at  home ;  Carl,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 2,  1875,  married  Miss  Louisa  Hilkirk. 
and  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father ; 
Ralph,  born  March  17,  1880,  who  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Alcock  and  is  also  with  his 
father;  and  Tracy,  born  March  30,  1889,  who 
resides  at  home. 

Charles  W.  Tattersall  is  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  Tattersall  Dairy  at  Elyria.  He 
was  born  at  Sheffield,  England,  February  22, 
1868,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Bailey) 
Tattersall.  both  of  whom  were  also  born  in  the 
city  of  Sheffield,  the  father  in  November  of 
1844  and  the  mother  in  1846.  In  1870  the 
family  came  to  the  United  States,  and  for  about 
three  years  their  home  was  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  moving  from  there  to  Easton,  Pennsyl- 
vania, thence  to  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  and 
in  1880  they  came  to  Elyria.  William  Tatter- 
sall was  by  trade  a  cutler,  and  he  was  em- 
ployed at  the  shear  works  in  Elyria  for  twenty 
years.  In  1899  he  moved  to  Toledo,  where  he 
and  his  wife  yet  reside. 

Charles    W.    Tattersall    after    a    common 
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school  training  learned  and  followed  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age  the  cutler's  trade,  and 
he  then  turned  his  attention  to  dairying,  work- 
ing first  for  others  for  three  years  and  then 
embarking  in  the  business  independently.  He 
began  for  himself  on  his  farm  in  section  3, 
Carlisle  township,  and  he  yet  owns  that  prop- 
erty, but  in  1904  he  moved  to  Elyria  and  built 
his' home  at  350  Fourth  street.  He  erected  his 
dairy  plant  on  that  property  in  1905.  and  tin- 
manufactory  is  complete  in  every  particular. 
provided  with  machinery  for  carrying  on  the 
business  in  the  most  improved  manner,  and  he 
handles  on  an  average  of  one  hundred  gallons 
of  milk  daily.  In  September  of  1907  Mr. 
Tattersall  also  became  identified  with  the  Park 
Dain  Company  of  Elyria  and  was  its  vice 
president,  but  in  March  of  1909  he  sold  his  in- 
terest in  that  company,  and  has  since  given  his 
entire  attention  to  the  Tattersall  Dairy.  In 
1907  Mr.  Tattersall  opened  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  west  part  of  Elyria.  on  West  River  street, 
within  the  corporation  limits,  known  as  the 
Tattersall  sub-division  Xo.  1.  of  lot  123.  upon 
which  he  erected  ten  houses.  A  few  lots  re- 
main unsold,  upon  which  he  intends  to  build 
in  the  near  future.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternitv  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
is  a  Republican  voter,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  I'.aptist  church. 

Mr.  Tattersall  married  March  22.  1892, 
Nellie  M.  Langhton.  a  daughter  of  John 
Langhton,  the  trustee  of  Elyria  township,  and 
their  children  are  i  ieorge  L.,  Ellen  G.  and 
Marguerite  M.  Tattersall. 

Birney  A.  French.— The  history  of  Ash- 
tabula county  records  the  name  of  Chauncy 
French  among  the  first  of  its  pioneer  residents. 
This  pioneer  wended  his  way  from  Sanders- 
field,  in  Berkshire  county.  Massachusetts,  to 
this  community  overland  with  an  ox  team,  four 
yoke  of  oxen  being  used,  in  1817.  His  brother 
Ira  came  fir-t  and  bought  the  land,  and  brought 
the  irons  with  which  he  constructed  a  saw  mill, 
the  fir-t  in  Lenox  township,  as  well  as  the  first 
in  this  section  of  Ashtabula  county.  Chauncy 
French  cleared  a  farm  here,  cultivated  his 
land  and  became  one  of  the  substantial  and 
well  to  do  citizens  of  hi-  community.  He  mar- 
ried Cynthia  Fowler,  and  he  died  on  the  9th  of 
November.  [868,  a  few  year-  after  passing 
the  Psalmist's  -pan  of  three  -core  year-  and 
ten.  for  Ik-  was  born  on  the  [8th  of  September, 

Nelson  French,  a  -on  of  Chauncy  and  I  yn 

thia   French,  was  horn  January  24.   1824.  and 


he  died  in  Lenox  on  the  21st  of  January,  1S94, 
and  was  buried  on  the  seventieth  anniversary 
of  his  birth.  He  wa>  a  farmer  and  was  promi- 
nent in  township  affairs,  serving  a-  a  trustee. 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  two  term-  as  a>-es-ur. 
Nelson  French  married  fir-t.  Sophia  Royce, 
born  January  2^.  182(1.  and  who  died  May  25. 
1848,  without  issue.  He  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Martha  J.  Bailey,  who  was  born  June 
10.  1825.  and  died  June  8,  1894,  and  she  too 
was  buried  on  her  birthday.  The  three  chil- 
dren of  this  union  are :  Birney  A.,  mentioned 
below  ;  Julia  A.,  who  was  born  March  24,  1857. 
and  died  September  12,  1879;  and  Dwight  B., 
who  was  born  December  2,  1865.  and  died 
November  23,  1879. 

Birney  A.  French,  born  on  the  3d  of  July. 
1855.  attended  the  Grand  River  Institute  in 
Austinburg,  and  taught  school  for  four  years 
during  his  earlier  life.  He  also  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  he  now  operates  a 
farm  of  240  acres.  He  follows  dairy  farming 
extensively,  and  is  a  well  known  breeder  of 
Durham  cattle,  which  he  ships  to  the  Buffalo 
and  Pittsburg  markets.  During  a  period  of 
twenty  years  he  was  interested  in  a  store  at 
Ray's  Corners ;  during  ten  years  was  engaged 
in  lumbering,  is  a  director  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Jefferson,  was  for  three  years 
a  trustee  of  Lenox  township,  for  ten  years  its 
clerk,  and  is  at  the  present  time  the  president 
of  its  school  board.  During  thirty  years  or 
more  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  Ensign  Lodge,  No.  400.  at  Jef- 
ferson. 

Mr.  French  married  Nettie  L.  Watson,  who 
was  born  February  15,  i860,  a  daughter  of 
Harlow  and  Fannie  (Curtis)  Watson,  and  they 
have  two  daughters.  The  elder.  Ethelind.  horn 
June  9,  1882,  is  a  graduate  of  New  Lyme  In- 
stitute. Bernice  A.,  the  second  daughter,  was 
bom  April  1.  1885.  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
same  educational  institution  as  her  sister.  She 
married  Bert  Wolcott,  and  they  live  at  Ash- 
tabula. The  name  borne  by  Mr.  French  is 
prominently  traced  on  the  history  of  Ashta- 
bula county  from  the  days  of  its  earlie-t  settle- 
ment, and"  its  members  have  enjoyed  high 
honor  and  have  proved  themselves  worthy  citi- 
zens. 

Henry  Taft  Culver,  one  of  the  substantial 
and  highly  respected  citizen-  of  Elyria,  i-  a 
member  of  a  family  which  was  established  in 

Lorain  countv  in  1832  by  his  grandfather  and 
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his  father.  Ashbel  Culver,  the  father,  was  born 
at  Westport.  Essex  county,  New  York,  June 
17,  [808,  and  on  October  29,  1829,  he  married 
at  Au  Sable  Forks  in  Essex  county,  De- 
lana  Downey,  who  was  born  at  Pittsford,  Rut- 
land county,  Vermont,  May  20.  1813,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Downey.  The  following  children 
were  born  of  this  union :  Henry  T.,  bom  in 
Crown  Point,  Essex  county.  Xew  York.  Sep- 
tember 20,  183 1  :  Edwin,  born  in  Elyria.  Ohio. 
August  13,  1833,  and  he  died  March  28,  1836; 
Albert,  born  in  Elvria  October  20,  1836.  and 
died  August  13,  1838;  Wilson  S.,  born  in 
Elvria  November  16.  1838,  and  died  March  3, 
1844;  and  Edgar,  born  in  Elvria  October  15, 
1840,  and  died  April  4,  1890,  at  Denver,  Colo- 
rado. He  married  Ella  Elwood,  from  Cleve- 
land. Ashbel  Culver  died  in  Cleveland  Jan- 
uary 3,  1873,  and  his  wife  d'w\  at  Twinsburg, 
Summit  county,  this  state,  January  10.  1898. 

In  1832  Asel  Culver,  grandfather  of 
Henry  T.,  and  his  wife  and  Ashbel  Culver  and 
his  wife  came  to  Ohio  from  New  York  and 
located  in  the  city  of  Elvria.  Lioth  Asel  and 
Ashbel  Culver  were  iron  workers  in  Xew  York 
and  in  Ohio,  and  Ashbel  Culver  built  a  saw 
mill  on  Black  river,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
steel  plant,  for  Heman  Ely.  In  1S55  lie  was 
elected  the  sheriff  of  Lorain  county  and  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  moved 
to  Ridgeville  and  later  to  Cleveland,  where  he 
died.     He  lived  retired  at  the  latter  place. 

Henry  T.  Culver  was  but  one  year  "Id  when 
the  family  came  to  Elvria.  and  he  received  a 
common  school  training  in  the  Elyria  schools. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  work  in  the 
Argus  newspaper  office,  Abraham  Burrell  pub- 
lisher, and  he  learned  the  printer's  trade  there. 
When  the  Wellington  Journal  was  established 
he  engaged  with  that  paper  as  general  fore- 
man, and  continued  in  charge  of  the  paper  until 
failing,  eyesight  caused  his  resignation,  lie 
then  took  up  railroading  on  the  Cleveland, 
Toledo  &  Xorwalk  railroad,  now  the  Lake 
Shore  road,  as  a  passenger  brakeman.  Ik- 
later  assisted  in  the  survey  of  the  "Junction 
Road,"  now  the  northern  division  of  the  Lake 
Shore  railroad  and  afterward  was  deputy 
sheriff  for  his  father  in  1855.  He  was  tor  a 
time  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Carey, 
I  >hio,  and  from  there  moved  to  LaPorte.  In- 
diana, and  was  engaged  in  the  bookstore  busi- 
ness there  for  eight  or  nine  years  or  mini  [872, 
when  he  was  induced  to  go  to  Boston  and 
work  for  the  John  Hancock  Life  Insurance 
Company.  He  was  employed  as  their  Boston 
agent,  and  when  the  company  took  up  the  in- 


dustrial insurance  line  he  was  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia on  August  14,  1870.  to  take  charge  of 
their  interests  there,  and  he  remained  there 
two  years.  At  that  time  the  John  Hancock 
Company  had  two  superintendents  of  agents, 
one  for  each  of  the  ordinary  and  industrial 
departments,  and  the  company  deciding  to 
combine  the  two  under  one  superintendent. 
Mr.  Culver  was  invited  to  accept  the  position 
He  accepted  the  offer,  and  with  headquarters 
at  Boston  he  continued  as  superintendent  of 
agents  for  the  United  States  until  his  resigna- 
tion on  account  of  poor  health,  June  1.  1899. 
At  the  time  Air.  Culver  severed  his  connec- 
tion with  the  John  Hancock  Company  he  was 
presented  with  a  purse  of  $500  and  an  en- 
graved testimonial  of  their  affection  and  es- 
teem by  forty-three  local  agency  superintend- 
ents under  him  in  the  industrial  department 
and  scattered  over  the  United  States.  This 
he  prizes  very  highly,  a  fac-simile  of  which 
hangs  on  the  wall  of  his  home.  Returning 
then  to  North  Ridgeville,  in  Lorain  county, 
he  took  up  his  home  on  the  old  Horatio  Tyr- 
rell farm,  which  he  had  previously  purchased 
from  its  heirs,  but  after  nine  years  he  sold 
the  farm  and  came  to  Elyria,  buying.  a  home 
at  417  Middle  avenue,  where  he  has  since 
lived  a  quiet,  retired  life. 

On  July  8,  1857,  at  North  Ridgeville,  at  the 
home  of  Horatio  and  Eliza  (  Lewis )  Tyrrell. 
he  was  married  to  their  daughter,  Helen  E.. 
born  October  29,  1832.  in  a  log  house  on  her 
father's  farm,  about  one  mile  east  from  the 
center  of  North  Ridgeville.  Horatio  Tyrrell 
was  born  November  14,  1805.  at  Waterbury, 
Connecticut,  a  son  of  Tillotson  and  Electa 
(Wilmotl  Tyrrell,  natives  of  Connecticut.  In 
July  of  1810  Tillotson  Tyrrell  moved  from 
"that  commonwealth  to  Ohio,  and  he  was  the 
first  man  to  settle  in  Ridgeville  township,  and 
Electa  Wilmot  Tyrrell  was  the  first  white 
woman  to  cross  the  Cuyahoga  river  west. 
Both  Tillotson  Tyrrell  and  his  wife  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship and  died  there.  Horatio  Tyrrell  when  a 
boy  went  to  Portage  county.  (  )hio,  where  he 
married,  and  returning  to  Ridgeville  settled 
on  the  farm  where  he  ever  afterward  lived, 
and  where  he  died  on  the  25th  of  April.  1S7S. 
He  married  on  the  13th  of  January,  1827. 
Eliza  Lewis,  born  at  Vernon,  Oneida  county, 
Xew  York.  March  7.  1806,  a  daughter  of 
(  (liver  Lewis,  born  January  25,  1758.  at  Farm- 
ington,  Connecticut,  and  he  died  March  21, 
1830.  at  Ridgeville.  Ohio.  He  married  on 
March  13.  17S3.  Lucinda  North,  born  Fulv  (6. 


954 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1762,  and  she  died  January  13,  1838,  at  Ridge- 
ville.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah 
North,  of  Worthington,  Vermont.  Oliver 
Lewis  was  a  member  of  Lieutenant  Bidwell's 
Company,  which  was  called  out  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  he  having  entered  the  serv- 
ice on  the  19th  of  August,  1776.  He  was  by 
trade  a  miller,  and  he  also  gained  a  reputation 
as  a  bridge  builder.  On  coming  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  he  settled  at  Mantua,  in  Portage 
county,  and  coming  from  there  to  Ridgeville 
he  lived  here  during,  old  age  with  his  second 
son,  Oliver  H.  Lewis.  He  was  buried  at 
North  Ridgeville.  The  children  of  Horatio 
and  Eliza  (Lewis)  Tyrrell  are:  Lucia  A.,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Nelson  Salisbury ;  Edgar  H., 
who  married  Mrs.  Arabelle  (King)  Terrell, 
was  a  resident  of  Ridgeville,  and  he  served  as 
a  Civil  war  soldier;  Sarah  died  before  mar- 
riage ;  Helen  E.,  who  became  Mrs.  Culver ; 
Marion,  born  August  10,  1835,  married  Darius 
Chamberlain  on  December  29,  1870,  and  she 
died  in  Cleveland,  September  6,  1906;  S. 
Esther,  born  May  29,  1837,  died  September  13, 
1850:  Frances  E.,  born  February  28,  1841, 
married  John  M.  Stich,  September  12,  1872, 
and  moving  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  died  there  May 
14,  1905 ;  Bert  L.,  born  March  19,  1843,  mar" 
ried  Lucinda  Tyrrell  on  November  2,  1873, 
and  resides  in  Cleveland ;  and  Chase  W.,  born 
November  25,  1846,  married  Celia  Gill  on 
April  7,  1872,  and  he  died  in  Cleveland,  May 
17,  1908. 

A  daughter,  Frances  Helen,  was  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  on  the  22d  of  April,  1863, 
at  LaPorte,  Indiana.  She  married  W.  H. 
Snow  on  December  17,  1884,  at  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Harold  Culver  Snow  was  born 
to  them  at  Jamaica  Plain,  that  state,  January 
7,  1886.  He  married  Ena  Mae  Butler  on  Oc- 
tober 6,  1909.  She  was  born  at  Ridgeville, 
Ohio,  November  11,  1882,  a  daughter  of  Theo- 
dore and  Sarah  Butler,  of  North  Ridgeville. 
Henry  T.  Culver  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
a  director  in  the  Savings  Deposit  Bank  and 
Trust  Company,  a  former  director  in  one  of 
the  Lorain  banks,  and  he  is  interested  in  two 
Lorain  banks  and  in  all  of  the  banks  of  Elyria 
save  one.  He  is  a  representative  business  man 
and  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

Hi  is.  Isaac  Gillett. — Of  those  rugged  and 
enterprising  pioneers,  men  of  keen  practical 
foresight  and  elevated  sentiments,  who  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the  early  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century  and  commenced  the  de- 
velopment of  its  material  resources  and  its  in- 


tellectual and  moral  wealth,  none  sheds  a 
brighter  luster  on  its  historic  annals  or  stands 
forth  as  a  more  substantial  figure  than  Hon. 
Isaac  Gillett,  one  of  the  founders  of  Paines- 
ville,  a  merchant,  an  agriculturist,  a  state  leg- 
islator and  altogether  a  man  of  fine  resources 
and  noteworthy  performances.  He  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1789, 
his  family  being  of  Huguenot  descent  and 
among  the  first  to  settle  in  Boston.  In  1822 
Mr.  Gillett  married  Miss  Julia  Morley  and 
in  the  same  year  located  at  Painesville. 

One  of  the  first  wise  acts  of  the  new  settler 
was  to  prove  his  confidence  in  the  progress  of 
the  community  which  had  become  his  home, 
and  in  1825  he  purchased  ninety  rods  •  of 
ground,  at  the  astounding  rate  of  $350  an  acre, 
along  what  is  now  Washington  street,  Paines- 
ville. The  following  year  he  erected  a  sub- 
stantial brick  house,  being  obliged  to  bring 
workmen  from  Columbus  to  finish  the  interior, 
and  paying  them  the  almost  unheard-of  price 
of  one  dollar  per  day.  But  the  residence 
proved  a  piece  of  good  honest  work  and  its 
owner  lived  in  it  the  remainder  of  his  twenty- 
four  years.  In  partnership  with  Simon  Healy 
and  later  with  his  brother-in-law,  Lewis  Mor- 
ley, he  conducted  a  general  exchange  and  mer- 
cantile business  which  proved  profitable  to  its 
conductors  and  most  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity for  miles  around.  His  operations  em- 
braced the  purchase  of  farm,  live  stock,  dairy 
and  horticultural  products  of  the  rapidly  de- 
veloping country,  disposing  of  them  in  eastern 
markets  and  making  available  to  the  producers 
the  manufactures,  household  goods  and  arti- 
cles of  food  with  which  they  could  not  eco- 
nomically provide  themselves.  The  enterprise 
seemed  to  foreshadow  the  modern  general 
merchant,  produce  dealer  and  commission  mer- 
chant. In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  one  of  Mr.  Gillett's  favorite  articles 
of  export  was  peppermint  oil,  for  which  there 
was  a  large  and  steady  demand  in  the  east. 
He  was  also  prominent  in  the  early  attempts 
to  develop  the  iron  industry  by  the  use  of 
native  bog  ores,  established  one  of  the  first 
brass  foundries  of  Painesville,  and  strove  in 
all  ways  to  open  new  avenues  of  industry  and 
prosperity.  Mr.  Gillett  became  the  owner  of 
a  number  of  farms  near  the  city,  one  of  which 
remains  in  possession  of  his  grandchildren. 

As  the  years  went  by  the  influence  of  this 
industrious,  versatile  and  able  New  Englander 
became  so  strong  and  widespread  that  his 
friends  insisted  upon  sending,  him  to  the  legis- 
lature.    At  that  time,  the  anti-Masonic  senti- 
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ment  was  very  bitter  in  his  section,  and  it  was 
on  that  platform  that  he  was  elected.  He  was 
also  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Universal  Peace 
Congress  to  be  held  in  Paris,  France,  but  the 
movement  then  was  further  in  advance  of  the 
times  than  it  is  now,  the  proposed  congress 
never  convened  and  Mr.  Gillett  failed  to  visit 
the  French  capital.  It  is  well  illustrative,  how- 
ever, of  his  standing  and  advanced  thought. 

Mr.  Gillett  was  the  father  of  six  children. 
One  of  his  sons  died  in  infancy;  the  other, 
Albert,  was  appointed  paymaster  of  Admiral 
Foote's  flagship,  the  "Benton,"  but  died  in 
1862,  on  the  hospital  ship,  before  reaching  his 
post.  His  eldest  daughter,  Juliet,  died  in  1842, 
after  a  brief  illness,  and  the  father  never  re- 
covered from  the  shock  and  grief  caused  by 
her  decease.  Shortly  afterward  he  himself 
suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  and,  although 
he  lived  until  1850,  he  was  never  strong  there- 
after, and  his  end  came  as  the  result  of  a  sec- 
ond stroke.  The  three  daughters  who  sur- 
vived him  were  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Mrs.  Child  and 
Mrs.  Boalt.  His  granddaughter,  Agnes  Child, 
married  Wilm  Knox,  a  well  known  architect 
of  Cleveland. 

Hugh  Comstock  Harris. — One  of  the  well 
known  business  men  of  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  ex-treasurer  of  Lorain 
county  and  one  of  the  honored  and  substantial 
citizens  of  Elyria,  Hugh  Comstock  Harris  is 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Great  Bar- 
rington,  Berkshire  county,  December  18,  1857. 
His  parents,  Avery  E.  and  Marilla  (Corn- 
stock)  Harris,  were  also  born  in  the  Old  Bay 
state,  and  neither  they  nor  the  grandfathers 
(George  Harris  and  Hugh  Comstock)  ever 
resided  in  Ohio. 

In  April,  1879,  after  graduating  from  the 
high  school  of  his  native  town,  Hugh  C.  Har- 
ris moved  to  the  Buckeye  state,  locating  first 
at  LaGrange,  Lorain  county,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Crosier  &  Shelden,  cheese  manu- 
facturers at  that  place.  Six  months  with  them 
gave  him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  indus- 
try and,  after  spending  the  following  winter 
in  his  Massachusetts  home,  he  returned  to  that 
firm  as  an  employe  in  their  Wellington  factory. 
Ten  of  the  eleven  years  which  he  thus  spent 
were  passed  as  superintendent  of  the  plant,  but 
in  iSmi)  lie  left  that  field  of  industry  and  en- 
gaged in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  at  Wel- 
lington. Mr.  Harris  continued  in  that  line 
successfully,  conducting  the  leading  establish- 
ment of  the  place,  until  his  first  election  as 
treasurer  of  Lorain  county,  in   1900;  was  re- 


elected in  1902  and  served  for  two  terms  with 
signal  credit  to  himself  and  decided  advantage 
to  the  county.  He  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  for  years  prominent  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  party.  He  was  also  prominent  in 
educational  affairs,  being  both  director  of  the 
Elyria  schools  and  clerk  of  the  school  board, 
resigning  both  offices  after  two  years  and  a 
half.  He  is  a  member  of  Wellington  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  a  Knight  Templar  in  Masonry, 
belonging  to  Elyria  chapter  and  commandery. 
and  a  Congregationalist  in  religion.  He  is  a 
citizen  of  social,  fraternal  and  high  moral 
character.  He  is  a  director  and  on  the  finance 
committee  of  the  Elyria  Savings  &  Banking 
Company,  and  director  of  the  Home  Savings 
Bank,  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  and  also  a  director 
in  Lorain  County  Savings  &  Loan  Company, 
and  director  in  the  Wellington  Telephone 
Company. 

In  1883  Mr.  Harris  married  Miss  Ada  B. 
Bacon,  who  was  born  in  Wellington,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1863,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Serano  D.  and  Mary  (Bailey)  Bacon.  The 
father  was  born  in  Grafton,  Windham  county, 
Vermont,  on  the  23d  of  January,  1825,  a  son 
of  Joseph  Bacon,  who  settled  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship in  1840.  Serano  D.  Bacon  was  long  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Wellington  town- 
ship. The  mother  of  Mrs.  Harris  was  born 
at  Lodi,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  on 
the  19th  of  April,  1827,  and  died  January  n, 
1909;  the  father  dying  September  24,  1901, 
aged  seventy-six.  Both  of  Mr.  Harris'  par- 
ents are  also  deceased.  The  father,  born  May 
iq,  1825,  died  on  the  29th  of  April,  1907,  and 
the  mother  was  born  June  28.  1826.  and  passed 
away  July  28,  1895. 

Joseph  Henry  Paddack  was  during,  many 
years  a  well  known  and  influential  citizen  of 
Ridgeville  township.  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 
where  he  was  born  and  where  he  spent  the 
most  of  his  life  and  died.  He  was  a  grand- 
son of  Joseph  Henry  Paddack,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Ridgeville.  but  a  native  son  of  New 
England  and  a  descendant  of  Revolutionary 
heroes.  Joseph  Henry  Paddack  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  and  settled  at  Cleveland  dur- 
ing the  commonwealth's  early  history,  com- 
ing from  there  to  Ridgeville  township,  in  Lo- 
rain county,  and  after  a  number  of  years  there 
moved  to  the  city  of  Elyria.  He  was  during 
many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace  there,  and 
he  was  a  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of 
Masons.  He  had  two  sons.  Sheldon  and 
Henry,  and  three  daughters. 
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Sheldon  Paddack,  the  elder  of  the  two  sons, 
was  born  on  the  29th  of  February.  1824.  in 
Essex  county.  New  York,  and  he  died  on  the 
8th  of  March.  1906.  lie  was  twice  married. 
wedding  hr^t  Jane  Robinson,  from  kidgeville, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  them.  Jane,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  He  married  for 
his  second  wife.  Marietta  Boon,  who  was  born 
in  W'atertown.  Xew  York.  July  16,  1S26.  a 
daughter  of  William  Boon,  and  their  three 
children  were:  Mary  1'..  who  married  Chas.  1). 
Paddack.  Joseph  H.  and  George  A.  Both  of 
the  sons  are  deceased,  but  the  wife  and  mother 
is  yet  living  in  Kidgeville.  having  attained  her 
eighty-fourth  year. 

Joseph  H.  Paddack  was  born  in  Ridgeville 
township  on  the  3d  of  May,  1858.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  and  the  Elyria  high  school, 
and  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage.  He  then  purchased  his  late  farm, 
which  is  now  the  home  of  his  family,  formerly 
known  as  the  Sheldon  place,  on  the  old  stage 
road,  and  here  he  was  successfully  engaged  at 
farming  and  dairying.  This  estate  contains 
over  ninety-seven  acres,  ami  in  addition  to  this 
Mr.  Paddack  also  owned  the  100  acres  formerly 
kn<  iwn  as  the  Yeits  farm,  which  lie  rented  as 
a  tenant  farmer.  In  189 1  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  the  state  of  Idaho,  but  he  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  1894.  and  he  died  at  Ridge- 
ville on  the  nth  of  Mav.  1908.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  of  the 
Grange,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  latter 
order.  In  politics  a  Republican,  he  never  de- 
sired or  would  accept  public  office. 

I  to  the  3d  of  May.  1884,  Mr.  Paddack  mar- 
ried Abbie  H.,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Hugh 
Mills,  of  Ridgeville  township.  He  was  born 
January  5,  [826,  and  died  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber, [898,  a  son  of  Samuel  Mills,  born  on  the 
5th  of  May.  1704.  and  died  mi  the  24th  of 
June.  1831).  He  married  Sallie  VanAtten,  born 
July  15,  1802.  Hugh  Mills  married  on  De- 
cember 30.  1858,  Charlotte  Merrill  Johnson, 
who  was  born  May  8,  1834.  and  died  on  the 
15th  of  October,  18.17.  Their  children  are: 
Alfred  Lathrop,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work;  Abbie  Huntington,  who  was 
born  January  4,  [861,  and  she  is  now  Mrs. 
Paddack:  Clara  Merrill,  born  Mav  S.  [864, 
married  M.  G.  Harwedel ;  Millie  Harvey,  born 

,   (866,  married  William  Don 
and  Walter  Hugh,  born  March  j:,.   [868,  and 
he    died    mi    the   6th    of     August,    1870.      Four 
children  blessed  the  marriage  union  of  Joseph 
II.   and   Abbie   11.    (Mills)    Paddack.     I 
Alfred  Paddack,  the  eldest,  was  born  July  31, 


[885,  and  he  is  associated  with  the  M<  rgan 
Engineering  Works  at  Alliance.  Ohio,  lie 
married  Mabel  Ensign,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Charles  Ensign,  a  former  sheriff  of  Lorain 
county.  They  have  two  children.  Gladys  M. 
and  Donald  G.  Harvey  Mills  Paddack.  the 
second  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Abbie  Paddack. 
was  born  on  the  nth  of  September.  [886,  and 
died  on  the  10th  of  May.  1001.  Hugh  Shel- 
don Paddack,  born  October  18,  1888.  G  with 
his  mother  on  the  farm.  Charlotte  M..  the 
only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paddack.  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  July,  1893.  during  their 
residence  in  Payette,  Idaho.  Mr.  Paddack  was 
one  of  the  representative  and  honored  residents 
of  Ridgeville  township. 

Elbert  J.  Bell. — A  representative  of  one 
of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  recognized  as  a  citizen  of  ability 
and  enterprise.  Elbert  J.  Bell  is  numbered 
among  the  successful  farmers  and  stock-grow- 
ers of  Medina  county,  where  he  is  the  owner 
of  a  fine  landed  estate  of  2j^  acres,  eligibly 
located  in  Guilford  township  and  near  the 
thriving  town  of  Seville.  He  is  giving  his  at- 
tention to  the  great  basic  lines  of  industry  upon 
which  the  stable  prosperity  of  our  nation  rests, 
and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  best  improved  and 
ably  managed  in  this  section  of  Medina  county, 
being  equipped  with  substantial  buildings  and 
all  the  machinery  and  accessories  required  by 
a  progressive  agriculturist  of  the  best  class. 

Mr.  Pell  is  a  native  son  of  the  township  in 
which  he  still  maintains  his  home  and  his  entire 
active  career  has  here  been  one  of  consecutive 
and  fruitful  identification  with  agricultural 
pursuits  and  stock-growing.  He  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  Guilford 
township,  Medina  county,  on  the  9th  of  Janu- 
ar\  .  [856,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret 
( Gray  1  Bell. 

So  far  as  authentic  data  indicate,  the  orig- 
inal progenitor  of  the  Bell  family  in  America 
was  Deacon  James  Bell,  who  was  a  native  of 
England.  He  came  to  America  when  about 
ten  years  old  and  remained  at  the  Home  for 
<  irpiians  until  a  home  was  found  for  him.  He 
established  his  home  in  Vermont,  from  whence 
he  later  removed  to  Cortland  count).  New 
York,  where  he  remained  until  1818  or  1819, 
when  he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  where 
he  passed  the  residue  of  his  long  and  useful 
life,  having  been  a  man  of  great  piety  and  of 
noble  attributes  of  character.  He  died  on  the 
8th  of  February,  t86<5,  in  Medina  county,  <  >hio, 
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at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-six  years,  one 
of  the  most  venerable  of  the  pioneer  citizens 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  [sabel  Ilarkness,  was  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  on  the  ioth  of  March, 
1849.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  -mis 
and  three  daughters,  namely:  William,  Na- 
thaniel, John.  James  A..  Jacob,  Margaret, 
Mary  Ann  and  Martha.  Concerning  William, 
the  grandfather  of  him  whose  name  initiates 
this  review,  further  mention  will  be  made  in 
another  paragraph.  All  of  the  family  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  and  settled  in  Medina 
county  in  the  second  decade  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  all  of  the  children  except  Will- 
iam, James  and  Jacob  later  removed  to  Wis- 
consin.  James  was  born  at  Rupert,  Vermont, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1809,  and  he  passed  the 
closing  days  of  his  life  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
where  he  died  on  the  30th  of  March,  1900, 
when  nearly  ninety-one  years  of  age.  Jacob 
A.  was  born  in  Vermont,  on  the  nth  of  Octo- 
ber, 181 1,  and  died  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  both 
he  and  his  brother  James  having  been  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Seville,  Medina  county, 
this  -late.  Nathaniel  and  John,  as  well  as  the 
three  daughter-,  died  in  Wisconsin. 

William  Bell,  grandfather  of  Elbert  J.  Bell, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Vermont  and  as  a 
young  man  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Cortland  county.  New  York,  where 
he  remained  until  1817.  when  he  joined  the 
tide  of  immigration  to  the  west  and  became  the 
first  representative  of  the  family  in  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  In  company  with  his  young  wife 
he  came  to  Medina  county,  where  he  secured 
a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  and  set  to 
himself  the  herculean  task  of  reclaiming  the 
same  t<i  cultivation.  In  course  of  time  he  de- 
veloped a  comfortable  pioneer  farm,  but  he 
lived  little  more  than  a  decade  after  coming 
to  <  'liu.,  hi-  death  having  occurred  on  the  13th 
of  July,  [829.  Ik-  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  Guilford  township  and  his  name  merits  an 
enduring  place  on  the  roll  of  the  honored  pio- 
neer- of  Medina  county  and  the  fine  old  West- 
ern Reserve.  In  the  state  of  New  York  was 
solemnized  hi-  marriage  to  Mi--  Harriet  <  >wcii, 
who  wa-  bom  in  Massachusetts,  and  they  be- 
came tlie  parent-  of  five  children,  of  whom 
four  survived  the  father,  all  being  now  de- 
ceased. A  number  of  years  after  the  death  of 
William  I '.ell  his  widow  married  his  brother 
John,  and  in  1844  they  removed  to  Walworth 
count).  Wisconsin,  where  they  passed  the  resi- 
due of  their  lives. 


Robert  Bell,  father  of  him  to  whom  this  re- 
view is  dedicated,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  Cuilford  township,  Medina 
county,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1827.  Rob- 
ert Bell  gained  his  early  education  in  the  pio- 
neer schools  of  his  native  township  and  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  accom- 
panied his  mother  and  step-father  on  their  re- 
moval to  Wal worth  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
which  state  he  remained  until  he  had  attained 
to  his  legal  majority,  when  he  returned  to  Me- 
dina county.  In  the  winter  following,  his 
arrival  in  his  native  county  he  found  employ- 
ment as  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Medina, 
and  later  he  was  similarly  engaged  at  Seville 
for  twelve  or  more  years.  In  1863  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Guilford  township,  where  he 
eventually  developed  one  of  the  valuable  farms 
of  the  county.  He  was  a  citizen  of  sterling- 
character  and  ever  commanded  the  unqualified 
esteem  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived  and 
labored  for  so  many  years.  He  was  influential 
in  local  affairs,  though  never  a  seeker  of  pub- 
lic office,  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics 
after  the  organization  of  that  party,  prior  to 
which  time  he  had  supported  the  cause  of  the 
Whig  party,  having  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Honorable  John  P.  Hale,  of  Maine. 
He  became  one  of  the  leading  sheep-growers 
and  wool  producers  of  Medina  county,  and 
was  also  a  pioneer  in  the  raising  of  tobacco  in 
this  section,  having  shipped  his  products  of 
this  order  to  the  city  of  Cincinnati.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  his  homestead  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  April  30,  1903.  and 
he  left  the  priceless  heritage  of  a  good  name. 
He  was  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but  his 
wife  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  (In  April  17,  1854.  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Robert  Bell  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Gray,  who  was  born  at  Salem.  New 
York,  on  March  20,  1828,  being  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  L.  (Russell)  Gray,  who  came 
to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  when  she  was  a  child, 
here  passing  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Gray)  Bell  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  Elbert  J.  of 
this  -ketch  is  the  elder;  Helen  M.,  the  younger, 
died  on  August  21,  1870.  at  the  aye  of  eighteen 
years,  being  in  the  very  (lower  of  gracious 
young  womanhood  when  she  was  tint-  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal.  Mr-.  Bell  now  re- 
sides in  Seville,  being  eighty-two  years  of  aye 
at  the  time  of  this  writing, 

Elbert  J.  Bell  was  reared  to  the  sturd)  and 
beneficent  discipline  of  the  home   farm  and  he 
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has  had  the  good  judgment  never  to  sever  his 
allegiance  to  the  great  basic  art  of  agriculture, 
through  association  with  which  he  holds  pre- 
cedence as  one  of  the  essentially  representative 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  his  native  county, 
where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  capable 
business  man  and  as  a  loyal,  progressive  and 
upright  citizen.  His  educational  advantages 
included  a  course  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
village  of  Seville  and  he  continued  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  work  and  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm  until  1895,  when  he 
purchased  108  acres  of  land  in  Cuilford  town- 
ship. <.ne  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Seville, 
where  he  soon  gained  recognition  as  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of 
this  section,  devoting  his  farms  to  diversified 
agriculture  and  to  the  raising  of  high-grade 
cattle,  horses  and  sheep.  With  these  effective 
lines  of  enterprise  he  has  since  continued  to  be 
actively  and  successfully  identified.  After  the 
death  of  his  honored  father  he  purchased  also 
the  old  homestead  farm,  so  that  he  now  owns 
275  acres  of  most  productive  and  finely  im- 
proved land,  a  portion  of  which  he  rents.  On 
his  home  farm  he  has  a  commodious  and  at- 
tractive residence,  a  large  and  well  equipped 
barn,  a  large  tobacco  house  and  other  sub- 
stantial buildings  required  in  connection  with 
the  various  departments  of  farm  work.  Though 
not  imoued  with  office-seeking  proclivities  Mr. 
Bell  gives  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  his  wife  holds 
membership  in  the  Baptist  church. 

On  February  q.  18S4.  Mr.  Bell  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Alta  Foster,  who  was  born 
in  Milton  township.  Wayne  county,  this  state, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Buell  G.  Foster,  now 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Guilford  township. 
Medina  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  five 
children. — Helen,  TTallie.  Margaret.  Luella  and 
Cora  Evangeline.  Miss  Helen  is  now  a  suc- 
cessful and  popular  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  her  native  state  and  the  other  chil- 
dren remain  at  the  parental  home. 

Albert  H.  Johnson. — The  late  Albert  H. 
Johnson,  so  long  identified  with  the  develop- 
ment of  banking  at  Oberlin  and  for  a  time  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  administration  of  rail- 
road property  in  Arkansas,  was  an  active  and 
honored  citizen  of  Lorain  county  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.     He  was  born  in 


Elyria,  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  August,  1S3S, 
and  was  a  son  of  Isaac  M.  and  Cornelia  (Mus- 
sey)  Johnson,  both  of  whom  are  also  deceased. 
The  father  was  well  known  for  many  years 
as  a  dry  goods  merchant  of  Oberlin. 

From  private  schools  the  son,  Albert  H., 
passed  to  Oberlin  College,  but  before  the  con- 
clusion of  his  junior  year  in  the  latter  the 
First  National  Bank  of  that  city  was  organ- 
ized and  the  youth  left  his  studies  to  enter  a 
long  financial  training  as  cashier  of  the  insti- 
tution named.  While  a  student  he  had  been 
associated  with  the  private  bank  of  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Plum,  organizer  and  first  president  of  the 
First  National,  so  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  al- 
ready enjoyed  considerable  practical  experi- 
ence in  his  chosen  field.  His  faithful  and 
able  work  for  the  First  National  was  so  fullv 
appreciated  that  he  finally  advanced  to  the 
presidency  and  to  a  place  of  pronounced  lead- 
ership in  local  finances. 

In  December,  1872.  Mr.  Johnson  went  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  and  some  time  afterward 
became  interested  in  the  Arkansas  Central 
Railroad,  which  became  the  Arkansas  Midland 
Railroad  and  went  into  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver. At  this  crisis  Mr.  Johnson  and  his 
interested  friends  bought  the  property  at  pub- 
lic sale,  and  the  former  was  placed  in  his 
charge  as  president  of  the  corporation.  In 
that  capacity  he  evinced  his  skill  as  a  financier 
and  executive  by  establishing:  the  railroad  on 
such  a  paying  basis  that  it  was  sold  at  a  de- 
cided advantage.  In  1891  Mr.  Johnson  again 
became  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Oberlin.  and  continued  in  that  position  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  It  should  also  be 
added  that  he  served  as  president  of  the  Ober- 
lin Gas  and  Electric  Company,  was  a  trustee 
of  Oberlin  College,  and  a  deacon  in  the  Sec- 
ond Congregational  church.  It  was  the  un- 
timely and  widely-mourned  end  of  a  useful  and 
honorable  life  when  Mr.  Johnson  met  his  death 
in  an  accident  on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
Railroad.  December  4.  1809. 

Early  in  life  Albert  H.  Johnson  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Jenkins,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Jef- 
ferson county.  Ohio,  a  member  of  a  Pennsyl- 
vania Quaker  family  of  long  establishment  in 
Jefferson  county.  Ohio.  Her  maternal  great- 
grandfather (Updegrafn  was  one  of  the 
framers  of  the  Ohio  Constitution,  and  there- 
fore an  acknowledged  founder  of  the  com- 
monwealth. The  offspring  of  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  H.  Johnson  are  as  fol- 
lows: Cliffe  Updegraff.  M.  D..  who  i-;  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Cleveland   Homeopathic   Medical 
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College,  and  of  the  medical  department  of 
Wooster  University,  and  in  1909  married  Dr. 
Walter  H.  Merriam,  of  Cleveland ;  and  Albert 
Mussey  Johnson,  a  graduate  from  the  civil 
engineering  department  of  Cornell  University, 
who  is  now  president  of  the  National  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  of  Chicago. 

Decatur  Hoeg. — The  substantial  and  pros- 
perous citizens  of  Ashtabula  county  have  no 
more  worthy  representative  than  Decatur 
Hoeg,  who,  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Madison  Hoeg,  is  successfully  employed  in 
farming  on  the  homestead  which  his  father, 
Madison  Hoeg  Sr.,  settled  upon  in  pioneer 
days.  He  was  born  on  the  old  home  farm, 
August  22,  1847,  and  nas  here  spent  his  life. 

Madison  Hoeg  Sr.  came  to  Ohio  when 
young  and  lived  for  a  few  years  in  Warren, 
Trumbull  county.  There  he  married  Louisa 
Lovell,  they  being  twenty-five  and  twenty- 
seven  years  old  respectively,  at  the  time  of 
wedding,  and  immediately  settled  in  Ashta- 
bula county.  Buying  a  tract  of  land  from 
which  never  a  tree  had  been  felled,  he  and  his 
bride  here  began  housekeeping  in  a  rude  log 
cabin.  He  cleared  a  large  part  of  his  forty 
acres  of  timber,  and  in  1833  built  the  main 
part  of  the  present  dwelling  house.  Here  he 
carried  on  farming,  at  the  same  time  work- 
ing, as  a  mason  by  trade,  keeping  busily  em- 
ployed until  his  death  in  1855,  aged  forty-four 
years,  ere  reaching  manhood's  prime.  His 
widow  was  a  woman  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter and  of  superior  business  ability,  fully 
equal  to  cope  with  the  responsibilities  thrust 
upon  her,  and  in  addition  to  continuing  the 
improvements  already  begun  on  the  estate,  she 
brought  up  her  children  to  habits  of  industry 
and  thrift,  and  gave  them  good  common  school 
educations.  She  subsequently  married  for  her 
second  husband,  Henian  Hickok,  and  con- 
tinued her  residence  on  the  home  farm  until 
her  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Mr. 
Hickok  died  before  she  did.  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  four-score  years.  She  was  strong 
and  robust,  and  cared  not  only  for  her  hus- 
band in  his  years  of  sickness,  but  kindly  and 
cheerfully  looked  after  his  mother  and  sister, 
both  of  whom  died  of  consumption.  Madison 
and  Louisa  (Lovell)  Hoeg  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely  :  Emily,  wife  of  George 
Atkin,  of  Harpersfield :  William  R. ;  Decatur 
Whittlesey,  engaged  in  farming,  in  Trumbull 
township ;  and  Madison. 

William   R.   Hoeg.   the  oldest   son.   born    in 


June,  1844,  attended  Jericho  Seminary  when 
young,  and  under  the  instruction  of  Piatt  R. 
Spencer  became  an  expert  penman,  receiving 
in  1863  a  diploma  for  his  proficiency  in  pen- 
manship, the  diploma  now  ornamenting  the 
Hoeg  home.  He  subsequently  taught  writing 
school  winters,  first  in  Ashtabula  county,  then 
in  Erie,  finally  in  Cincinnati.  Serving  in  the 
Civil  war,  he  was  wounded  in  battle,  and  sub- 
sequently, through  his  good  penmanship,  se- 
cured a  clerkship  in  Washington,  D.  C.  For 
a  number  of  years  thereafter  he  conducted 
William  R.  Hoeg's  Business  College,  which  he 
established  in  January,  186=5,  managing,  it  until 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire  from 
active  work.  Returning  then  to  Geneva  town- 
ship, he  died  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
three  years  later,  May  19,  1904.  He  married 
Adelaide  M.  King,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  who 
survived  him  but  three  years.  Both  are  buried 
in   Lake  View   cemetery,   Cleveland. 

Decatur  Hoeg  and  his  brother,  Madison 
Hoeg,  as  above  stated,  have  always  resided  on 
the  parental  homestead,  and  are  carrying  on 
mixed  husbandry  with  satisfactory  results, 
reaping  a  reasonable  harvest  each  season. 
Madison  Hoeg  has  never  married.  Decatur 
Hoeg  married  November  12,  1868,  Susan 
Atkin,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Nancy  (Davis) 
Atkin.  natives  of  Harpersfield  township. 

Auga  Letta  Daggett  Coe  is  a  member  of 
the  tenth  generation  in  lineal  descent  from 
John  Dagsett,  who  came  from  Boxford,  Suf- 
folk, England,  in  the  good  ship  "Primrose." 
Captain  Mayhew,  in  the  vear  of  1620.  She 
was  born  at  Stonington,  Connecticut,  August 
14.  1868.  Her  mother,  Frances  Breed,  of 
Titusville.  Pennsylvania,  was  a  daughter  of 
Franklin  and  Augaletta  (  Daggett)  Breed,  for- 
merly of  that  place.  Mrs.  Coe  was  educated 
at  the  public  schools  of  Painesville  and  at 
Mrs.  Matthews'  school  for  girls  (now  discon- 
tinued), also  of  that  city.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Paines- 
ville and  also  of  the  hospital  hoard  of  that 
city,  of  which  she  was  at  one  time  secretary. 
and  is  an  active  worker  along  charitable  lines, 
as  well  as  in  whatsoever  cause  she  may  enlist. 
On  February  7.  1888.  she  married  Harry  Proc- 
tor Coe,  son  of  the  late  veteran  of  tlie  Civil 
war.  musician  and  successful  inventor,  Henry 
Haves  Coe,  and  his  wife.  Lucy  Proctor  Coe. 
At  the  present  they  reside  on  Bank  street. 
Painesville.     They  have  no  children. 

Tame-  Lyman'  Tabor.  Mrs.  II.  P.  Coe's 
father,   was   born    in    Herkimer   county,    New 
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York,  and  served  as  private  in  the  (  »ne  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-sixth  Volunteer  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania  throughout  the  entire  four  years 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  I  le  was  an  active 
citizen  of  Painesville  from  1876  to  the  date 
of  his  death,  January  26,  1891,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years,  lie  was  the  senior  member 
of  the  Tabor  &  [ngrim  Liver)  and  Transfer 
Company  of  that  city;  was  the  first  agent  of 
ity  Humane  Society,  and  for  a  num- 
ber nf  years  was  connected  with  the  local  mail 
department.  Ili-  parent-  were  Methodists,  Inn 
he  never  joined  any  church.  In  politics  lie 
was  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Coe's  sister,  Millicent 
Tabor  Sawyer,  also  of  Painesville,  and  their 
brother,  Franklin  Breed  Tabor,  of  Cleveland. 
are  the  only  representatives  of  the  family  in 
this  locality,  I-'.  I'..  Tabor  being  secretary  and 
auditor  of  the  Telling  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Cleveland. 

Harry  P.  Coe  i-  president  and  active  man- 
ager of  the  extensive  works  nf  the  Cue  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  Painesville.  The  out- 
put of  this  great  factory  may  be  found  in  al- 
nosl  ever)  timber  region  in  the  United  States 
and   in   many   foreign   countries. 

Joseph   C.   Rodgers,  county    commissioner 

and  stave  manufacturer  at  Colebrook.  Ohio, 
was  born  at  Bradys  Bend,  Armstrong  county, 
Pennsylvania.  February  23,  1850.  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  L.  (Petit)  Rodgers.  William 
Rodgers  was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, three  -on.  and  -i\  daughters.  His  par- 
ents, Andrew  and  .Martha  1  Rodgers)  Rodgers. 
1 1- Irish  descent,  came  from  Ireland 
aboul  [827,  when  he  was  five  years  old.  The 
father  died  not  many  years  after  coming  to 
the  United  States,  leaving  the  mother  with 
-mall  children,  in  Armstrong  county, 
Pennsylvania.  The  brothers  of  William 
were:  Samuel  and  Captain  Joseph, 
the  latter  late  of  Armstrong  county.  Captain 
Rodgers  raised  a  company  in  a  Pennsylvania 
it,  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age,  William  Rodgers  served 
an  apprenticeship  a-  blacksmith  at  Butler,  But- 
ler county.  Pennsylvania,  and  later  went  to 
work  at  the  Great  Western  Iron  Work-,  at 
Bradys  Bend,  a-  puddler.  Soon  after  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Crow,  who  died,  leaving  two 
children,  one  having  previously  died.  The  two 
surviving  were  .Martha  and  \udrew.  the  for- 
mer now  Mrs.  Humphrey,  of  McKee's  Rock, 
Pennsylvania.  Andrew  lived  in  Co 
<  Ihio,  and  died  ai  the  age  if  fifty-eight  year-. 
About    [850  William   Rodgers  man  ii 


ond)  Mary  P.  Petit,  of  Noblestown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  -he  was  born  March  20.  [830, 
and  -he  now  re-ides  with  her  -on.  Joseph  C. 
After  -pending  twenty-four  years  in  front  of 
a  puddling  furnace,  Mr.  Rodgers  resumed  his 
trade  at  llradys  Rend,  and  in  1855  he  and  his 
broth  r  Joseph  went  to  the  gold  fields  of  Cali- 
fornia, where  for  three  years  they  prospected 
and  carried  on  placer  mining.  He  returned 
with  sufficient  money  to  purchase  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Pairview.  Butler  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, running,  a  shop  in  the  village  near 
die  farm.  In  1872  he  sold  this  farm  to  the 
Reno  I  Ml  Company,  reserving  the  coal  rights, 
and  operated  a  coal  mine  em  the  farm  two 
years.  In  1872  Mr.  Rodgers  purchased  land 
in  Colebrook.  Ashtabula  county,  (  Ihio,  and  in 
1874  removed  thereto.  The  farm  consisted  of 
428  acres,  about  half  of  it  cleared.  He  died 
on  this  farm,  September  20.  18115.  He  had 
twelve  children  by  his  second  wife,  eight  of 
whom  survived  him.  They  are:  William  11.. 
of  Cambridge.  Pennsylvania;  foseph  C. ;  Sam- 
uel P..  of  Middlefield,  Ohio:  David  P..  of 
Plaine,  Washington;  Daniel  C.  of  Colebrook, 
Ohio;  Mollie  Allen,  of  Blaine,  Washington; 
Maud  Allen,  of  Deerlodge.  Montana  :  and  ( iay- 
land  P.,  of  Colebroorc. 

Joseph1  C.  Rodgers  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  in  December,  1885, 
started  a  stave  and  saw  mill  on  his  farm  one 
mite  east  of  Colebrook  Center.  His  first  year's 
output  was  one  and  one-third  millions  of  staves 
for  nail  keg-,  and  it  reached  a  magnitude  of 
three  and  one-half  and  even  four  millions  an- 
nually. He  employed  at  first  fourteen  to 
twenty,  and  later  forty  to  100  men,  directly 
and  indirectly  in  the  mill  alone,  and  his  ex- 
penses  averaged  about  forty  dollars  a  day  for 
the  year;  he  also  spent  twelve  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollar-  for  timber  and  outside  expenses. 
lie  continued  this  business  until  t8<)8.  and  in 
\pril.  [899,  engaged  in  general  merchandise 
at  Colebrook  Center.  In  181)7  ne  had  erected  a 
limestone  building  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  and 
upon  selling  his  mill  he  decided  to  occup)  same 
instead  of  renting.  Pie  has  successfully  car- 
ried on  hi-  business  since,  and  since  [906  the 
firm  name  has  been  Rodgers  &  Andrews,  his 
partner  being  rhis  stepson,  W.  P.  Andrews. 
They  have  an  annual  trade  of  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  This  is  the  only  -tore 
in  I  olebrook  township.  Besides  hi-  mercan- 
tile interests,  Mr.  Rodger-  -till  retains  TOO 
acres  of  hi-  farm,  part  of  his  father'-  original 
purchase,  and  he  also  has  a  home  of  fourteen 
acres  at  center  of  the   township. 
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Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Rodgers 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
and  he  has  served  in  many  township  offices. 
At  present  he  .is  justice  of  the  peace  and  school 
director,  and  he  has  been  constable  and  trus- 
tee. In  1904  he  was  elected  a  county  com- 
missioner, taking  office  in  September,  1905  ;  in 
1908  he  was  re-elected,  and  his  second  term 
began  in  September,  1909.  During  his  term 
of  office  $50,000  have  been  spent  on  public 
buildings,  such  as  the  county  farm,  court 
house,  etc.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  local 
county  conventions,  senatorial  and  state  con- 
ventions for  twenty-five  years,  and  has  at- 
tended them  at  his  own  expense.  When  he 
received  the  office  he  now  holds  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  acclamation,  and  was  solicited  to  ac- 
cept the  office,  not  being  an  office  seeker.  He 
takes-  a  strong  stand  for  what  he  believes  to 
be  right,  and  will  not  change  his  attitude  until 
convinced  of  his  mistake.  He  has  used  his 
influence  to  secure  the  macadamizing  of  the 
roads  and  for  many  other  improvements.  He 
has  the  confidence  and  fullest  regard  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  is  popular  with  all  parties. 
For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  chapter,  com- 
mandery  and  shrine,  and  is  also  an  Elk,  be- 
longing to  Ashtabula  Lodge.  He  served  eight 
years  and  one  month  as  postmaster,  and  re- 
signed the  position  to  take  his  present  office. 
He  was  deputy  state  counsellor  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics  for  five 
years,  and  counsellor  of  his  home  lodge  six 
years. 

In  November,  1881,  Mr.  Rodgers  married 
Maggie,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Charlotte 
Kelly,  of  Colebrook,  who  died  February  27, 
1887,  leaving  one  child,  Martha  Beryl,  now 
the  wife  of  A.  H.  Cook,  of  Colebrook.  In 
[889  Mr.  Rodeers  married  Emma  O.  An- 
drews, nee  Thurber.  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Charlie,  died  in  infancy;  Joseph 
C.  attending  school;  Mason  Thurber;  and 
Carmen  Emma.  Mrs.  Rodgers  had  four  chil- 
dren by  her  former  marriage  as  follows:  Guy 
LeRoy,  an  engineer  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylva- 
nia; Myra  Mahala,  married  Eslie  A.  Webb,  of 
Colebrook;  Lulu  May,  died  in  infancy;  and 
William  E.,  partner  with  Mr.  Rodgers. 

Charles  II.  Thompson. — In  the  county  of 
his  birth  it  was  given  Charles  II.  Thompson 
to  attain  to  a  position  as  a  representative  busi- 
ness man  and  to  maintain  a  secure  hold  upon 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  its  people.  lie  was 


long  numbered  among  the  leading  merchants 
of  the  village  of  Mantua,  to  whose  upbuilding 
and  civic  progress  he  contributed  in  liberal 
measure,  and  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
well  known  and  honored  pioneer  families  of 
Portage  county.  His  career  was  marked  by 
impregnable  integrity  and  he  left  the  heritage 
of  worthy  thoughts  and  worthy  deeds  when 
he  was  called  to  his  reward.  His  death  oc- 
curred on  May  16,  1902. 

Charles  H.  Thompson  was  born  in  Freedom 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  June  2, 
1846,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and  Fannie 
(Pierce)  Thompson.  William  Thompson  was 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  a  scion  of  a 
family  founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial 
days.*  He  was  a  child  at  the  time  of  his  par- 
ents' immigration  to  the  Western  Reserve,  in 
18 1 5,  and  his  father,  William  Thompson,  be- 
came one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Shalers- 
ville.  Portage  county,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainer  of  his  life  and  where  he  became  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  influential  citizen. 

When  Charles  H.  Thompson  was  a  hoy  his 
parents  removed  from  the  homestead  farm  in 
Freedom  township  to  the  village  of  Shalers- 
ville,  where  he  gained  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  after  which  he  continued  his 
higher  studies  in  Hiram  College.  He  gained 
his  early  business  experience  in  Shalersville. 
where  he  finally  became  a  successful  and  pop- 
ular hotelkeeper  and  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Mantua, 
where  he  established  himself  in  the  general 
merchandise  business  and  where  he  built  up 
a  large  and  prosperous  enterprise.  His  correct 
methods  and  fair  and  honorable  dealing  se- 
cured to  him  a  substantial  patronage  of  rep- 
resentative order,  and  no  merchant  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county  enjoyed  a  higher  degree  of 
popular  confidence  and  regard.  He  continued 
to  be  actively  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Mantua  until  i«;oi,  covering  a  period 
of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  retirement  he  held  prestige  as  one 
of  the  oldest,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored, business  men  of  Mantua.  After  his  re- 
tirement, owing  to  impaired  health,  he  removed 
to  the  city  of  Ashtabula,  where  he  died  in  the 
following  year,  on  May  t6,  1902,  as  already 
noted  in  this  context.  He  had  varied  capitalistic 
interests  in  Mantua,  where  he  was  the  first 
president  of  the  hirst  National  Bank,  and  he 
ever  maintained  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerned the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  h  >me 
village    and    count}-.      I  lis    political    allegiance 
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was  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was 
called  upon  to  serve  in  various  local  office-,  in- 
cluding that  of  land  appraiser.  He  was  affili- 
ated with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he 
was  identified  with  the  Oriental  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templar. 

On  July  19,  1 87 1.  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Thompson  to  Miss  Delia  Blair, 
who  survives  him  and  who  still  maintains  her 
home  in  Mantua,  where  her  circle  of  friends 
is  limited  only  by  that  of  her  acquaintances  and 
where  she  is  prominent  in  social  activities. 
Mrs.  Thompson  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
Mystic  Chapter  No.  42.  Eastern  Star.  Mantua. 
and  she  was  its  first  worthy  matron.  She  was 
born  in  Mantua,  on  November  17,  1846,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Martha  (Story) 
Blair,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Hattie 
(Smith)  Blair.  Mr.  Blair  was  born  in  this 
village.  February  7,  1819,  and  was  here  reared 
and  educated.  He  was  a  son'  of  John  Blair, 
who  was  numbered  among  the  sterling  pio- 
neers of  Mantua  township,  where  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  1806,  and  where  he  reclaimed 
a  farm  from  the  virgin  forest.  Chauncey  Blair 
became  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
Portage  county  and  was  a  citizen  who  wielded 
marked  influence  in  his  community,  where  he 
ever  commanded  unqualified  esteem  as  a  man 
of  sterling  character  and  as  one  who  made  his 
life  count  for  good  in  all  its  relations.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1895.  and  his  wife  was  summoned 
to  eternal  rest  in  1901.  They  became  the 
parents  of  one  son  and  seven  daughters,  and 
the  son  died  when  about  seven  years  of 
age.  All  of  the  daughters  are  still  living  and 
concerning  them  the  following  brief  data  are 
consistently  entered  :  Harriet  is  the  widow  of 
Seth  Andrews  and  resides  in  Rootstown, 
Portage  county;  Delia,  widow  of  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  ; 
Jennie  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  Mantua 
township:  Addic  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Coit, 
of  Mantua;  Xettie  is  the  wife  of  Leroy  Paine, 
of  Mantua  :  Frank  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  E. 
Beery,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  Miss  Cora 
maintain-  her  home  on  the  old  farm. 

Mrs.  Thompson  was  reared  in  Portage  coun- 
ty, which  has  ever  represented  her  home,  ami 
after  availing  herself  of  the  advantages  of  the 
common  school-  of  Mantua  she  entered  Hiram 
College,  in  which  institution  she  completed  a 
higher  academic  course.  She  put  her  scholastic 
attainments  to  the  test,  and  for  ten  term-  she 
was  a   successful   and   popular  teacher   in   the 


public  schools  of  her  native  count}'.  She  finds 
much  of  satisfaction  in  that  her  home  is  estab- 
lished in  the  village  so  endeared  to  her  by  the 
memories  and  associations  of  the  past  and  one 
in  winch  she  is  surrounded  by  valued  and  loyal 
friends.  She  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Mantua  and  is  owner  of  the 
old  William  Thompson  farm,  of  210  acres,  in 
Shalersville  township,  besides  an  interest  in  the 
old  Blair  homestead  farm,  in  Mantua  township, 
upon  which  her  paternal  grandfather  settled  in 
the  year  1806,  when  he  numbered  himself 
among,  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
to  whose  development  and  progress  he  con- 
tributed his  quota.  One  child  was  born  to 
Mr.  Thompson  and  wife,  Clyde,  who  died  when 
four  months  old. 

Charles  A.  B.  Pratt,  deceased,  late  of 
Orwell,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Janu- 
ary 23,  1818,  and  was  brought  to  Ohio  by  his 
parents  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  His 
father,  Ezra  Pratt,  was  one  of  the  earlie-t  pi<  >- 
neers  of  Orwell :  he  was  born  near  Old  Lyme. 
Connecticut,  and  married  Fanny  Marvin,  of 
the  same  vicinity.  They  came  to  Ohio  in  1832. 
via  the  canal.  He  was  a  farmer  and  merchant, 
and  besides  a  store  at  Orwell  also  had  one  in 
Xew  York  City.  His  wife  was  afraid  of  the 
sea  and  of  the  great  lakes,  so  he  bought  land 
in  (  irwell,  although  he  could  have  purchased 
on  the  present  site  of  Cleveland.  He  pur- 
chased about  one-half  of  the  township,  which 
was  owned  by  the  original  proprietors.  The 
main  part  of  the  present  house  was  built  in 
iSj8.  by  a  Mr.  Spaulding.  This  was  the  half- 
way house  between  Ashtabula  and  Warren, 
and  Mr.  Pratt  kept  a  tavern  until  a  hotel  could 
be  opened  in  the  village,  and  also  immediately 
started  a  store,  the  first  in  Orwell ;  it  stood 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  house,  and  is  still 
standing.  The  original  house  was  a  two-story 
brick.  Besides  taking  care  of  the  store.  Mr. 
Pratt  cleared  up  his  farm;  he  owned  the  four 
corners  where  his  house  was  located.  He 
erected  a  second  store,  which  he  later  removed 
to  Orwell  village.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  and 
all  his  life  took  a  prominent  part  in  church 
work.  He  was  active  in  all  public  matter-. 
and  used  his  influence  for  the  establishment  of 
school-.  He  was  seventy  years  of  age  at  his 
death.  He  had  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Frances  P..  married  and  died  in 
middle  life:  Julia  L..  married  R.  C.  Newell, 
lived  on  an  adjoining  farm,  and  died  at  San 
Diego,  California,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years; 
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Phebe  Stirling,  married  John  S.  Dixon,  of 
Charlevoix,  Michigan,  where  she  died;  Jane 
W.,  died  when  a  young  woman;  Charles  A.  B., 
referred  to  later;  E.  Huntington,  died  unmar- 
ried, when  a  young  man  ;  and  Joseph,  also  died 
young,  unmarried.  Phebe  (Pratt)  Dixon's 
son  Joseph  returned  to  Orwell,  although  his 
mother  and  the  remainder  of  the  family  did 
not. 

Charles  A.  B.  Pratt  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  his  native  state,  and  after  coming:  to 
Ohio  helped  his  father  in  the  store  and  studied 
at  Steubenville,  Ohio.  He  also  made  potash, 
buying  ashes  all  over  the  surrounding  country  ; 
in  this  he  kept  fourteen  men  busy,  and  be- 
came very  successful.  His  father  made  butter 
and  cheese,  and  about  1872  he  assisted  in  es- 
tablishing a  cheese  factory,  the  first  in  Orwell, 
which  became  a  great  industry,  and  is  still  in 
operation.  Mr.  Pratt  was  active  in  starting 
and  conducting  the  local  agricultural  fair,  and 
until  eleven  years  since  the  Orwell  fair  was 
an  important  event. 

Mr.  Pratt  carried  on  general  farming,  and 
became  owner  of  three  farms  at  the  old  home 
corner.  He  carried  on  the  store  in  Orwell 
village,  and  managed  his  business  affairs  as 
long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
Pennsylvania  railway  line  running  through  the 
town.  Both  he  and  his  father  served  as  post- 
master for  many  years,  also  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  a  Republican,  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  served  as  clerk  of 
the  session  for  many  years.  He  wrote  a  his- 
tory of  that  particular  church,  from  its  or- 
ganization until  1875.  which  was  widely  appre- 
ciated. Mr.  Pratt  died  May  12,  1895.  in  Chi- 
cago, where  two  of  his  sons  then  resided.  His 
loss  was  widely  mourned  in  the  community 
where  most  of  his  life  had  been  spent. 

Mr.  Pratt  married,  in  1850,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Ely.  of  Ripley,  New  York ;  the  family  were 
from  Connecticut,  and  distantly  related  to  the 
Pratts.  He  met  her  in  Connecticut  when  she 
was  visiting.  She  was  nine  years  his  junior, 
and  died  in  January,  1866,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Pratt  married  (second)  Helen  A. 
Coggin.  of  Tewkesbury.  Massachusetts,  who 
survived  him  and  died  in  Massachusetts,  Au- 
gust 16.  1898.  The  only  son  by  the  second 
marriage  was  Jacob  Coggin.  of  Chicago,  man- 
ager of  the  John  J.  Crooke  Company.  The 
children  of  Mr.  Pratt's  first  marriage  were : 
Elizabeth  Selden.  died  when  a  young  woman  : 
E.  Huntington,  of  Chicago,  with  Knox  Auto- 
mobile Company ;  Mary  Ely.  unmarried,  living 


in  Pittsburg ;  Joseph  Marvin,  died  in  infancy ; 
Charles  Marvin,  died  in  childhood ;  Frances 
Marvin ;  and  Charles  A.  B.,  Jr.,  of  New  York 
City.  Charles  A.  B.  Pratt  is  an  attorney  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  is  a  prominent  club- 
man, and  a  deacon  in  Dr.  Parkhurst's  church. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Columbia  Law  School, 
and  is  meeting  with  pleasing  success  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Pratt  &  McAlpin,  corpora- 
tion attorneys.  Frances  Marvin  Pratt  lives  in 
New  York  City,  although  she  and  her  brother, 
Charles  A.  B.,  supervise  the  management  of 
the  old  homestead  in  Orwell,  which  is  kept  in 
the  family.  It  is  now  devoted  to  general  and 
stock  farming,  with  splendid  results.  She  is 
also  a  member  of  Dr.  Parkhurst's  church.  Her 
summers  are  spent  on  the  farm  in  Orwell. 

Frank  P.  Rood  was  born  in  Charlestown, 
Portage  county,  December  25.  1854.  and  is  a 
son  of  Norman  and  Louisa  (Tibbets)  Rood, 
natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  respec- 
tively. They  came  to  Charlestown  between 
1825  and  1830,  and  took  up  about  200  acres 
of  land,  then  thickly  wooded  and  surrounded 
by  the  forest.  They  had  to  clear  a  place  in 
which  to  build  the  house,  and  later  cleared  up 
the  farm  as  time  went  on.  A  frame  house  was 
erected  later,  and  other  buildings,  which  are 
now  standing. 

Frank  P.  Rood  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  and  Ravenna  high  school,  after 
which  he  lived  with  his  parents  and  assisted 
with  the  labors  on  the  farm,  residing  there 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage.  In  political 
views  he  is  Democratic,  and  he  has  held  the 
offices  of  trustee  and  supervisor.  Mr.  Rood 
married  Leora  Chapman,  July  30,  1884,  and 
she  died  in  July,  1886.  He  married  (second), 
August  17,  1901,  Mrs.  Ada  L.  Taylor,  who  was 
born  August  17.  1854,  a  daughter  of  Justin 
and  Amelia  (Knapp)  Watrous.  By  Mrs. 
Rood's  first  marriage  she  had  one  son.  Fred 
W.  Taylor,  born  in  Elmira,  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1883,  and  now  a  resident  of  Ravenna. 
Mr.  Rood  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  improve- 
ments. 

Alexander  Yair.  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Charlestown.  was  born  October  11,  1835,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Lowrie)  Yair. 
both  natives  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  in 
1837,  and  July  28  of  that  year  settled  in  Cleve- 
land. Ohio.  George  Yair  worked  at  the  car- 
penter trade  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to 
Ravenna,  where  he  continued  at  this  avocation. 


HISTI  IRY  I  »F  THE  WESTERN   RHSKKX  E 


He  spent  four  years  on  the  Erie  canal  and 
later  worked  in  Ravenna  for  the  C.  &  P.  Kail- 
mad,  being  thirtj  war-  in  the  emploj  of  the 
latter  company.  Subsequent!)  he  retired  and 
boughl  a  farm  of  300  acre-.  At  the  time  of 
bis  death  he  was  ninet)  years  of  age.  Of  his 
three  children,  James,  Christina  and  Alexan- 
der, only  the  last-named  survives,  and  he  has 
inherited  his   father's  estate. 

Alexander  Vair  assisted  his  father  in  clear- 
ing the  farm,  and  later  in  cultivating  same. 
The]  were  pioneers,  knowing  the  hardships  oi 
such  a  life,  and  were  unused  to  the  luxuries 
n  i\v  so  common.  In  political  views  .Mr.  \  air 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
town  supervisor,  a-  well  a-  many  other  offices. 
He  has  a  pleasant  home,  with  modern  im- 
provements, and  takes  pleasure  in  hi-  posses- 
sions. He  has  several  photographs  which  are 
of  intere-t.  showing  Scottish  scenes,  among 
them  the  Sir  Walter  Scott  home,  the  birth- 
place of  Burns,  which  was  built  of  clay  and 
thatched  with  straw,  and  the  Burns  monument 
at  Alloway,  as  well  a-  a  picture  of  the  burying 
ground  near  the  Abbey  of  Melrose,  where 
many  of  the  Vair  name  are  buried.  The  fam- 
ilv  are  of  considerable  prominence  in  their  na- 
tive country,  where  Joan  Vair.  the  sister  of 
Alexander's  father,  still  resides.  The  photos 
mentioned  were  taken  in  1908  by  Leonard 
Vair.  a  relative. 

Mr.  Vair  lived  with  his  parents  until  the 
time  of  his  marriage  to  Lucinda  Petitt.  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children,  namely:  Mary, 
Jennie  and  George,  all  deceased,  lame-.  Syd- 
ney, Robert.  Orphy  (deceased).  Lina  and 
Frank  I  deceased).  Mr.  Vair's  wife  died  April 
5,  1884,  and  he  married.  March  8.  1885.  Laurie 
jame-.  by  whom  he  has  one  son.  Charles,  who 
"re-ides  at  home  with  hi-  parent-.     He  married. 

November  -'5.    S.    Hattie  M..  daughter  of 

Corbin  and  Eva  (Hessom)  Bradfield,  born 
February   17.  [889. 

I. oris  p.  Gage,  an  investment  broker  of 
Painesville,  i-  the  son  of  Rensellaer  Watson 
and  Mary  (McElwain)  Cage.  Rensellaer 
Cage  wa-  burn  in  New  I  lamp-hire,  and  about 
[820  hi-  father  -ettled  in  Madison  county, 
Xew  York  ;  he  removed  from  Livingston 
county,  Xew  York,  to  Painesville  in  1852,  and 
there  built  the  first  residence  of  Doctor  House, 
near  the  National  Bank,  where  he  lived  until 
hi-  death,  lie  had  operated  a  hardwood  lum- 
ber yard  at  Boston,  and  -aw  mill-  in  different 
parts  of  New  York,  <  >hio,  Indiana  and  Michi- 
gan.   After  removing  to  Painesville,  he  bought 


hardw 1  lumber  in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky, and  shipped  to  his  Boston  yards,  doing 
for  years  an  extensive  business,  lie  died  in 
(856,  having  been  located  but  a  few  years  at 
Painesville,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  His  first 
wife,  Mary  McElwain,  died  in  Xew  York,  and 
he  married  second,  Eleanor  Riker.  who  sur- 
vived him  several  years,  and  died  in  Paines- 
ville. He  had  three  daughters  and  two  son-: 
one  son.  Rollin,  died  in  Leroy.  Xew  York,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four.  The  two  sons  carried 
on  their  father's  business  until  the  death  of 
Rollin.  after  which  it  was  carried  on  by  L.  P. 
( iage. 

L.  P.  Cage  also  became  a  manufacturer  of 
pine  lumber,  at  Saginaw,  Michigan,  and  also 
had  a  mill  on  the  Alleghany  river  at  Red 
House.  Xew  York,  for  both  pine  and  hemlock: 
for  several  years  he  sent  the  lumber  down  the 
Alleghany  and  Ohio  rivers  to  Cincinnati  and 
sold  out  the  business  to  advantage.  He  also 
operated  hardwood  mills  in  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
and  at  the  same  time  bought  and  sold  lumber  : 
he  purchased  the  timber,  put  in  a  portable  mill, 
cut  it  out  and  prepared  it  for  market,  and  in 
this  employed  thirty  to  100  men.  He  shipped 
large  quantities  of  walnut  to  San  Francisco 
and  some  to  Europe.  He  operated  the  first 
hardwood  lumber  yard  in  Cleveland,  which 
was  wholesale  and  retail,  and  this  business  he 
sold  out  ten  years  since :  he  did  a  large  busi- 
ness, Si  50.000  to  S300.000  annually. 

In  1875  ^'r-  (>age  embarked  in  the  cattle 
business,  purchasing  a  ranch  in  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, keeping  one  to  two  thousand  head  of 
cattle.  He  continued  in  this  business  seven- 
teen years,  at  which  time  the  range  was  taken 
up.  and  this  enterprise  proved  to  be  very  profit- 
able to  him,  although  as  time  went  on  the  mar- 
gin of  profit  grew  constantly  smaller.  Ex- 
cepting for  a  few  years  spent  at  P.axter 
Springs.  Kansas,  where  he  still  has  a  fine  prop- 
erty, his  home  has  been  for  many  years  in 
Painesville. 

For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Cage  has  devoted 
his  energies  to  brokerage  and  investment  se- 
curities, spending  part  of  his  time  in  New 
York.  His  investments  are  mainly  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  private  business.  He  built  the 
Gage  Block  in  1888.  at  Painesville,  this  ac- 
commodating seven  -tore-,  with  112  feet  on 
the  front,  the  second  floors  being  office-  and 
the  third,  lodge  halls.  The  Knighted  (  (rder 
Tented  Maccabee-  occupy  one  hall.  The  cost 
of  the  block  wa-  about  $40,000.  He  is  also 
tlu-  owner  of  the  Cowles  House,  a  hotel  built 
b\    Mr.  Cowles.     He  has  bought  and  sold  we-t- 
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ern  lands  rather  extensively.  His  pleasant 
resilience  is  mi  North  State  street.  Mr.  Gage 
has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  development 
of  the  city  and  also  the  state,  but  has  not  taken 
any  active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  is  a 
sharp-sighted  business  man,  and  his  judgment 
in  matters  of  this  kind  is  to  be  relied  upon. 

Air.  Gage  married  Anna  Van  Dusen,  who 
died  leaving  one  daughter,  Anna,  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Booth,  of  Painesville.  Mr.  Gage 
married  second.  Mary  Henderson,  and  they 
have  four  daughters,  namely :  [Catherine 
Louise,  Florence  Elizabeth.  Alary  Evelyn  and 
Helen  Marie,  all  living  at  home. 

Otis  Fuller. — Prominent  among  the  agri- 
cultural residents  of  Conneaut  township  is 
numbered  Otis  Fuller,  a  member  of  a  family 
which  was  founded  in  this  community  many 
years  ago  by  Wesley  Fuller,  who  came  from 
New  York.  He  was  the  father  of  Asa,  Maria 
and  Wellington.  Asa  Fuller  was  probably  born 
in  the  east,  about  the  year  of  1815,  and  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio  and  located  in  North 
Ridge.  He  always  lived  on  a  farm,  of  which 
he  owned  several,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1885,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  while  his  wife,  nee  Mary  Ann  Havi- 
land.  from  ( )hio,  died  about  three  years  later. 
Their  family  numbered  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Cornell  G.,  mentioned  below  :  Omar,  who 
died  of  typhoid  fever  just  before  his  marriage 
was  to  take  place :  John  W.,  who  married  first 
Emma  Abbott  and  afterward  Julia  Tinker  Ben- 
ton, and  he  lives  in  Ashtabula.  Ohio;  Willis  A. 
married  Effie  Hardie  and  is  a  lumberman  in 
Pierpont  township;  Vernon  A.,  whose  first 
wife  was  Mary  I  tayward,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  and  his  second  wife.  Celia  Hanson,  by 
whom  he  has  six  children,  lives  in  Port  Hope, 
Michigan:  Herbert  E.  married  Ella  Crosby, 
and  died  in   I  louston.  Texas. 

Cornell  G  Fuller  was  born  in  Monroe  town- 
ship. Ashtabula  county,  (  )hio,  July  12,  1842, 
and  he  lived  with  his  grandparents  until  his 
marriage.  Januarj  9,  1804.  in  Lydia  E.  Farn- 
ham.  who  was  burn  March  30,  1844.  and  the 
two  children  of  this  union  are  (  His  A.  and 
Jessie  O.,  but  the  daughter  died  when  ver) 
young.  After  their  marriage  Air.  and  AIr<. 
Fuller  moved  to  Sheffield  township  in  Ash- 
tabula county,  where  the  husband  embarked  in 
the  lumber  business.  Their  home  was  after- 
ward in  Michigan  fur  about  three  year-,  and 
there  Mr.  Fuller  was  drowned  in  Fake  Huron 
while  transporting  lumber,  this  sad  event  oc- 


curring on  September  20,  1875.  lie  was  a 
Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  Airs. 
Fuller  is  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Ad- 
ventist  church. 

Otis  A.  Fuller,  of  the  above  family,  was  born 
in  Sheffield,  Ohio..  December  5.  1864.  and  his 
district  school  training  was  supplemented  by 
study  in  the  high  schools  of  Titusville.  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Jefferson.  Ohio.  He  lived  with 
his  grandparents  in  Kelloggsville  before  his 
marriage,  and  moved  with  them  to  Conneaut. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  operating  the  mill  which 
was  built  by  his  grandfather.  Elisha  Farnham, 
in  1841.  and  this  is  the  only  mill  now  on  the 
Conneaut  stream  operated  by  water  power, 
though  years  ago  there  were  several  water 
power  mills  on  this  stream.  The  mill  con- 
tains four  turbines,  and  was  formerly  operated 
by  a  tub  or  scroll  wheel. 

Air.  Fuller  married  Alarch  21.  1884.  Lila  E. 
Goldsmith,  who  was  born  in  Conneaut  Sep- 
tember 10,  1866.  and  their  children  are:  Lelia 
E.,  who  married  Clarence  Leffenwell,  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  fruit  business  in  Cleveland  : 
Bessie  W..  a  bookkeeper  at  the  creamery  in 
Conneaut:  Willis  A.,  on  the  farm  with'  his 
father:  Cornell  G.  attending  the  Conneaut 
high  school ;  Robert  Lee,  a  student  in  the  dis- 
trict schools :  and  Otis  Abbott.  Air.  Fuller,  a 
Republican,  has  served  his  community  as  a  su- 
pervisor, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Insurance  Union,  of  the  (  )dd  Fellows  fra- 
ternity and  of  the  Lone  Star  order  of  the 
Grange.  Airs.  Fuller  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
ti>t  church. 

Orville  Duane  Howl,  who  was  born  in 
Painesville.  September  1.  1831,  is  of  English 
descent,  the  family,  which  was  established  in 
Canada  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  1812. 
being  forced  to  leave  the  Dominion  after  Dr. 
Samuel  W.  Howe,  the  paternal  grandfather. 
had  declared  his  allegiance  to  the  United 
States.  He  and  his  two  sous,  Eber  D.  and 
Asahel,  as  residents  of  New  York,  participated 
in  various  military  movements  against  the 
British;  in  1817  the  family  settled  in  Cleve- 
land, and  about  three  years  later  in  Paines- 
ville. In  the  years  which  followed,  the  father. 
Eber  D.  Howe,  became  prominent  as  a  news- 
paper man,  an  Abolitionist,  an  anti-Alormonist. 
and  a  citizen  of  brave,  independent  and  able 
character,  while  (  (rville  D.  has  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  splendid  record  of  his  family 
by  his  active  career  as  a  progressive  agricul- 
turist and  a  public  man.    As  a  Republican  he 
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has  extended  his  father's  work  and  influence 
to  the  present  day,  while  as  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  county  surveyor  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  he  has  been  of  invaluable  assist- 
ance in  furthering  the  causes  of  education,  the 
security  of  property  and  the  establishment  of 
law  and  order — three  forces  which,  more  than 
all  others,  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  typical 
American  community. 

The  first  authentic  and  definite  records  of 
the  Howe  family  relate  to  the  stirring  career 
of  Samuel  William  Howe,  already  mentioned 
as  the  grandfather  of  Orville  D.  He  was  born 
in  Longmeadow,  Connecticut,  in  the  year 
1760;  lost  his  father  at  an  early  age  and  was 
tenderly  and  thoughtfully  reared  by  his  step- 
father. After  receiving  a  common  school  edu- 
cation, at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  Dart- 
mouth College,  Hanover,  Xew  Hampshire,  and 
during  the  ensuing  year  made  some  proficiency 
in  the  study  of  medicine.  Upon  one  of  his 
visits  to  Boston,  in  1780,  he  shipped  as  sur- 
geon on  an  American  privateer,  then  fitting 
for  a  cruise  along  the  eastern  coasts ;  but.  con- 
trary to  the  understanding  of  the  crew,  when 
the  ship  was  fairly  out  of  the  harbor  it  headed 
across  the  Atlantic  direct  for  the  English 
Channel.  The  privateer  proved  to  be  entirely 
unseaworthy,  with  an  incompetent  and  intoxi- 
cated captain,  and  the  voyage  of  forty  days  to 
the  Irish  coast  was  mostly  occupied  by  the 
hands  in  bailing  out  the  rotten  hull.  In  that 
locality  they  fortunately  found  themselves 
alongside  a  British  man-of-war,  and  surren- 
dered after  the  firing  of  one .  shot.  This  is 
one  of  the  dark  spots  in  the  usually  bright 
record  of  American  privateering.  After  being- 
removed  in  safety  to  the  British  boat  the 
American  crew  joyfully  saw  the  dishonored 
craft  disappear  beneath  the  ocean  waves,  the 
ship  not  being  worth  the  trouble  of  towing,  into 
port.  The  Americans  were  taken  to  Dublin 
as  prisoners  of  war  and  there  Mr.  Howe  was 
detailed  to  the  medical  department  of  the  city 
prison,  then  filled  with  sick  and  maimed  vic- 
tims of  the  war.  By  bribing  a  prison  keeper 
named  Craft,  he  finally  escaped  from  Dublin 
prison  with  two  other  physicians,  and  reached 
the  coast  of  France,  thence  walking  300  miles 
to  Havre,  where  he  shipped  for  Boston  as  a 
hand  before  the  mast.  It  may  be  added  to  this 
life  chapter  that  Craft  came  to  Painesville 
many  years  later,  and  that  the  recognition  was 
mutual  and  cordial. 

After  his  return  to  the  United  States  Dr. 
Howe  completed  his  medical  studies,  and  about 
1785  married  Miss  Mabel  Dudley,  a  native  of 


Middletown.  Connecticut,  who  was  descended 
from  an  English  family  of  Surrey  county.  The 
first  of  the  Dudley  family  to  come  to  America 
was  William,  who  died  in  Guilford,  that  state, 
in  1683,  after  whom  the  line  descends,  through 
Joseph,  (Captain)  William  and  Asahel,  to 
Mabel  Dudley,  who  became  the  grandmother 
of  Orville  D.  Dr.  S.  W.  Howe  and  wife  re- 
sided successively  in  Clifton  Park  and  Ovid, 
Xew  York,  and  in  181 1,  with  their  family, 
located  near  Queenstown,  eight  mile-  from 
Niagara  Falls.  Canada.  Through  his  practice 
and  businesslike  investments,  the  doctor  had 
accumulated  considerable  property,  and  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  of  1812  was  the  prosper- 
ous owner  of  200  head  of  cattle  and  horses, 
500  acres  of  fine  land,  a  beautiful  English 
mansion,  and  an  iron  box  holding  gold  coin 
and  good  securities  to  the  value  of  $60,000 — ■ 
the  latter  a  large  fortune  of  itself  in  those 
days.  In  the  midst  of  these  handsome  evi- 
dences of  his  industry  and  ability,  he  was  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  royal  authorities 
of  the  dominion  and  declare  himself  for  the 
king  of  England,  on  pain  of  banishment  and 
confiscation  of  all  his  goods  and  property. 
With  breakfast  on  the  table,  the  head  of  the 
household  was  given  one  hour  to  decide,  but 
within  a  minute  pronounced  for  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  and  commenced  to  prepare  for  imme- 
diate departure.  No  sooner  were  his  inten- 
tions known  to  the  Indian  allies  of  the  British 
who  were  hovering  outside  the  house  than 
they  secretly  bored  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
scow  which  was  to  be  used  to  convey  the  doc- 
tor, his  family  and  valuables  across  the  Ni- 
agara river  to  New  York.  His  wife  and 
daughter  Harriet  had  packed  the  best  bedding, 
silver  and  box  of  gold,  and  after  loading  his 
goods  and  family  on  the  scow  started  on  his 
perilous  trip.  Not  far  from  shore  the  scow 
sank,  the  passengers  barely  escaping  through 
the  assistance  of  a  British  officer  who  was 
affianced  to  the  doctor's  daughter.  Dr.  Howe 
himself  returned  to  his  residence,  intending  to 
throw  his  strong  box  into  the  river,  but  found 
his  house  in  flames.  Seizing  a  feather  bed 
from  the  pile  of  household  goods  not  yet  con- 
sumed, he  tied  it  to  his  horse  Kate  to  protect 
her  from  the  expected  shower  of  bullets  which 
he  knew  would  greet  him  when  the  British 
discovered  his  attempted  escape.  Nor  was  his 
expectation  amiss,  as  in  his  dash  for  the  upper 
ferry  he  was  obliged  to  pass  through  a  storm 
of  bullets  which  riddled  the  bed  and  put  out 
one  of  his  good  horse's  eyes :  and  in  crossing 
the  ferrv,  where  he  was  met  by  his  sons,  one 
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of  the  latter  (William)  had  his  hat  pierced  by 
a  ball. 

The  family  formed  a  new  home  at  Lewis- 
ton,  New  York,  and  when  the  British  cap- 
tured that  place,  December  13,  1813,  the 
Howes  escaped  on  an  ox-sled  to  Batavia.  Here 
was  organized  the  Swift  and  Dobbins  regiment 
of  New  York  Volunteers,  of  which  Dr.  Howe 
was  surgeon's  mate,  and  his  sons,  Eber  D. 
and  Asahel,  private  soldiers.  All  participated 
in  General  Scott's  campaign,  including  the  bat- 
tles of  Lundys  Lane  and  Fort  Erie.  In  1817 
Dr.  Howe  settled  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in 
1820  at  Painesville,  and  successfully  practiced 
his  profession  until  his  death  at  Concord,  Ohio, 
in  1838.  His  wife  died  at  the  same  place  in 
1852,  mother  of  William,  Eunice,  Laura,  Har- 
riet, Eber  D.  and  Asahel. 

Eber  Dudley  Howe  was  born  at  Clifton 
Park,  New  York,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1798, 
his  birth  occurring  near  the  battlefield  made 
famous  by  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne. 
He  served  with  his  father  throughout  the  Ni- 
agara campaign,  from  April  1  to  November  8, 
1814,  and  after  the  war  became  an  apprentice 
in  the  printing  office  of  the  Buffalo  Commer- 
cial Advertiser.  In  his  autobiography,  he  re- 
marks that,  at  this  time,  the  paper  had  a  cir- 
culation of  about  1,000  copies  and  that  two 
days  were  spent  in  striking  off  the  edition. 
In  1819  Mr.  Howe  moved  to  Cleveland  and, 
with  Z.  Willis,  began  the  publication  of  the 
Herald.  The  first  article  in  No.  1  was  a  strong 
anti-slavery  paper  by  Benjamin  Rush.  In  1822, 
after  publishing  an  interesting  and  stirring 
newspaper  for  two  years,  he  came  to  Paines- 
ville and  established  the  Telegraph,  continuing 
it  until  1835.  In  1837  Mr.  Howe  located  at 
Concord,  in  the  Hollow,  and  engaged  in  the 
woolen  business,  and  his  vigorous  crusade 
against  slavery  as  an  agent  and  patron  of  the 
Underground  Railway  to  Canada.  He  was  an 
ardent  leader  of  the  Liberty  party  and  in  1842 
declared  he  never  again  would  vote  for  a  slave- 
holder for  any  office.  During  these  years  of 
his  residence  at  Concord  he  assisted  so  many 
colored  fugitives  to  freedom,  through  his  home 
ministrations,  that  the  neighbors  christened  the 
locality  Nigger  Hollow ;  that  same  Hollow,  in 
which  also  for  thirty  years  was  heard  the  busy 
hum  of  machinery,  is  now  silent  and  deserted. 

In  common  with  other  earnest  characters  of 
northern  Ohio,  Mr.  Howe  became  much  inter- 
ested in  the  representations  of  Joseph  Smith 
and  his  Mormon  followers,  who,  with  Kirtland 
as  their  headquarters,  attempted  to  establish 
themselves  and  their  religion  in  that  part  of 


the  state.  These  fanatics  made  their  appear- 
ance in  1830,  and  in  1834  Mr.  Howe  pub- 
lished his  book  entitled  "Mormonism  Un- 
veiled," which  conclusively  fixed  the  real  au- 
thor of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  the  person  of 
Solomon  Spalding.  Eight  reliable  witnesses 
testified  that  the  original  records  purporting  to 
have  been  found  inscribed  on  gold  plates  buried 
in  the  ground  were  substantially  the  manu- 
scripts written  by  Mr.  Spalding  twenty  years 
before  and  intended  by  the  author  to  be  pub- 
lished as  a  romance.  These  witnesses  stated 
that  Spalding,  who  was  a  minister  and  gradu- 
ate from  Dartmouth  College,  had  written  sev- 
eral other  manuscripts.  Fifty  years  after  the 
publication  of  Howe's  book  the  Mormons  came 
into  possession  of  one  of  those  other  manu- 
scripts, and  published  it  in  pamphlet  form  for 
general  circulation,  to  show  that  it  bore  no 
resemblance  to  the  "Book  of  Mormon,"  as- 
suming that  it  was  the  only  manuscript  Spal- 
ding ever  wrote,  notwithstanding  the  testi- 
mony of  his  neighbors  to  the  contrary.  It  is 
undeniable  that  Mr.  Howe's  book  had  much 
to  do  with  the  subsequent  migration  of  the 
Mormons  westward,  and  formed  but  one  of 
the  many  evidences  of  his  ability,  determina- 
tion and  force  of  character.  His  death  oc- 
curred November  10,  1885. 

His  religious  experience  and  belief  are  best 
told  in  his  own  words :  "Up  to  the  age  of 
forty,  like  a  large  share  of  the  human  family, 
I  was  governed  in  my  opinions  on  that  sub- 
ject (religion)  by  education  and  all  the  sur- 
rounding influences  under  which  it  was  my 
fortune  to  be  placed.  I  resolved  to  investigate 
the  whole  question  of  the  hereafter,  if  any. 
The  result  was  I  became  a  skeptic.  Thus,  up 
to  the  advent  of  modern  Spiritualism,  which 
came  in  its  own  time  and  its  owi  way.  In 
this  I  believed  and  still  believe." 

Eber  D.  Howe  married  Miss  Sophia  Hull, 
born  in  1800,  daughter  of  Warren  Hull,  of 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  She  died  in  1866,  mother  of 
six  children,  of  whom  three  died  in  infancy. 
The  only  daughter,  Minerva,  was  born  July 
8,  1827,  and  is  the  widow  of  Franklin  Rogers, 
of  Vermont,  whom  she  married  December  19, 
1844.  Her  husband  died  in  Painesville,  June 
13,  1884,  and  five  children  were  born  to  their 
union:  Helen  M.,  August  4,  1846;  Elvene, 
August  1,  1848,  who  died  May  17,  1892;  Lil- 
lie  D.,  August  20,  1853 ;  Frank  Wilton,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1855  ;  and  Fred  Howe,  December  30, 
1859.  Mrs.  Minerva  H.  Rogers,  the  mother  of 
this  family,  is  a  bright  lady  of  strong  mem- 
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ory,  fully  alive  to  current  happenings,  whether 
in  her  own  community  or  in  the  world  at  large, 
and  presents  a  striking  example  of  physical 
and  mental  vitality — albeit,  she  is  in  her  eighty- 
third  year  and  is  the  great-grandmother  of 
three,  and  the  grandmother  of  twelve  (ten 
living ) . 

Edmund  Dudley  Howe,  the  eldest  son,  who 
was  born  in  1829  and  died  in  1849,  was  a 
young  man  of  remarkable  ability  and  promise. 
In  1847-8  he  was  a  student  at  Oberlin  College, 
but  was  obliged  to  leave  school  on  account 
of  declining  health.  Although  he  passed  away 
before  attaining  his  majority  he  had  already 
become  well  known  as  a  forcible  opponent  of 
slavery. 

Orville  Duane  Howe,  the  third  born,  ob- 
tained an  academic  education  at  Painesville 
and  Oberlin ;  taught  school  and  farmed  in  his 
youth  and  early  manhood ;  became  active  in 
"Republican  politics  and,  as  stated,  served  his 
constituents  in  various  county  offices  of  promi- 
nence, and  in  1871,  when  forty  years  of  age, 
settled  on  the  Nebraska  farm  on  which  he 
still  resides  with  the  family  of  his  son.  In 
the  early  seventies  he  experienced  successive 
and  destructive  visitations  of  grasshoppers, 
scorching  winds  and  droughts,  but  emerged 
from  these  visitations  with  credit  and  pros- 
perity. He  is  now  chiefly  engaged  in  the  rais- 
ing of  apples  and  has  about  forty  acres  in 
orchards. 

On  December  20,  1861,  Mr.  Howe  married, 
at  Warren,  Illinois,  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth 
Pepoon,  who  was  born  at  Painesville  in  183 1, 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  (Benedict) 
Pepoon.  Her  parents  were  of  a  family  of 
French  Huguenots  who  were  expelled  from 
Corsica  by  the  edict  of  Nantes.  Mrs.  Howe, 
who  died  in  1903,  was  educated  at  Painesville 
Academy  and  was  a  lady  of  great  refinement 
and  originality,  being  the  author  of  many 
poems  and  prose  articles.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  D.  Howe.  Ed- 
mund Dudley  Howe,  the  son,  was  born  in 
Warren.  Illinois,  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1862.  In  1887  he  graduated  from  the  civil 
engineering  department  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  with  the  degree  of  B.  C.  E.,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  professional 
work.  He  is  at  present  county  surveyor  and 
a  resident  of  Table  Rock,  Pawnee  county,  Ne- 
braska. His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1896, 
was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Yiggers,  a  native  of 
London,  England.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mi ■-.    1  >rville    D.    Howe    was    Mvrta    Eunice, 


born  in  Painesville,  December  6,  1868,  and  at 
the  time  of  her  death  in  Table  Rock,  October 
8,  1904,  was  quite  widely  known  as  a  talented 
musician. 

Oscar  P.  Griggs,  M.  D. — Prominent  among 
the  medical  practitioners  of  Ashtabula  is  num- 
bered Dr.  Oscar  P.  Griggs,  who  has  practiced 
here  for  many  years,  and  is  both  a  representa- 
tive citizen  and  physician.  He  has  offices  at 
42  Center  street,  Ashtabula.  Solomon  Griggs, 
his  paternal  grandfather,  after  coming  to  the 
United  States,  located  in  Ohio,  establishing 
his  home  in  Denmark  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Griggs  Cor- 
ners, and  by  his  wife,  nee  Achsa  Moulton,  he 
had  the  following  children:  Benjamin.  Jea- 
nette,  Rochsa,  Mary,  Philander,  Hiram,  La- 
vina,  Albert  and  Olive. 

Philander  Griggs,  one  of  the  above  family, 
was  born  at  the  Griggs  Corners  mentioned 
above  in  1821,  and,  beginning,  life  for  himself, 
he  located  on  a  farm  of  his  own  in  Jefferson 
township.  In  1 861  he  became  a  member  of 
Company  K,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  he 
died  in  the  convalescent  hospital  at  Camp 
Denison,  Virginia,  in  1862.  He  had  married 
Malona  Woodbury,  a  daughter  of  Wheeler 
Woodbury,  and  she  had  taught  school  for  a 
number  of  years  in  her  earlier  life,  being  a 
graduate  of  the  Kingsville  Institute.  She  died 
in  Collinwood,  Ohio,  in  1887.  The  five  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were:  Homer  J.,  Oscar  P., 
Deloss,  Julia  and  Eva.  Philander  Griggs  was 
allied  with  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Disciples 
church. 

Dr.  Oscar  P.  Griggs,  born  in  Jefferson 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  September  13, 
1850.  attended  the  Grand  River  Institute  at 
Austinburg  and  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
College,  being  a  graduate  of  the  latter  insti- 
tution with  its  Class  of  1881.  Previous  to 
entering  college  he  had  worked  as  a  carpenter, 
and  was  thus  able  to  pursue  his  medical  stud- 
ies. He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  Institute 
of  Homeopathy,  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
and  is  a  physician  of  well  known  ability  and 
high  standing.  He  married,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1875.  Martha  Fardon,  a  daughter  of 
John  Fardon,  and  a  son  Clarence  was  bom 
to  them.  March  9,  1881,  he  married  Louise 
Bancrofts.  They  had  two  children,  Iota  M. 
and  Deloss  B.  Dr.  Griggs  married  again.  Sep- 
tember    15,     1904,    this    time    wedding     Ella 
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Broughton,  and  they  have  one  child,  Oscar  B. 
Dr.  Griggs  is  a  Republican,  a  Knight  of 
Pythias  and  a  Methodist. 

John  F.  Babcock. — As  a  scion  of  one  of 
the  prominent  and  honored  pioneer  families 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative citizens  and  business  men  of  the 
city  of  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  Mr.  Babcock 
is  well  entitled  to  consideration  in  a  work  of 
this  character.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ninth 
generation  of  the  family  in  America,  a  fact 
that  bears  its  own  significance,  since  it  indi- 
cates that  the  name  has  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  our  great  republic  from  the  early 
colonial  epoch.  The  names  and  deeds  of  those 
who  have  wrought  nobly  in  the  past  should 
not  be  allowed  to  perish,  and  it  is  in  making 
perpetual  record  concerning  such  persons  that 
a  publication  of  this  order  exercises  its  su- 
preme function.  Within  this  brief  sketch  will 
be  found  reference  to  sterling  men  and  women 
who  contributed  materially  to  the  civic  and 
industrial  upbuilding  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  whose  names  merit  an  enduring  place  on 
the  roll  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Portage 
county. 

Preliminary  to  an  outline  of  the  career  of 
John  F.  Babcock  will  be  traced  his  genealogy 
in  a  direct  line  to  the  founder  of  the  family 
on  American  soil.  James  Babcock,  this  worthy 
progenitor  of  a  worthy  line,  was  born  in  Essex 
county,  England,  in  the  year  1612,  and  he  died, 
presumably  in  Rhode  Island,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  1679.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  was 
Sarah  and  of  his  second  Elizabeth.  His  son 
John  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island, 
in  1644,  and  died  in  1685,  at  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island.  He  married  Mary  Lawton,  of  Ports- 
mouth, and  their  son  George  was  born  at 
Westerly  in  1673 ;  he  died  at  South  Kingston, 
that  colony,  May  1,  1756.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Hall,  of  South  Kingston,  and  of  their 
children  the  next  in  line  of  descent  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  David,  who  was  born 
in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  December  22,  1700, 
and  died  at  South  Kingston  in  March,  1783. 
He  married  Dorcas  Brown,  of  Westerly,  and 
.  their  son  Jonathan  was  born  at  South  Kings- 
ton November  19,  1735,  and  died  in  Granville, 
Massachusetts.  He  married  Susanna  Perry, 
of  Charleston,  Rhode  Island,  and  their  son, 
Perry  H.  Babcock,  was  born  at  South  Kings- 
ton in  1766,  and  died  at  Ravenna,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  November  28,  1833.  Perry  H. 
Babcock  was  a  man  of  large  physique  and 
great  muscular  strength,  having  been  able  to 


lift  a  barrel  of  salt  with  ease.  He  married 
Cynthia  Hickox,  who  was  born  in  Granville, 
Massachusetts,  and  their  son  Almon,  grand- 
father of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  Granville  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1788. 

Almon  Babcock  was  sent  from  Granville, 
Massachusetts,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1810,  by 
the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  as  a  surveyor 
in  the  Western  Reserve.  He  made  Charles- 
town,  Portage  county,  his  destination,  and  he 
here  commenced  work  on  the  1st  of  July  of 
that  year,  and  surveyed  lands  at  Charlestown 
Center,  which  at  the  time  was  commonly  des- 
ignated as  Center  Hill.  He  completed  his 
work  October  29,  181 1,  and  then  set  forth  on 
his  return  to  Granville,  Massachusetts.  He 
made  the  trip  on  horseback,  a  distance  of  571 
miles,  and  arrived  in  Granville  November  19. 
He  returned  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1812, 
and  here  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  man  of  much  ability  and  of  sterling 
character,  and  he  wielded  great  influence  in 
local  affairs  of  a  public  nature  in  the  pioneer 
community.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  of  the 
county  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  man 
Aungst,  who  was  the  first  man  to  be  hanged 
in  Portage  county,  and  it  developed  upon  Mr. 
Babcock,  in  his  official  capacity,  to  read  the 
death  warrant.  He  served  for  more  than 
twenty  years  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his 
administration  was  marked  by  true  judicial 
acumen  and  full  appreciation  of  the  equities  in- 
volved. At  that  time  the  justice  court  handled 
much  important  business  which  now  comes  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  the  higher  courts,  and 
his  long  tenure  of  office  indicates  the  estimate 
placed  upon  him  in  the  community.  For  many 
vears  Almon  Babcock  conducted  an  old-time 
tavern  in  Ravenna,  and  the  same  was  located 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Beatty  store. 
He  also  had  a  blacksmith  shop  and  was  a  com- 
petent workman  at  the  trade.  He  furnished 
the  timbers  for  the  first  Congregational  church 
in  Ravenna  and  was  essentially  public-spirited 
in  his  attitude,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  in  which 
he  so  long  maintained  his  home.  He  passed 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  owned  and  de- 
veloped a  good  farm  and  where  his  death  oc- 
curred on  May  4,  1850.  He  was  commissioned 
a  colonel  of  an  Ohio  regiment  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

On  Christmas  day  of  the  year  1814  Almon 
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Babcock  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Johnson  Collins,  who  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  August  15,  1789,  and  who  died 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Rootstown  township, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  May  28,  1859.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Chloe  (John- 
son) Collins,  who  came  from  Connecticut  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Ravenna,  Portage 
county,  in  18 1 2.  She  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  showed  herself  fully 
equal  to  the  vicissitudes  and  responsibilities  of 
pioneer  life.  She  was  a  granddaughter  of  Cap- 
tain Wadsworth,  the  historic  patriot  who  con- 
cealed the  Connecticut  charter  in  the  famous 
old  "Charter  Oak." 

Albert  Babcock,  son  of  Almon  and  Mary  J. 
(Collins)  Babcock  and  father  of  John  F.  was 
born  in  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on 
September  12,  1824,  and  died  in  Rootstown 
township,  this  county,  on  April  26,  1905.  As 
a  boy  and  youth  he  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  pioneer 
epoch,  and  his  entife  active  career  was  one  of 
conservative  and  fruitful  identification  with  the 
great  basic  art  of  agriculture.  He  became  the 
owner  of  175  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Roots- 
town  township,  and  developed  the  same  into 
one  of  the  model  farmsteads  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  made  the 
best  of  permanent  improvements  on  the  place 
and  was  ever  known  as  a  man  of  unflagging- 
energy  and  productive  ambition.  His  was  a 
superior  type  of  mental  endowment,  and  he 
was  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  and  his  con- 
victions, the  while  his  course  was  ever  guided 
upon  a  lofty  plane  of  integrity  and  honor,  so 
that  he  commanded  the  unequivocal  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact 
in  the  various  relations  of  life.  In  politics  he 
gave  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  was  an  influential  factor  in  public 
affairs  of  a  local  nature.  He  was  naturally 
a  leader  in  thought  and  action,  and  such  was 
the  maturity  of  his  judgment  and  such  the 
rectitude  of  his  character  that  his  advice  and 
counsel  were  eagerly  sought  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, in  matters  of  both  public  and  private  con- 
cern. As  a  competent  surveyor,  he  assisted 
in  running  the  original  line  of  the  Cleveland 
&  Pittsburg  railroad  from  Wellsville  to  Ra- 
venna. He  was  a  member  of  the  Ravenna 
lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 

April  26,  1854,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Albert  Babcock  to  Miss  Betsey  E.  Avery, 


who  was  born  at  Aurora,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  on  May  30,  1831,  and  who  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  about  two  miles 
south  of  Ravenna.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Reu- 
ben and  Corinna  Avery,  the  former  of  whom 
lived  to  attain  to  the  patriarchal  age  of  101 
years.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  well  known 
Avery  family  of  Groton,  Massachusetts,  and 
was  numbered  among  the  sterling  pioneers  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  Albert  and  Betsey  E. 
Avery  became  the  parents  of  one  son  and  five 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  the  time 
of  this  writing,  in  1909. 

John  F.  Babcock,  the  only  son,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  Rootstown 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  April  30, 
1855,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the  six  children.  He 
was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period  and  early 
began  to  lend  his  aid  in  the  work  and  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm.  In  April,  1874,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years,  Mr.  Babcock  be- 
came an  apprentice  in  the  machine  shops  of 
Stockwell,  Griffin  &  Co.,  of  Ravenna,  and  there 
he  was  employed  for  two  and  one-half  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  the  shops  were 
closed,  on  account  of  the  unfavorable  indus- 
trial conditions  then  existing  throughout  the 
country. 

On  December  6,  1877,  Mr.  Babcock  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Celestine  C.  Coff- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Milton  township,  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  whither  her  father,  the 
late  Tobias  Coffman,  came  from  Pennsylvania 
in  the  pioneer  days.  In  the  autumn  preceding 
his  marriage  Mr.  Babcock  had  erected  a  house 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the  spring  of  the 
following  year  he  rented  the  old  homestead 
from  his  father,  where  he  continued  to  be  ac- 
tively engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
the  autumn  of  1903.  In  the  autumn  of  1905 
he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  the  city  of  Ra- 
venna. Prior  to  this,  on  August  5,  1903,  Mr. 
Babcock  became  associated  with  his  father  and 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Hughes,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Ravenna  City  Mills,  which  he  has 
since  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  F. 
Babcock  &  Co.  He  assumed  the  active  man- 
agement of  the  business  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, and  under  his  able  and  progressive 
direction  it  has  steadily  expanded  in  scope 
and  importance  until  it  now  constitutes  one  of 
the  leading,  industrial  enterprises  of  Portage 
county.  The  flour  mill  is  equipped  with  full 
roller-process  machinery  of  the  best  modern 
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type,  and  all  other  accessories  and  facilities  are 
of  the  most  approved  order,  making  the  mill 
one  of  the  best  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Babcock  has  been  an  active  and  in- 
fluential factor  in  the  industrial  and  commer- 
cial upbuilding  of  the  city  of  Ravenna,  where 
he  is  actively  identified  with  several  of  its  most 
important  industrial  concerns,  and  as  a  citizen 
he  is  essentially  loyal,  liberal  and  progressive. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  incorpo- 
rators of  the  Ravenna  Furnace  &  Heating 
Company,  of  which  he  is  now  vice  president. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Buck- 
eye Chair  Company,  is  president  of  the  Doe 
Battery  &  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Kent, 
Ohio,  where  he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Seneca  Chain  Company,  and  he  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  John  F.  Byers  Machine  Company, 
of  Ravenna,  besides  having  other  capitalistic 
interests  of  importance.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Ravenna  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  a  loyal 
supporter  of  this  organization,  which  has  high 
civic  ideals  and  is  doing  efficient  work  in 
furthering  the  industrial  and  civic  growth  of 
Ravenna.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  generic  principles  for  which  the  Demo- 
cratic party  stands  sponsor,  but  he  believes 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  give  sup- 
port to  worthy  men  and  worthy  measures,  re- 
gardless of  strict  partisan  lines.  He  is  affiliated 
with  Unitv  Lodge,  No.  12,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Ravenna.  As  a  citizen  he  has  a 
tenacious  hold  upon  popular  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  the  thriving  little 
capital  city  of  Portage  county. 

George  Shilliday,  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
leading  citizen  of  Edinburg  township,  was  born 
in  Ireland  September  2}.  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
Hugh  and  Ellen  <  Willson)  Shilliday.  His 
parents,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  mother 
country,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the 
fall  of  (854,  1  ringing  George  and  other  mem- 
bers of  thi.'  family  with  them.  They  landed 
first  at  New  York,  subsequently  going  to  Phila- 
delphia and  to  Canfield  and  Portage  county, 
Ohio. 

George  resided  with  his  parents  as  long  as 
they  lived.  lie  was  first  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Trotter,  who  lived  till  about  twenty  years 
afterward:  his  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Agnes 
Martin,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Jane  Speers, 
both  being  natives  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Agnes 
Shilliday  was  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  Feb- 
ruary 3,    1852,   and   emigrated   to  the   United 


States  in  company  with  her  sister  and  two 
cousins.  She  lived  in  New  York  state  for  a 
time,  and  in  1879  settled  at  Edinburg,  Portage 
countw  By  her  previous  marriage  she  had 
one  child,  Minnie  Martin.  Her  union  with  Mr. 
Shilliday  occurred  in  April,  1878.  Altogether, 
he  has  raised  twelve  children ;  and  what  is  more 
remarkable — they  are  all  alive.  He  has  also 
five  grandchildren,  and  there  is  therefore  no 
immediate  prospect  of  the  family  name  perish- 
ing from  the  earth.  Its  worthy  representative 
of  this  sketch  is  a  well  known  Republican  of- 
ficial of  Edinburg  township,  having  been  trus- 
tee for  six  years  and  also  served  as  school  di- 
rector and  supervisor.  His  religious  belief  is 
that  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Elmer  F.  Cotton. — Among  the  native  born 
citizens  of  Lorain  county,  distinguished  alike 
for  their  personal  integrity  and  worth,  and  for 
the  honored  ancestry  from  which  they  trace 
their  descent,  is  Elmer  F.  Cotton,  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  successful  agriculturists 
of  Sheffield  township,  now  serving  as  president 
of  the  Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society,  a 
position  to  which  he  was  elected  in  January, 
1909.  Born  in  Sheffield  township,  June  20, 
1856,  on  the  homestead  of  his  father,  Newton 
L.  Cotton,  he  comes  from  pioneer  stock,  his 
grandfather  George  Washington  Cotton,  hav- 
ing settled  in  Lorain  county  while  this  section 
of  the  W'estern  Reserve  was  yet  in  its  primeval 
wildness. 

Benjamin  Noyes  Cotton,  great-grandfather 
of  Elmer  F.  Cotton,  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  for  many  years  he  was  prominent 
in  local  and  state  affairs.  He  was  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  standing  with  General  War- 
ren at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  spending 
the  winter  at  Valley  Forge  with  Washington. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  eight  long 
years,  and  was  present  when  Washington  de- 
livered his  farewell  address.  Four  times  he 
represented  his  district  in  the  New  Hampshire 
legislature,  and  was  familiarly  known  as  "Old 
Seventy-Six."  In  1836  he  came  with  his  wife 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  later  removed  with 
her  tn  Wayne  county,  where  both  spent  their 
remaining  days,  both  attaining  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  George  Washington  Cotton 
was  born  in  Warren,  New  Hampshire,  and  in 
1814  left  home  in  search  of  fortune.  Journeying 
westward  on  foot,  he  first  stopped  in  Tmxton. 
New  York,  from  there  coming  to  Ohio,  paying 
his  way  the  entire  distance  by  driving  and  car- 
ing for  cattle.    He  lived  for  awhile  in  Sheffield 
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township,  but  after  his  marriage  settled  in 
Elyria  township,  Lorain  county,  where  he  re- 
claimed a  fine  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and 
there  resided  until  his  death,  in  1865.  He  mar- 
ried, in  Sheffield  township,  Rachel  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
and  died  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1850. 
Rachel  Smith's  father,  Joshua  Smith,  came  to 
Lorain  county  in  1812,  and  his  death  the  fol- 
lowing year,  was  the  first  death  of  a  white  man 
in  the  county. 

Newton  L.  Cotton  was  born  October  15, 
1829,  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
became  finely  educated  for  his  time,  attending 
the  district  schools  of  Elyria  township,  and  the 
old  Elyria  Academy.  After  teaching  school 
for  a  time  in  Avon  township  he  removed  to 
Illinois,  for  two  years  residing  in  Kendall 
county.  Returning  to  Lorain  county  after  his 
western  experience,  he  enlisted,  August  6, 
1862,  from  Sheffield  township,  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and 
was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Mitchell,  Kentucky, 
Septemoer  7,  1862.  With  his  comrades  he  took 
part  in  many  engagements,  including  among 
others  those  at  Blue  Springs,  Tennessee,  Arm- 
strong Hill,  Resaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Siege 
of  Atlanta  and  Spring  Hill,  Georgia.  After 
the  Atlanta  campaign  the  colonel  of  his  regi- 
ment was  made  provost  marshal  general  of  the 
department,  under  General  SchofiekL  and  the 
regiment  was  assigned  as  headquarters  guard 
for  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  which  moved  from 
Florence,  Tennessee,  to  Cincinnati,  thence  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  from  there  going  by 
steamer  to  Fort  Fisher,  thence  through  Wil- 
mington and  Goldsboro  to  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina.  At  Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  23,  1865, 
he  was  mustered  out  of  service,  and  was  soon 
actively  engaged  in  farming  once  more  in  Shef- 
field township.  From  1882  until  1905  he  was 
a  resident  of  Amherst  township,  but  he  after- 
wards made  his  home  in  Sheffield  township 
until  his  death.  September  11,  1909.  His  fu- 
neral, under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  tin-  Republic,  was  very  large,  among  those 
attending  having  been  the  late  General  "Jack" 
Casement,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  thirty  members 
of  his  regihienl  and  titty  members  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Newton  L.  Cotton  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Lorain  County  Farmers'  Institute 
Association,  of  which  he  served  at  different 
times  as  president  and  secretary. 

(  >n  November  27,  185 1,  he  married  Caroline 
M.  Hecock,  who  was  born  February  14.  1831. 


in  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Hecock,  who 
located  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county, 
in  1834.  George  W.  Hecock,  who  served  in 
the  war  of  1812  as  a  drummer  boy,  died  Octo- 
ber 11,  1876,  surviving  his  wife  one  year,  she 
having  died  September  11,  1875.  His  father, 
Silas  Hecock,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  was  the 
father  of  his  wife.  Politically  a  Republican, 
Newton  L.  Cotton  served  as  trustee  of  Sheffield 
township  several  terms,  and  for  many  years 
was  justice  of  the  peace.  He  belonged  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  at  Elyria.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  name- 
ly :  Clara  M.,  wife  of  C.  Thomas  Foote,  of  . 
Lorain ;  Elmer  F. ;  Cora  B.,  wife  of  William 
E.  Hart,  M.  D.,  of  Elyria;  Nellie  B„  wife  of 
Stillman  Cotton,  of  Cleveland ;  Lillie  D.,  twin 
sister  of  Nellie  B.,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years ;  Martha  R.,  wife  of  Charles  Straw,  of 
Elyria  township ;  Ina  S.  married  Frederick 
Avery,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  Minnie  L.  married 
Samuel  Bawden,  a  missionary  in  India. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  Elmer  F. 
Cotton  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Sheffield  township, 
completing  it  at  the  Elyria  high  school.  A  life- 
long farmer,  he  is  exceedingly  skilful  and  sys- 
tematic in  his  agricultural  undertakings,  and 
ranks  high  among  the  progressive  and  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community.  "Ridgeview 
Farm."  the  beautiful  estate  which  he  owns  and 
occupies,  contains  thirty-six  acres  of  choice 
land,  which  he  cultivates  with  both  profit  and 
pleasure.  For  the  past  sixteen  years  Mr.  Cot- 
ton has  served  ably  and  acceptably  as  trustee 
of  Sheffield  township,  and  for  a  long  time  has 
been  a  school  director.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  local  grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
with  which  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
in  an  official  capacity  for  a  full  quarter  of  a 
century.  For  six  years  he  was  a  director  of  . 
the  Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society,  which 
he  is  now  serving  as  president.  He  is  secretary 
of  the  Lorain  County  Farmers'  Institute  Asso- 
ciation, and  has  been  president  of  that  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  Cotton  married  Lydia  M.  Wilford,  who 
was  born  in  Juneau  county,  Wisconsin,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Charlotte  Wilford. 
Three  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cotton,  namely:  Effie  M.,  wife  of 
Floyd  P.  Moulton,  of  Sheffield  township  ;  Leon 
W.,  and  Luella  B.    True  to  the  religious  faith 
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in  which  he  was  reared,  Mr.  Cotton  is  a  con 
sistent  member  of  the  Lorain  First  Baptist 
church,  to  which  his  family  likewise  belong 
and  of  which  he  is  senior  deacon.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Grange  and  in  1910  served 
as  deputy  master  of  the  State  Grange  for  Lo- 
rain county.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State 
Horticultural  Society. 


Allen  M.  Beans. — A  substantial  agricul- 
turist of  Randolph  township,  Portage  county, 
Allen  M.  Beans  is  also  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  a  well  known  public  official  of  that 
section.  He  is  a  son  of  Allen  and  Rachel 
(Beans)  Beans,  born  January  24,  1853,  and 
his  parents  are  natives  of  Scotland.  His  father 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  when  a  young 
man,  and  in  October,  1862,  joined  the  Union 
army  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  First  Ohio 
Light  Artillery. 

Allen  M.,  of  this  sketch,  left  home  when 
only  twelve  years  of  age  and  located  in  Ran- 
dolph township  as  a  farm  band,  working  by  the 
month.  He  was  thus  employed  at  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Emma  A.  Johnson,  October  8,  1877, 
but  afterward  continued  his  calling  on  a  more 
independent  basis,  as  befitted  one  in  his  new 
role.  In  1887  he  purchased  the  farm  of  seven- 
ty-nine acres  in  Randolph  township  which  he 
still  owns  and  operates  and  which  is  the  main 
feature  of  his  comfortable  homestead.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  educated  in  Randolph 
township  and  are  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  church.  They  have  three  children — 
Leora  G.,  who  married  Harvey  J.  Dibble,  a 
resident  of  Randolph  township  and  has  one 
child,  Chester  H. ;  Charles  M.,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  the  township,  father  of  Harlow 
St.  Clair  and  Don  D.  Beans  ;  and  Searl  F. 

Mrs.  Beans,  who  was  born  August  22,  1855, 
is  a  daughter  of  John  Y.  and  Esther  M. 
(Shewell)  Johnson,  both  natives  of  Randolph 
township.  Mr.  Beans  is  not  only  a  progressive 
farmer,  but  lias  long  been  influential  in  Repub- 
lican politics  and  public  affairs,  having  served 
both  as  assessor  and  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. 

William  (i.  Siiii.i.ihw. — One  mile  south- 
east of  Edinhurg,  Portage  county,  situated  on 
the  Diagonal  road,  is  the  large  ami  beautiful 
country  place  owned  by  William  ( i.  Shilliday, 
a  prosperous  and  intelligent  Irish-American 
fanner,  who  came  to  that  locality  with  his  par- 
ents when  a  boy.     By  the  continuous  exercise 


-  of  industry,  care  and  practical  knowledge,  he 
has  attained  a  substantial  position  in  the  com- 
munity, in  which  his  independence  is  crowned 
by  the  general  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  all 
his  associates.  Mr.  Shilliday  was  born  in  Ells- 
worth, Manoning  county,  April. n,  1852,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Martha  J.  (Wright)  Shil- 
liday, natives  of  Ireland.  The  family  first  lo- 
cated at  Canfield,  Trumbull  county ;  afterward 
moved  to  Lorain  county,  and  thence  to  Edin- 
burg,  where  a  tract  of '180  acres  was  selected 
for  the  homestead,  the  land  being,  in  Edinhurg 
and  Atwater  townships  on  the  line. 

In  the  district  school  of  that  locality,  William 
G.  obtained  his  education,  and  resided  on  the 
home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  then  learned  the  potter's  trade,  but 
returned  to  his  father's  farm  and  worked  for 
some  time  prior  to  his  marriage  in  1881.  For 
the  succeeding  eight  years  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  James  Reed,  at  Deerfield,  and  then 
bought  the  103  acres  of  land  near  Edinburgh, 
which  the  labors  of  himself  and  wife  for  the 
past  twenty  years  have  transformed  into  a  val- 
uable farm  and  a  charming  home. 

On  June  25,  1881,  Mr.  Shilliday  wedded. 
Miss  Jennie  Baldwin,  and  their  son,  Clarence, 
born  June  25  of  the  following  year,  is  taking 
a  very  thorough  classical  course  in  the  college 
at  Athens,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Shilliday  was  edu- 
born  in  that  part  of  Portage  county  August  21, 
1855.  She  is  widely  known  as  a-  lover  and 
a  successful  grower  of  rare  plants,  her  tastes 
in  that  direction  going,  far  in  the  creation  of 
the  attractions  which  attach  to  the  Shilliday 
place.  For  the  past  thirty  years  her  family 
(the  Baldwins)  have  maintained  most  enjoy- 
able and  interesting  reunions  and  Mrs.  Shilli- 
day has  long  been  secretary  of  the  organization 
which  keeps  them  alive.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  are  active  in  its  work,  as  well  as 
the  centers  of  open,  unaffected  and  pleasing 
hospitality. 

William  G.  Byers,  a  prosperous  farmer,  an 
ex-soldier  and  a  good  citizen  of  Edinhurg 
township.  Portage  county,  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  at  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana  county,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Stitzell)  Byers,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Something  like  a  century  ago  his 
paternal  grandfather,  Fred  Byers,  migrated 
from  his  home  in  that  state  and  after  making 
an  overland  journey  through  .the  forests  of 
northwestern    Pennsylvania    and    northeastern 
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Ohio,  located  on  the  present  site  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Ohio.  Settling;  with  his  wife  and  family 
on  a  tract  of  250  acres,  he  commenced  a  long 
career  of  useful  industry,  and  around  his 
household  gathered  other  home-builders  to 
found  what  was  appropriately  named  Freder- 
icksburg. The  maternal  grandparents  (Stitzell) 
were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  located  in 
Pennsylvania.  After  some  years,  the  family 
moved  to  the  western  part  of  the  state,  and 
while  on  the  road  to  Pittsburg  Grandfather 
Stitzell  expired  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
years. 

William  G.  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  joined  the  army  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  The  family  homestead  was  near  Pal- 
myra and  the  boy  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  of  that  place.  In  May,  1861, 
he  entered  the  Union  ranks  and,  under  his  first 
enlistment,  served  until  the  fall  of  1863,  his 
second  enlistment  carrying  him  through  the 
entire  period  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  active- 
ly identified  with  two  branches  of  the  service, 
being  with  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  the 
Sixtieth  Ohio  Infantry.  Mr.  Byers  returned 
home  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  1866,  wedded  Miss  Emeline  Bacon, 
and  from  that  time  he  solely  followed  agri- 
culture. Three  children,  all  living  and  mar- 
ried, were  the  fruits  of  this  union.  John  W., 
George  E.  and  Oscar  A.  Byers  are  also  pros- 
pering in  the  paternal  avocation  and  reside  near 
their  father.  Mrs.  Byers  was  born  at  Palmyra 
June  2,  1839,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Gustavus 
and  Christina  (Woodard)  Bacon,  natives  of 
Vermont  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  In 
1800  the  families  became  established  at  Pal- 
myra and  the  old  Bacon  homestead,  consisting 
of  160  acres,  is  still  in  the  family.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Byers  is  a  Republican,  and  in  his  fraternal 
connections  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 

Edward  E.  Lawrence. — A  leading  business 
man  and  popular  citizen  of  Fairport,  Lake 
county,  where  he  is  head  of  the  Marine  Supply 
Company,  the  largest  concern  of  its  kind  on  the 
Great  Lake--.  Edward  E.  Lawrence  exemplifies 
in  marked  degree  the  progressive  spirit  so  char- 
acteristic of  America  in  this  opening  decade 
of  the  twentieth  century,  and  he  is  thoroughly 
appreciative  of  .and  loyal  to  American  insti- 
tutions, though  he  is  a  native  of  "the  right 
little,  tight  little  isle,"  as  Max  O'Rell  has  been 
pleased  to  designate  England. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  born  at   Weston-Super- 


Mare,  Somersetshire,  England,  on  February 
14,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Marv 
Lawrence,  who  are  now  both  deceased.  Mr. 
Lawrence  was  afforded  the  advantages  or 
Clarence  school,  a  well  ordered  institution  in 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  in  which 
he  there  continued  for  two  years.  He  then,  in 
1884,  came  to  America  and'  soon  after  his  ar- 
rival he  located  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  for  two  years  manager  for  a 
large  wholesale  meat  concern.  He  then  re- 
turned to  England,  where  he  remained  about 
one  year,  and  upon  coming  again  to  America 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Fairport,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  in  which  he 
soon  built  up  a  large  local  trade,  besides  cater- 
ing especially  to  the  demands  of  the  numerous 
vessels  securing  supplies  at  this  port.  He  also 
conducted  for  some  time  a  branch  establish- 
ment at  Conneaut  Harbor.  In  1903  he  secured 
the  controlling  interest  in  the  Marine  Supply 
Company,  which  handles  all  kinds  of  merchan- 
dise for  lake  vessels,  and  in  this  connection,  as 
already  stated,  he  has  built  up  the  most  exten- 
sive business  of  its  kind  on  the  lakes,  even  in 
opposition  to  the  great  metropolitan  ports.  He 
is  a  man  of  much  initiative  and  administrative 
power,  and  his  success  represents  the  diametri- 
cal results  of  his  well  directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Lawrence  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all 
that  touches  the  welfare  of  his  attractive  little 
home  city,  and  here  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  serve  in  various  public  offices  of  trust.  He 
is  president  of  the  Fairport  board  of  education 
and  also  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Painesville 
township.  In  politics  he  gives  his  allegiance 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  served  as  vice- 
president  of  the  Painesville  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  is  now  director  of  the  same  and 
he  has  various  capitalistic  interests  aside  from 
those  represented  in  the  enterprise  mentioned, 
and  is  the  owner  of  valuable  realty  in  Fair- 
port.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which 
last  organization  he  was  formerly  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  major  in  the  uniform  rank.  He 
is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  and  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Congregational  church,  to  the  support  of  each 
of  which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor. 

In  the  year  1892  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage <>f  Mr.  Lawrence  to  Miss  Jennie  Harder, 
and  they  have  two  children,  namely :  Edward 
and    Ethel.      He   and   his   wife   are   prominent 
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in  connection  with  the  social  activities  of  Fair- 
port,  where  both  enjoy  the  most  unqualified 
popularity.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Good 
Roads  Society. 

Charlie  W.  Genung. — This  representative 
business  man  of  Madison  township,  Lake  coun- 
ty, is  engaged  in- the  manufacturing  of  a  varied 
line  of  garden  implements,  in  which  industrial 
enterprise  he  succeeded  his  honored  father, 
and  he  resides  upon  the  old  homestead,  one 
mile  north  of  the  village  of  Madison.  His  well 
equipped  shop  is  located  on  this  homestead 
place,  which  comprises  five  acres.  He  is  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  third  generation  of  one  of 
the  well  known  pioneer  families  of  Lake  coun- 
ty, with  whose  annals  the  name  has  been  identi- 
fied for  more  than  seventy-five  years,  and  the 
family  was  founded  in  America  in  the  early 
colonial  days. 

Amos  Genung,  grandfather  of  him  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Morris 
county,  New  Jersey,  on  October  18,  1786,  and 
died  in  Madison  township,  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
on  Christmas  day  of  the  year  1855.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Yates  county,  New  York,  becoming  one  of 
its  pioneer  settlers  and  serving  as  its  first 
sheriff.  He  was  a  cripple  from  his  boyhood 
days,  as  he  lost  a  leg  when  eleven  years  of  age, 
as  the  result  of  a  fever  sore.  In  1836  he  came 
from  Penn  Yan,  Yates  county,  to  Ohio,  and 
located  in  Lake  county,  as  a  pioneer  of  Madi- 
son township.  In  1836  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  vicinity  of  what  was  known  as 
Areola  Furnace,  this  township,  and  he  passed 
the  residue  of  his  life  in  this  township.  He 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  was  also  a  success- 
ful teacher  when  a  young  man.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Belknap,  was  a 
native  of  Penn  Yan,  New  York. 

Amos  Genung  was  a  son  of  Cornelius  Ge- 
nung, of  Morris  county.  New  Jersey,  who  was 
a  son  of  Thomas  Genung,  born  in  Flushing, 
Long  Island,  where  the  family  originally  set- 
tled upon  coming  to  America.  Jeremiah,  father 
of  Thomas,  was  a  son  of  John  Genung,  a 
French  Huguenot,  who,  fleeing  from  his  native 
land  to  escape  the  persecutions  incidental  to 
the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  finally 
found  hospice  in  America,  where  he  was  the 
founder  of  a  family  which  now  has  representa- 
tives in  the  most  diverse  sections  of  the  Union. 
Amos  Genung,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
the  Western  Reserve,  removed  in  1838  to  what 
is  known  as  Genung's  Corners.     At  that  time 


this  was  the  center  of  the  township,  and  the 
town  house  stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  from  his  house.  Genung's  Corners  is  one 
mile  north  of  the  village  of  Madison,  and  here 
his  grandson  now  resides,  and  this  constituted 
the  home  of  Amos  Genung  until  his  death,  the 
locality  having  received  his  name  from  collo- 
quial usage. 

William  Genung,  son  of  Amos  and  Polly 
(Belknap)  Genung,  was  born  October  5,  1830, 
at  Jemsetam  Hill,  Yates  county,  New  York, 
and  thus  he  was  a  child  at  the  time  of  the 
family  removal  to  Lake  county,  Ohio.  From 
the  age  of  eight  years  until  his  death  he  main- 
tained his  home  on  the  little  tract  of  land  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Charlie  W.  He 
gained  his  early  educational  discipline  in  the 
pioneer  schools  and  in  his  youth  learned  the 
trade  of  machinist  and  foundryman.  His  elder 
brother,  Almon,  had  here  started  a  small  foun- 
dry, and  William,  when  but  fifteen  years  of 
age,  began  work  in  this  little  establishment, 
where  he  developed  and  perfected  his  natural 
mechanical  skill  and  ability.  He  eventually  suc- 
ceeded his  brother  in  the  ownership  of  the 
foundry,  and  for  many  years  he  was  here  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  of  plows,  as  well 
as  minor  farm  implements,  besides  conducting 
a  general  repair  shop.  Finally  he  invented  and 
patented  a  garden-seed  drill,  and  of  this  device 
he  continued  to  be  a  successful  manufacturer 
until  his  death.  He  had  equipped  his  foundry 
with  machinery  and  engaged,  in  general  shop 
worK,  and  so  the  establishment  was  practically 
well  equipped  for  the  manufacturing  of  his 
drills,  which  are  still  manufactured  by  the  son, 
Charlie  W.  Genung  of  this  sketch,  and  which 
find  a  ready  demand  throughout  a  wide  trade 
territory,  the  products  being  sold  in  the  most 
widely  separated  countries  of  the  world.  Will- 
iam ( ienung  took  out  several  patents  on  his 
drill,  having  made  improvements  on  the  orig- 
inal design,  and  he  was  also  the  inventor  of 
other  mechanical  devices  of  valuable  order.  He 
was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  ever  com- 
manded the  unequivocal  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  virtually  his  entire  life  was 
passed  and  to  whose  interests  he  was  ever 
loyal. 

In  politics  William  Genung  was  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
served  nearly  twenty  years  in  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  his  administration  being  such 
as  to  make  the  position  justify  its  name.  He 
was  a  lifelong  and  zealous  member  of  the  First 
Baptist    church   of    Madison,    whose     church 
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building  stands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
from  his  old  home.  The  frame  for  this  build- 
ing was  raised  the  day  he  was  six  years  old. 
He  was  affiliated  with  the  time-honored  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  in  which  he  completed  the 
circle  of  the  York  Rite  bodies,  having  been 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  Eagle  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  in  Painesville,  the 
county  seat.  He  was  a  man  of  genial  pres- 
ence and  won  to  himself  loyal  and  enduring 
friendships.  He  was  long  known  as  an  expert 
shot,  and  was  the  inventor  of  a  breech-loading 
gun,  upon  which  he,  unfortunately,  never  se- 
cured letters  patent. 

On  October  27,  1853,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  William  Genung  to  Miss  Martha 
Pancost.  who  was  born  in  Madison  township, 
on  August  18,  1834.  and  who  now  resides  in 
the  home  of  her  youngest  daughter,  in  Hud- 
son, Summit  county.  Ohio.  Her  father.  Dr. 
Samuel  G.  Pancost,  was  born  in  Xew  York 
City  and  was  one  of  the  foremost  representa- 
tives of  the  dental  profession  in  his  day.  He 
was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  the  city  of  Savannah  and  prac- 
ticed principally  in  Georgia.  He  became  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in  Madison  township, 
Lake  county.  Ohio,  whence  he  eventually  re- 
moved to  Painesville,  in  which  city  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Following  are  brief  data  concerning  the 
children  of  William  and  Martha  (Pancost) 
Genung:  Kate  is  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Strock,  a 
representative  farmer  of  Madison  township ; 
Charlie  W.,  of  this  review,  was  the  next  in  or- 
der of  birth ;  Caroline  E.  is  the  wife  of  Delos 
Bates,  who  is  a  farmer  and  saw-mill  operator 
of  Madison  township ;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  R. 
Stewart,  of  San  Bernardino,  California :  Mat- 
tie  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ;  and  Ger- 
trude is  the  wife  of  Wallace  J.  Parmalee,  a 
farmer  of  Hudson,  Summit  county,  Ohio. 

Charlie  W.  Genung  was  born  in  the  home- 
stead in  which  he  now  resides,  in  Madison 
township,  on  May  11,  1857,  and  his  early  edu- 
cational training,  was  secured  in  the  public 
schools  of  Madison  and  Madison  Seminary.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  in  1886,  he  went 
td  Arizona,  where  he  continued  to  he  identified 
with  mining  enterprises  for  the  ensuing  five 
year-,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned 
to  the  parental  home  and  assumed  charge  of 
his  father's  shop,  of  which  he  had  supervision 
during  the  last  year  of  the  latter's  life.  Since 
the  death  of  his  honored  father  he  has  con- 
tinued the  business  with  success,  manufactur- 


ing the  garden-seed  drill  invented  by  his  father, 
together  with  a  full  line  of  other  garden  imple- 
ments. The  products  are  of  the  best  grade  and 
the  business  shows  a  constantly  cumulative 
tendency.  He  is  a  progressive  business  man 
and  is  a  citizen  who  is  held  in  high  esteem  in 
his  native  county.  His  political  proclivities  are 
indicated  by  the  loyal  support  winch  he  accords 
to  the  cause  of  the  best  men,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  same  Baptist  church 
of  which  his  paternal  grandfather  was  one  of 
the  founders,  as  well  as  a  trustee,  and  Mr. 
Genung  himself  is  at  the  present  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  this  church. 

On  January  26,  1899.  Mr.  Genung.  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Fox,  a 
daughter  of  Emory  and  Eliza  Fox,  of  Troy 
township,  Geauga  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Genung  have  two  children. — William  and 
Mattie. 

James  C.  Reynolds,  of  Ravenna  township 
and  one  of  its  native  sons,  born  on  July  14, 
1861,  is  a  son  of  James  and  Susan  (Clarke) 
Reynolds,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  the  father 
born  in  County  Leitrim  and  the  mother  in 
County  Antrim.  In  1849  James  Reynolds 
came  from  his  native  land  to  the  United  States, 
and  finally  locating  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he 
was  married  there  in  1859  to  Susan  Clarke. 
She  had  come  from  Ireland  to  Canada  with 
her  parents  about  the  year  of  1839,  when  she 
was  but  a  year  old.  During  many  years  of  his 
life  James  Reynolds  was  employed  as  a  rail- 
road builder  for  the  different  railroad  com- 
panies of  the  country,  including  the  Chicago 
and  Pacific  road  and  the  Atlantic  and  Great 
Western  road,  which  later  became  known  as 
the  Erie  railroad.  During  many  years  he  was 
also  the  road  master  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  between  Wheeling  and  Cleveland,  and 
was  serving:  in  that  capacity  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  on  June  12,  1891,  covering  a  period  of 
over  twenty  years  of  faithful  and  efficient 
service.  In  about  the  year  of  1868  he  had 
purchased  land  in  Ravenna  township,  the 
nucleus  of  this  estate  being  116  acres,  but  with 
the  passing  years  he  added  to  his  farm  land 
until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  350 
acres.  He  survived  his  wife  for  many  years, 
for  she  died  in  July  of  1876.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children :  James  C.  who  is  men- 
tioned below :  Robert  F.  and  William,  twins, 
the  former  of  Helena,  Montana,  and  the  latter 
of  Stockton,  California;  Francis  D.,  of  Anis- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


977 


ton,  Alabama ;  and  Henry  T.,  whose  home  is 
also  in  Helena. 

James  C.  Reynolds  attended  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  his  home  community  and 
the  university  at  Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  and 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  work 
as  a  fireman  on  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheel- 
ing railroad,  and  after  three  years  in  that  ca- 
pacity he  became  an  engineer  for  the  Big  Four 
Company  and  was  located  at  Mattoon,  Illinois. 
After  seven  years  tnere  he  gave  up  railroad 
work,  and  returning  to  Ohio  went  into  business 
with  his  father  in  conducting  a  stone  quarry 
in  Harrison  county,  Ohio.  But  in  1904  they 
sold  their  interests  there,  and  Mr.  Reynolds 
then  returned  to  the  old  home  farm  and  has 
ever  since  remained  here.  In  politics  he  sup- 
ports the  principles  of  the  Democracy,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Albert  D.  Greenlee,  prominent  among  the 
farmers  of  Cherry  Valley  township,  is  a  son 
of  Moses  H.  Greenlee  and  a  grandson  on  the 
paternal  side  of  Jacob  D.  Greenlee,  born  at 
Mosiertown  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  22,  1800.  In  the  spring  of 
1834  Jacob  D.  Greenlee  came  to  Ohio  and 
located  in  the  town  of  Amboy,  then  called 
Westville,  and  lived  there  on  a  farm  for  forty 
years,  dying  on  July  12,  1883,  aged  eighty- 
three  years  and  six  months.  His  wife  Rachel, 
nee  Chamberlain,  died  at  Amboy  on  April  16, 
1893.  They  were  married  on  February  23, 
1826,  and  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Ira  C.  who  was  born  October  10, 
1828 ;  Moses,  the  father  of  Albert ;  George  W., 
born  November  1,  1833;  Elizabeth  A.,  October 
10,  1835;  John  Chamberlain,  February  24, 
1837;  Arline  Blanche,  February  22,  1844; 
Philemon  and  Philena,  twins,  born  September 
25,  1846;  Elias,  September  14,  1848;  and  four 
whose  names  are  unattainable. 

Moses  H.  Greenlee,  born  September  14, 
1830,  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  at- 
tended the  high  school  at  Kingsville,  Ohio.  He 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Ashtabula  coun- 
ty when  but  four  years  of  age,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  '60s  he  came  to  Cherry  Valley 
township  and  bought  the  present  Greenlee  farm 
of  118  acres.  He  followed  dairy  farming  prin- 
cipally, also  raised  stock  for  the  market,  and 
he  died  in  Cherry  Valley  township  on  March 
20,  1881,  from  illness  contracted  in  the  Civil 
war.  He  enlisted  for  service  on  March  22, 
1865,  entering-  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 


after  spending  some  time  in  the  hospital  at 
Camp  Bradford,  Maryland,  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  illness  on  July  31,  1865.  lie  had 
married  on  January  27,  1858,  Helen  Lindsley, 
from  Andover  township,  and  their  children 
are:  Eliza  R.,  born  March  30,  i860,  who  mar- 
ried Judson  Yeoman,  of  Cherry  Valley  town- 
ship, and  they  have  three  children,  Millicent, 
Clyde  and  Ralph ;  Albert,  was  the  second  born ; 
and  Edward,  born  July  27,  1868,  married  Ida 
Pershing  and  died  March  12,  1899.  Moses  H. 
Greenlee  was  a  member  of  the  Grange,  of  the 
Republican  party  and  of  the  Baptist  church. 
His  wtdow  now  resides  with  her  son  Albert. 

Albert  D.  Greenlee  was  born  September  17, 
1861,  and  received  a  district  school  education, 
and  he  remained  on  his  fatheFs  farm  and  as- 
sisted with  its  work  until  moving  to  a  place  of 
his  own.  He  is  a  dairy  farmer,  and  is  also  the 
present  trustee  of  his  township.  He  has  also 
served  as  an  assessor  and  as  a  school  director, 
and  his  politics  are  Republican.  He  married 
on  July  1,  1892,  Nellie  Denslow,  who  was  born 
at  Cherry  Valley  March  22,  1868,  a  daughter 
of  Frank  and  Josie  (Witter)  Denslow,  and  a 
son,  Boyd  Greenlee,  was  born  to  them  on  July 
18,  1900.  Albert  D.  Greenlee  is  a  member 
of  the  order  of  Maccabees,  and  he  is  truly  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  Cherry  Valley 
township. 

John  W.  Strickland,  a  Ravenna  township 
agriculturist,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ravenna 
June  29,  1871,  and  is  a  member  of  one  of 
the  earliest  and  most  prominent  of  its  pioneers. 
Willis  Strickland,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
was  born  on  June  10,  1801,  in  Sandisfield, 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  in  1827 
he  married  Lucy  Hawley.  In  June  of  1839 
they  came  to  Windham  township  of  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  where  this  wife  died  in  January, 
1841,  leaving  three  children,  who  are  all  now 
deceased.  He  then  married  in  June  of  1841 
Mrs.  Caroline  Gardner,  from  New  Lebanon, 
New  York,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  who  are  also  now  deceased. 
This  wife  died  in  January,  1866,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing. September  Willis  Strickland  wedded 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Richards,  who  by  her  former 
marriage,  had  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Milton  R.  Furry.  This  daughter  resides  in 
Spokane,  Washington.  In  April  of  1855  Wil- 
lis and  Caroline  Strickland  came  to  Ravenna, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  was  an 
active  public  worker,  a  farmer  and  a  live  stock 
dealer.      Before   leaving   his   native    state    of 
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Massachusetts  he  served  as  a  postmaster  and 
also  as  a  representative  in  the  legislature,  anil 
after  his  identification  with  the  interests  of 
Ravenna  he  was  twice  elected  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  was  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Ravenna.  In  July, 
1875,  in  company  with  N.  D.  Clark,  he  went  to 
Dakota  and  exchanged  $125,000  in  Northern 
Pacific  railroad  bonds  owned  by  themselves 
and  other  citizens  of  Portage  county  for  land 
in  Cass  county,  and  that  proved  a  good  invest- 
ment. Mr.  Strickland  died  in  the  faith  of  the 
Disciple  church  in  April,  1890. 

George.  Strickland,  one  of  the  three  children 
of  Willis  and  Caroline  (Gardner)  Strickland, 
was  born  in  Windham  township,  Portage  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  June  26,  1843,  an^  m  Ravenna  in 
August  of  1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Lucretia  Welton,  a  member  of  another  of 
its  pioneer  families.  She  was  born  in  this  city 
on  May  16,  1845,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Eunice  (Oviatt)  Welton,  born  respectively  in 
Watertown,  Connecticut,  and  in  Hudson,  Por- 
tage county,  Ohio,  and  they  lived  here  when 
the  Indians  were  among,  the  community's  most 
numerous  residents.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Strickland  took  up  their  abode  on  his 
father's  homestead  just  north  of  the  city  of 
Ravenna,  and  there  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  and  died,  the  husband  and  father 
on  March  22,  1903,  and  the  wife  on  December 
30,  1907.  Their  children  were:  John  W.,  who 
is  mentioned  below  ;  George  W.,  who  was  born 
on  October  19,  1875,  and  he  resides  with  his 
brother  at  the  old  home ;  Eunice  C,  born  on 
July  29,  1877,  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Ravenna ;  and  Charlotte  Jenette,  born  June 
3,  1879,  is  an  accountant  in  the  Loomis  Sani- 
tarium at  Loomis,  New  York. 

John  W.  Strickland,  the  eldest  son  of  George 
and  Lucretia  Strickland,  supplemented  his  pub- 
lic and  high  school  training  in  Ravenna  by 
a  one  year's  attendance  at  the  Hudson  Western 
Reserve  Academy,  and  his  home  has  always 
been  on  the  old  parental  farm,  a  valuable  tract 
of  125  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
or  in  pasture  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five 
acres  of  timber.  During  three  years,  begin- 
ning in  1896,  he  was  a  fireman  on  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  railroad,  but  with  the  exception 
of  this  brief  period  his  life's  work  has  been  on 
the  farm.  In  company  with  his  brother  he 
conducts  a  dairy  of  twenty  cows,  and  in  Jan- 
uary of  [907  they  organized  a  milk  route  in 
Ravenna,  and  now  have  one  of  the  largest 
trades  in  this  line  in  the  city.     This  business 


is  carried  on  in  connection  with  their  general 
farming. 

George  W.  Strickland  married  on  April  10, 
1907,  Zora  Dronberger.  who  was  born  in 
Rootstown  township,  Portage  county,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  R.  and  Mattion  (Warren) 
Dronberger,  the  father  born  in  Rootstown 
township  and  the  mother  in  Chardon,  Ohio, 
and  she  is  now  living  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania. John  W.  Strickland  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  225,  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  Ra- 
venna, of  Unity  Lodge  No.  12,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  Tyrian  Chapter  No.  96,  R.  A.  M. 

Maxwell  G.  Garrison. — A  native  son  of 
Portage  county  who  has  here  attained  to  pre- 
cedence as  a  representative  business  man  and 
progressive  citizen  is  the  present  cashier  of  the 
City  Banking  Company,  of  Kent,  where  his 
popularity  is  measured  only  by  the  roster  of  his 
acquaintances. 

Maxwell  Graham  Garrison  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Portage  county,  on  April 
12,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Hannah 
(  Walker)  Garrison,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
latter  in  Summit  county,  Ohio.  When  James 
Garrison  was  a  child  the  family  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
settled  in  Deerfield  township,  where  his  father, 
Joseph  Garrison,  reclaimed  and  developed  a 
good  farm  and  passed  the  residue  of  his  life, 
having  been  one  of  the  sterling  pioneers  of 
that  section  of  the  county.  In  Deerfield  town- 
ship James  Garrison  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  home  farm  and  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  those  afforded  in  the  pioneer 
schools.  In  that  township  his  marriage  was 
solemnized  and  about  1850  he  removed  to 
Franklin  township,  where  he  continued  to  be 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  He 
was  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor  in  all  the 
relations  of  life  and  held  a  secure  place  in  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
1  li>  widow  long  survived  him  and  lived  to  at- 
tain the  extremely  venerable  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  attained 
years  of  maturity  and  of  whom  three  are  now 
living,  Maxwell  (',.  of  this  review  being  the 
fifth  child  and  third  son.  The  parents  were 
devout  members  of  the  Christian  church  and 
the  father  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  pro- 
clivities. 

Maxwell    G.    Garrison   passed   his   boyhood 
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and  youth  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Frank- 
lin township,  and  after  completing  the  curri- 
culum of  the  district  schools  he  was  matricu- 
lated in  Hiram  College,  in  which  historic  insti- 
tution of  the  Western  Reserve  he  was  a  stu- 
dent. After  leaving  school  he  began  reading 
law  under  effective  preceptorship  and  in  1876 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Kent,  where  he 
continued  to  devote  his  attention  to  this  voca- 
tion until  June,  1S81.  when  he  was  elected 
cashier  of  the  City  Banking  Company,  of 
which  office  he  has  since  continued  incumbent. 
He  is  a  capable  and  popular  executive  and  it 
is  in  large  measure  due  to  his  discriminating 
administration  that  the  institution  has  gained 
so  marked  a  prestige  as  one  of  the  solid  and 
successful  banking  concerns  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  He  is  virtually  the  executive  head 
of  the  bank  and  gives  his  personal  supervision 
to  all  details  of  its  management.  The  insti- 
tution is  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$25,000  and  now  maintains  a  surplus  fund  of 
$10,000.  Mr.  Garrison  is  also  president  of  the 
Seneca  Chair  Company,  which  is  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $300,000  and  which  has 
large  and  finely  equipped  factories  both  in 
Kent  and  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  The  company 
gives  employment  to  about  700  persons  and 
the  enterprise  is  one  of  the  important  indus- 
tries of  the  state.  Mr.  Garrison  is  also  one  of 
the  principal  stockholders  of  the  Kent  Ma- 
chine Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  and 
he  is  a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  Por- 
tage Savings  &  Loan  Company,  of  Ravenna. 
He  is  one  of  the  aggressive  and  successful 
business  men  of  this  section  of  the  state  and 
his  executive  talent  has  done  much  to  forward 
the  interests  of  the  various  corporations  with 
which  he  is  identified  and  incidentally  to 
further  the  progress  and  material  prosperity 
of  his  home  city,  county  and  state. 

In  politics  Mr.  Garrison  accords  an  un- 
wavering allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  as  a  loyal  and  progressive  citizen  he  mani- 
fests a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a  local 
order.  He  served  a  number  of  years  as  treas- 
urer of  the  city  of  Kent  and  for  four  years 
was  incumbent  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of 
Portage  county, — preferments  which  well  indi- 
cate the  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  in  the  county  which  has  ever  represented 
his  home.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  local  lodge 
and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  the  year  1873  was  recorded  the  marriage 


of  Mr.  Garrison  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Peck, 
daughter  of  Rufus  H.  Peck,  of  Portage  coun- 
ty, and  concerning  the  five  children  of  this 
union  the  following  brief  data  are  given :  Ruth 
is  the  wife  of  Harry  C.  Callinan,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Franklin  township,  Portage  county ; 
Bessie  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Reed,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  at  Akron,  Ohio ; 
Charles  is  chief  engineer  of  the  water-works 
plant  in  Ravenna ;  Guy  is  a  locomotive  fireman 
on  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  as  is 
also  Iliff,  the  youngest  of  the  children. 

S.  F.  MacDonald,  president  of  the  Ashta- 
bula Hide  and  Leather  Company  and  a  leading 
citizen  of  business,  financial  and  public  affairs, 
is  an  ardent  representative  of  the  policy  of 
leaving  nothing  to  chance.  "Be 'prepared — 
then  go  ahead"  means  with  his  class  not  only 
a  thorough  practical  training  in  whatever  field 
is  to  be  occupied,  but  a  broad  education  from 
the  scientific  standpoint ;  so  that  the  man  shall 
always  be  larger  than  his  business,  and  lead 
it  into  new  avenues  of  development,  instead  of 
being  bound  and  cramped  by  it.  After  years 
of  hard  work  and  the  mastery  of  the  mechan- 
ical part  of  his  business  Mr.  MacDonald  pur- 
sued special  courses  both  in  the  Case  School  of 
Applied  Science  and  the  Western  Reserve  Uni- 
versity, so  that  he  was  fully  prepared  to  seize 
the  natural  opportunities  for  advancement 
which  especially  offered  themselves  after  his 
father's  retirement  in  1891  and  the  death  in 
1903  of  J.  R.  McKay,  these  gentlemen  being 
associated  in  the  founding  of  the  business. 

At  the  reorganization  of  the  company,  under 
its  present  title,  in  1892,  Mr.  MacDonald 
bought  stock  in  the  new  concern,  and  assumed 
a  more  responsible  part  in  the  development  of 
the  business.  He  gradually  advanced  to  the 
presidency,  succeeding  J.  R.  McKay  in  1903, 
and  under  his  energetic  and  enterprising 
management  the  capacity  of  the  manufactory 
has  been  more  than  doubled  and  now  repre- 
sents one  of  the  largest  plants  in  the  world  de- 
voted to  the  specialty  of  carriage  furniture  and 
automobile  leather.  A  foreign  office  is  main- 
tained at  Ely  Place,  Halbom,  E.  C,  London, 
England,  and  the  goods  of  the  concern  have  a 
European  as  well  as  an  American  reputation 
second  to  none  of  their  kind.  The  other  of- 
ficers of  the  Ashtabula  Hide  and  Leather  Com- 
pany are  Charles  H.  Albrecht,  vice  president; 
E.  M.  McKay,  secretary,  and  R.  H.  Pfaff, 
treasurer.  Besides  holding  the  presidency  of 
this  extensive  industry  and  business,  Mr.  Mac- 
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Donald  is  a  director  in  the  National  Bank  of 
Ashtabula,  and  virtually  interested  in  all  the 
industries  which  have  developed  the  place  lo- 
cally and  tended  to  make  it  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  harbors  on  the  great  lakes.  He  is 
a  leading  member  of  the  American  Leather 
Manufacturers'  Association  and  Council  of  In- 
dustry, as  well  as  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Electrical  Engineers  and  the  American  Acad- 
emy of  Social  and  Political  Science.  A  firm, 
working  Republican,  he  wields  a  wholesome 
influence  in  political  and  public  affairs,  having 
served  as  president  of  the  City  Council  for  two 
years  and  is  a  candidate  for  re-election.  He 
is  also  president  of.  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Ash- 
tabula, and  is  known  in  fraternal  circles  as  a 
Mason  and  an  Elk. 

Mr.  MauDonald  is  still  in  his  thirty-seventh 
year,  having  been  born  at  Whitehall,  Michigan, 
on  April  12,  1873,  son  of  J.  R.  MacDonald  and 
wife.  While  he  was  an  infant  the  parents 
moved  upon  a  Nevada  ranch,  where  they  lived 
for  a  number  of  years;  then  located  at  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  where  S.  F.  obtained  a  public 
school  education.  There,  also,  his  father  em- 
barked in  the  leather  business,  but  in  1881 
moved  to  Ashtabula  and  associated  himself 
with  J.  R.  McKay  in  the  establishment  of  the 
house,  which,  in  its  vastly  enlarged  and  its 
modern  form,  is  now  being  conducted  by  the 
son.  The  latter  completed  his  public  school 
course  at  Ashtabula  ;  then  went  into  his  father's 
tannery  and  learned  the  trade;  after  which  he 
broadened  his  education  by  several  years  at  the 
Case  school  and  the  Western  Reserve  Uni- 
versity. The  father  continued  as  a  vital  force 
in  the  progress  of  the  business  until  1891,  when 
he  sold  his  interests  and  retired.  How  the  en- 
terprise which  he  assisted  to  found  has  been 
assumed  and  improved  by  his  son  has  already 
been  told. 

In  1898  S.  F.  MacDonald  married  Miss 
Maud  Harrington,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  four  children, — Dorothy,  Hope,  Jean 
and  James.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Ashtabula. 

Henry  E.  York,  M.  D. — Among  the  able 
representatives  of  the  medical  profession  in 
the  Western  Reserve  is  Dr.  York,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  Fairport  Harbor.  The 
doctor  is  specially  fortified  in  the  scientific  and 
other  technical  learning  of  his  exacting  pro- 
fession, and  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  efforts  as  a  practitioner  offers  the  most 
effective   voucher   for  his  power  of  applying 


his  knowledge  to  the  practical  issues  involved 
in  the  work  of  the  physician  and  surgeon. 

Henry  Edward  York  comes  of  stanch  north 
of  Ireland  lineage.  He  was  born  in  Osgood, 
province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  1  ith  of 
September,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Brown)  York,  natives  of  Belfast, 
Ireland.  The  parents  are  now  both  deceased. 
The  father  followed  the  vocation  of  farming, 
during  the  major  portion  of  his  active  career. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectuality  and  ster- 
ling character,  and  his  name  is  honored  in 
the  community  which  long  represented  his 
home. 

Dr.  York  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
home  farm,  arid  his  early  educational  train- 
ing was  secured  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  province,  after  which  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  Ottawa  Collegiate  Institute,  in 
the  city  of  Ottawa,  where  he  was  a  student 
for  four  years.  He  then  was  matriculated  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  celebrated  Mc- 
Gill  University,  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
Class  of  1894,  and  from  which  he  received  his 
degrees  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Master  of 
Surgery.  After  this  he  came  to  Ohio  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Fairport  Harbor,  in  1894, 
and  here  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  repre- 
sentative professional  business  as  a  general 
practitioner  of  medicine  and  surgery.  For 
eleven  years  he  was  division  surgeon  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Northern  Railroad ;  he 
served  six  years  as  coroner  of  Lake  county, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 
the  Lake  County  Medical  Society  and  other 
professional  organizations.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity,  in 
which  he  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
He  is  progressive  and  public-spirited  as  a  citi- 
zen, and  is  held  in  unqualified  esteem  in  his 
home  city,  in  whose  welfare  he  maintains  a 
deep  interest.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  Republican  party,  of  whose  principles 
he  is  a  stanch  advocate,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  county  committee  of  his  party  for  Lake 
county. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1901,  Dr.  York  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Mer- 
rill, daughter  of  Samuel  Merrill,  a  representa- 
tive farmer  and  honored  citizen  of  Painesville 
township.  Lake  county.  Mrs.  York  was  born 
in  the  western  part  of  the  province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  but  was  a  child  at  the  time  of  her 
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parents'  removal  to  Lake  county,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
York  have  four  children — Jimmie,  Jack,  Wal- 
lace and  Florence  Elizabeth. 

Daniel  Noble  Webster,  whose  death  at 
Conneaut,  January  20,  1892,  closed  a  long 
career  of  nearly  sixty  years  in  that  place,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  the  town  and 
was  closely  identified  with  tne  progress  of 
Conneaut  from  its  village  era  through  its  rise 
to  importance  as  a  commercial  center.  Many 
evidences  of  his  energy  and  business  ability 
are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  city.  His  career  was 
typical  of  the  business  virtues  and  strength  of 
character  which  made  the  successful  men  of 
the  middle  west  during  the  last  century. 

Born  at  Swanton,  Vermont,  July  9,  1816,  he 
became  a  citizen  of  Conneaut  in  his  sixteenth 
year.  In  the  fall  of  1832  his  parents,  John 
and  Charity  Bennett  Webster,  were  en  route 
by  steamer  from  Buffalo  to  the  state  of  Michi- 
gan, when  the  son  Daniel  left  the  family  at 
Erie  and,  walking  the  distance  from  there  to 
Conneaut,  arrived  at  the  scene  of  his  subse- 
quent career  with  the  modest  sum  of  six-pence 
as  working  capital. 

His  first  employment  during  the  winter  was 
as  farm  hand  on  the  Chester  Sanford  farm, 
west  of  the  village.  The  following  spring,  he 
found  employment  in  the  village  as  clerk  in 
the  little  grocery  store  of  Lester  Johnson,  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Harbor 
streets.  After  four  years  his  employer.  Mr. 
Johnson,  fell  dead  behind  his  counter,  and  Mr. 
Webster,  then  barely  twenty-one,  with  the 
savings  he  had  accumulated  and  his  credit  for 
the  balance,  bought  from  the  widow  the  little 
stock  of  groceries. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  business  which 
he  continued  throughout  the  rest  of  his  active 
career,  and  which  became  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  successful  merchandise  houses  in 
Ashtabula  county.  During  the  prosperous 
years  of  the  lake  business  at  this  port  his  trade 
was  particularly  large.  At  that  time  grain, 
wool,  lumber  and  dairy  products  were  brought 
from  a  region  of  many  miles  in  extent  sur- 
rounding Conneaut  in  western  Pennsylvania 
and  eastern  Ohio,  and  shipped  by  lake  to  east- 
ern and  western  markets.  His  enterprise  was 
one  of  the  large  factors  in  this  trade.  As  an 
interesting  item  of  local  history  of  Conneaut. 
may  be  given  in  this  connection  the  names  of 
the  principal  business  men  who  were  contem- 
porary with  Mr.  Webster  at  Conneaut  during 


the  early  fifties.  They  are :  Robert  Lyon,  John 
Reid,  Cyrus  &  J.  B.  Cleveland,  P.  W.  Krick, 
Lake  &  Carpenter,  Milo  Osborne,  Loren  Gould, 
David  Phillips,  James  L.  Webster,  Charles  J. 
Fenton,  Samuel  Fenton,  Charles  Hall,  while 
at  the  harbor  John  H.  Hall  and  John  B.  Lyon 
were  in  the  forwarding  and  commission  busi- 
ness. At  this  period  also  Conneaut  harbor  was 
the  scene  of  great  activity  in  shipbuilding, 
some  of  the  best  vessels  sailing  the  lakes  hav- 
ing been  built  in  the  Conneaut  ship  yard.  Con- 
neaut was  the  home  of  many  lake  captains, 
whose  names  are  familiar  all  along  the  lakes, 
among  them  being  Captains  C.  W.  Appleby, 
M.  Capron,  L.  B.  Goldsmith,  Harrison  Perry, 
Charles  Howard,  Cyrenus  Blood,  James 
Tubbs,  Andrew  Lent,  Orange  Capron,  D.  Wolf 
and  mam'  others. 

Mr.  Webster's  family  was  of  old  New  Eng- 
land stock.  It  is  believed  that  James  Webster, 
his  grandfather,  whose  home  was  at  Winton- 
bury,  Connecticut,  was  descended  from  the 
John  Webster  who  settled  in  Connecticut  about 
1633  and  was  fifth  governor  of  that  colony. 
Anyhow,  this  branch  of  the  family  had  resided 
in  Connecticut  from  colonial  times.  James 
Webster,  the  grandfather,  married  Hannah 
Hubbard,  and  their  son,  John  Webster,  who 
was  born  in  Wintonbury,  September  1,  1776, 
married  Charity  Bennett. 

Daniel  Noble  Webster  married,  at  Con- 
neaut, March  4,  1841,  Miss  Emma  Walling- 
ford,  and  they  had  one  son,  Augustus  L.  His 
second  wife,  whom  he  married  March  5,  185 1, 
was  Miss  Martha  E.  Wheeler,  and  she  is  still 
living.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one  son, 
Elwyn  P.  Webster,  a  resident  of  Chicago. 

Augustus  L.  Webster,  the  son  by  the  first 
marriage,  was  reared  at  Conneaut  and  has  fol- 
lowed his  father  in  business  lines,  being  presi- 
dent of  the  Webster  Grocer  Company,  whole- 
sale grocers,  of  Danville,  Illinois.  He  left 
Conneaut  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four, 
was  married  in  Conneaut,  Ohio,  September  30, 
1862,  to  Miss  Eliza  E.  Innis. 

George  D.  Barclay,  one  of  the  brave  men 
who  fought  for  the  preservation  of  our  union, 
was  born  November  19,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Hannah  (Dawson)  Barclay, 
natives  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio.  They 
came  to  Portage  county  about  1832  and  be- 
came the  owners  of  112  acres  of  land. 

George  D.  Barclay  resided  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  under  Captain  Wells, 
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in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  served  two  years  and  ten 
months,  going  through  Kentucky,  taking  part 
in  an  engagement  at  Knoxville,  then  on  to 
Atlanta  and  through  to  the  Coast.  July  i, 
1864,  Mr.  Barclay  was  wounded  and  taken 
to  the  hospital,  after  which  he  received  his  dis- 
charge, three  weeks  before  the  rest  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

-Mr.  Barclay  married  July  1,  1865,  Martha 
C.  Ellis,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming  on 
seventy-three  acres  of  land.  He  has  carried 
on  his  farm  in  an  enterprising  and  skillful 
manner,  and  has  met  with  the  success  his  ef- 
forts deserve.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay  have 
been  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely : 
Frank  W.,  Walter  T.  (deceased),  Robert  J., 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Frank  lives  in 
Ravenna  and  Robert  is  on  the  home  farm.  Mr. 
Barclay  is  a  Democrat  in  political  views,  and 
earnestly  interested  in  the  progress  and  de- 
velopment of  the  country  which  he  has  done 
so  much  to  serve. 

Arthur  F.  Dickinson  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  respected  citizens  of  Randolph 
township,  Portage  county,  who  is  doing  his 
full  part  in  continuing  the  good  name  of  the 
family  which  has  been  established  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Reserve  for  more  than  a  century. 
He  was  born  on  the  fine  old  farm  of  which 
he  is  proprietor,  October  20,  1853,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  Penn  and  Harriet  (Gillett) 
Dickinson,  both  natives  of  Randolph  township. 
Oliver  Dickinson,  the  great-grandfather,  came 
alone  on  horseback  in  1804,  selected  and  pur- 
chased 600  acres  of  land  for  a  homestead,  and 
then  returned  to  New  England  in  1805  for  his 
wife  and  five  children — Oliver,  Cromwell, 
Walter,  Alpheus  and  Comfort. 

Arthur  F.  was  educated  in  the  Randolph 
district  school  and,  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  parents  when  he  was  quite  young,  lived 
with  his  grandfather  until  the  founder  of  the 
family  passed  away.  He  has  since  continued 
to  operate  the  old  homestead,  and  also  con- 
ducts a  hotel  at  Randolph  Center.  Mr.  Dick- 
inson is  a  Republican  in  politics ;  in  his  reli- 
gion is  connected  with  the  Disciples  church. 
Married  November  26,  1880,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Reed,  Mr.  Dickinson's  first  wife  died 
January  2,  1892,  and  he  wedded  as  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Viola  Gigger,  the  ceremony  occur- 
ring November  26,  1897,  the  anniversary  of 
his  former  union.  Mrs.  Viola  Dickinson  was 
born  December  21,  1861,  and  is  a  daughter  of 


Solomon  and  Emeline  (Kuntz)  Gigger,  her 
parents  being  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  George  Weis  Dickinson,  the 
child  of  the  first  union,  was  born  October  23, 
1882,  and  resided  at  home  until  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Jennie  Jones,  August  2,  1907.  He 
is  now  a  resident  of  Oregon. 

George  L.  Weller,  for  twenty  years  super- 
intendent of  trie  Elyria  Water  Works,  Elyria, 
Ohio,  is  a  native  son  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
he  having,  been  born  in  the  town  in  which  he 
lives  on  March  24,  1864,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (McCollum)  Weller,  for  many  years 
well  known  residents  of  Elyria.  John  Weller 
died  here  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years ;  his  widow  is  still  living  at  the  home 
place  just  north  of  the  city,  at  this  writing  in 
her  seventy-fourth  year. 

George' L.  W'eller  had  good  opportunities 
for  education.  After  completing  his  studies 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  he  was 
sent  to  Oberlin  College,  and  he  afterward  went 
to  Eastman  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  where  he  took  a  commercial  course. 
Of  his  father  he  learned  the  trade  of  stone 
mason,  and  followed  it  until  1890.  In  1889 
he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Elyria 
Water  Works,  a  position  he  has  since  filled, 
and  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  connection 
with  the  company  it  has  kept  pace  with  the 
progress  of  the  times.  The  plant  has  been  re- 
built and  its  capacity  more  than  doubled,  and 
in  this  work  of  rebuilding,  the  superintendent 
was  the  civil  engineer ;  the  filters  now  in  use 
were  built  from  the  superintendent's  designs, 
the  filtering  process  being  his  own  invention. 
At  the  time  he  became  superintendent,  the  fil- 
tering, alone  cost  the  company  nine  dollars  per 
million  gallons ;  the  cost  today  is  fifty  cents 
per  million  gallons.  And  the  cost  of  operation 
has  been  reduced  at  least  one-half. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Weller  has  been  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture  of  one  of  his  inven- 
tions, a  channeling  machine,  to  be  used  in 
quarrying.  From  1895  to  1903  the  Weller  En- 
gineering Company  manufactured  these  ma- 
chines, and  a  number  of  them  are  now  in  use. 
Also  Mr.  Weller  has  invented  and  patented 
other  quarry  machinery. 

July  19,  1893,  he  married  Miss  Ida  Alma 
Black,  of  Vermillion,  Ohio,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Black,  the  former  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Weller  have  two  children:  Jay  C, 
born  August  17,  1894,  and  Vileda,  August  17, 
1898.     Air.  Weller  is  a  member  of  the  Cham- 
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ber  of  Commerce,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and 
the  National  Union.  Politically  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

Beainard  F.  Ryder  has  been  identified  with 
the  life  and  interests  of  Ashtabula  county 
throughout  his  entire  life,  and  he  is  a  son  of 
Henry  Ryder  and  a  grandson  of  Samuel  and 
Naomi  H.  (Hulbert)  Ryder,  early  residents 
of  the  Buckeye  state.  Samuel  and  Naomi 
Ryder  were  born  in  Connecticut,  the  former  at 
Torrington  in  1765  and  the  latter  at  New  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  June  6,  1806,  and  died  in 
the  year  of  1810,  and  locating  in  Austinburg 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  here,  Samuel  dying  on 
March  25,  1834,  and  his  wife  Naomi  on  No- 
vember 19,  1854. 

Henry  G.  Ryder,  one  of  the  sons  born  to 
these  Ohio  pioneers,  was  born  in  New  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  June  6,  1808,  and  died  in 
Austinburg  township,  Ashtabula  county,  of 
this  state,  February  22,  1885.  He  came  here 
with  his  parents  in  1810,  and  became  one  of 
the  substantial  farmers  of  the  county,  first  hav- 
ing to  clear  his  land.  He  married  Ann  French, 
born  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  October 
29,  1805,  but  a  resident  of  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  and  she  died  on 
November  25,  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryder 
reared  a  large  family  of  children,  including: 
Henry  Martin,  who  served  as  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  C,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers  in 
the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Austinburg  January 
14,  1836,  and  died  in  Georgetown,  Virginia, 
September  25,  1863 ;  Annette,  born  March  3, 
1837,  married  in  October,  1870,  C.  C.  Lukens, 
and  lives  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee ;  Cecil 
Samuel,  born  November  25,  1839,  married,  and 
died  in  igofi :  Brainard  F.  was  born  November 
25,  1839;  Mary  L.,  born  March  12.  1841,  mar- 
ried Rush  King  and  died  in  1907;  Alfred  B., 
born  May  g,  1843,  died  September  7,  1864; 
Helen  R..  born  May  9,  1844,  married  Theodore 
L.  French,  a  farmer  in  Austinburg;  Emily  C. 
born  November  14,  1845,  married  Cyrus 
Green:  and  Charlotte  E..  burn  April  14,  1847, 
married  Henry  Chaffee  and  died  in  August, 
1888. 

Brainard  F.  Ryder  attended  first  the  district 
schools  of  Austinburg  township,  and  completed 
his  educational  training,  in  Grand  River  Insti- 
tute in  Austinburg.  Farming  has  been  his  life's 
occupation,  and  he  now  owns  fifty  acres  in 
Pierpont  township,  but  he  rents  his  land.  He 
married  Laura  Dean  on  November  29,   1866, 


and  a  son,  Ralph  H.  Ryder,  was  born  to  them 
on  February  7,  1874,  but  he  died  on  August 
13,  1899.  He,  too,  had  attended  the  Grand 
River  Institute,  and  was  a  musician,  a  member 
of  the  home  band,  and  was  a  young  man  of  the 
greatest  promise  and  ability.  He  married 
Mattie  Preston  December  4,  1894..  and  she 
died  four  months  after  the  marriage.  After 
his  wife's  death  he  went  to  Natick,  Massachu- 
setts and  engaged  in  the  music  business. 
Brainard  Ryder  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
allegiance,  and  he  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  his  community.  Mr.  Ryder  is  the 
last  one  of  thirty-five  in  this  township  that  car- 
ried the  name  of  Ryder. 

John  Harvey  Thompson,  a  leading 
plumber  and  steam  and  gas  fitter  of  Elyria, 
was  born  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  June  n,  1867. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (War- 
riner)  Thompson.  John  Peter  Thompson  was 
born  in  the  northern  part  of  Sweden  in  1834, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1845;  his 
wife  was  born  in  Derbyshire,  England,  in  1843, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  They  were  married  in  New 
York  City. 

John  Peter  Thompson  was  a  sailor  and  navi- 
gator, and  was  in  the  government  service  when 
but  nineteen  years  of  age ;  he  was  in  command 
of  a  vessel  engaged  in  testing  the  cable  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  Forty- 
fifth  New  York  Regiment,  and  was  afterwards 
transferred  to  the  navy,  where  he  served  four 
years  and  four  months.  He  was  at  the  bom- 
bardment of  Charlestown,  South  Carolina, 
after  Fort  Sumter  had  been  captured,  and  was 
the  first  Union  man  to  go  ashore ;  upon  reach- 
ing the  shore,  in  charge  of  a  squad  of  men,  he 
took  down  from  the  walls  of  the  city  building 
the  ordinance  of  secession  passed  bv  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,  and  turned  it  over  to  the 
commodore  commanding  the  fleet.  A  copy  of 
this  paper  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  John 
Harvey.  During  the  battle  before  Charles- 
town  Mr.  Thompson  was  for  this  act  of  brav- 
ery promoted  from  able  seaman  to  gunner, 
arid  later  became  captain  of  the  gunners,  and 
finally  ensign.  He  remained  with  the  navy 
until  the  spring  of  1866,  when,  having  mar- 
ried February  4  of  that  year,  he  resigned.  His 
rank  was  equal  to  that  of  Captains  Ridley  and 
Reed,  who  were  so  famous.  After  his  resig- 
nation Captain  Thompson  removed  to  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  and  for  a  time  followed  his  old 
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occupation  on  the  lakes.  Later  he  took  a  po- 
sition with  Erie  Ice  Company,  where  he  re- 
mained over  seven  years,  and  then  engaged  in 
hotel  business,  conducting  what  was  known 
as  the  "Sailors'  Home,"  and  while  in  this  busi- 
ness he  died,  in  1894.  His  widow  died  in  Erie 
ten  years  later. 

John  Harvey  Thompson  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Erie,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  plumber  with  George  E.  Fry,  in  that  city. 
He  worked  in  Erie  until  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, and  in  1889  removed  to  Springfield, 
Ohio.  A  year  later,  however,  he  returned  to 
Erie,  and  in  the  fall  of  1892  removed  to  Con- 
neaut,  where  he  went  into  business  on  his  own 
account,  and  remained  there  twelve  years,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1904  came  to  Elyria.  On 
first  coming  to  Elyria  he  worked  a  year  as 
journeyman,  and  then  embarked  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  on  the  corner  of  West  ave- 
nue and  Broad  street.  About  one  year  later 
Mr.  Thompson,  bought  property  at  No.  19 
West  avenue,  and  erected  his  present  place  of 
business.  He  has  built  up  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive trade,  and  his  work  is  its  own  advertise- 
ment and  recommendation.  He  is  a  man  of 
good  business  acumen  and  enterprise,  and  well 
deserves  the  success  he  has  attained.  Frater- 
nally Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the  blue 
lodge,  chapter  and  council  of  the  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  No.  465,  and  of  the  Maccabees. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  past  president  of  the  Builders'  Exchange. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention 
of  Master  Plumbers  of  Ohio,  and  in  1909  was 
delegate-at-large  to  the  national  convention  of 
Master  Plumbers,  held  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
in  June  of  that  year. 

Air.  Thompson  married  Ola,  youngest 
daughter  of  Captain  H.  A.  Sisson ;  she  is  a 
descendant  from  Revolutionary  soldier  stock 
on  the  maternal  side.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son have  children  as  follows:  Elizabeth  Isabell, 
Harvey  Elmer,  Lillian  Ednah  (  >la  and  War- 
riner  Elwin.  The  oldest  son,  Harvey  Elmer, 
is  a  bicycle  rider  of  note,  and  holds  numerous 
world's  records,  for  all  of  which  he  has  re- 
ceived medals.  Among  them  are:  Five-year 
record  at  Jefferson  Fair  in  Ashtabula  county, 
one-quarter  mile  in  fifty-nine  and  one-quarter ; 
six-year  record,  the  same  distance,  at  Ashta- 
bula County  Fair  at  Jefferson,  in  forty-four 
and  one-quarter;  seven-year  record  at  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  one-half  mile  in  one  twentv-five 


and  one-fifth,  and  his  eight-year  old  record 
was  one  mile,  unpaced,  in  three-ten,  raced  at 
Conneaut.  His  parents  are  justly  proud  of 
these  world's  records,  as  they  have  ample  rea- 
son to  be. 


Robert  George  Anderson,  M.  D..  Elyria, 
( )hio,  was  born  in  the  province  of  (  intario, 
Canada.  May  25,  1868.  His  parents,  Archibald 
and  Mary  (  Burns  )  Anderson,  both  natives  of 
the  north  of  Ireland,  and  Protestants,  came 
to  America  in  their  youth  and  became  resi- 
dents of  Ontario,  where  subsequently  they 
were  married  and  became  pioneers  in  a  fron- 
tier settlement.  There  Archibald  Anderson 
cleared  away  the  primitive  forest  and  devel- 
oped a  fine  farm,  and  there  he  lived  to  the 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  dying  in 
July.   1895. 

On  his  father's  farm  Robert  G.  Anderson 
spent  his  boyhood  days.  He  received  a  public 
and  high  school  education,  and  subsequently 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  Trinity  Med- 
ical College  (now  the  Toronto  Medical  Col- 
lege), where  he  graduated  with  the  Class  of 
1895.  The  same  year  he  graduated  he  came 
to  Elyria,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  on  the  West  Side,  where  he  soon 
won  the  confidence  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  lived,  and  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a 
successful  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Memorial  Hospital  of 
Elyria.  and  has  -membership  in  the  Lorain 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Ohio  State  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

.Mrs.  Anderson,  like  the  doctor,  is  a  native 
of  Canada.  She  was  formerly  Miss  Laura  E. 
Ferguson  and  was  born  in  Toronto.  They 
have  two  children,  Eva  Louise  and  George 
Bertram.  For  a  number  of  years  Dr.  Ander- 
son has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
having  taken  the  degrees  of  both  the  blue 
lodge  and  chapter. 


Frank  R.  Fauver. — A  wide-awake  young 
man,  Frank  R.  Fauver,  who  completed,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1910,  his  second  term  as  auditor  of  the 
city  of  Elyria,  has  started  in  life  with  brilliant 
prospects  for  a  long  and  honorable  career,  his 
energy,  ability  and  tact  having  already  won 
him  a  substantial  position  among  the  younger 
citizens  of  prominence  and  influence.  A  son 
of  the  late  Alonzo  B.  Fauver,  he  was  born  on 
the   parental   homestead,    in    Eaton    township, 
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Lorain  county,  coming  from  Revolutionary 
stock. 

A  native  of  New  York  state,  Alonzo  B. 
Fauver  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  seventy- 
five  years  ago,  a  young  boy.  Purchasing  land 
in  Eaton  township  in  early  manhood.,  he  was 
there  prosperously  employed  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  his  death,  in  18S9,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Thayer,  was  born  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio,  in  1837,  and  died  in  Lorain  county  in 
1903,  aged  sixty-six  years.  Her  father,  Eph- 
raim  Thayer,  was  born  and  reared  in  Coshoc- 
ton county,  Ohio,  and  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  while  his  father,  Ephraim  Thayer,  was 
lieutenant  of  a  company  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Elyria  high 
school,  in  1897,  Frank  R.  Fauver  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan,  where  he  took  two 
years  of  the  literary  course.  Returning  then 
to  Elyria,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Na- 
tional Tube  Company,  at  South  Lorain,  Ohio, 
with  which  he  was  associated  until  May,  1903. 
Mr.  Fauver  was  at  that  time  elected  auditor 
of  Elyria,  and  gave  such  satisfactory  service 
that  in  1907  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  board 
of  road  commissioners  of  Lorain  county,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  under  the  law  recently 
enacted  to  represent  District  No.  1.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
an  organization  which  is  doing,  much  towards 
promoting  the  city's  prosperity. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Fauver  belongs  to  the  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  to  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Patrick  H.  Fakxiiam  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Conneaut  township,  and  he  traces 
his  descent  to  one  of  the  patrons  of  th"  Revo- 
lution, Thomas  Farnham,  who  fought  with 
Moses  Cleveland  in  the  Second  Connecticut 
Regiment.  Thomas  Farnham  married  Abigail 
Durkee,  from  Connecticut,  and  Elisha  Farn- 
ham was  numbered  among  their  sons.  He  was 
born  in  Connecticut  June  8,  [806,  received  a 
common  school  training,  and  taught  school  a 
number  of  terms  before  his  marriage.  After 
the  completion  of  his  education  he  entered  a 
machine  shop  in  Pittsburg,  and  coming  to 
Ohio  about  the  year  of  1825,  journeying  by 
stage  from  Pittsburg,  he  with  Thomas  Gibson 
bought  the  mill  which  had  been  built  years  be- 


fore by  a  Mr.  Jones.  In  time  Elisha  Farnham 
bought  his  partner's  interest  in  the  enterprise, 
and  also  built  in  1841  the  mill  now  owned  by 
Mr.  O.  Fuller.  Before  1878  the  dam  for  this 
mill  was  some  distance  further  up  the  stream 
than  at  present,  the  overflow  compelling  a 
change  of  location,  and  the  son  Patrick  erected 
two  new  dams  in  1878,  and  these  are  still  in 
use,  as  is  also  the  mill,  the  only  one  now  oper- 
ated by  water  power  on  Conneaut  creek.  Elisha 
Farnham  gave  his  attention  to  his  mills,  con- 
sisting of  grist,  saw  and  carding  mills,  and 
during  a  number  of  years  he  also  filled  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  a  super- 
visor and  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His 
politics  were  Republican,  and  he  had  fraternal 
relations  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  During  the  Civil  war  period  he  was 
connected  with  the  "underground  railroad," 
and  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Ben  Wade  and 
of  J.  R.  Giddings.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
he  lived  across  the  road  from  the  present  home 
of  his  son  Patrick,  and  later  built  the  house  in 
which  this  son  now  lives.  Elisha  Farnham 
wedded  in  1830  Mary  Ring,  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  a  daughter  of  Joslin  and  Polly 
(Thayer)  Ring.  The  children  of  this  union 
are:  Don  A.,  who  died  during  his  Civil  war 
service  in  1862,  a  member  of  the  Second  Ohio 
Battery,  Light  Artillery ;  Flora,  who  lives  in 
Conneaut,  is  the  widow  of  T.  S.  Young,  who 
seryed  as  second  lieutenant  of  his  company 
during  the  war ;  Patrick  H.,  mentioned  below  ; 
Mary,  who  married  first  Martin  Reals  and  is 
now  the  widow  of  Steven  Haviland  and  lives 
in  Conneaut.  the  mother  of  one  child  ;  Lydia, 
the  widow  of  Cornell  Fuller,  and  also  the 
mother  of  one  child  ;  Emma,  widow  of  William 
Buss,  of  Conneaut,  ( )hio,  who  was  a  soldier 
for  five  years. 

Patrick  H.  Farnham  was  born  November 
14,  1838,  in  Conneaut  township,  just  across 
the  street  from  his  present  home,  and  after 
completing  his  educational  training  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  the  academy  at  Springfield, 
Pennsylvania,  he  went  west  to  Minnesota  in 
1856,  but  returned  in  the  following,  year.  Dur- 
ing the  opening  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed for  service  at  Conneaut,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  ranks  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Au- 
gust 28,  1861,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Second  Ohio  Battery,  Light  Artillery.  His 
first  services  were  under  General  Fremont,  and 
afterward  he  was  with  General  Curtis.  Just 
before  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  he  was  made 
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a  prisoner  of  war,  and  later  he  served  in  the 
siege  of  Yicksburg  and  its  accompanying  bat- 
tles, and  was  one  of  five  men  who  bravely  vol- 
unteered to  run  the  blockade  at  Yicksburg  to 
secure  supplies  for  his  company.  In  the  fall  of 
1863,  on  account  of  sickness,  he  was  sent  home 
on  a  furlough,  and  was  later  discharged  from 
the  same  cause.  Mr.  Farnham  has  served  his 
community  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  is 
both  a  Republican  and  a  Mason. 

On  January  1,  i860,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
A.  Mallory,  also  from  Conneaut  township,  born 
June  16,  1834,  and  she  taught  school  a  number 
of  terms  before  her  marriage.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnham  are :  Nina,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years ;  Charles,  who 
was  born  September  30.  1864,  married  Emma 
Kluff  and  lives  in  Wisconsin ;  Emma  lives  in 
Conneaut,  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Dillon,  and  they 
have  two  children ;  and  Flora  married  Clyde 
Hamilton,  who  is  connected  with  the  street  car 
company  in  Ashtabula. 

Charles  Watson  Sawyer. — Prominent 
among  the  merchants  of  Elyria  is  numbered 
Charles  Watson  Sawyer,  a  dealer  in  shoes  and 
a  well  known  and  representative  self-made 
citizen.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 14,  1863,  a  son  of  Levi  M.,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut.  He  came  out  to  the 
Western  Reserve  when  a  small  boy,  and  he 
died  in  the  city  of  Cleveland  in  1865.  Levi  M. 
Sawyer  wedded  Clara  Nichols,  who  was  born 
in  Grafton  township,  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
the  daughter  of  a  pioneer,  and  she  died  in  the 
year  of  1878.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them, 
William  Spencer  and  Charles  Watson.  Will- 
iam S.  is  a  ranch  owner  at  Albany,  Oregon. 

Charles  W.  Sawyer  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Grafton,  to  which  village  his  mother 
had  moved  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
when  Charles  W.  was  twelve  years  of  age. 
Thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  being  left  an 
orphan  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  his  mother 
died,  he  was  engaged  at  farm  labor  until  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  His  first  business  experi- 
ence was  in  the  selling  of  machinery  as  an 
agent,  his  territory  covering  six  counties  in 
Ohio.  In  1887  he  embarked  in  the  shoe  busi- 
ness in  Grafton,  and  in  1898  he  came  to  Elyria 
and  engaged  in  the  same  vocation  at  124 
Cheapside.  as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Teasdale  &-  Sawyer.  He  is  very  prominent  in 
the  business  life  of  his  city,  and  is  also  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  social  and  fraternal 
interests,    being   a    member    of    its    orders    of 


Knights  of  Pythias,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Elks  and  Maccabees,  and  for  many 
years,  as  a  stanch  Republican,  he  has  been 
active  in  local  politics. 

Mr.  Sawyer  married,  on  January  4,  1888, 
Myra  M.  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Raymond 
Haven,  of  Eaton,  Lorain  county,  and  their 
two  children  are  Benjamin  H.  and  Maurice  W. 
Sawyer.  , 

Walter  E.  Brooks. — Prominent  among  the 
foremost  citizens  of  Elyria  is  Walter  E. 
Brooks,  a  well  known  manufacturer  and  capi- 
talist, who  has  been  conspicuously  identified 
for  many  years  with  the  development  and  pro- 
motion of  industrial  enterprises  of  importance, 
not  only  in  Ohio,  but  in  neighboring  states.  A 
son  of  James  E.  Brooks,  he  was  born  August 
13.  1846,  in  Avon,  Lorain  county,  coming  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  of  substantial  English 
ancestry.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Joshua 
and  Polly  Brooks,  came  from  their  native  state, 
Vermont,  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days,  locating  in 
Avon  township. 

Born  in  Vermont,  James  E.  Brooks  came 
with  his  parents  to  Lorain  county  when  young, 
and  lived  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter  in 
Avon,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  for  some 
time  in  mercantile  pursuits,  having  a  typical 
country  store,  at  the  same  time  serving  his 
fellow-townsmen  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Mov- 
ing to  Elyria  in  1870,  he  was  a  resident  of 
that  city  until  his  death.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Sweet,  who  was  born  and  bred  in  Ver- 
mont, and  came  as  a  girl  to  Ohio  with  her 
parents.  Waterman  and  Amy  Sweet,  win  1  were 
among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Avon  town- 
ship. 

Acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  district 
schools,  Walter  E.  Brooks  remained  in  his  na- 
tive township  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Elyria  to  establish  the  agricultural  implement 
and  hardware  business  which  he  subsequent!} 
managed  with  unquestioned  success  for  eight- 
een years.  In  1888  he  became  identified  with 
the  Topliff  &  Ely  Manufacturing  Company,  a 
business  which  he  eventually  absorbed,  and 
is  now  its  president  and  active  head.  During 
the  period  between  1890  and  1895,  Mr.  Brooks 
drilled  many  oil  wells  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  also  financially  inter- 
ested in  Ohio  oil  fields  for  a  number  of  years. 

For  the  past  two  years  Mr.  Brooks  has  been 
especially  active  in  the  promotion  of  electric 
railways  from  Cleveland  to  Zanesville  and 
Flvria.   known   as   the    Cleveland,    Barberton, 
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Coschocton  and  Zanesville  Railway,  of  which 
he  is  vice-president.  Since  1905  he  has  served 
as  president  of  the  Elyria  Telephone  Company, 
and  is  likewise  president  of  the  Elyria  South- 
ern Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company.  Mr. 
Brooks  has  been  very  prominent,  and  is  at  the 
present  time,  in  the  promotion  and  building  of 
telephone  exchanges  in  villages  and  towns 
throughout  New  York  state,  and  is  a  director 
of  the  Albany,  New  York,  Telephone  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  Home  Telephone  Company, 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  He  is  officially 
connected  with  other  organizations  of  impor- 
tance, being  president  of  the  American  Con- 
struction and  Trading  Company,  capitalized  at 
$1,000,000,  with  headquarters  in  Albany,  New 
York,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Elyria  National 
Bank.  He  is  an  extensive  owner  of  real  estate, 
having  property  of  value  in  Elyria,  Lorain 
and  Toledo.  For  four  years  he  served  as 
president  of  the  City  Council,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of 
the  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  very  prominent  in  all  branches 
of  Masonry,  being  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason.  He  is  also  a  member  and  past  exalted 
ruler  of  Elyria  Lodge,  No.  456,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Mr.  Brooks  married,  in  1877,  Fannie,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  John  A.  and  Caroline  (Beers) 
Topliff.  She  passed  to  the  higher  life  in  1893, 
leaving  two  children,  namely:  Margaret  B., 
wife  of  Theodore  E.  Faxon,  an  attorney  in 
Elyria,  and  now  clerk  of  Lorain  county;  and 
John  Prentice,  a  member  of  the  senior  class 
at  Cornell  University.  Mr.  Brooks  married 
second,  in  1902,  Marella,  daughter  of  Profes- 
sor Noah  K.  Davis,  of  the  University  of  West 
Virginia.  Mr.  Brooks  and  family  are  attend- 
ants of  the  Congregational  church. 

David  Elmore  Hurlburt,  of  Hartsgrove 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  was  born  in  Go- 
shen, Connecticut,  December  26,  1835,  a  son 
of  Erastus  and  Clarissa  (Goodwin)  Hurlburt. 
Erastus  G.  Hurlburt  was  born  in  Winchester, 
Connecticut,  March  21,  1787,  and  came  to 
Ohio  in  1844,  from  Goshen,  Connecticut;  he 
died  one  year  later.  He  came  to  Erie  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal,  and  thence  by  boat  to  Fair- 
port,  Ohio,  and  by  wagon  to  Hartsgrove  town- 
ship, settling  on  a  farm  of  fifty  acres.  He 
married,  December  16,  1812,  Clarissa  Good- 
win, who  was  born  March  21,  1791,  died  De- 
cember 15,  1858,  and  their  children  were: 
Clarissa,  born  February  19,  1814,  married  Ben- 
jamin  Norris,  and  died   December  30,    1879; 


Erastus  B.,  born  June  5,  181 5,  died  March  14, 
1818;  Elizabeth,  born  February  4,  1817,  died 
March  12,  1855  ;  Louisa,  born  August  5,  1818, 
married  Reverend  S.  C.  Freer  (deceased)  and 
lives  in  Mount  Union,  Iowa;  Beldin  G.,  born 
March  25,  1820,  went  to  California  with  an 
ox  team,  in  1849,  married  Caroline  Delano, 
and  has  served  in  California  as  state  repre- 
sentative, and  has  been  common  pleas  judge; 
Edward  G.,  born  March  12,  1824,  died  in  1897 ; 
he  was  active  in  church  work,  was  county 
commissioner  twelve  years,  married  Jane  Bab- 
cock,  1851;  Russell  H,  born  April  21,  1826, 
died  April  14,  1883,  was  a  preacher  and  pre- 
siding elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  had  been  a  delegate  to  the  general  con- 
ference, and  chaplain  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Ohio  during  the  war;  Jehiel  B.,  born  June  1, 
1828,  has  been  sheriff  and  county  treasurer  of 
Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  was  a  Union  soldier 
during  the  war,  now  lives  in  Colorado ;  mar- 
ried (first)  Eliza  Bushnell  and  (second)  El- 
mira  Lloyd;  Henry  Clay,  born  August  19, 
1830,  died  in  1905.,  married  Laura  Worth- 
ing; Ruth  M.,  born  July  1,  1833,  died  in  1901, 
married  B.  F.  Seaton,  ex-sheriff  of  Marion 
county,  Iowa;  and  David  Elmore. 

David  Elmore  Hurlburt  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Ohio  when  eight  years  of  age.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Pennsylvania  Thirty-eighth 
Regiment  for  three  months,  and  re-enlisted 
September  28,  1861,  as  private,  but  with 
enough  men  to  be  a  commissioned  officer,  and 
was  at  that  time  appointed  first  lieutenant,  and 
he  was  promoted  to  rank  of  captain.  April  13, 
1862.  He  was  wounded  through  the  shoulder 
in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Virginia, 
taken  prisoner  at  Port  Republic  and  held  four 
months  before  exchanged  on  parole.  He  was 
in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  Belle  Island  and 
Libby  prisons.  Mr.  Hurlburt  received  his  dis- 
charge August  20,  1864. 

He  is  a  Master  Mason,  of  Hartsgrove 
Lodge,  No.  397,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
belongs  to  Windsor  Post  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  is  a  member  of  the  County  Sol- 
diers' Relief  Commission,  which  office  he  has 
held  several  years.  He  has  served  many  years 
as  trustee  and  steward  of  the  church.  He  is 
a  prominent  man  in  the  community  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  and  growth 
of  the  township  and  county.  In  1866  Mr. 
Hurlburt  married  Lucy  D.  Babcock,  born 
April  9,  1843,  anfl  their  children  are :  David 
G.,  born  November  20,   1868,  is  an  attornev, 
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unmarried,  and  lives  in  Chicago,  Illinois ;  Ruth 
M.,  born  November  2,  1872,  married  Dr.  O. 
C.  Robinson,  lives  in  Colorado  and  has  three 
children,  Russell  H.,  Natalia  R.  and  Howard 
F.  Robinson ;  Martha  J.,  born  September  2, 
1874,  married  Robert  Morgan  and  lives  in 
Geneva,  Ohio,  has  one  child,  Hugh  F.  Mor- 
gan ;  I.ydia  C,  born  August  15,  1877,  married 
P.  M.  Hodgman,  a  traveling,  man,  and  lives 
in  Cleveland;  and  Russell  H.,  born  September 
22,  1880,  died  in  1890. 

John  C.  Ward,  county  surveyor  of  Lake 
county  and  long  connected  with  railroad  engi- 
neering in  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
is  a  native  of  Willoughby,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  in  the  year  1856.  He  is  a  man  of  thor- 
ough and  varied  education,  and  has  enjoyed  an 
experience  which  also  marks  him  as  a  man 
of  decided  practical  ability.  He  concluded  the 
first  phase  of  his  higher  education  by  gradu- 
ating from  Ohio  State  University  in  its  liter- 
ary and  scientific  course.  Mr.  Ward's  early 
ambitions  were  directed  to  the  law  and  he 
made  some  progress  in  his  studies,  but  after- 
ward entered  the  educational  field  to  such  ad- 
vantage that  he  was  elected  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Willoughby,  which  office  he  retained 
for  some  four  years.  His  Republicanism  was 
also  of  such  an  active  and  pronounced  type 
that  he  became  clerk  of  the  courts  by  favor 
of  his  party,  and  creditably  served  in  that  office 
for  two  terms  of  three  years  each. 

In  the  midst  of  these  varied  activities  of  an 
intellectual  and  official  nature,  Mr.  Ward  also 
was  training  himself  as  a  practical  surveyor, 
and  in  that  capacity  acted  for  the  syndicate 
which  built  the  C.  P.  and  E.  and  the  C.  P.  and 
A.  electric  lines.  He  has  retained  this  connec- 
tion with  the  construction  company  and  is  also 
serving  as  county  surveyor,  to  which  the  Re- 
publicans elected  him  in  1899.  Mr.  Ward  re- 
sides in  a  comfortable  home  on  Washington 
street,  Painesville,  and  is  not  only  highly  hon- 
ored for  his  practical  services  to  the  county, 
but   for  his  intellectual  abilities. 

(  Izro  A.  Hoskin. — Long  numbered  among 
the  representative  business  men  and  honored 
citizens  of  the  village  of  Madison,  Lake  coun- 
ty, the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  a  native  son 
of  this  county  and  a  scion  of  one  of  its  sterling 
pioneer  families.  He  was  a  man  of  marked 
mental  vigor,  of  excellent  business  acumen  and 
of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  and  he  ever 
commanded    the    unqualified     confidence    and 


esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact in  the  various  relations  of  life.  He  was  a 
worthy  representative  of  that  sturdy  line  of  in- 
telligent pioneers  who  played  so  well  their  part 
in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  nat- 
ural resources  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  social 
structure  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  he  is 
eminently  entitled  to  a  tribute  of  honor  in  this 
work,  whose  province  is  the  due  consideration 
of  the  history  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  its 
people. 

Mr.  Hoskin  was  born  in  Lake  county.  (  )hio. 
on  October  5,  1837,  and  was  a  son  of  William 
and  Saphronia  (Young)  Hoskin.  The  father 
continued  to  be  actively  identified  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  tendered  his  services  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  though  then  a  man  past  the  prime 
of  life.  His  was  the  record  of  a  valiant  and 
loyal  soldier  of  the  republic,  and  he  passed  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  national  soldiers' 
home  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C.  His 
widow  followed  some  of  her  children  to  the 
west  and  died,  either  in  Kansas  or  Nebraska, 
at  an  exceedingly  venerable  age.  Of  the  chil- 
dren Ozro  A.,  of  this  memoir,  was  the  only  one 
who  remained  in  Lake  county. 

Ozro  A.  Hoskin  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm,  and  for  his  early  educational 
advantages  was  indebted  to  the  primitive 
schools  of  the  middle-pioneer  epoch.  He  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry for  some  time  after  his  school  days  were 
ended,  and  later  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a 
drug  store  in  Madison.  Thereafter  he  was 
engaged  as  a  commercial  traveling  salesman 
for  several  years,  and  later  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  bakery  business  in  Madison,  where 
he  maintained  a  well  equipped  establishment 
and  catered  to  a  representative  and  apprecia- 
tive patronage.  He  continued  this  enterprise 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  August  6. 
iqoi.  He  was  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  this  village  and  as  a  citizen  held 
a  secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
the  people  of  the  community.  His  course  was 
ever  guided  on  a  plane  of  lofty  integrity  and 
honor,  he  was  generous  and  tolerant  in  his 
association  with  his  fellow  men,  and  he  left  the 
heritage  of  a  good  name  and  of  good  deeds 
unostentatiously  performed. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hoskin  gave  an  unfaltering 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  took 
an  intelligent  interest  in  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  hour.  He  served  two  terms  as 
mayor  of  Madison,  and  had  previously  been  the 
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lcumbent  of  the  responsible  office  of 
county  treasurer,  during  his  retention  of  which 
position  he  resided  in  Painesville,  the  county 
seat.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist 
church,  but  later  became  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  with  whose  various  de- 
partments of  activity  he  was  thereafter  identi- 
fied until  his  death  ;  his  wife  also  was  a  devoted 
member  of  this  church.  In  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity he  had  attained  the  chivalric  degrees 
and  was  affiliated  with  the  commandery. 
Knights  Templar,  of  Painesville,  under  whose 
auspices  and  ritual  his  funeral  was  held.  His 
local  affiliations  were  with  the  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  and  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

In  the  year  1875  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Hoskin  to  Miss  Ruby  Flower, 
who  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Madison 
township,  on  February  20,  1849,  and  whose 
father  was  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  that  section.  Mrs.  Hoskin  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  on  July  17,  1904,  secure  in 
the  affectionate  regard  of  all  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  her  gracious  influence.  One 
child  was  born  to  this  union,  Marion,  who  still 
resides  in  the  family  homestead  and  who  is 
bookkeeper  for  A.  N.  Benjamin,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Madison.  She  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  local  chapter 
is  secretary  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  in  1909. 
of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  she 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  is  most  popular  in  the  social 
circles  of  her  native  village. 


from  Salem.  His  first  purchase  was  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Atwater  township.  Alexander 
lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-six 
years  of  age  and  then  entered  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Holcomb  at  Canfield,  on  a  yearly  contract. 
He  married,  in  1856  and  afterward,  for  several 
years,  was  connected  with  the  Williams  farm. 
Mr.  Shilliday  then  rented  that  place  for  five 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  contract 
bought  forty  acres  of  timber  land.  After 
clearing  and  improving  this  tract  he  sold  the 
property  and  subsequently  purchased  his  pres- 
ent homestead  of  107  acres  in  Edinburg  town- 
ship. He  erected  a  comfortable  residence  for 
his  family,  set  out  a  fine  orchard  and  is  now 
enjoying  not  only  the  fruits  of  his  trees  but  of 
the  many  years  of  his  industrious  and  intel- 
ligently-directed career.  He  is  one  of  the  old- 
timers  in  the  support  of  the  Republican  party ; 
has  served  as  supervisor  at  various  times,  and 
is  widely  esteemed  both  as  a  hard  worker  and 
a  sound  adviser.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
his  connection  with  the  Congregational  church, 
of  which  he  is  a  trustee. 

On  December  5,  1856,  Mr.  Shilliday  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Bingham,  who  died  seven 
years  afterward.  He  took  as  his  second  wife, 
October  6,  1864,  Miss  Jane  Crory — a  native 
of  Ireland,  born  September  21,  1842,  who  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  the  United  States 
in  1848.  Mr.  Shilliday  has  nine  children — 
John,  James,  Robert,  George,  William  C,  Ed- 
ward, Marv  J.  Corbett,  Annie  Russell  and 
Elgie  Shilliday,  the  first  four  named  children 
being  by  the  first  marriage. 


Alexander  Shilliday,  of  Edinburg  town- 
ship, has  a  valuable  farm  of  more  than  100 
acres,  and  has  long  been  honored  both  for 
the  integrity  of  his  private  character  and  for 
the  faithful  service  he  has  rendered  the  town- 
sbip  in  his  public  capacity.  He  is  in  that  sub- 
stantial class  of  Irish-American  citizens  who 
have  demonstrated  by  the  careful  and  wise 
management  of  their  own  affairs  that  they 
form  the  best  material  from  which  to  create 
public  servants. 

Mr.  Shilliday  was  born  in  Ireland,  December 
18,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Ellen 
(Willson)  Shilliday,  also  natives  of  the  mother 
land.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1854,  landing  at  New  York  October  14,  and 
soon  afterward  going  to  Philadelphia ;  thence 
to  Canfield  and  later  to  Portage  county,  Ohio. 
The  son  was  then  about  twenty  years  of  age 
and  made  his  advent  into  that  countv  on  foot 


Fred  Riedinger,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
stock  raisers  and  dealers  in  Portage  countv 
and  owns  a  well  appointed  farm  of  200  acres 
in  Randolph  township,  is  the  son  of  George  P. 
and  Susan  (Markel)  Riedinger,  and  he  has 
certainly  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  indus- 
trious, faithful,  sturdy  and  successful  parents 
of  the  German  fatherland.  They  landed  on 
American  shores  in  July,  1840,  the  young  hus- 
band then  possessing,  as  he  often  remarked  in 
after  years  with  a  smile,  "about  fifty  cents  and 
a  wife."  When  the  couple  located  in  Ran- 
dolph township  they  settled  on  a  ten-acre  tract, 
which  they  shared  with  one  of  the  husband's 
friends,  and  remained  thereon  for  two  years, 
obtaining  a  living  and  placing  themselves  in 
such  shape  that  forty  acres  of  land  was  then 
purchased.  George  P.  Riedinger  was  a  shoe- 
maker as  well  as  a  farmer,  and  the  neighbors 
patronized   his   little   shop   to   such  an   extent 
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that,  between  his  bench  and  his  field,  he  placed 
himself  and  his  family  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances within  a  decade  from  the  time  of  his 
landing  in  New  York  with  only  fifty  cents — 
but  an  invaluable  wife.  In  1855  he  bought 
the  farm  of  325  acres  on  which  he  died  October 
28,  1864. 

Fred  Riedinger,  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
November  16,  1840,  about  four  months  after 
the  arrival  of  his  parents  in  the  United  States 
and  their  coming  to  the  little  farm  in  Ran- 
dolph township.  This  locality  was  the  scene 
of  his  education  and  rearing,  his  departure 
from  home  being  delayed  until  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Louisa  Ackerman,  on  November  12, 
1863.  After  that  event,  which  has  certainly 
proved  a  happy  one  in  his  life,  he  branched 
out  as  an  independent  farmer  on  a  tract  of 
seventy-two  acres.  With  his  father's  pertinac- 
ity and  good  judgment,  he  steadily  progressed 
in  his  live  stock  operations  and  in  the  amassing 
of  land,  until  he  is  now  recognized  as  a  leader 
in  the  branch  of  agriculture  which  he  has 
chosen.  Mr.  Riedinger  is  also  influential  in 
matters  of  wider  scope  and  of  greater  con- 
cern to  the  community.  In  politics  he  has 
steadily  adhered  to  Republicanism,  ever  since 
he  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  has  given  the  township  much 
valuable  public  service.  He  is  also  an  active 
Mason,  belonging  to  Unity  Lodge,  No.  12,  at 
Ravenna,  and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Reformed  church.  In  his  domestic  rela- 
tions, Mr.  Riedinger  has  been  not  only  happy 
but  fortunate,  since  four  of  the  five  children 
born  to  him  are  living,  Oscar  A.  being  the  la- 
mented deceased.  George  T.  is  a  resident  of 
Alliance,  Ohio;  Mary  L.  lives  at  Manistee, 
Michigan;  Henry  W.  is  at  home,  and  Hattie 
is  of  Newton  Falls,  Ohio. 

David  Simison,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Randolph 
township,  Portage  county,  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  and  is  one  of  its  most  respected  citi- 
zens, is  a  native  of  the  Empire  state.  He  was 
born  June  15,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert 
and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Simison,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  It  was 
from  the  former  state  that  the  father  served 
in  the  war  of  181 2,  after  which  he  moved  to 
New  York  and  followed  his  trade  as  a  hatter. 
The  son  David  resided  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
was  employed  in  various  forms  of  agriculture 
until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age.     At 


the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  California  and 
spent  three  years  in  prospecting  and  digging 
for  gold. 

Upon  Mr.  Simison's  return  to  civilization 
and  the  states,  he  decided  to  move  into  the 
fertile  reserve  of  the  "west,"  in  Ohio,  and  to 
seek  a  surer  method  than  the  California  way 
of  wresting  prosperity  from  the  soil.  The  re- 
sult was  that  in  1861  he  located  in  Randolph 
township  and  has  since  been  faithfully  wedded 
to  farming  pursuits.  After  his  marriage  in 
1868  his  operations  in  that  line  were  conducted 
on  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres.  His  success  as 
an  agriculturist  has  been  accompanied  by  ac- 
tivity and  useful  service  in  the  public  affairs 
of  the  township,  the  entire  list  of  whose  offices 
he  has  filled  with  credit.  In  politics,  as  in 
most  of  the  other  concerns  of  life,  he  is  inde- 
pendent. His  fraternal  connections  are  with 
Masonry,  as  a  member  of  Unity  Lodge,  No. 
12.  of  Ravenna. 

Mr.  Simison's  marriage  to  Miss  Marriet 
Gorby  occurred  February  1,  1868,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  them — Gorby,  who  is 
now  a  farmer  of  Randolph  township,  and  Belle, 
who  is  living  at  home. 

Thomas  C.  Pickton,  a  successful  farmer  of 
Hartsgrove  township,  Ashtabula  county,  was 
born  June  11,  1845,  on  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
where  his  father  was  stationed  as  missionary. 
He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  B.  and  Martha  W. 
(Jones)  Pickton.  For  fourteen  years  Mr. 
xyickton  lived  in  Albion,  Orleans  county,  New 
York,  and  then  moved  to  Akron,  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  until  1873.  He  spent  three  years  in 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  then  return- 
ing to  Summit  county,  Ohio,  spent  seven  years 
there.  He  worked  three  years  in  a  machine 
shop  and  ran  a  dairy  several  years.  He  then 
located  in  New  Lyme  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  and  there  spent  ten  years.  For 
the  past  twelve  years  Mr.  Pickton  has  been  a 
resident  of  Hartsgrove  township,  where  he  has 
become  a  prominent  citizen.  He  and  his  wife 
are  charter  members  of  Hartsgrove  Grange, 
No.  1,684,  °f  which  he  is  now  treasurer.  He 
owns  300  acres  of  land,  which  he  carries  on 
with  great  success,  having  a  fine  dairy.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  for  the  last 
ten  years  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  now 
trustee,  treasurer  and  steward. 

In  1875  Mr.  Pickton  married  Mary  Fill- 
man,    of    Reidsville,     North    Carolina,    born 
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March  26,  1853,  and  they  have  become  par- 
ents of  children  as  follows:  Mary  L.,  born 
November  3,  1876,  is  a  graduate  nurse  in  a 
hospital  at  Akron,  Ohio;  Grace  E.,  March  23, 
1879,  lives  at  home;  Britton,  born  October  11, 
1882,  is  a  farmer  and  lives  in  Ohio;  Walter 
L.,  March  28,  1884,  lives  in  Scenic,  South  Da- 
kota, a  farmer  on  a  ranch ;  Scott  E.,  March 
10,  1887,  lives  at  home ;  Raleigh,  February  2, 
1890,  is  a  farmer  in  South  Dakota ;  Theodore, 
April  29,  1892,  is  attending  school ;  and  Har- 
low, born  December  12,  1895,  and  attending 
school. 

John  Frederick  Bvers  was  born  in  Milton 
township,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  November 
13,  1844,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Anna  M. 
(Reichard)  Byers,  who  were  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  paternal  grandfather,  Frederick 
Byers,  was  a  son  of  Frederick  Byers,  Sr.,  who 
was  born  in  Germany.  Frederick  Byers,  the 
father  of  John  Frederick,  came  to  Mahoning 
count}',  Ohio,  about  the  year  18-39,  as  a  horse 
drover  traveling  across  the  mountains  from 
eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  raised  and  sold  many 
fine  breed  horses.  In  1859  he  sold  his  farm 
in  Mahoning  county,  and  coming  to  Ravenna 
township  located  just  south  of  the  city  of  that 
name,  and  during  the  early  years  of  his  pro- 
prietorship he  utilized  his  farm  for  putting 
horses  in  a  marketable  condition  for  selling.  He 
died  on  March  4,  1869,  and  his  wife  survived 
until  May  of  1887.  Their  children  were: 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Aaron  Williard 
and  is  now  deceased ;  John  F.,  also  deceased ; 
George  R.,  an  agriculturist  in  Ravenna  town- 
ship ;  C.  C,  of  the  same  township ;  and  Hattie, 
the  wife  of  A.  S.  Trowbridge,  of  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  Ohio. 

John  F.  Byers  during  the  early  years  of  his 
life  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
home  farm,  and  „fter  the  latter's  death  he 
bought  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the 
property,  built  a  small  shop  on  his  land  and 
followed  his  natural  bent  as  an  inventor,  and 
among  the  many  other  useful  articles  which  he 
patented  was  an  oat  meal  cutter  which  he  sold 
for  $5,000  to  a  cereal  company.  After  a  time 
he  erected  a  shop  in  Ravenna,  but  he  moved 
frequently  to  larger  shops  as  the  volume  of  his 
business  increased,  and  in  1890  he  formed  a 
stock  company  for  the  manufacture  of  hoisting 
machines,  derricks  and  small  engines.  He  was 
the  inventor  of  most  of  the  articles  manufac- 
tured by  that  company,  and  he  was  its  first 


president  and  general  superintendent.  He  died 
on  September  17,  1905,  and  thus  ended  the  life 
of  one  of  the  most  useful  and  best  known  resi- 
dents of  Portage  county. 

Mr.  Byers  married  on  August  7,  1890,  Cath- 
erine Palm,  who  was  born  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  November  28,  1861,  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  and  Eva  Elizabeth 
(Bousch)  Palm,  the  father  born  in  Prussia  and 
the  mother  in  Baden,  Germany.  She  is  a  grand- 
daughter on  the  maternal  side  of  Michael  and  a 
Miss  Reiterman  Bousch.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byers :  Fred- 
erick C,  who  was  born  on  May  19,  1891 ;  Anna 
C,  who  was  born  July  10,  1892,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 6,  1906;  John  Reichard,  born  Septem- 
ber 29,  1894;  and  Eva  Irene,  born  March  17, 
1896.  Mr.  Byers  was  an  independent  political 
voter,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  fraternal 
order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

James  L.  Parmly,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
Painesville,  Lake  county,  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1908,  was  a  native  son  of  this  county,  a 
member  of  one  of  its  distinguished  pioneer 
families,  and  he  himself  passed  the  major  por- 
tion of  his  life  in  this  county,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  actively  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural industry,  besides  which  he  was  for 
some  time  before  his  death  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Painesville.  His  life  was 
one  of  signal  usefulness  and  honor,  and  he 
well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honored  name 
which  he  bore. 

Mr.  Parmly  was  born  in  Perry  township, 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  August, 
1832,  and  was  a  son  of  Jehiel  and  Eliza  A. 
(Pleasants)  Parmly.  Jehiel  Parmly  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  ten  children  of 
Eleazer  and  Hannah  (Spear)  Parmly,  and 
was  born  at  Braintree,  Vermont,  July  14,  1799. 
He  died  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of 
May,  1873.  Eleazer  Parmly  came  to  Perry 
township,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1816, 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  daughter,  Han- 
nah, who  had  come  here  with  her  husband, 
Samuel  Burridge,  in  1814.  The  father  was  so 
impressed  with  the  attractions  of  this  locality, 
even  in  that  early  pioneer  period,  that  in  the 
spring  of  1817  he  brought  his  family  to  Lake 
county.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near 
Lake  Erie,  and  to  secure  the  same  he  made 
the  trip  on  foot  to  Canandaigua,  New  York, 
to  confer  with  Captain  Granger,  who  owned 
the  land  which  he  desired.     He  and  his  wife 


992 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


passed  the  residue  of  their  lives  in  this  county 
and  their  names  merit  an  enduring  place  on 
the  roll  of  its  sterling  pioneers. 

Jehiel  Parmly  was  reared  to  maturity  on  the 
pioneer  farm  of  his  father,  in  Perry  township, 
and  was  afforded  the  best  educational  advan- 
tages available  under  the  conditions  of  time 
and  place.  Upon  attaining  to  years  of  ma- 
turity he  determined  to  adopt  the  profession 
of  dentistry  as  a  vocation.  One  of  his  elder 
brothers,  Levi,  had  already  become  a  success- 
ful practitioner,  and  together  they  went  to  the 
city  of  London,  England,  where  they  passed 
two  years  in  the  study  of  their  profession  and 
where  they  became  experts  in  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  standards  and  systems  of  the 
times.  After  his  return  to  America  Dr.  Jehiel 
Parmly  opened  an  office  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  where  he  built  up  an  excellent 
practice,  and  later  he  was  engaged  in  the  work 
of  his  profession  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Augusta,  Georgia.  In  the  latter 
place,  in  1826,  was  solemnized  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Eliza  A.  Pleasants.  Finally  Dr. 
Parmly  was  called  to  the  old  homestead  in 
Perry  township.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  killed 
in  an  accident,  and  on  this  fine  old  place  the 
doctor  continued  to  make  his  home  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  though  he  customarily  passed 
the  winters  in  the  south,  where  he  followed 
the  practice  of  his  profession  during  these  in- 
tervals. One  of  his  brothers,  David,  contin- 
ued to  be  engaged  in  farming  in  Perry  town- 
ship until  his  death,  and  three  other  brothers, 
Samuel,  Eleazer  and  Levi,  became  prominent 
as  dental  practitioners.  Samuel  and  Eleazer 
were  among  the  first  widely  known  dentists 
of  New  York  City,  and  Eleazer  especially 
made  such  advances  in  certain  details  of  the 
work  of  his  profession  as  to  become  a  recog- 
nized authority  as  a  dental  surgeon.  He  in- 
vented new  methods  and  processes  and  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  early  stages  of  ad- 
vancement to  the  present  high  standard  of 
the  profession.  He  ever  retained  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  old  home  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  and 
he  it  was  who  erected  in  Painesville  the  fine 
Parmly  hotel,  which  still  bears  his  name  and 
which  at  the  time  of  its  building  was  one  of 
the  best  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Parmly,  who  held  a  large  and  valuable 
lancfed  estate  in  Lake  county,  gained  a  fortune 
through  his  well  ordered  labors  and  opera- 
tions, and   had  extensive  interests  of  a  capi- 


talistic order  in  New  York  City.  Dr.  Levi 
Parmly  was  long  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Dr. 
Jehiel  and  Eliza  A.  (Pleasants)  Parmly  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  sons,  namely :  Jehiel, 
a  representative  farmer  of  Perry  township, 
Lake  county ;  James  L.,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  ;  Leo,  residing  near  Paines- 
ville ;  and  Henry  C,  Samuel  P.,  and  David. 
Dr.  Jehiel  Parmly  and  his  wife  both  died  on  the 
old  family  homestead  in  Perry  township,  and 
they  were  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  them,  being  notable  for  their  gracious  re- 
finement and  having  long  been  prominent  in 
connection  with  the  social  activities  of  the 
count}'. 

James  Lownes  Parmly,  to  whom  this  me- 
moir is  dedicated,  passed  the  major  portion  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Perry  township,  and  during  the  w  in- 
ter seasons  he  was  with  his  parents  in  the 
south.  He  was  afforded  good  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  was  a  man  of  strong  individu- 
ality and  sterling  character,  ever  commanding 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact  in  the  various  relations  of 
life.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  went 
forth  as  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Union,  and 
thereafter  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Perry 
township,  where  lie  was  for  many  years  ac- 
tively identified  with  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  stock-raising,  in  connection  with 
which  he  attained  to  a  high  degree  of  success, 
as  he  was  a  man  of  much  discrimination  and 
business  acumen.  For  several  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Paines- 
ville, but  he  continued  in  the  ownership  of  his 
fine  farm  until  his  death.  He  passed  the  clos- 
ing years  of  his  life  in  retirement,  in  Paines- 
ville. where  he  lived  for  nearly  forty  years, 
while  he  still  gave  his  general  supervision  to 
his  farming  interests.  He  erected  the  resi- 
dence in  Painesville,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most 
commodious  and  attractive  of  the  many  beau- 
tiful homes  in  this  thriving  little  city.  He  had 
various  capitalistic  interests  in  his  native 
county,  and  gave  his  support  to  all  measures 
and  enterprises  which  tended  to  advance  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community.  He  or- 
dered his  life  upon  the  highest  plane  of  integ- 
rity and  honor,  was  genial  and  courteous  in 
the  social  relations,  and  was  kindly  and  toler- 
ant in  his  judgment  of  others.  Mr.  Parmly 
held  a  secure  place  in  the  regard  and  esteem 
of  the  community  in  which  the  major  portion 
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of  his  life  was  passed,  and  he  will  long  be 
remembered  as  one  who  made  his  life  count 
for  good  in  all  its  relations. 

Though  never  desirous  of  public  office  and 
having  no  wish  to  enter  the  turbulent  stream 
of  "practical  politics,"  Mr.  Parmly  was  ever 
arrayed  as  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
and  policies  for  which  the  Republican  party 
stands  sponsor,  and  in  local  affairs  he  gave 
his  support  and  influence  to  men  and  measures 
meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment,  with- 
out special  regard  to  absolute  partisan  lines. 
He  was  an  appreciative  and  valued  member 
of  the  Painesville  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  was  also  affiliated  with  the  Ala- 
sonic  fraternity,  and  his  religious  faith  was 
signified  by  his  membership  in  the  Christian. 
or  Disciples  church,  with  whose  work  he  was 
actively  identified  and  to  whose  support  he 
contributed  with  much  liberality. 

As  a  young  man  Mr.  Parmly  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  Marian  A.  Woods,  of  Perry 
township,  and  she  died  in  1899,  leaving  no 
children.  On  the  3d  of  January,  1901,  was 
solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Bar- 
rett, who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lake  county 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  F.  E.  and  Ruth 
(Stephens)  Barrett,  who  now  maintain  their 
residence  in  Painesville.  Air.  and  Airs.  Parmly 
became  the  parents  of  two  children — Henry 
B.  and  Ruth  Eliza,  and  Airs.  Parmly  still  main- 
tains her  home  in  the  fine  old  residence  erected 
by  her  late  and  honored  husband.  She  has 
been  prominent  in  connection  with  the  relig- 
ious and  social  life  of  Painesville  and  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Disciples  church  in  this 
village. 

Herbert  O.  Hutson  is  one  of  the  intelligent 
and  prosperous  citizens  of  Randolph  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  who,  after  enjoying  a 
business  success  of  many  years  in  his  home 
community,  returned  to  the  old  paternal  farm, 
doubled  it  in  area  and  made  it  into  a  modern 
and  valuable  country  place.  His  parents,  Or- 
ville  and  Alarie  (Clark)  Hutson,  were  both 
natives  of  the  Western  Reserve,  who,  early  in 
their  married  life,  located  in  Edinburg  town- 
ship, their  homestead  comprising  160  acres  of 
land.  In  1848  they  moved  to  Michigan,  where 
Herbert  O.  was  born  on  the  19th  of  Alarch, 
185 1.  The  family  remained  in  the  Wolverine 
state  until  1861,  returning  to  Ohio  in  Alay, 
1863.  At  the  latter  date  a  home  was  again 
established  on  a  farm  of  ninety-five  acres,  in 
Randolph  township — this  original  tract  being 


included  in  the  fine  estate  of  186  acres  which 
is  now  operated  by  Herbert  O 

The  boy  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  near  the  home  farm  and  at  Alount 
Union,  and  assisted  his  father  until  he  had  ma- 
tured into  young  manhood.  On  May  4,  1873, 
two  weeks  after  he  had  celebrated  his  twenty- 
second  birthday,  he  married  Miss  Emeline 
Gorby.  His  wife  was  born  July  26,  1849, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Wealthy  Gorby,  na- 
tives of  Alassachusetts.  There  is  one  child  of 
this  union,  Charles  E.,  who  resides  at  Ran- 
dolph Center.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hutson 
resumed  farming  on  his  father-in-law's  place, 
and  after  being  thus  engaged  for  twelve  years 
established  himself  in  business  at  Randolph. 
There,  as  a  dealer  in  live  stock  and  wool,  he 
conducted  a  good  business  for  another  dozen 
years,  returning  then  to  the  paternal  home- 
stead as  its  proprietor  and  developer.  What 
he  has  accomplished  since  has  already  been 
noted.  Air.  Hutson  is  independent  in  politics, 
but  his  ability  and  integrity  have  brought  him 
into  the  public  service  in  such  positions  as 
trustee  and  assessor,  irrespective  of  party  af- 
filiations. His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  with  whose  objects  and 
actual  benevolences  he  is  in  earnest  sympathy. 

Sydney  H.  Hine,  the  substantial  farmer  of 
Randolph  township.  Portage  county,  was  born 
in  New  York  City  November  10.  1866,  and  on 
the  22d  of  the  following  December,  before  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  two  months,  was 
adopted  by  Louis  and  Clementine  Hine.  These 
good  people  were  therefore  the  only  parents 
he  ever  knew  and  they  reared  the  boy  as  care- 
fully as  though  he  were  their  own  offspring. 
Louis  Hine  was  born  in  Randolph  township, 
October   12.    1824. 

Sydney  H.  Hine  lived  with  his  foster  par- 
ents until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  No- 
vember 9,  1892,  to  Aliss  Ida  B.  Chapman.  He 
afterward  located  on  the  farm  of  twenty-nine 
and  a  half  acres  which  he  inherited  from  them. 
Mr.  Hine  has  always  voted  the  Republican 
ticket. 


Dr.  Joseph  Price,  one  of  the  best  known 
physicians  of  Portage  county,  was  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  state,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Cyn- 
thia Underwood.  When  only  twelve  years  of 
age.  Dr.  Price  was  bound  out  to  a  tailor  for 
a  three  years'  apprenticeship,  being  placed 
under  bonds  of  $500  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
behavior — which    included    "sticking    to    his 
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job."  He  thoroughly  mastered  the  trade ; 
married  when  he  was  about  of  age,  and  con- 
tinued as  a  tailor  for  some  seven  years  there- 
after. In  the  meantime  he  had  studied  medi- 
cine at  the  Starling  Medical  College,  Colum- 
bus. Ohio,  graduating,  in  185 1.  Receiving  his 
license  to  practice,  he  began  a  professional 
career  of  forty-four  years.  He  died  October 
22,  1895. 

His  son,  Benjamin  F.  Price,  who  is  a  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Randolph  township, 
was  born  in  the  township  December  14,  i860. 
He  resided  with  his  parents  until  September 
20,  1882,  when  he  married  Miss  Ruth  Meriam. 
He  then  located  on  the  home  farm  of  fifty- 
two  acres,  which  he  inherited  at  the  death  of 
his  father.  Tw^o  children,  J.  Paul  and  Howard 
W.,  w-ere  born  to  Benjamin  F.  Price  and  wife. 
Mrs.  Price  died  June  1,  1905. 

Giles  Manchester  Easton. — For  many 
years  Giles  Manchester  Easton,  late  of  Guil- 
ford township,  was  actively  associated  with  the 
development  and  advancement  of  the  agricul- 
tural prosperity  of  this  part  of  Medina  county, 
and  was  known  far  and  wTide  as  one  of  its  most 
esteemed  and  worthy  citizens.  A  son  of  Julius 
Easton,  he  was  born,  July  22,  1833,  m  Manlius, 
Onondaga  county,  New  York,  of  substantial 
New  England  ancestry. 

Julius  Easton  was  born  in  Connecticut  May 
1.  1 79 1,  and  subsequently  spent  a  number  of 
years  in  the  Empire  state.  Coming  with  his 
family  to  Medina  county  in  1833,  he  located  in 
Guilford  township,  buying  ninety  acres  of  land 
one  and  one-fourth  miles  north  of  Seville. 
There  he  was  engaged  in  mixed  husbandry  for 
many  years,  devoting  a  large  part  of  his  time 
to  raising  cattle  and  sheep,  residing  there  until 
his  death,  in  1880.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
was  Artemesia  Manchester,  was  born  in 
Dutchess  county,  New  York,  and  died,  in  1881, 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio. 

An  infant  when  his  parents  settled  in  Guil- 
ford township,  Giles  M.  Easton  attended  first 
the  district  schools,  and  later  the  Seville  Acad- 
emy, remaining  at  home  until  becoming  of  age. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a  musician  in  the 
Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  respond- 
ing to  Lincoln's  first  call  for  troops,  and  served 
for  six  months.  Mr.  Easton  subsequently 
served  from  1864  until  1866  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  National 
Guards.  On  receiving  then  his  discharge  from 
the  service  he  returned  to  the  parental  home- 
stead in  Guilford  township,  and  having  as- 


sumed its  management  was  for  many  years 
prosperously  employed  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  being  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
members  of  the  farming  community.  He  raised 
more  sheep  than  his  father  had  at  any  time  and 
he  made  improvements  of  much  value,  erecting 
a  fine  barn  and  outbuildings,  supplying  his 
farm  with  the  most  approved  machinery  and 
farming  implements,  and  continued  in  his 
chosen  occupation  until  his  death,  May  29, 
1909,  although  the  few  years  previous  to  that 
event  he  had  lived  in  Seville,  somewhat  retired, 
but  still  considering  himself  a  farmer. 

Mr.  Easton  married,  in  1858,  Mary  M. 
Caughey,  who  was  born  in  Guilford  township, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Jemima  (McConnell) 
Caughey.  Their  only  child,  J.  Jay  Easton,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  academy  of 
Seville.  He  died  February  9,  1898,  leaving  a 
widow  and  two  children,  Leonard  and  Lucile. 
Leonard  Easton,  born  February  16,  1891,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  now  lives 
with  his  grandmother  in  Seville  and  is  attend- 
ing school  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  By  the  terms  of 
his  grandfather's  will  Leonard  will  ere  long 
come  into  possession  of  the  old  Easton  home- 
stead, which  is  a  valuable  and  most  desirable 
estate.  The  other  child,  Lucile  Easton,  born 
February  13,  1895,  lives  with  her  mother  and 
stepfather  in  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Easton  is  a 
bright  and  active  woman  of  seventy-five  years, 
with  her  faculties  unimpaired  by  age,  her  hear- 
ing and  eyesight  being  good,  and  her  mind  as 
clear  as  in  her  younger  days.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Harry  A.  McConnell  is  a  prominent  dairy 
farmer  and  business  man  in  Dorset  township. 
He  is  a  son  of  Frank  McConnell,  who  was 
born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  about  the  year 
of  1818,  and  locating  in  Harding  county  of 
this  state  he  moved  from  there  to  Wayne 
county  and  died  in  1894.  He  was  by  trade  a 
tanner.  Mrs.  McConnell,  his  wife,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Jane  Armstrong,  and  was 
born  in  1816,  and  died  in  1876.  They  reared 
three  children,  but  the  two  eldest  are  now  de- 
ceased. William  S.,  the  first  born,  was  a  Civil 
war  soldier  for  four  years,  and  was  later  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession.  Edward, 
the  next  younger  son,  died  in  1905  at  Bur- 
bank,  Ohio. 

Harry  A.  McConnell,  born  August  15,  1864, 
attended  the  schools  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  is 
now  a  prominent  dairy  farmer  and  the  owner 
of  160  acres  of  land  in  Dorset  township.     He 
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has  also  been  in  the  hotel  business  at  Dorset 
Station,  was  for  six  years  the  deputy  super- 
visor of  elections  for  Ashtabula  county,  is  the 
president  and  manager  of  the  Dorset  Tele- 
phone Company,  and  for  twelve  years  has 
served  his  township  as  a  trustee.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  allegiance.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
county  commissioner. 

Mr.  McDonnell  married  Mollie  Camp,  who 
■was  born  in  January,  1863,  and  they  have  had 
the  following  children :  Charlie,  who  was  born 
October  20,  1888,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Western  Reserve  Law  School  at  Cleveland ; 
Frank,  born  October  23,  1889,  attended  school 
in  Andover,  Ohio,  and  is  now  in  the  county 
surveyor's  office  at  Jefferson ;  Grant,  born  in 
1892 ;  Wade,  January  6,  1897 ;  and  Don,  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1902.  Mr.  McConnell  is  a  State  Po- 
lice, and  is  a  high  degree  Mason,  a  member  of 
both  the  chapter  and  council,  and  a  member  of 
the  fraternal  order  of  Maccabees. 


William  Calton  In  man  is  one  of  the  most 
active  business  men  of  Dorset  township,  and 
is  prominently  known  as  a  mill  owner,  char- 
coal manufacturer  and  farmer.  He  owns  both 
saw  and  planing  mills,  also  a  large  farm  of  800 
acres,  and  operates  a  number  of  charcoal 
plants,  one  at  Dorset,  one  at  Andover  and  an- 
other at  Wick,  and  he  furnishes  employment 
to  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  men.  He  has  also 
been  quite  extensively  engaged  in  contracting 
and  building,  having  during  the  past  summer 
of  1909  erected  seven  houses  in  Ashtabula,  and 
he  owns  a  lumber  yard  there  and  several  resi- 
dence properties. 

Mr.  Inman  is  a  grandson  on  the  paternal 
side  of  Nicholas  Inman,  born  in  Vermont,  who 
came  to  Ohio  with  ox  teams  many  years  ago, 
and  later  established  his  home  in  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania.  His  wife  was  nee  Esther  Whit- 
more,  and  their  children  included :  Worlin  C, 
who  was  born  in  1830  and  died  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1005  ;  Isaiah,  who  was  born  in  1831, 
a  stone  mason,  lived  in  Dowagiac,  Michigan, 
and  died  in  1907 ;  David,  who  died  in  Wiscon- 
sin ;  Betsy,  also  deceased;  and  Alvira.  the  wife 
of  a  Mr.  Taylor  and  a  resident  of  Kettle  Falls, 
Washington,  and  Laura,  wife  of  Abraham 
Clute,  late  of  Kelloggsville,  Ohio,  deceased. 
Worlin  C.  Inman,  the  third  born  child  in  the 
above  family,  became  a  resident  of  Colebrook 
in  this  county  when  a  small  boy,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  wagon  maker. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Finlaw,  who  was  born 


in  1830  and  died  May  9,  1904,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following,  sons  and 
daughters :  Henry,  born  in  1850,  married  Eliz- 
abeth Williams,  deceased,  and  he  lives  in  An- 
dover; Martha,  born  in  1852,  became  the  wife 
of  Norman  Fink,  and  died  in  1877;  James  W., 
born  in  1854,  married  Matilda  Larson  and 
resides  in  Ashtabula ;  John,  born  in  1859,  mar- 
ried Dora  E.  Smith,  and  their  home  is  in  Rich- 
mond Centre,  of  this  county. 

William  Calton  Inman,  the  youngest  child 
in  the  family  of  Worlin  C.  and  Elizabeth 
Inman,  born  March  19,  1869,  attended  school 
at  Jefferson,  and  later  found  employment  in 
the  woods.  He  married  on  the  12th  of  July, 
1889,  Jennie  M.  Phelps,  a  daughter  of  James 
M.  and  Mary  M.  (Smith)  Phelps,  and  a  son, 
Clyde,  was  born  to  them  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1893.  Mr.  Inman  has  fraternal  membership 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  a 
charter  member  of  Andover  Camp,  No.  5,261, 
and  he  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  alle- 
giance. He  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  Ashtabula  county,  and,  although 
yet  young  in  years,  his  is  proving  a  truly  suc- 
cessful life. 

Homer  P.  Cumings. — As  an  able  represen- 
tative of  the  profession  of  civil  and  mechan- 
ical engineering,  Mr.  Cumings  has  been  identi- 
fied with  much  work  of  important  order,  and 
not  the  least  of  this  has  been  accomplished 
within  the  time  of  his  incumbency  of  the  office 
of  city  engineer  of  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
of  which  position  he  has  been  in  tenure  since 
1903,  in  which  year  the  office  was  created.  He 
is  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
families  of  Lake  county  and  is  well  entitled 
to  consideration  in  the  publication,  which  is 
dedicated  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  its 
people. 

Mr.  Cumings  was  born  in  Madison  town- 
ship, Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  Febru- 
ary. 1  *(>_>,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Rebecca 
(Sullivan)  Cumings.  Further  data  in  regard 
to  the  family  genealogy  ma}-  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  the  career  of  Henry  II.  Cumings, 
on  other  pages  of  this  work.  Charles  Cumings 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  a 
boy  at  the  time  when  his  father.  Benjamin 
Cumings,  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  first  at 
Unionville,  Union  county,  whence  he  later  re- 
moved to  Lake  county.  Charles  Cumings  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  the  latter  county  and 
eventually  he  became  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Madison  township.    He  passed  the 
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closing  years  of  his  life  at  Madison,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  in  1900.  His  cherished  and 
devoted  wife  survived  him  by  three  years. 
Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  though  never  a  seeker  of  public 
office.  Charles  and  Rebecca  (  Sullivan )  (Turn- 
ings became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  con- 
cerning whom  the  following  brief  record  is 
entered:  Henry  H.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Ober- 
lin  College,  is  a  resident  of  Tidioute,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  is  engaged  in  the  oil-pro- 
duction business :  Charles  E.  is  engaged  in  the 
oil  and  gas  business  at  East  Brady,  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Frank  A.  is  a  resident  of  Madison,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  farmer  and  coal  dealer ; 
Jane  R.  is  the  widow  of  Howard  Atkinson  and 
resides  in  East  Cleveland.  ( )hio ;  Homer  P., 
subject  of  this  review,  was  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Miss  Emily  E.,  a  deaconess  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  resides  in  Cleve- 
land ;  Mary  M.  is  a  teacher  in  the  Painesville 
high  school  and  is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege ;  Nellie  L.  is  the  wife  of  Allen  N.  Benja- 
min, of  the  village  of  Madison,  Lake  county ; 
Kate  C.  is  the-  wife  of  Rev.  Orlando  Pershing, 
of  Ada,  Ohio ;  E.  Roscoe  is  professor  of  geol- 
ogy in  the  Indiana  State  University  at  Bloom- 
ington,  Indiana,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Union 
College,  Schenectady,  New  York,  besides 
which  he  received  from  Yale  University  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy:  and  Lucy, 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  Boyce,  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

The  old  homestead  farm  is  still  owned  by 
the  family,  and  the  present  Cumings  Home- 
stead Park  is  that  portion  of  the  farm  which 
lies  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  a  distance 
of  about  1,000  feet,  and  which  comprises  about 
ten  acres.  This  property  was  conveyed  by 
deed  to  the  ten  children,  and  those  of  the  num- 
ber living  now  hold  the  property  as  an  incor- 
porated company,  known  as  the  Cumings 
Homestead  Park  Company.  The  park  is  beau- 
tifully situated,  has  a  fine  grove  of  trees,  thirty 
years  old,  and  is  improved  by  effective  land- 
scape gardening.  The  place  has  been  used  for 
many  years  as  a  private  summer  resort.  It 
lies  due  north  of  the  village  of  Madison,  and 
adjacent  on  the  west  is  the  Madison  township 
park,  a  public  park.  The  remainder  of  the  old 
homestead  is  owned  by  Henry  H.  Cumings, 
the  eldest  son. 

Homer  P.  Cumings,  whose  name  introduces 
this  article,  passed  his  boyhood  and  early  youth 


on  the  old  home  farm  of  which  mention  has 
just  been  made,  and  after  duly  availing  him- 
self of  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  he 
entered  the  engineering  department  of  Union 
College,  at  Schenectady,  Xew  York,  in  which 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  Class  of 
1888,  and  from  which  he  received  the  degree 
of  Civil  Engineer.  After  his  graduation  he 
engaged  in  practice  as  a  general  engineer  in 
southern  Missouri  and  later  in  Cleveland.  He 
then  returned  to  Union  College  as  an  instructor 
in  civil  engineering,  and  he  was  thus  identified 
with  the  work  of  his  alma  mater  for  a  period 
of  six  years,  being  most  successful  in  his  ef- 
forts and  gaining  a  strong  hold  on  the  esteem 
of  the  students  of  his  department.  After  leav- 
ing the  college  he  returned  to  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, where  he  engaged  in  both  office  and  field 
work  in  connection  with  the  construction  of 
electric  railways  and  where  he  maintained  his 
professional  headquarters  until  1898,  when  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Painesville,  where  he 
has  since  continued  in  the  successful  work  of 
his  profession.  He  has  done  all  the  city  engi- 
neering work  and  has  been  city  engineer  from 
the  time  of  the  establishment  of  this  depart- 
ment of  municipal  service,  in  1903,  at  which 
time  also  Painesville  was  incorporated  as  a 
city.  Under  his  direction  has  been  installed 
an  effective  system  of  sanitary  sewers,  which 
already  cover  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles. 
The  paving  work  of  the  city  has  also  been 
done  under  his  supervision,  as  well  as  all  inci- 
dental work  relative  to  the  establishing  of 
grades  and  other  engineering  requirements. 
He  devotes  the  major  portion  of  his  attention 
to. his  official  duties,  and  his  administration  has 
gained  him  the  most  unqualified  commenda- 
tion and  approval.  He  is  known  as  an  able 
and  progressive  business  man  and  loyal  citi- 
zen and  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  his  native 
county.  Here  he  was  executor  of  his  father's 
estate,  and  here  he  is  the  owner  of  valuable 
realty  in  addition  to  his  interest  in  the  old 
homestead,  as  noted  in  a  preceding  paragraph. 

Mr.  Cumings  is  not  active  in  the  domain  of 
practical  politics,  but  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
all  that  touches  the  welfare  of  his  home  city. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  .Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  and  he  has  been  one 
of  the  most  prominent  factors  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  Painesville  Young.  Men's 
Christian  Association,  of  which  he  is  president 
at  the  time  of  this  writing.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Sigma  Xi,  an  honorary  college  fraternity. 

At   W'illoughby,  Ohio,  on  the   13th  of  Au- 
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gust,  1891,  Mr.  (Turnings  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Hills,  a  daughter  of 
Clinton  W.  Hills,  who  is  now  living  retired 
in  Painesville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cumings  have 
two  children — Mildred  J.  and  Harold  H.  The 
attractive  family  home  is  a  center  of  gracious 
hospitality  and  is  a  favored  resort  of  a  wide 
circle  of  friends. 

Clinton  W.  Hills. — This  venerable  and 
honored  citizen  of  Painesville,  where  he  is 
now  living  retired,  has  had  an  eventful  career 
and  one  that  has  stood  representative  of  con- 
secutive industry  and  earnest  purpose.  His 
experiences  in  a  business  way  have  been  varied, 
but  he  has  had  the  ability  and  good  fortune 
to  so  direct  his  efforts  as  to  make  ample  pro- 
vision for  his  declining  years,  which  he  is 
passing  in  peace  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Hills  is  a  native  of  Vernon  Center, 
Oneida  county,  New  York,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  1st  of  September,  1829.  He  is  a  son  of 
Manley  Miles  Hills,  and  the  latter  was  a  son 
of  Jesse  Hills,  who  was  prevailed  upon  to  come 
to  Ohio  with  the  Mormons  and  who  led  the 
singing  in  the  old  temple  of  this  organization 
in  the  village  of  Kirtland.  Jesse  Hills  was 
in  turn  a  son  of  Seth,  who  was  a  son  of  Be- 
fioni.  The  last  mentioned  was  a  son  of  Joseph, 
whose  father,  William  Hills,  the  original 
American  progenitor,  came  from  Durham, 
England,  and  settled  in  Boston  in   1632. 

Clinton  W.  Hills  passed  the  first  eleven  years 
of  his  life  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  who  was 
also  a  cooper  by  trade  and  vocation,  and  there- 
after he  was  "bound  out"  to  a  man  named 
Tryon,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  had 
attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when 
lie  was  given  $100  as  full  compensation  for 
his  services  during  the  interval  of  ten  years. 
His  early  educational  advantages  were  most 
meager,  but  through  self-discipline  and  the  ex- 
periences gained  in  connection  with  the  prac- 
tical affairs  of  life  he  has  become  a  man  of 
broad  and  accurate  information.  With  the 
$100  which  he  had  received  he  engaged  in  the 
poultry  business  with  a  partner,  and  the  latter 
finally  accumulated  all  the  cash  and  left  to  him 
the  experience,  as  is  often  the  case.  Under 
these  conditions  he  secured  work  on  a  farm  at 
eleven  dollars  a  month,  and  within  a  year  he 
had  saved  another  $100,  having  lost  but  two 
days  during  the  entire  year.  Realizing  his 
need  of  better  educational  training,  along  prac- 
tical lines,  he  then  went  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  he  entered  the  Brvant  &  Stratton  Busi- 


ness College,  in  which  he  completed  a  course 
of  study,  in  the  meanwhile  paying  his  way  by 
sweeping  floors  and  doing  such  other  work 
as  came  to  hand.  After  leaving  this  school  he 
found  his  cash  exhausted,  and  under  these 
conditions  he  secured  from  a  dealer  in  New 
York  a  stock  of  steel  pens,  lead  pencils,  etc., 
which  he  sold  to  the  trade.  He  worked  day 
and  night  and  finally  gained  sufficient  experi- 
ence to  make  him  successful.  He  traveled  in 
fully  twenty  different  states,  selling  goods  of 
this  description,  and  in  the  meanwhile  care- 
fully conserved  his  resources,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  five  years  he  had  about  $6,000.  He 
purchased  seventy  acres  of  land  in  Willoughby 
township,  Lake  county,  ( )hio,  having  come 
hither  to  visit  Mr.  Tryon,  with  whom  he  had 
lived  as  a  boy  and  who  had  located  on  a  farm 
in  Willoughby  township,  and  he  assumed  pos-# 
session  in  1863.  On  December  31  of  that  year, 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Mr.  Hills  married 
Miss  Emeline  Horton.  who  was  born  in  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  and  who  had  come  to  Ohio 
to  live  with  an  uncle.  The  young  couple  set- 
tled on  their  farm  in  Willoughby  township, 
where  they  remained  five  years.  Mr.  Hills 
then  sold  the  property  and  joined  his  wife's 
uncle,  Austin  Fulter,  in  Kansas,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  raising,  of  cattle.  He  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  near  Burlingame,  Orange 
county,  where  he  erected  a  house  and  made 
other"  improvements,  but  the  Kansas  winds 
proved  so  disagreeable  that  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty and  went  to  Winchester  valley,  Virginia, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  of  140  acres,  upon 
which  he  passed  two  years.  As  there  were  no 
public  schools  in  the  locality,  he  sold  this  prop- 
erty and  returned  to  Lake  county.  Ohio,  in 
order  to  give  his  children  needed  educational 
advantages.  He  here  bought  twenty-six  acres 
in  Willoughby  township,  one-half  mile  distant 
from  his  old  farm,  but  as  he  liked  the  climate 
of  the  middle  south  he  finally  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Tennessee,  locating  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Newmarket.  There  he  passed  two 
years  under  most  pleasing  environment,  but 
he  then  returned  to  Lake  county  and  bought 
a  farm  of  thirty  acres  in  Willoughby  township. 
He  again  sold'  out  and  returned  to  the  south, 
but  finally  came  back  to  the  same  township 
and  bought  thirty  acres  lying  adjacent  to  the 
first  farm  he  had  owned  in  Willoughby  town- 
ship. During  the  various  removals  and 
changes  he  had  practically  "held  his  own,"  but 
had  not  greatly  increased  his  capital  from  that 
with  which  he   started   in   Lake  county.     On 
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the  last  mentioned  farm,  however,  he  contin- 
ued to  reside  from  1875  until  1903,  when  he 
sold  the  property  and  removed  to  Painesville, 
where  he  has  since  lived  virtually  retired.  He 
made  the  best  of  improvements  on  his  farm, 
which  he  devoted  largely  to  the  growing  of 
fruits,  in  which  line  he  made  a  specialty  of 
peaches  and  grapes.  He  sold  from  the  farm 
in  one  year  4,000  half-bushel  baskets  of  these 
products,  and  his  success  is  well  indicated  by 
this  statement.  He  became  an  authority  on 
fruit-growing  in  this  section,  and  the  attractive 
little  homestead  of  which  he  was  so  long  the 
owner  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Hills  took  a  deep  interest  in  all 
that  concerned  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
his  section  of  the  county  and  held  various  local 
offices.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
.Republican  party  and  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  They 
have  one  son  and  one  daughter — Edwin  M., 
who  is  proprietor  of  a  livery  and  boarding 
stable  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  Jennie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Homer  P.  Cumings,  of  Paines- 
ville, individually  mentioned  on  other  pages 
of  this  work.  Mr.  Hills  is  well  preserved  in 
physical  and  mental  powers  and  in  appearance 
gives  slight  indication  of  the  four-score  years 
that  rest  upon  him. 

Constant  S.  Bacon  is  numbered  among  the 
well  known  and  successful  farmers  of  Monroe 
township,  with  whose  interests  he  has  been 
identified  throughout  nearly  his  entire  business 
career.  Leander  Bacon,  his  father,  born  in 
New  York  in  1809,  came  to  this  state  in  1868 
from  Wisconsin,  and  he  had  previously  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Hillibert,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1814,  and  she  died  on  the  2d  of  January, 
1883,  the  husband  surviving  her  until  the  6th 
of  fanuarv,  1891,  dying  in  Monroe  township, 
Ashtabula' county,  they  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  Betsey,  born  January 
8,  1831,  lives  in  Nebraska;  Amanda,  born  in 
April,  1834,  lives  in  New  York;  Orlando,  born 
in  1837,  died  July  4,  1908 ;  Calista,  born  Sep- 
tember 26,  1839.  died  in  1891  ;  Frank,  born  in 
1841,  resides  in  Wisconsin  ;  Alfred,  born  De- 
cember 25,  1845,  died  in  August  of  1896;  and 
Constant  was  born  Februarv  18,  1849.  m  New 
York. 

Constant  S.  Bacon  was  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Ashtabula  county 
and  he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  dairy  farmers 
of  Monroe  township  and  a  property  owner,  his 
estate  numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 


He  was  formerly  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
the  making  of  cheese  and  kept  on  an  average 
twenty  head  of  cattle,  breeding  Durham  cattle 
for  his  own  use.  After  ten  years  he  gave  up 
this  branch  of  business  and  has  since  been  a 
dairy  farmer  and  grain  raiser.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  affiliations,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Police. 

Mr.  Bacon  married  on  June  6,  1869,  Calista 
Hill,  born  October  23,  185 1,  a  daughter  of 
Wallace  and  Hannah  (Laird)  Hill,  who  are 
represented  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  The 
children  of  this  union  are:  Orlando,  who  was 
born  March  10,  1870,  and  is  now  a  Monroe 
township  agriculturist ;  Nell,  born  December 
17,  1871,  is  living  in  Nebraska;  Fred,  born 
April  24,  1875,  is  in  Monroe  township;  Gran- 
ville, born  July  13,  1878,  is  also  a  Monroe 
township  agriculturist ;  Warded,  born  Septem- 
ber 3,  1882,  is  at  home  with  his  parents ;  Nora, 
born  June  2,  1885,  lives  in  Springborough, 
Pennsylvania  ;  Floyd,  born  September  25,  1888, 
is  a  member  of  the  regular  army  and  living  at 
Camp  Sheridan,  Illinois ;  Agnes,  born  March 
8,  1891,  is  at  home;  and  Sarah,  born  January 
27,  1883,  is  also  with  her  parents.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Grange. 

William  Wallace  Hill,  honored  alike  for 
his  sterling  worth  of  character,  his  patriotism 
and  his  true  citizenship,  represents  an  early 
pioneer  family  of  Monroe  township.  Almerian 
Hill,  his  father,  came  to  Ohio  from  Genesee 
county,  New  York,  about  the  year  of  1810.  He 
had  been  defrauded  of  his  money  by  signing 
notes,  and  came  to  the  west  to  replenish  his 
lost  possessions,  living  for  a  short  time  at  Con- 
neaut,  then  called  "Hunter  Hill,"  and  later  es- 
tablished his  home  in  Monroe  township.  He 
married  Rachel  Haskins  in  Canada,  and  their 
children  were:  John  (deceased),  Almerian, 
Jerusha,  Robert,  Judie  Ann,  Samuel,  Alex- 
ander, Louisa,  Hector,  Marian,  William  Wal- 
lace and  Luretta. 

William  W.  Hill,  born  December  19,  1828, 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  helping  to 
clear  the  home  farm,  in  chopping,  wood,  build- 
ing fences  and  at  various  other  labor  necessary 
on  a  new  and  undeveloped  farm.  There  were 
no  roads  and  scarcely  any  houses  in  this  com- 
munity at  that  time,  and  his  young  life  was 
replete  with  pioneer  conditions.  He  spent  one 
year  in  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  enlisting  for  the 
Civil  war  in  August  of  1861,  he  was  mustered 
in  in  the  following  September  and  was  made 
member  of  Company  E,   Twenty-ninth   Ohio 
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Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  H.  Luce. 
But  in  1862  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  on  account  of  sickness,  thereafter 
receiving  a  pension  until  he  relinquished  it  in 
1865,  owing  to  the  then  poor  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  government.  He  again  in  1895 
applied  for  his  pension  and  received  the  pen- 
sion in  full.  During  the  past  two  years  he  has 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  eyesight,  but  he  bears 
this  affliction  with  the  same  courage  and  forti- 
tude which  has  characterized  his  entire  life. 

He  married  in  Espyville,  Pennsylvania,  Oc- 
tober 21,  1848,  Hannah  Laird,  who  was  born 
January  26,  1829,  and  her  parents,  Nathan  and 
Hannah  (Allen)  Laird,  were  respectively  from 
the  Green  Mountains  in  Vermont  and  from 
the  state  of  New  York.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill :  Celestia, 
born  October  10,  1849,  married  C.  Wittwer 
and  lives  in  Wright  county,  Missouri ;  Calista, 
born  October  23,,  185 1,  married  C.  Bacon,  men- 
tioned in  the  sketch  of  Constant  Bacon,  and 
they  live  in  Monroe  township,  Ashtabula 
county;  Solyma,  born  December  1,  1853,  mar- 
ried Hiram  Sevey  and  is  living  in  Monroe 
township;  Jasper,  born  March  1,  1856,  lives 
in  Monroe  township,  and  is  mentioned  more 
at  length  below ;  Lydia  Louisa,  born  October 
24,  1857,  married  Thomas  Scribner,  of  Monroe 
township;  Ida,  born  February  26,  1862,  died 
in  1902;  Nora,  born  September  26,  i860,  mar- 
ried Andrew  Lanum  and  lives  at  Painesville, 
Ohio;  and  Laura,  born  October  14,  1870,  mar- 
ried Elmer  Pitts  and  lives  in  Loveland,  Colo- 
rado. 

Jasper  Hill,  a  son  of  William  and  Hannah 
Hill,  has  been  a  lifelong  farmer,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Monroe  township.  He  is  a  general  farmer, 
and  also  maintains  a  small  dairy  and  raises 
some  stock  for  sale,  keeping  on  an  average 
about  sixty  sheep.  He  owns  an  estate  of  no 
acres  in  Sheffield  township,  Ashtabula  county. 
Mr.  Hill  married  on  February  6,  1876,  Ellen 
Patrick,  who  was  born  January  19,  1856,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Leavitt) 
Patrick,  the  father  born  in  181 1  and  died  in 
1877,  and  the  mother  born  in  1829,  died  in 
1868.  The  two  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill 
are  Ray  and  Wallace.  The  elder,  born  March 
28,  1877,  married  Janetta  Cowan  and  lives  in 
Sheffield  township.  The  younger  son,  born 
June  19,  1879,  married  Ruby  Crosby  and  also 
lives  in  Sheffield  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jasper  Hill  are  members  of  the  Grange,  and 
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she  is  also  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

Harley  Barnes. — A  citizen  of  Painesville 
standing  high  in  its  business,  intellectual  and 
religious  circles,  Harley  Barnes  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  at  Chester,  Geauga  county,  March 
6,  1859.  He  was  first  educated  in  district 
schools  and  completed  his  scholastic  training 
at  Chester  Seminary.  Mr.  Barnes  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  but  after  leaving  the  seminary 
spent  a  number  of  years  in  newspaper  work, 
which  proved  a  valuable  discipline  for  him, 
both  in  the  way  of  mental  training  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  self-possession  and  adaptability. 

Mr.  Barnes'  journalistic  career  was  inter- 
spersed with  the  reading  of  law,  and  in  1884 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  Painesville. 
Both  his  professional  work  and  his  labors  for 
the  Republican  party  were  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  his  friends  and  associates,  so  that  in 
1891  he  was  honored  with  appointment  as  re- 
corder of  Lake  county.  The  discharge  of 
these  duties  led  to  the  establishment  of  an  ab- 
stract business,  which  gradually  developed  and 
expanded  into  real  estate,  banking  and  invest- 
ments, to  which  Mr.  Barnes  now  devotes  him- 
self, to  his  encouraging  profit  and  increase 
of  reputation  as  a  broad,  honorable  and  suc- 
cessful man  of  affairs.  He  is  not  only  a  suc- 
cessful promoter  of  various  investment  enter- 
prises, but  has  always  held  many  positions  of 
a  fiduciary  nature,  which  call  for  both  execu- 
tive and  managerial  ability  and  an  integrity 
which  is  proof  against  all  temptation.  Mr. 
Barnes'  intellectual  talents  run  along  the  line 
of  history,  and  in  that  field  he  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  Western  Reserve.  He  is  a 
life  member  of  the  Ohio  Archeological  and 
Historical  Society  and  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve Historical  Society,  and  vice-president  of 
the  Old  Northwest  Genealogical  Society.  He 
is  also  deeply  interested  in  church  and  Sunday 
school  work,  and  in  all  else  which  tends  to 
elevate  the  intellectual  or  moral  life  of  those 
with  whom  he  associates. 


Elmer  E.  Royer,  cultivator  of  a.  valuable 
farm  in  Randolph  township,  Portage  county, 
is  the  son  of  George  Amos  and  Anna  (Look- 
enbauch)  Royer,  who  are  still  located  on  the 
old  and  productive  farm  in  the  center  of  the 
township,  upon  which  their  son  was  reared. 
Mr.  Rover,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania (also  the  birthplace  of  his  parents), 
November  6,  1862,  and  was  brought  to  Ran- 
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dolph  township  with  other  members  of  the 
family  in  1868.  The  first  family  homestead 
consisted  of  eighty  acres,  but  George  Rover 
afterward  purchased  the  164  acres  which  con- 
stitutes his  present  place. 

Elmer  E.  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Randolph  township,  remaining 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  October 
12,  1886,  to  Miss  Elma  Maxwell.  His  wife, 
whi>  was  born  June  12,  1864,  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Elsie  (Honeywell)  Maxwell,  both 
natives  of  Ohio.  Their  daughter  and  only 
child,  Elsie  A.,  was  born  February  5,  1894, 
and  is  being  educated  at  Randolph.  In  com- 
pletion of  the  record  of  the  father,  it  should 
be  added  that  Mr.  Rover  has  long  been  known 
as  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  that  for  several 
terms  he  has  served  his  township  as  trustee. 
In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office,  as 
of  all  entrusted  to  him,  he  has  evinced  faith- 
fulness and  thorough  intelligence. 

Amos  L.  Slabaugh,  who  successfully  oper- 
ates a  farm  of  150  acres  in  Randolph  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  was  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, December  16,  1822.  He  is  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Nancy  (Roods)  Slabaugh,  who 
migrated  from  the  old  home  in  Lancaster 
county,  in  1827,  and  located  in  Mahoning 
county.  There  the  family  settled  on  a  farm 
of  160  acres.  The  sons  assisted  their  father 
in  clearing  the  land,  and  in  the  log  house 
which  was  the  family  home  was  reared  the 
twelve  children  of  the  household. 

Amos  L.,  who  is  the  only  surviving  son  of 
the  family,  resided  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Julia  A.  France  in  1853.  He 
then  located  at  Akron,  Ohio ;  subsequently  re- 
sided in  Indiana  for  three  years ;  lived  for  a 
time  at  Rootstown,  Portage  county,  and  finally 
settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Randolph  town- 
ship. His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1832  and 
is  therefore  ten  years  his  junior,  has  borne  him 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  follows:  Dr. 
Warren  Slabaugh,  a  practicing  physician  of 
Omaha;  Willard  W.,  a  lawyer  in  that  city; 
Watson  E..  a  lawyer,  who  resides  at  Akron, 
Ohio;  Frank  is  an  Omaha  dentist;  and  his 
sister  Mary  lives  at  home. 

Adelbert  W.  Wheelock. — Himself  one  of 
the  most  progressive  agriculturists  of  Portage 
county,  with  his  private  interests  located  in 
Randolph  township  since  the  early  period  of 
his  manhood,  Adelbert  W.  Wheelock  is  also 
a  widely  known  character  in  this  section  be- 


cause of  the  prominence  of  his  maternal  an- 
cestry in  the  early  history  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  his  own  earnestness  as  a  student 
of  pioneer  times  and  as  a  collector  of  curios 
connected  with  them.  He  is  a  native  of  Alle- 
gan county,  Michigan,  born  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and 
Catherine  M.  (Clark)  Wheelock,  natives  of 
New  Hampshire.  His  mother  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Billings  and  Rachel  (Brigden)  Clark, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  who  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  in  18 16,  taking  up  land  in  both 
Lake  and  Portage  counties,  but  fixing  their 
homestead  in  Edinburg  township.  There  Bil- 
lings Clark  erected  what  was  then  the  largest 
residence  in  Portage  county,  and  was  a  promi- 
nent man.  Artimus  and  Rachel  (Renolds) 
Wheelock,  the  paternal  grandparents  of  the 
family,  first  flourished  in  New  York  state,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Adelbert  W.,  who  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  being  William  Whee- 
lock. Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Wheelock,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  still  alive — Adelbert  W.,  of  this 
sketch;  Wilford  A.,  who  is  also  a  resident  of 
Randolph  township ;  Maurice  R.,  a  citizen  of 
Ravenna;  Nettie  G.  (Wheelock)  Bailey,  who 
now  lives  at  Shreve,  Wayne  county ;  Carrie  V., 
of  Cleveland,  and  Arthur  A.,  who  resides  at 
Salem,  Columbiana  county,  all  in  the  state  of 
Ohio. 

Until  he  was  fifteen  vears  of  age,  Adelbert 
W.  resided  with  his  parents,  but  his  independ- 
ence tnen  came  to  the  foreground  and  made 
him  the  self-supporting  member  of  the  com- 
munity which  he  has  since  been,  with  a  great 
surplus  of  energy  and  ability  which  have  been 
applied  to  the  advancement  both  of  his  private 
affairs  and  those  of  the  township  and  the 
county.  On  September  20,  1887,  when  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  Mr.  Wheelock  mar- 
ried Miss  Alice  B.  Switzer,  and  after  residing 
in  Edinburg  township  for  ten  years,  settled 
in  Randolph  and  purchased  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies.  His  wife,  who  was  born  May 
5,  1865,  is  a  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Rebecca 
SwitzeV,  natives  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  herself  the  mother  of  Charles  B.,  Frank- 
lin T.  and  Edith  M.,  all  living  at  home.  Mrs. 
Wheelock's  grandfather,  Jacob  Switzer,  was 
born  November  8,  1788,  and  died  March  28, 
1859,  while  her  grandmother,  Catherine,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  year  as  her  husband, 
passed  away  March  17,  1850. 

Mr.  Wheelock  has  always  taken  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  general  progress  of  agricultural 
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matters  in  the  county,  and  for  years  has  been 
active  in  Grange  work,  having  served  for  the 
past  seven  years  as  worthy  master  of  the  local 
body.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  but  his 
religious  faith  is  firmly  grounded  in  Meth- 
odism, and  for  nine  years  he  has  served  as 
trustee  of  the  Randolph  church. 

Brief  reference  has  been  made  to  Mr.  Whee- 
lock's  interest  in  historic  relics,  and,  being  a 
man  of  action  and  enterprise,  he  has  become 
an  industrious  collector.  Among  other  inter- 
esting articles  now  deposited  in  his  private 
museum  is  a  United  States  mail  bag  represent- 
ing the  kind  used  when  the  national  postal 
service  was  first  placed  in  operation.  This 
particular  pouch  was  last  used  by  Colonel  Tay- 
lor from  1796  to  1800.  Then  there  is  the  great 
basting  fork  wielded  by  his  great-grandmother 
in  the  days  when  the  roasting  and  cooking  was 
done  in  open  fireplaces,  over  the  blazing  logs 
or  golden  beds  of  partly  burned  wood.  A 
bell  originally  the  property  of  Job  Clark,  a 
maternal  ancestor  of  several  generations  back, 
was  transferred  by  him  from  Rhode  Island  to 
the  later  home  of  the  family  in  Connecticut ; 
descended  to  Billings  Clark,  the  maternal 
grandfather,  who  brought  it  to  Edinburg 
township  when  he  came  hither  in  1816;  next 
it  became  the  property  of  Catherine  Clark,  his 
daughter,  who  carried  the  much-traveled  bell 
with  her  to  Michigan,  after  she  became  Mrs. 
Benjamin  F.  Wheelock ;  and  the  treasured 
family  heirloom  remained  in  her  household 
when  it  was  shifted  to  Randolph  township, 
finally  passing  to  the  careful  hands  of  her  son, 
Adelbert  W.  He  has  a  wooden  sugar  bowl 
whicb  has  been  in  the  family  for  more  than  a 
century ;  a  hatchel,  or  comber,  with  the  flax 
which  was  last  used  by  his  grandmother,  which 
was  a  gift  to  the  girl  in  1805 ;  and  a  spoon 
owned  by  Isabel  Eliott  150  years  ago.  Of  the 
relics  which  may  be  said  to  be  of  more  gen- 
eral historic  interest  are  the  section  of  a  grape 
vine  set  out  by  George  Washington ;  a  chip  of 
George  Washington's  barn  wall  at  Mt.  Ver- 
non ;  a  copy  of  the  "Psalms  and  Hymns"  pub- 
lished by  John  Ripon,  D.  D..  in  1803,  and  a 
portrait  of  Justine  Eddy,  painted  by  W.  A. 
Waterman  in  1818.  Connected  with  the 
periods  immediately  before  and  after  the  Civil 
war,  Mr.  Wheelock  also  possesses  a  life  of 
George  Washington  by  Hon.  J.  T.  Headley. 
with  an  interesting  account  of  Mount  Vernon, 
issued  in  i860,  and  both  volumes  of  the  "His- 
tory of  the  Civil  War,"  as  published  by  John 


S.    C.   Abbott   in    1866.      He   has   also   a   fine 
Indian  collection,  minerals  and  fossils. 

Rev.  Edwin  H.  Hawley.  —  Measured  by 
its  beneficence,  its  nobility  and  its  fruitful 
labors  as  one  of  the  able  ministers  of  the 
gospel  in  the  Western  Reserve,  the  life  of 
this  honored  pioneer,  Rev.  Edwin  H.  Haw- 
ley, was  such  as  to  make  the  influence  thereof 
continue  to  manifest  itself  in  ever  widening 
angle,  through  the  effects  upon  and  labors  of 
those  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  his  per- 
sonal or  subjective  influence  during  his  long 
and  faithful  service  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
divine  Master.  It  is  signally  fitting  that  in 
this  publication  be  entered  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  this  venerated  pioneer  clergyman 
of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Rev.  Edwin  H.  Hawley  was  born  at  New 
Canaan,  Columbia  county,  New  York,  on  the 
12th  of  October,  1812,  and  was  a  scion  of 
a  family  of  English  lineage,  whose  name  has 
been  identified  with  the  annals  of  American 
history  from  the  early  colonial  days ;  repre- 
sentatives of  the  same  were  numbered  among 
the  founders  and  first  settlers  of  Canaan,  Con- 
necticut, and  the  same  name  was  applied  to 
the  New  York  settlement  made  by  members 
of  the  family  in  later  generations.  Mr.  Haw- 
ley's  parents  were  in  comfortable  financial 
circumstances  and  he  was  afforded  excel- 
lent educational  advantages  in  his  youth, 
besides  which  had  the  beneficent  influences 
of  a  home  of  culture  and  refinement.  He 
was  for  four  years  a  student  in  Union  Col- 
lege, at  Schenectady,  New  York,  in  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1838,  and  from  which  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  later  Master  of  Arts.  Soon  after  his 
graduation  he  was  matriculated  in  Newton 
Theological  Seminary,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
in  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1840. 
In  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  church, 
in  New  York  City.  Prior  to  this,  in  1837, 
he  had  received  from  this  church  denomina- 
tion a  license  to  preach.  After  his  ordina- 
tion Mr.  Hawley  was  sent  as  a  missionary  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  upon  his  arrival  in 
this  state  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the  little 
village  of  Lorain,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie. 
In  Lorain  county,  on  the  3d  of  November, 
1841,  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Dinah  R.  Morse,  and  in  the  following  year 
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thev  removed  to  Bedford,  Cuyahoga  county, 
where  he  became  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church. 
There  his  wife  died,  and  he  later  married 
Miss  Hannah  Spafford,  whose  death  occurred 
within  the  same  year.  On  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1846,  Mr.  Hawley  was  married,  while 
still  residing  in  Bedford,  to  Mrs.  Rachel  (Pef- 
fers)  Rose^  of  Burton,  Geauga  county;  she 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  New  York. 
While  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Bed- 
ford. Mr.  Hawley  also  had  pastoral  charge  of 
the  church  in  the  little  village  of  Twinsburg, 
three  miles  distant,  in  Summit  county. 

While  actively  laboring  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Bedford,  Mr.  Hawley  became  inter- 
ested in  the  teachings  and  doctrine  of  the 
Christian  church,  then  known  as  Disciples  of 
Christ.  So  strong  an  appeal  did  the  tenets  of 
this  denomination  make  to  Mr.  Hawley  that 
he  finally  visited  the  Rev.  Alexander  Camp- 
bell at  his  home  in  Bethany,  West  Virginia, 
and  his  interview  and  discussions  with  this 
honored  founder  of  the  Christian  church  re- 
sulted in  his  espousing  the  faith  of  said  de- 
nomination, to  which  he  transferred  his  mem- 
bership and  of  which  he  became  a  clergyman. 
His  first  pastorate  under  the  auspices  of  this 
church  was  at  Braceville,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  and  later  he  held  pastoral  charge  of 
the  church  at  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull  county, 
for  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which, 
in  the  autumn  of  1854,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Painesville,  Lake  county,  in  which 
village  he  became  the  first  settled  pastor  of  the 
church  of  Disciples  of  Christ.  Here  also  he 
served  one  year  as  principal  of  the  public 
schools.  He  was  a  man  of  profound  erudi- 
tion and  was  familiar  with  several  languages. 

After  a  successful  pastorate  of  four  years 
in  Painesville.  Mr.  Hawley  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  church  at  Wilmington,  Clin- 
ton county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  He  then  returned  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  soon  afterward  he  became  pastor  of 
the  church  of  his  faith  in  the  village  of  Men- 
tor, Lake  county,  one  of  the  oldest  churches 
of  the  denomination  in  Ohio,  and  while  he  re- 
tained this  incumbency  Alexander  Campbell 
visited  Mentor  and  preached  from  the  pulpit 
of  this  church.  After  leaving  this  charge  Mr. 
Hawley  preached  at  Perry  and  other  places 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  in  1864  he  was 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Euclid  Ave- 
nue church  in  East  Cleveland,  then  known  as 
Doan's  Corners.  A  year  later  he  became  min- 
ister of  the  Disciples'  church  at  Hiram,  Port- 
age county,  where  he  served   for  two  years, 


during  which  period  his  children  attended  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  the  nucleus  of  the  present 
Hiram  College.  Owing  to  a  disordered  con- 
dition of  his  vocal  organs,  Mr.  Hawley  found 
it  impossible  to  continue  regular  pastoral  work 
for  some  time,  and  under  these  conditions  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
from  which  place  he  was  called  to  supply  tem- 
porarily the  pulpits  of  his  church  in  various 
parts  of  the  state.  Finally  he  became  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  after  which 
he  preached  at  varying  intervals  in  various 
churches  in  the  Reserve,  without  holding  a 
permanent  charge. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  for  many  years  a  regular 
and  valued  contributor  to  the  Christian  Stand- 
ard, of  which  the  editor-in-chief  was  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Errett.  Mr.  Hawley  was  well  known 
to  and  held  in  high  regard  by  the  ministers 
of  his  church  in  Ohio  and  elsewhere.  He 
was  an  earnest  speaker,  and  his  every  utter- 
ance betokened  a  courage  of  conviction  and  a 
desire  to  be  helpful  to  his  fellow  men.  His 
character  was  one  of  gracious  kindliness,  and 
he  won  to  himself  the  love  and  esteem  of  all 
who  came  within  the  circle  of  his  influence. 
He  had  naught  of  intellectual  bigotry  and  in- 
tolerance, but  placed  true  values  upon  men 
and  affairs,  understanding  the  well-springs  of 
human  thought  and  action  and  having  a  deep 
and  abiding  sympathy  for  all  sorts  and  condi- 
tions of  men.  His  was  the  faith  that  makes 
faithful,  and  of  him  it  may  consistently  be 
said  that  he  "remembered  those  who  were  for- 
gotten" and  those  who  "sat  in  darkness." 

In  1869,  so  greatly  had  his  voice  been  im- 
paired. Mr.  Hawley  found  it  imperative  to 
withdraw  from  active  ministerial  work,  and 
he  became  a  dealer  in  antiquarian  books,  in 
Cleveland  —  a  vocation  signally  in  harmony 
with  his  fine  literary  tastes  and  habits.  He 
continued  in  this  line  of  business  for  a  few 
years,  and  about  1873  he  returned  to  Bed- 
ford, Cuyahoga  county,  where  he  remained  a 
few  years.  He  passed  the  last  years  of  his 
long  and  fruitful  life  in  Cleveland,  where  he 
died  on  the  18th  of  November,  1893,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  memory  is  re- 
vered by  all  who  knew  him  and  it  is  assuredly 
true  that  "his  works  do  follow  him."  His 
widow  survived  him  by  six  years,  and  was 
eighty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  • 
death,  which  occurred  in  Painesville.  All  of 
the  five  children  were  born  of  the  last  marriage, 
and  concerning  them  the  following,  brief  data 
is  given:  Dr.  Charles  M.  is  individually  men- 
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tioned  in  this  publication ;  Alice  E.,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Alden  H.  Matthews,  died  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland  ;  Helen  L.  is  the  wife  of 
Theodore  F.  Hollinger,  of  Detroit,  Michigan; 
Dr.  Edwin  P.  is  a  successful  medical  prac- 
titioner in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  Kate  L.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Colman,  of  Cleveland. 

Standing  in  the  great  white  light  of  a  life 
and  character  like  that  of  Rev.  Edwin  H. 
Hawley,  we  are  moved  to  veneration  and 
admiration,  and  poor,  indeed,  is  he  who  can  not 
find  in  his  life  record  both  lesson  and  incentive. 


Dr.  Charles  M.  Hawley  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Paines- 
ville,  Lake  county,  where  he  has  maintained  his 
home  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  and 
where  he  is  held  in  unqualified  esteem  both  as 
a  physician  and  as  a  citizen  of  the  utmost 
loyalty  and  public  spirit.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  on  other  pages  of  this  work  is  entered  a 
memoir  to  his  honored  father,  the  late  Rev. 
Edwin  H.  Hawley,  it  is  not  necessary  to  here 
offer  further  review  of  the  family  history,  as 
ready  reference  may  be  made  to  the  article 
mentioned. 

Dr.  Hawley  was  born  in  the  village  of  Bed- 
ford, Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of 
February,  1849.  He  gained  his  early  educa- 
tional discipline  in  the  schools  of  the  various 
cities  and  villages  in  which  his  father  had  pas- 
toral charge,  and  in  1864  he  entered  Hiram 
Eclectic  Institute,  at  Hiram,  Ohio,  where  his 
father  was  then  located,  and  in  this  institution 
he  continued  higher  academic  studies  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  In  preparing,  for  the 
work  of  his  chosen  profession  he  was  matricu- 
lated in  the  Pennsylvania  Eclectic  Medical  Col- 
lege, at  Philadelphia,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1871  and 
from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  After  his  graduation  the  doctor 
spent  one  year  in  Europe,  and  within  this  inter- 
val he  visited  Ireland,  England.  Scotland, 
Wales.  France,  Italy.  Austria,  Germany,  Hol- 
land and  Belgium.  He  made  the  trip  through 
Europe  largely  on  foot ;  he  arrived  in  France 
soon  after  the  evacuation  of  Paris  by  the  Ger- 
mans, after  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  and  he 
kept  "outside  the  beaten  path"  in  his  itinerary, 
so  that  his  journeys  proved  of  far  more  interest 
and  value  and  less  expense  was  entailed.  In 
fact  he  expended  in  making  this  extended  tour 
the  sum  of  only  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

After  his  return  to  Ohio  Dr.  Hawley  passed 


four  and  one-half  years  as  first  assistant  physi- 
cian of  the  Ohio  state  hospital  for  the  insane, 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  thereafter  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  about 
eighteen  months  in  his  native  town  of  Medford, 
where  his  father  was  living  at  the  time.  In  the 
spring  of  1880  Dr.  Hawley  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Painesville,  where  he  practically  suc- 
ceeded to  the  practice  of  the  late  and  honored 
Dr.  L.  C.  Stebbins,  and  here  he  has  since  con- 
tinued in  the  active  work  of  his  profession, 
having,  a  large  and  representative  practice  and 
being  one  of  the  leading  members  of  his  pro- 
fession in  this  section  of  the  state.  For  thirteen 
years  he  was  attending  physician  at  the  county 
infirmary  of  Lake  county,  and  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Painesville  board  of  health  since 
1893.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society,  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  Lake  County  Medical  Society. 

In  politics  Dr.  Hawlev  is  an  advocate  of  the 
principles  and  policies  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  while  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that 
touches  the  well-being  of  the  community,  he 
never  has  sought  public  office.  His  interest  in 
educational  matters  was  signified  by  his  serving 
for  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education  of  Painesville.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Disciples,  or  Christian 
church,  of  which  his  father  was  a  distinguished 
clergyman,  and  they  are  actively  identified  with 
the  work  of  their  church  in  Painesville. 

Dr.  Hawley  has  inherited  much  of  the  fine 
literary  taste  of  his  father,  and  is  a  constant 
reader  of  the  best  literature,  both  professional 
and  standard.  He  is  fortunate  in  being  the 
owner  of  the  large  and  finely  selected  library 
collected  by  his  father,  whose  discrimination 
was  ultimate  in  regard  to  such  matters.  This 
library  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  choicest  pri- 
vate collections  to  be  found  within  the  borders 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  In  his  library  the 
Doctor  also  retains  the  old  working  desk, 
revolving  book-case  and  chair  so  long  and  con- 
stantly used  by  his  father,  of  whose  gentle  and 
noble  character  he  is  ever  mindful  and  to  whom 
he  pays  a  perpetual  tribute  of  love  and  honor. 

In  1882  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
1  lawley  to  Miss  Emma  Burridge,  daughter  of 
Captain  E'.eazer  Burridge,  of  Mentor,  Lake 
county,  ana1  they  have  two  sons, — Edwin  H., 
who  is  a  railway  postal  clerk  and  who  main- 
tains his  headquarters  in  Cleveland ;  and 
Charles  B.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Case 
School  of  Applied  Science,  in  Cleveland,  and 
who  is  a  civil  engineer  by  profession. 
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Frank  Barnes  has  long  been  associated 
with  the  varied  interests  of  Ashtabula  county, 
but  he  is  a  native  son  of  Connecticut,  born 
March  7,  1830,  to  the  marriage  union  of  Zenus 
and  Flora  (Goodwin)  Barnes.  Zenus  Barnes, 
born  at  New  Hartford,  Connecticut,  December 
28,  1798,  came  to  Ohio  in  1837,  and  in  1866 
he  became  a  resident  of  Austinburg  and  one 
of  its  agriculturists.  His  death  occurred  at 
Lansing,  Michigan,  July  19,  1870.  Mrs.  Barnes 
was  born  April  9,  1805,  and  died  on  the  31st 
of  May,  1872.  The  following  children  were 
born  of  their  marriage :  Elizabeth,  who  was 
born  September  30,  1826,  and  died  on  April 
30,  1849;  Walter,  born  in  1829.  married  Amelia 
Gould  and  died  in  California  in  1865.  his 
widow  now  living  at  Columbus  Junction,  Iowa ; 
•Frank,  born  March  7,  1830,  is  mentioned 
below;  Homer,  born  in  April,  1832.  died  in 
1865;  Mary,  born  July  II,  1838,  died  Sep- 
tember 28,  1849;  Norman,  born  July  1,  1842, 
died  October  11,  1849;  and  Lizzie,  born  in 
1847,  died  in  Iowa  in  1886. 

Frank  Barnes  received  his  educational  train- 
ing in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  where  he  attended 
both  public  and  select  schools,  and  he  started 
on  his  business  career  as  a  farmer,  but  after  a 
short  time  went  into  a  store  and  clerked  until 
1854.  During  the  following  ten  years  he  re- 
sided in  Minnesota,  engaged  in  teaming  and 
farming,  and  returning  to  Ohio  in  1864  he 
located  at  Huntsburg,  and  a  year  later  moved 
from  there  to  his  present  home  in  Austinburg 
township,  his  residence  there  covering  the  long 
period  of  forty-two  years.  He  is  yet  inter- 
ested in  a  general  mercantile  business  at  Aus- 
tinburg, and  has  served  as  the  postmaster  of 
the  little  city  for  twenty-two  years,  while  dur- 
ing several  years  he  has  served  his  township 
as  treasurer.  He  married  in  his  earlier  years 
Angenette  Wright,  who  was  born  on  the  18th 
of  June.  1831,  and  died  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1897.  A  son.  Walter  P.  Barnes,  was  born  to 
them  on  the  14th  of  April,  1866.'  He  attended 
the  Grand  River  Institute  in  Austinburg,  and 
is  now  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of 
that  institution,  and  is  also  interested  in  his 
fatber'v  mercantile  business.  He  married  Al- 
meria  Wire,  and  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member 
of  Geneva  Lodge  of  Ohio,  and  a  Republican. 
Frank  I '.arnes  is  also  a  Master  Mason,  but  be- 
longs to  Tuscon  Lodge  at  Jefferson,  where  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Chapter  No.  222  and 
of  the  (  >dd  Fellows  fraternity.  In  the  latter 
order  he  has  served  as  noble  and  vice  grand 
and  as  recording  and  permanent  secretary  of 


Seal  No.  691,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  En- 
sign Lodge,  No.  400.  His  political  allegiance 
is  with  the  Republican  party. 

Judson  C.  Beery,  who  has  been  a  substantial 
farmer  and  a  good  citizen  of  Portage  county 
for  more  than  forty-three  years,  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  progress  of  Randolph  township 
for  a  decade.  He  was  born  at  Canfield,  Ohio, 
September  15,  1840,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Strock)  Beery,  the  former  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Canfield. 
They  located  at  Canfield  in  early  times,  and 
fixed  the  homestead  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres. 

This  locality  witnesses  the  development  of 
Judson  C.  into  manhood,  his  residence  being 
with  his  parents  until  he  himself  establisned 
a  household  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Aucelia 
Davidson,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1866.  Less 
tnan  a  year  before,  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1865,  he  had  received  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  Union  army,  in  which  he  had  been 
serving  since  1863  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Beery  moved  to  Freedom  township, 
Portage  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  June,  1902,  he 
transferred  the  family  homestead  to  Randolph 
township,  where  he  has  continued  his  indus- 
trious career  as  an  agriculturist  and  added  to 
his  character  for  stanch  citizenship.  He  has 
the  further  honor  of  being  the  father  of  eight 
sons  who  are  the  highest  credit  to  him  and  the 
places  of  their  residence ;  they  are  Adelbert  J., 
Clifton  J.,  Austin,  Clarence,  Edward,  Charles, 
Chauncy  and  Harry. 

Theodore  F.  Meriam,  a  venerable  and 
revered  citizen  of  Randolph,  Portage  county, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  to  organize  the  agricul- 
turists for  co-operation  and  the  improvement 
of  their  calling.  More  than  forty  years  ago  he 
founded  the  Farmers'  Club,  which  proved 
beneficial  to  the  farming  community  until  the 
present  time,  and  he  has  also  been  secretary  of 
the  Mutual  Insurance  Company  for  some  years. 
Mr.  Meriam  has  worthily  served  the  township 
as  clerk  and  constable,  and  since  boyhood  has 
continued  his  father's  loyal  work  for  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  the  general  cause  of 
Christianity.  He  has  long  been  a  deacon  of  the 
local  church  and  is  now  serving  as  president 
of  the  Portage  County  Bible  Society. 

On  January  6,  1832,  Mr.  Meriam  became  a 
native  of  Randolph  township,  as  a  son  of  Rev. 
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Joseph  and  Emeline  (Bidwell)  Meriam,  the 
father  being  born  in  Massachusetts  and  the 
mother  in  Connecticut.  Rev.  Joseph  Meriam 
settled  in  Randolph  township  in  the  fall  of 
1823,  occupying  ten  acres  of  land  and  quietly 
commencing  his  ministerial  work  as  a  culti- 
vator in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  With  Randolph 
Center  as  the  nucleus  of  his  pastoral  labors,  he 
continued  in  the  good  work  for  sixty-four 
years,  and  the  people  for  miles  around  had  con- 
Stant  and  abundant  cause  to  rise  up  and  bless- 
him  for  his  faithful  help  in  a  spiritual  and, 
often,  a  material  form.  When  a  young  man, 
he  was  sent  by  his  church  as  a  delegate  to  a 
c<  invention  held  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  and 
while  thus  serving  met  the  girl  who  afterward 
became  his  wife.  He  was  a  thoughtful  hus- 
band and  father  and  carefully  provided  for  the 
comforts  of  his  family,  erecting  one  of  the 
first  frame  residences  in  the  township — and  so 
honestly  and  stanchly  built  that  it  was  occupied 
for  many  years  after  his  death  by  his  son, 
Theodore  F.  Besides  the  latter,  who  was  the 
third  child  born  into  his  family  and  is  the  only 
survivor,  there  were  Joseph  Bidwell,  Emeline 
A.,  William  M.  and  Elizabeth. 

Theodore  F.  Meriam  received  most  of  his 
education  at  the  Shaw  Academy,  of  East 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  lived  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Adams,  a 
native  of  that  place.  Mrs.  Meriam  was  born 
January  6,  1836,  of  good  New  England  stock 
and  Ohio  pioneers,  and  died  in  the  year  1879. 
The  children  of  the  union  were  Howard  F., 
Ruth"  E.,  Chester  A.,  Morrison  E.,  Junius  L. 
and  Joseph  B.  In  1 88 1  Mr.  Meriam  married 
Miss  Mary  Moos,  and  Oliver  F..  the  only  child 
of  this  union,  lives  adjacent  to  his  parents. 
Theodore  F.  Meriam's  mother's  family  (the 
Bidwells  )  was  originally  settled  in  Connecticut, 
but  migrated  afterward  to  Pennsylvania  and 
thence  to   Lake  county,  Ohio. 

Abelino  Graham. — A  brave  and  loyal  sol- 
dier during,  the  Civil  war,  a  public  official  of 
well-known  ability,  a  successful  farmer  and  a 
true  and  worthy  citizen — such  in  part  is  the  life 
work  of  Abelino  Graham,  a  native  son  of 
Trumbull  township.  His  father,  Samuel  Gra- 
ham, burn  in  Iladley,  Massachusetts,  Novem- 
ber 4.  [804,  came  to  this  state  about  the  year 
1835,  locating  first  in  Geauga  county,  remain- 
ing there  four  years  and  then  located  in  Ashta- 
bula county.  His  death,  however,  occurred  in 
Iowa.  .May  15.  1855.  He  was  by  trade  a  shoe- 
maker.     He  married   Sylvia    Heminway,   who 


was  born  on  October  18,  1807,  and  died  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1862,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Mary,  who 
was  born  January  27,  1833,  in  Massachusetts, 
and  died  March  2-j,  1863  ;  Marilla,  born  Feb- 
ruary 2t„  1835,  married  William  Cook,  and 
lives  in  Auburn,  Bay  county,  Michigan  ;  Maria, 
born  March  26,  1834,  married  Randolph  Elliot, 
and  lives  in  Kawkawlin,  Michigan;  Abelino  E. 
was  born  June  17,  1839;  Rosalva  W.,  born 
May  8,  1842,  married  Emma  Gaines,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Ann  Deeda,  and  he  lives  in 
orand  Rapids,  Michigan ;  Rocelia,  born 
December  16,  1844,  married  Henry  Page,  and 
lives  in  Kawkawlin,  Michigan ;  Joel  P.,  born 
June  15,  1847.  married  Maria  Perry,  and  is  a 
blacksmith  in  Trumbull  township ;  Emerson, 
born  May  22,  1850,  married  Jane  Edsell  and 
lives  in  Kawkawlin,  Michigan;  and  Samuel, 
born  June  25,.  1854,  married  Lettie  Bedell  and 
lives  in  California. 

Abelino  Graham  received  a  district  school 
education  in  the  schools  of  Trumbull  township, 
and  September  9,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Battery 
C,  First  Ohio  Volunteers,  being  promoted  later 
to  corporal  and  on  the  13th  of  July,  1864,  to 
sergeant.  He  re-enlisted  at  Nashville  in  his 
old  battery  for  three  years  or  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge 
July  15,  1865.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  C.  Brainard  Post, 
No.  503,  at  Trumbull  Center,  and  he  served  as 
its  commander  for  two  years  and  is  its  present 
adjutant,  having  held  the  latter  office  for  six 
vears.  During  a  period  of  nine  years  he  served 
his  township  of  Trumbull  as  a  trustee,  and  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
owns  a  farm  of  ninety-six  acres  of  good  and 
well  improved  land,  and  is  engaged  in  general 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Graham  married  on  May  18,  1871, 
Martha  Stevens,  who  was  born  December  9. 
1843,  an(J  their  union  has  been  without  issue. 
They  are  worthy  and  acceptable  members  of 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

Frederick  T.  Pyle. — One  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  and  influential  citizens 
of  the  thriving  little  city  of  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  is  Mr.  Pyle,  who  is  president  of  the 
Pvle  Abstract  &  Loan  Company,  of  which  be 
was  the  founder  and  in  the  upbuilding  of  whose 
large  and  substantial  business  he  has  been  the 
dominating  force.  Frederick  T.  Pyle  was  born 
in  Dodge  county,  Minnesota,  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Ade- 
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line  (Lucas)  Pyle,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  the  state  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  in 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  In  1861,  on  account 
of  the  Indian  outbreak  in  the  northwest,  Jesse 
Pyle  removed  with  his  family  from  Minnesota, 
where  he  was  a  pioneer,  to  Saybrook,  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  the  former  home  of  his  wife, 
and  she  died  the  day  after  their  arrival,  having 
been  a  victim  of  consumption.  Jesse  Pyle  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Maryland,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  as  a  young 
man  he  came  to  Ohio  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Saybrook,  Ashtabula  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  work  of  his  trade  and  where 
his  marriage  was  solemnized.  Mrs.  Pyle  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Lucas,  who  was,  so  far 
as  available  data  indicates,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, whence  he  came  to  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  in  an  early  day  and  numbered  himself 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
In  Saybrook,  Ashtabula  county,  he  passed  the 
residue  of  his  life,  and  here  all  of  his  children 
were  born ;  all  are  now  deceased. 

Jesse  Pyle  became  a  manufacturer  of  lumber 
after  his  return  to  Ohio,  and  he  conducted 
operations  at  various  places.  For  many  years, 
in  connection  with  the  general  manufacturing 
of  lumber,  he  made  a  specialty  of  the  manu- 
facturing of  suckers  for  oil  wells,  and  as  a 
business  man  he  was  energetic,  discriminating 
and  progressive,  so  that  he  gained  definite  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  field  of  application.  It  is 
worthy  of  record  in  the  connection,  as  a  notable 
coincidence,  that  Jesse  Pyle  was  one  of  twin 
children,  as  was  also  his  wife,  and  their  two 
sons,  Frederick  T.  and  Frank  P.,  likewise  are 
twins.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  Jesse  Pyle 
provided  for  his  two  boys  by  securing  them 
board  and  care  in  the  home  of  an  excellent 
family  in  Trumbull  county,  where  they 
remained  until  they  were  fifteen  years  of  age, 
in  the  meanwhile  duly  availing  themselves  of 
the  public  schools.  After  their  father's  second 
marriage,  to  Miss  Addie  Ransom,  of  Chau- 
tauqua county.  New  York,  they  again  found  a 
home  of  their  own  under  the  paternal  rooftree. 
The  father  had  associated  himself  with  Warren 
Packard,  of  Warren,  Ohio,  and  established  a 
lumber  mill  at  Grant  Station,  Chautauqua 
county.  New  York,  where  he  remained  for 
some  time  after  his  second  marriage.  He  then 
established  a  mill  at  Waterford,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1873,  where  his  two  sons  remained  with  him 
about  three  years.  He  finally  went  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  remaining  for  several  vears  in 
California  and  Washington,  and  he  ;>as.,ed  the 


closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  home  of  his  son, 
Frederick  T.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  Frank,  the  other  son,  is 
now  identified  with  the  work  of  drilling  oil 
wells  and  resides  at  New  Martinsville,  West 
Virginia.  The  father  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  was  a  man  of  inviolable  integrity. 
His-  second  wife  preceded  him  to  the  life 
eternal  and  is  survived  by  one  child,  Nellie  M. 
Pyle. 

Frederick  T.  Pyle  gained  his  preliminary 
educational  discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  as  has  already  been 
noted,  and  in  that  county  he  was  also 
afforded  the  advantages  of  Hartford  Academy. 
After  leaving  this  institution  he  was  for  some 
time  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  same  county,  and  was  successful  in  the 
work  of  tne  pedagogic  profession.  His  natural 
inclination,  however,  was  for  a  business  life, 
and  he  secured  employment  in  the  drug  store 
of  W.  C.  Andrews,  at  Cortland,  Trumbull 
county,  where  he  learned  the  business  in  all  its 
details  and  became  a  skilled  pharmacist.  In 
1883  he  purchased  a  drug  store  in  the  village 
of  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  removed  his  stock  of  goods  to  Madi- 
son, Lake  county,  where  he  built  up  an  excel- 
lent trade,  and  where  he  purchased,  in  1885, 
the  stock  and  business  of  a  competitor. 

In  1892  Mr.  Pyle  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  recorder  of  Lake  county,  whereupon  he 
removed  to  Painesville,  the  judicial  center  of 
the  county.  By  successive  re-elections  Mr. 
Pyle  continued  an  incumbent  of  the  office  men- 
tioned until  September,  1907, — a  period  of 
almost  fifteen  years — and  the  best  evidence  of 
the  popular  estimate  placed  upon  his  adminis- 
tration is  that  offered  by  his  long  tenure  of  this 
important  office.  Within  his  regime  as  county 
recorder  Mr.  Pyle  made  a  most  exact  and  com- 
plete set  of  abstracts  of  title  to  all  real  estate  in 
the  county,  and  upon  his  retirement  from  office  . 
he  organized  the  Pyle  Abstract  &  Loan  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  has  been  president  from  the 
start  and  of  whose  affairs  he  has  had  the  gen- 
eral supervision.  The  company  utilizes  the 
fine  set  of  abstracts  prepared  by  him,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  financial  loans  upon 
approved  real  estate  security.  From  the 
abstract  department  the  best  of  service  is  given, 
and  an  abstract  issued  by  the  company  is  cer- 
tain to  be  comprehensive  and  accurate  in  every 
detail.      Mr.   Pyle  is  the  owner  of  a   well-im- 
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proved  farm  in  Painesville  township,  Lake 
county,  about  one  mile  distant  from  Paines- 
ville, and  on  this  place  a  specialty  is  made  of 
growing  onions.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  representative  business  men  of  Lake 
countv,  where  he  is  well  known  and  held  in 
unqualified  esteem,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  essen- 
tially liberal  and  public-spirited. 

As  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party,  Mr.  Pvle  has  rendered  effective  service 
in  it's  cause.  'He  was  the  first  Republican  ever 
elected  clerk  of  Milton  township.  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  then  engaged  in 
the  drug  business.  He  was  elected  to  this 
office  in  1884,  after  a  residence  of  but  one  year 
in  the  county,  and  his  election  as  a  Republican 
made  a  break  in  the  power  of  the  Democratic 
partv.  which  considered  that  county  and  town- 
ship one  of  its  strongholds.  Mr.  Pyle  is  identi- 
fied with  various  fraternal  and  social  organiza- 
tions in  his  home  city. 

On  the  12th  of  April.  1883,  at  Johnson, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Pyle  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Susie  Elder,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  that  county  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  George  D.  Elder,  one  of 
the  sterling  pioneers  of  that  section  of  Ohio. 
Mrs.  1'vle's  ancestors  settled  in  America  in 
the  early  colonial  epoch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pyle 
have  two  children — Raymond  F.,  who  is 
cashier  of  the  Painesville  National  Bank,  and 
Marjorie  M.,  who  was  graduated  in  the  Paines- 
ville high  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1909.  The  original  copper  plate  from  which 
the  map  of  the  Western  Reserve  shown  herein 
was  made  is  the  property  of  F.  T.  Pyle.  and 
was  found  nailed  over  a  stovepipe  hole  in  a 
house  in  Madison  about  1896,  and  was  pur- 
chased by  F.  T.  Pyle. 

Salmon  Swetland. — On  the  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  in  Madison  township.  Lake  county,  is 
the  fine  old  homestead  farm  which  was  the 
home  of  Salmon  Swetland  during  the  major 
portion  of  his  life,  and  which  is  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  daughter.  Mrs.  Frederick 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  the  house  which  has 
been  her  place  of  abode  from  the  time  of  her 
birth.  The  farm  adjoins  the  Madison  town- 
ship park  and  is  one  of  the  many  beautiful 
country  estates  in  the  historic  old  Western 
Reserve.  Mr.  Swetland  was  a  member  of  one 
of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Reserve 
and  was  long  numbered  among  the  successful 
farmers  and  honored  and  influential  citizens  of 
Lake  county.     He  died  on  the  homestead  on 


the  12th  of  June,  1901,  at  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty  years. 

Salmon  Swetland  was  born  in  Bristol  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county.  Ohio,  in  the  year  1821, 
and  was  a  son  of  Salmon  and  Betsy  (Talcott) 
Swetland,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Dal- 
ton,  Massachusetts,  whence  they  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  about  the  year  1818,  settling 
in  Ashtabula  county,  where  the  father  secured 
a  tract  of  wild  land  and  instituted  the  develop- 
ment of  a  farm.  He  was  killed  accidentally 
a  number  of  years  later,  and  his  widow  finally, 
about  1831,  removed  with  her  family  to  the 
locality  known  as  Middle  Ridge,  Lake  county, 
near  the  site  of  the  present  Soldiers'  Home 
of  Ohio.  Then  she  moved  to  the  homestead  of 
Mrs.  Brown  and  died  there.  She  was  born  in 
1794  and  was  seventy-six  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  Salmon  and  Betsy  (Tal- 
cott) Swetland  became  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  three  daughters — Salmon,  Jr.,  Leonard  T., 
Harriett.  Rosetta,  and  Mariette.  Leonard  T. 
settled  in  Lake  county,  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  where  he  reclaimed  a  farm  and  continued 
to  reside  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  ma- 
ture life.  He  attained  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  The  eldest  of  the  three  daughters, 
Harriett,  became  the  wife  of  Aaron  Gager, 
who  was  long  engaged  in  business  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Madison,  where  he  followed  his  trade, 
that  of  carriagemaker.  One  of  his  daughters 
is  the  wife  of  Lemuel  K.  Ritscher,  of  Madison, 
of  whom  specific  mention  is  made  on  other 
pages  of  this  publication.  Rosetta  became  the 
wife  of  Alvin  T.  Scoville,  a  shoemaker,  and 
they  maintained  their  home  in  Madison,  where 
she  died  when  more  than  seventy  years  of 
age.  He  was  an  accomplished  musician  and 
was  for  many  years  a  successful  teacher  of 
vocal  music.  Mariette,  the  youngest  of  the 
daughters,  became  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Crocker, 
and  they  resided  for  many  years  at  Amherst, 
Ohio.  She  likewise  was  past  seventy  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Salmon  Swetland,  Jr.,  of  this  memoir,  was 
indebted  to  the  pioneer  schools  of  the  Western 
Reserve  for  his  early  educational  training,  and 
he  remained  identified  with  the  work  of  the 
home  farm,  of  which  he  became  the  owner  at 
the  death  of  his  stepfather,  Isaac  N.  Martin, 
whom  his  mother  had  married  several  years 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband.  Mr.  Mar- 
tin had  made  substantial  improvements  on  the 
farm,  upon  which  he  erected  the  dwelling  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Frederick  Brown,  previously 
mentioned   in   this   context.     UJpon   his   death 
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Mr.  Martin  gave  the  farm  to  his  stepson,  Sal- 
mon Swetland,  who  there  passed  the  residue 
of  his  long  and  useful  life.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  Salmon  Swetland  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Williams,  who 
was  about  one  year  his  senior.  She  was  born 
in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  she  came  to  Ohio  to  join  her  half- 
brother,  John  Williams,  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneers  of  Lake  county.  She  passed  her  en- 
tire married  life  on  the  old  homestead  men- 
tioned and  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest  on 
the  28th  of  September,  1888,  about  thirteen 
years  prior  to  the  death  of  her  husband.  She 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  her  life  was  marked  by  integrity 
and  other  generous  attributes  of  character. 
Of  their  children,  three  attained  to  years  of 
maturity — Celia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Brown  and  the  owner  of  the  fine  old  home- 
stead farm,  which  was  devised  to  her  by  her 
father;  Rosette  died  on  the  21st  of  May,  1875. 
unmarried,  and  was  twenty-five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  demise :  and  Charles  A. 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

Mrs.  Celia  (Swetland)  Brown  was  born  in 
the  attractive  old  homestead  which  she  now 
occupies,  and  the  date  of  her  nativity  was 
March  6,  1846.  She  was  afforded  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  of  Madison  town- 
ship and  in  the  community  which  had  repre- 
sented her  home  from  the  time  of  her  birth 
she  is  held  in  affectionate  regard,  as  a  gra- 
cious woman  of  most  gentle  and  kindly  nature. 
On  the  18th  of  August,  1901,  after  caring  for 
her  honored  father  with  true  filial  solicitude 
during  his  declining  days,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Frederick  Brown,  who  was  born 
in  England  in  1837  anc'  wno  came  to  America 
when  a  youth  of  fifteen  years.  In  1859  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Ohio.  He  represented  the 
old  Buckeye  state  as  a  valiant  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war.  in  which  he  served  three  years  and 
nine  months  as  a  member  of  Battery  G,  Ohio 
Light  Artillery,  and  of  this  gallant  command 
he  was  one  of  the  five  from  Madison  town- 
ship. Lake  county,  who  lived  to  return  home, 
all  the  others  having  sacrificed  their  lives  in 
the  cause  of  their  country.  He  was  wounded 
by  sharpshooters  on  one  occasion,  but  his  in- 
jury kept  him  out  of  the  ranks  of  his  battery 
for  only  one  month.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  maintains  a 
deep  interest  in  his  old  comrades  in  arms.  In 
politics  he  accords  a  stanch  support  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  has  ever  shown  an  un- 


qualified loyalty  to  the  country  of  his  adoption. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  no  children,  but 
they  reared  in  their  home  Miss  Maud  Yroo- 
man,  whose  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Brown's  uncle,  Leonard  Swetland,  previously 
mentioned  in  this  article. 

Maud  Vrooman  was  born  at  Dewitt.  Ne- 
braska, and  is  a  daughter  of  Alva  YV.  and 
Frances  Minerva  (Swetland)  Vrooman.  the 
latter  having  been  the  only  child  of  Leonard 
and  Sabra  Jane  (Seaman)  Swetland.  Alva 
Wood  Vrooman  and  his  wife  removed  to  Ne- 
braska from  Ohio  about  the  year  1876.  and 
they  later  removed  to  Kansas,  where  Mrs. 
Vrooman  died  when  her  daughter  Maud  was 
three  years  of  age.  The  latter  was  thereafter 
cared  for  by  other  relatives  in  Ohio  until  she 
was  seven  years  of  age,  when  she  was  taken 
into  the  home  of  her  great-uncle,  Salmon  Swet- 
land, subject  of  this  memoir,  where  she  has 
since  remained,  and  where  she  has  been  care- 
fully reared  by  Mrs.  Brown.  She  was  mar- 
ried on  the  4th  of  January,  1898,  to  Charles 
Hall,  who  now  has  the  active  supervision  of 
the  farm  of  Mrs.  Brown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall 
have  one  daughter,  Frances  Augusta,  who 
was  born  on  the  7th  of  November,  1899. 

Salmon  Swetland  was  a  man  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  his  community,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a  local  nature 
and  having  served  as  township  assessor.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  an  excellent  tenor 
singer,  and  his  only  brother,  Leonard,  was 
equally  facile  as  a  basso.  The  Swetland  fam- 
ily has  long,  been  known  for  musical  talent, 
and  its  members  have  in  this  line  been  promi- 
nent in  church  and  social  affairs.  Salmon 
Swetland  was  a  man  of  strong  mentality,  was 
entirely  free  from  ostentation,  and  was  gener- 
ous and  tolerant  in  his  association  with  his 
fellow  men.  whose  implicit  confidence  and 
esteem  he  ever  commanded. 

Alonzo  Johnsox  is  one  of  the  old  citizens 
of  Kent,  or  of  Franklin  Mills  (as  it  was  called 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  the  little  settle- 
ment forty-six  years  ago),  having  spent  a  long 
and  active  period  in  both  mercantile  and  farm- 
ing pursuits.  He  is  a  native  of  Shalersville 
township,  horn  May  25.  1835,  and  a  son  of 
Ehenezer  and  Anna  (Stoddard)  Johnson — the 
former  of  Rutland.  Vermont,  and  the  latter  of 
Clairmont,  New  Hampshire.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Sylvester  Johnson.  In  1834 
the  father  first  came  to  Stow  township,  Summit 
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county,  but  remained  only  a  month,  moving 
thence  to  Shalersville  township,  Portage 
county,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land 
consisting  of  seventy-five  acres.  He  cleared 
and  improved  half  of  this  land,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1850  had  a  productive  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  His  wife  died  in 
1901,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

As  Alonzo  was  the  oldest  of  the  children 
and  his  father  died  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  farm  at 
an  early  age.  He  married  in  1855,  when  only 
twenty  vears  of  age.  but  remained  on  the  home- 
stead'until  1863,  when  he  located  in  Franklin 
Mills,  Portage  county,  and  for  two  years  con- 
ducted a  grocery  store.  He  then  erected  the 
hotel  called  the  Johnson  House,  and  after 
operating,  it  for  three  years  sold  it  and  opened 
a  butcher  shop.  During  the  succeeding  eighteen 
years  he  conducted  a  nourishing  meat  business, 
as  well  as  operated  his  farm  in  Franklin  town- 
ship. He  then  sold  the  business  to  his  brother 
Eben  and  his  son  Willard,  each  of  whom  now 
conducts  a  meat  market.  After  selling  his  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Johnson  purchased  ninety  acres  of 
land  a  mile  north  of  Kent,  and  resided  thereon 
for  several  years,  the  farm  being  actively  and 
profitably  cultivated.  He  then  retired  to  the 
town  of  Kent,  where  he  erected  a  modern  resi- 
dence and  has  since  resided  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  well-earned  competency.  The  grounds  of 
two  acres  surrounding  his  home  are  tastefully 
improved  and  materially  add  to  the  value  and 
attractiveness  of  his  homestead.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  the 
township  for  two  terms  as  assessor.  His 
religious  convictions  are  founded  on  the  faith 
of  the  Christian  denomination,  of  which  he  has 
been  an  earnest  member  for  many  years. 

In  1855  Mr.  Johnson  married,  as  his  first 
wife,  Mary  Jane  Cook,  a  native  of  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Labley 
Cook,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The  children 
of  this  union  were  as  follows:  Willard  and 
Perry,  residents  of  Kent ;  Emma,  who  is  Mrs. 
Griffin,  and  lives  in  California ;  Albert,  of  Bar- 
berton,  Ohio;  Ora,  who  died  in  February, 
1906,  as  Mrs.  John  Moore:  Nellie,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Conley,  of  Franklin  township;  Clayton, 
win  1  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Cora  (Mrs. 
Arthur  Wise  )  and  Selah.  both  of  Kent.  On 
September  18,  1889,  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Mr.  Johnson  married  the  widow  of 
Charles  O.  Taylor  (nee  Sabina  Cook),  who 
was  then  the  mother  of  the  following:  Edith, 


now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Foust,  of  Mangadore,  Ohio ; 
and  John  O.  and  James  H.,  both  of  Kent.  Mrs. 
Sabina  Johnson  is  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Mary  A.  (Stout)  Cook,  the  former  a  native 
of  Suffield  township  and  the  latter  of  Delaware, 
Portage  county.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Johnson  she  has  become  the  mother  of  Annis 
and  Calvin. 

Aryin  Oli.v  Haymaker. — East  Twin  Lake 
Park,  which  lies  along  the  shores  of  the  beauti- 
ful body  of  water  by  that  name  in  Franklin 
township,  Portage  county,  is  owned  by  Arvin 
O.  Haymaker  and  is  one  of  the  most  pictur- 
esque country  places  in  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  Mr.  Haymaker  is  a  native 
of  the  township  in  which  he  has  always  resided, 
and  has  continually  engaged  in  agriculture,  the 
care  of  land,  teaching,  and  affairs  of  a  public 
nature  largely  devoted  to  educational  matters. 
He  was  born  April  5,  1844,  to  James  D.  and 
Mary  R.  (Olin)  Haymaker.  James  D.  Hay- 
maker was ,  also  born  in  Franklin  '  township, 
and  as  his  mother  died  a  few  days  after  his 
birth  he  was  brought  up  by  his  uncle,  James 
Davis,  whose  home  was  Beaver,  Pennsylvania ; 
subsequently,  by  going  to  an  aunt,  Rebecca 
Warner,  of  Franklin  township,  Portage  county, 
and  after  some  of  his  older  brothers  had 
become  self-supporting,  he  went  to  live  with 
his  father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  D.  Haymaker 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy,  three  passed  away 
in  maturity  and  seven  are  yet  living. 

Arvin  O.  Haymaker,  who  is  the  fifth  born 
into  the  large  paternal  household,  resided  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  when  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  acres  adjoining  the  family  home- 
stead on  the  shores  of  East  Twin  Lake.  He 
engaged  in  farming,  taught  winter  schools 
for  twenty-five  years  and,  for  many  years,  has 
been  prominent  as  a  Republican  and  a  public 
man.  He  has  served  many  terms  both  as  town- 
ship trustee  and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education.  Mr.  Haymaker  is  a  representative 
citizen  and,  although  his  regular  education  has 
been  confined  to  district  schooling  and  one 
term  at  Mount  Union  College,  he  has  been  a 
careful  and  a  wide  reader.  During  the  years 
which  have  passed  since  his  younger  manhood 
he  has  also  added  to  his  charming  place  on 
East  Twin  Lake,  so  that  the  Park  now  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  beauti- 
fully diversified  by  nature  and  tastefully 
improved  by  its  proprietor. 
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On  April  5,  1866,  Mr.  Haymaker  married 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Norton,  who  was  born  in 
Brimfield  township,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Jenette  (Graham)  Norton,  who  were  of  New 
England  birth  and  ancestry.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  Charles  A.  Haymaker  (con- 
nected with  the  publications  Farm  and  Fire- 
side, of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Woman's  Home 
Companion,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  llatlie 
E.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Felger.  Mrs.  Harriet 
Haymaker  died  in  April,  1869,  and  in  May, 
1870,  the  widower  married  Miss  Harriet  Pow- 
ell, a  native  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  (Berger) 
Powell,  the  parents  being  of  Maryland.  Four 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  Haymaker's  second 
marriage— Homer  A.,  who  is  a  book  broker  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  Deborah,  a  high 
school  teacher  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania ; 
Frank  P.,  who  is  an  electrical  engineer  of  that 
city,  and  Abby  Rosetta,  now  Mrs.  J.  Paul  Teas, 
of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Marcus  D.  Satterlee,  M.  D.,  and  Bertha 
Satterlee,  M.  D. — Prominent  in  the  medical 
fraternity  of  Ashtabula  county  are  numbered 
Dr.  Marcus  D.  Satterlee  and' Dr.  Bertha  M. 
Satterlee,  who  have  been  in  practice  in  the  city 
of  Andover  since  1894.  They  are  both  practi- 
tioners of  scholarly  attainments,  and  have  made 
deep  and  careful  research  in  the  sciences  to 
which  they  are  devoting  their  lives.  Dr.  Mar- 
cus is  a  graduate  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  New  York  City  with  the  class 
of  1879  and  both  are  graduates  of  the  Cleve- 
land Medical  College,  he  with  the  class  of  1893 
and  she  with  that  of  1894.  They  are  general 
practitioners  of  medicine,  but  Dr.  Bertha  M. 
Satterlee  has  made  a  specialty  of  the  diseases 
of  the  eye  and  is  an  oculist  of  well-known 
ability.  They  are  both  entirely  devoted  to  their 
professional  duties,  and  have  attained  a  high 
place  in  the  fraternity. 

Dr.  Satterlee  and  his  wife  are  natives  of 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  their 
marriage  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children— Lois.  Ruth,  Herbert  and 
Emma. 


Ernest  I).  Mayhew. — On  following  pages 
of  this  publication  appears  a  brief  review  con- 
cerning the  Nickel  Plate  Milling  Company,  of 
Painesville,  one  of  the  successful  and  important 
industrial  concerns  of  Lake  county,  and  to  the 
article  in  question   reference  can  be  made   in 


connection  with  this  brief  sketch  of  the  career 
of  the  able  and  popular  president  and  general 
manager  of  said  company.  Ernest  D.  Mayhew 
is  one  of  the  progressive  young  business  men 
of  Painesville  and  as  he  is  a  native  son  of  the 
fine  old  Western  Reserve,  there  is  still  further 
consistency  in  according  him  representation  in 
this  compilation. 

Mr.  Mayhew  was  born  in  the  village  of 
North  Bristol,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
27th  of  November,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin H.  and  Abbie  (Downs)  Mayhew,  who 
are  still  residents  of  that  county,  where  the 
father  is  a  successful  farmer  and  stock-grower. 
Benjamin  H.  Mayhew  himself  was  born  and 
reared  in  Trumbull  county  and  is  a  scion  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer  families  of 
that  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Ernest 
D.  Mayhew  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
homestead  farm,  and  his  earliest  experience  in 
connection  with  the  practical  affairs  of  life  was 
gained  through  the  assistance  he  was  able  to 
render  as  a  farmer  boy.  He  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  excellent  public  schools  of 
his  native  county  and  remained  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  after 
which  he  was  employed  for  two  years  in  a 
flouring  mill  at  North  Bristol,  his  native  town. 
For  the  ensuing  two  years  he  and  his  wife  had 
charge  of  the  ladies'  department  of  the  county 
infirmary  of  Trumbull  county,  near  the  city 
of  Warren,  and  they  then  removed  to  Jeffer- 
son, Ashtabula  county,  where  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  a  flouring  mill.  He  continued 
to  be  actively  identified  with  the  operation  of 
the  same  for  a  period  of  three  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  mill  and  removed  to  Painesville,  where 
he  purchased  stock  in  the  Nickel  Plate  Milling 
Company,  of  which  he  became  salesman.  He 
represented  the  company  through  its  trade  ter- 
ritory and  was  most  successful-  in  placing,  its 
products  on  the  market.  He  continued  his 
labors  in  this  capacity  until  the  mill  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  upon  the  reorganization 
of  the  company  and  rebuilding  of  the  mill  he 
secured  additional  stock,  being  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  company  in  June,  1902.  As  its 
chief  executive  he  has  handled  its  affairs  with 
mark-ed  ability  and  discrimination,  as  his 
executive  and  technical  ability  well  qualify  him 
to  supervise  both  the  operative  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  company.  He  is  loyal  and 
progressive  as  a  citizen,  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  is 
identified    with    various    fraternal    and    social 
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organizations,  and  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Disciples  church. 

<  >n  the  26th  of  April.  1893.  Mr.  Mayhew 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elnora  H. 
Height,  of  Painesville,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Farmington,  Trumbull  county.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Julia  Patchin 
Height,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayhew  have 
two  children — Mildred  Irene  and  Wade  H. 

The  Nickel  Plate  Milling  Company. — 
The  city  of  Painesville,  the  thriving  capital 
nf  Lake  county,  offers  attractive  inducements 
for  the  prosecution  of  industries  of  magnitude, 
and.  in  particular,  to  manufacturing  enter- 
prises, by  reason  of  available  supply  sources, 
desirable  internal  facilities  and  ready  financial 
fostering.  That  these  facts  are  realized  is 
shi  iwn  by  the  wide  scope  and  importance  of  the 
industrial  and  commercial  activities  of  the  city, 
and  the  advancement  along  normal  lines  of 
business  activity  had  been  greatly  accelerated 
during  the  opening  decade  of  the  twentieth 
century,  through  the  application  of  that  pro- 
gressive spirit  which  is  making  for  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  larger  and  greater  city.  Among  the 
manufacturing  enterprises  contributing  materi- 
ally to  the  commercial  precedence  of  Paines- 
ville is  that  conducted  under  the  title  desig- 
nated at  the  head  of  this  article,  and  the  finely 
equipped  mill  of  the  company  is  located  at  the 
junction  of  South  State  street  and  the  tracks 
of  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad. 

The  Nickel  Plate  Milling  Company  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
I  )hio  in  July,  1903.  with  a  capital  stuck  of 
S25.000.  and  the  personnel  of  the  interested 
principals  was  as  follows:  George  Morse,  S. 
E.  I  Nil.  ( reorge  W.  Buck.  F.  T.  Pyle  and  A.  G. 
Reynolds.  Air.  Morse  was  president  and  prin- 
cipal stockholder  of  the  company  and  had  been 
associated  with  Messrs.  Hill  and  Buck  in  the 
erection  of  a  mill  en  the  site  (if  the  present  one 
in  [899.  The  original  building  was  destroyed 
by  lire  in  1 899,  after  having  been  in  operation 
•mly  a  few  months.  In  1901  the  compan) 
erected  a  new  mill  on  the  same  site,  anil  the 
same  had  a  capacity  for  the  production  of  150 
barrels  a  day.  The  mill  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  about  S23.500.  and  the  best  modern  roller 
process  equipment  was  installed.  Mr.  Morse 
continued  as  president  and  manager  of  the  con- 
cern, and  on  the  14th  of  May.  kjoj.  a  second 
disaster  by  fire  destroyed  the  entire  property, 
after  the  mill  had  been  in  operation  only  about 
(me  vear.     The  loss   entailed   at   this   time   was 


about  Sio.ooo,  with  partial  insurance  indem- 
nity. In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  was  in- 
stituted the  work  of  erecting  the  present  mill. 
which  was  completed  in  time  to  begin  opera- 
tion the  following  spring.  In  the  meanwhile 
Messrs.  Buck  and  Pyle  had  retired  from  the 
company  and  Ernest  J).  Mayhew  had  bought 
a  large  block  of  the  stock.  Under  the  reor- 
ganization effected  on  the  21st  of  June,  1902, 
Mr.  Mayhew  was  elected  president  of  the  com- 
pany, an  office  of  which  he  has  since  continued 
incumbent.  The  mill  now  has  a  capacity  for 
the  output  of  125  barrels  of  flour  per  day.  is 
equipped  with  the  best  of  mechanical  facilities 
throughout,  utilizing  the  full  roller  process  and 
being  a  general  custom  and  merchant  mill. 
Many  improvements  in  the  machinery  have 
been  made  since  the  mill  was  erected,  and  the 
company  keeps  the  establishment  up  to  the 
highest  standard  at  all  times.  The  business  is 
of  substantial  order,  and  much  of  the  time  the 
mill  is  operated  at  its  full  capacity,  to  meet  the 
demands  placed  upon  it.  Ten  employes  are 
retained  in  handling  the  various  departments 
of  work,  and  a  large  local  market  is  controlled 
in  the  production  of  flour  and  feed.  Each  vear 
the  company  ships  an  average  of  about  300 
cars  of  feed,  and  besides  the  wheat  utilized  in 
manufacturing  a  department  is  given  to  the 
buying  and  shipping  of  wheat  and  other  grain. 
This  jobbing  trade  in  grain  and  iv<.-A  now 
extends  over  several  counties  in  northeastern 
Ohio.  The  annual  business  transactions  now 
represent  an  average  of  about  $400,000. 

The  stock  of  the  concern  is  all  held  by  resi- 
dents of  Painesville.  and  the  present  officers  of 
the  company  are  as  here  noted:  Ernest  D. 
Mayhew,  president  and  manager;  11.  II.  Rust, 
secretary,  and  George  E.   Mosley,  treasurer. 

William  M.  Nichols. — As  one  of  those 
progressive  business  men  and  public-spirited 
citizens  who  typify  the  tine  initiative  power  and 
commercial  acumen  which  have  brought  about 
the  splendid  industrial  development  of  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  William  M.  Nichols.  uho  is  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Cleveland  Brick  &  Clay 
Company,  is  eminently  entitled  to  considera- 
tion in  this  publication,  which  takes  due  cogni- 
zance of  the  beneficent  forces  which  have  con- 
served the  progress  of  the  tine  old  Western 
Reserve. 

William  Merrell  Nichols  views  with  no  small 
meed  of  satisfaction  the  fact  that  he  can  claim 
the  Western  Reserve  as  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
itv  and  that  it  has  been  his  to  gain  distinctive 
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success  in  connection  with  the  business  activi- 
ties of  this  favored  section  of  the  Buckeye  com- 
monwealth. He  was  born  in  Hiram  township. 
Portage  county,  on  the  31st  of  May.  1855.  and 
is  a  son  of  Paris  C.  and  Hannah  C.  (Young- 
love)  Nichols.  Paris  Chandler  Nichols  was 
born  at  Crown  Point.  Essex  county.  New 
York,  on  the  loth  of  July.  1823,  and  in  1832. 
when  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  his  parents 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  of  Ohio  and  set- 
tled in  Portage  county,  where  they  passed  the 
residue  of  their  lives  and  where  his  father  be- 
came a  representative  farmer.  There  he  him- 
self was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  such  ad- 
vantages as  were  afforded  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  185 1  was  solemnized  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hannah  Caroline  Younglove, 
who  was  born  at  South  Lee.  Massachusetts, 
whither  Mr.  Nichols  went  to  claim  his  bride. 
who  returned  with  him  to  Portage  county. 
Ohio,  immediately  after  their  marriage.  In 
Hiram  township,  that  county.  Mr.  Nichols 
became  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  landed 
estate  and  gained  precedence  as  a  successful 
farmer  and  influential  and  honored  citizen.  He 
wielded  marked  influence  in  public  affairs  of  a 
local  nature  and  held  various  offices  of  trust,  in- 
cluding that  of  count)  commissioner,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  the  same  year  that  marked 
the  election  of  General  James  A.  Garfield,  an 
honored  son  of  the  Western  Reserve,  to  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Nichols 
continued  to  serve  in  the  office  of  county  com- 
missioner for  six  consecutive  years.     He  made 

his  life  count  for  g 1  in  all  its  relations  and 

held  the  unequivocal  esteem  of  those  among 
whom  he  lived  and  labored  for  so  many  years. 
He  was  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  lived  to  attain  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years  and  his  devoted  wife 
was  seventy-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
her  death. 

Captain  Andrew  Nichols,  grandfather  of  him 
whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  was  a  native 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  was  a  scion 
of  a  family  which  was  founded  in  America  in 
1700.  by  three  brother-  of  the  name  wdio  came 
from  England  and  established  their  homes  re- 
spectively in  New  York  -late.  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut.  From  the  one  who  settled 
in  tlu-  old  Empire  state  the  <  >hio  branch  of  the 
family  is  descended.  Captain  Andrew  Nichols 
was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  in 
which  he  served  as  captain  of  his  company,  and 
in  1832  he  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  Portage  county 


I 'an-  C.  and  Hannah  C.  (Younglove)  Nich- 
ols became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  two  are  deceased,  Paul 
having  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and 
Grace  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Caroline  L.  is 
the  wife  of  lien  H.  French,  of  Garrettsville ; 
William  M..  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth ;  Blanche  A.  is  the  wife  of  Byron 
W.  Jackson,  of  East  Cleveland;  and  Lucy  M. 
is  the  wife  of  Louis  V.  Miller,  of  Garrettsville. 
Portage  county. 

William  M.  Nichols  passed  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Hiram  town- 
ship. Portage  count)',  and  after  completing  the 
curriculum  of  the  district  schools  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  high  school  at  Garrettsville. 
After  his  school  days  he  continued  to  be  asso- 
ciated in  the  work  and  management  of  the 
old  home  farm,  which  comprises  300  acres. 
until  the  4th  of  February.  1896,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Garrettsville.  whence,  in 
the  following  year,  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  with  wdiose  business  interests  he 
has  since  continued  to  be  identified,  a-  general 
manager  of  the  Cleveland  Brick  &  Clay  Com- 
pany, an  important  industrial  corporation  in 
which  he  is  a  stockholder  and  to  the  upbuild- 
ing of  wdiose  extensive  business  he  has  con- 
tributed in  large  measure.  The  company  manu- 
factures shale  brick,  paving  brick,  hollow-block 
conduits  and  fire  proofing,  and  the  industry  is 
one  of  distinctive  importance  in  its  line  of 
operations.  The  company  gives  employment 
to  about  seventy-five  persons  and  the  plant  is 
of  the  most  modern  type.  Mr.  Nichols  i-  a 
progressive  business  man  and  as  a  citizen  is 
loyal  and  public-spirited,  though  he  has  never 
bad  aught  of  ambition  for  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  office.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  Republican  part)-. 

<  >n  the  l'nh  of  September.  1890,  Mr.  Nichols 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  Flig- 
ley,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Windham 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth  1  Frary  I 
I  ligley,  who  were  early  settlers  of  that  count)', 
and  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nichols  have  no  children. 


Jonathan  Shook. — An  industrious  and 
-killed  carpenter  of  thirty-five  years  standing 
in  Randolph,  Portage  count)-,  and  one  of  that 
dwindling  phalanx  of  Civil  war  veterans.  Jona- 
than Shook  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which 
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he  has  always  resided — excepting  only  the 
period  in  which  he  wore  the  blue.  He  was  born 
April  6,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Sarah 
(Bartholomew)  Shook,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who,  shortly  after  their  marriage, 
located  in  the  western  part  of  the  township  on 
a  120-acre  farm.  This  was  in  1830.  The  father 
was  also  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  between  that 
avocation  and  that  of  farming  provided  his 
family  with  a  good  living. 

Jonathan  resided  with  his  parents  until  a 
few  months  past  his  majority,  when  (on 
August  8,  1862)  he  enlisted  in  Battery  A,  First 
Ohio  Light  Artillery,  and  served  under  Cap- 
tain Cotter  with  soldierly  faithfulness  for 
nearly  three  years,  or  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
On  November  4,  1865.  he  wedded  Miss  Alvina 
Brockett,  and  at  once  located  on  a  farm  of  fifty 
acres  in  Randolph  township.  His  wife  was 
born  March  17,  1841,  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Betsey  (Sleath)  Brockett,  her  parents  being 
natives  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  who 
migrated  to  the  township  in  1825.  Mr.  Brock- 
ett became  prominent  in  both  the  civic  and 
military  affairs  of  the  county,  serving,  as  cap- 
tain of  a  state  militia  company  for  many  years. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shook 
were:  Carlos  A.,  born  December  15,  1868.  and 
who  married  Miss  Louisa  Unger,  April  20, 
1892;  Eliza  A.,  who  was  born  March  4,  1871, 
and  died  April  25,  1892,  and  Florain,  born 
January  8,  1882.  who  is  married  and  a 
draughtsman  by  profession. 

As  stated,  Mr.  Shook  has  combined  car- 
pentry and  farming  nearly  all  his  life.  For 
some  years  he  has  also  been  an  insurance 
solicitor,  and  in  this  work,  as  in  all  other  which 
he  has  undertaken,  has  been  thoroughly  faith- 
ful and  efficient.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  his  religion  is  based  on  the  faith  of 
the  Disciples'  church.  Mr.  Shook  is  not  only 
the  father  of  affectionate  and  respected  sons, 
but  is  the  grandfather  of  Donald  H.  Hartman 
Shook,  who  married  Miss  Jessie  Halman  May 
2,  1906. 

Henry  W.  Brockett  and  Mary  B.  Fen- 
ton. — The  Brockett  family  is  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  substantial  in  Randolph  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  having  been  established 
in  that  section  during  1825  by  the  grand- 
father of  Henry  W.  and  the  father  of  Marv 
(Brockett)   Fenton. 

Henry  W.  Brockett,  who  enjoyed  a  long 
business  experience  in  the  west,  has  resided 
for   the   past   twelve  years   at   Randolph,   not 


far  from  the  scene  of  his  birth,  which  took 
place  May  8,  i860.  He  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Eunice  (Ward)  Brockett,  and  the  only 
survivor  of  their  five  children.  Mr.  Brockett 
remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Jennie  L.  Bancroft,  November  15, 
1882,  when  he  moved  to  Randolph  Center. 
After  remaining  there  for  five  years,  he  went 
to  Kansas  and,  still  later,  to  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
where  he  was  bookkeeper  for  G.  H.  Ham- 
mond and  Company  for  a  period  of  nine 
years.  Mr.  Brockett  returned  to  Randolph 
in  August,  1897,  and  has  since  been  a  re- 
spected citizen  of  that  place.  The  children 
born  into  his  household  were  as  follows: 
George  A.,  who  is  now  connected  with  the 
Root-McBride  wholesale  house  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio ;  Mary  B.,  a  teacher  in  Randolph  town- 
ship, and  Warren,  who  lives  at  home.  Mr. 
Brockett 's  mother  was  born  September  1, 
1836,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Lydia  (Sabin)  Ward,  the  former  having  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  real  pioneers  of 
Portage  county. 

Mary  (Brockett)  Fenton  was  born  in  Ran- 
dolph township,  July  27,  1839,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  and  Betsey  (Sleath)  Brockett, 
both  natives  of  Connecticut.  In  June,  1825, 
they  settled  in  Randolph  township  on  the 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  upon  which  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  There 
they  raised  to  useful  and  honorable  lives  their 
eight  children — Tared,  Lucretia,  William, 
Eunice,  Lodema,   George,   Mary  and   Alvina. 

Albert  Brockett,  father  of  Mary  (aunt  of 
Henry  W.),  was  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Eunice  (Marks)  Brockett,  and  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  born  May  24,  1795,  dying  in 
Randolph  township  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1878.  His  wife  (nee  Betsey  Sleath),  to  whom 
he  was  married  January  17,  1817,  was  born 
in  England,  January  4,  1798,  and  died  in 
Randolph  township  on  the  nth  of  August, 
1843.  I'1  181 1,  when  in  his  seventeenth  year. 
Albert  Brockett  settled  at  Guilford,  Connect- 
icut, to  learn  the  trade  of  coach  building, 
under  Ames  Bradley.  He  afterward  estab- 
lished a  business  of  his  own  and  was  so  en- 
gaged when  he  moved  to  Portage  county.  In 
Randolph  township  he  continued  his  trade, 
in  connection  with  farming,  for  a  period  of 
fifty  years.  He  was  also  active  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  locality,  serving  as  trustee  of 
the  township  and  as  captain  of  a  rifle  com- 
pany of  the  state  militia.  Further,  this 
founder  of  the  family  in  Portage  county  was 
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a  faithful  member  of  the  Disciples'  church, 
did  much  to  further  its  pioneer  interests,  and 
was  a  man  of  unimpeachable  character. 

Oscar  F.  Haymaker,  who  for  so  many 
years  held  farming  and  property  interests  on 
the  shores  of  Twin  Lakes,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin township,  and  to  the  agricultural,  horti- 
cultural and  .public  interests  of  Portage 
county  he  devoted  his  life.  He  was  born  in' 
the  township  named  on  the  21st  of  May,  1838, 
son  of  James  D.  and  Mary  Rosetta  (Olin) 
Haymaker,  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of 
Perry,  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  born  on 
the  22nd  of  February,  1820.  Oscar  F.  was 
the  second  of  her  fourteen  children. 

Mr.  Haymaker  assisted  his  father  about 
the  home  farm  and  taught  school  until  his 
marriage  in  1862,  his  entire  career  as  an 
educator  covering  three  decades  from  his 
nineteenth  year. 

On  May  21,  1862,  Mr.  Haymaker  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  S.  Burlingame,  who  was 
a  native  of  Newbury,  Geauga  county,  Ohio. 
Born  June  26,  1842,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
and  Mary  (Ferris)  Burlingame,  born  respec- 
tively in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1813,  and  in  Madison  county,  that 
state,  February  28,  1817.  The  grandparents. 
Fritz  and  Lydia  Burlingame,  were  natives  of 
Germany,  while  John  Ferris,  the  maternal 
grandfather  was  born  in  New  York,  May  19, 
1782,  and  the  grandmother,  Hannah  Ferris 
(nee  Hannah  Black)  in  Massachusetts,  April 
15,  1787.  The  latter  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Newbury,  Geauga  county,  Grand- 
father Ferris  dying  January  18,  1870,  aged 
eighty-seven  years,  and  his  widow,  December 
24,  1875,  aged  eighty-seven.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Mary  S.  Haymaker,  Dr.  John  M.  Bur- 
lingame and  Mary  (Ferris)  Burlingame,  were 
married  at  Newbury,  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1840,  and  her  mother  passed  away  August  31, 
1842.  A  sister  of  the  deceased,  Hannah  Ferris, 
became  Dr.  Burlingame's  second  wife,  and  she 
died  November  io,  1848,  mother  of  George  W. 
who  lived  to  be  but  thirteen  years  of  age. 
The  third  marriage  occurred  in  1850,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Campbell,  born  in  Stow  township, 
Summitt  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Rosanna  Campbell.  Otis  Burlin- 
game the  only  child  by  this  union,  died  in 
1867,  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Haymaker 
joined  his  brother-in-law  Stephen  Green,  in 
the  purchase  of  the  Rodney  Adams  farm,  just 
south    of   West   Twin   Lake,   but    four   years 


afterward  sold  the  property  to  Thomas  Gray. 
He  then  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
on  the  east  shore  of  East  Twin  Lake,  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  for  many  years  and 
rented  the  property  when  he  retired  to  Kent 
a  short  time  before  his  death.  May  4,  1907. 
The  deceased  was  a  man  of  sturdy  moral 
character  and  practical  ability  and  served  for 
many  years  as  trustee  of  the  Universalist 
church  and  of  Buchtel  College,  a  denomina- 
tional institution.  He  was  also  an  active  Re- 
publican, being  county  commissioner  for  one 
term  and  county  examiner  for  fourteen  years. 
Among  other  indications  of  his  interests  and 
standing,  it  may  be  stated  that  he  served  as 
president  of  the  Portage  County  Horticultural 
Society  for  two  years  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a  Mason  in  affiliation  with  Rockton 
Lodge,  No.  316.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  F. 
Haymaker  were  the  parents  of  three  daugh- 
ters: Ida  A.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Merrill,  a  resi- 
dent of  Franklin  township ;  Cora  M„  wife  of 
Elmer  E.  France,  and  Lillie  E.,  wife  of  Her- 
bert A.  Swan,  who  are  both  connected  with 
the  France  Drv  Goods  Company  of  Kent, 
Ohio. 

Robert  Bruce  Carnahan. — A  native  son 
of  Portage  county,  who  has  attained  to  pres- 
tige as  one  of  its  representative  business  men 
is  Robert  Bruce  Carnahan,  who  is  incumbent 
of  the  responsible  executive  office  of  cashier 
of  the  Ravenna  National  Bank,  of  Ravenna, 
one  of  the  stanch  and  popular  financial  insti- 
tutions of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Carnahan  was  born  in  the  city  which 
is  now  his  home,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity 
was  March  10,  i860.  He  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Harriet  (Beeman)  Carnahan,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  in  Ravenna  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio.  William  Carnahan  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  old  Keystone  state  of  the 
Union,  and  when  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  lo- 
cated in  Ravenna,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  carpenter's  trade,  to  which  he  had 
served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in  his  na- 
tive state.  He  became  one  of  the  leading 
contractors  and  builders  of  the  county,  and 
among  the  old  homesteads  which  are  now 
landmarks  in  Ravenna  are  a  number  of  sub- 
stantial houses  and  other  buildings  which 
were  erected  by  him.  He  lived  to  attain  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  was 
a  man  who  ever  commanded  the  most  un- 
equivocal confidence  and  respect  in  the  com- 
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munity  in  which  he  so  long  maintained  his 
home  and  to  whose  development  and  progress 
he  contributed  in  no  small  measure.  He  was 
well  known  throughout  this  section  of  the 
state  and  was  a  citizen  loyal  and  public-spirited 
and  one  who  lived  a  life  of  signal  integrity  and 
honor.  He  traced  his  lineage  to  stanch 
Scotch-Irish  origin  and  took  just  pride  in  his 
ancestry.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  indivi- 
duality and  marked  intellectual  powers,  so 
that  he  was  ever  well  fortified  in  his  opinions, 
and  in  public  affairs  used  his  influence  with 
discrimination  and  intelligence.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who 
was  about  eighty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
when  she  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
and  who  was  at  the  time  one  of  the  most 
venerable  and  revered  pioneer  women  of  Por- 
tage county,  where  her  entire  life  was  passed. 
As  before  stated,  she  was  born  in  Ravenna 
township,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Anson 
Beeman,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  who  came  to  Portage  county  in  an  early 
day,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ravenna 
township,  where  he  developed  a  valuable  farm 
and  where  he  continued  to  be  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  William 
and  Harriet  (Beeman)  Carnahan  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  attained 
to  years  of  maturity  and  two  of  whom  are 
now  living,  Harriet  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
George  Poe,  of  Ravenna,  and  Robert  B.,  who 
is  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Robert  Bruce  Carnahan,  the  youngest  of 
the  five  children,  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Ravenna,  to  whose  public  schools  he  is  in- 
debted for  his  early  educational  training.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  initiated  his 
connection  with  the  line  of  business  in  which 
he  has  won  so  much  precedence.  He  became 
office  messenger  and  teller  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Ravenna,  and  with  this  insti- 
tution he  continued  to  be  connected  until  the 
lapse  of  its  charter,  in  1902.  Through  faith- 
ful and  effective  service  he  won  advancement 
through  various  grades  of  promotion,  and  in 
1885  was  chosen  cashier  of  the  bank,  an 
office  of  which  he  continued  incumbent  until 
the  institution  was  reorganized  as  the  Ra- 
venna National  Bank.  The  appreciation  of 
his  ability  and  excellent  service  gained  its 
best  voucher  when  he  was  elected  to  the  po- 
sition of  cashier  of  the  new  bank,  which  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  the  First  National, 
and  he  has  since  continued  to  give  his  atten- 
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tion  to  the  practical  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Ravenna  National  Bank.  He  has 
clone  much  to  further  the  success  of  the  in- 
stitution, both  under  the  original  and  present 
regime,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  able 
financiers  and  representative  business  men  of 
Portage  county.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
bank  of  which  he  is  cashier,  and  is  one  of  the 
executive  officers  that  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  old  First  National,  and  is  the  only 
man  now  connected  with  the  bank  who  re- 
mains of  those  who  were  associated  with  it  at 
the  time  he  first  became  connected  with  it. 
Though  in  the  "very  prime  of  life  he  now  has 
the  distinction  of  being  in  point  of  active  ser- 
vice, one  of  the  oldest  bankers  in  his  native 
county,  and  his  popularity  is  based  upon  the 
objective  recognition  of  the  sterling  attri- 
butes of  his  character,  for  he  has  lived 
in  Ravenna  from  the  time  of  his  nativity  and 
has  so  ordered  his  course  as  to  command  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  those  familiar  with 
every  step  in  his  career.  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  state  that  Mr.  Carnahan  maintains  an 
abiding  interest  in  his  native  city  and  does 
all  in  his  power  to  further  its  material  and 
civic  prosperity.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  affiliated 
with  Ravenna  Lodge,  No.  1076,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  the  year  1889  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Carnahan  to  Miss  Mary  F. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Frank  J.  and  Catherine 
Smith,  honored  residents  of  Ravenna.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carnahan  have  two  children. — 
Frank  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  music  busi- 
ness in  Ravenna,  and  Sidney,  who  is  attend- 
ing the  public  schools.  In  the  social  activities 
of  the  community  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnahan 
play  a  generous  part,  and  their  home  is  one 
in  which  a  hospitable  welcome  is  ever  assured 
to  their  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Hiram  Morse. — The  son  of  a  pioneer  fam- 
ily of  prominence.  Hiram  Morse  spent  his 
entire  life  in  the  Western  Reserve,  being 
throughout  his  active  career  an  able  promoter 
of  the  industrial  interests  of  Ashtabula  county. 
A  son  of  Phineas  Morse,  he  was  born,  Sep- 
tember 27,  1820,  in  Kingsville,  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  of  thrifty  New  England  ances- 
try. 

Phineas  Morse  was  born  March  2,  1795,  in 
Litchfield,  Connecticut.  Migrating  from  there 
to  the  Western  Reserve,  he  lived  for  a  num- 
ber of  vears  in  Kingsville,  Ashtabula  county , 
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being  industriously  employed  during  the  time. 
Going  back  to  his  native  state,  he  was  not 
contented  to  stay  among  the  scenes  which 
brightened  his  childhood  days,  but  returned  a 
few  years  later  to  Kingsville,  and  there  spent 
his  remaining  days,  passing  away  July  2,  1878. 
He  married  Abigail  Luce,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 12,  1798,  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  them 
nine  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Huldah, 
born  September  17,  1819,  died  about  1905; 
Hiram,  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical 
review ;  Mary,  born  September  7,  1822,  also 
deceased ;  Almira,  born  September  10,  1826, 
resides  in  Kingsville ;  Angeline,  born  Febru- 
ary 4,  1828,  is  also  a  resident  of  Kingsville; 
Almon,  born  August  28,  1829,  deceased; 
Laura,  born  August  10,  1832,  died  in  January, 
1903;  Alden,  born  September  28,  1835,  lives 
in  Kingsville ;  and  George,  born  April  8,  1837, 
deceased. 

Born  September  27,  1820,  Hiram  Morse  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  when 
young  began  the  development  of  his  natural 
mechanical  ability  in  a  machine  shop  connected 
with  the  casted  iron  works.  He  subsequently 
learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker,  after 
which  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in  a  saw 
mill.  He  afterwards  worked  at  the  trades  of 
a  carpenter  and  joiner,  in  that  capacity  erect- 
ing many  of  the  residences  and  buildings  of 
his  day.  He  is  a  man  of  much  influence,  serv- 
ing as  township  trustee,  and  being  a  valued 
member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Morse  married,  September  29,  1849, 
Louisa  Colegrove,  and  into  their  household 
two  children  were  born,  namely:  Charles  H., 
born  July  5.  1850;  and  Albert,  born  March  17, 
1853.  married  Jennie  Gee  and  now  resides  in 
North  Girard,  Pennsylvania.  Charles  H. 
Morse  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Monroe 
township,  married,  April  14,  1874,  Marcia 
Bushnell,  who  was  born  August  7,  1851,  in 
Monroe  township,  a  daughter  of  Harley  and 
Sarah  Bushnell.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Morse  served  as  supervisor,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  State  Police. 

Judge  Edgar  H.  Hinman. — As  judge  of 
the  probate  court  of  Lorain  county.  Judge 
Edgar  H.  Hinman  holds  high  rank  among 
the  distinguished  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, and  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  county.  Coming  from 
honored  English  ancestry,  he  was  born,  De- 
cember 16,   1846,  in  Randolph  township,  Por- 


tage countv,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Edward  Hinman, 

Jr- 

I  he  Hinman  family  originated  in  England, 
and  was  first  represented  on  American  soil 
by  Sergeant  Edward  Hinman,  who  was  an 
officer  under  King  Charles  Second,  and  es- 
caped to  this  country  to  save  his  head.  He 
settled  in  Connecticut,  becoming  the  founder 
of  a  family,  whose  descendants  are  to  be  found 
in  nearly  every  state  of  the  Union,  many  of 
them  occupying  places  of  prominence  in  pro- 
fessional and  financial  circles. 

Edward  Hinman,  Sr.,  the  Judge's  grand- 
father, was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut. 
Coming  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1815,  he 
settled  as  a  pioneer  in  Atwater  township, 
Portage  county,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  an  honored  and  respected  citizen. 

Edward  Hinman,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1810,  in 
the  village  of  Catskill.  New  York,  where  his 
parents  resided  a  few  years.  But  five  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  Ohio,  he  grew  up 
and  was  educated  in  Portage  county.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  with  his  family  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  lived  and  labored  a  few  years. 
Forced  on  account  of  ill  health  to  return  to 
Ohio,  he  located  in  Oberlin  in  order  to  give 
his  children  good  educational  advantages,  and 
died  in  that  city  in  1875.  He  married,  in 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  Mary  Brush,  who  was 
born  in  Lee,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Charity  (Campbell)  Brush,  both 
of  whom  were  of  Scotch  descent.  Mary 
Brush  and  her  twin  brother,  John  Brush,  were 
brought  by  wagon  to  Ravenna,  Ohio,  in  in- 
fancy, in  a  basket  which  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Judge  Hinman.  She  survived  her 
husband,  passing  away  in  1889.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  as  follows : 
John  B.,  Edgar  H.,  and  Charles  C.  John  B. 
Hinman,  who  died  in  1900,  was  graduated 
from  Oberlin  College,  and  became  editor  of 
the  Chicago  Times,  when  that  newspaper  was 
owned  and  controlled  by  Wilbur  F.  Story,  the 
noted  Chicago  journalist.  Charles  C.  Hinman 
was  graduated  from  Oberlin  College,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  was  Eastern  agent  for  the 
Cleveland  Stone  Company,  having  head- 
quarters in  Philadelphia.  He  died  in  Oberlin, 
(  )hio,  in  1897. 

Obtaining  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  Portage  county  and  Michi- 
gan, Edgar  N.  Hinman  was  a  student  at 
Oberlin  College  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out.  When  the  entire  country  was  aroused 
by  the  terrible  battle  at  Gettysburg,  he  offered 
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his  services  to  his  country,  but  was  rejected 
on  account  of  his  youthfulness.  In  1864,  how- 
ever, when  but  seventeen  years  old,  he  enlisted 
for  a  hundred  days  in  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Fort  Ste- 
vens, when  the  Confederates  attempted  to  cap- 
ture Washington.  On  August  27,  1864,  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Cleveland. 

For  two  years  after  leaving  the  army,  Mr. 
Hinman  was  in  poor  health,  and  during  his 
enforced  leisure  began  reading  law.  He  after- 
wards entered  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  but  on  account  of  ill 
health  was  unable  to  complete  the  course.  In 
April,  1869,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar 
at  Norwalk,  and  sometime  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Missouri,  intending  to  practice  his 
profession  there,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
was  admitted  to  the  courts  of  that  state.  While 
living  in  Missouri,  Judge  Hinman  served  as 
deputy  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mis- 
souri under  Chief  Justice  Bliss,  at  St.  Joseph. 

Returning  to  Ohio,  he  opened  an  office  at 
Amherst,  Lorain  county,  and  during  the  eight 
years  that  he  continued  in  practice  there,  was 
twice  elected  mayor  of  the  village,  being  an 
incumbent  of  that  office,  when,  in  1 88 1,  he 
was  elected  probate  judge  of  the  county.  Tak- 
ing the  office  in  1882,  the  Judge  has  since  held 
it  continuously,  his  last  re-election  having 
been  in  November,  1909,  for  a  term  that  will 
not  expire  until  February,  1913.  Judge  Hin- 
man is  the  oldest  judge  of  probate  in  point  of 
service  in  the  state. 

Judge  Hinman  married,  in  November,  1877, 
Ada  M.  Faxon,  who  passed  to  the  higher  life 
August  25,  1909.  Her  parents,  Hiram  and 
Mary  A.  (Roberts)  Faxon,  were  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  resided  in  Lorain 
county,  until  about  three  years  before  their 
deaths,  when  they  removed  to  Olmstead, 
Cuyahoga  county,  where  in  1909,  they  cele- 
brated the  sixty-eighth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage,  Mr.  Faxon  being  then  in  his  ninety- 
second  year,  and  his  wife  in  her  eighty-eighth 
year.  Both  died  within  one  week  in  October, 
1909.  Mr.  Faxon  passing  away  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  funeral  of  his  wife. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Hinman,  namely:  Harold  F.,  who  was  a 
chemist  and  went  to  the  mining  region  to 
work  in  the  laboratory,  died  in  1904  in  Minne- 
sota, aged  twenty-four  years ;  Scott,  a  clerk- 
in  the  Elyria  Water  Works  department;  Mary 
Lucile,    living   with   her    father ;    and    Edgar, 


who  lived  but  ten  months.  Judge  Hinman  is 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  and  other  fraternal 
organizations. 

Harry  Hinkson,  president  of  the  contract- 
ing, real  estate  and  insurance  firm  of  Hinkson 
&  Buttenbender,  Elyria,  Ohio,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city  for  twenty  years  and  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  best  interests.  Mr. 
Hinkson  is  a  native  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  born 
September  15,  1867,  but  was  reared  in  Buffalo, 
New  York.  His  father,  Ransom  Hinkson, 
when  a  boy,  came  with  his  parents  from 
Canada,  his  native  land,  and  settled  in  Iowa. 
The  grandfather  owned  and  kept  a  tavern  on 
the  old  overland  route  to  California.  That  was 
in  the  memorable  days  of  '49,  and  many  were 
the  travelers  en  route  to  the  gold  fields  who 
were  entertained  at  the  Hinkson  tavern.  This 
house  was  the  last  of  its  type  on  that  route  to 
give  place  to  the  more  modern  hostelry.  Ran- 
som Hinkson  hauled  the  first  poles  for' the  first 
telegraph  line  that  was  built  through  that  part 
of  Iowa.  He  was  a  general  contractor.  In 
1872  he  moved  east  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  where,  since 
the  first  administration  of  President  Cleveland, 
he  has  been  a  meat  inspector.  His  wife,  Hattie 
( Barnett )  Hinkson,  who  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, died  in  Buffalo,  in  1906,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  years. 

At  the  time  his  parents  left  Iowa  and  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Buffalo,  Harry  Hinkson 
was  only  five  years  old.  He  attended  the  city 
schools  until  he  was  thirteen,  when  he  left 
school  to  go  to  work  in  a  planing  mill.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  this  mill,  in  Buffalo, 
until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Elyria  to  take 
charge,  as  foreman,  of  the  door  and  sash 
department  of  the  John  Hart  planing  mill.  A 
few  years  later,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he 
went  to  the  country  and  spent  a  year  in  farm 
work.  Returning  to  Elyria  in  1895,  he  engaged 
in  contracting.  Soon  he  found  a  larger  busi- 
ness on  his  hands  than  he  could  take  care  of, 
and  in  1903  he  organized  the  Hinkson-Halpin 
Company,  contractors  and  builders ;  but  he 
sold  his  interest  in  this  concern,  and  subse- 
quently organized  the  Hinkson-Buttenbender 
Company,  general  contractors  and  dealers  in 
real  estate  and  insurance,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  president.  Also  he  has  other  industrial 
interests  here.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Liquid  Force  Company,  of  Elyria  ;  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Elyria  Foundry  Company,  of 
which  he  is  also  a  director,  and  is  a  member  of 
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the   Hinkson,   Buttenbender   &   Murbach   Co., 
dredgers. 

Mr.  Hinkson  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  to  the  Builders'  Exchange,  and, 
fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  mar- 
ried and  has  one  son,  Roland  E.,  aged  seven- 
teen years.  Mrs.  Hinkson,  formerly  Miss 
Bertha  M.  Eckler,  of  Carlisle,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Cornelia  M. 
(Hart)  Eckler. 

Quincy  A.  Gillmore,  attorney  at  law. 
Elyria.  Ohio,  has  been  identified  with  this  city 
since  entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession twenty-five  years  ago,  and  belongs  to 
a  family  whose  identity  with  this  part  of  Ohio 
dates  back  a  hundred  years. 

Mr.  Gillmore's  paternal  grandfather,  Quar- 
tus  Gillmore,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  came 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1810  and  settled  on 
land  about  one  mile  west  of  Black  river.  There 
he  followed  farming  for  a  number  of  years. 
On  leaving  the  farm  he  went  to  the  town  of 
Charleston  (now  Lorain),  where,  with  others, 
he  helped  to  plat  the  town,  and  where  he  passed 
the  rest  of  his  life.  Mr.  Gillmore's  maternal 
grandfather  was  named  Alanson,  and  he,  too, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts ;  he  came  to 
Ohio  about  the  time  Grandfather  Gillmore 
landed  here,  and  settled  on  a  farm  about  four 
miles  west  of  Lorain.  Later,  in  1880,  he 
removed  to  Lorain,  where  he  died  at  about  the 
age  of  ninety  years. 

Edmund  and  Adelaide  E.  (Gillmore)  Gill- 
more, the  parents  of  Quincy  A.,  were  born  in 
Lorain,  the  former  February  10,  1833,  the  lat- 
ter September  24,  1833.  They  were  married 
in  1858  and  lived  together  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury, until  his  death  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
1902 ;  she  is  still  living.  Edmund  Gillmore  was 
in  early  life  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes.  He 
met  with  an  accident  in  a  ship  yard,  thereby 
sustaining  an  injury  which  caused  him  to  be 
an  invalid  the  rest  of  his  life;  for  forty- four 
years  he  never  walked  a  step.  He  was  able, 
however,  to  attend  to  business,  and  he  filled 
various  local  offices,  such  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  treasurer  of  the  school  board,  etc.  The 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  he  filled  for  forty 
years.  He  was  well  known  and  highly 
respected. 

Quincy  A.  Gillmore  was  born  in  Lorain 
(then  called  Black  River  1,  May  12,  1859.  and 
as  he  grew  up  took  advantage  of  the  excellent 
educational  opportunities  which  were  offered 


him.  He  attended  the  common  schools  until 
1872.  when  he  entered  the  Elyria  high  school, 
where  he  took  a  four  years'  course.  Then  he 
spent  one  year  at  Oberlin  College  and  one  year 
in  the  Western  Reserve  College,  after  which  he 
entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  where  he  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1881.  All  this  time  he  had  the  law  in  view, 
and  after  his  graduation  at  the  university  he 
went  to  Cincinnati,  and  spent  two  years  in  the 
Cincinnati  Law  School.  His  diploma  from  this 
institution  bears  the  date  of  1883. 

In  the  fall  of  1884  Mr.  Gillmore  took  up  his 
residence  at  Elyria  and  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  and  here  he  has  since 
lived  and  prospered,  giving  his  influence  and 
support  to  the  movements  which  have  ad- 
vanced the  welfare  of  the  town.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  a  Republican  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  party  affairs.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  the 
Country  Club,  and,  fraternally,  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  in  the  former  having  taken  the  thirty- 
second  degree. 

Mr.  Gillmore  is  married  and  has  one  son, 
Scott  E..  a  student  at  the  University  School, 
Cleveland,  preparing  himself  to  enter  Yale 
College.  Mrs.  Gillmore.  formerly  Miss  Frankie 
G.  Brown,  is  a  native  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  A.  and  Nancy  A.  (Gra- 
ham )   Brown. 

Charles  J.  Crehore. — A  business  man  of 
distinctive  ability  and  one  of  the  popular  citi- 
zens of  his  native  county,  Charles  J.  Crehore 
is  incumbent  of  the  position  of  manager  of  the 
Elyria  Lumber  &  Coal  Company,  one  of  the 
important  industrial  concerns  of  the  city  of 
Elyria,  the  judicial  center  of  Lorain  county. 

Mr.  Crehore  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Shef- 
field township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1872,  and  he  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Kasiah  (WTalker)  Crehore,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The  father  was 
born  in  Surrey,  New  Hampshire,  June  16, 
1832,  and  was  a  son  of  George  Crehore,  Sr., 
a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  member  of  a 
family  that  was  founded  in  America  in  the 
early  colonial  epoch.  Tbe  father  of  Charles 
J.  Crehore  of  this  review  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  commonwealth  and  as  a 
young  man  he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
and  secured  a  tract  of  land  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie,  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain 
county,   where   he   became  a   successful  agri- 
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culturist  and  stock-grower  and  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  His  death,  which  occurred 
in  July,  1876.  His  wife  was  born  and  reared 
in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
her  father,  Wing  Walker,  was  a  pioneer  settler, 
and  she  survived  her  husband  by  about  seven 
years,  her  death  occurring  in  December,  1883. 
Concerning  their  seven  children  the  following 
brief  record  is  entered  :  Clara,  Hattie  and  Fred- 
erick are  deceased ;  George  resides  upon  the 
old  home  farm  in  Sheffield  township ;  Grace  is 
deceased ;  Charles  J.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
next  in  order  of  birth,  and  Robbins  B.  is  now 
a  resident  of  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Charles  J.  Crehore  was  about  four  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  when 
he  was  eleven  years  old  his  mother  also  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal.  He  was  then 
taken  into  the  home  of  his  guardian,  Edward 
P.  Burrell,  who  died  about  four  years  later, 
and  he  was  then  placed  in  the  care  of  Lewis  D. 
Boynton,  who  had  been  appointed  his  guard- 
ian, and  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Mr.  Cre- 
hore secured  his  earlier  educational  discipline 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  township 
and  thereafter  availed  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Elyria  high  school,  in  which  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1893.  He  then  devoted  one  year  to  reading 
law  under  effective  preceptorship. 

The  first  independent  business  venture  of 
Mr.  Crehore  was  in  connection  with  the  buy- 
ing and  shipping  of  live  stock,  and  in  1895, 
when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  effected  the 
organization  of  the  firm  of  Crehore.  Fauver  & 
Robinson,  which  was  thereafter  engaged  in 
the  clothing  business  in  Elyria  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  In  1899  Mr.  Crehore  organized  the 
Weller  Engineering  Company  of  Elyria,  and 
two  years  later  he  was  the  chief  promoter  of 
the  organization  and  incorporation  of  the 
Elyria  Lumber  &  Coal  Company,  which 
assumed  the  control  of  the  property  and  busi- 
ness of  the  Weller  Engineering  Company, 
thoueh  the  latter  still  continues  operations  un- 
der its  original  title.  Mr.  Crehore  is  the  man- 
ager of  both  concerns  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  alert,  progressive  and  substantial  young 
business  men  of  his  native  county,  where  he 
has  won  marked  success  and  precedence 
through  his  own  well  directed  efforts  in  con- 
nection with  normal  lines  of  business  enter- 
prise. He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Elyria 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  is  a 
director,  as  well  as  chairman  of  its  educational 
committee.     His   political   allegiance   is  given 


to  the  Republican  party  and,  while  he  takes 
a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a  local 
order,  he  has  found  no  allurement  in  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  political  office.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Both 
himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  church. 

In  1894  Mr.  Crehore  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriett  Hancock,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Avon  township,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Betsey  Han- 
cock, well  known  residents  of  that  part  of  the 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crehore  have  had  three 
children — Robert  Henry,  Lester  Charles,  who 
died  August  16,  1909,  at  the  age  of  three  years, 
four  months,  and  Marian  Louise.  The  attract- 
ive family  home  in  Elyria  is  known  as  a  center 
of  gracious  hospitalitv  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cre- 
hore are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the 
community. 

Thomas  W.  Latham. — The  representative 
of  one  of  tliQ  earlier  families  to  settle  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  Thomas  W.  Latham  comes 
of  substantial  New  England  ancestry,  and,  like 
his  father,  Hiram  Latham,  is  a  native  of  Huron 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  October  17, 
1864,  in  Lyme  township.  The  emigrant  an- 
cestor of  the  family  from  which  he  is  de- 
scended was  Cary  Latham,  whose  name  is 
frequently  mentioned  'in  "Caulkins'  History  of 
New  London,  Connecticut,"  the  line  of  descent 
being  thus  traced :  Cary,1  Joseph,2  Joseph,3  Jo- 
seph.4 Ebenezer/'  Alexander  Wolcott,"  Hiram.7 
and  Thomas  W.s 

Quoting  from  the  above-named  volume,  we 
find  that  Cary  Latham  is  mentioned  by  John 
Winthrop,  founder  of  New  London,  in  a 
document  upon  record  stating  that  said  Cary 
Latham  was  with  him  in  the  beginning  of  the 
plantation,  February  22.  1648-9.  He  was  one 
of  the  committee  to  act  upon  all  town  affairs. 
In  1645  the  marshes  and  nu-adows  at  Fog 
Plain  were  mowed  by  Cary  Latham.  In  1647 
he  was  granted  a  house  lot.  Cary  Latham's 
name  appears  upon  a  list  of  the  names  of 
those  who  wrought  at  the  mill  dam  in  July. 
1051.  In  1654  articles  of  agreement  were 
entered  into  with  said  Cary  Latham,  granting 
him  a  lease  and  monopoly  of  the  ferry  over 
the  Pequot  river,  at  the  town  of  Pequot,  said 
lease  to  run  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  from 
March  25.  1655,  the  said  Cary  to  take  three 
pence  off  every  passenger  for  his  share,  six 
pence  for  every  horse  or  great  beast,  ami  three 
pence  for  a  calf  or  swine.     He  also  had  privi- 
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lege  given  him  to  keep  some  provisions  and 
some  strong  wine  for  refreshment  of  passen- 
gers. For  his  part,  said  Can  Latham  bound 
himself  to  attend  to  the  service  immediately 
with  a  good  canoe.,  and  to  provide  within  a 
year's  time  a  sufficient  boat  to  convey  man  and 
beast.  He  also  engaged  to  build  a  house  on 
the  ferry  lot,  east  of  the  river,  before  the  next 
October,  to  dwell  therein,  and  to  keep  the  ferry 
carefully,  or  cause  it  to  be  so  kept,  for  the 
whole  term  of  years.  As  lessee  of  the  ferry, 
he  was  the  first  man  to  be  domesticated  upon 
the  Groton  Bank.  A  neck  of  land  extending, 
into  the  sound  was  allotted  to  him,  and  he  in 
a  short  time  sold  it  to  Thomas  Miner,  the 
transfer  being  made  in  1653-4.  Cary  Latham 
was  one  of  the  three  chosen  to  make  the  coun- 
try rate.  June  9,  1663 ;  and  one  of  the  commit- 
tee chosen  to  meet  Sir  William  Berkley.  Janu- 
ary 1.  1663,  for  the  settling  of  him  among  us. 
On  October  9,  1662,  Cary  Latham  and  Hugh 
Roberts  were  chosen  by  the  town  to  meet  the 
men  chosen  by  the  court  order,  to  settle  the 
town  bounds.  Cary  Latham  served  in  various 
town  offices.  He  was  selectman  sixteen  years, 
and  six  times  deputy  to  the  General  Court, 
serving  from  Ma  v.  1664,  until  1670.  He  died 
in  1685. 

Joseph  Latham  (2)  was  born  in  1639.  Jo- 
seph Latham  (3)  was  a  native  of  Groton,  Con- 
necticut, but  after  his  marriage  he  settled  in 
New  London,  Connecticut.  Joseph  Latham  (4) 
was  born  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  in  1728. 
Ebenezer  Latham  (5)  was  born  November  6, 
1776,  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  and  was 
there  a  resident  until  18 17.  Making  a  bold 
venture  in  that  year,  he  started  with  his  family 
for  the  extreme  western  frontier,  making  the 
perilous  journey  with  ox  teams,  and  bringing 
with  him  to  the  Western  Reserve  all  of  his 
worldly  effects,  making  his  way  much  of  the 
time  by  means  of  blazed  trees.  Coming  to 
Huron  county,  which  was  but  sparsely  set- 
tled, he  benight  land  in  Lyme  township,  and 
from  the  wilderness  reclaimed  a  homestead,  on 
which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  pass- 
ing away  at  the  age  of  four  score  and  four 
years.  He  married  Betsy  Smith,  who  was  a 
New  England  girl,  born  and  bred  in  Connecti- 
cut. 

Alexander  Wolcott  Latham  (6)  was  born, 
in  [806,  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  and  as 
a  boy  came  with  his  parents  to  Lyme  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  where  he  attended  the 
pioneer  school,  in  the  typical  pioneer  log  school 
house,  and   was  afterwards  a  member  of  the 


state  militia.  He  began  fanning  on  hi-  own 
account  on  a  tract  of  twenty  acres  which  he 
purchased,  for  a  number  of  years  doing  all 
of  his  work  with  oxen,  having  no  horses  on 
the  place.  The  cart  which  he  used  was  a  rude 
affair,  the  wheels  being  sections  sawed  off  a 
large  log.  He  was  very  generous  and  charita- 
ble, with  the  utmost  faith  in  mankind.  On 
one  occasion  a  man  called  on  him  and  said 
that  he  had  bought  some  land  about  three 
miles  away,  and  asked  to  borrow  his  oxen  and 
cart.  Although  the  man  was  an  entire  stranger, 
he  willingly  made  the  loan,  but  he  never  saw 
oxen,  cart  or  man  again.  He  was  very  lib- 
eral, gladly  assisting  those  less  fortunate  than 
himself,  not  only  lending  money  without  secur- 
ity, but  cheerfully  giving  to  those  in  need. 
Very  successful  in  his  labors,  he  accumulated 
a  competency.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  honored  and  respected  by  all.  He 
took  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  after 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  was  one 
of  the  earnest  supporters  of  its  principles.  He 
married  Anna  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  daughter  of  Ira  Wood,  a  pioneer 
of  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  they  reared  two 
sons.  She  died  before  her  husband,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years. 

Hiram  Latham  ( 7 )  was  born  in  Sherman 
township.  Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  1835,  on 
the  home  farm.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  ancestors,  he  chose  farming  as  his  life 
work,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  in  Lyme  township  until  1888.  Having 
then,  by  judicious  labor  and  wise  management, 
accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods, 
he  removed  to  Bellevue,  where  he  has  since 
lived  retired  from  active  pursuits.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Evans,  a 
native  of  London,  England.  Her  parents, 
Thomas  and  Sophia  ( Smith )  Evans,  emigrated 
from  England  to  the  United  States  in  1849. 
Landing  in  New  York,  they  came  by  way  of 
the  Hudson  river,  Erie  canal  and  Lake  Erie 
to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  thence  across  the  country 
to  Monroeville,  Huron  county,  where  they  lo- 
cated. A  short  time  later.  Mr.  Evans  bade 
good  bye  to  his  family,  and  started  for  Cali- 
fornia in  search  of  gold,  making  an  overland 
trip.  He  remained  away  for  seventeen  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Monroeville,  where  he 
spenj:  the  remainder  of  his  life  of  eighty-four 
years.  Mrs.  Evans  died  at  the  age  of  four 
-cure  years.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  .Mrs.  Hiram  Latham,  namely:  William  H., 
Thomas  \\\,  Fred.  Arthur,  and  Stella. 
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Thomas  W.  Latham  (8)  acquired  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  district  schools,  after 
which  he  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Ada,  subsequently  taking  a  course  of  study  at 
Eastman's  Business  College,  in  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York.  Going  to  Iowa  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  he  was  for  five  years  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Corwith.  Returning  then 
to  Monroeville,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Robert  Martin,  and  for  four  years  carried  on 
a  substantial  hardware  trade  under  the  firm 
name  of  Martin  &  Latham.  He  was  subse- 
quently vice  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Monroeville,  and  later  accepted  the 
position  of  cashier  of  the  Century  National 
Bank  of  Cleveland.  Resigning  the  position  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  Mr.  Latham  has  since 
lived  retired  in  Monroeville,  where  he  devotes 
his  time  to  his  private  affairs,  looking  after 
his  farming  lands  and  property. 

Mr.  Latham  married,  June  26,  1889,  Mary 
E.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Cath- 
erine ( Neff )  Davis,  and  into  their  home  two 
sons  have  been  born,  namely  :  Davis  and  James. 
Politically  Mr.  Latham  is  a  straightforward 
Republican.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Monroeville  Lodge,  No.  534,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  Norwalk  Commandery,  No.  18,  K.  T.  Re- 
ligiously he  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  church, 
and  Mrs.  Latham  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

Charlotte  Coe  Kummel, — Charlotte  Flor- 
ence Coe,  who,  on  June  20,  1899,  married  Dr. 
Henry  B.  Kummel,  since  1902  state  geologist 
of  New  Jersey,  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Hayes 
and  Lucy  A.  Coe.  Her  father,  who  died  in 
Painesville,  in  1908.  was  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  and  public  leaders  of  the  city, 
and  her  grandfather.  Rev.  David  L.  Coe,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  educators  and  clergymen 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  In  fact,  four  lines 
of  her  family  radiated  from  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  brought 
their  intellectual  and  moral  influences  t"  bear 
upon  the  best  development  of  the  Western 
Reserve  in  its  formative  periods.  A  general 
idea  of  what  they  accomplished,  and  what 
they  were,  is  given  in  the  matter  which  fol- 
lows. 

The  founder  of  the  Coe  family  in  America 
was  Robert,  born  at  Long  Melford,  Suffolk- 
shire.  England,  in  [596,  and  who  on  the  last 
day  of  April,  1034,  sailed  from  Ipswich  with 
his  wife  and  three  sons,  bound  for  Massachu- 
setts.    The  family  first  settled  at  Watertown, 


Massachusetts,  and  the  father  died  in  Jamaica, 
New  York,  about  the  year  1687.  When  the 
son,  Robert  Jr.,  was  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  left  the  family  home,  then  in  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  and  moved  to  Stratford,  that 
state,  where  he  died  in  1659.  The  year  be- 
fore his  decease,  his  wife  gave  birth  to  a  son 
John,  at  Stratford.  He,  in  turn,  had  ten  chil- 
dren, who  with  the  coming  of  the  years  were 
blessed  with  families  of  their  own.  The  suc- 
cessive steps  of  descent  from  John  Coe  to 
David  Lyman  Coe,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Kummel,  are  through  Ephraim,  of  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  and  Samuel  and  Captain 
David  Coe.  of  Granville,  Massachusetts.  The 
last  named  came  to  Charlestown,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  in  1813,  when  his  son.  David  L., 
was  seventeen  years  of  age.  But  the  youth 
found  that  he  could  not  obtain  the  educational 
advantages  which  he  craved  in  the  unde- 
veloped west,  and  therefore  returned  to  Massa- 
cnusetts  to  take  a  course  at  Williams  College. 
His  diploma  of  graduation  from  that  institu- 
tion is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Kummel. 
Not  long  after  completing  his  course,  David 
L.  Coe  located  at  Burton,  Geauga  county, 
where  he  taught  the  first  academy  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  one  of  his  pupils  afterward 
becoming  the  wife  of  Governor  Ford.  He 
married  (second)  Polly  Hayes  Brainard  and 
later  preached  at  Charlestown,  Ohio,  where 
his  son,  Henry  Hayes  Coe,  was  born  June  6, 
1830.  Soon  afterward  he  moved  to  Tallmadge. 
where  he  prepared  the  first  class  which  en- 
tered the  Western  Reserve  College.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  that  city  from  1831  to 
1835,  and  during  that  period  (1832)  was  born 
Albert  L.  Coe,  who  died  in  1901,  as  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Chicago.  For  years  the 
latter  was  an  active  partner  in  one  of  its  old- 
est and  best  known  real  estate  firms ;  was 
prominent  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  major  in  the 
quartermaster's  department,  participating  in 
the  great  battles  and  campaigns  of  the  south- 
west, including  Sherman's  great  march;  was 
an  organizer  of  the  Union  League  Club.  Royal 
Trust"  Company  and  other  leading  institutions 
of  a  political,  social  and  financial  character. 
and  was  also  a  steady  and  liberal  supporter  of 
the  city's  reforms  and  charities.  Returning 
to  the  father,  Rev.  David  L.  Coe.  it  may  be 
added  that  he  was  one  of  the  deepest  scholars 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  being  a  master  of 
Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew,  as  well  as  of  pure 
English,  and  that,  besides  preaching  regularly 
as  a  Presbvterian  clergyman,  his  services  as  a 
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private  tutor  were  in  wide  demand.  His  death 
occurred  at  Richfield,  Ohio,  July  20.  1836. 

Henry  Hayes  Coe.  the  father,  was  educated 
at  Grand  River  Institute,  Austinburg,  and 
Western  Reserve  College,  Hudson,  but  his 
career  was  marked  more  as  a  director  of  busi- 
ness and  public  affairs  than  as  a  scholar  and 
educator.  His  training,  however,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  his  father,  made  him  a  champion 
of  the  schools,  and  he  was  an  active  figure  on 
the  board  of  education  for  many  years.  At 
one  time  he  was  county  treasurer  and  served 
as  mayor  of  Painesville  in  1892.  But  prob- 
ably he  was  most  widely  known  as  the  pro- 
moter and  organizer  of  the  largest  industry 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  veneer  cutting 
and  drying  machinery  in  the  world,  a  forty- 
thousand  dollar  order  coming  from  Vladivo- 
stock,  Russia,  about  the  time  of  his  death, 
May  19,  1908.  These  machines  were  all  based 
on  the  personal  patents  taken  out  by  Mr.  Coe, 
the  result  of.  years  of  study  and  experiment. 
The  deceased  served  in  the  Union  army,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Mobile 
and  others,  and  never  flinching  from  any  sol- 
dier's duty.  He  was  twice  married — first,  to 
Miss  Eliza  L.  Whiting,  who  died  in  1856. 
leaving  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  also  died 
in  1863;  and  secondly,  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Proc- 
tor, eldest  daughter  of  Ariel  and  Susan  Proc- 
tor, their  union  occurring  in  August,  1858. 
Their  eldest  daughter.  Harriet  Proctor,  died 
in  1863,  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Their  son. 
Harry  Proctor  Coe.  was  born  in  Painesville, 
February  18,  1865,  and  is  the  head  of  the 
business  of  the  Coe  Manufacturing  Company, 
established  by  his  father  and  with  which  he 
has  been  identified  from  boyhood.  He  also 
has  been  mayor  of  Painesville.  In  1888  he 
married  Miss  Letta  Daggett  Tabor,  of  an  old 
Connecticut  family,  but  has  no  children.  Char- 
lotte Florence,  the  second  daughter  born  to 
Henry  Haves  and  Lucy  Proctor  Coe,  is  a 
native  of  1'ainesville,  born  February  1,  1867, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Painesville  public 
school  and  the  Lake  Erie  College,  of  that  city. 
She  afterward  took  a  library  course  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  and  for  six  years  con- 
tinued on  the  library  staff  of  that  institution. 
After  her  marriage  to  Dr.  Henry  P.  Kummel. 
in  1899,  she  moved  t<>  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
where  were  born  her  two  daughters.  Charlotte 
Proctor,  on  January  2^,.  [903,  and  Lucy  Bar- 
nard, on  March  15.  [907.  Dr.  Kummel  is  a 
native  of  Milwaukee.  Wisconsin,  born  May 
25,    1  Sf »j .       He    was    educated    in    the    public 


schools  of  Milwaukee,  graduated  at  Beloit 
College.  Wisconsin  (A.  P.,  '89),  studied  geol- 
ogy at  Harvard  I  A.  M.,  92).  and  in  the 
University  of  Chicago  (Ph.  D.,  95),  served  as 
assistant  geologist  on  the  New  Jersey  survey 
in  1892-8,  and  assistant  professor  of  physi- 
ography, Lewis  Institute,  Chicago,  1896-9  ;  and 
from  the  latter  year  served  as  assistant  state 
geologist  of  New  Jersey  until  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  head  of  the  office. 

As  Polly  Haves  has  already  been  mentioned 
as  the  wife  of  Rev.  David  L.  Coe,  Mrs.  Kiim- 
mel's  grandfather,  the  tracing  of  her  family 
genealogy  is  next  in  order.  Richard  Hayes, 
who  appears  to  be  the  first  well  authenticated 
ancestor  in  America,  was  born  in  Lyme,  Con- 
necticut. April  3.  1714;  was  ensign  of  the 
third  company,  or  train  band  of  his  town,  in 
1850;  and  served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  eleventh  com- 
pany of  the  Third  Connecticut  Regiment.  His 
son,  Titus  Hayes,  born  in  the  same  Massachu- 
setts town,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  from 
Connecticut,  and  wintered  with  Washington 
at  Valley  Forge.  As  showing  the  straits  to 
which  the  families  of  the  patriots  were  re- 
duced. Mrs.  Hayes  was  obliged  to  sew  rags  on 
her  children's  feet  to  keep  them  from  freezing. 
The  four  sons  of  Titus  Hayes  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  he  himself  dying  at  Vernon, 
Ohio,  June  20,  181 1.  In  1804  ten  families 
left  Hartland,  Connecticut,  to  settle  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  among  whom  was  the  Hayes 
family,  embracing  Titus  and  his  son,  Richard, 
then  twenty-three  years  of  age.  and  himself 
the  father  of  a  family.  Richard  Hayes  was  a 
colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  commanding  a 
brigade  of  the  Ohio  militia  at  Fort  Wayne, 
and  was  prominent  all  through  the  campaign 
conducted  by  General  Wadsworth.  For  many 
years  after  the  war  he  was  an  associate  judge. 
He  died  at  Burghill.  where  the  Hayes  family 
had  originally  settled.  November  5,  1837.  His 
daughter  Polly  had  been  born  at  Hartland. 
Connecticut,  four  years  before  the  migration 
to  the  Western  Reserve,  was  educated  in  a 
girls'  boarding  school  at  Pittsburg,  and  was 
thrice  married.  Her  first  husband  was  Henry 
Brainard,  Jr..  who  died  in  1826.  and  her  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  Rev.  David  L.  Coe,  as 
already  mentioned.  The  latter  died  in  1836 
and  two  years  later  she  married  Dr.  ( ).  K. 
Hawley.  of  Austinburg.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  children.  She  was  an  affectionate  and 
domestic  woman,  and  at  the  same  time  a  lady 
of  thorough  education  and  strong  intellectual 
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and  moral  convictions,  being  one  of  the  most 
ardent  opponents  of  slavery  in  the  Western 
Reserve. 

When  living  in  Austinburg,  Polly  Hayes 
Hawley  established  at  her  house  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  "underground  railway  sta- 
tions" in  the  region,  often  feeding,  clothing 
and  harboring  many  of  the  colored  race  while 
escaping  to  Canada.  The  two  sons,  Henry  H. 
and  Albert  L.,  while  yet  in  their  early  teens, 
frequently  were  called  from  their  beds  at 
night  to  assist  their  mother  in  her  ministra- 
tions to  her  kitchen-full  of  negroes ;  their  duty 
was  to  harness  the  family  horses  to  lumber 
wagons  and  transport  the  fugitives  to  the  har- 
bor of  Ashtabula  before  daylight.  For  three 
days  and  nights  the  brave  woman  brought 
food  to  the  negro  Clark,  whom  she  had  con- 
cealed beneath  a  haystack  and  whom  she  aided 
in  every  way  to  escape  to  Canada ;  it  will  be 
remembered  that  Clark  was  the  original  of 
Harriet  Beecher  Stowe's  character  of  Harris. 
This  noble  woman,  who  died  in  Painesville, 
May  17.  1877,  still  bright  and  cheerful,  al- 
though in  her  seventy-eighth  year,  was  hon- 
ored with  one  of  the  two  hundred  plates  pre- 
sented to  anti-slavery  leaders  of  the  United 
States  by  the  English  Anti-Slavery  Society. 
This  rare  historic  relic  is  in  the  possession  of 
Mrs.  Kummel.  It  bears  the  quotations  from 
the  preamble  to  the  American  Constitution, 
beginning  "We  hold  that  all  men  are  created 
equal."  and  "of  one  blood  are  all  nations  of 
men" ;  also  a  picture,  with  the  inscription, 
"Lovejoy,  the  first  martyr,  Alton.  Ill,"  and  a 
long  quotation   from  the  Constitution. 

David  Hinckley,  Mrs.  KummcTs  great- 
great-grandfather,  resided  in  Willington, 
Connecticut,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  from  that  colony.  He  died  at  that  place 
in  1835,  and  his  wife  in  1809,  parents  of  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Benjamin,  who 
married  Susanna  Davis,  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  in  1813.  The  two  families  of  the 
party  were  transported  from  Buffalo,  along 
the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  in  two  wagons  drawn 
by  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  span  of  horses.  As 
nothing  but  the  absolute  necessities  were  taken 
one  of  the  babies  of  the  party  was  snugly 
cradled  in  the  huge  brass  kettle  of  the  times. 
From  Fairport  the  little  caravan  proceeded  to 
Chardon,  breaking  down  in  the  mud  about  five 
miles  north  of  that  village,  whence  the  women 
and  children  proceeded  on  horseback.  Susan, 
the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hinckley,  who 
headed  one  of  the  families,  was  then  six  years 
of  age.     Mr.  Hinckley  proceeded  from  Char- 


don to  Hiram  and  Hiram  Rapids,  where  he 
definitely  located  the  two  square  miles  of  fire- 
lands,  which  he  had  purchased  from  the  Con- 
necticut Company  and  which  he  fortunately 
found  to  be  fertile  and  valuable.  As  he  was  a 
.graduate  of  Yale  College,  the  care  of  his 
lands  by  no  means  occupied  his  time ;  for  he 
not  only  taught  the  first  common  school  in 
Hiram  but  tutored  such  likely  youths  as 
Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
(Judge)  Newton,  of  Mahoning  county,  who 
traveled  over  many  miles  of  wilderness  to 
study  with  him.  Both  Benjamin  Hinckley  and 
his  wife  are  buried  at  Hiram.  Susan  Hinck- 
ley, already  mentioned,  married  Ariel  Proctor, 
of  an  old  New  Hampshire  family,  and  be- 
came the  maternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Kum- 
mel. She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children ; 
was  well  educated  and  partook  of  the  intel- 
lectual brilliancy  of  her  father,  dying  at 
Hiram,  aged  eighty-four.  Lucy  A.,  the  eldest 
daughter,  was,  as  stated,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Kummel.  She  was  born  at  Hiram,  September 
4,  1828 ;  was  educated  at  Grand  River  Insti- 
tute, Austinburg;  taught  school  for  a  number 
of  years ;  passed  an  honored  married  life  of 
nearly  fifty  years  in  Painesville,  and  is  still  a- 
most  respected  pioneer  of  that  city. 

Perceptemas  J.  Mighton. — One  of  the  im- 
portant industrial  enterprises  of  the  city  of 
Painesville  is  that  represented  by  the  Paines- 
ville Elevator  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Migh- 
ton is  president.  The  company  not  only  main- 
tains a  large  and  modern  elevator  but  also  op- 
erates a  flour  and  feed  mill,  and  does  a  general 
wholesale  and  retail  business  in  the  handling 
of  grain,  flour,  feed,  salt,  seeds,  etc.  The  com- 
pany was  organized  and  incorporated  in  1892, 
and  assumed  possession  of  the  elevator  which 
had  been  erected  in  the  previous  year  by  the 
firm  of  Mighton  &  Barnes.  Mr.  Mighton  be- 
came president  of  the  company,  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  same  at  the  present  time  are  as 
here  noted:  ( ).  L.  Barnes,  vice-president;  C. 
J.  Scott,  secretary;  and  W.  T.  Cowles,  treas- 
urer. The  flour  mill  was  erected  in  1898,  is 
equipped  with  full  roller  process,  has  a  capacity 
for  the  output  of  forty  barrels  of  flour  per  day, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  mills  in  the  county ;  the 
best  accessories  are  also  supplied  for  the  grind- 
ing of  feed,  in  the  manufacture  and  jobbing  of 
which  product  a  large  business  is  handled  by 
the  company.  The  company  is  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. While  of  this  amount  only  fifteen  thou- 
sand  dollars  of    the  stock  have  been   issued. 
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there  is  utilized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  busi- 
ness a  capital  of  fully  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
The  average  annuai  transactions  aggregate 
about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  trade 
being  largely  local  and  extending  to  the  vari- 
ous villages  and  towns  in  a  sense  tributary  to 
Painesville  as  a  commercial  center.  The  com- 
pany gives  employment  to  seven  men.  and  the 
elevator  and  warehouses  are  eligibly  located 
on  the  Xickle  Plate  railroad. 

Perceptemas  J.  Mighton  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  progressive  and  substantial  business  men 
of  Painesville  and  as  a  citizen  of  utmost  civic 
loyalty  and  public  spirit.  He  was  burn  in  Bed- 
ford township.  Cuyahoga  county,  ( )hio,  on  the 
8th  of  July,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Amelia  Ann  ( Dawson )  Mighton,  both  of 
stanch  English  lineage.  The  father  was  born 
June  3,  1831,  in  Yorkshire.  England,  and  was 
twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  his  father,  Jo- 
seph Mighton,  came  with  his  family  to  Amer- 
ica and  located  in  the  province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  where  Joseph  Mighton  became  a  suc- 
cessful farmer.  There  Thomas  Mighton  was 
reared  to  maturity  and  in  his  youth  he  learned 
the  trade  of  machinist,  becoming  a  specially 
skilled  artisan  and  also  having  marked  mechan- 
ical and  inventive  ability.  He  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  inventing  the  first  practical  steam 
gauge,  upon  which  he  secured  patents  about 
1854.  He  had  in  the  meanwhile  come  to  Ohio, 
but  after  perfecting  his  invention  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  of  his  valuable  device.  He  was 
very  successful  in  this  venture  at  the  start,  but 
the  great  financial  panic  of  1857  worked  havoc 
with  his  business,  as  with  thousands  of  other 
manufacturing  enterprises,  and  he  lost  prac- 
tically his  entire  fortune.  He  had  been  worth 
at  one  time  fully  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars— considered  a  large  fortune  in  that  period 
of  our  national  history — and  after  having  en- 
countered severe  financial  reverses  in  the  na- 
tional metropolis  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  Xew  York  and  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he 
located  on  a  farm  in  Bedford  township,  Cuya- 
hoga county,  which  continued  to  be  his  home 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
killed  in  a  railway  crossing  accident  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  on  the  12th  of  May, 
[891,  and  was  sixty-one  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  gauge  which  he  in- 
vented is  still  in  practical  use  on  steam  en- 
gines, and  only  minor  or  incidental  improve- 
ments have  been  made  upon  his  original  de- 
vice.    He  was  a   man   of   impregnable  honor 


and  integrity,  and  was  a  citizen  who  ever  com- 
manded unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem. 
His  wife  was  born  in  the  province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  in  the  year  1832.  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Jane  Dawson,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  Durham,  England.  They  settled  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  when  Amelia  A.  was  a 
child  the  family  removed  to  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  about  the  year  1834.  Robert  Dawson, 
who  was  a  man  of  ample  financial  resources, 
purchased  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  Bedford  township,  that  county.  He  erected 
a  saw  mill  on  his  property  and  manufactured 
in  the  same  a  large  amount  of  oak  lumber. 
Through  his  well  directed  operations  after 
coming  to  Ohio  he  added  largely  to  his  already 
substantial  fortune.  He  died  about  1867,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and 
his  wife  also  died  in  Bedford  township.  Their 
daughter  Amelia  A.  (Dawson)  Mighton, 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  now  re- 
sides at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Adah,  wife 
of  Dr.  Rowland,  of  South  Euclid.  Ohio. 
Thomas  and  Amelia  Ann  (Dawson)  Mighton 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
five  are  living.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  allegiance,  and  his  religious  faith 
was  that  of  the  Christian  church,  of  which 
his  wife  also  is  a  devoted  member. 

Perceptemas  J.  Mighton  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Bed- 
ford township.  Cuyahoga  county,  and  was  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public 
schools  of  the  locality,  including  the  high 
school  at  Bedford.  He  continued  to  be  asso- 
ciated in  the  work  and  management  of  the 
farm  until  he  had  attained  to  his  legal  major- 
ity, and  he  then  purchased  what  was  known 
as  the  Mitchell  mill,  at  Little  Mountain, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio.  This  was  a  flour  and 
feed  mill,  operated  by  water  power  and  doing 
a  custom  trade.  Mr.  Mighton  gave  careful 
attention  to  every  detail  of  work  and  manage- 
ment, and  through  the  returns  from  its  opera- 
tion was  enabled  to  pay  the  entire  purchase 
price  within  a  period  of  six  years,  besides 
which  he  installed  new  machinery  ami  devel- 
oped the  mill  into  a  valuable  propertv.  While 
on  the  home  farm  he  had  worked  in  his  father's 
saw  and  cider  mill  and  had  familiarized  him- 
self with  machinery,  so  that  he  did  not  come 
to  his  independent  business  venture  as  a 
novice.  He  assumed  an  indebtedness  of  three 
thousand  dollars  in  buying  the  mill,  and  he 
made  it  pay  for  itself  and  also  for  the  im- 
provements made  in  its  equipment.     In   1889 
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he  traded  the  property  for  real  estate  in  the 
village  of  Chardon,  Geauga  county,  but  when 
seeking  an  eligible  location  for  continuing  in 
business  he  came  to  Painesville,  which  place 
he  selected  on  account  of  its  excellent  railroad 
facilities.  Here  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Harley  Barnes,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mighton  &  Barnes,  and  they  forthwith  insti- 
tuted the  erection  of  the  grain  elevator  of 
which  mention  is  made  in  the  opening  para- 
graphs of  this  company.  From  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  Painesville  Elevator  Com- 
pany, nearly  twenty  years  ago.  Air.  Mighton 
has  been  its  president  and  has  had  charge  of 
its  property  in  a  practical  as  well  as  an  execu- 
tive sense.  Under  his  able  direction  the  busi- 
ness, in  the  several  departments  noted,  has 
proved  eminently  successful,  and  from  his  large 
holding  of  stock  in  the  company  Mr.  Mighton 
has  received  returns  which  place  him  among 
the  substantial  capitalists  of  Painesville,  while 
he  is  still  in  a  comparative  sense  a  young  man. 
He  has  large  real  estate  interests,  including 
city  and  village  property,  and  one  investment 
in  this  department  is  represented  in  what  is 
known  as  Mighton's  subdivision  of  Painesville 
— an  eligible  tract  of  four  and  one-half  acres 
which  he  has  platted  into  lots  and  placed  on 
the  market.  This  is  being  developed  into  one 
of  the  attractive  residence  sections  of  the  city. 
As  a  citizen  he  is  liberal,  progressive  and  es- 
sentially public-spirited,  and  he  has  at  all 
times  given  his  aid  and  influence  in  support 
of  measures  and  enterprises  tending  to  ad- 
vance the  material  and  civic  welfare  of  his 
home  city.  Though  never  active  in  the  do- 
main of  practical  politics,  he  is  aligned  as  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America,  and  he  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 
On  the  27th  of  August.  1884.  Mr.  Mighton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  Car- 
ver, daughter  of  L.  D.  Carver,  of  Little  Moun- 
tain. Geauga  county,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren,— Ellis  D.,  Marion  A.,  Elgin  R.,  and 
Austin  R.  Ellis  D.,  the  eldest  son,  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Bliss  Electrical  School,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  in  which  he  was  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1906.  and  he  is  at  present  identified 
with  the  operation  of  the  mill  of  the  Paines- 
ville Milling  Company,  of  which  his  father  is 
president.  The  mill  has  its  own  electric  plant, 
for  lighting  as  well  as  power  purposes,  and 
this  system  was  installed  by  Ellis  Mighton, 
who  is  thoroughlv  reinforced  in  both  the  theo- 


retical and  practical  knowledge  of  his  profes- 
sion. 

Merrill  H.  Blake,  who  has  long  been  an 
active  figure  in  the  varied  progress  of  Portage 
county — who  has  been  an  able  school  teacher, 
merchant  and  agriculturist — is  now  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  old  Swan  farm  in  Franklin 
township,  on  which  he  not  only  conducts  a 
large  dairy  but  raises  the  finest  celery  and 
onions  in  the  county.  While  a  resident  of 
Shalersville  township,  he  was  an  active  Re- 
publican and  served  as  trustee  for  two  terms ; 
but  as  he  has  been  located  in  Franklin  town- 
ship only  since  the  spring  of  1907  his  time 
in  that  section  of  the  county  has  been  fully 
absorbed  in  organizing  and  developing  the 
agricultural  enterprise  which  is  already  such  a 
pronounced  success.  Although  a  newcomer 
into  that  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Blake  is  one 
of  its  natives,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  family 
is  descended  from  pioneers  of  1822. 

Born  in  Mantua  township  July  13,  1859, 
Mr.  Blake  is  a  son  of  Orvil  and  Emily 
(White)  Blake,  respectively  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Avery)  Blake,  and  those  on  the  maternal  side 
Jonas  and  Sarah  (Gregory)  White.  It  is  a 
matter  of  record  that  one  of  the  White  chil- 
dren of  the  "Mayflower"  Pilgrims  was  born 
aboard  that  ship  before  it  reached  Massa- 
chusetts shores.  In  1822  the  maternal  grand- 
parents journeyed  from  their  Massachusetts 
home  by  slow  transit  (ox  team)  and  located 
on  a  farm  in  Mantua  township,  and  the  Blake 
grandparents  arrived  from  Connecticut  the 
same  year,  but  settled  in  Brimfield  township. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  two  families 
were  agriculturists ;  some  of  them  were  edu- 
cators also,  at  different  periods  of  their  lives, 
while  several  have  devoted  themselves  entirely 
to  pedagogy.  In  the  latter  class  is  Dr.  Emer- 
son F.  White,  who  at  one  time  was  president 
of  the  Purdue  University. 

Merrill  H.  lived  on  the  home  farm  in 
Mantua  township  until  1878.  after  which  he 
attended  Purdue  University,  Lafayette,  In- 
diana, for  a  year,  and  also  spent  two  years  at 
Hiram  College  and  a  term  at  Oberlin.  He 
then  taught  school  in  his  home  locality  until 
his  marriage  in  1885.  after  which  he  moved 
to  Shalersville  township,  where  he  continued 
his  educational  work  and  spent  the  seasonable 
months  at  farming.  In  the  fall  of  1S01  he 
associated  himself  with  a  cousin.  C.  C.  White, 
in  the  establishment  of  a  grocery  business  at 
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Mantua,  but  after  conducting  the  enterprise 
for  two  years  his  health  failed  and  he  devoted 
himself  to  farm  work  entirely.  For  this  pur- 
pose he  returned  to  Shalersville  township, 
where  he  remained  from  1893  until  ne  settled 
in  Franklin  township,  in  the  fall  of  1907.  As 
stated,  he  purchased  the  H.  Swan  farm  in  the 
spring  of  1909,  and  this  tract  of  one  hundred 
acres  has  been  skilfully  and  profitably  adapted 
to  dairying  and  truck  farming.  In  both 
specialties  it  "sets  the  pace." 

On  September  1,  1885,  Mr.  Blake  married 
Miss  Jennie  C.  Coit.  a  native  of  Shalersville 
township  and  a  daughter  of  Noble  and  Jane 
(Sterling)  Coit,  both  also  natives  of  that  part 
of  the  county.  His  first  wife  died  January  26, 
1899,  leaving  three  daughters — Grace  and  Net- 
tie, both  at  home,  and  Bell,  residing  at  Ash- 
land. Ohio.  On  January  1.  1901,  Mr.  Blake 
wedded,  as  his  second  wife.  Miss  Susan  M. 
Hinds,  born  at  Kent,  a  daughter  of  Ambrose 
and  Malissa  (Beckwith)  Hinds.  Her  father 
is  a  native  of  Michigan  and  her  mother  of 
Franklin  township.  The  children  of  this 
union  are  Marion,  Helen  and  Frances.  Both 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

E.  W.  Talcott,  proprietor  of  a  well  con- 
ducted and  thoroughly  cultivated  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  five  acres,  which  was  formerly  a 
portion  of  the  old  Stewart  homestead  in  Frank- 
lin township.  Portage  county,  is  himself  the 
son  of  an  old  settler  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  is  a  son  of  Hezekiah  E.  and  Betsie  D. 
(Burdick)  Talcott.  His  father  was  born  at 
Lydon,  Lewis  county,  New  York,  May  9, 
1809,  to  Joel  and  Zilphia  (Kelsey)  Talcott, 
and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Stow  town- 
ship. Summit  county,  where  he  himself  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  August,  1852.  The  ma- 
ternal ancestors  were  Massachusetts  people. 
The  father  of  E.  W.  Talcott  became  a  settler 
of  Stow  township  in  1830,  being  then  a  young 
man.  He  married,  bought  a  farm,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  died  on  the  family  homestead, 
his  decease  occurring  May  29/1882.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows: 
Henry  L.,  who  was  born  October  29,  1834, 
and  died  in  the  fall  of  1008:  Asher,  born  No- 
vember t.  1836,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Ottawa  county,  Kansas;  Charles  G.,  born  Oc- 
tober 31,  1838,  who  lives  at  Akron.  Ohio; 
Myra  V..  who  was  born  December  3,  1840, 
and  is  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Peck,  of  Stow  town- 
ship ;  Zilphia  A.,  bom  November  15,  1842, 
widow  of  Orissa  Moore,  who  is  also  a  resident 
of  Summit  county;  Lorenzo  A.,  born  February 


16,  1844,  who  resides  at  San  Jose,  California; 
Ellen  J.,  born  August  27,  1847,  who  married 
Dascom  Barnard,  of  Stow  township ;  Emma 
E.,  born  October  n,  1848,  and  the  wife  of 
Martin  Holdredge,  of  Ravenna,  Ohio ;  E.  W., 
of  this  sketch  ;  Electa  M.,  born  July  18,  1856, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Wright,  a  Cali- 
fornia mining  engineer. 

Mr.  Talcott  obtained  his  education  in  the 
common  and  high  schools  of  Kent,  and  resided 
on  the  home  farm  until  a  year  after  his  mar- 
riage in  1 88 1.  He  then  located  at  Ravenna, 
where  he  conducted  a  photograph  gallery  for 
seventeen  years,  and  with  the  proceeds  of  its 
sale  purchased  the  portion  of  the  Stewart 
place  which  is  now  his  homestead.  Since  that 
time  he  has  devoted  himself  to  general  farm- 
ing. He  is  also  an  active  fraternalist,  belong- 
ing to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  F.  O. 
W.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  June  r,  1881,  Mr.  Talcott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Alary  E.  Stewart,  a  native 
of  Franklin  township,  born  November  17, 
1860,  to  Thomas  C.  and  Adeline  (Hart)  Stew- 
art. Her  father  was  born  in  Shalersville  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1826,  and  her  mother  at  Brandon,  Vermont, 
September  27,  1834.  Mrs.  Talcott's  grand- 
father, Jonathan  Stewart,  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  his  wife  (nee  Betsie  Clements) 
was  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 
Both  Grandfather  Stewart  and  Homer  Hart, 
the  maternal  grandfather,  were  very  early  set- 
tlers of  Shalersville  and  Aurora  townships,  the 
Hart  ancestry  of  an  earlier  day  having  been 
established  in  Vermont.  In  later  years  the 
Harts  fixed  their  homestead  in  Franklin  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Talcott's  father  died  July  28,  1898, 
and  her  mother  March  7,  1904,  parents  of  the 
following:  William  A.,  born  September  3, 
1855.  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma;  Adeline,  born  August  19,  1857, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Case,  of  Jef- 
ferson, Ohio ;  Homer,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 14.  [858,  and  lives  at  Ferry,  Oklahoma; 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Talcott;  Clara,  born  March  28, 
1863,  and  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Yeend.  of  Ra- 
venna, at  the  time  of  her  death.  March  11, 
1902;  and  Julia,  born  January  19,  1805.  who 
became  Mrs.  William  Getz,  of  Kent.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Talcott's  daughter,  Mable,  was  born 
February  24.  1882.  and  on  July  26,  1905,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Dr.  Leslie  A.  Wolf,  who  is 
identified  with  the  private  hospital  of  Dr. 
W.  W.  White,  at  Ravenna.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wolf  have  one  child,  Greta  Louisa,  born  May 
30,  1908. 
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Robert  L.  Brewster.— One  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  honored  citizens  of  Mad- 
ison township,  Lake  county,  is  Robert  L. 
Brewster,  who  resides  in  the  old  homestead  in 
which  he  was  born  and  is  the  owner  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  fine  landed  estate  which  was  se- 
cured by  his  paternal  grandfather  in  the  early 
pioneer  epoch  of  the  history  of  Lake  county. 
The  family  has  been  one  of  prominence  and 
influence  in  this  section  of  the  fine  old  West- 
ern Reserve,  and  the  name  has  ever  stood 
exponent  of  the  most  sterling  attributes  of 
character  and  of  definite  usefulness  in  connec- 
tion with  the  productive  activities  of  life. 

Jasper  Brewster,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  was  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington, Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Theodosia  Lyman.  There  also  all  of  their  chil- 
dren were  born  prior  to  the  immigration  of 
the  family  to  the  wilds  of  northern  Ohio.  The 
genealogy  in  the  agnatic  line  is  traced  back  to 
Elder  Brewster,  who  was  one  of  the  Pilgrims 
who  came  to  the  Massachusetts  colony  on  the 
first  voyage  of  the  historic  old  "Mayflower," 
and  records  extant  indicate  in  authentic  way 
the  direct  line  of  descent  to  the  Brewsters  of 
Lake  county,  Ohio.  Jasper  Brewster  and  his 
family  left  the  old  home  in  Washington,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  year  1817,  and  started  on 
the  long  and  weary  journey  to  Ohio.  The 
trip  was  made  with  wagons  and  ox  teams,  and 
one  horse  also  was  brought  to  the  new  home. 
The  trip  consumed  six  weeks  and  was  made 
in  the  winter.  In  effecting  the  crossing  of 
the  Windsor  river  extra  teams  were  secured, 
and  the  family,  including  the  father  and  mother 
and  their  five  children,  finally  arrived  at  their 
destination  in  Lake  county.  Jasper  Brewster 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  heavily  timbered 
land  in  Madison  township,  Lake  county,  and 
bought  first  in  Tallmage  township,  Geauga 
county,  the  land  being  all  in  one  body.  On 
his  land  he  made  a  clearing  and  erected  a  log 
house  of  the  type  common  to  the  pioneer  epoch. 
Here  the  family  home  was  established  and 
here  maintained  until  about  ten  years  later, 
when  a  brick  house  was  built  on  the  farm. 
This  was  one  of  the  first  brick  dwellings 
erected  in  this  part  of  Lake  county,  and  the 
brick  utilized  were  manufactured  on  the  farm. 
Jasper  Brewster  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
reclamation  of  his  land,  but  was  not  permitted 
to  see  the  fruition  of  his  earnest  labors,  as  he 
died  about  five  years  after  coming  to  Ohio, 
being  fifty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 


demise.  His  wife  survived  him  by  many  years 
and  was  seventy-five  years  old  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the 
Congregational  church.  Their  five  children 
were  Jasper,  Sidney,  Marshall,  Wadsworth, 
and  Amanda. 

Jasper  Brewster,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son,  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  in  Madi- 
son township  until  his  death.  He  became  the 
head  of  the  family  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  carefully  provided  for  his  widowed  mother 
and  the  other  children.  He  married  Miss  Lu- 
cetta  Freeman,  of  Strongville,  Ohio.  She  died 
about  1 861,.  and  he  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Reeves  Safford,  of  Madison.  He  died 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  his  towit- 
ship,  where  he  wielded  np  little  influence  in 
public  affairs,  and  he  continued  in  the  owner- 
ship of  a  portion  of  the  old  home  farm  until 
he  was  summoned  from  the  scene  of  life's 
mortal  endeavors.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
lifelong-  and  zealous  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church.  Of  their  children  only  one, 
Mary,  attained  to  years  of  maturity.  Mary 
Brewster,  who  inherited  the  old  homestead,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Philo  Safford,  and  they  now 
reside  in  Lorain,  Ohio,  whither  they  removed 
from  the  farm  about  twenty  years  ago.  Of 
their  children  the  following  brief  data  are 
given:  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Harry  D.  Sheldon, 
of  Lorain,  Ohio ;  Kate  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  T. 
Church,  of  Salem,  this  state;  Miss  Bertha  is 
matron  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Association 
building  in  the  city  of  Cleveland ;  Mary  Daisy 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  Campbell,  of  Hopedale, 
Massachusetts ;  Brewster  died,  a  bachelor,  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years ;  and  John  is  a  resident 
of  New  York  City. 

Sidney,  the  second  son,  removed  to  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  and  he  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead, while  making  a  visit  to  the  same,  in  1864. 
Marshall  Brewster  was  graduated  in  Yale  Uni- 
versity and  was  ordained  a  clergyman  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  did  not  long  con- 
tinue in  the  active  work  of  the  ministry  as  a 
vocation,  but  took  up  his  residence  in  Indiana, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
account  of  his  health.  Later  he  removed  to 
the  state  of  Kansas,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death  at  a  venerable  age.  His  two  sons, 
Jasper  and  Samuel,  are  now  representative 
citizens  of  Kansas.  Wadsworth  Brewster,  the 
father  of  Robert  L.  Brewster,  is  more  spe- 
cifically mentioned  in  the  following  paragraphs. 
Amanda,  the  only  daughter,  married  Philander 
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Raymond,  and  they  were  for  some  years  resi- 
dents of  Brady's  Bend,  Pennsylvania,  where 
Mr.  Raymond  operated  an  iron  furnace.  Later 
they  returned  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Wood 
county,  where  she  died  in  1880,  when  about 
sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Wadsworth  Brewster  was  born  at  Washing- 
tun.  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
2d  of  April,  1804,  and  there  received  his  rudi- 
mentary education.  He  was  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to 
Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  Madison  township.  Lake 
county,  and  he  was  associated  in  the  work  and 
management  of  the  same  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  when  the  property  was  divided  and 
he  received  100  acres  of  the  same  as  his  share. 
On  the  31st  of  January,  1838,  when  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Harriet  Keep,  who  was  born  in 
Munson,  Massachusetts,  on  the  21st  of  June, 
18 13.  She  received  fine  scholastic  training  and 
had  come  to  Ohio  with  her  sister,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  C.  Blodgett,  her  intention  having  been  to 
devote  her  life  to  pedagogic  work.  She  was 
a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  Mentor  and  Painesville,  and  while  boarding 
in  the  home  of  Silas  Ladd,  a  relative  of  the 
Brewster  family,  she  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  Wadsworth  Brewster,  who  finally  persuaded 
her  to  abandon  her  profession  and  become  his 
wife.  She  ever  retained  a  deep  interest  in  lit- 
erature and  educational  matters,  and  was  a 
woman  of  fine  attainments  and  most  gracious 
personality.  Wadsworth  Brewster  made  his 
farm  one  of  the  model  places  of  Madison  town- 
ship, and  the  present  substantial  house  on  the 
place  was  erected  by  him  in  1840.  He.  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  this  homestead  until  his 
death,  and  no  man  in  the  county  had  a  more 
secure  hold  upon  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem. He  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  as  such  rendered  faith- 
ful service  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise.  His 
faith  was  one  of  earnest  devotion  and  good 
works,  and  in  his  devotion  his  church  was  sec- 
ond only  to  his  family.  He  and  his  wife  were 
numbered  among  the  original  members  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  North  Madison  and 
he  assisted  liberally  in  the  erection  of  the 
church  building,  as  did  he  later  in  the  building 
of  the  first  edifice  of  his  church  in  the  village 
of  Madison,  to  which  latter  he  and  his  family 
transferred  their  membership.  In  politics  he 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  and 
policies  of  the  Republican  party,  and  while  he 


was  essentially  loyal  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen,  he  never  sought  or  desired  the  emolu- 
ments or  honors  of  public  office.  He  died  on 
the  22d  of  March,  1876,  and  his  cherished  and 
devoted  wife  survived  him  by  nearly  a  score 
of  years,  as  her  death  occurred  December  15, 
1894.  Concerning  their  children  the  follow- 
ing brief  data  are  consistently  entered :  Julia 
Keep  Brewster,  the  widow  of  R.  S.  Wilcox, 
still  resides  on  a  portion  of  her  grandfather's 
old  homestead,  and  she  has  no  children  ;  Oliver 
Raymond  sacrificed  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his 
country,  having  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  having  died  on  October  18. 
1862,  as  the  result  of  a  wound  received  Octo- 
ber 8,  in  the  battle  of  Perryville.  Kentucky  ;  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death ;  Robert  Ladd,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  article,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Joseph  Wadsworth  died  in  1850,  at  the 
age  of  three  years ;  Mary  Jeanette  is  the  wife 
of  E.  C.  Silsby  and  they  now  reside  in  Talla- 
dega, Alabama. 

Robert  Ladd  Brewster  was  born  in  the  house 
which  he  now  occupies,  on  the  old  Brewster 
homestead  farm,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity 
was  October  4,  1843.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood under  the  sturdy  and  invigorating  disci- 
pline of  the  farm  and  is  indebted  to  the  com- 
mon schools  for  his  early  educational  train- 
ing, besides  which  he  had  the  generous  ad- 
vantages of  a  home  of  distinctive  culture  and 
refinement.  He  was  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  work  and  management  of  the  farm  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  here  continued  to  devote  his  attention  to 
diversified  agriculture  and  stock-growing,  in 
which  he  has  been  duly  successful.  His  farm 
now  comprises  100  acres  of  most  productive 
land,  and  the  permanent  improvements  are  all 
of  the  best  order.  As  a  citizen  he  has  ably 
upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honored  name  which 
he  bears,  and  he  enjoys  unqualified  popularity 
in  his  native  county.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  valued  and  zealous  members  of 
the  Congregational  church  in  the  village  of 
Madison,  of  which  he  is  a  deacon. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  1881,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Robert  L.  Brewster  to  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  York 
township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  28th 
of  September,  1848,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Branch)  Williams,  who 
passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Ober- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1029 


lin,  Ohio.  Her  father  had  previously  been 
one  of  the  representative  fanners  of  Medina 
county.  Mrs.  Brewster  was  graduated  in  Ober- 
lin  College  as  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1873, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  literary  course. 
She  had  been  a  successful  and  popular  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Medina  county  for  a 
period  of  eight  years,  and  after  her  graduation 
in  Oberlin  she  passed  eight  years  in  American 
Missionary  Association  work  at  Selma,  Ala- 
bama, where  she  taught  in  the  school  of  which 
Professor  E.  C.  Silsby,  husband  of  Mr.  Brew- 
ster's younger  sister,  was  then  principal.  She 
continued  in  active  work  as  a  teacher  until  her 
marriage,  which  was  celebrated  at  the  home 
of  her  parents  in  Oberlin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brew- 
ster have  two  children :  John  Wadsworth,  who 
was  born  October  14,'  1882,  now  has  the  prac- 
tical management  of  the  home  farm  ;  and  Ethel 
May,  who  was  born  November  28,  1883-,  was 
graduated  in  the  Madison  high  school,  in 
which  she  also  completed  a  post-graduate 
course ;  she  remains  at  the  parental  home  and 
is  rendering  efficient  service  as  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  her  native  county. 

William  L.  Holden. — Few  residents  of 
Monroe  township  are  more  highly  honored  for 
what  they  have  done  and  what  they  are,  than 
William  Holden,  a  substantial  agriculturist  of 
Monroe  township.  Ashtabula  county,  who  has 
rendered  his  country  valiant  service  in  the  Civil 
war,  as  well  as  given  such  a  creditable  account 
of  himself  in  the  peaceful  fields  of  industry. 
Mr.  Holden  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Lucretia 
(Rockwell)  Holden,  and  was  born  in  Erie 
county.  New  York,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1842.  His  father,  who  was  born  April  21, 
1808,  died  June  4,  1871,  while  his  good  mother, 
born  December  1,  1820,  is  still  living,  with  her 
son  William  (December,  1909),  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  more  than  ninety  years. 

Aroused  to  a  high  pitch  of  patriotism  by 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1861, 
although  not  then  of  age,  William  L.  Holden 
enlisted  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  at  the  front  in  many  notable 
engagements.  By  re-enlistment,  when  his  orig- 
inal term  expired,  he  served  as  a  veteran  until 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  July  20, 
1865.  Returning  to  Ashtabula  county,  he  has 
since  successfully  devoted  his  energies  and 
abilities  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  being  a 
general  farmer  of  independent  income  and  a 
citizen  of  the  highest  standing. 
,  On  the  1st  of  January,   1866,  less  than  six 


months  after  his  return  from  the  front,  Mr. 
Holden  married  Miss  Lucy  Sweet,  who  was 
born  July  11,  1850,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Gil- 
bert Sweet  and  his  wife  (nee  Harriet  Shaw). 
Her  father  was  born  in  Hanover,  Dutchess 
county.  New  York,  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1823,  and  died  in  Monroe  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  June  17,  1898.  He  came  to  the  county 
in  1834,  and  married  Miss  Shaw,  January  19. 
1848.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  born 
December  7,  1827,  is  living,  with  her  daughter 
in  Conneaut,  Ashtabula  county,  her  offspring 
being  as  follows :  Lucy,  Mrs.  William  L.  Hol- 
den;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  July  15,  1852, 
and  resides  in  Conneaut  township ;  Loretta, 
born  July  9,  1854,  and  a  resident  of  Ashta- 
bula ;  and  Bert,  who  was  born  February  4. 
1856,  and  lives  in  Monroe  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holden  have  one  child,  Frank  E.,  who 
was  born  July  28,  1868  ;  on  December  24,  1900, 
he  married  Miss  Millie  Petsehka,  and  resides 
in  Monroe  township.  The  parents  are  active 
and  influential  members  of  the  Christian 
church  and  are  also  identified  with  the  local 
Grange.  Mr.  Holden's  stirring  experiences  of 
the  Civil  war  are  kept  ever  green  through  his 
comradeship  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, his  wife  being  a  loyal  member  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps. 


Rollin  E.  Wiswell. — Edward  Wiswell, 
father  of  Rollin  E.  Wiswell,  was  born  in  1813 
in  Essex  county.  New  York,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1898.  He  came  to  Ohio  by  way  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  spent  one  year  in  Portage 
county,  after  which  he  removed  to  Windsor 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  by  trade  and 
came  to  Ohio  on  account  of  being  able  to  pro- 
cure fresh  hemlock  bark  for  use  in  his  busi- 
ness. He  set  up  a  shop  on  his  own  account, 
which  he  carried  on  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Wiswell  became  a  prominent  citizen  and 
served  several  years  as  trustee  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  three  times  married,  first  to 
Hilpa  Cook,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Marian,  born  September  12,  1846,  married  I. 
C.  Humphrey  and  lives  in  Windsor,  and  Or- 
resta,  born  May  25,  1848,  married  O.  S.  Kin- 
ney, and  also  lives  in  Windsor.  Mr.  Wiswell 
married  (second)  Yerann  Nye.  born  in  1826. 
died  June  12,  1856,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Lilian,  born  1852,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  and  Rollin  E.,  born  May  27,.  1854.  Ed- 
ward Wiswell  married  (third)  Emily  Hale, 
born  March  15,  1833,  who  now  lives  with  her 
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son  Bert.  By  his  third  wife  Mr.  Wiswell  had 
three  children,  namely;  Bert,  horn  April  16. 
1858;  Laura  A.,  born  November  27,  i860, 
lives  in  Chardon,  married  twice,  (first)  Luther 
Preston,  deceased,  and  (second)  Oscar  Pit- 
kin, deceased;  and  Anna,  born  January  21, 
1867,  married  John  Gooding,  November  10, 
1887,  and  died  June  2,  1889. 

Rollin  E.  Wiswell  attended  the  Normal  at 
Orwell,  Ohio,  and  taught  school  one  term..  He 
is  an  intelligent  farmer,  and  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land.  His  flock  of 
sheep  numbers  some  one  hundred,  and  he  also 
raises  Percheron  horses.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  a  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Wiswell  married  Jessie  Warner,  born 
March  31,  1861,  and  they  have  three  children, 
namely:  Roy  A.,  born  October  10,  1880,  mar- 
ried, September  23,  1907,  Winnie  Hollis,  of 
Orwell,  Ohio,  is  a  brakeman  on  the  Lake 
Shore  railroad  and  lives  in  Cleveland ;  Vergne 
E.,  born  July  16,  1882,  is  unmarried  and  lives 
in  Windsor,  where  he  runs  a  grist  mill  and  is 
a  bridge  contractor;  and  Glen  W.,  born  De- 
cember 1,  1886,  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
navy,  was  on  board  the  battleship  "Maine," 
went  around  the  world  with  the  Evans  fleet, 
and  re-enlisted  in  September,  1909.  They  also 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Lorena,  born  June 
8,  1895,  living  at  home ;  her  twin,  Lorhea,  was 
adopted  by  Mr.  Wiswell's  brother  Bert. 

Bert  Wiswell  was  born  April  16,  1858,  in 
Windsor  township,  Ashtabula  county,  and  is 
a  son  of  Edward  and  Emily  (Hale)  Wiswell, 
mentioned  at  length  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  Rollin  E.  Wiswell,  to  be  found  else- 
where in  this  work. 

Bert  Wiswell  attended  school  at  Orwell  and 
Austinburg,  and  taught  school  one  term.  He 
is  now  a  farmer,  and  owns  250  acres  of  choice 
land.  He  raises  Percheron  horses  and  keeps 
a  good  flock  of  sheep.  Besides  carrying  on 
general  farming,  he  also  has  a  good  dairy.  He 
is  an  industrious,  up-to-date  farmer,  and  car- 
ries on  his  farm  in  a  business-like  manner, 
which  assures  success.  He  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  local  affairs,  and  is  an  enterprising, 
highly-respected  citizen. 

Mr.  Wiswell  married,  in  1882,  Nettie  Hos- 
kin,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Emeline  Hoskin. 
Mrs.  Wiswell  was  born  November  18,  1862, 
died  January  7,  1907.  They  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  adopted  one  child,  Lorhea, 
born  June  8,  1895,  twin  sister  of  Lorena,  who 
was  adopted  by  his  brother,  Rollin  E.  Wiswell. 


Lorhea  was  adopted  February  7,  1897,  and 
lives  at  home. 

In  political  views  Mr.  Wiswell  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  always  supports 
the  best  men  for  any  office,  regardless  of  their 
party  affiliations. 

Wilson  Peck  was  born  at  New  Lyme, 
(  >hio.  March  10,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Hiram 
and  Harriet  (Simmons)  Peck.  His  grand- 
father, Edward  C.  Peck,  was  born  October 
20,  1790,  in  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut,  and  died 
December  20,  1866,  at  New  Lyme,  Ohio.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  New  Lyme,  in  181 1, 
in  a  colony  from  Connecticut,  with  horses  and 
wagons.     His  father,  Daniel  Peck,  born  April 

17.  1762,  died  January  16,  1839.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  April  19,  1786, 
married  Lovina  Huntly.  Edward  C.  Peck 
married  Lovisa  Chapin,  January  11,  1818.  and 
their  children,  all  born  at  New  Lyme,  Ohio, 
were:  Sally,  born  November  5,  1819,  died 
in  April,  1909;  Hiram,  born  March  11,  1821 ; 
Edward  C,  born  October  18,  1823,  died  April 

18,  1870;  Matthew,  born  May  30,  1826,  died 
when  about  eight  years  old  ;  Ansel,  born  March 
26,  1828,  died  December  29,  1846;  Marriette, 
born  March  30,  1834.  died  May  3,  1866;  and 
Louisa,  born  February  21.  1836,  widow  of 
Mr.  Woodruff,  living  at  New  Lyme. 

Hiram  Peck  was  born  March  11,  1821,  and 
died  November  18,  1882.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  active  in  church  work  and  for  many 
years  an  elder.  He  was  respected  and  popular 
throughout  the  region.  He  married  Harriet 
Simmons,  May  20,  185 1,  and  their  children 
were  :  Wilson  ;  Florence,  born  November  7, 
1853,  married  Clinton  Sperry,  and  lives  in  New 
Lyme ;  Lois,  born  October  14,  1864,  in  Rome 
township,  at  present  a  resident  of  Cleveland, 
has  been  one  of  the  matrons  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege; and  Hiram  L.,  born  March  14,  1869, 
married  Leighla  Rose,  of  New  Lyme,  and 
lives  at  Oberlin. 

Wilson  Peck  attended  school  in  Rome  town- 
ship, and  later  entered  Grand  River  Institute 
at  Austinburg.  After  leaving  school  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  has  im- 
proved. He  moved  the  barns  and  put  them 
on  a  good  foundation,  remodeling  them.  He 
keeps  sheep  and  runs  a  fine  dairy.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Grange.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  respected  member  of  the  com- 
munity, and  actively  interested  in  public  af- 
fairs.    In  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat. 
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November  12,  1890,  Mr.  Peck  married  May 
H.  Cook,  born  January  7,  1867,  daughter  of 
Amherst  and  Helen  (O'Connor)  Cook,  the  lat- 
ter deceased.  Her  father  still  resides  in  Wind- 
sor township.  Mr.  Peck  and  his  wife  have  no 
children. 

Elmer  Cook  Livingston  is  one  of  the  well 
known  residents  of  Trumbull  township,  Ash- 
tabula county,  his  farm  and  homestead  being 
near  Rock  Creek.  He  was  born  in  Trumbull 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  August  15,  1840. 
His  people  on  his  father's  side  were  English 
and  his  mother's  came  from  Germany.  The 
father,  Philetus  Swift  Livingston,  was  born  in 
Steuben  county,  New  York,  in  1812,  and  after 
a  common-school  education  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, which  was  his  regular  occupation  through 
his  career.  He  came  to  Ashtabula  county  in 
1836  and  bought  seventy-five  acres  from  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company.  His  wife,  Susan 
Baker,  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  in  1816, 
and  died  in  1889.  Philetus  Livingston  died 
in  April,  1901.  He  was  not  connected  with 
any  church  organization,  and  in  politics  was  a 
Republican. 

Mr.  Livingston,  like  his  father,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  is  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Trumbull  township,  owning  a 
dairy  farm  of  120  acres.  He  is  an  active  Re- 
publican, whose  career  shows  a  large  amount 
of  public  service  in  his  communty.  He  served 
as  township  clerk  three  years,  and  township 
trustee  for  twelve  years.  For  seven  years  he 
was  assessor  of  personal  property  in  this  town- 
ship, and  assessor  of  real  estate  one  year.  He 
has  always  retained  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  the  many  years  of 
his  residence  have  continually  increased  his 
value  as  a  citizen.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church  society. 

Mr.  Livingston  married,  in  Trumbull  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  on  September  10,  1862, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Adell  Clark,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1844.  Her  parents  were  John  and 
Emily  (Johnson)  Clark,  who  were  once  active 
members  of  this  agricultural  community,  the 
father  dying  in  1889  and  the  mother  in  1902. 
The  four  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Livingston 
were  born  as  follows :  Byron  Eugene,  in  Trum- 
bull township,  April  22,  1864;  Frances  Joseph- 
ine, December  28,  1865  ;  Jennie  Delphene,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1868;  and  Susie  Emily,  April  9,  1878, 
all  being  born  in  Trumbull  township.  Byron 
is  a  farmer  and  the  husband  of  Amelia  Parker ; 
Frances  married  Charles  Hollenbeck  and  lives 


at  home,   and  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Eugene 
Horton,  a  farmer  of  Trumbull  township. 

Nathan  T.  Breed,  a  leading  hardware 
merchant  of  Lake  county  and  the  Western 
Reserve,  a  business  man  of  Painesville  of 
broad  experience  and  marked  successes,  and  a 
citizen  of  strong  and  elevated  public  influ- 
ence, is  of  a  family  which  accjuired  prominence 
in  the  business  and  industrial  development  of 
Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  early 
portion  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  at  an 
earlier  date  was  identified  with  the  material 
and  patriotic  history  of  Connecticut.  The 
original  American  ancestor  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1630,  and  Joseph  Breed,  great-grand- 
father of  Nathan  T.,  was  a  native  of  that  col- 
ony and  a  skilful  ship  carpenter.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  was  an  ardent  patriot 
and  an  active  soldier,  migrating  to  Venango 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1818,  where  he  culti- 
vated a  farm  and  developed  a  homestead  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  death  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  His  son,  also  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  married  Miss  Fanny  Hancox, 
of  that  state,  and  when  a  young  man  located 
in  Venango  county  with  his  wife  and  child. 
He  commenced  life  in  this  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  working  for  five  years  at  the  rate  of 
ten  dollars  per  month.  He  was  then  drafted 
for  the  war  of  1812,  but  his  employer  thought 
so  well  of  him  that  he  hired  a  substitute.  Not 
long  afterward  he  bought  a  farm  of  his  own 
and  continued  agricultural  pursuits  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  his  death  finding  him  in 
comfortable  circumstances  and  in  honorable 
standing  as  a  citizen.  The  deceased  was  a 
man  of  vigorous  constitution,  and  spent  the 
first  five  years  of  his  residence  in  Venango 
county  as  a  hard-working  farm  hand  on  ten 
dollars  a  month.  He  was  drafted  for  the  war 
of  1812,  but  his  employer  thought  too  well  of 
him  to  let  him  go  to  the  front  and  so  hired  a 
substitute  for  him.  Nathan  Breed,  Sr.,  be- 
came the  father  of  eight  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  Nathan,  Jr.,  Eliza,  Reuben,  Frank- 
lin, William  F.,  Nathan  II  and  Amos.  The 
mother  died  in  1836  and  the  father  married 
as  his  second  wife  Ruth  Gleason,  who  bore  him 
three  children — Gleason,  Lucy  and  Sallie  A. 

Franklin  Breed,  the  father  of  Nathan  T., 
was  reared  on  the  old  farm  in  Venango  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  which  he  had  been  born  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1822.  When  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age  his  father  died,  and  as  a  clerk  in  a 
general  store  he  commenced  to  not  only  sup- 
port himself  but  to  assist  in  the  maintenance 
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of  his  mother  and  her  household,  and  in  the 
education  of  his  sisters  and  younger  brother. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  married  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Titusville,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  1852.  In 
that  year  he  established  a  general  store  in  that 
city,  being  thus  engaged  for  twelve  years. 
when  he  sold  his  business  and  operated  a  grist 
mill  for  another  dozen  years.  In  1870  Frank- 
lin Breed  withdrew  from  the  mercantile  field 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  near  Painesville,  subsequently  becoming 
one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  Lake  county.  In  1845  ^r- 
Breed  was  first  married  to  Miss  Angelet  Dag- 
gett, a  native  of  New  York  state,  and  their 
daughter,  Frances,  who  died  in  1868,  married 
a  Air.  Taber.  His  second  marriage,  in  1869, 
was  to  Miss  H.  Pamelia  Tracy,  who  was  born 
in  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and  bore 
him  three  children — Nathan  T.,  Vernie  (de- 
ceased) and  Flora  E. 

Nathan  T.  Breed  was  born  at  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  July  27,  1861,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Painesville 
and  at  the  Western  Reserve  College.  After 
completing  his  education  he  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business  at  Painesville,  and  conducted  it 
on  an  extensive  scale  for  fourteen  years.  He 
then  sold  his  establishment  and  entered  the 
field  of  general  fire  insurance,  from  which  he 
withdrew  to  become  a  partner  in  The  Doolittle 
Bros.  Company,  of  Painesville.  The  large 
business  represented  by  that  concern  was  in- 
corporated- in  1904,  the  present  officers  being 
as  follows :  C.  E.  Doolittle,  president ;  R.  E. 
Doolittle,  vice-president;  Nathan  T.  Breed, 
secretary,  and  H.  M.  Doolittle,  treasurer.  The 
business  of  the  company  is  in  the  general 
hardware  line  and  its  store  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  most  completely  stocked  in  Lake 
county. 

Personally,  Mr.  Breed  has  a  most  substan- 
tial standing  both  in  business  and  civic  af- 
fairs. He  has  served  as  township  trustee  for 
about  twelve  years ;  was  a  member  of  the 
Painesville  city  council  for  one  term  of  two 
years,  and  is  now  on  the  Painesville  Township 
Park  Commission.  In  national,  as  well  as  in 
local  matters,  he  freely  exercises  his  individual 
judgment,  and  is  a  Liberal  or  Independent  al- 
ways. His  high  standing  as  a  Mason  is  indi- 
cated by  his  membership  in  the  Blue  Lodge. 
Chapter  and  Eagle  Commandery  of  Paines- 
ville; Lake  Erie  Consistory  of  Cleveland,  and 
the  Al  Koran  Temple  of  the  same  city.  On 
October   31,    1900,   Mr.    Breed   married   Miss 


Henrietta  M.  Hine,  daughter  of  H.  H.  Hine, 
of  Painesville.  Flora  E.  Breed,  the  last  sur- 
viving sister,  died  June  2,  1904,  so  that  Mr. 
Breed  is  now  the  only  living  member  of  the 
paternal  household. 

Abraham  Skinner. — One  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  settlers  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Fairport  Harbor  was  Abraham  Skinner,  who 
was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  October 
18,  1755,  and  died  January  14,  1826.  He  was 
the  foremost  citizen  of  the  neighborhood  for 
years,  and  his  influence  was  widely  felt,  as  his 
home  and  purse  were  always  at  the  service  of 
any  movement  for  progress  or  improvement. 

In  1795  Mr.  Skinner  went  to  England,  and 
when  he  returned  he  imported  four  thorough- 
bred horses,  from  which  have  descended  some 
of  the  most  noted  horses  in  the  United  States. 
In  1800  he  first  visited  Ohio,  then  a  wilder- 
ness, and  in  1803  he  settled  there  for  life,  pur- 
chasing land  in  Painesville  township,  also  in 
Springfield  and  Twinsburg,  Summit  county, 
and  Brecksville,  Cuyahoga  county.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  Mr.  Skinner  brought  his  family 
west,  in  three  two-horse  sleighs,  and  from 
Buffalo  they  traveled  over  the  ice  on  Lake 
Erie.  In  this  year  he  erected  his  house,  which 
he  lived  in  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  this 
house  is  still  in  use,  having  been  embodied  in 
the  present  residence  of  his  great-granddaugh- 
ter and  her  husband,  N.  T.  Breed. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  Fairport,  and  also  of  Newmarket, 
three  miles  up  the  river  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation. He  owned  three  warehouses,  stores, 
taverns,  a  distillery  and  many  other  buildings. 
His  house  was  the  headquarters  for  gatherings 
of  a  public  nature,  in  any  good  cause,  and  the 
first  jail  in  the  county  stood  in  his  yard ;  the 
first  court  in  the  county  was  held  in  his  frame 
barn,  and  he  put  forth  every  effort  to  increase 
immigration.  He  built  a  court  house  at  New 
Market  of  hewed  walnut  logs.  He  was  uni- 
versally respected  and  admired  by  his  friends 
and  neighbors,  and  was  helpful  to  all.  He 
helped  many  of  the  early  settlers  in  a  financial 
way.  and  notes  of  his  neighbors  to  the  amount 
of  many  thousands  of  dollars  are  still  in  exist- 
ence. 

Abraham  Skinner  married,  in  1788,  Mary 
Avers,  who  died  in  1812,  and  their  children 
were  :  Mary,  married  Homer  Hine,  an  attorney 
of  Youngstown,  Ohio ;  Abram  Avers,  died  in 
1831  ;  Paulina,  married  Nathan  Perry,  of 
Cleveland :  Roderick  Washington,  died  in 
1 87 1  :  and  Augustus,  died  February  25.  1880. 
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Charles  Mertz. — In  the  enlisting  of  men 
of  notable  enterprisl,  ability  and  integrity  in 
the  furtherance  of  her  commercial,  financial 
and  industrial  prestige,  the  city  of  Ravenna  has 
gained  its  solidity,  its  substantial  growth  in 
population  and  material  wealth,  and  its  prestige 
as  one  of  the  thriving,  and  beautiful  munici- 
palities of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 
America  has  ever  paid  honor  to  the  man  who 
has  achieved  a  worthy  success  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  such  accomplishment  has  been  sig- 
nificantly marked  in  the  career  of  Charles 
Mertz,  who  started  out  in  life  as  an  orphan 
boy,  with  no  influential  friends  or  financial  re- 
sources, and  who  is  now  president  of  the  Ra- 
venna National  Bank  and  a  representative 
financier  and  business  man  of  Portage  county, 
where  he  has  maintained  his  home  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  where  his  course  has 
been  such  as  to  gain  and  retain  to  him  the  con- 
fidence and  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 
It  has  become  trite  in  later  years  to  speak  of 
the  young  man  as  the  dominating  force  in 
business,  but  in  the  light  of  sober  investigation 
it  will  be  found  that  the  substantial  business 
interests  of  the  country  have  been  conserved 
and  broadened  under  the  control  of  men  of 
ample  experience  and  past  the  stage  of  com- 
parative youth.  Thus  Mr.  Mertz,  still  in  the 
harness,  has  attained  to  more  than  the  psalm- 
ist's span  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  but  none 
can  doubt  that  his  powers  to-day  show  no  dimi- 
nution, but  rather  have  been  strengthened  and 
matured  by  his  long  years  of  able  and  faithful 
service  in  the  field  of  business  activity.  He 
has  never  been  inferior  to  any  emergency  con- 
fronting him,  is  positive  in  his  individuality, 
and  has  clearly  shown  the  qualities  which  make 
for  successful  leadership.  In  his  youth  he  felt 
the  lash  of  necessity,  and  the  stern  schooling  of 
earlier  days  has  made  him  appreciative  of  the 
true  values  in  the  scheme  of  human  existence, 
so  that  he  has  a  due  sense  of  his  stewardship 
and  a  tolerance  for  failings  and  mistakes  of 
others.  As  a  man  who  has  achieved  much  and 
won  success  through  worthy  means,  he  is  well 
entitled  to  consideration  in  this  work. 

Charles  Mertz  was  born  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1833,  anf'  was  nut  three  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  his  parents. 

The  father,  Carlos  Mertz,  was  a  professor  of 
ability,  who  was  born  in  Frank fort-on-the- 
Main,  coming  from  a  family  of  culture  and  re- 
finement. He  had  one  brother  who  was  one  of 
Germany's  most  noted  surgeons.    Carlos  Mertz 


was  the  only  member  of  his  family  that  ever 
came  to  America.  He  came  here  in  1830,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  in  search  of  health  and 
bought  an  estate  on  the  outskirts  of  Pittsburg, 
where  his  son  Charles  was  born.  The  father 
and  mother  died  within  six  months  of  each 
other,  leaving  five  children  alone  in  a  strange 
country,  among  a  strange  people,  with  neither 
kin  nor  friends.  After  the  parents'  death  neigh- 
boring farmers  offered  homes  to  the  children, 
and  thus  it  was  that  Charles  Mertz  passed  his 
boyhood  days  on  a  farm,  assisting  with  the 
work  during' the  summer  and  being  permitted 
to  attend  the  district  school  during,  the  short 
winter  terms.  His  courage  and  ambition  were 
not  to  be  held  long  in  abeyance  after  he  became 
cognizant  of  the  possibilities  for  personal  ac- 
complishment, and  when  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  returned  to  Pittsburg,  the  city  in 
which  he  had  been  born,  and  there  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  car- 
riage-making. He  .was  thus  engaged  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  within  which  he  became 
a  skilled  workman,  and  in  1855  he  came  to 
Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  journey- 
man at  his  trade  for  about  seven  years. 
•  In  1861  Mr.  Mertz  associated  himself  with 
Henry  W.  Riddle,  and  they  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  of  carriages  and  other  vehicles 
in  Ravenna.  These  two  honored  pioneer  busi- 
ness men  continued  to  be  thus  associated  for 
the  long  period  of  thirty  years,  within  which 
they  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  industry 
and  one  that  has  continued  to  add  materially 
to  the  commercial  precedence  of  the  city  of 
Ravenna.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period 
noted  Mr.  Mertz  sold  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness to  his  long-time  friend  and  partner,  Mr. 
Riddle,  and  he  has  since  given  the  major  por- 
tion of  his  time  and  attention  to  his  banking 
interests  and  the  executive  duties  pertaining  to 
the  same.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  from 
the  manufacturing  business  noted  Mr.  Mertz 
was  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  First 
National  P>ank  of  Ravenna,  whose  charter 
soon  afterward  expired.  A  reorganization 
took  place  and  the  business  was  continued  un- 
der the  corporate  title  of  the  Ravenna  National 
Bank.  Upon  the  incorporation  under  this  title 
Mr.  Mertz  was  elected  president  of  the  insti- 
tution, which  office  he  had  previously  held  with 
the  First  National  Bank.  He  continued  in  the 
presidency  of  the  Ravenna  National  Bank, 
whose  administrative  policy  he  directed  with 
much  conservatism  and  discrimination,  and 
when  this  institution  was  reorganized  in   [902 
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he  was  chosen  as  his  own  successor  in  the  office 
of  president,  of  which  he  has  since  remained 
incumbent.  The  bank  is  one  of  the  solid  and 
popular  financial  institutions  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  a  section  known  for  its  opulent  pros- 
perity, and  the  same  bases  its  operations  upon 
a  capital  stock  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Reared  in  the  school  of  adversity,  Mr. 
Mertz  has  ever  maintained  a  deep  appreciation 
of  the  dignity  of  honest  toil  and  endeavor,  and 
in  the  gaining  of  his  success  as  one  of  the 
world's  workers  he  has  not  hedged  himself  in 
with  selfish  bounds,  but  has  continued  mindful 
of  his  own  struggles,  so  that  his  human  sym- 
pathy has  not  been  lessened  through  the  pros- 
perity which  has  attended  him  and  through  the 
advancement  that  he  has  gained  by  well  di- 
rected effort.  As  a  citizen  he  is  liberal,  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited,  but  he  places  a 
true  valuation  upon  man  and  affairs,  and  is  dis- 
criminating in  the  according  of  his  aid  and  in- 
fluence, as  well  as  in  the  dispensing  of  his 
charities  and  benevolences,  which  are  ever  un- 
ostentatious. He  gives  his  support  to  the  cause 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  the  only  public 
office  in  which  he  has  ever  consented  to  serve 
is  that  of  member  of  the  city  council.  He  has 
contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  upbuilding 
of  Ravenna  and  to  the  advancement  of  its 
various  material  and  civic  interests.  He  takes 
pride  in  the  city  which  has  represented  his 
home  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  here 
he  is  held  in  high  regard  as  a  man  of  integrity 
and  honor  and  as  a  citizen  ever  ready  to  lend 
his  co-operation  in  the  support  of  worthy  en- 
terprises and  measures  tending  to  promote  the 
general  good  of  the  community.  He  is  af- 
filiated with  the  time-honored  Masonic  fra- 
ternitv  and  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

In  the  year  1855  Mr.  Mertz  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Riddle,  a  sister  of  his 
former  partner.  Henry  W.  Riddle,  in  the 
sketch  of  whose  career,  on  other  pages  of  this 
publication,  is  given  an  outline  of  the  family 
history.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mertz  have  two  daugh- 
ters—Lida  is  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Franz- 
heim,  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and  Kath- 
arine is  the  wife  of  James  W.  Holcomb,  a  rep- 
resentative attorney  in  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

George  S.  Beck  is  accorded  a  prominent 
place  among  the  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of 
Guilford  township,  as  well  as  of  Medina 
county.     He  was  born  on  the  old  Beck  home- 


stead in  the  vicinity  of  River  Styx,  October  1, 
1857,  a  son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Long) 
Beck,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1851  the  Beck 
family  moved  westward  to  Ohio  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  River  Styx,  in  Guilford  town- 
ship. Medina  county,  where  during  many  years 
they  were  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
and  died,  Joseph  L.  Beck  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1903,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  many  years  previously,  on  the  24th 
of  December,  1874.  This  farmstead  contained 
124  acres  of  first  and  second  bottom  land,  and 
Mr.  Beck  was  among  the  first  to  introduce 
into  this  community  a  high  grade  of  Durham 
cattle,  and  later  on  he  stocked  his  farm  with 
pedigreed  cattle,  and,  although  this  venture 
proved  unprofitable  financially  to  Mr.  Beck,  it 
was  the  means  of  introducing  and  interesting 
the  farmers  here  in  fine  graded  cattle  and  in 
improving  the  stock  generally  among  the  ag- 
riculturists of  the  county.  He  also  introduced 
here  the  Cotswold  sheep,  which  he  raised  for 
their  wool  and  mutton  qualities,  and  he  was 
for  many  years  extensively  engaged  in  buying 
sheep  and  feeding  them  for  the  market.  He 
added  to  his  farm  until  it  contained  250  acres, 
which  served  as  pasture  for  his  sheep  and  cat- 
tle. Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beck,  five  were  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  remaining  two  on  the  farm  in  Guil- 
ford township,  namely:  Sarah,  who  married 
William  Reese,  of  River  Styx  ;  Jane,  deceased ; 
Maria,  who  married  Newton  N.  Reese ;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Albert  Kulp ;  Jacob  J.,  a  butcher 
in  Seville :  Josephine,  wife  of  Daniel  H.  Mark- 
ley,  of  Lafayette  township.  Medina  county ; 
and  George  S. 

George  S.  Beck  received  a  good  common 
school  training  during  his  boyhood,  attending 
school  during  the  winter  months  until  his  six- 
teenth year  and  working  on  the  home  farm 
during  the  summers.  After  attaining  his  twen- 
tieth year  he  left  his  father's  home  and  worked 
for  a  time  for  other  farmers,  but  after  his 
marriage  he  returned  to  the  Beck  homestead 
and  took  up  the  work  of  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  in  the  breeding  of  fine  cattle 
and  sheep  he  is  taking  a  leading  interest  in 
producing  some  of  the  finest  specimens  in  the 
county,  which  he  has  exhibited  at  the  county 
and  state  fairs,  where  they  have  received  first 
premiums  and  also  the  sweepstakes.  He  has 
served  Guilford  township  for  a  number  of 
vears  as  a   trustee,  and   is  a  member  of  the 
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Republican  party  and  a  member  and  also  a 
past  president  of  tbe  Agricultural  Society  of 
Medina  county. 

Mrs.  Beck  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cath- 
arine S.  Reagle,  and  was  born  in  Summit 
•county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Seford)  Reagle.  Ten  children  blessed 
this  marriage  union,  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Clarence,  Edward,  Elva  M.  (who 
married  Ray  Ream,  of  Guilford  township), 
Joseph  D.,  Alfred  N.,  Laura  and  Lavina,  twins 
(Laura  married  Dayton  Rohrer  and  Lavina  is 
deceased),  Cora  E.,  Julia  (who  was  drowned), 
and  John  M.  No  man  living  within  the  bor- 
ders of  Medina  county  has  taken  a  greater  in- 
terest in  improving  its  grade  of  stock  than  has 
Mr.  George  S.  Beck,  a  representative  citizen 
and  a  prominent  business  man. 

A.  D.  Robinson. — As  editor  and  manager 
of  the  Ravenna  Republican,  A.  D.  Robinson 
has  gained  prestige  as  one  of  the  able  repre- 
sentatives of  the  newspaper  fraternity  in  the 
historic  old  Western  Reserve,  and  prior  to 
identifying  himself  with  this  line  of  enterprise 
he  was  a  successful  teacher  in  the  public 
schools. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born  at  Ticonderoga,  Es- 
sex county,  New  York,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1876,  and  is  a  son  of  A.  B.  and  Christina 
( Mason )  Robinson.  He  was  reared  to  ma- 
turity in  his  native  town,  in  whose  public 
schools  he  gained  his  early  educational  disci- 
pline, and  after  his  graduation  in  the  high 
school  he  entered  the  New  York  State  Normal 
School  at  Plattsburij,  in  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1898.  He 
forthwith  turned  his  attenti  in  to  the  pedagogic 
profession,  in  which  his  success  was  instant 
and  unequivocal.  In  1900  he  came  to  Portage 
county,  (  )hio,  and  assumed  the  position  of 
princip'il  of  the  high  school  in  Garrettsville, 
when-  he  continued  his  labors  until  11)03.  when 
he  became  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Seville.  .Medina  county,  an  incumbency 
which  he  retained  until  1005  and  one  in  which 
he  mad.-  a  record  of  splendid  accomplishment. 

In  July.  190s.  Mr.  Robinson  took  up  his 
abode  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  where  he  as- 
sumed the  position  of  city  editor  of  The  Ra- 
venna Republican,  with  whose  interests  he  has 
since  continued  to  be  identified  and  in  connec- 
tion with  which  he  has  done  most  excellent 
work,  both  in  an  editorial  and  an  executive 
capacity.  In  1908.  upon  the  death  of  the  editor 
and  publisher  of  The  Republican,  the  late  C. 


W.  S.  Wilgus,  Mr.  Robinson  became  the 
editor-in-chief  of  the  paper  and  also  manager 
of  the  business,  which  includes  the  operation 
of  a  finely  equipped  job  department.  He  has 
since  continued  in  charge  of  The  Republican, 
and  has  well  maintained  its  high  standard  in 
all  departments.  He  is  well  fortified  in  his 
opinions  as  to  matters  of  public  polity,  and 
gives  an  unswerving  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  whose  cause  he  does  much  to  fur- 
ther through  the  columns  of  the  paper  of  which 
he  is  editor.  He  is  a  member  of  Cresset  Lodge, 
No.  225,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
the  younger  generation  in  Ravenna,  and  his 
popularity  is  measured  only  by  his  circle  of 
acquaintances. 

In  1903  Mr.  Robinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Evelyn  Crane,  daughter  of  C.  M. 
Crane,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Garrettsville, 
Portage  county,  and  they  are  active  in  the  so- 
cial life  of  their  home  city. 

James  S.  Allen. — In  connection  with  a  line 
of  industrial  enterprise  which  is  one  of  maxi- 
mum importance  in  every  populous  community 
James  S.  Allen,  of  this  review,  has  conducted 
extensive  and  successful  operations  and  is  to- 
day numbered  among,  the  leading  real  estate 
dealers  of  Portage  county.  He  maintains  his 
home  and  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Ravenna 
and  is  known  as  one  of  its  progressive  busi- 
ness men  and  thoroughly  representative  citi- 
zens. Farther  consistency  in  according  him 
consideration  in  this  publication  is  that  im- 
plied in  the  fact  that  he  is  a  native  son  of 
Portage  county  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
sterling  pioneer  families  of  this  favored  sec- 
tion of  the  state. 

James  S.  Allen  was  born  at  Deerfield.  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  on  the  30th  of  May.  1S57. 
and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  |  Rex ) 
Allen,  both  natives  of  England.  Stephen  Allen 
was  reared  to  maturity  in  his  native  land, 
whence  he  came  to  America  on  one  of  the 
sailing  vessels  of  the  type  common  to  the 
period,  and  the  voyage  consumed  seven  weeks 
and  three  days.  He  was  accompanied  hv  his 
wife  and  soon  after  their  arrival  in  America 
they  came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  took 
up  their  abode  in  the  village  of  Deerfield.  where 
for  a  time  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  shoe- 
maker. Subsequently  he  opened  a  meat  mar- 
ket in  Charlestown,  and  with  this  line  of  enter- 
prise he  continued  to  be  successfully  identified 
for  many  years.     He  continued   to  reside  in 
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Portage  county  until  his  death,  at  tha  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  and  was  one  of  the  ster- 
ling citizens  and  honored  business  men  of  the 
county  which  so  long,  represented  his  home. 
His  first  wife,  who  died  in  England,  became 
the  mother  of  two  children, — Charles  D.  and 
Emma  A.,  both  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Stephen  Allen's  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Rex 
was  solemnized  in  England,  and  she  lived  to 
attain  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Of  this  sec- 
ond marriage  were  born  four  children, — Ellen, 
Anna,  James  S.,  and  William  A.,  who  died 
aged  thirty  years ;  and  the  remaining  three 
children  survive  the  honored  parents. 

James  S.  Allen,  whose  name  initiates  this 
review,  was  a  child  of  about  two  years  at  the 
time  his  parents  removed  from  his  native  vil- 
lage of  Deerfield  to  Charlestown,  in  the  same 
county,  in  which  latter  place  he  was  reared  to 
years  of  maturity,  in  the  meanwhile  having 
duly  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the 
public  schools.  Upon  attaining  to  his  legal 
majority  he  engaged  in  the  meat  market  busi- 
ness, in  connection  with  which  he  passed  two 
years  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  North  Bloomfield, 
Trumbull  county.  In  1880  he  established  his 
residence  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  line  of  enterprise  and  where 
he  conducted  a  meat  market  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  within  which  time  he  built  up  a  large 
and  representative  business  and  gained  prestige 
as  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  and 
loyal  citizens  of  the  community.  He  retired 
from  the  meat  business  in  1905,  since  which 
year  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business,  in  which  his  operations 
have  attained  to  wide  scope  and  importance 
and  in  which  his  transactions  include  han- 
dling of  both  farm  and  suburban  properties. 
His  books  show  at  all  times  most  desirable 
investments,  and  his  success  has  been  fortified 
through  his  well  known  reputation  as  a  re- 
liable and  straightforward  business  man.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Ravenna  National  Rank, 
and  is  the  owner  of  much  local  realty  of  the 
better  class,  including  thirty-six  houses. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  is  found  arrayed  as  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles  and  poli- 
cies for  which  the  Republican  party  stands 
sponsor,  and  though  he  has  never  sought  or 
held  public  office  he  takes  a  zealous  interest  in 
the  furthering  of  the  cause  of  the  "grand  old 
party"  with  which  he  is  allied.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ravenna 
Board  of  Trade  and  is  president  of  the  city 
board  of  health.     For  thirty  years  Mr.  Allen 


has  been  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  attained  to 
no  slight  distinction.  He  is  past  noble  grand 
of  the  lodge  of  the  order  in  Ravenna,  and  in 
the  local  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  he  is 
past  chancellor  commander.  In  the  latter  or- 
der he  is  also  identified  with  the  uniform  rank. 
He  has  served  two  terms  as  regent  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  Lodge  No.  376,  and  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Ravenna  lodge  of  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  and  take  an  active  part 
in  the  various  departments  of  its  work. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1880,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Allen  to  Miss 
Hattie  M.  Loosmore,  whose  family  name  was 
Wolcott  and  whose  parents  died  when  she  was 
a  child,  after  which  she  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Loosmore,  of  North  Bloom- 
field,  Trumbull  county,  by  whom  she  was 
reared  and  educated.  She  is  prominent  and 
popular  in  the  social  activities  of  Ravenna  and 
is  a  member  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen  have  two  sons:  William  J.  was 
born  October  23,  1881,  and  was  married  Oc- 
tober 9,  1 901,  to  Miss  Ruth  Sawyer,  of  Ra- 
venna, and  they  have  one  child,  Treva  Mae 
Allen,  born  July  18,  1902;  and  Frank  S.,  who 
was  born  December  11,  1882,  married  Miss 
Grace  Rosenberger,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  10,  1901.  Both  brothers  are 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Ravenna 
under  the  firm  name  of  Allen  Bros,  and  enjoy 
unqualified  popularity. 

Fitch  and  Winchester  Families. — For 
more  than  eighty  years  the  name  of  Fitch  has 
been  typical  of  the  dignity  and  progress  of  the 
bar  of  Ashtabula  county,  of  prominence  and 
faithfulness  in  the  public  affairs  of  Ohio,  of 
national  patriotism,  broad  scholarship,  and  un- 
faltering integrity.  For  over  two  centuries 
and  a  half  the  family  has  played  a  leading  and 
a  loyal  part  in  the  development  of  the  intel- 
lectual, professional,  public  and  religious  life 
of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Ohio  and, 
through  the  mediums  of  these  great  common- 
wealths, of  both  New  England  and  the  west. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  family  interest  in 
religion  and  politics  that  Rev.  James  Fitch, 
the  American  pioneer,  preached  the  first  elec- 
tion sermon  ever  delivered  in  the  colonies,  at 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  in  1667.  This  clergy- 
man was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne  (Reve) 
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Fitch,  who  were  married  at  St.  Mary's  church. 
Booking,  Essex,  England,  on  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust, 161 1. 

The  genealogical  lines  connect  numerous 
patriots  of  the  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  wars 
with  the  forefathers  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Nathan  Fitch,  who  married  Hannah  Hunting- 
ton and  died  in  Lebanon  in  1750,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Colonial  wars,  and  Abraham,  who 
passed  away  in  the  same  place  in  182-1,  was 
captain  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Light  Horse 
Cavalry  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  having 
previously  served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  He  was  a  man  of  such  remarkable  vigor 
that  it  is  said  of  him  that  "he  was  never  ill  a 
day  in  his  life  and  walked  out  of  doors  an  hour 
before  his  death,"  which  occurred  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year.  His  son,  Azel  Fitch,  was  born  in 
Lebanon,  Connecticut,  April  29,  1771,  and 
married  Miss  Fannie  Hinckley,  a  grandniece 
of  Governor  Hinckley,  of  Plymouth  colony, 
and  a  descendant  of  Major  James  Fitch  and 
Governor  Bradford.  Azel  Fitch  was  a  farmer, 
merchant  and  manufacturer.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  invested  in  woolen  manufactures. 
With  the  peace  of  1815  the  American  markets 
were  so  flooded  with  foreign  goods  as  to  crip- 
ple his  business,  and  in  1829  he  followed  his 
son  Orramel  H.  to  Ashtabula  county,  where  he 
made  considerable  investments  in  land. 

Orramel  Hinckley  Fitch  was  a  native  of 
Lebanon,  Connecticut,  born  January  12,  1803, 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  in  attending  and 
teaching  school.  As  an  educator  he  was  con- 
nected with  Mason  Hill  Seminary,  Richmond, 
Virginia;  with  the  Westfield  (Massachusetts! 
Academy,  and  was  principal  of  the  Union 
Academy,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut.  In  1824-6 
he  studied  law  at  Westfield,  and  in  the  latter 
year  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Calvin  God- 
dard.  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  a  distinguished 
judge  and  congressman.  (  In  March  10,  [827, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Con- 
necticut courts,  but  in  the  following  May  he 
located  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  near  Canton, 
and  in  March,  1828,  settled  in  Ashtabula  for  a 
bus)  and  notable  sojourn  of  half  a  century. 
In  the  fall  of  i82<;  his  parents  joined  him  and 
resided  with  him  until  their  decease,  the  father 
dying  in  [831  and  the  mother  in  1842.  Oh 
May  Hi.  1828,  Mr.  Fitch  was  admitted  to  the 
Ohio  bar  and  for  many  years  practiced  his 
profession  with  M.  M.  Sawtell  and  his  son, 
Hon.  Edward  H.  Fitch,  the  latter  association 
terminating  in  1803  with  the  retirement  of  the 
senior  partner. 


Orramel  H.  Fitch  had  the  honor  of  being 
not  only  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  pioneer  law- 
yers of  Ashtabula,  but  the  first  editor  of  the 
county,  his  journalistic  connection  with  the 
Ashtabula  Sentinel  being  of  fifteen  year*'  dura- 
tion. The  paper  was  afterward  managed  by 
Hon.  W.  C.  Howells,  father  of  William  Deaii, 
the  famous  novelist.  In  1848  Mr.  Fitch  be- 
came one  of  the  founders  and  president  of  the 
Farmers'  Bank,  of  Ashtabula,  and  continued 
to  head  its  affairs  until  his  death,  thirty-four 
years  later.  From  1832  to  1841  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace;  represented  his  County  in 
the  state  legislature  in  1837-9;  was  prosecut- 
ing attorney  in  1841-2,  and.  without  solicita- 
tion, received  other  public  marks  of  public  es- 
teem and  confidence.  In  1861  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  appointed  him 
a  government  agent  to  solicit  subscriptions  for 
the  congressional  war  loan,  and  his  connection 
with  the  leading  events  of  the  county  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  September  17,  1882,  was  of 
the  most  prominent  and  honorable  character. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  Lake  Erie  College,  at 
Painesville,  until  his  death.  His  contributions 
to  the  historical  annals  of  the  Western  Reserve 
were  therefore  highly  valued,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  he  held  the  presidencv  of  the 
County  Historical  Association. 

In  1835  Orramel  H.  Fitch  married  Miss 
Catherine  M.  Hubbard  daughter  of  Colonel 
William  Hubbard,  her  death  occurring  Novem- 
ber 29,  1859.  In  1836  Mr.  Fitch  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  earnest  members,  the  former 
having  served  as  a  ruling  elder  for  many  years 
before  his  death.  Mrs.  Fitch's  father  was  a 
colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  nephew  of 
Colonel  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Land  Company. 

Edward  H.  Fitch  was  born  in  Ashtabula. 
May  26,  1837,  and  obtained  his  preparatory 
education  in  his  native  town  and  St.  Catherines, 
Canada  ;  then  took  a  course  at  Williams'  Col- 
lege, Massachusetts,  from  which  he  received 
the  degree  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1858  and  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  1861.  There  he  formed  a  warm 
friendship  for  James  A.  Garfield,  which  en- 
dured throughout  the  life  of  the  great  soldier 
and  president.  Mr.  Fitch  studied  law  under 
his  father;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i860; 
and  was  successively  associated  with  his  father, 
Judge  Horace  Wilder,  Judge  L.  S.  Sherman 
and  Hon.  S.  A.  Northway.  On  the  formation 
of  his  last  partnership  in  1878  he  moved  to 
Jefferson,  the  county  seat.     Being  associated 
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from  the  first  with  eminent  practitioners,  Mr. 
Fitch  never  permitted  himself  to  be  outdone  in 
courtesy,  dignity  and  the  unfailing  application 
of  the  moral  ethics  of  his  profession.  The  high 
appreciation  of  his  abilities  was  therefore  never 
marred  by  insinuations  of  unprofessional  con- 
duct. While  zealous  and  successful  as  an  ad- 
vocate, he  always  remembered  that  he  was  a 
gentleman  and  a  man  before  all,  and  often 
neglected  to  collect  his  own  fees  from  needy 
clients. 

In  his  political  activities  he  held  himself  to 
the  same 'high  standard,  his  Republicanism 
being  a  matter  of  the  most  profound  thought 
and  the  firmest  conviction.  Officially,  he  was 
first  a  justice  of  the  peace,  then  prosecuting 
attorney,  and  in  1869  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature. From  General  Garfield's  entrance  into 
politics,  Mr.  Fitch,  who  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Republican  State  Committee,  had  been 
one  of  his  stanchest  supporters,  and  to  him  was 
largely  due  the  renomination  of  the  elder 
statesman  to  Congress  when  bitterly  attacked 
in  the  convention  of  1872.  In  1870  Governor 
Hayes  appointed  Mr.  Fitch  a  delegate  to  the 
national  capital  convention  at  Cincinnati.  Mr. 
Fitch  was  in  demand  as  a  speaker,  and  de- 
livered the  historical  address  at  the  Conneaut 
Centennial.  For  many  years  he  had  been  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  for  a  systematic  regis- 
tration of  land  titles,  being  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  Torrens  system,  which  was  presented 
to  various  state  legislatures  for  adoption  in  the 
early  nineties.  In  May,  1893,  largely  as  the 
result  of  an  exhaustive  paper  on  the'  subject 
which  he  read  before  the  Ohio  Bar  Association 
in  the  previous  year,  Mr.  Fitch  was  appointed 
by  Governor  McKinley  as  chairman  of  the 
commission  created  to  formulate  a  law  for 
Ohio  based  on  the  Torrens  system.  His  work 
was  thorough  and  impartial,  and,  although  the 
law  was  pronounced  unconstitutional  bv  the 
supreme  courts  of  both  (  )hio  and  Illinois, 
he  was  supported  in  his  able  efforts  to  reform 
the  system  by  the  leading  attorneys  and  busi- 
ness men  of  his  state.  It  should  also  be  added 
that  after  his  death  the  Torrens  system  was 
introduced  into  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Fitch's  achievements  were  notable  in 
both  professional  and  public  life,  but  his  intel- 
lectuality was  even  of  a  broader  sweep.  His 
scientific  and  literary  knowledge  was  deep  and 
exact :  he  devoted  considerable  time  from  his 
early  manhood  to  his  death  in  the  field  of  sci- 
entific   research,    and    tor    forty    years    was   a 


member  and  a  fellow  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  (  >nlv 
a  few  days  before  his  death  he  started  for  De- 
troit. Michigan,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  that 
association,  but  on  reaching  Ashtabula  .illness 
turned  him  back  to  his  home  in  Jefferson.  A 
short  time  afterward  he  rejoined  his  family  at 
the  summer  home  in  Conneaut,  and  there  he- 
passed  to  the  future  life  on  September  9,  1899. 
His  last  hours  were  as  he  wished — passed  in 
the  midst  of  those  whom  he  had  ever  cherished 
and  who  had  returned  his  love  and  care  in 
reciprocal  affection  and  service. 

On  October  27,  1863,  Edward  H.  Fitch  was 
married  to  Miss  Alta  Deirexa  Winchester, 
daughter  of  Philander  and  Elizabeth  <  iilman 
(  Calkins )  Winchester,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Cowles,  of  Aus- 
tinburg.  Five  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
this  union  are  living,  as  follows  :  ( 1 )  Winches- 
ter, whose  biography  follows  and  who  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth;  (2)  Annette,  born 
January  31,  1870,  a  graduate  of  Lake  Erie 
Seminary,  who  married  I.  C.  Brewer,  Jr..  and 
has  one  son;  (3)  Edward  Hubbard,  born  in 
Ashtabula,  March  31,  1873,  a  graduate  of  Cor- 
nell University  law  school  and  now  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  married  Miss  Bess  McFarlin,  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  has  a  son,  Edward  Hubbard 
Fitch  3d,  and  a  daughter,  Juliana ;  ( 4 )  Alta, 
born  in  Ashtabula,  July  25,  1876,  educated  at 
Huntsville  (Alabama)  College  and  Lake  Erie 
College  (Painesville ),  married  Howard  L. 
Ingersoll,  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
New  York  Central  Railroad  in  New  York  City, 
and  has  a  son,  Winchester  Fitch,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Cornelia;  and  (5)  Flora  C,  born  in  Ashta- 
bula, August  6,  1879,  vvno  was  educated  at 
Lake  Erie  College  and  in  Europe  and  married 
Samuel  E.  Kramer,  of  Cleveland,  a  graduate  of 
the  Western  Reserve  University  and  a  member 
of  the  city  council. 

Mrs.  Fdward  H.  Fitch  was  born  at  Paines- 
ville, Ohio,  September  11.  1839,  and  graduated 
at  Esther  Institute.  Columbus,  under  Pro- 
fessors Heyl  and  Wormley  and  Miss  Agnes 
Beecher.  She  is  still  living  at  Jefferson,  and 
her  son,  Winchester  Fitch,  is  the  only  de- 
scendant of  Rev.  Jonathan  Winchester,  still 
associated  with  Madison,  Ohio. 

The  Winchester  family  had  its  American 
origin  in  the  John  Winchester,  who  came  to 
Boston  from  England  on  the  "Elizabeth."  in 
1035,  and  in  [638  married  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Richard  Sealis,  of  Scituate.  He  died 
in   K«)4.     Their  son  John  was  the  first  repre- 
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sentative  from  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  to 
the  general  court  of  the  colony  in  1709.  ami 
served  in  King  Philip's  war.  Henry  Winches- 
ter, the  next  in  the  direct  line,  married  Frances 
White,  daughter  of  Joseph  White,  and  first 
cousin  to  the  grandmother  of  President  John 
Adams.  Rev.  Jonathan  Winchester,  son  of  the 
foregoing,  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  active 
in  school  and  church  work,  and  first  minister 
at  Ashburnham,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died 
in  1767.  The  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan,  Henry 
Winchester,  was  a  native  of  Brookline,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  fought 
at  Bunker  Hill.  One  of  his  sons,  the  second 
Rev.  Jonathan  Winchester,  was  born  at  Ash- 
burnham, April  28.  1781,  and  in  181 1  married 
Miss  Hannah  Mills  Bunn,  daughter  of  John 
Bunn.  of  London,  England,  and  Bethiah 
Field,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Field  and 
cousin  of  Hon.  David  Dudley  Field.  In  1842 
she  married  for  her  second  husband  her  cousin, 
Deacon  Joseph  Cowles,  of  Austinburg,  Ohio, 
uncle  of  Hon.  Edwin  Cowles,  editor  of  the 
Cleveland  Leader.  Rev.  Jonathan  Winchester 
graduated  from  Middlebury  College,  Vermont, 
in  1809 ;  prepared  for  the  Presbyterian  minis- 
try, and  held  charges  at  Madrid  and  Wadding- 
ton,  New  York,  for  ten  years ;  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  five  years,  and  Madison,  Ohio,  ten 
years.  He  was  very  influential  in  founding 
and  strengthening  the  pioneer  churches  of  the 
Western  Reserve ;  was  a  deep  biblical  student, 
and  from  his  study  of  the  prophesies  became 
a  believer  in  the  ultimate  restoration  of  the 
Jews  to  Palestine,  which  movement  is  now 
widely  discussed  as  Zionism.  In  1833  he  vis- 
ited England,  called  on  Mr.  Rothschild  and 
undoubtedly  influenced  the  great  banker  in  his 
subsequent  endowment  of  a  Home  for  Aged 
Jews  in  Palestine.  He  died  August  17.  [835, 
father  of  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest, 
Philander,  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Fitch. 

Philander  Winchester  was  born  at  Madrid, 
New  York.  October  4.  1812,  and  in  [824  came 
with  his  father  to  Madison,  Ohio.  He  was 
mainly  educated  in  Rochester.  Xew  York,  al- 
though he  pursued  his  studies  in  Hebrew, 
Greek  and  Latin  under  his  father.  Not  only 
was  he  a  highly  educated  man,  but  a  brave 
and  philanthropic  character.  A  fine  singer,  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Harrison  campaign 
of  1840,  in  which  political  songs  were  a  promi- 
nent feature.  For  years  he  was  editorially 
connected  with  the  Painesville  Telegraph  and 
the  Cleveland  Leader;  was  an  active  aboli- 
tionist, showing  marked  bravery  in  the  rescue 


of  Milton  Clarke  from  the  hands  of  the  slave 
catchers  at  Madison  in  1842,  and  even  greater 
heroism  when  he  nursed  the  neglected  prison- 
ers in  the  Ohio  penitentiary  during,  the  terrible 
cholera  epidemic.  His  death  occurred  at  De- 
troit, Michigan,  April  24,  1879.  In  1838  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Oilman  Calkins, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Charles  Calkins,  a  pioneer 
minister  of  New  England  and  Ohio,  and 
Marian  Gilman,  his  wife,  a  descendant  of  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  Dudley,  of  Massachusetts.  Her 
father  preached  in  Madison  as  early  as  1833 
and  died  at  Lakewood,  near  Cleveland.  Her 
nephew,  Captain  Carlos  Gilman  Calkins,  com- 
manded Admiral  Dewey's  flagship,  "Olympia," 
at  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philander  Winchester  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  E. 
H.  Fitch  was  the  first.  Ellen  Bowdiman  (2), 
born  in  1842,  thoroughly  educated,  resided  for 
many  years  in  Washington,  married  William 
O.  Hipwell,  cashier  of  the  Union  National 
Bank,  Chicago,  now  retired,  and  for 'years  both 
have  devoted  their  lives  to  church  and  phil- 
anthropic work.  Persis  Annette  (3),  born 
February  2,  1843,  married  William  S.  Ranney, 
of  Cleveland,  and  their  only  child,  Fitch  W. 
Ranney,  is  a  talented  artist,  having  been  edu- 
cated abroad.  Charles  Jonathan  Winchester 
(4),  born  November  6,  1845,  married  Grace 
Gilbert,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two 
children — Annie,  now  wife  of  John  Putnam,  of 
Highland  Park,  Illinois,  and  Frederick  C. 
Winchester,  of  San  Diego,  California,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  T.  Hill,  daughter  of  the 
late  Edgar  Hill,  general  manager  of  the  Big 
Four  railroad,  and  is  the  father  of  Charles  J. 
Winchester  (2d).  Arthur  Henry  Winchester 
(5)  married  Miss  Ella  Spaulding,  daughter  of 
Captain  Spaulding;  was  a  prominent  lumber- 
man and  United  States  commissioner  of  for- 
estry at  the  Paris  exposition  and  commissioner 
from  West  Virginia  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition.  He  died  in  1908,  leaving  a  son, 
Charles,  and  three  daughters,  his  eldest  son 
having  died  in  the  Spanish  war.  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Gilman  Winchester  ( 6 )  is  now  the  widow 
of  Henry  C.  Carver,  prominent  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  Chicago,  and  the  mother  of 
four  children,  as  follows:  Jonathan  W.,  a 
resident  of  Seattle ;  George,  of  San  Francisco ; 
Robert  Knowlton,  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish 
war,  also  of  Seattle;  and  Helen  Priscilla,  a 
pianist  of  thorough  European  training  and  re- 
markable ability.  Frances  Winchester  (7)  was 
first  married  to  Charles  Spaulding,  of  Cleve- 
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land,  and  Ranney  Winchester,  the  child  by  this 
union,  married  Cecil  Norton,  of  the  well 
known  Chicago  family.  Mrs.  Spaulding,  now 
the  wife  of  William  Holmes,  of  Los  Angeles, 
California,  still  retains  her  high  accomplish- 
ments as  an  artist  and  musician.  Elizabeth 
Gilman  Winchester  (8),  born  July  24,  1853, 
married  Hubbard  F.  Bannard,  brother  of  Hon. 
<  Itto  T.  Bannard,  of  New  York  City,  and  they 
reside  at  San  Gabriel,  California ;  their  two 
children,  who  died  young,  are  buried  at  Madi- 
son. Ohio.  Philip  Winchester,  the  ninth  child 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philander  Winchester, 
i-.  now  identified  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany at  Cleveland.  He  married  Miss  Dora 
Dunnica,  daughter  of  Captain  Dunnica.  of  St. 
Louis,  descendant  of  the  Lewis  family  of  Vir- 
ginia, so  closely  associated  with  the  Wash- 
ington, and  is  the  father  of  Phyllis  and  Theo- 
dore Winchester.  Rev.  Jonathan  Winches- 
ter's daughter  Melana  ( Mrs.  Orcutt)  left  a 
daughter  who  married  Dr.  Frederick  Hart; 
and  his  son  Amandus,  who  married  a  niece  of 
Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey.  M.  C.  left  one  child, 
Miss  Stella  Winchester,  of  St.  Joseph,  Michi- 
gan. 

Winchester  Fitch  is  a  native  of  Ashtabula, 
born  on  the  21st  of  November,  1867.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  Class  of 
1888,  and  while  in  college  was  a  member  of 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon,  the  fraternity  with 
which  his  father  was  identified  while  a  stu- 
dent at  Williams,  and  to  which  his  brother  and 
his  brother-in-law  belonged  while  at  Cornell. 
On  completing  his  literary  education  Mr.  Fitch 
was  engaged  for  some  time  in  journalistic 
work  in  Chicago,  and  developed  striking  force 
and  originality  in  this  field.  In  1892  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Geneva  Times  and 
edited  that  publication  while  he  was  studying 
law  and  until  his  admission  to  the  Ohio  bar  in 
June.  1894.  He  then  located  in  Ashtabula. 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  several 
years,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  educational 
and  political  affairs.  In  the  early  part  of  his 
career  he  was  associated  with  his  father,  the 
late  Hon.  Edward  H.  Fitch,  until  the  death 
of  the  elder  man,  and  later  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Hon.  Theodore  Hall,  removing  to 
New  York  City  in  i8q8.  Mr.  Fitch  is  highly 
and  thoroughly  cultured  outside  the  field  of 
his  profession,  being  a  master  of  both  ancient 
and  modern  literature,  and  widely  known  as 
a  keen,  finished  and  forcible  writer.  While  in 
Chicago  he  was  a  member  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  and  in   1901   was  elected  vice- 


president  of  the  Northwestern  Cornell  Alumni 
Association.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  school  examiners  of  Ash- 
tabula county,  and  was  active  and  influential 
in  the  introduction  of  the  plan  providing  for 
the  free  transportation  of  pupils  to  school  and 
the  organization  of  an  efficient  corps  of  teach- 
ers. He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve Historical  Societv  of  Cleveland.  Ohio 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  New  York  Histor- 
ical Society,  and  New  York  Society  of  May- 
flower Descendants,  and  of  many  other  clubs 
and  associations.  His  political  affiliations  have 
always  been  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
served  for  years  as  a  member  of  county  and 
senatorial  committees  and  as  delegate  to  party 
conventions,  and  in  1896  was  assistant  to 
Colonel  W.  C.  Haskell  and  Major  C.  W.  F. 
Dick  (now  United  States  senator)  in  the  cam- 
paign managed  by  the  Republican  national 
committee  with  headquarters  in  Chicago. 
Since  becoming  a  resident  of  the  metropolis, 
Mr.  Fitch  has  long  been  chairman  of  the  li- 
brary committee  of  the  Ohio  Society  of  New 
York  and  registrar  of  the  New  York  Gene- 
alogical and  Biographical  Society.  He  is  also 
author  of  "The  Throope  Family  and  the 
Scrope  Tradition,"  and  of  numerous  historical 
papers.  As  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  New  York  who  has  become  authoritative 
in  matters  of  history,  Mayor  McClellan  hon- 
ored him  with  appointment  to  membership  on 
the  Hudson-Fulton  celebration  commission. 

On  the  30th  of  June.  1897.  Mr.  Fitch  mar- 
ried Miss  Florence  Hopper,  daughter  of 
George  H.  Hopper,  of  New  York  City,  the 
wedding  ceremony  being  performed  at  Elm- 
wood,  the  country  residence  of  the  Hopper 
family,  near  which  Mr.  Fitch  now  has  a  sum- 
mer home.  He  resides  at  300  West  Eighty- 
iir^t  street,  New  York.  Three  daughters  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitch,  Alta  Jane, 
Katherine  Elizabeth  and  Dorothy  Harriet 
Fitch,  and  one  son,  George  Hopper  Fitch.  In 
concluding  this  memoir  of  the  Fitch  and  Win- 
chester families,  it  should  be  added  that  a 
record  of  the  Hopper  family  is  also  published 
in  this  work. 

The  Hopper  Family. — Mrs.  Harriet  A. 
Hopper,  widow  of  the  late  George  H.  Hop- 
per, of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  is  a  public- 
spirited  summer  resident  of  Unionville,  Lake 
county.  Her  husband  was  a  remarkable  man 
of  varied  successes  and  accomplishments.  He 
was  burn   at   Shebbeare.  in   Devonshire,  Eng- 
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land,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1837,  several  mem- 
bers of  the  family  emigrating  to  the  United 
States  and  settling  in  Cleveland  at  the  time  of 
the  Corn  Law  troubles  in  1841,  among  whom 
was  his  father,  John  Hopper.  The  son  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Cleveland  and  Mon- 
treal, and  developed  marked  talents  of  an  in- 
ventive and  mechanical  nature.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  an  Indiana  regi- 
ment and  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers.  Later  he 
became  widely  known  as  a  manufacturer  and 
for  many  years  was  closely  associated  with 
John  D.  Rockefeller  and  his  partner,  Samuel 
J.  Andrews,  the  latter  of  whom  married  his 
cousin.  For  a  long  time  he  was  a  contract- 
ing manufacturer  for  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, but  eventually  sold  his  factories  to  that 
corporation  and  became  a  stockholder  and  an 
official  in  the  larger  concern.  His  wife's  sis- 
ter Marie  is  the  wife  of  James  G.  Xewcomb, 
who  at  Mr.  Hopper's  decease  succeeded  him  as 
head  of  the  department  he  founded  for  that 
company. 

A  lover  of  country  life,  as  a  recreation,  he 
established  a  famous  stock  farm  at  Union- 
ville,  and  became  noted  as  a  breeder  of  fine 
horses,  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  which  was 
"Bell  Boy,"  burned  in  a  California  stable,  after 
its  owner  had  refused  to  sell  him  for  $102,000. 
Mr.  Hopper  was  a  generous  patron  of  art, 
music  and  the  drama,  and  his  beautiful  coun- 
try home  at  Unionville,  with  its  fine  collection 
of  paintings  and  other  charming  features,  is 
still  a  striking  evidence  of  his  artistic  and  re- 
fined tastes.  It  was  there  that  he  passed  his 
last  days,  dying  February  15,  1898,  and  being 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  parents  at  Lake  View 
Cemetery.  Cleveland.  After  the  transfer  of 
his  chief  business  interests  to  the  east,  Mr. 
Hopper's  city  home  was  in  Xew  York,  where 
his  honored  widow  continues  to  reside  except 
in  the  summer  months.  On  April  10,  i860, 
Mr.  Hopper  married,  at  Cleveland.  Miss  Har- 
riet Almeda  Ganson,  daughter  of  Joseph  Free- 
man and  Mary  (Curtis)  Ganson,  born  at  New- 
bury, (  )hio.  December  14,  1840.  Her  ances- 
tors were  Massachusetts  pioneers,  her  great- 
grandfathers. Nathan  Ganson  and  Daniel  Cur- 
tis, being  among  the  little  band  of  brave  men 
at  Bunker  Hill. 

The  family  name  was  originally  Howper, 
and  the  arms  of  the  Devonshire  branch,  as 
recorded  in  1620,  are  thus  described:  "Gv- 
ronny  of  eight,  or  and  ermine,  over  all  a  tower 
triple  towered,  sable;  crest,  a  demi-wolf  hold- 


ing a  pine  branch  vert,  fructed  or."  The  will 
of  Tristram  Hopper,  of  Musbury,  was  proved 
November  27,  1545.  In  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury note  is  made  of  Sir  Edward  Hopper,  of 
Boveridge,  who  married  Catherine,  widow  of 
Sir  Hugh  Wyndham,  knight  and  justice  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  under  Charles  II, 
and  who  died  July  23,  1684.  William  Hop- 
per, who  was  born  in  1775  and  married  Alary 
Harris,  of  Shebbeare,  in  that  shire,  was  of  a 
junior  branch  of  the  preceding  family.  Dur- 
ing the  business  depression  and  widespread 
suffering  caused  by  the  corn  law  agitation, 
several  of  his  children,  with  Henry  Harris, 
emigrated  to  America.  The  Harris  family  had 
also  long  been  settled  in  Devonshire. 

John  Hopper,  the  eldest  of  the  six  children 
of  William  and  Mary  (Harris)  Hopper,  was 
born  in  Shebbeare  in  1808;  married  Lydia, 
daughter  of  James  and  Susan  Ayrscott  Grif- 
fin; sailed  from  England  in  June,  1841,  and 
spent  nine  weeks  aboard 'the  "Lord  Ramsey" 
before  she  sighted  New  York  harbor.  The 
family  settled  at  Cleveland,  where  Mrs.  Hop- 
per died  March  16,  1851,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  ( 1 )  William  Griffin  Hopper, 
deceased,  of  Richmond,  Ohio,  president  of  the 
bank  at  Andover,  Ohio;  (2)  George  Henry 
Hopper,  before  mentioned;  (3)  John  Edward 
Hopper,  father  of  Dr.  Archie  Hopper,  of  Fair- 
field, Nebraska;  and  (41  Jennie,  wife  of  the 
late  Nelson  Elliott  Miner,  of  Madison,  Lake 
county,  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Francis  Hearn, 
deceased,  and  Mrs.  Ora  Neville,  of  that  place. 
John  Hopper  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Chloe  Parker,  daughter  of  Ezra  Parker  and 
widow  of  Emerson  Parker,  of  Bainbridge, 
( )hio,  who  had  died  leaving  five  children,  to 
whom  Mr.  Hopper  was  a  just  and  devoted 
step-father.  He  was  an  able  man,  as  well  as 
a  good  one,  and  was  widely  known  as  an  ear- 
nest and  forceful  speaker  on  political  and  re- 
ligious themes.  In  his  early  life  he  and  his 
wife  were  lay  preachers  in  the  Wesleyan 
church  in  England,  and  in  Cleveland  he  be- 
came a  valued  worker  in  the  Whig,  Abolition- 
ist and  Republican  causes.  He  was  a  stanch 
believer  in  the  duty  of  exercising  the  right  of 
franchise,  and  continued  faithfully  to  cast  his 
vote  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  ninety- 
two.  His  death  occurred  at  Madison,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1902,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year,  and 
he  was  buried  by  the  mother  of  his  children  in 
Lake  Mew  Cemetery,  Cleveland. 

The  other  children  of  William  and  Mary 
(Harris)  Hopper  were:   (1)  Katherine  (Mrs. 
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Fay);  (2)  Hannah  (Mrs.  Cole),  mother  of 
Mrs.  Samuel  Andrews,  Mrs.  Furze,  and 
James,  Elijah  and  Silas  Cole,  of  Cleveland  ; 
(3)  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Hooper)  ;  (4)  Dorothy 
Harris  Hopper,  wife  of  Thomas  Dedham,  of 
Devonshire  and  Montreal,  and  mother  of — 
Katherine,  who  married  James  Wood  and  had 
two  daughters  (Clare,  Mrs.  Chase  Witzel,  of 
Cleveland,  and  Ida,  Mrs.  George  Bradford 
Boyd,  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania),  and  Mary, 
Mrs.  Eager,  who  resides  in  Philadelphia  and 
had  one  son  and  one  daughter;  and  (5)  Will- 
iam. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Hopper  became 
the  parents  of  three  children :  ( 1  )  Jennie 
Marie,  born  at  Pulaski,  Indiana,  on  the  4th  of 
February,  i860,  graduated  from  Miss  Salis- 
bury's school  at  Cleveland,  1880;  married 
Frederick  M.  Nicholas,  a  popular  club  man 
and  accomplished  musician ;  has  one  child, 
Marjorie,  and  resides  on  Euclid  avenue,  Cleve- 
land, and  at  their  magnificent  Elizabethan  sum- 
mer home,  "Broadfields,"  in  Unionville. 
(2)  Charles  Henry  Hopper,  born  at  Francis- 
ville,  Indiana,  February  1.  1862,  received  a 
liberal  education  at  Brooks  School,  Cleveland, 
and  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  Uni- 
versity. He  is  a  member  of  Delta  Psi.  After 
marked  success  as  an  amateur  he  became  a 
professional  singer  and  actor,  having  created 
the  role  of  the  Duke  in  De  Koven's  "Fencing 
Master"  and  the  title  role  in  Townsend's 
"Chimmie  Fadden."  He  is  unmarried  and  re- 
sides at  the  Lambs'  Club,  New  York,  and 
"Roads  End  Lodge,"  Unionville.  (3)  Flor- 
ence Lynette  Hopper,  born  in  Cleveland,  June 
21,  1876,  was  married,  June  30,  1897,  to  Win- 
chester Fitch,  by  Rev.  Dr.  William  M.  Brown, 
now  bishop  of  Arkansas.  They  have  one  son, 
George  Hopper  Fitch,  and  three  daughters — 
Alta  Jane,  Katherine  Elizabeth  and  Dorothy 
Harriet — and  reside  at  300  West  Eighty-first 
street,  New  York.  "Lyndsell  Farm,"  in  Union- 
ville, Ohio,  and  sometimes  at  their  farm  near 
New  Canaan,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Fitch,  who 
is  a  fine  linguist  and  musician,  completed  her 
education  in  Paris,  and  as  a  dramatic  soprano 
of  more  than  amateur  ability  has  distinguished 
herself  in  singing  for  social  and  charity  func- 
tions. 

Mrs.  Hopper  is  deeply  interested  in  all  that 
tends  to  beautify  the  village  of  Unionville  and 
its  environs,  and  is  a  generous  contributor  to 
churches  and  institutions.  Her  charity  is 
proverbial,  her  hospitality  unbounded.  At  her 
cottage   on    Lake    Erie    she     entertains     large 


house-parties  during  the  summer  and  has 
erected  a  beautiful  casino  which  serve-  as  a 
club  for  the  neighboring  cottagers.  Like  their 
mother,  each  of  her  three  children,  whose 
country  houses  are  near  hers,  shows  a  similar 
spirit,  and  through  their  influence  the  historical 
village,  founded  by  Colonel  Alexander  Harper 
in  1798,  has  become  one  of  the  most  delightful 
suburbs  of  Cleveland. 

Johx  F.  Dix. — One  of  the  scientific,  .sani- 
tary and  practically  successful  dairy  farmers 
of  Westfield  township,  Medina  county,  John 
F.  Dix  was  an  educator  of  high  reputation  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century  before  he  entered  his 
present  field  of  agriculture,  and  has  been  an 
active  and  valued  participant  in  the  township 
government  since  his  early  manhood.  The 
dominant  trait  of  his  character  is  thorough- 
ness, or  faithfulness,  which  produces  the  men 
of  invaluable  service  in  every  advanced  Ameri- 
can community.  Mr.  Dix  is  a  native  of  Se^1 
ville,  Guilford  township,  this  county,  and  was 
born  January  24,  1850.  His  parents  were 
John  P.  and  Mary  Jane  (Hay)  Dix,  the  father 
being  a  native  of  New  York,  born  in  1819,  and 
the  mother  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state.  The  latter  came  with  her  parents  to 
Guilford  township  in  1832  and  the  family  was 
considered  in  the  early  pioneer  class.  John  P. 
Dix  purchased  an'  "eighty"  in  Guilford  town- 
ship at  an  early  day  and,  after  wrestling  for 
a  time  with  its  dense  timber,  disposed  of  that 
tract  and  bought  100  acres  in  Westfield  town- 
ship near  Seville.  This  continued  the  family 
homestead  and  the  paternal  farm  until  1883, 
when  Mr.  Dix  became  the  owner  of  the  farm 
near  Chippewa  Lake  which  he  conducted  until 
his  death  March  17,  1899,  in  his  eightieth  year. 
He  was  an  active  and  prominent  Abolitionist 
and  assisted  in  the  Underground  Railroad.  His 
wife  had  died  in  1850,  in  her  twenty-fourth 
year,  the  mother  of  three  sons.  The  eldest,  A. 
A.  Dix,  who  is  deceased,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  a  member  of  the  Forty-second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
James  A.  Garfield.  Charles  H.  Dix.  the  second 
born,  is  a  resident  of  New  York  City,  and  John 
F.  Dix  is  the  youngest. 

The  latter  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  village  of  Seville,  passing  through  a  select 
school  and  completing  a  thorough  preparation 
for  teaching.  He  was  an  active  figure  in  the 
educational  field  for  a  continuous  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  from  1885  to  1891  served  as 
school  examiner  of  the  county.    Upon  retiring 
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from  that  profession  Mr.  Dix  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  the  dairy  business  on  a  portion  of  the 
original  Chippewa  Lake  homestead  of  100 
acres.  He  has  taken  a  particular  pride  in  the 
development  of  his  dairy  farming,  carefully  se- 
lecting his  milch  cows  both  for  their  healthy 
and  producing  qualities.  He  is  also  a  practical 
exponent  of  the  modern  theory  that  too  much 
care  cannot  be  exercised  to  ensure  cleanliness 
and  other  sanitary  conditions  in  the  handling  of 
dairy  products.  Buildings,  apparatus  and  em- 
ployees are  all  included  in  these  precautions. 
The  general  farm  buildings  are  also  models  of 
convenience  and  cleanliness,  and  everything 
shows  the  marks  of  a  skilful  hand  and  a  well 
regulated  mind.  The  homestead  residence  is 
comfortable  and  tasteful  in  appearance  and  its 
interior  arrangements  conform  to  the  best  type 
of  modern  convenience ;  one  of  the  latter  fea- 
tures consists  of  the  lighting  and  heating  of  the 
house  by  acetylene  gas.  a  method  of  quite  re- 
cent date  and  one  which  has  proved  of  great 
economy  in  heating.  In  1872  Mr.  Dix  married 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Loveless,  of  Seville,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  (Crabb)  Loveless, 
and  their  home  has  always  been  the  center  of  a 
refined  social  circle.  Both  are  members  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Seville, 
of  which  Mr.  Dix  has  long,  been  a  trustee.  In 
public  affairs,  he  is  a  Republican  of  many  years 
firm  standing  and  has  served  his  township  both 
as  trustee  and  assessor.  Such  salient  facts  as 
the  foregoing  fully  sustain  any  general  remarks 
of  a  eulogistic  nature  which  may  also  have  ap- 
peared. 

Judge  Hamilton  B.  Woodbury. — With  the 
death  of  Judge  Hamilton  B.  Woodbury,  June 
19,  1895.  tne  state  of  Ohio  lost  an  able,  popu- 
lar and  upright  judge  and  statesman,  who  had 
adorned  its  benches  for  nearly  twenty  years 
and  been  concerned  in  the  revision  and  per- 
fection of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  com- 
monwealth, as  had  his  father  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  before.  In  his  relations  to  Jef- 
ferson, his  home  city,  he  held  an  attitude  of 
warm  fatherly  interest,  which  originated  in  his 
service  as  mayor  of  the  place  in  the  early  six- 
ties when  he  was  still  a  young  man,  but  a  few 
years  engaged  in  practice.  His  private  and 
domestic  life  was  founded  on  a  kind,  friendly 
nature,  and  an  unselfish  and  pure  affection,  and 
his  full-bearded,  wbolesome-looking  face  and 
bright,  sympathetic  brown  eyes,  were  fitting 
physical  manifestations  of  an  intellectual, 
firm,  yet  loving  and  lovable  character. 


Judge  Woodbury  came  of  a  family  which 
gave  to  North  America  the  first  popular  civil 
official,  in  the  person  of  John  Woodbury,  who, 
on  September  28,  1630,  was  elected  constable 
of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  by  the  governor  and 
his  eleven  assistants.  This  Woodburv,  who 
was  variously  and  popularlv  known  as  the  Pio- 
ner,  the  Old  Planter,  etc.,  migrated  from  Dor- 
setshire, England,  and  settled  at  Cape  Ann  in 
1624,  his  farm  lying  across  the  bay  from  what 
is  now  Salem.  He  appears  to  have  attained 
both  prosperity  and  popularitv,  and  a  few  years 
after  settling,  at  Cape  Ann  was  delegated  by 
the  settlers  to  return  to  England  for  a  ship- 
load of  supplies.  Having  accomplished  this 
mission,  as  the  first  "American  envoy,"  he 
again  landed  on  Massachusetts  shore,  this  time 
accompanied  by  his  son  Humphrey,  a  youth 
of  twenty.  The  date  of  his  landing  at  Nahum- 
keik  was  in  June,  1628,  and  three  years  after- 
ward his  younger  brother  William,  with  his 
family,  settled  at  Salem.  In  fact,  quite  a  col- 
ony formed  around  the  Old  Planter,  who  after- 
ward became  Salem's  constable,  and  also  was 
a  thoroughly  qualified  land  surveyor.  In  1636 
he  received  a  grant  of  200  acres  from  the 
crown,  and  died  five  years  thereafter,  a  well- 
to-do  man  of  substantial  and  honorable  parts. 
His  brother  William,  referred  to,  also  acquired 
considerable  property,  and  died  in  1677.  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  It  is  from  his  large 
family  of  children  that  Hamilton  B.  was  di- 
rectly descended.  His  grandfather  was 
Wheeler  Woodbury,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, who  moved  to  Ohio  in  1812,  being  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  Ashtabula  county.  The 
grandmother  (nee  Maria  Pease)  was  of  a 
distinguished  Xew  Hampshire  family,  and 
cousin  of  General  Israel  Putnam.  There  were 
eight  children  in  the  family,  Ebenezer  B.,  the 
father  of  the  judge,  being  the  second  son.  He 
was  born  at  Acworth,  New  Hampshire,  Au- 
gust 5.  1805.  and  died  in  Jefferson,  Ohio,  on 
the  12th  of  August,  1870.  In  early  manhood 
a  successful  distiller  and  merchant,  and  resid- 
ing for  many  years  in  Kelloggsville.  rather 
late  in  life  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Jefferson  bar.  Subsequently  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Judge  Chaffee  and  the  firm 
became  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  in  the 
county,  continuing  for  some  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Woodbury  was  elected  to  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1850,  where  he  distinguished 
himself  for  his  earnestness  and  practical  effi- 
ciency. By  his  wife  Sylvia  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children,  as   follows:    Hamilton 
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B.,  of  this  sketch ;  Almira,  who  became  the 
wife  of  James  A.  Davidson,  of  Jefferson ;  Ed- 
ward B. ;  Sylvia  M.,  Mrs.  F.  W.  McEntyre : 
Delia,  who  died  when  twelve  years  of  age ; 
and  Lucius  K. 

Judge  Woodbury  was  born  in  Kelloggsville, 
Ashtabula  county,  on  the  27th  of  November, 
1 83 1,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mercial and  high  schools  of  his  native  county. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  his  father's 
office  and  began  his  law  studies ;  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Jefferson  when  twenty-one,  and 
in  1857  became  the  junior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Chaffee,  Woodbury  &  Woodbury. 
Upon  the  elevation  of  the  senior  partner  to 
the  bench,  in  February,  1862,  the  firm  became 
Woodbury,  Woodbury  &  Ruggles.  In  1875 
he  was  chosen  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  the  duties  of  which  he  ably  discharged 
until  1885,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  bench 
of  the  Seventh  judicial  circuit,  being  re-elected 
in  [891  for  the  second  term  of  six  years.  As 
a  judge  his  decisions  were  rendered  with  clear- 
ness, force  and  impartiality,  his  courtesy  and 
thorough  knowledge  as  an  attorney  being 
gracefully  carried  to  the  more  dignified  func- 
tions of  the  bench.  But  it  was  as  foreign  to 
his  nature  at  the  bar  as  on  the  bench,  to  resort 
to  am-  unworthy  quibbles  of  the  law.  He  was 
always  fair  and  honorable,  whether  arguing  a 
case  as  an  attorney,  or  sitting  upon  it  as  a 
judge. 

On  October  24,  1854,  Judge  Woodbury  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Jefferson,  to  Miss  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sallie  (Wellington) 
Hervey,  a  native  of  Xew  York  and  a  lady  of 
culture  and  strength  of  character.  Besides 
the  widow,  the  four  children  survive — Fred 
H. ;  Jennie,  now  the  wife  of  Ralph  Stone,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  the  county ;  Hamilton  B., 
Jr.,  and  Walter  W.  Woodbury. 

Dr.  Gertrude  S.  King,  of  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  is  one  of  the  successful  homeopathic 
physicians  of  the  Western  Reserve.  She  is  a 
native  of  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Captain  A.  E.  and  Diantha 
(Hart)  Shepard.  Her  father's  title  was  not 
a  military  one.  but  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
his  fellow  mariners  in  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  he  became  not  only  master  of  the  vessel 
which  he  navigated,  but  at  one  time  owned 
five  vessels  and  three  large  steamers  which 
plied  the  upper  lakes.  Her  grandfather,  Cap- 
tain Charles  Shepard,  was  also  a  master  lake 
mariner,  and  the  two  made  the  familv  name 


a  familiar  and  honored  one  in  the  great  lakes. 
In  1882  the  father  abandoned  the  northwest- 
ern waters  for  the  lands  of  Texas,  buying  a 
ranch  near  San  Antonio,  upon  which  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  in  1909,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Elijah  Hart,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
later  became  an  Ohio  farmer  at  Geneva, 
where  she  was  born. 

Gertrude  Shepard  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  she  went  with  her  parents  to  the  ranch 
near  San  Antonio  and  completed  her  educa- 
tion at  the  Ladies'  Seminary  of  Austin.  It 
was  there,  upon  her  father's  extensive  sheep 
ranch,  that  she  was  married,  in  1886.  to  Josiah 
H.  King,  then  captain  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry 
of  the  United  States  army.  He  was  a  native 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  saw  continuous 
service  of  many  years'  duration  at  various 
points  in  Texas  and  the  west.  The  three  years 
previous  to  his  retirement  in  1891  were  spent 
at  Fort  Keogh,  Montana. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  her  husband  from 
the  army,  Mrs.  King  removed  to  Geneva, 
Ohio,  and  soon  afterward  was  matriculated 
in  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College  of  Cleve- 
land, from  which  she  graduated  with  the  cus- 
tomary professional  degree  in  1902.  That 
city  was  the  field  of  the  first  four  years  of 
her  practice,  the  intervening  period  to  the 
present  having  been  spent  as  a  progressive 
member  of  her  profession  at  Painesville.  Her 
residence  is  the  old  Page  homestead  on  South 
street  (  where  she  is  conducting  a  private  sani- 
tarium for  women),  one  of  the  handsome 
houses  of  the  city,  to  which  the  atmosphere  of 
the  early  times  still  clings.  Captain  King  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Mary,  Shepard  and  Alfred,  who  are  alive,  and 
Sarah,  who  died  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  twelve. 

Martin  Adams  Tuttle.  —  Painesville  and 
Lake  county  have  always  been  Republican 
strongholds  in  the  Western  Reserve,  notwith- 
standing which,  Martin  A.  Tuttle,  for  years 
a  strong  Democrat,  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  city  solicitor — a  fact  which  consti- 
tutes a  tribute  to  his  professional  and  personal 
character.  Previous  to  assuming  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  1898.  he  had  made  a  fine  record 
as  an  educator,  especially  as  an  organizer  of 
township  schools,  and  the  later  portion  of  his 
career  as  a  lawyer  has  been  signalized  by  his 
stanch  advocacy  of  local  option.  Mr.  Tuttle 
enjoys  the  advantages  both  of  pronounced  in- 
dividual ability  and  of  fine  family  connections 
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as  regards  the  founding  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve as  the  source  of  much  of  the  strong  and 
progressive  character  which  has  always  at- 
tached to  Ohio  as  a  member  of  the  Union. 
His  earliest  American  ancestors  were  drawn 
from  England  and  genealogically  connected 
with  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Governor  English,  of  Connect- 
icut. His  great-grandfather,  Joseph,  brought 
his  family  from  the  old  Bay  State  to  Palmyra, 
Portage  county,  in  1807,  his  overland  journey 
taking  him  through  Painesville,  which  then 
contained  little  more  than  two  frame  houses 
and  "The  Little  Red  Tavern."  The  great- 
grandparents  afterward  returned  to  New 
York,  where  they  died,  but  Joseph,  the  grand- 
father, when  far  advanced  in  years,  located 
on  a  farm  in  Concord  township,  Lake  county, 
reestablished  the  family  in  the  before  named 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  where  he  died 
in  1884,  a  man  of  comfortable  means  and  an 
earnest,  outspoken  radical  on  the  anti-slavery 
side  of  politics.  His  son,  Grandison  Newell 
Tuttle,  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  Con- 
cord township,  which  was  his  birthplace  March 
20,  1837.  After  obtaining  a  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  neighborhood  district  school  and 
at  Orwell  Academy,  he  taught  for  a  number 
of  years  and  then  commenced  the  study  of  law, 
graduating  in  1862  from  the  Union  Law  Col- 
lege, Cleveland,  and  commencing  practice  at 
Willoughby,  Lake  county,  where  he  resided 
until  1869,  when  he  moved  to  Painesville  to 
occupy  the  probate  judgeship.  He  continued 
thus  for  two  terms,  and  has  made  a  note- 
worthy record  as  an  independent  politician, 
an  advocate  of  Prohibition,  and  a  Democrat 
of  the  Bryan  school.  (The  details  of  his  life 
and  work  will  be  found  incorporated  in  a  sep- 
arate biography,  published  elsewhere.) 

Martin  Adams  Tuttle  was  born  at  Wil- 
loughby, Lake  county,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Judge  Grandison  N.  and 
Elizabeth  A.  (Wilder)  Tuttle,  who  is  de- 
scended from  an  old  New  England  family, 
born  at  Vernon,  New  York,  February  27, 
1834.  A  few  months  after  his  birth,  the 
family  moved  to  Painesville,  that  the  father 
might  assume  the  duties  of  probate  judge,  and 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  the  boy  was 
trained  in  the  elementary  branches.  In  1888 
he  graduated  from  the  local  high  school ;  com- 
pleted his  course  in  Adelbert  College  of  the 
Western  Reserve  University  in  1892,  and  spent 
the  succeeding  year  in  studying  law  with  his 
father.  In  the  fall  of  1893  Mr.^Tuttle  entered 
the  sophomore  class  of  the  Western  Reserve 


Law  School,  and  during  that  year  not  only  con- 
tinued his  law  course,  but  carried  on  post- 
graduate studies  at  Adelbert  College,  in  his- 
tory, economics  and  philosophy.  In  June, 
1894,  he  was  granted  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  and  also  passed  the  state  bar  examination 
at  Columbus  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  courts  of  Ohio.  In  the  summer  of  1894 
Mr.  Tuttle  accepted  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  schools  for  Painesville  township, 
and  as  the  work  occupied  but  a  portion  of  his 
time,  in  the  fall  of  1895  ne  assumed  the 
superintendency  of  the  Willoughby  township 
schools,  carrying  along  the  duties  of  his  dual 
office  until  June,  1898.  His  work  in  the  town- 
ship schools  was  largely  along  the  lines  of 
systematic  organization,  in  which  educational 
specialty  Mr.  Tuttle  so  proved  his  practical 
ability  that  largely  through  the  result  of  his 
labors  every  township  in  the  county  adopted 
similar  plans  of  reorganization.  For  several 
years  he  also  served  as  member  and  secretary 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Painesville  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  has  been  a  continuous  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Painesville  Hospital 
Association. 

In  June,  1898,  Mr.  Tuttle  withdrew  from  his 
official  connection  with  the  township  schools 
and  has  since  given  the  bulk  of  his  attention 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  although  at 
one  time  he  had  quite  an  interest  in  a  local 
business  embracing  insurance,  abstract  and 
real  estate  matters.  Previous  to  1896  he  had 
been  independent  in  politics,  but  in  that  year 
became  an  ardent  supporter  of  William  J. 
Bryan,  and  has  since  acted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  national  political  issues.  Al- 
though his  county  and  legislative  district  is 
overwhelmingly  Republican,  he  has  frequently 
consented  to  become  a  candidate  for  various 
offices  on  the  p%rty  ticket,  and  in  the  case  of 
the  city  solicitorship  of  Painesville  his  earnest- 
ness, ability  and  strong  personal  popularity- 
have  carried  him  into  office  and  maintained 
him  there,  despite  the  general  status  of  poli- 
tics. In  1903,  after  a  very  heated  campaign, 
he  was  elected  to  that  office  on  a  non-partisan 
ticket,  and  has  since  been  twice  returned  with- 
out opposition,  although  Painesville  is  nor- 
mally Republican  bv  a  majority  of  two  to  one. 
In  1908  Mr.  Tuttle  demonstrated  his  moral 
bravery  and  sturdiness  by  taking  a  most  active 
part  in  the  advocacy  of  local  option  in  Lake 
county,  in  this  being  an  able  assistant  of 
Judge  Tuttle,  his  independent  and  respected 
father. 
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On  September  3,  1902,  Mr.  Tuttle  married, 
at  Painesville,  Miss  Florence  Abigail  Allen,  a 
graduate  of  the  city  high  school  and  later  a 
student  at  Lake  Erie  College.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  W.  and  Tamzin  M.  (Church- 
ward )  Allen,  of  Painesville,  her  father  dying 
in  1891  and  her  mother  being  still  a  resident 
of  that  city.  The  Allen  family  came  to  Ohio 
from  Rutland,  Vermont,  and  has  among  its 
historic  ancestors  General  Ethan  Allen.  The 
maternal  family  of  Churchwards  is  of  English 
origin  and  was  transplanted  from  Devonshire 
to  the  Western  Reserve  about  1830.  Mrs. 
Turtle's  great  -  grandfather,  Harvey  Wood- 
worth,  was  twice  treasurer  of  the  Lake  county, 
being  well  known  at  Painesville  as  an  early- 
day  contractor  and  builder  of  the  old  court 
house,  the  jail,  National  Bank  building  and 
several  of  the  old-time  business  blocks.  Mr. 
Woodworth  was  also  widely  known  through- 
out the  county  for  his  liberality  and  public 
spirit,  being  remembered  with  special  grati- 
tude for  his  part  in  the  erection  of  the  sol- 
diers' monument  at  Painesville.  to  which  he 
contributed  a  large  portion  of  the  funds.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Martin  A.  Tuttle  have  become  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Margaret 
Acenath,  born  November  21.  1903;  Charlotte 
Irene,  born  May  II,  1905;  and  Allen  Grandi- 
son  Tuttle,  born  June  14,  1907,  all  natives  of 
Painesville. 

Adam  C.  Williams. — Among  the  large  and 
successful  industrial  enterprises  of  the  city  of 
Ravenna,  the  judicial  center  of  Portage  county, 
is  that  conducted  under  the  title  of  the  A.  C. 
Williams  Company,  and  of  this  manufactur- 
ing corporation,  which  contributes  its  quota 
to  the  commercial  prestige  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, Adam  C.  Williams  is  president  and 
manager.  To  his  initiative  talent,  well  di- 
rected efforts  and  progressive  policy  has  been 
essentially  due  the  upbuilding  of  the  fine  enter- 
prise, and  he  merits  consideration  in  this  pub- 
lication as  one  of  the  representative  business 
men  of  that  favored  section  known  as  the 
Western  Reserve. 

Adam  Clark  Williams  was  born  at  Chagrin 
Falls,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  22d  of 
January,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and 
Fanny  (Tenny)  Williams,  both  natives  of 
Monroe  county,  New  York,  where  they  were 
reared  and  educated,  and  where  their  mar- 
riage was  solemnized.  John  Wesley  Williams 
was  a  son  of  Rev.  Benajah  and  Jerusha 
(Smith)  Williams,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives   of    Connecticut    and    representatives   of 


families  founded  in  America  in  the  colonial 
era  of  our  national  history.  Rev.  Benajah 
Williams  was  a  devoted  worker  as  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  served  as  presiding  elder  of  his  dis- 
trict in  Monroe  county  New  York,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  1841  he  removed  to  Chagrin 
Falls,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  retired  during  his 
declining  years,  and  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  continued  to  reside  until  their  death,  se- 
cure in  the  veneration  and  affection  of  all  who 
came  within  the  sphere  of  their  kindly  influ- 
ence. John  W.  Williams  and  his  wife  came 
to  Ohio  in  the  same  year  as  did  his  honored 
father,  and  in  1844  he  established  himself  in 
the  foundry  business  in  Chagrin  Falls.  The 
enterprise  to  which  he  thus  gave  inception 
figures  as  the  foundation  of  the  successful  in- 
dustrial concern  of  which  Adam  C.  Williams 
of  this  sketch  is  now  the  head.  The  father 
continued  to  be  identified  with  this  line  of 
manufacturing  in  Chagrin  Falls  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1886,  and  his 
wife  died  in  Cleveland  in  the  following  Janu- 
ary. They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, concerning  whom  are  the  following  brief 
data:  Frances  S..  who  became  the  wife  of 
Edward  Whipple,  died  in  i860;  Mary  D.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Francis  A.  Smith,  died 
about  1863;  John  W.,  Jr.,  died  in  1866;  Adam 
C,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth ;  and  Helen  E.  is  the  wife  of  Harry  L. 
Cole,  of  Ravenna.  The  parents  were  both  de- 
voted members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  In  politics  the  father  gave  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party,  and  as  a  citi- 
zen and  business  man  he  was  loyal  and  public- 
spirited,  while  he  so  ordered  his  course  as  to 
ever  command  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

Adam  C.  Williams  gained  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
but  while  still  a  boy  he  identified  himself  with 
the  practical  affairs  of  business,  in  which  he 
made  good  use  of  his  experience  and  advan- 
tages, and  his  education  has  been  broadened 
and  matured  through  association  with  men 
and  affairs  during  the  course  of  a  long  and 
signally  active  business  career.  When  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  found  employment 
in  the  office  of  his  father's  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment, with  whose  operation  he  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  as  an  employe  until 
1872,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty- four  years, 
he  was  admitted  by  his  father  to  a  copartner- 
ship in  the  business,  which  at  that  time  was 
devoted  principally  to  the  manufacturing  of 
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wagon  skeins.  After  the  death  of  his  honored 
father,  Mr.  Williams  became  sole  owner  of 
the  business,  which  he  continued  along-  the 
original  lines  until  the  factory  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  in  1889.  The  plant  was  promptly  re- 
built, its  equipment  was  greatly  improved  and 
its  functions  amplified,  but  in  1892  disaster, 
through  the  same  element  of  fire,  again  over- 
took the  enterprise,  with  virtually  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  factory.  In  the  following 
year,  appreciative  of  the  advantages  offered 
in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  Mr.  Williams  removed 
from  Chagrin  Falls  to  this  place  and  here 
erected  a  large  and  modern  plant,  whose  facili- 
ties are  of  the  best  type  in  all  departments. 
The  enterprise  has  been  practically  revolu- 
tionized and  is  now  one  of  wide  scope  and  im- 
portance. The  plant  is  given  over  largely  to 
the  manufacturing  of  specialties  in  the  line  of 
house  furnishings,  hardware  specialties  and 
iron  toys,  and  each  season  has  seen  a  dis- 
tinctive advance  in  the  variety  and  extent  of 
the  output.  The  products  of  the  establishment 
now  found  sale  in  the  most  diverse  sections  of 
the  civilized  world,  and  thus  the  name  and 
fame  of  Ravenna  are  signally  promoted.  In 
1905.  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  rap- 
idly expanding  business,  the  enterprise  was 
changed  from  one  of  individual  control,  by 
the  organization  and  incorporation  of  a  stock 
company,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  Mr. 
Williams  has  since  been  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  company;  his  only  son,  John 
W..  is  vice-president  and  secretary ;  his  son- 
in-law,  James  H.  Bigelow,  is  assistant  man- 
ager and  treasurer ;  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Harry  L.  Cole,  is  superintendent  of  the  fac- 
tory. The  stock  of  the  concern  is  practically 
all  held  in  possession  of  the  family. 

In  his  native  city  of  Chagrin  Falls  it  was 
given  Mr.  Williams  to  gain  marked  precedence 
as  a  loyal  citizen  and  leading  business  man, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  the  office 
of  mayor,  of  which  he  was  incumbent  for  two 
terms,  in  addition  to  which  he  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  city  council  for  nine  years.  He 
has  ever  been  arrayed  as  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party.  In  the 
Masonic  fraternity  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
lodge  and  chapter  in  Ravenna,  the  command- 
ery  of  Knights  Templar  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, and  the  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, in  which  latter  branch  of  the  fraternity 
he  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  auxiliary  organ- 
ization, the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  No- 


bles of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in  which  his  affil- 
iation is  with  Al  Koran  Temple,  of  Cleveland. 
On  the  1st  of  December,  1866,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Williams  to  Miss 
Jennie  F.  Willey,  who  likewise  was  a  native 
of  Chagrin  Falls,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Polly  (Smith)  Willey.  She  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  October,  1906, 
and  is  survived  by  two  children :  Mary  Helen, 
who  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Bigelow,  of  Ra- 
venna ;  and  John  W.,  who  is  vice-president 
and  secretary  of  the  A.  C.  Williams  Company, 
as  has  already  been  noted.  He  is  also  a  di- 
rector and  vice-president  of  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank.  In  June,  1907,  Mr.  Williams  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Daisy  R.  (Reed) 
Blair,  widow  of  Frederick  Blair,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Gustavus  and  Caroline  L.  (Buck)  Reed, 
natives  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  sterling  pioneer  families  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  Mrs.  Williams  has  two 
children  by  her  first  marriage :  Lawrence  R. 
and  Reed  C.  Blair,  both  of  Ravenna. 

Sidney  George  Hill. — A  systematic  and 
thorough-going  agriculturist  of  Monroe  town- 
ship, Sidney  G.  Hill  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  after  the  most  approved  modern 
methods,  everything  about  his  premises  indi- 
cating the  existence  of  cultivated  tastes  and 
ample  means.  A  son  of  Chauncey  Hill,  he  was 
born.  August  18.  1864,  in  Monroe  township, 
Ashtabula  county,  in  the  house  where  he  now 
resides,  coming  from  pioneer  ancestry.  His 
grandfather,  John  E.  Hill,  was  a  son  of  Al- 
meron  C.  Hill,  who  was  born  August  12,  1782, 
and  migrated  to  Ohio  in  early  life,  becoming  a 
pioneer  of  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  was 
known  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  county 
as  "Hunter"  Hill.  A  further  account  of  him 
may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work,  in 
connection  with  the  sketch  of  William  W.  Hill. 

John  E.  Hill  was  born  September  18,  1805, 
in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  Reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  he  was  employed  as  a  farm 
laborer  until  becoming  of  age,  when  he  began 
learning-  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  Kelloggs- 
ville,  Ashtabula  county.  In  1852  he  made  two 
trips  to  Pike's  Peak,  but  was  ^  afterwards  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Monroe  township,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1882.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Emma  Deyoe,  was  born  in 
1807,  and  died  April  9,  1889.  They  reared  six 
children,  as  follows :  Chauncey,  father  of  Sid- 
ney G. :  Lucius,  who  married  Mrs.  Watrous 
Cartright,  was  born  March  14,  1834,  in  Ash- 
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tabula  county,  and  died,  November  18,  1892, 
in  Monroe  township ;  Hamilton,  born  August 
29,  1837,  died  January  21,  1870,  at  sea,  and 
was  buried  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina ; 
Lucia,  born  May  6,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  Chester 
Felch,  of  Rhode  Island;  Sidney,  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1843,  died  November,  1861,  and  is 
buried  in  Monroe  township ;  and  Leslie,  of 
Monroe  township,  born  January  26,  1850,  is 
employed  on  the  Great  Lakes  as  a  marine  engi- 
neer. 

Chauncey  Hill,  born  December  26,  1829,  was 
educated  in  the  Kelloggsville  schools,  and  as 
a  lad  assisted  his  father  in  the  pioneer  labor  of 
redeeming  a  homestead  from  the  primeval 
forest.  He  subsequently  purchased  land,  and 
was  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  dairying  until  his  retirement  from  active 
business.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
served  as  school  director  four  years.  He  was 
formerly  a  Granger,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
belonged  to  the  State  Police.  He  is  an  in- 
fluential and  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  which  he  served  as  steward 
thirty-seven  years,  and  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  for  a  long  time.  In  1907  he  was  a  dele- 
gate from  his  church  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, which  met  in  Cleveland.  On  September 
11,  1853,  he  married  Mary  Torrey,  who  was 
born  January  11,  1834,  and  died  September  7, 
1906,  leaving  three  children,  namely :  Harmon 
J.,  born  October  3,  1854,  lives  in  the  west ;  Sid- 
ney, the  special  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Dora  L.,  born  December  5,  1868,  is  the  wife 
of  I.  B.  Clark,  of  East  Conneaut,  Ashtabula 
county. 

Having  completed  his  early  education,  Sid- 
ney G.  Hill  was  well  trained  in  the  various 
branches  of  agriculture  while  working  with 
his  father.  Finding  the  occupation  pleasant 
and  profitable,  he  has  continued  thus  occupied 
during  his  entire  career.  He  has  a  well  im- 
proved farm  of  115  acres,  on  which  he  is  carry- 
ing on  general  farming  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. For  a  number  of  years  he  paid  a  good 
deal  of  attention  to  dairying,  keeping  Jersey 
stock. 

Mr.  Hill  married  June  26,  1895,  Minnie 
Dean,  a  daughter  of  Chauncy  and  Calista 
(Miles)  Dean,  of  whom  a  brief  account  may  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this- volume.  She  was  born 
October  24.  1862.  and  received  a  practical  com- 
mon education  in  her  native  town.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill, 
namely:  Florence,'  born  October  4,  1896;  Wal- 
ter, born  July  7,  1901 ';  and  Edna,  born  October 


26,  1903.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hill  is  a  Master 
Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill 
are  members  of  the  Grange,  and  Mrs.  Hill  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Wynne  S.  Smith,  a  successful  photog- 
rapher of  Painesville.  was  born  at  Kirkwood, 
W'arren  county,  Illinois,  and  is  the  son  of  Asa- 
hel  Grattan  and  Alma  Jane  (Huntoon)  Smith, 
the  former  a  teacher  of  vocal  music  and  a 
singer  of  considerable  prominence  in  local  cir- 
cles. W.  S.  Smith  came  to  Painesville  with 
his  parents  when  five  years  of  age,  and  there 
attended  the  public  schools ;  he  started  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  to  learn  photography, 
and  has  since  followed  this  occupation,  having 
been  independently  established  in  business  in 
Painesville  for  twenty-six  years.  He  takes  a 
great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and 
gives  his  time  and  efforts  toward  advance- 
ment and  improvement.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  council,  at  large :  some  time 
ago  he  served  one  term,  and  after  a  lapse 
served  another  term,  since  which  he  has  been 
re-elected.  He  is  chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee. In  political  views  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  well-known  Smith 
Quartette,  who  for  several  years  sang  in  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years 
in  the  Congregational  church,  of  Painesville ; 
they  have  sung  at  over  seven  hundred  funerals. 
The  present  members  of  the  quartette  are: 
F.  P.  Pratt :  his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Es- 
tella  Smith  ;  her  sister,  Anna  Gertrude  (Smith) 
Barto,  wife  of  the  county  clerk,  and  Wynne  S. 
Smith.  When  first  organized,  the  quartette 
were :  Asahel  G.  Smith,  his  wife  and  children, 
all  fine  singers.  The  father  was  a  bass  singer 
of  considerable  ability,  and  well  known. 

W.  S.  Smith  married,  in  1892,  Jessie  Bun- 
nell, and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  sons, 
namely:   Harold,  Sterling  and  Julian. 

Edgak  L.  Williams,  engineer  at  the  city 
electric  light  plant  of  Painesville,  was  born  in 
that  citv,  Mav  10,  1869;  he  is  the  son  of 
D.  E.  and  Helen  (  Larned)  Williams.  D.  E. 
Williams  was  born  in  Leroy  township,  Lake 
county,  in  1835,  his  parents  having  removed  to 
that  location  from  Massachusetts,  about  1820. 
He  carried  on  a  farm  at  his  native  place  until 
1892.  when  he  removed  to  Painesville,  where 
he  died  in  1908. 

After  spending  his  boyhood  on  his  father's 
farm,  Edgar  L.  Williams  became  an  engineer. 
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and  in  1893  became  employed  by  the  Commer- 
cial Light  &  Power  Company,  where  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  engine  and  the  dynamos ; 
after  spending  fourteen  years  with  that  com- 
pany, he  entered  the  employ  of  the  city,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  He  is  well  informed 
along  the  line  of  his  chosen  work,  and  well 
fitted  for  his  position.  Mr.  Williams  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge, 
commandery  and  Lake  Erie  Consistory  of  the 
Valley  of  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Williams  married,  December  8,  1904, 
Maud,  daughter  of  Wright  S.  and  Sarah 
(Bosworth)  Stacy,  of  Painesville.  Mr.  Stacy 
was  born  in  Ontario  county,  New  York, 
August  21,  1 83 1,  and  came  to  Painesville  in 
1865 ;  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile 
house  of  Tisdale  &  Martin,  and  later  spent 
fifteen  years  in  the  same  business  on  his  own 
account,  retiring  in  1904.  His  family  lived 
since  1870  in  the  old  homestead  on  Mentor 
avenue,  where  Mrs.  Williams  was  born,  and 
which  has  always  been  her  home,  as  she  and 
her  husband  now  reside  in  it.  She  is  an  only 
child.  Her  mother  died  eight  years  ago.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  have  no  children. 

Anthony  Xieding,  a  prominent  attorney 
of  Elyria,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Elyria  town- 
ship, August  2,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Neufer)  Nieding,  the  former 
now  sixty-one  years  of  age  and  the  latter 
fifty-four.  Henry  Nieding  has  followed  farm- 
ing all  his  life  and  now  owns  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  Ridgeville  township.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Disciples  church.  He  came 
to  America  with  his  parents,  who  settled  near 
Oak  Point,  Black  River  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  his  father  died  in  1889,  and  his 
mother  within  a  week.  Elizabeth  Neufer  was 
born  in  Michigan,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George 
Neufer,  born  in  Germany,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  served  in  the  Civil  war. 

Anthony  Nieding  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  and  later  attended 
Baldwin  College,  and  spent  two  years  in  the 
Cleveland  Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  June  12,  1903,  and  then  engaged  in 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Elyria, 
since  which  he  has  continued  with  flattering 
success.  He  is  an  able  lawyer,  and  has  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  clients.  Mr. 
Nieding  is  well  informed  on  all  the  leading 
topics  of  the  day,  has  taken  advantage  of  his 
opportunities  for  education  and  culture.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  and  a 


member  of  the  county  central  committee.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Order  of  Eagles.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Elyria,  and  takes  an  interest 
in  the  business  progress  of  the  city.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Lorain  County  Bar  As- 
sociation. Mr.  Nieding  became  identified  with 
the  Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society  in 
1 90 1,  when  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
organization,  in  which  post  he  has  since  served 
continually.  During  this  time  they  have  paid 
off  over  nine  thousand  dollars  indebtedness. 

Mr.  Xieding  married  Grace  B.,  daughter 
of  George  P.  and  Lois  A.  (Mathison)  Bab- 
cock,  of  Lorain  county.  Her  parents  removed 
to  New  Jersey,  where  Mr.  Babcock  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  States  government, 
and  there  he  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years.  He  was  originally  from  New  Lon- 
don. Connecticut.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nieding 
one  daughter  was  born,  Lois  E.,  June  14,  1905. 

John  Kaiser,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  has  made  a 
name  for  himself  as  a  general  contractor  and 
builder  in  this  locality.  Mr.  Kaiser  is  a  native 
of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Dover  township, 
Cuyahoga  county,  April  2,  1862,  son  of  An- 
tone  and  Catherine  (Werch)  Kaiser,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Canada,  the  latter  of  Germany 
— both  now  deceased.  Moving  from  Dover 
township  in  1872.  the  Kaiser  family  lived  suc- 
cessively in  Wood  county,  Dayton,  Cleveland 
and  Cincinnati,  and  in  these  places  John's 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed.  At  an  early 
age  he  began  to  learn  his  trade ;  he  worked 
at  different  places,  under  different  contractors, 
and  thus  had  greater  opportunity  for  better 
insight  into  the  business  than  had  he  remained 
at  one  place.  At  Dayton  he  was  with  John 
Ranor  &  Co.  for  nearly  ten  years,  three  years 
of  which  time  he  was  foreman,  and  he  was 
connected  with  the  work  of  building  the  Barry 
&•  Smith  Car  Works  of  that  city,  the  Spring- 
field College,  and  the  court  houses  at  Tiffin, 
Sidney  and  Columbus.  After  going  to  Cin- 
cinnati, he  worked  as  a  stair  builder,  and  there, 
in  1889,  he  engaged  in  a  contracting  business 
for  himself.  He  completed  a  large  addition 
to  the  University  of  Ohio;  he  put  up  a  big 
block  on  Walnut  Hills,  and  he  built  about  forty- 
other  houses  in  Cincinnati  and  vicinity.  In 
April,  1898,  he  came  to  Elyria.  Here,  until 
1905.  he  was  engaged  in  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  John  Kaiser  &  Bro.  Then  the 
John  Kaiser  Company  was  organized  and  in- 
corporated,  with   John    Kaiser  president   and 
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L.  P.  Kaiser  secretary  and  treasurer,  with  ca- 
pacity for  handling  large  contracts.  During 
his  residence  in  Elyria,  Mr.  Kaiser  has  been 
identified  with  the  building  of  nearly  all  of 
the  best  work  in  the  town,  including  numer- 
ous residences  and  other  buildings,  and  the 
contracts  of  his  firm  in  other  towns  have  been 
no  small  feature  of  the  business,  among  them 
being  three  churches  in  Lorain. 

June  17,  1889,  Mr.  Kaiser  married  Miss 
Mary  O'Connor,  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  and  to 
them  have  been  given  eight  children :  Bes- 
sie, wife  of  Norman  Terrill ;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Frank  Rockwood ;  Charles;  Andrew, 
deceased ;  Mary,  Harry,  Ernestine,  and  George 
— all  of  Elyria.  The  family  are  identified  with 
St.  Mary's  parish,  and  Mr.  Kaiser  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  has  for 
years  had  membership  in  the  Builders'  Ex- 
change, of  which,  in  1908,  he  was  elected 
president.  As  a  substantial  business  man  and 
a  representative  citizen,  John  Kaiser  occupies 
a  place  among  the  front  ranks. 

David  L.  Bailey,  the  sterling  pioneer  citizen 
and  widely  known  livestock  raiser  of  Madison 
township,  Lake  county,  is  a  most  honored  rep- 
resentative of  a  family  which  assisted  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial prosperity  of  the  Western  Reserve  in  the 
early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Quite 
naturally,  its  members  had  migrated  from  Con- 
necticut, virtually  the  mother  of  that  section 
of  the  northwest  territory.  Mr.  Bailey  is  a 
native  of  Madison  township ;  was  born  'April 
3,  1828,  and  occupies  the  same  house  in  which 
he  first  saw  the  light  of  this  busy  world.  He 
has  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native  county, 
and  is  a  venerable  citizen  who  has  so  guided 
his  day's  work  as  to  retain  at  all  times  the  un- 
qualified esteem  of  his  fellows. 

The  parents,  David  and  Maria  (Latham) 
Bailey,  were  born  at  Groton,  New  London 
county,  Connecticut,  where  their  marriage  was 
solemnized  and  where  the  respective  families 
were  founded  in  the  colonial  days.  The  father 
was  reared  to  maturity  in  his  native  place  and 
when  twenty  years  of  age  journeyed  to  the 
West  Indies  to  assume  the  position  of  overseer 
of  a  large  plantation  there  owned  by  a  Connec- 
ticut man.  In  this  work,  as  well  as  in  the  build- 
ing, of  river  boats,  he  was  engaged  for  thirteen 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Connecticut  and 
soon  afterward,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  took 
unto  himself  a  wife.  Not  long  after  that  event, 
in  1818,  he  brought  his  bride  to  Geauga  county, 


Ohio,  (afterward  when  the  county  was  divided 
he  lived  in  Lake  county) — whither  his 
brothers,  Gurdon  and  Frank,  had  preceded 
him.  The  Western  Reserve  was  the  scene  of 
their  subsequent  activities,  and  as  pioneer 
farmers  and  manufacturers  they  materially  as- 
sisted in- the  development  of  both  Ashtabula 
and  Lake  counties,  the  record  of  David  Bailey 
being  a  vital  part  of  the  history  of  Lake  county 
during  the  struggling  times  of  its  pioneers. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve, the  latter  purchased  about  360  acres  of 
land,  the  major  portion  of  which  was  in  Madi- 
son township,  Lake  county.  Although  his  land 
was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  during,  the 
forty  years  of  his  life,  which  remained  to  him, 
he  cleared  much  of  it  and  placed  it  under  effec- 
tive cultivation.  Several  times,  during  the  first 
years  of  his  residence,  he  made  the  round  trip 
between  the  Western  Reserve  and  Connecticut, 
and  finally  sold  his  good  team  of  horses  for 
use  on  one  of  the  first  stage  lines  established  in 
this  section  of  Ohio.  In  addition  to  reclaiming 
his  farm  and  making  excellent  improvements 
thereon,  including  the  erection  of  the  house 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  as  early  as  1834  he 
owned  and  operated  a  grist  and  saw  mill  at 
what  is  known  as  Upper  Hollow,  less  than  half 
a  mile  distant  from  his  homestead.  He  also 
manifested  his  progressive  spirit  by  installing 
the  first  carding  machine  in  this  section  of  the 
Reserve,  as  well  as  looms  and  dressing  ma- 
chines. The  house  mentioned  as  the  residence 
of  both  father  and  son  was  built  according  to 
the  honest  standards  and  with  the  sound  ma- 
terials of  those  times  by  the  brothers  of  David 
Bailey  who  had  preceded  him  to  the  Reserve. 
They  were  such  competent  carpenters  that, 
with  ordinary  repairs,  the  house  is  still  com- 
fortable and  comely  and  its  framework  as 
sound  as  ever.  This  landmark  of  the  region 
stands  near  Grand  river  and  commands  an  at- 
tractive view  of  the  valley.  Here  died  the 
energetic  and  beloved  father  in  1858,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years,  and  also  his  wife  who 
survived  him  nearly  half  a  century,  being  sum- 
moned to  the  Beyond  in  1892,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  At  her  decease  she 
had  lived  on  the  old  homestead  for  a  period  of 
seventy-four  years.  Both  parents  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

When  David  L.  Bailey  was  eighteen  years  of 
age  his  father  placed  him  in  charge  of  the 
home  farm  and  he  is  the  only  survivor  of  the 
following  children :  Julia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years ;  Maria,  who  passed  away  un- 
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married  at  the  age  of  twenty ;  Frances,  who 
became  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Bissell,  and  after  his 
death  married  Anson  Sutherland,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  where  she  died  at  sixty  years  of 
age;  David  L.,  of  this  sketch,  who  was  next 
in  order  of  birth ;  and  Hannah,  who  married 
P.  T.  Safford  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five.     Mr.  Bailey  was  educated  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  old  farm,  with  whose  culti- 
vation and  development  he  has  been  identified 
since  boyhood,  the  family  homestead  now  con- 
sisting of  220  acres.     A  number  of  years  ago 
he  commenced   to   devote  his   attention  more 
particularly  to  the  raising  of  high-grade  live- 
stock, becoming  one  of  the  leading  growers  in 
Lake   county.      He   attained    especially    high 
standing  as  a  breeder  of  registered  short-horn 
cattle  and  of  superior  Delaine  sheep  and  was 
well  known  as  a  dairyman  and  a  cheese  manu- 
facturer.    Apropos  of  his  record  as  a    dairy- 
farmer,  he  believes  he  has  "done  his  share  of 
milking,"  as  he  began  his  services  in  that  line 
when  a  lad  of  six  years  and    continued    his 
labors  in  mature  years  when  he  had  a  fine  dairy 
herd  of  forty  cows.    He  has  maintained  the  old 
homestead   in   the   best   of   condition,   and   on 
every  side  are  unmistakable  evidences  of  good 
management,  thrift  and  taste.    The  farm  is  one 
of  the  model  country  places  of  Lake  county, 
and  Mr.  Bailey  still  gives  it  his  personal  super- 
vision.    In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
but,  although  he  has  served  for  several  terms 
as  township  trustee,  the   faithful  care  of  his 
homestead  and  his  household  has  given  him  no 
time  to  cultivate  politics,  even  if  he  were    so 
inclined.      His   religious   connections  are  with 
the  Congregational  church,  and  every  step  in 
his  life  is  taken  in  accord  with  his  professions. 
In    1861,   more  than   forty-eight  years  ago, 
David  L.  Bailey  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Phrosene  Benjamin,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Madison  township.  Lake  county,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Rebecca   (  Emer- 
son) Benjamin.    Her  natal  day  was  December 
13.  1833,  .-nd  her  parents  were  fine  Massachu- 
setts people  who  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  Bailey  family. 
The  daughter  was  carefully  educated'  and  de- 
veloped into  a  woman  of  true  culture  and  dis- 
position of  rare  strength  and  sweetness.  Before 
her  marriage  October  9,  1861,  she  had  proven 
her  superior  abilities  as  a  teacher,  and  as  a 
bride  she  entered  her  husband's  home  and,  for 
many   years   patiently   and   cheerfully   assisted 
him  in  the  care    of    his    venerable   widowed 
mother.     As  a  devoted   wife  and  mother  she 


spread  the  strength  and  fragrance  of  her  life 
over  nearly  half  a  century,  and  finally  passed 
away  from  a  sorrow-stricken  community  on 
December  12,  1895 — the  highest  type  of  a 
broad,  faithful,  tender  and  noble  Christian 
woman. 

She  was  survived  by  her  bereaved  husband 
and  two  sons — Newton,  a  merchant  of  Madi- 
son, and  Russell  L.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Cincinnati. 

George  Atkin.  —  Worthy  of  note  among 
the  many  thriving  agriculturists  of  Ashtabula 
county  is  George  Atkin,  of  Harpersfield  town- 
ship, the  descendant  of  a  pioneer  settler  of 
this  part  of  Ohio,  and  a  man  of  integrity  and 
honor.  A  son  of  the  late  Elisha  Atkin,  he 
was  born  on  the  parental  farmstead,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1837.  He  comes  of  English  ancestry, 
his  grandfather,  Joseph  Atkin,  having  been 
born  in  England. 

Joseph  Atkin  was  but  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America. 
He  lived  for  a  time  near  the  coast  of  the 
United  States,  but  as  a  young  man  came  to 
Ohio  to  settle  permanently,  being  a  pioneer 
of  Ashtabula  county.  Buying  one  hundred 
acres  of  heavily  timbered  land,  he  began  the 
strenuous  task  of  clearing  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness,  watching  its  gradual  transforma- 
tion from  a  dense  forest  to  a  comfortable 
homestead  with  gratification.  Here  he  con- 
tinued his  occupation  of  a  general  farmer  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  The 
farm  which  he  improved  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  grandson,  Fred  Atkin,  a 
cousin  of  George. 

After  coming  to  Ohio,  Joseph  Atkin  mar- 
ried Lena  Bartholomew,  then  living  with  her 
parents  on  the  South  Ridge,  and  she  survived 
him  two  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  also.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
active  in  its  work.  They  reared  eight  chil- 
dren, namely  :  Elisha  ;  Susanna,  who  married 
Filo  Heeley,  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren; Robert,  who  married  Miss  Bartholo- 
mew, went  to  (  Iregon  for  his  health,  and  died 
in  that  state ;  Major  married  Betsey  Hanks, 
and  moved  West;  Nancy  (Mrs.  Thurber), 
who  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age;  Levi  married 
Persis  Clark,  served  as  a  soldier,  and  died  in 
the  army;  Peter  married  Nancy  Davis,  and 
they  had  two  children;  and  John,  who  mar- 
ried Almira  Stiles,  and  became  the  father  of 
three  children. 

Elisha   Atkin,   a   lifelong   resident   of   Ash- 
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tabula  county,  was  born  on  the  parental  home- 
stead, in  April,  1803,  and  was  reared  among 
pioneer  scenes,  receiving  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  were  afforded  in  the  district 
schools.  Choosing  the  free  and  independent 
occupation  of  his  ancestors,  he  bought  fifty 
acres  of  land  lying  about  a  mile  south  of  his 
father's  estate,  and  began  its  improvement. 
Hard-working,  determined  and  persevering, 
one  who  observed  and  thought  for  himself, 
he  was  quite  successful  in  his  labors,  continu- 
ing as  a  general  farmer  until  his  death.  He 
was  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  but  never 
sought  public  office,  and  in  his  religious  be- 
liefs was  a  Methodist.  To  him  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna  Chapin, 
seven  children  were  born,  namely :  Alvin.  liv- 
ing on  the  town  line,  married  Hannah  Pool, 
and  they  have  three  children ;  Elizabeth  died 
in  childhood;  George,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
sketch  ;  Spencer,  a  merchant  in  Missouri,  mar- 
ried Mary  Lyons;  Lucy,  wife  of  Henry  Brad- 
erd,  of  Harpersfield  township,  has  three  chil- 
dren living,  while  one  child,  Celia,  died  when 
young ;  Horace,  a  resident  of  Geneva,  married 
Pluma  Higley:  and  Fred,  owning  and  occu- 
pying the  homestead  which  his  grandfather, 
Joseph  Atkin.  reclaimed  from  its  pristine  wild- 
ness. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools,  George 
Atkin  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm, 
which  he  assisted  in  improving.  Soon  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B.  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  for  three  years  and  eleven 
months.  He  took  part  in  many  battles  of  im- 
portance, serving  first  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  later  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see, under  General  Sherman.  He  was  sick  a 
part  of  the  time  while  in  service,  was  captured 
by  the  enemy,  confined  a  prisoner  in  Lynch- 
burg, and  at  Belle  Isle,  for  three  months,  but 
was  never  wounded.  Returning  home,  he  re- 
sumed the  management  of  the  land  he  then 
owned,  but  subsequently  sold  that  property, 
and  about  a  half  mile  west  to  his  present  farm 
of  fourteen  acres.  Inheriting  the  political 
views  of  his  father.  Mr.  Atkin  is  a  steadfast 
and  loyal  Republican,  and  has  served  as  town- 
ship supervisor  several  terms,  and  as  town- 
ship trustee  one  term.  He  is  not  a  member 
of  any  church,  but  contributes  towards  the 
support  of  religious  organizations. 

Mr  \tkin  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years.  Emilie  Hoeg,  who  is  three  years 
younger  than  he.  and  thev  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:    Frank,  a  well-known 


blacksmith  of  Ashtabula,  married  Irene  Har- 
vey, and  has  two  children ;  Bert  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years,  in  1897,  0I  typhoid 
pneumonia;  and  Clara,  wife'of  Ford  Holden, 
of  Geneva,  has  one  child.  Mr.  Atkin  is  not  a 
member  of  any  fraternal  society,  but  belongs 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  takes 
great  interest  in  promoting  its  interests. 

Eugene  E.  Cook. — Noteworthy  among  the 
progressive  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Ashtabula  county  is  Eugene  E.  Cook,  of  Say- 
brook  township,  a  citizen  of  worth  and  promi- 
nence, who  has  ever  evinced  a  warm  interest 
in  local  progress  and  improvements,  and  while 
advancing  his  own  prosperity  has  aided  the 
growth  of  town  and  county.  A  life-long  resi- 
dent of  Ashtabula  county,  he  was  born  May 
24,  1852,  a  son  of  Silas  and  Mary  (Palmer) 
Cook,  who  came  to  this  part  of  Ohio  from 
New  York  state  in  1835.  His  father,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  was  born  July  7,  1810,  and  died 
July  5,  1877.  His  mother  was  born  July  3, 
1816,  and  died  January,  1892.  They  had  six- 
teen children,  twelve  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. 

The  thirteenth  child  of  his  parents,  Eugene 
E.  Cook  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
district  school,  completing  it  at  the  Grand 
River  Institute.  After  teaching  school  eight 
years,  Mr.  Cook  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania.  Youngstown  and  Ashtabula 
Railroad  Company,  serving  four  years  as 
brakeman  and  three  years  as  conductor  of  a 
train.  Locating  then  in  Ashtabula,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  grocery  business,  which 
he  continued  six  years,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  seek  some  other  occupation, 
and  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  'Woodland 
Beach  Park,  a  popular  summer  resort.  Sub- 
sequently, after  living  for  some  time  on  a  farm 
in  Saybrook,  Mr.  Cook  bought  his  present  fine 
estate  of  147  acres,  taking  possession  of  it  in 
1893.  He  has  here  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing, some  of  the  time  keeping  an  extensive 
dairy,  and  at  other  times  raising  sheep.  He 
has  made  improvements  of  value,  and  has 
added  all  the  modern  appliances,  machinery 
and  equipments  to  be  found  on  an  up-to-date 
farm.  He  has  an  800-feet  gas  well  on  his 
place,  which  he  utilizes  in  many  ways,  doing 
much  work  with  his  gas  engine.  For  the  past 
three  years  Mr.  Cook  has  rented  his  land,  but 
still  resides  on  his  farm. 

(  >n  April  30.  1877.  Mr.  Cook  married  Sybil 
Scoville,  who  taught  school  three  years  prior 
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to  her  marriage.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Captain  William  X.  and  Sarah  (Strong.) 
Scoville,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  Janu- 
ary 4,  18 1 5,  at  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  mi- 
grated to  Ohio  in  1830,  and  died  November  20, 
1881,  while  the  latter,  born  June  24,  1820,  in 
Saybrook,  (  thin,  died  April  30,  1907.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook,  namely :  Raymond  P.,  born 
May  5.  1878;  Clifford,  born  in  1879.  died  in 
infancy;  Lester  L.,  born  October  13,  1880, 
taught  school  a  number  of  terms,  and  is  now 
an  engineer  on  the  Ashtabula  docks ;  Clive, 
born  in  1883;  Percy  E.,  born  June  9,  1888, 
was  graduated  from  the  Geneva  high  school, 
and  is  now  in  Purdue  College,  studying  for 
an  electrical  engineer;  Bessie  R.,  born  May  30, 
1889;  Myrl  S."  May  26,  1893,' and  Ivan  D.. 
August  3,  1896.  Raymond  P.  Cook  taught 
school  several  years  when  a  young  man.  and 
is  now  proprietor  of  "The  Sugar  Bowl,"  a  re- 
freshment store  in  Geneva.  He  married  Persis 
Gerald. 

Mr.  Cook  is  connected  with  various  local 
enterprises,  being  a  director  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Geneva ;  a  director  of  the  Ash- 
tabula County  Infirmary,  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  in  that  capacity,  and  being  president 
of  the  board ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  County 
Agricultural  Board.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being 
a  member  of  lodge  and  encampment,  and  also 
of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah ;  to  the  Home 
Guards ;  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  local 
grange.  Religiously  he  and  his  family  are 
valued  members  of  the  Congregational  church 
at  Saybrook. 

Thomas  McGoVERN. — A  practical,  progres- 
sive agriculturist  of  Geneva  township,  Thomas 
McGovern  has  been  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural and  financial  prosperity  of  this  section 
of  the  state  for  many  years,  and  has  aided  in 
every  possible  way  its  growth  and  develop- 
ment. Like  many  other  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  place,  he  was  born 
across  the  sea.  his  birth  having  occurred  De- 
cember 25,  1842,  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland.  He 
came  to  Ashtabula  county  in  [856,  with  his 
father,   who  died   three  months  later. 

Spending  the  days  of  his  youth  and  early 
manhood  with  (  )range  Webster,  Thomas  Mc- 
Govern attended  the  district  school  of  I  ieneva 
township,  afterwards  taking  the  course  of 
study  in  the  Geneva  Normal  School.    (  hi  June 


20,  1 861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Ohio 
Battery,  and,  although  he  fought  throughout 
the  war,  taking  part  in  many  engagements  of 
importance,  was  but  once  wounded,  and  then 
but  slightly.  Soon  after  his  return  from  the 
scene  of  conflict,  Mr.  McGovern  began  his 
career  as  an  independent  fainier,  and  now 
owns  200  acres  of  choice  land,  which  he  is 
managing  with  characteristic  thrift  and  suc- 
cess. He  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
stock  growing,  formerly  handling  carriage 
horses,  at  the  present  time  having  200  head 
of  sheep.  He  allows  himself  some  recreation, 
and  for  the  past  few  years  has  spent  the  win- 
ters in  Florida,  always  being  accompanied  by 
his  wife.  Mr.  McGovern  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  was  the  second  president  of  that  railroad. 
It  was  completed  in  1901,  and  Mr.  McGovern 
and  his  associates  sold  out  the  road  in  1906. 
Mr.  McGovern  married,  November  14,  1867, 
Mary  Warden,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Almanda  (Andrews)  Warden,  and  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  James  Wright,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  An  uncompromising  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  Mr.  McGovern  is  active  and 
influential  in  both  local  and  state  affairs.  He 
served  thirteen  consecutive  years  as  county 
commissioner,  and  as  township  trustee  seven 
years.  He  has  been  a  director,  and  also  the 
president,  of  the  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  for  thirty  years  has  belonged  to  the  local 
grange.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  relig- 
iously both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  was 
trustee  for  ten  years. 

Henry  Howard  Cumings. — About  one 
mile  south  of  the  city  of  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  is  the  old  farm  of  seventy  acres  lying 
on  both  sides  of  the  highway,  widely  known 
as  "Cumings  Place."  ( )n  it  reside  the  three 
daughters  and  the  only  son  (Henry  Howard) 
of  Henry  and  Julia  Ann  (Hills)  Cumings, 
who  located  on  the  tract  they  now  occupy  in 
1848.  The  former  was  brought  by  his  parents 
from  New  Hampshire  to  the  Western  Reserve, 
when  only  thirteen  years  of  age.  and  became, 
like  the  grandfather,  an  example  in  the  ma- 
terial and  moral  progress  of  Painesville  and 
the  county  at  large.  The  family,  which  has 
always  represented  one  of  the  balance  wheels 
in  the  activities  of  the  locality,  is  descended 
along  six  lines  of  Revolutionary  ancestors.  On 
the  maternal  side,  its  most  historic  New  Eng- 
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land  ancestor  is  Governor  Bradford,  which 
also  honors  the  family  with  the  "Mayflower" 
descent.  Two  of  the  daughters,  Julia  Alice 
and  Stella  Louise,  are  active  members  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  The 
other  living  daughter  is  Evelyn  Miranda,  and 
Alary  (Cumings)  Kingsburv  died  August  I, 
1882. 

Henry  Howard  Cumings,  the  only  son,  was 
the  only  one  born  outside  the  old  homestead, 
where  the  family  still  reside,  his  birthplace 
being  the  city  of  Painesville,  and  the  date, 
August  7,  1845.  After  attending  the  Paines- 
ville high  school,  he  took  a  business  course  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  but  returned  to  the 
home  farm  to  assist  his  father.  In  1868  he 
went  to  California  and  spent  ten  years  in  that 
state  engaged  in  various  agricultural  occupa- 
tions. With  that  exception  his  life  has  vir- 
tually been  spent  on  the  Cumings  place,  and 
until  1894  he  was  a  very  active  man.  In  that 
year  he  had  a  fall  which  so  paralyzed  the 
nerves  of  his  spine  that,  although  he  is  still 
able  to  oversee  the  farm  work,  he  has  been 
forced  to  forego  the  active  and  heavy  'labors. 

The  first  of  the  Cumings  family  to  settle  in 
America  was  Isaac,  an  emigrant  of  Scottish 
descent,  who  came  from  England  about  1630 
and  became  a  resident  of  Ipswich,  Massachu- 
setts. The  records  show  that  he  was  constable 
in  if>4i  :  later  was  moderator  of  the  town: 
acted  as  sergeant  in  one  of  the  Indian  wars. 
and  was  a  citizen  of  mark  and  public  promi- 
nence. He  is  also  known  to  have  been  a  man 
of  strong  religious  convictions  and  of  an  inde- 
pendent, courageous  spirit.  His  will  was  made 
in  May,  1677,  and  he  died  in  Topsfield.  His 
son,  John  Cumings,  born  about  1630.  is  listed 
among  the  commoners  of  Ipswich  in  1672,  and 
subsequently  was  one  of  seven  males  to  form 
a  church  in  the  new  town  of  Dunstable.  He 
was  selectman  of  that  place  in  1682,  for  sev- 
eral years  town  clerk,  and  died  there  Decem- 
ber 1.  1700.  John,  son  of  the  foregoing,  born 
in  1682,  was  also  prominent  in  the  town  and 
church  affairs  of  Dunstable.  A  band  of  200 
Mohawk  Indians  attacked  the  garrison  at  his 
house,  July  3,  1706,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
was  killed.  Two  Samuels  of  the  name  resided 
in  Groton  and  Dunstable,  Massachusetts,  the 
one  of  a  later  day  being  especially  prominent 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  latter  town.  After- 
ward he  became  equally  prominent  in  the  town 
of  Hollis,  New  Hampshire  :  was  sergeant  in 
the   war  of    1755.   and   died   in    1772. 

Benjamin,  son    of    Samuel    ami    Prudence 


(Lawrence)  Cumings,  who  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  living  descendants,  was  born 
in  Hollis,  New  Hampshire,  November  25,  1757; 
was  at  Bunker  Hill ;  served  as  sheriff  of  Hills- 
boro  county,  and  was  twice  married.  Benja- 
min, son  of  his  first  union,  with  Bridget  Poole, 
was  born  in  Hollis,  August  24,  1782,  and  mar- 
ried Lucy  Whitaker.  They  resided  in  Brook- 
line,  New  Hampshire,  for  some  years  prior 
to  1825,  when  the  parents,  with  their  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  moved  to  Ohio.  Ben- 
jamin Cumings,  the  grandfather,  was  a  me- 
chanical genius  of  an  inventive  turn,  and  was 
the  originator  of  the  spring  shuttle  loom,  which 
represented  the  first  step  in  advance  of  the 
old  hand  method  of  weaving.  It  was  while 
making  a  trip  through  the  west  introducing, 
his  patent  shuttle  that  he  decided  to  settle  in 
the  Western  Reserve,  choosing  for  his  home, 
Unionville.  There  he  spent  his  last  years, 
dying  September  11,  1852.  He  was  active, 
generous  and  public-spirited,  and  from  the 
leading  part  which  he  took  in  military  training 
was  generally  known  as  Major  Cumings. 

Henry  Cumings,  the  father,  was  a  native 
of  Brookline,  New  Hampshire,  born  Januarv 
1.  181 2.  He  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents 
in  his  fourteenth  year,  and,  although  he  be- 
came a  carpenter  by  trade,  he  spent  most  of 
his  life  upon  a  farm  in  and  near  Painesville. 
Although  of  a  retiring  disposition,  he  was  of 
a  broad  and  generous  nature,  and  was  never 
backward  in  doing  good.  He  was  well  edu- 
cated for  his  day,  an  earnest  patriot  and  a  stal- 
wart Christian  whose  religion  was  reduced  to 
one  tenet,  strict  faithfulness  to  duty.  He  died 
in  Painesville,  August  23,  1893.  Henry  Cum- 
ings married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Hills,  who  was 
born  in  Painesville  January  5.  t8l6,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jedediah  and  Mary  (  Kingsbury)  Hills. 
Her  parents  were  pioneers  who  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  1814,  her  father  being  one 
of  the  early  druggists  and  postmasters  of 
Painesville.  The  mother  possessed  all  the 
characteristics  of  her  New  England  ancestry 
— general  intelligence,  high-mindedness,  pa- 
triotism and  strong  Christian  faith,  and  these 
she  faithfully  instilled  into  her  children.  Mrs. 
Henry  Cumings  died  at  Painesville  September 
25.    1883. 

Isaac  Stadden  Wright,  of  Kirtland.  was 
born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  May  28.  1825,  and  is 
a  son  of  Simeon  and  Melissa  (Stadden) 
Wright,  she  horn  in  Newark,  Ohio,  ami  he  in 
Connecticut.  Simeon  Wrisrht  was  a  carpenter 
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and  joiner,  and  when  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  came  to  <  >hio,  and  built  the  first 
steam  saw  mill  in  the  state,  on  the  Muskegon 
river  at  Zanesville;  this  was  about  1825.  He 
also  operated  a  paper  mill.  About  1831  he  re- 
moved from  Zanesville  to  Kirtland.  His 
brother,  Captain  Ashbuel  Wright,  who  as  a 
young  man  served  on  the  ocean,  lived  in  Kirt- 
land when  he  retired.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  in  Kirtland.  Simeon  Wright 
lived  with  his  brother,  and  purchased  the  farm 
where  his  son  Isaac  now  lives,  but  he  continued 
to  live  on  his  brother's  farm,  on  the  river,  and 
died  there,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  His 
widow  died  ten  years  later  in  Mentor,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely :  Asbel,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
in  Kirtland;  Isaac;  Simeon,  a  farmer  in  Tus- 
cola county,  Michigan,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years ;  Catherine  Melissa,  widow  of 
Charles  Reynolds,  is  housekeeper  for  her 
brother  Isaac ;  Nathaniel,  killed  in  the  Civil 
war ;  and  Abbie,  married  Martin  Hopkins,  and 
has  her  winter  home  in  Florida  and  her  sum- 
mer home  in  Mentor.  Nathaniel  Wright  had 
gone  to  Albany  to  work  with  an  uncle  in  the 
harness  trade,  and  from  there  he  enlisted  in  a 
New  York  regiment  of  1,200  men,  he  being 
lieutenant ;  he  was  killed  before  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  being  about  thirty  years  old,  and  at 
that  time  captain.  He  went  into  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  and  his  superior  officers  being 
all  killed,  he  came  out  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

Isaac  S.  Wright  has  lived  in  Kirtland  since 
six  years  of  age.  He  spent  two  years  in  Hart- 
ford. Connecticut,  at  the  trade  of  joiner,  and 
assisted  in  building  the  first  county  farm  house 
at  Painesville,  also  his  own  buildings.  He  se- 
cured his  present  farm  twenty-five  years  ago, 
has  built  a  good  house,  and  made  many  im- 
provements. He  does  general  farming,  and 
has  some  fine  fruit,  mainly  peaches  and  grapes, 
also  having  apples,  pears  and  plums.  The  high 
elevation  of  the  land  above  Lake  Frie  makes 
it  very  desirable  for  fruit.  About  six  years  ago 
Mr.  Wright  became  interested  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  ginseng,  and  started  it  from  rods  dug 
in  the  woods;  it  took-  about  four  years  to  get 
a  crop,  and  he  has  sold  two  fine  crops,  having 
now  about  one-half  acre  in  cultivation.  Being 
an  old  man,  unable  to  do  heavy  work,  he  finds 
this  occupies  his  time  very  pleasantly  and 
profitably.  He  cared  for  his  parents  and  his 
sister  until  he  married,  at  the  age  of  forty-one, 
Lola    Fenton.  who  died  one  year  later.     Mr. 


Wright's  sister  is  his  housekeeper.    In  political 

views  Ik-  is  Democratic,  though  not  extreme  in 
his  view  s.  He  had  no  children,  and  belongs  to 
no  fraternal  organization,  preferring,  the  peace 
and  quietness  of  his  home.  He  enjoys  the 
affection  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wickware,  widow  of  W.  H. 
Wickware,  was  born  in  Brimfield  township. 
Portage  county,  September  1,  1859,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Esther  (Worbs) 
Steigner.  Peter  Steigner,  born  in  Germany  in 
1823,  removed  to  America  with  his  parents  at 
the  age  of  ten  years,  and  in  1854  to  Brim- 
field.  His  father,  born  in  Germany,  brought 
his  second  wife  with  him  to  America.  Esther 
Worbs  was  born  in  Morthausen,  Germany,  in 
1820,  and  came  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  with 
her  parents,  who  died  shortly  after  their  ar- 
rival there.  She  was  married  to  Peter  Steig- 
ner in  1847,  m  Akron,  where  they  resided  until 
their  removal  to  Brimfield,  in  1854;  both  died 
in  the  year  1903.  They  had  six  children, 
namely:  Emilie  A.,  John  L.,  Sarah.  Mary, 
Theodore  and  Effie  Jane.  Emilie  A.,  born 
July  12,  1848,  in  Akron,  married  George 
Poole,  and  they  reside  in  Akron.  John  L., 
born  November  15,  1854.  died  in  1901  ;  he 
married  Elizabeth  Winckleman  and  had  six 
children ;  his  widow  still  resides  on  the  old 
place  in  Brimfield  township.  Sarah,  born  July 
5,  [S56,  in  Akron,  married  William  Christy 
and  they  live  in  Tippecanoe,  Harrison  county, 
( )hio.  Theodore,  born  August  13,  1869,  in 
Brimfield,  married  Emma  Motz,  and  removed 
to  Streetsboro  township.     Effie  Jane  is  dead. 

Mary  Steigner  attended  the  district  school 
and  finished  her  education  at  the  high  school 
at  Kent.  I  )hio.  She  has  always  resided  on  the 
home  place,  which  has  all  modern  conve- 
niences and  improvements,  and  is  carried  on  in 
a  profitable  manner.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  much  respected  in  the 
community.  She  married  W.  H.  Wickware 
May  I",  1903,  and  he  died  December  5,  1906. 
They  had  no  children. 

Victor  P.  Sawyer,  proprietor  and  success- 
ful operator  of  a  fine  farm  of  116  acres  in 
Brimfield  township,  Portage  county,  was  born 
in  that  township  on  the  12th  of  September, 
1848.  His  parents  were  Uriah  and  Caroline 
(Pike)  Sawyer,  and  his  earlier  American  an- 
cestors came  from  Massachusetts.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Uriah  Sawyer  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  Berlin,  that  state,  born  in  1778,  and 
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in  1817  he  located  in  Brimfield  township,  about 
one  mile  west  of  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Victor  P.  He  had  married  Miss  Sallie  Spaf- 
ford,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  nine 
children— Oliver  H..  Henry,  William  B.,  B. 
Frank,  Lockhart,  Sallie,  Hannah,  ami  two  who 
died  as  infants.  The  last  four  were  born  in 
Brimfield  township.  Uriah  Sawyer  Jr.  lived 
at  home  until  his  marriage,  on  July  3,  1830, 
to  Miss  Caroline  Pike,  daughter  of  Jeremy 
and  Rebecca  (  Walbridge  )  Pike,  who  became 
settlers  in  Brimfield  township  about  1818.  The 
children  by  this  union  were  Victor  P.,  of  this 
sketch,  and  Adelaide  R.,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Sawyer  has  been  an  industrious,  unas- 
suming farmer  all  his  life.  His  neighbors 
and  fellow  citizens,  however,  have  long  ago 
discovered  his  good  points  and  useful  quali- 
ties and  have  induced  him  to  attend  to  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  the  township  to  some  extent. 
For  seven  years  he  has  served  as  trustee,  and 
in  1900  performed  the  duties  of  real  estate 
assessor,  giving  complete  satisfaction  in  both 
capacities.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  stanch  member  of 
the  Universalist  faith  and  served  as  a  trustee 
of  the  local  church.  On  September  27,  1870. 
Mr.  Sawyer  wedded  Miss  Eunice  S.  Kelso, 
daughter  of  William  R.  and  Lucy  (Sawyer) 
Kelso,  and  there  have  been  three  children  born 
to  them,  as  follows :  Frank  Ev  born  Septem- 
ber 20.  1871,  now  deceased:  Lucy  C,  born 
January  24,  1877,  and  Addie  C.  born  March 
20,  1882.  Nearly  forty  years  of  happy  wedded 
life  have  therefore  been  spent  by  Mr.  Sawyer 
on  his  present  homestead,  and  as  he  had  re- 
sided there,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  since 
i860,  it  has  been  the  scene  of  his  joys  and 
sorrows,  his  struggles,  setbacks  and  successes, 
from  his  early  boyhood  until  this  period  of  his 
life,  when  he  can  look  backward  with  satisfac- 
tion and  view  the  future  with  the  serene  confi- 
dence of  one  who  has  no  blur  on  his  record. 

Allen  N.  Benjamin. — As  a  representative, 
of  that  class  of  men  who  are  giving  an  endur- 
ing character  to  the  industrial  and  civic  make- 
up of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve,  it  is 
most  consonant  that  in  this  compilation  recog- 
nition be  given  to  Allen  N.  Benjamin,  who  is 
one  of  the  progressive  business  men  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  the  village  of  Madison,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber,  produce  and  feed 
business.  Further  than  this,  he  is  a  native  son 
of  the  Western  Reserve  and  a  member  of  one 
of  its  sterling  pioneer  families  which  came  here 


from  Connecticut,  the  veritable  "mother"  of 
the  Reserve. 

Allen  Nettleton  Benjamin  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Kingsville.  Ashtabula  county.  Ohio, 
on  the  26th  of  June.  1866.  and  is  a  son  of  Rice 
E.  and  Sarah  (Nettleton)  Benjamin,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Andover,  Ashtabula 
county,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
Kingsville.  Rice  F.  Benjamin  was  a  son  of 
Nelson  Benjamin,  who  came  from  Connecti- 
cut in  the  pioneer  days  and  established  his 
home  in  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  milling  business,  having  erected  and  op- 
erated a  mill  at  Andover.  lie  passed  the  clos- 
ing years  of  his  life  in  Kingsville,  that  county. 
Rice  E.  Benjamin  learned  the  miller's  trade 
under  the  able  direction  of  his  father,  and  as 
a  young  man  he  went  to  Sharon,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  operated  a  mill  for  a  time.  Later 
he  became  the  operator  of  the  "River"'  mill, 
two  miles  south  of  the  village  of  Madison, 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  which  he  operated  for  the 
Datons,  Frank  and  Arthur,  for  several  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Nelson.  Portage  county, 
where  he  continued  to  be  identified  with  the 
same  line  of  enterprise  until  his  death,  in  1897, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  His  first  wife, 
mother  of  Allen  N..  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  and  he  later  married  Mrs.  Louise 
King,  who  survives  him  and  who  now  main- 
tains her  home  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan. Of  the  two  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, Allen  N.  is  the  elder,  and  his  sister 
Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Wallace  Stocking,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Geneva, 
Ashtabula  county,  (  )hio. 

Allen  Nettleti  n  Benjamin  remained  at  the 
parental  home  until  the  death  of  his  mother, 
at  which  time  he  was  about  eleven  years  of 
age,  and  he  was  then  taken  into  the  home  of 
his  maternal  grandfather,  Alanson  Nettleton, 
a  representative  farmer  and  citizen  near 
Kingsville.  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  was 
reared  to  maturity,  in  the  meanwhile  having 
been  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  and  also  those  of  Kingsville  Academy. 
Later  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  in  Madison. 

Mr.  Benjamin  continued  to  be  associated 
with  his  grandfather  in  the  work  and  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  when  he  engaged  in  the  produce 
business  in  Madison,  in  company  with  H.  G. 
St.  John,  and  with  whom  he  was  associated 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  had  as  his  part- 
ner. F.  A.  (Turnings.     This  association  contin- 
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ued,  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  X.  Benjamin 
Company  for  a  period  'of  nine  years,  within 
which  the  firm  built  up  a  substantial  business, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  Mr.  Benja- 
min purchased  the  lumber  and  feed  business 
of  the  firm  of  Austin  &  Morley.  In  1906  Mr. 
Benjamin  erected  his  present  finely  equipped 
mill,  which  has  the  best  modern  facilities  for 
the  manufacturing,  of  all  kinds  of  feed  for 
farm  stock,  chickens,  etc.  The  mill  is  operated 
by  Producer  gas,  and  is  complete  in  its  me- 
chanical equipment  and  accessories.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  manufacturing  department  of  his 
business  Mr.  Benjamin  also  handles  seeds  of 
all  kinds  and  has  a  large  and  well  stocked  lum- 
ber yard,  in  which  are  to  be  found  all  kinds  of 
building  materials  and  supplies.  He  also 
makes  a  specialty  of  buying  and  shipping  farm 
produce,  including  onions,  apples  and  potatoes, 
and  his  annual  shipments  of  produce  have 
reached  an  average  of  600  car-loads.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  dealers  in  this  line  in  Lake 
county,  and  his  business  extends  over  a  wide 
radius  of  country,  as  the  farmers  recognize 
his  reliability,  fair  treatment  and  correct  busi- 
ness methods.  As  a  citizen  he  is  essentially 
progressive  and  public-spirited,  and  his  aid  and 
influence  are  ever  to  be  counted  upon  in  the 
promotion  of  enterprises  and  measures  tend- 
ing to  conserve  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  gives  an  unqualified  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party,  and,  while 
never  a  seeker  of  public  office,  he  has  served 
several  terms  as  a  member  of  the  village  coun- 
cil, with  which  he  is  thus  identified  at  the  time 
of  this  writing,  in  1909.  In  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity he  is  affiliated  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Geneva  Chap- 
ter. Royal  Arch  Masons. 

(  in  the  15th  of  August.  1894,  Mr.  Benjamin 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Cum- 
ings,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lake  county. 
Data  concerning  the  Cumings  family  may  be 
found  on  other  pages  of  this  publication,  in 
the  sketch  of  the  career  of  her  brother.  1  [omer 
1'.  Cumings,  of  Painesville.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benjamin  have  two  children — Mary  Frances 
and  Allen  Cumings. 

James  Edmund  Ford  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county.  Pennsylvania,  near  Conneaut 
Lake,  July  4,  1830,  and  died  June  25.  1903,  at 
his  home  in  Conneaut.  Ashtabula  county,  (  Ihio, 
after  a  life  of  usefulness  and  honor,  and  one 
well  worthy  of  emulation.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Lydia  (Rick)  Ford,  and  a  grand- 


son, on  the  paternal  side,  of  Christopher  Ford, 
of  Holland  descent.  Christopher  Ford  set- 
tled at  the  four  corners  of  four  iooacre  tracts 
of  land  east  of  Springboro.  in  Crawford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  this  spot  later  be- 
came known  as  Ford's  Folly.  From  there  he 
later  came  to  Conneaut  Harbor  (now  Jester) 
and  conducted  a  hotel  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  chil- 
dren, five  boys  and  two  girls:  Schedwick,  Ed- 
ward, David,  Isaac,  Thomas,  Julia  A.  |  How- 
ard) and  Sarah  (Wilson).  Thomas  Ford 
lived  in  Pennsylvania  all  his  life.  He  was 
first  married  to  a  Miss  Brown.  Eight  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  five  boys  and  three 
girls,  as  follows :  Adinkins,  Christopher,  John, 
Thomas,  Andrew.  Liza,  Julia  and  Loranda. 
Five  children  blessed  the  second  union :  David, 
William,  Silas  (now  living  in  Pennsylvania), 
James  E.  and  Daniel.  His  third  wife  was  a 
Miss  Wilson,  and  from  this  union  three  chil- 
dren were  reared,  namely :  Margaret,  Sarah 
(Johnson),  now  living  in  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Alexander  (killed  at  Fred- 
ericksburg during  the  rebellion  ) .  Christopher, 
David  and  Alexander  were  killed  during  the 
rebellion,  while  the  rest  died  natural  deaths. 
Thomas  Ford's  fourth  and  last  wife  was  a 
Mrs.  Dightman.  Xo  children  came  from  this 
union. 

It  was  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Howard  who  induced 
James  Ford,  of  this  review,  to  come  to  Con- 
neaut. giving  him  her  property  here,  and  she 
remained  with  him  until  her  death  in  1886. 
During  the  later  years  of  her  life,  a  niece, 
Maggie  Ford,  lived  with  her,  and  to  whom 
she  willed  her  property,  but  the  niece  dying 
suddenly,  the  property  was  willed  to  James 
E.  Ford,  wdio  cared  for  her  in  her  did  age. 
James  E.  Ford  lived  all  his  life  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, up  to  twenty  years  before  his  death,  and 
then  moved  to  Conneaut.  (  »hio.  Before  com- 
ing to  Ohio  he  had  lost  heavily  in  oil  specu- 
lations. He  served  his  home  county  (Craw- 
ford, Pennsylvania )  as  auditor,  and  was  at 
one  time  a  candidate  for  county  register.  In 
early  life  he  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  later  became  affiliated  with 
the  Greenback  and  Democratic  parties. 

James  E.  Ford  was  married  on  July  2.  1868, 
at  Dicksonburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  Sally  Henry, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  vicinity  as  her  hus- 
band and  was  thirteen  years  his  junior,  being 
born  June  5,  1843.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sally  Henry  (both  now  deceased), 
both  born  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  on 
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the  paternal  side  she  is  of  Irish  descent.  Her 
grandmother  was  a  descendant  of  the  Christo- 
pher Martin  family  of  Mayflower  fame,  and 
the  latter's  father  and  two  brothers  were  offi- 
cers in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Five  children 
resulted  from  this  union,  namely,  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son:  Permilia  (McGuire),  Mary 
Ann  (Wilcox),  Marie  Ann  (Fish),  Sally  Ann 
(Ford)  and  John,  of  which  two — Marie  Ann 
and  Sally  Ann — are  now  living.  William 
Henry  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  and  his 
wife   (Sally  Ann)   died  at  the  age  of  eighty. 

Four  children — three  daughters  and  a  son — 
were  born  to  James  and  Sally  Ford,  namely: 
Lillian  Zou,  born  in  1870,  at  home  with  her 
mother ;  Pearley  Victor,  born  in  1874,  men- 
tioned below ;  Lulu  G.,  born  in  1876,  the  wife 
of  Robert  MacFarland,  and  for  a  few  years 
a  school  teacher,  her  husband  being  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  in  Conneaut,  Ohio;  and 
Flossie  D.,  born  in  1882,  a  student  of  Dela- 
ware (Ohio)  University,  and  now  a  stenog- 
rapher and  bookkeeper  in  the  Mitchell  Hard- 
ware Company's  store  at  Conneaut. 

Pearley  V.  Ford  is  the  manager  of  the  car- 
pet and  wall  paper  departments  in  the  C.  W. 
DeVoe  &  Sons'  department  store  at  Conneaut. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Conneaut  high  school, 
and  is  one  of  the  city's  rising  young  business 
men.  now  being  director  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Safety,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for 
several  years.  His  wife  before  marriage  in 
1905,  was  Miss  Laura  LoLeta  Cook,  born  in 
1880,  and  they  have  a  son,  Edwin  Cook  Ford, 
born  in  1905. 

Amos  E.  Lawrence,  attorney  at  law,  Ely- 
ria,  Ohio,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Florence 
township,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  February  9, 
1862,  son  of  Charles  D.  and  Hanna  E.  (Green) 
Lawrence.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
Puritan  stock  which  settled  in  this  country  in 
pre-Revolutionarv  times. 

Charles  D.  Lawrence  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, October  12.  1838,  son  of  Amos  Law- 
'  rence,  who  was  born  in  New  Hampshire.  Feb- 
ruary 2j,  1812.  son  of  Amos  Lawrence,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  181 2.  The  father  of  this 
last  named  Amos  Lawrence  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

About  sixty  years  ago,  Amos,  the  grand- 
father of  Amos  E.,  left  Xew  England  and 
came  out  to  the  Western  Reserve.  He  first 
settled  in  Cuyahoga  county,  from  whence,  a 
few  months  later,  he  moved  to  Erie  county, 
and  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm  in  Florence 


township,  where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent, 
and  where  his  son,  Charles  D.,  carried  on 
farming  for  a  number  of  years.  The  latter 
is  now  living  retired  in  a  pleasant  home  in 
Birmingham,  Erie  county.  He  was  reared  in 
the  Presbyterian  faith,  his  father  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  but  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  with  which  they  have  long  been  iden- 
tified. Mrs.  Lawrence  was  born  in  Michigan, 
daughter  of  Silas  Green,  of  that  state. 

Amos  E.  Lawrence  passed  the  first  eighteen 
years  of  his  life  on  his  father's  farm.  The 
family  then  moved  to  La  Grange,  Lorain 
county,  where  the  young  man  attended  high 
school  and  qualified  for  the  work  of  teaching. 
For  eleven  years  he  spent  his  winters  in 
teaching  district  school  and  village  high  school. 
In  the  mean  time  he  married.  He  and  his  wife 
owned  a  farm  in  La  Grange  township,  where 
they  made  their  home,  he  carrying  on  farm- 
ing operations  and  teaching  at  the  same  time. 
In  1897  he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of 
William  B.  Johnston,  of  Elyria,  and  in  June, 
iqoi,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  immediately 
thereafter  beginning  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  continuing  alone  until  May  1, 
1907,  when  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
Lorenzo  D.  Hamlin,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lawrence  &  Hamlin,  which  continued  until 
September  1,  1909,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Mr. 
Lawrence  continuing  in  practice  alone.  Polit- 
ically. Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  Republican.  While 
studying  law,  he  was  twice  elected  and  served 
two  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1907 
he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Lorain  County 
Bar,  an  office  which  he  fills  at  this  writing. 
Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the 
World. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Mr.  Lawrence 
married  Miss  Josie  Humphrey,  a  native  of  La 
Grange,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  G. 
and  Laura  (Ensign)  Humphrey;  the  two  chil- 
dren of  this  union  are:  Eva  J.,  born  January 
19,  1887;  and  Sylvia  O.,  born  November  27. 
1889,  is  the  wife  of  James  M.  Dougherty,  of 
Lockport,  Illinois,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Harry  L.,  born  April  4,  1909. 

Reubex  Sylvester  Smith. — A  man  of  ex- 
cellent business  capacity,  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive. Reuben  S.  Smith,  of  Jefferson,  is 
widely  known  throughout  this  section  of  the 
country  as  a  representative  of  the  Huber  Man- 
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ufacturing  Company,  with  which  he  has  been 
associated  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  or  more.  A  son  of  Sylvester 
Smith,  he  was  born  March  10,  1844,  in  Frank- 
lin, Delaware  county,  New  York,  where  he 
spent  his  boyhood  days. 

Sylvester  Smith  moved  with  his  family  from 
York  state  to  Ohio  in  1854,  locating  first  in 
Lenox  township,  Ashtabula  county,  where  he 
improved  a  farm  of  175  acres.  He  subsequent- 
ly sold  out,  and  bought  ninety  acres  of  land 
lying  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Jeffer- 
son. He  was  quite  successful  in  his  farming 
operations,  which  he  continued  until  his  death, 
June  1,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  faithful 
and  honored  citizen,  ever  ready  to  advance 
worthy  enterprises.  He  married  Mary  Gil- 
lette, a  daughter  of  Major  Joel  Gillette,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlisting  from 
Connecticut.  The  major  moved  with  his  fam- 
ilv  from  New  England  to  Delaware  county, 
New  York,  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Some  of  the  house  furnishings  which 
he  took  across  the  country  with  him  are  still 
in  existence,  being,  in  possession  of  his  grand- 
son, who  has  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the 
old  Gillette  home  in  Delaware  county,  among 
the  things  being  a  pork  barrel,  and  a  table  that 
has  been  in  the  family  300  years.  Mrs.  Mary 
(Gillette)  Smith  survived  her  husband,  dying 
September  24,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  her  death  being  caused  by  a  fall.  They 
reared  five  children,  as  follows :  Rachel,  mar- 
ried George  Plumley,  of  Jefferson,  moved  to 
Franklin,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  and 
died  November  16,  1861,  aged  twenty-eight 
years,  leaving  one  child ;  Mary  M.,  married 
Merrick  K.  Pulsipher,  of  Dorset  township,  and 
died  January  1,  1908,  aged  seventy-two  years; 
Deloss,  living  in  Cambridge,  Cowley  county, 
Kansas ;  Emma  J.  married  James  W.  Pul- 
sipher, and  died,  in  Dorset  township,  October 
10,  1897,  aged  fifty-seven  years;  and  Reuben 
Sylvester. 

Ten  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  the 
family  to  Lenox  township,  Reuben  S.  Smith 
remained  beneath  the  parental  roof-tree  until 
nineteen  years  old.  He  subsequently  worked 
out  by  the  month  and  season  until  he  had  ac- 
cumulated some  money,  when,  in  company  with 
his  brother  Deloss,  he  bought  the  old  farm, 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years,  when  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  place  to  his  partner. 
Returning  home,  Mr.  Smith  assisted  his  father 
until  1866,  when  he  married,  and  began  farm- 


ing on  his  own  account.  In  1890  he  located 
in  Jefferson,  where  he  has  since  resided.  For 
the  past  twenty-seven  years  Mr.  Smith  has 
traveled  for  the  Huber  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Marion,  Ohio,  selling  threshing  ma- 
chinery in  different  parts  of  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania. The  firm,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  son,  Cecil  U.  Smith,  are  members,  carries 
a  complete  stock,  and  is  doing  an  extensive 
business,  selling  as  high  as  forty  threshing  ma- 
chines and  engines  a  year,  the  business  amount- 
ing to  nearly  $50,000.  Mr.  Smith  is  interested 
in  the  Jefferson  Banking  Company,  being  one 
of  its  officers. 

Mr.  Smith  married,  December  19,  1866, 
Ellen  M.  Underwood,  who  was  born  in  New 
Marlboro.  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
April  30,  1847,  and  was  brought  when  an  in- 
fant to  Lenox  township,  Ashtabula  county, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  began  teaching  school. 
Her  father,  Orville  P.  Underwood,  married 
Elvira  A.  Chapin.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  died  when  but  fifty-eight  years  old, 
of  consumption.  His  widow  passed  away  Au- 
gust 12,  1905,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Smith,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five 
vears.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one  child, 
Cecil  Underwood  Smith,  born  September  7, 
1867.  He  married  Ruby  M.  Sheldon,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Floyd  S.,  Florence  Ellen, 
and  Robert  Sylvester. 

Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican.  Re- 
ligiously Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  church,  and  at  its  rebuild- 
ing, in  1908.  was  a  member  of  the  building 
committee.  Fraternally  Mr.  Smith  is  promi- 
nent in  Masonic  circles,  being  past  master  of 
his  lodge,  past  worthy  priest  of  his  chapter,  a 
Knight  Templar  and  a  Shriner.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  belong  to  Sunshine  Chapter,  O.  E.  S. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  traveled  extensively 
in  the  west,  in  1909  going  to  Alaska,  taking  in 
the  Seattle  Exposition  and  Yellowstone  Park 
while  en  route. 

Lorenzo  Dow  Hamlin,  attorney  at  law, 
Elyria,  Ohio,  dates  his  birth  at  Ridgeville  Cor- 
ner, Henry  county,  Ohio,  August  21,  1867. 
His  parents,  Noah  Crocker  and  Lydia  Lucinda 
(Fauver)  Hamlin,  were  both  born  in  Ohio, 
the  former  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga  county,  De- 
cember 14,  1833;  the  latter  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  April  8.  1840. 

On  the  paternal  side,  Mr.  Hamlin  is  able  to 
trace  his  ancestrv  back  through  many  genera- 
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tions  to  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America, 
who  came  here  from  England.  David  Ham- 
lin, his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Lee  town- 
ship, Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  the  son 
of  David,  the  son  of  Job,  the  son  of  James  (4), 
son  of  James  (3),  son  of  James  (2),  son  of 
James  (1),  who  came  from  England  in  1639, 
and  settled  at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts.  This 
first  James  Hamlin  was  a  member  of  Rev. 
Lathrop's  congregation,  most  of  the  members 
of  which  came  to  America  during  the  religious 
persecutions.  Job  Hamlin  was  an  officer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war:  was  on  the  Plains  of 
Abraham  and  witnessed  the  death  of  General 
Wolfe. 

Mr.  Hamlin's  mother  is  a  daughter  of  Wal- 
ter and  Alzina  ( Cornell )  Fauver,  both  the 
Cornells  and  the  Fauvers  having  emigrated 
to  Ohio  from  New  York  state.  The  great- 
grandfather, James  Cornell,  married  Betsy 
White ;  the  great-grandmother  Fauver  was  a 
Shepherd. 

David  Hamlin  was  the  first  of  the  Hamlin 
family  to  come  to  the  Western  Reserve.  He 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  at  the  foot  of 
Superior  street,  Cleveland,  for  which  he  paid 
one  hundred  dollars.  Later,  he  sold  this  and 
bought  farm  land  at  Dover,  to  which  place 
he  moved  about  the  time  the  Crocker  family 
settled  there,  and  there  the  grandparents  were 
married  about  1830.  They  had  eight  children, 
all  born  at  that  place.  During  the  Civil  war 
grandfather  Hamlin  moved  to  Henry  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1869;  grandmother 
Hamlin  died  at  Elkhart,  Indiana,  in  her  eighty- 
ninth  year. 

Noah  C.  Hamlin  and  Lydia  L.  Fauver  were 
married  in  Eaton  township,  Lorain  county, 
March  27,  i860,  and  that  same  spring  they 
moved  to  Ridgeville  Corner,  Henry  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1880.  That 
year  they  returned  to  Lorain  county,  and  he 
bought  the  old  Cornell  homestead,  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  court  house,  where  they 
still  live. 

Lorenzo  D.  was  educated  at  Oberlin  and 
Baldwin  Colleges,  and  on  leaving  college  he 
emtered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company,  with  which  he  remained  from 
1889  to  1893.  Before  he  had  been  with  the 
company  a  year,  he  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  conductor,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
two  years.  One  year  he  was  assistant  dis- 
patcher in  the  Pittsburg  yards.  After  leaving 
the  employ  of  the  railroad  company,  he  re- 
turned to  Lorain  county  and  bought  the  old 


William  Brush  farm,  on  the  Grafton  road,  ad- 
joining his  father's  farm,  and  here  for  some 
years  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In 
1900  he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Mr. 
Lee  Stroup,  in  Elyria.  In  1902  Mr.  Hamlin 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Nash  to  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Canal  Commission  of  the  state, 
and  served  until  July,  1903,  after  which  he 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Public  Works,  and  was  on  that  board  a 
year.  In  the  mean  time,  December  8,  1903, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  early  in  the 
following  year  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  which  he  has  since  continued. 

Mr.  Hamlin's  father  voted  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont and  has  ever  since  continued  to  give  loyal 
support  to  the  Republican  party,  and  Mr. 
Hamlin's  vote  also  has  been  cast  with  this 
party ;  more  than  that,  he  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  Republican  ranks,  and  at  this  writ- 
ing is  a  member  of  the  Republican  county  ex- 
ecutive committee.  Fraternally,  he  has  mem- 
bership .in  the  Masonic  order,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  and  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hamlin  married  Miss  Stella  J., 
daughter  of  William  and  Facelia  (Humphrey) 
Brush ;  and  they  have  four  children :  Fay 
Brush,  David  Walter,  Lydia  Loretia.  and 
James  Thurman.  Mrs.  Hamlin  also  is  de- 
scended from  New  England  ancestry,  both  the 
Brushes  and  the  Humphreys  having  come  to 
Ohio  from  Connecticut. 

F.  E.  Gordon  stands  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  leading  business  enterprises  of  Conneaut 
and  Ashtabula  county — The  Ohio  Sand  Com- 
pany. This  company  was  organized  in  1879, 
but  as  early  as  fifty  years  ago  a  Mr.  Keogh 
began  to  mine  molding  sand  at  Kingsville, 
and  this  sand  became  the  first  successful  com- 
petitor to  the  famous  Albany  sand.  Deposits 
were  later  found  at  Conneaut,  and  it  is  also 
mined  at  Shinrock,  in  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
a#d  is  found  in  layers  some  two  feet  in  thick- 
ness under  the  soil  south  of  Lake  Erie.  Geolo- 
gists attribute  its  formation  to  the  action  of 
ice  in  the  glacial  period. 

The  Ohio  Sand  Company,  in  which  Mr. 
Gordon  became  a  leading  factor  in  1893,  now 
produces  some  twenty-five  hundred  carloads 
of  this  sand  annually,  and  it  is  sold  direct  to 
foundries  in  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
being  shipped  direct  through  The  Interstate 
Sand  Company  of  Cleveland,  sales  agents,  of 
which  Mr.  Gordon  is  the  vice-president.  About 
one  hundred  men  are  employed  by  the  com- 
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pany,  their  pay  roll  amounting  to  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars  a  month,  while  the  annual 
output  exceeds  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Besides  his  interests  in  the  Ohio  Sand 
Company  and  the  Interstate  Sand  Company, 
Mr.  Gordon  is  also  the  president  and  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Citizens'  Banking 
and  Trust  Company  of  Conneaut.  He  was 
made  the  first  president  of  this  banking  com- 
pany, and  has  remained  in  the  office  continu- 
ously since. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
July  g,  1856,  a  son  of  William  L.  Gordon,  an 
Englishman,  and  a  leading  building  contractor 
in  Cleveland  from  1845  until  i860,  many  of 
the  old  homes  and  leading  business  structures 
in  that  city  before  the  war  having  been  erected 
by  him.  He  was  one  of  the  contractors  inter- 
ested in  the  building  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Historical  Society's  edifice.  F.  E.  Gordon, 
the  son.  served  as  the  superintendent  of  the 
Taylor  &  Boggis  Foundry  Company  in  Cleve- 
land for  a  time,  until  1890,  and  then  for  three 
years  held  a  similar  position  with  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Pittsburg.  During  this  time  he  had  had 
wide  use  of  the  Conneaut  molding  sand,  and 
after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  supply, 
organized  The  Ohio  Sand  Company  in  1893, 
and  has  succeeded  in  placing  the  industry 
among  the  important  ones  of  this  part  of  the 
state. 

He  was  married  in  Cleveland  to  his  second 
cousin,  Cordelia  M.  Gordon,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Harper  Gordon,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Horace  Smith  Cadwell,  a  pioneer  of  Padana- 
ram.  in  Ashtabula  county,  and  is  the  father 
of  four  children,  but  two  died  in  childhood. 
Bessie  May,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  and 
Oberlin  Colleges,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  S.  Bar- 
rows, son  of  the  late  Professor  Barrows,  presi- 
dent of  Oberlin  College,  and  is  with  the  Hib- 
bard,  Spencer  &  Bartlett  Company  of  Chi- 
cago. Ruth,  the  second  daughter,  is  at  home 
with  her  parents,  when  not  at  Oberlin  College. 
Mr.  Gordon  has  a  pleasant  home  just  west  of 
Conneaut,  where  he  also  maintains  his  office, 
and  has  a  summer  home  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  known  as  Gordon  Gables. 

John  Austin. — After  a  career  of  signal 
activity  and  productiveness  and  one  marked 
by  sterling  integrity  of  purpose,  Mr.  Austin 
is  now  living  virtually  retired  in  the  village 
of  Madison,  and  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  native  county, 
where  he  is  now  the  only  representative  in  his 


generation  of  a  pioneer  family  whose  name 
has  been  identified  with  the  annals  of  the 
Western  Reserve  for  nearly  an  entire  century. 
Mr.  Austin  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  has  served  as  sheriff  of  Lake  county,  and 
held  other  offices  of  public  trust,  and  to-day 
is  enjoying  that  dignified  repose  which  is  the 
just  reward  of  years  of  active  and  earnest  en- 
deavor as  one  of  the  world's  workers.  A  man 
of  "cheerful  yesterdays  and  confident  to-mor- 
rows," he  finds  that  his  lines  are  cast  in  pleas- 
ant places,  as  the  shadows  of  life  begin  to 
lengthen  from  the  golden  west,  being  amidst 
friends  tried  and  true,  and  having  his  home 
in  the  locality  which  has  been  familiar  to  him 
from  his  childhood  days. 

Mr.  Austin  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  of  his  father,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
in  Madison  township,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  and 
the  date  of  his  nativity  was  September  14, 
1 84 1.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Susan 
(Mitchelson)  Austin,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  whence  her 
parents  later  removed  to  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  from  which  place  they  came  to  Ohio 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Ashtabula 
county  when  she  was  a  young  woman.  There 
was  solemnized  her  marriage  to  Joseph  Aus- 
tin, who  was  born  at  Fishkill  Landing,  New 
York,  a  son  of  John  and  Peggy  Austin,  who 
came  to  Ohio  in  1812,  when  he  was  a  child  of 
six  years.  In  later  years  he  recalled  that  his 
parents  directed  his  attention  to  the  sound  of 
cannonading  on  Lake  Erie,  and  that  this  was 
the  report  of  the  guns  of  the  two  fleets  whose 
engagement  led  to  the  historic  lake  victory  of 
Commodore  Perry.  The  family  settled  in  Ge- 
neva township,  Ashtabula  county,  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  where  the  father  secured  a  tract 
of  land  and  instituted  the  work  of  developing 
a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  Both  parents 
continued  to  reside  in  that  county  until  their 
death,  and  there  Joseph  was  reared  to  man- 
hood under  the  conditions  of  the  pioneer 
epoch.  He  there  continued  to  devote  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits  for  several 
years  after  his  marriage,  and  in  1837  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Lake  county  and 
settled  in  Madison  township,  on  the  beautiful 
old  homestead  which  was  the  birthplace  of 
John  Austin,  of  this  sketch.  He  reclaimed  a 
good  farm  and  there  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  His  devoted  wife  and  helpmeet  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1867,  and  both 
were  zealous  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  Joseph  Austin  oper- 
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ated  a  lime  kiln  on  his  farm,  securing  the 
limestone  from  Kelly's  Island,  in  Put-in-Bay, 
and  he  was  the  leading  exponent  of  this  line 
of  industry  in  this  section.  Though  never  act- 
ive in  public  affairs,  he  was  well  known  in 
Lake  and  Ashtabula  counties,  and  for  many 
years  familiarly  and  affectionately  designated 
by  the  title  of  "Uncle  Joe."  In  politics  he  was 
originally  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and 
he  was  not  only  a  man  of  the  utmost  rectitude, 
but  also  one  of  strong  mentality  and  well  forti- 
fied opinions.  Joseph  and  Susan  Mitchelson 
Austin  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
concerning  whom  are  the  following  brief  data : 
Serena  first  married  Frederick  Skinner,  after 
whose  death  she  became  the  wife  of  Archibald 
McKinstry,.  and  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years;  Harriet  was  twice  married,  the 
name  of  her  first  husband  having  been  Claflin, 
and  of  her  second  Mills,  and  she  was  seventy- 
four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise ; 
Amos,  who  had  lived  in  Ohio,  Michigan  and 
Kansas,  finally  returned  to  Madison  township, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years ; 
Mehitabel  first  married  Matthew  At'water. 
after  whose  death  she  became  the  wife  of 
Augustus  Southwick,  and  she  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years ;  Jane  is  the  widow  of  Henry 
Pickerell  and  resides  in  Fresno,  California : 
John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next 
in  order  of  birth ;  Horace  and  Nancy  were 
twins,  and  the  former,  who  married,  removed 
to  Michigan  and  thence  to  Illinois,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years ;  Nancy  was 
twenty-five  vears  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death." 

John  Austin  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
farm,  and  early  began  to  contribute  his  quota 
to  its  work,  while  as  a  boy  he  enjoyed  to  the 
full  the  pleasures  and  attractions  of  Lake 
Erie,  on  whose  shore  the  farm  lies.  He  re- 
calls that  as  a  lad  the  sturgeon  would  approach 
close  to  the  shore,  so  that  their  backs  would 
appear  above  the  surface,  and  he  caught  many 
of  the  fish,  as  did  other  boys,  a  number  of 
whom  remain  to  verify  the  fact  here  stated. 
Mr.  Austin  was  afforded  the  advantages  of 
the  district  school  and  continued  to  be  asso- 
ciated in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  abandoned  the 
plowshare  to  respond  to  the  call  of  higher 
duty,  when  the  integrity  of  the  nation  was 
placed  in  jeopardy  through  armed  rebellion. 

In  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  same  at  the  time  of 
its  organization.    This  regiment  was  recruited 


from  the  northeastern  corner  of  Ohio  and 
had  several  Madison  men  on  its  rolls.  It  was 
composed  of  twelve  batteries.  With  this  gal- 
lant command  Mr.  Austin  continued  in  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  having  re-enlisted 
at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term.  The  bat- 
tery to'  which  he  was  attached  had  six  guns, 
and  he  began  his  service  as  driver  of  a  wheel 
team,  and  he  thus  served  for  twenty-eight 
months.  After  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  he 
was  given  charge  of  a  gun,  with  eight  men  as 
gunners,  besides  a  number  of  teamsters.  He 
was  promoted  corporal  of  his  company  in 
1862.  He  was  slightly  wounded  on  one  occa- 
sion, but  never  sufficiently  to  necessitate  his 
leaving  the  ranks.  In  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga thirteen  men  and  thirty-six  horses  of 
his  battery  were  killed,  and  he,  alone  and  un- 
aided, took  his  gun  off  the  field,  with  but  a 
single  span  of  horses.  This  gun  weighed 
thirty-six  hundred  pounds,  and  with  the  one 
team  he  hauled  the  same  a  distance  of  two 
and  one-half  miles,  over  rough  land.  At  the 
time  of  the  dedication  of  the  monument  to 
his  'regiment  on  the  field  of  Chickamauga,  in 
1896,  he  was  present  to  aid  in  designating  the 
point  where  his  battery  stood.  The  history  of 
the  gallant  command  to  which  he  belonged 
constitutes  the  record  of  Mr.  Austin's  military 
career,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into 
details  in  this  article.  In  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, it  may  be  noted,  his  command  was 
under  fire  for  ninety-six  days.  Of  the  twenty- 
four  men  from  Madison  township  who  were 
members  of  the  First  Ohio  Artillery,  there 
were  but  five  left  when  the  organization  dis- 
banded. The  command  took  part  in  the  grand 
review  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  Mr. 
Austin  was  there  mustered  out,  under  general 
orders,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1865.  He  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  on  the  15th  of 
the  same  month,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

After  the  close  of  his  signally  faithful  and 
valiant  service  as  a  loyal  soldier  of  the  repub- 
lic, Mr.  Austin  assumed  charge  of  the  old 
homestead  farm,  to  the  supervision  of  which 
he  continued  to  give  his  attention  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  he  severed  this  active  asso- 
ciation in  January,  1884.  when  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Lake  county, 
to  which  position  he  was  elected  in  the  pre- 
ceding November.  He  removed  to  Paines- 
ville,  the  county  seat,  and  gave  an  admirable 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  office  to 
which  he  had  been  chosen.  The  popular  appre- 
ciation of  this  fact  was  shown  in  his  being 
chosen  as  his  own  successor  at  the  expiration 
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of  his  first  term,  and  he  thus  remained  incum- 
bent of  the  office  for  four  consecutive  years. 

After  his  retirement  from  office,  Mr.  Austin 
returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  remained  four 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  sold  the 
property  and  returned  to  Painesville,  where  he 
served  a  few  months  as  city  marshal.  He  then 
located  in  the  village  of  Madison,  where,  in 
1892,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  W. 
Stocking,  and  purchased  the  local  saw  mill 
and  lumber  yard,  in  connection  with  which  a 
feed  store  also  was  conducted.  The  enterprise 
was  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  Austin 
&  Stocking  for  five  years,  and  C.  W.  Morley 
then  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Stocking. 
The  firm  of  Austin  &  Morley  continued  the 
business  for  six  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  they  sold  the  plant  and  business  to  A.  N. 
Benjamin.  During  this  interval  of  more  than 
ten  years  the  saw  mill  had  been  kept  in  oper- 
ation, and  it  was  supplied  by  the  purchasing  of 
standing  timber  by  the  firm,  who  thus  made 
the  enterprise  successful.  Since  disposing  of 
his  interest  in  this  business,  Mr.  Austin  has 
lived  retired,  having  an  attractive  residence  in 
Madison,  and  being  also  the  owner  of  other 
real  estate  in  the  village  and  township. 

He  is  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the 
village  council,  and  also  holds  the  office  of 
township  trustee  of  his  native  township.  He 
is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  its 
county  and  congressional  conventions.  He  is 
an  officer  for  the  juvenile  court  and  also  holds 
the  position  of  humane  officer  for  the  eastern 
part  of  Lake  county.  Mr.  Austin  is  a  valued 
and  appreciative  member  of  Brennan  Post, 
No.  358,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  Mad- 
ison, of  which  he  is  past  commander,  and  is 
also  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  and  his  wife  are  most 
zealous  and  devoted  members  of  the  Baptist 
church,  in  which  he  is  a  deacon.  No  citizen 
(if  Madison  enjoys  more  unalloyed  popularity 
than  this  native  son  and  veteran  soldier,  whose 
circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that  of  his 
acquaintances. 

In  1867  Mr.  Austin  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Octavia  Quirk,  daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  Quirk,  of  Madison  township,  where  she 
was  born  and  reared.  Mr.  Quirk  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Isle  of  Man  and  came  to  Ohio 
when  a  young  man.  Mrs.  Austin  was  sum- 
moned to  eternal  rest  in  1891,  and  is  survived 
by  one  child,  Susan,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  W. 
Morley,  of  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county.  Tn 
1893    Mr.    Austin    contracted   a    second   mar- 
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riage,  being  then  united  to  Mrs.  Helen  J. 
(Wade)  Pettis,  widow  of  Daniel  Pettis,  of 
Madison,  and  a  daughter  of  Harmon  C.  Wade, 
who  was  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Madison 
township  and  also  a  local  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  came  to 
Ohio  from  Chautauqua  county,  New  York, 
where  Mrs.  Austin  was  born,  and  she  was  a 
child  of  two  years  at  the  time  of  the  family 
removal  to  Ohio.  Mrs.  Austin  had  two  daugh- 
ters by  her  first  marriage:  Ona  Belle,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  Coffin,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years ;  and  Elva  L., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Irvin  D.  Ketcham,  of  Wil- 
loughby,  Lake  county. 

Charles  S.  Kent,  the  well-known  teacher 
at  Mogadore,  Portage  county,  is  of  an  ancient 
family  comprising  large  land  owners  in  Eng- 
land and  in  America  several  governors  and 
leaders  in  every  profession  and  honorable  walk 
of  life.  The  original  emigrant  to  this  country 
was  Thomas  Kent,  who,  in  1643,  settled  with 
his  wife  at  Gloucester,  Massachusetts.  In 
1678,  about  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  Samuel  Kent  moved  to  Suffield,  Con- 
necticut, and  thereafter  for  several  generations 
the  family  history  is  connected  with  the  patri- 
otic and  useful  members  who  resided  in  this 
locality.  Elihu  Kent  was  captain  of  a  Suffield 
company  of  minute  men  in  the  Revolution,  and 
left  seven  sons  to  commemorate  his  patriotism 
in  that  conflict,  one  of  whom  (by  the  same 
name)  was  a  colonel.  Another  of  his  sons, 
Martin,  was  born  at  Suffield,  Connecticut, 
April  1.  1761,  and  several  years  prior  to  1807 
migrated  with  his  family  to  New  Hampshire, 
near  Hanover.  This  is  the  member  of  the 
family  who  became  its  pioneer  in  the  Western 
Reserve. 

In  the  spring  of  1807  Martin  Kent,  Sr.,  left 
New  Hampshire  for  town  1,  range  9,  Portage 
county,  which  is  now  the  town  of  Suffield, 
Portage  county,  then  Trumbull  county.  Their 
adventuresome  journey  thither,  as  well  as 
other  details  connected  with  the  family  geneal- 
ogy, are  elsewhere  published  (see  biography  of 
Horace  H.  Kent).  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  he 
became  a  large  land  owner  and  a  leading  citi- 
zen, and  left  six  children  to  continue  the  fine 
family  record  in  the  Western  Reserve. 

Josiah,  the  third  son,  was  born  at  Suffield, 
Ohio.  May  16,  181 1,  and  on  December  1,  1835, 
married  Miss  Lucia  Miller,  who  was  born  at 
Granby,  Connecticut,  February  14,  1816.  After 
his  father's  death  Josiah  continued  the  pioneer 
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home  until  his  own  decease  September  27, 
1894;  his  wife  passed  away  April  22,  1900. 
In  many  ways  Josiah  (grandfather  of  Charles 
S.)  resembled  his  father,  being  kind  hearted 
and  always  ready  to  help  a  friend  in  trouble. 
He  himself  was  the  father  of  eight  children — 
Dwight,  Martin,  Herbert,  Xorris,  Duane  M., 
Eorinda.  Delia  and  Maria. 

Duane  M.  Kent  was  born  at  Suffield,  Ohio, 
February  21,  1851,  and  on  September  15,  1880. 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Stone,  whose  birth- 
place was  Tallmadge,  that  state,  and  the  day, 
May  21,  1859.  Two  children  were  born  of 
their  union — Charles  Stone,  October  25,  1881, 
and  Florence  V.,  August  25,  1886.  The  former 
is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College  and,  as  stated, 
is  engaged  in  teaching. 

Tyler  Wilks  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  old 
pioneer  families  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
he  was  born  in  its  township  of  Edinburg  May 
6,  1841,  to  John  and  Anna  (Benton)  Wilks, 
the  father  born  in  1800  in  Pennsylvania  and 
the  mother  in  Connecticut.  The  paternal 
grandparents,  Samuel  and  Sarah  Wilks,  were 
both  of  English  parentage,  while  the  maternal 
grandparents.  William  and  Roxie  (Bryant) 
Benton,  were  from  Connecticut  and  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  in  1812.  Coming  from 
Columbiana  county  to  Portage  county  in  183 1 
John  Wilks  bought  200  acres  of  land  in  Edin- 
burg township,  heavily  covered  with  timber, 
and"  he  at  once  started  to  clear  his  land.  In 
1885,  he  bought  123  acres  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship, just  opposite  his  first  property,  and  there 
he  died  just  one  year  later,  in  July,  1886.  Seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  were 
born  to  John  and  Anna  Wilks,  namely :  Anna, 
who  became  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Fifer  and  died  in 
i860,  leaving  two  children,  C.  J.  Fifer,  of  Ber- 
lin Center,  Ohio,  and  Louisa,  the  wife  of 
Michael  Adolph,  of  Ravenna ;  Sarah,  who  has 
never  married  and  resides  on  129  acres  of  the 
old  home  place ;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  ;  Tyler,  the  subject  of  this  review  , 
Roxie,  the  wife  of  James  A.  Wilson,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Frederick  V.  and  Ethan  W. ;  Mary  J., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  ;  and 
Lucy  E.,  whose  home  is  in  Ravenna.  Sarah 
Wilks  has  owned  the  home  place  since  1886, 
and  her  brother  Tyler  and  his  son  reside  there 
with  her. 

Tvler  Wilks  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  his  marriage  on  June  6,  1865,  to 
Emily  J.  Hannold,  and  of  their  five  children, 


only  two  are  now  living,  Thomas  J.,  with  his 
father  and  aunt,  and  Susan  M.,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Sanford  and  a  resident  of  Rootstown 
township.  The  wife  and  mother  is  also  de- 
ceased, dying  in  May  of  1874,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  Mr.  Wilks  weeded  Amanda  E. 
Hines,  born  in  Atwater  township,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Annie  Hines.  The  two  children  of 
this  union  are  Mary  and  Clara,  who  reside  with 
Miss  Lucy  E.  Wilks  in  Ravenna.  Mr.  Wilks 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

Dwight,  Rorxix  and  Martha  Stillsox 
are  proprietors  of  a  farm  in  Brimfield  town- 
ship, Portage  county.  Dwight  M.  Stillson  was 
born  in  Tallmadge,  and  Rollin  S.  Stillson  was 
born  in  Brimfield  township,  on  the  farm  he 
now  owns,  as  was  also  his  sister  Martha.  They 
are  children  of  Alexander  F.  and  Mary  Anna 
(Stone)  Stillson,  the  former  born  in  Bethle- 
hem, Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  July  3, 
1820.  His  father,  Amos  Stillson,  spent  "the  last 
portion  of  his  life  in  Brimfield,  where  he  died 
October  6,  1870,  his  wife  having  died  ten  years 
previously  at  the  old  home  in  Connecticut. 
Mary  Ann  Stone's  parents  settled  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Tallmadge  township  in  1819,  com- 
ing from  Connecticut  in  ox-carts  with  Mrs. 
Stone's  father.  Lyman  Sperry.  and  his  family, 
the  trip  being  the  wedding  journey  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stone.  The  oldest  brother,  Amadeus 
Sperry,  settled  in  Streetsboro  township,  upon 
the  place  now  occupied  by  his  great-grandsons, 
William  McDowell  and  Robert  and  Gleason 
Sperry. 

Alexander  Stillson  lived  in  his  native  state 
until  1857.  and  in  that  year  came  to  Tallmadge, 
where  he  was  married,  and  proceeded  to  Law- 
rence, Kansas.  He  had  been  a  farmer  and  car- 
penter in  Connecticut.  He  spent  several  years 
in  Kansas,  living  near  the  home  of  the  re- 
nowned John  Brown,  so  prominent  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  During  the  war  Mr.  Stillson 
suffered  greatly  from  the  depredations  of 
Ouantrell  and  his  followers,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1863  Mrs.  Stillson  with  two  sons  returned  to 
Ohio,  the  father  remaining  until  the  following 
spring.  In  1864  they  settled  in  Brimfield 
township,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  their 
two  sons  and  daughter.  Besides  the  three 
children  already  mentioned,  they  had  three 
sons  born  in  Kansas,  namely :  Mansfield  Stone 
Stillson.  who  is  married  and  lives  at  Galena, 
Kansas :  Ira  Fremont  Stillson.  who  died  in 
Tallmadge.  Ohio.  April  5,  1896,  and  Willie, 
who  died  in  infancy. 
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Dwight  and  Rollin  Stillson  purchased  the 
farm  of  their  father's  estate,  and  do  a  general 
line  of  farming,  besides  making  a  specialty  of 
dairy  cows.  They  have  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle.  The  brothers  and  their  sister  are  in- 
dustrious workers  and  good  business  man- 
agers, and  have  prospered  well  in  the  fifteen 
years  they  have  carried  on  this  enterprise. 

Andrew  and  Frank  Kurtz,  sons  of  Jacob 
G.  and  Mary  (Zug)  Kurtz,  have  lived  in  Brim- 
field  township,  Portage  county,  since  the  re- 
spective ages  of  eight  and  seven  years.  They 
have  both  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
the  younger  brother  is  quite  well  known  in 
the  educational  and  other  public  affairs  of  the 
township.  Andrew  was  born  February  7,  1865, 
and  has  remained  single,  now  residing  with  his 
widowed  mother. 

Frank  Kurtz  was  born  March  20,  1866,  and 
resided  at  home  until  his  marriage  in  1885  to 
Miss  Mary  Swartz.  a  native  of  Suffield  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  who  was  born  of  Ger- 
man parents.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows :  Pearl, 
who  was  born  in  1888  and  resides  with  her 
Grandmother  Kurtz ;  Estelle,  who  was  born  in 
1886  and  in  1908  married  a  Mr.  Grund ;  Dora, 
born  in  1892,  and  Emmett,  born  in  1895,  who 
live  at  home,  and  Howard  and  Harry  (twins), 
born  in  October,  1900,  who  are  also  with  their 
parents.  Ruthie,  born  in  1897,  died  in  1899. 
The  father  of  this  family  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  served  his  township  as  constable, 
member  of  the  school  board  and  trustee.  He 
now  holds  the  offices  of  councilman  and  town- 
ship trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

The  Kurtz  family  has  been  established 
among  the  thrifty  and  intelligent  Germans  of 
Switzerland  for  several  generations,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Andrew  and  Frank  being  a 
native  of  the  rugged  little  republic.  Their 
father,  Jacob  G,  was  born  in  Lebanon  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  early  fifties  located 
with  his  parents  in  Suffield  township,  this 
county.  He  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage 
in  1864,  and  in  1873  moved  with  his  family 
to  Brimfield  township,  where  he  died  on  his 
farm,  March  20,  1907.  His  widow  (nee  Mary 
Zug)  is  still  residing  on  the  old  homestead 
with  her  son  Andrew.  Her  father,  who  is 
nearly  ninety  years  of  age  and  is  the  first  of 
five  generations,  is  one  of  the  most  venerable 
residents  of  Suffield  township,  as  well  as 
among  its  oldest  pioneers.    He  first  located  in 


Springfield  township  in  1845,  but  soon  after- 
ward became  a  reallv  permanent  resident  of 

Suffield. 

Thomas  M.  Moore,  M.  D. — An  able  repre- 
sentative of  the  medical  profession  in  Lake 
county  is  Dr.  Moore,  who  is  engaged  in  active 
practice  in  the  village  of  Willoughby,  where 
he  has  a  large  and  substantial  clientage.  He 
is  a  native  son  of  the  Western  Reserve  and 
both  his  father  and  his  paternal  grandfather 
were  physicians  and  surgeons  who  practiced 
their  profession  in  the  historic  old  Reserve. 
As  a  physician  and  as  a  loyal  and  public-spir- 
ited citizen  the  doctor  is  well  upholding  the 
prestige  of  the  honored  name  which  he  bears. 

Dr.  Thomas  Marlett  Moore  was  born  at 
Gates  Mills,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr. 
Thomas  M.  and  Eliza  O.  (Marlett)  Moore. 
His  father  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  M. 
Moore,  who  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  New  York  City  until  he  came  to 
Ohio  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Cleveland.  As  such  his  name 
appears  in  a  directory  of  that  city  issued  in  the 
vear  1837,  and  his  residence  is  given  as  18 
Prospect  street,  now  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
principal  business  district  of  the  Ohio  metrop- 
olis. He  finally  removed  to  Gates  Mills,  in 
the  same  county,  where  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  until  his  death.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  his  son.  Dr.  Thomas 
M.  (2d),  was  the  only  child  of  the  first  union. 
The  two  children  of  the  second  marriage  are 
Dr.  P.  G  Moore,  of  Wabash,  Indiana,  and 
Mrs.  Martha  Morrill,  of  Cleveland. 

Dr.  Thomas  M.  Moore  (2d)  studied  medi- 
cine under  the  able  preceptorship  of  his  father, 
later  attended  a  medical  college  then  located  in 
Willoughby,  Lake  county,  and  finally  was 
graduated  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College. 
He  followed  in  practice  his  father  at  Gates 
Mills,  and  there  he  continued  in  ,the  active 
work  of  his  profession  until  his  death,  when 
about  thirty-five  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Eliza 
( ).  (Marlett)  Moore,  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Fanny  (Moore)  Marlett,  of 
Orange  township,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  and 
of  the  three  children  the  subject  of  this  review 
was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Florence, 
the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  N.  A.  Dal- 
rymple,  and  they  resided  at  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia, at  the  time  of  her  death  ;  and  Helen,  the 
wife  of  H.  B.  Maxwell,  of  Pasadena.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Moore 
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became 'the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Davis,  of  Gates 
Mills,  whence  they  removed  to  Willoughby, 
Lake  county,  and  finally  they  took  up  their 
residence  in  Pasadena,  California,  where  Dr. 
Davis  died  and  where  his  widow  still  resides, 
being  seventy-nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
this  writing,  in  1909.  Dr.  Davis  had  succeeded 
to  the  practice  of  Dr.  Moore,  at  Gates  Mills, 
diid  he  removed  to  California  about  twenty 
years  ago.  His  remains  were  brought  back  to 
Ohio  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Willoughby. 

Dr.  Thomas  Marlett  Moore,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  five  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  he  was' 
then  taken  into  the  home  of  his  maternal 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Fanny  (Moore)  Smith,  of 
Warrensville,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio ;  her  first 
husband  was  Thomas  Marlett,  and  after  his 
death  she  became  the  wife  of  Erastus  Smith. 
Dr.  Moore  remained  in  the  home  of  his  grand- 
mother until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and 
his  early  educational  training  was  secured  in. 
the  public  schools  of  Warrensville.  His  grand- 
mother died  and  he  then  returned  to  the  home 
of  his  mother,  in  Willoughby,  where  he  was 
reared  to  maturity  and  where  he  continued  his 
studies  in  Willoughby  College.  He  then  began 
reading  medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of 
his  stepfather.  Dr.  Davis,  and  finally  entered 
the  medical  department  of  Wooster  University, 
in  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1878  and  from  which  he  received  his 
well-earned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
at  once  entered  into  a  professional  partnership 
with  his  stepfather.  Dr.  Davis,  with  whom  he 
was  associated  in  practice  in  Willoughby  for 
three  years,  and  later  succeeded  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Dr.  Davis,  who  removed  to  California, 
and  he  has  since  continued  in  the  active  work 
■  of  his  profession,  having  been  a  practitioner 
in  Willoughby  for  more  than  thirty  consecutive 
years.  He  took  an  effective  post-graduate 
course  in  the  celebrated  Bellevue  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York  City,  in  188  i,  and  keeps  in 
close  touch  with  the  advances  made  in  both 
branches  of  his  profession,  having  a  fine  medi- 
cal library  and  also  reading  the  best  periodical 
literature  pertaining  to  medicine  and  surgery. 
His  success  in  his  chosen  vocation  offers  the 
best  attestation  to  his  ability,  and  his  practice 
is  of  a  thoroughly  representative  order.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  Lake  County  Medical  Society.  Though 
giving  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 


party,  Dr.  Moore  has  ever  found  the  exactions 
of  his  profession  fully  adequate  to  demand  his 
undivided  attention,  and  has  never  been  active 
in  political  affairs.  He  served  two  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  village  council. 

In  1 88 1  Dr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ida  May  Scott,  of  Luana,  Clayton 
county,  Iowa,  and  a  distant  relative  of  his  step- 
father. Mrs.  Moore  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1899,  and  of  their  two  children  one 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Florence  Luana 
is  now  the  wife  of  H.  W.  Meyer,  of  Pasadena, 
California.  She  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  having  attended  Harcourt  College, 
at  Gambier,  Ohio ;  Hamilton  Institute,  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  also  Throop  School,  in 
Pasadena,  California.  She  is  a  talented  musi- 
cian, being  a  specially  skillful  performer  on 
the  violin. 

On  February  5,  1908,  Dr.  Moore  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Ida  Cadle, 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Emily  (Aston) 
Cadle,  of  Mentor,  Lake  county,  where  her 
father  is  now  living  retired,  after  having 
been  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  produce 
business  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Moore 
attended  Lake  Erie  College,  at  Painesville, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  successful  and  popular  teacher 
in  the  public  school  at  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Rev.  John  Jamison  Pearce  devoted  many 
years  of  his  life  to  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
but  he  is  now  living  retired  at  Conneaut.  He 
is  known  for  his  nobility  and  integrity  of  char- 
acter and  for  his  high  and  peculiar  gifts  of 
nature.  Corn  in  Wilkesbarre.  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania.  February  28.  1826,  he  is  a  son 
of  the  Rev.  Marmaduke  Pearce  and  Hannah 
Jamison,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  the  last  man 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  Wyoming  Valley 
massacre.  He  was  a  descendant  of  John 
Alden,  of  Mayflower  fame.  Members  of  the 
Pearce  family  fought  in  the  battle  of  the  Coyne 
under  William  of  Orange,  and  Colonel  Crom- 
well Pearce,  a  brother  of  Marmaduke,  was  in 
the  fort  at  the  time  General  Pike  was  killed, 
and  he  was  given  the  fallen  General's  com- 
mand in  the  war  of  18 12.     • 

Marmaduke  Pearce  was  one  of  the  ablest 
members  to  grace  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
ministry,  an  influential  member  of  the  Oneida 
Conference,  and  his  last  field  was  as  presiding 
elder  of  Oneida  Conference,  where  he  was  a 
presiding  elder  for  years.  He  was  born 
August     17,     1776,     and     died     at     Berwick, 
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Pennsylvania,  August  II,  1852,  when  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  the  father  of  three 
sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  Stewart  Pearce, 
the  historian  of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
the  family  genealogist,  the  postmaster  of 
Wilkesbarre  for  eight  years,  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature  during  1849-50,  collector  of 
tolls  on  canals  and  railroads  in  the  state  and 
who  died  in  Wilkesbarre  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  During  his  lifetime  he  distributed 
twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  to  various 
benevolences.  Cromwell  Pearce,  the  second 
son,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

The  Rev.  John  Jamison  Pearce,  the  young- 
est of  the  three  sons,  received  his  education  in 
a  Quaker  seminary  under  Thomas  Menden- 
hall.  and  when  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  began  to  preach  the  gospel  as  a  circuit 
rider.  A  strong  and  forcible  speaker,  earnest 
and  eloquent  in  the  presentation  of  the  truth, 
his  efforts  were  blessed  and  he  rose  to  a  high 
place  in  his  conference,  laboring  mainly  during 
the  latter  years  of  his  ministerial  work  in  the 
larger  cities,  and  he  also  served  as  presiding 
elder  in  three  districts.  In  1854  the  Rev. 
Pearce  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the 
Lycoming  district,  Pennsylvania,  serving  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  1855-6.  being  the  youngest 
member  of  that  session,  and  he  is  now  its  only 
survivor.  He  refused  a  renomination  at  the 
close  of  his  term.  Ben  Wade  was  then  the 
U.  S.  senator,  while  Joshua  R.  Giddings  sat 
in  the  house,  and  Horace  Greeley  was  his  per- 
sonal friend.  In  i860  Rev.  Pearce  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  general  conference  at  Buffalo  which 
changed  the  general  rule  relative  to  slavery. 
His  influence  has  ever  been  found  on  the  side 
of  progress,  of  liberty  and  of  right,  and  the 
effect  of  his  labors  have  been  far  reaching.  But 
in  1888  he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the 
ministry,  and  his  home  has  since  been  in  Con- 
neaut  and  at  his  winter  home  in  Tarpon 
Springs,  Florida. 

He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Dunn  in  1848. 
a  daughter  of  Washington  Dunn,  the  owner  of 
a  large  and  valuable  island  in  the  Susquehanna 
river.  The  four  children  of  this  marriage  union 
are  :  Stewart  Pearce,  connected  with  the  Nickel 
Plate  Railroad  at  Conneaut ;  Anna,  the  wife 
of  Harry  Schalk,  also  of  Conneaut ;  Bessie,  the 
wife  of  F.  A.  Howard,  of  Chester.  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  Grace,  wife  of  William  A.  Richey, 
connected  with  a  packing  house  in  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri. 


Colonel  Roswell  Humphreys  was  a  pio- 
neer of  Lake  county,  Ohio,  and  though  he  lived 
but  comparatively  few  years  after  coming  to 
the  Western  Reserve  he  left  upon  the  pioneer 
community  and  its  annals  the  impress  of  his 
sterling  character  and  marked  ability.  Other 
members  of  the  family  also  came  to  this  coun- 
ty, and  with  its  history  the  name  has  been  iden- 
tified for  many  years,  while  numerous  repre- 
sentatives went  from  Ohio  to  play  well  their 
parts  in  other  sections  of  the  Union. 

Colonel  Humphreys  was  born  in  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  and  was  a  scion  of  a  fam- 
ily founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial 
epoch  of  our  national  history.  The  old  home- 
stead in  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  was 
located  at  Winchester  Center.  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1834, 
making.  Lake  county  his  destination  and  set- 
tling on  a  farm  just  east  of  the  present  village 
of  Willoughby.  in  the  township  of  the  same 
name.  This  place  is  now  occupied  by  mem- 
bers of  the  family  of  the  late  Jacob  Mall  and 
it  is  altogether  probable  that  the  present  dwell- 
ing was  erected  by  Colonel  Humphreys.  There 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  when 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  died  about 
1840,  and  thus  was  a  man  venerable  in  years 
at  the  time  of  coming  to  Ohio.  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys had  served  as  colonel  in  the  state 
militia  of  Connecticut,  and  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  of  1812  he  took  his  command  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  he  and  his  regiment 
were  active  participants  in  the  various  maneu- 
vering of  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Niagara 
Falls.  Me  proved  a  gallant  and  able  com- 
mander on  the  field  of  battle  and  his  record 
in  the  war  is  a  matter  of  history.  He  was  ac- 
companied to  Ohio  by  his  sons  Oscar.  William, 
Hiram,  George,  Roswell,  Jr.,  and  Horace  J., 
and  also  by  his  daughter  Betsey,  who  later  be- 
came the  wife  of  Rev.  Correct  Viall,  a  brother 
of  Jacob  Viall,  whose  name  was  prominentlv 
linked  with  the  history  of  Lake  county.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  the  sister  Betsev 
married  a.  Mr.  King,  whom  she  survived,  as  did 
she  also  her  third  husband,  whose  name  was 
Moore.  She  died  in  Lake  county  at  a  vener- 
able age. 

All  of  the  sons  of  Colonel  Humphreys  event- 
ually found  homes  outside  of  Lake  county,  with 
the  exception  of  Horace  J.  Oscar,  the  young- 
est of  the  sons,  was  a  carriag.emaker  by  trade 
and  vocation  and  he  located  in  Chicago  in  the 
days  when  it  was  a  mere  village,  having  been 
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a  resident  there  at  the  time  when  the  Indians 
held  their  great  powwow  to  decide  whether  or 
not  they  should  kill  the  aged  chief  who  coun- 
seled friendship  with  the  white  settlers  and 
then  attack  the  whites  or  should  follow  his  ad- 
vice. Oscar  Humphreys  became  a  successful 
business  man  in  Chicago,  whose  development 
he  witnessed  until  it  became  a  city  of  more 
than  a  million  population.  He  was  there  killed 
in  a  street  car  accident  at  the  time  of  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition,  in  1893,  at 
which  time  he  was  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Horace  J.  Humphreys  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Connecticut,  where  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  McCalpin,  who 
was  born  at  Winchester  Center,  Litchfield 
county,  that  state,  in  a  house  which  had  been 
erected  in  1771.  They  had  seven  children  at 
the  time  of  the  removal  to  Ohio,  and  they  set- 
tled in  the  village  of  Willoughby,  Lake  county, 
about  1835.  Here  the  father  operated  a  wagon 
shop  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  nine  years  after  the  removal 
to  this  county.  He  was  fifty-four  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  demise.  One  child  was  born 
after  the  removal  from  Connecticut,  Oscar, 
born  1836  and  he  thus  left  his  widow  with  the 
care  of  eight  children.  Soon  after  the  death 
of  her  husband  this  devoted  mother  secured 
the  present  family  homestead,  and  she  erected 
on  the  lot  the  dwelling  which  has  here  stood 
for  more  than  sixty  years.  She  was  seventy- 
four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  and 
her  memory  is  revered  by  all  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  her  gentle  and  gracious  influence. 
She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  instinct  with  kindly  deeds  and 
generous  sympathy. 

Concerning  the  children  of  Horace  J.  and 
Elizabeth  (McCalpin)  Humphreys  the  follow- 
ing record  is  consistently  entered.  Margaret, 
who  became  the  wife  of  C.  J.  Koman,  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Helen,  who  was  a 
teacher  of  painting  and  fancy  work  in  the  old 
Lake  Erie  Seminary,  at  Willoughby,  never 
married  and  lived  to  the  venerable-  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  Several  of  her  paintings  are 
still  to  be  found  in  the  old  family  homestead, 
which  she  long  graced  with  her  presence. 
Louisa,  who  had  been  a  successful  and  popular 
school  teacher,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
years.  John  went  to  California  in  1852,  and 
there  he  remained  many  years,  becoming  a  suc- 
cessful manufacturer  of  lumber.  He  returned 
to  the  east  about  1886  and  passed  his  declining 
days   in   the   old    family    homestead    in    Wil- 


loughby, where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Curtis 
R.  Merrill  and  was  about  thirty  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  William  accompanied 
his  brother  John  on  the  long  and  perilous  over- 
land trip  to  California,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  mining  until  1863.  when  he  followed  the 
rush  into  the  gold  fields  of  Nevada,  whence  he 
later  went  to  Idaho,  soon  after  the  discovery 
of  gold  at  Jordan  Creek.  He  made  the  trail 
across  the  mountains,  passing  over  Eagle 
mountain,  and  he  was  successful  as  a  veteran 
prospector  and  miner,  though  he  eventually 
lost  a  considerable  amount  of  his  money 
through  the  perfidy  of  a  partner  in  his  ven- 
tures. He  lived  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the 
wild  life  of  the  mining  camps  of  the  early  days 
and  remained  in  the  west  for  forty-three  years. 
He  returned  to  the  east  in  1895  and  since  1906 
has  lived  a  retired  life  in  the  attractive  old 
homestead  in  Willoughby,  in  the  companion- 
ship of  his  brother  Oscar,  both  being  bachelors. 
Hurlburt  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and 
he  died  in  Willoughby  when  sixty-two  years 
of  age.  Oscar,  the  youngest  of  the  sons,  ten- 
dered his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union  at 
the  inception  of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  the 
First  Ohio  Independent  Battery.  He  responded 
to  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  infantry 
volunteers,  but  as  the  quota  was  full  he  entered 
the  artillery  arm  of  the  service.  He  continued 
with  his  command  for  more  than  three  years, 
starting  as  gunner  and  eventually  being  pro- 
moted to  the  office  of  sergeant.  He  was  on 
detached  duty  at  Charleston  and  Columbus, 
Ohio,  after  the  Lynchburg  and  New  River 
Bridge  raid.  He  was  given  a  sergeant's  war- 
rant and  a  captured  gun  to  go  on  the  raid  and 
tried  to  burn  New  River  Bridge  with  the 
cavalry  in  the  winter  of  1862-63,  but  the  ice 
thawed  and  they  were  sent  to  Fort  Delany  op- 
posite Charleston,  West  Virginia,  and  were 
there  ten  months  before  they  were  mustered 
for  pay.  Mr.  Humphreys  was  mustered  as 
corporal,  but  did  not  draw  his  pay  as  he  wrote 
to  his  captain  to  muster  him  as  a  private.  He 
was  discharged  as  a  private,  but  drew  ser- 
geant's pay,  having  never  been  court  niar- 
tialed  or  serving  as  a  private.  While  in  action 
Mr.  Humphreys  had  charge  of  a  No.  1  gun  and 
had  a  horse  on  which  to  ride  during  the  march. 
He  carried  Colonel  Hayes'  pass  through 
guards  and  pickets  until  further  orders  for 
eighteen  months,  and  when  he  was  president 
at  the  reunion  at  Fremont,  Mr.  Humphreys 
was  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Twenty- 
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third  Ohio.  As  already  noted  he  remains  with 
his  brother  William,  in  the  old  homestead,  and 
both  are  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community. 
They  are  independent  in  politics  and  Oscar  is 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Nahum  P>.  Gates. — A  strong  and  noble 
character  was  that  of  the  late  Colonel  Nahum 
Ball  Gates,  of  Elyria,  who  exerted  a  beneficent 
and  emphatic  influence  in  connection  with  busi- 
ness, public  and  civic  affairs  in  the  Western 
Reserve  during  the  course  of  a  long  and  sig- 
nificantly successful  career.  The  greater  part 
of  his  life  was  passed  within  the  confines  of 
the  Western  Reserve  and  he  gained  success 
and  prestige  through  his  individual  ability  and 
application,  ever  standing  exemplar  of  that 
integrity  of  purpose  which  figures  as  the 
plumb  of  character  and  makes  for  objective 
valuation  in  connection  with  the  varied  rela- 
tions of  life.  He  held  various  offices  of  pub- 
lic trust,  was  a  potent  factor  in  industrial  and 
business  activities  and  was  one  of  the  honored 
and  influential  citizens  of  Lorain  county.  His 
strength  was  as  the  number  of  his  days  and 
he  was  summoned  from  the  mortal  life  in  the 
fulness  of  years  and  honors,  his  death  occur- 
ring at  his  home  in  Elyria  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, 1890. 

Colonel  Gates,  who  gained  his  military  title 
through  his  service  in  a  local  military  organi- 
zation, was  a  native  of  the  old  Green  Moun- 
tain state  and  a  member  of  a  sterling  family, 
of  English  lineage,  that  was  founded  in  Amer- 
ica in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of  our  national 
history.  He  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 
on  the  28th  of  September,  1812,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Ball)  Gates,  who 
took  up  their  abode  in  St.  Albans  in  1800, 
upon  their  removal  from  their  native  state  of 
Massachusetts.  The  parents  continued  to 
maintain  their  home  in  Vermont  until  their 
death.  Colonel  Gates  was  afforded  the  advan- 
tages not  only  of  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality  and  period,  but  also  pursued  high 
branches  of  study  in  St.  Albans  Academy,  a 
well  ordered  institution  in  his  native  town. 
That  he  made  good  use  of  his  scholastic  op- 
portunities is  assured  when  we  revert  to  the 
fact  that  after  leaving  the  academy  he  was  for 
three  years  a  successful  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  state. 

In  the  spring,  of  1834,  a  few  months  after 
attaining  to  his  legal  majority.  Colonel  Gates 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Elyria,  where  his 
elder  brother,  Horatio  N.,  had  established  him- 


self in  the  general  merchandise  business  some 
time  previously.  Colonel  Gates  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  his  brother's  store  in  Elyria  from 
September,  1834,  until  the  following  May, 
when  he  went  to  Cleveland,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  several  months.  He  then  returned 
to  Elyria  and  soon  afterward  went  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Black  River,  now  known  as  Lorain, 
where  he  opened  a  general  store  for  the  firm 
of  Gates  &  Green,  of  which  his  brother  was 
the  senior  member.  He  remained  in  charge  of 
this  establishment  until  1838,  and  during  the 
panic  that  ensued  he  was  associated  with  his 
brother  Horatio  in  the  forwarding  and  com- 
mission business  at  Black  River,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Gates  Brothers.  He  continued 
to  be  thus  identified  with  this  line  of  enter- 
prise until  1844.  In  1838  he  was  elected  sher- 
iff of  Lorain  county,  and  from  that  time  for- 
ward he  maintained  his  home  in  Elyria,  with 
whose  development  and  progress  he  was  most 
prominently  identified.  In  1843  ne  nere 
erected  a  saw  mill  and  a  sash,  door  and  blind 
factory,  which  he  operated  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  he  also  conducted  an  ashery,  for 
tne  manufacture  of  perlash,  for  many  years. 
In  1843  ne  was  elected  president  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Elyria,  and  this  office  he  held  for  sev- 
eral terms,  at  varying  intervals.  As  chief 
executive  of  the  municipal  government  he  did 
much  to  forward  the  best  interests  of  the  little 
city  which  so  long  represented  his  home  and 
to  which  his  loyalty  was  ever  of  the  most  in- 
sistent type.  In  1844  he  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  business  in  Elyria,  where  he 
conducted  a  profitable  enterprise  for  a  number 
of  years.  In  1850  he  became  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Lorain  Plank 
Road  Company,  and  he  was  superintendent  of 
its  affairs  for  several  years.  In  1852  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Lorain  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  and  during  his  regime  the 
association  enjoyed  marked  prosperity  and 
popularity,  since  he  gave  to  its  annual  fairs  his 
personal  supervision  and  made  them  excellent 
expositions  of  the  varied  industrial  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  county.  In  1862  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  appointed  him  collector  of  inter- 
nal revenue  for  the  Fourteenth  district  of  Ohio, 
and  he  held  this  office  until  after  the  close  of 
the  Civil  war. 

In  politics  Colonel  Gates  was  originally 
aligned  as  a  Whig,  but  he  united  with  the  Re- 
publican party  at  the  time  of  its  organization, 
and  thereafter  continued  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  its  cause.    He  was  a  man  of  great  practical 
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ability  as  a  business  man  and  of  broad  mental 
ken,  ever  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  hour  and  in  all 
that  touched  the  prosperity  and  progress  of 
his  home  town  and  county.  He  and  his  wife 
were  zealous  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  his  long  residence  in  Elyria,  his 
upright  life  and  careful  judgment,  and  the 
many  services  he  rendered  the  local  public, 
made  his  name  a  synonym  for  character  and 
sterling  worth. 

On  the  1 2th  of  May,  1841,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Colonel  Gates  to  Miss  Sarah 
S.  Monteith,  who  was  born  in  Clinton,  New 
York,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1823,  and  whose 
death  occurred  in  New  York  City  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1893.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
John  Monteith,  who  was  at  one  time  professor 
of  ancient  languages  in  Hamilton  College,  New 
York,  and  who  was  a  distinguished  clergy- 
man of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Gates  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, namely :  John  O.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years ;  Elizabetn.  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Alex  W.  Wheeler,  a  representative  physician 
and  surgeon  in  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Mary,  who 
died  in  infancy ;  Charlotte,  who  is  the  widow 
of  the  late  Rev.  Theodore  Y.  Gardner,  of 
Cleveland :  Charles  A.,  who  married  Miss 
Mary  Kelley,  and  is  now  a  representative  busi- 
ness man  of  Massillon.  Stark  county,  Ohio; 
Miss  Nellie,  who  resides  in  Cleveland  and 
Elyria  ;  and  William  X.  and  Frederic  H.,  of 
whom  more  specific  mention  is  made  in  fol- 
lowing paragraphs. 

William  X.  Gates,  of  Elyria  and  Cleveland, 
was  born  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1857,  and  as  a  citizen  and  man  of  affairs 
has  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honored 
name  which  he  bears.  After  attending  the 
high  school  in  Elyria  he  continued  his  studies 
in  Oberlin  College  and  Conservatory  of  Music 
for  a  period  of  two  years.  In  1878  he  went 
to  Massillon,  Ohio,  where  he  became  book- 
keeper for  Russell  and  Company,  and  in  1880 
he  located  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  X.  Harrison,  who  there 
conducted  an  advertising  agency.  The  fol- 
lowing year  Mr.  Harrison  failed  in  business 
and  Mr.  Gates  assumed  control  of  such  part 
of  the  enterprise  as  remained  available,  estab- 
lishing the  newspaper  advertising  agencv  of 
W.  X.  Gates  &  Company,  which  title  is  still 
retained.  By  careful  and  honorable  business 
methods,  progressive  policy  and  effective  serv- 
ice he  soon   succeeded   in  building  up  a  sub- 


stantial business,  and  the  same  stands  today 
on  a  parity  with  the  leading  enterprises  of  the 
kind  in  the  Union.  He  is  president  of  the 
company,  to  whose  affairs  he  continues  to  give 
his  personal  supervision.  The  business  now 
has  ramifications  throughout  the  most  diverse 
sections  of  the  United  States,  and  the  main  of- 
fice is  retained  in  Cleveland,  where  spacious 
quarters  are  occupied  in  the  Garfield  building. 
Branch  offices  are  maintained  in  the  Tribune 
building.  Chicago,  and  the  Brunswick  building, 
Xew  York  City. 

William  X.  Gates  has  proven  himself  a  man 
of  broad  business  capacity,  and  has  not  con- 
fined himself  to  the  one  line  of  enterprise  just 
noted.  He  is  a  director  and  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Cleveland  Trust 
Company ;  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the 
Eastern  Ohio  Traction  Company,  of  Cleve- 
land, director  of  the  Maple  Leaf  Land  Com- 
pany, of  the  same  city ;  a  director  of  the  Elec- 
tric Terminal  Depot  Company,  of  Cleveland : 
a  director  of  the  Elyria  Savings  Deposit  Bank 
&  Trust  Company ;  and  a  stockholder  in  vari- 
ous other  financial  and  industrial  concerns  of 
minor  importance.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Oberlin 
College  and  a  member  of  its  financial  commit- 
tee, a  trustee  of  the  Elyria  Memorial  Hospital, 
a  member  of  Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  president  of  the  Elyria  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce (in  1909),  and  president  of  the  Home 
Garden  Association  of  Elyria.  He  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  First  Congregational  church  of 
Elyria,  and  he  is  now  president  of  the  Men's 
Club  of  the  same.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Elyria  Country  Club ;  the  Union  and  Euclid 
Clubs,  of  Cleveland ;  the  Cleveland  and  Elyria 
Automobile  Clubs,  and  the  Ohio  chapter  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  re- 
cently was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education.  Though  never  a  seeker  of  public 
office,  Mr.  Gates  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
principles  and  policies  for  which  the  Repub- 
lican party  stands  sponsor,  and  he  has  ren- 
dered efficient  service  in  the  party  cause.  He 
is  liberal  and  progressive  as  a  citizen,  and 
stands  forth  as  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

On  the  1 2th  of  May,  1897.  William  X.  Gates 
wa<  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Laura 
Cook,  daughter  of  Edward  Leigh  Cook,  of 
Buffalo,  Xew  York,  a  member  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  that  city.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gates  have  four  children— William 
Xahum  Jr..  Geoffrey  McXair  and  John  Mon- 
teith,   twins,  and   Edward   Leigh.     Mr.   dates 
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owns  and  resides  in  the  fine  old  Gates  home- 
stead on  East  avenue,  Elyria.  This  building 
was  erected  by  his  paternal  grandfather  in 
1835  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  residences  of  the 
city.  He  remodeled  and  rehabilitated  the 
building  in  1901,  but  exercised  scrupulous  care 
in  preserving  the  original  lines  and  general 
interior  arrangement  of  the  old  house.,  which 
is  of  effective  colonial  architecture.  He  has 
shown  signal  taste  and  consistency  in  retain- 
ing in  the  fine  old  homestead  a  full  quota  of 
its  ancient  and  beautiful  furniture,  and  he  also 
has  his  grandfather's  large  and  select  library, 
which  contains  many  rare  volumes  two  and 
three  hundred  years  old.  The  family  is  promi- 
nent in  the  social  life  of  the  community,  and 
the  attractive  home  is  a  center  of  gracious  hos- 
pitality. Perhaps  its  greatest  charm  has  lain 
in  the  rare  musical  taste  and  ability  of  the 
Gates  family,  as  handed  down  for  several  gen- 
erations, almost  every  member  being  a  singer 
or  performer  on  some  musical  instrument. 

Frederic  H.  Gates,  youngest  of  the  children 
of  the  late  Colonel  Nahum  B.  Gates,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  in 
Elyria,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  January,  i860, 
and  to  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
he  is  indebted  for  his  earlier  educational  dis- 
cipline, which  was  supplemented  by  a  course 
in  Williams  College,  in  Massachusetts,  in 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Class  of  1881.  and  from  which  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In 
the  year  which  thus  marked  his  graduation 
Mr.  Gates  located  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  where 
he  identified  himself  with  the  wholesale  and 
retail  coal  business,  and  he  thus  continued  until 
1884,  when  he  became  a  representative  of  Rus- 
sell and  Company,  of  Massillon,  Ohio,  having 
the  management  of  its  southern  branch,  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
He  then  returned  to  the  north  and  became  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  W.  N.  Gates  &  Company,  newspaper 
advertising  agents,  already  mentioned  in  this 
context,  and  gives  to  the  same  the  major  por- 
tion of  his  time  and  attention,  maintaining  his 
home  in  Cleveland.  From  1899  to  i<;of>  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  company's  branch  in 
New  York  City,  and  he  now  has  charge  of  the 
main  office  in  Cleveland.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  proclivities,  has  attained  to  the 
thirty-second  degree  in  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  and  is  vice-president 
of  the  Singers'  Club,  a  member  of  the  Univer- 


sity and  the  Athletic  Clubs,  of  Cleveland,  and 
the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  college  fraternity. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1887,  Mr.  Gates 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Theus, 
of  Savannah,  Georgia.    They  have  no  children. 

Henry  J.  Eady. — Among  the  prominent  and 
successful  men  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  is  Henry  J. 
Eady,  who  for  nearly  half  a  century  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  business  and  social 
interests  of  the  town,  and  who  during  this 
period  has  contributed  his  full  share  toward 
the  building  up  and  development  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Eady  is  a  native  of  England. 
He  was  born  at  Cottesbrooke,  Northampton- 
shire, April  28,  1846,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Susan  (Holt)  Eady,  and  grandson  of  Samuel 
Eady,  an  inn-keeper  at  Brixworth,  England, 
during  the  old  stage-coach  days.  Henry  J. 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town  in  his 
youth,  and  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  to  Elvria,  Ohio, 
arriving  at  the  latter  place  on  December  3, 
1864,  and  which  has  since  been  his  home. 

After  a  brief  time  spent  in  farm  work,  young 
Eady  was  employed  in  the  factory  of  Toplipp, 
Sampsell  &  Ely.  In  1868  he  began  to  learn 
the  drug  business  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  W. 
H.  Park,  in  which  business  he  engaged  for 
himself  in  1873,  when  he  opened  a  store  on 
Cheapside.  He  continued  in  the  drug  business 
for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years,  from  1873  to 
1905,  and  during  his  long  term  of  years  his 
store  was  never  closed  for  a  full  clay.  Selling 
out  in   1905,  he  retired  from  active  business. 

In  1885  Mr.  Eady  built  a  fine,  three-story 
brick  business  house  on  the  site  of  his  first 
drug  store  at  No.  106  Cheapside,  and  in  1892 
he  erected  the  handsome  brick  block  at  No. 
122  Cheapside.  a  combination  business  and 
apartment  building,  which  bears  the  name  of 
"The  Northampton,"  in  honor  of  his  native 
shire  in  England. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  residence  in 
Elvria,  Mr.  Eacly  has  had  at  heart  the  best 
interests  of  the  town.  Republican  in  politics, 
from  1899  to  1903  he  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  and  since  January,  1908,  he  has 
been  president  of  the  board  of  public  service. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  Elvria,  and  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  Me- 
morial Hospital  since  it  was  organized.  Also 
in  both  lodge  and  church  he  has  long  been 
active  and  influential.    He  is  a  Mason,  an  Odd 
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Fellow  and  a  Knight  of  Honor.  In  the 
Knights  of  Honor  he  has  for  twenty-five  years 
filled  the  office  of  treasurer,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  has  been  warden  of  St.  An- 
drew's Episcopal  church. 

On  February  16,  1876,  Mr.  Eady  married 
Miss  Charlotte  Ellen,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  B. 
T.  Noakes,  D.  D.,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of 
Elyria,  Ohio. 

George  Southwick  Hardy  during  many 
years  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  pub- 
lic life  of  Conneaut,  and  his  name  is  also  en- 
rolled among  the  trustees  of  the  township  of 
Conneaut.  Born  in  Monroe  township,  nine 
miles  south  of  this  city,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
1850,  he  is  a  son  of  William  and  Lydia  Ann 
(  Southwick)  Hardy,  and  a  grandson  on  the 
paternal  side  of  Hance  F.  and  Acenath  (Cha- 
pin)  Hardy.  Hance  Hardy  was  a  son  of 
Captain  William  Hardy,  who  was  born  in  New 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  November  3,  1797.  He 
was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and 
when  eighteen  he  began  carrying  mail  from 
Sandusky  to  Fort  Meigs,  a  distance  of  150 
miles,  and  much  of  the  way  lay  through  the 
Maumee  swamp.  In  about  the  year  of  1803 
this  Captain  William  Hardy  left  Pennsylvania 
for  Ohio,  journeying  with  ox  teams,  but  en 
route  his  wife  died,  somewhere  west  of  Buf- 
falo, and  was  buried  in  the  woods.  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Hardy  had  three  sons,  John,  Will- 
iam and  Hance.  John  reared  a  family  in  Mon- 
roe township,  and  died  when  past  eighty-six 
years  of  age,  while  William  reared  his  family 
in  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula  county,  and 
was  also  more  than  eighty  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Hance  Hardy  was  six  or  seven  years  of  age 
at  the  time  the  family  moved  to  Ohio.  When 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Monroe  township,  adjoining 
that  of  his  brother  John's.  On  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1819,  he  married  Acenath  Chapin,  and 
they  spent  their  lives  on  that  farm,  Hance 
dying  on  the  23d  of  December,  1876,  when 
nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  born  May  4,  1796,  died  October  10,  1870. 
He  carved  a  good  farm  from  out  the  wilder- 
ness, and  was  numbered  among  the  progress- 
ive and  substantial  residents  of  his  community. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  Kelloggsville,  and  the 
title  clung  to  him  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  the  family  of  Deacon  Hance  and 
Acenath  Hardy  were  the  following  children: 


Chloe  P.,  who  married  Charles  Crater  and 
lives  at  Kingsville ;  Laura  A.,  who  married 
Porter  Prince,  of  Pierpont  township ;  Mar- 
garet, who  married  William  Odell  and  moved 
to  Flint,  Michigan ;  William,  mentioned  below  ; 
Julia,  who  died  when  young;  Caroline,  who 
married  a  Charles  Huntley  and  died  in  this 
state  September  7,  i860;  Matilda  E.,  who  mar- 
ried George  Southwick  and  died  in  Monroe 
township ;  and  Jane  M.,  who  married  William 
Yandepeer,  moved  to  California,  and  died  in 
1904;  they  had  three  children. 

William  Hardy  was  born  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  August  30,  1825.  His 
home  was  a  valuable  farm  of  300  acres  one 
mile  east  of  Kelloggsville,  as  good  land  as  lies 
in  the  township,  and  since  his  death  the  prop- 
erty has  been  divided  into  two  farms,  but  is 
yet  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  There  he 
passed  away  in  death  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1890,  but  is  yet  survived  by  his  widow, 
nee  Lydia  Ann  Southwick,  who  has  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Their  five  chil- 
dren are:  Addie  P.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Quincy  Case  and  died  at  her  home  in  Kings- 
ville; George  S.,  mentioned  below;  Effie  Ma- 
tilda, the  wife  of  W.  A.  Fuller,  of  Monroe 
township ;  Hance  F.,  who  operates  the  Hardy 
homestead  in  Conneaut  township ;  and  Nettie, 
the  wife  of  C.  L.  Shipman,  of  Girard,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

George  S.  Hardy  remained  with  his  parents 
on  their  farm  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  attending  in  the  meantime  the 
Kingsville  and  Austinburg  Academies,  and 
then,  on  the  6th  of  October,  1875,  he  was 
married  to  Emma  E.  Colby,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Maria  (Fuller)  Colby.  She  was 
born  in  Monroe  township,  and  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
John  Colby  came  from  Yermont  to  Ohio  with 
his  parents  when  a  boy  of  ten  or  eleven  years 
of  age,  and  he  became  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Ashtabula  county.  During  the  four 
years  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Hardy 
farmed  near  Kelloggsville,  where  he  had  pur- 
chased Mr.  Colby's  farm,  and  he  then  moved 
to  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  some 
time  in  that  city.  Coming  to  Conneaut  in  1883, 
he  purchased  his  present  home.  Mr.  Hardy  is 
widely  known  as  a  lumberman,  for  during 
twenty  years  or  more  he  has  been  operating 
mills  and  cutting  timber,  mainly  in  Monroe 
and  Pierpont  townships,  but  has  also  operated 
as  far  as  Pennsylvania.  During  six  years  he 
was   also   engaged    in   mercantile   pursuits   in 
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Conneaut,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Weldon, 
Babbitt  &  Company,  and  the  senior  member 
of  this  old  establishment,  Ervine  Weldon,  has 
just  recently  died.  During  six  years  Mr. 
Hardy  has  also  served  his  township  of  Con- 
neaut as  a  trustee,  and  he  has  served  his  polit- 
ical party  as  a  delegate  to  conventions  and  has 
been  active  in  local  public  work.  The  trustees 
of  Conneaut  township  had  full  charge  in  se- 
curing the  Carnegie  library,  and  Mr.  Hardy 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  movement. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hardy,  namely :  John,  connected  with  the 
city  railroad  ;  Callie,  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege and  now  a  teacher  in  the  Conneaut  high 
school ;  and  Edward,  in  the  supply  store  at 
Harbor.  Mrs.  Hardy  and  her  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Carlos  A.  Turney. — The  sterling  family  of 
which  Carlos  A.  Turney  is  a  member  was 
founded  in  the  Western  Reserve  a  full  century 
ago,  and  this  statement  indicates  emphatically 
that  the  name  has  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  this  favored  section  of  Ohio  from  prac- 
tically the  time  of  its  admission  as  one  of  the 
sovereign  states  of  the  union.  Mr.  Turney 
was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  now  resides, 
in  Madison  township,  Lake  county,  on  the  28th 
of  January,  1835,  and  is  the  owner  of  the  fine 
old  homestead  farm  which  has  so  long  been 
in  possession  of  the  family  and  to  the  general 
supervision  of  which  he  still  gives  his  atten- 
tion. He  represented  his  native  county  as  a. 
valiant  soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war 
and  well  upheld  the  military  prestige  of  the 
family,  members  of  which  were  found  enrolled 
as  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Continental  line  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  and  honored  citi- 
zens of  Lake  county,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  the 
publishers  of  this  history  to  incorporate  within 
its  pages  a  brief  review  of  his  personal  career 
and  genealogical  record. 

The  Turney  family  was  founded  in  America 
in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  his- 
tory and  is  of  stanch  English  origin.  Records 
extant  show  that  at  Concord,  Massachusetts, 
in  the  year  1630,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Benjamin  Turney,  the  name  of  whose  wife 
was  Mary,  and  that  in  1641  they  removed  to 
Reading,  Connecticut.  Their  son,  Captain 
Robert  Turney,  the  next  in  line  of  direct 
descent  to  Carlos  A.,  died  in  1690,  the  Chris- 
tian name  of  his  wife  having  been  Elizabeth. 
Robert,  son  of  Captain  Robert  and  Elizabeth 


Turney,  was  born  in  Reading,  Connecticut,  and 
was  married  on  the  18th  of  January,  1706,  the 
Christian  name  of  his  wife  being  Rebecca. 
Their  son  Stephen  married  Sarah  Squire,  and 
his  death  occurred  December  26,  1786.  Asar 
the  son  of  Stephen  and  Sarah,  was  the  founder 
of  the  Ohio  branch  of  which  Carlos  A.,  of  this 
sketch,  is  a  representative,  as  he  is  a  grandson 
of  said  Asa  Turney.  When  but  eighteen  years 
of  age  Asa  Turney  enlisted  as  a  member  of  a 
Connecticut  regiment  and  went  forth  to  valiant 
service  as  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  in  which  his  brother  Aaron  was 
captain  of  a  company,  while  a  younger  brother 
Abel  enlisted  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Capt.  Robert  Turney  (our  line)  died  in  1690. 
All  of  the  brothers  continued  in  service  until 
independence  triumphed,  and  thereafter  Asa 
Turney  followed  a  seafaring  life  for  a  number 
of  years,  having  become  captain  or  master  of  a 
merchant  vessel  and  having  held  this  position 
until  he  migrated  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  in  1809, 
and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his 
grandson,  whose  name  initiates  this  article.  He 
continued  to  reside  on  this  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  seventy-four 
years  of  age,  on  April  5,  1832.  Concerning  his 
children  brief  record  is  given  in  the  following 
paragraph. 

Daniel,  the  eldest  of  the  children,  was  mar- 
ried, in  1815,  to  Anna  Cook,  and  he  settled  in 
Perry  township.  Lake  county,  where  he  died 
in  1 841  and  where  his  wife  died  in  1847. 
Phoebe,  the  second  child,  was  married  in  1814 
to  Erial  Cook,  who  was  born  June  14,  1791, 
and  was  a  farmer  of  Middle  Ridge,  Lake 
county,  where  she  died  March  4,  1852,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years,  and  where  his  death 
occurred  August  5,  1868.  David  Turney  was 
married,  November  12,  1818,  to  Eunice  Parm- 
ley,  and  he  died  March  5,  1826,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years.  His  wife  lived  to  attain  a 
very  venerable  age.  George  Turney  married, 
in  1820,  Polly  Parmley,  and  he  died  in  Madi- 
son township  in  1830,  aged  thirty-two  years. 
His  wife  died  October  14,  1847.  Charlana  was 
married  in  1818  to  James  Gage,  and  died  in 
1827  in  Madison  township  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years.  Her  husband  died  in  1857, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Asa  Squire 
Turney,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  was  the 
father  of  Carlos  A.,  and  concerning  him  more 
definite  mention  is  made  elsewhere.  Marvin 
Turney  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Michigan, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
Eli  Alvin,  the  only  one  of  the  children  born  in 
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Ohio,  finally  removed  to  Amherst,  Lorain 
county,  this  state,  where  he  died  when  eighty- 
three  years  of  age.  The  father  deeded  his  old 
homestead  farm  to  his  sons  Asa  S.,  Marvin 
and  Eli  A.  Asa  Turney  married  Polly  Downs. 
and  he  died  in  Madison  township,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1832.  at  the  age  of  seventy- four 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1835  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years. 

In  the  year  of  1809,  as  already  stated,  Asa 
Turney  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  from 
Reading,  Connecticut,  and  the  trip  consumed 
sixty-one  days.  The  long  overland  journey  was 
made  with  a  wagon  and  ox  team,  besides 
which  one  horse  was  brought  along,  the 
daughters  taking  turns  in  riding  the  same. 
The  sons  constituted  the  advance  guard  of  the 
little  family  party,  and  they  killed  wild  game 
and  had  it  properly  cooked  for  themselves  and 
the  other  members  of  the  family  when  the  lat- 
ter came  on  and  joined  them.  Asa  Turney 
was  the  fourth  settler  to  erect  a  house  within 
the  limits  of  Madison  township.  Lake  county, 
and  this  primitive  log  dwelling  stood  a  short 
distance  west  of  the  present  residence  of  his 
grandson,  Carlos  A.  Turney.  Asa  Turney  had 
purchased  from  the  Connecticut  Land  Com- 
pany a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Madi- 
son township  for  a  consideration  of  one  hun- 
dred and  five  dollars.  This  land  lies  east  to 
the  present  village  of  Madison.  Asa  Turney 
and  his  family  lived  up  to  the  full  tension  of 
the  pioneer  epoch,  and  he  and  his  sons  re- 
claimed a  farm  from  the  primeval  forests.  The 
little  log  cabin  was  a  home  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word,  and  though  its  furnishings  and 
conveniences  were  of  the  most  primitive  order, 
it  was  the  abode  of  contertt  and  happiness. 

Asa  Squire  Turney  was  born  at  Reading. 
Connecticut,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1804,  and 
thus  was  a  lad  of  five  years  at  the  time  of  the 
family  removal  to  Ohio.  He  was  reared  under 
the  conditions  and  scenes  of  the  pioneer  days 
and  b.is  early  educational  advantages  were 
therefore  very  limited.  On  the  "17th  of 
October,  1824,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Laura  Hoyt,  who  was  torn  at  Reading. 
Connecticut,  June  15.  1806.  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Hannah  (Banks)  Hoyt.  who  like- 
wise were  early  settlers  of  Madison  township, 
where  the  father,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Societv  of  Friends,  secured  a  tract  of  wild 
land  on  the  old  Dock  road,  so  named  from  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  highway  leading  to  the 
docks  built  by  early  settlers  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  in  Madison  township.    Asa  S.  Tur- 


ney received  by  deed  from  his  father  thirty 
acres  of  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  about  the 
year  1829  he  erected  on  the  place  the  principal 
portion  of  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  son 
Carlos  A.  The  house  has  since  been  enlarged 
and  remodeled  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  attract- 
ive residences  of  Madison  township.  In  this 
dwelling  Asa  S.  Turney  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  marked 
mechanical  skill,  and  for  some  time  he  worked 
at  the  shoemaker's  trade,  after  which  he 
erected  a  shop  on  his  farm  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  and  repairing  of  wagons,  to 
which  line  of  enterprise  he  gave  the  major  part 
of  his  time  and  attention  during  his  active 
career.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  mentality  and 
inflexible  integrity  of  character,  having  been 
an  elder  in  the  Christian  or  Disciples'  church, 
and  having  done  active  and  consecrative  serv- 
ice as  a  preacher  in  local  pulpits.  He  was  a 
great  admirer  of  Alexander  Campbell,  the 
founder  of  the  Disciples'  church,  and  was 
amply  fortified  in  his  religious  faith  and  con- 
victions. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
pillars  of  the  church  of  this  denomination  at 
Geneva,  lying  over  the  line  of  Madison  town- 
ship, in  Ashtabula  county,  six  miles  distant 
from  his  home,  and  he  labored  with  constant 
zeal  and  devotion  for  the  uplifting  of  his  fel- 
lowmen.  Even  prior  to  the  founding  of  the 
Geneva  Society  he  had  been  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  church  in  Perry  township,  Lake 
county,  and  in  a  memorial  window  in  the  pres- 
ent church  edifice  his  name  appears  as  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  church.  A  life  of  signal 
honor  and  usefulness  was  that  of  Asa  S.  Tur- 
ney. and  on  the  16th  of  February.  1886,  he  was 
summoned  to  eternal  rest  at  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  His  cherished  and  de- 
voted wife,  a  veritable  "mother  in  Israel."  died 
January  17,  1879,  and  of  her  it  may  well  be 
said  that  her  children  "rise  up  and  call  her 
blessed."  In  the  following  paragraph  is  en- 
tered brief  record  concerning  the  children  of 
this  worthy  pioneer  couple. 

Nancy  became  the  wife  of  Franklin  YVyman. 
of  Madison  township,  and  was  a  resident  of 
California  at  the  time  of  her  death  ;  Polly  mar- 
ried Franklin  Fellows  and  continued  to  reside 
in  Madison  township  until  her  death:  Almira 
became  the  wife  of  Horace  Norton  and  her 
death  occurred  on  their  farm,  in  Perry  town- 
ship :  Eliza  Amanda  remained  with  her  father 
until  his  death  and  thereafter  with  her  brother. 
Carlos  A.,  until  she  passed  away,  at  the  age  of 
fiftv-nine  vears.  never  having  married :  Carlos 
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Asa,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth ;  Laura  is  the  widow  of  Willard  Martin 
and  resides  in  the  city  of  Cleveland;  and 
Louisa,  the  widow  of  Minor  Allen,  maintains 
her  home  in  Sacramento,  California. 

Carlos  Asa  Turney  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  old  homestead,  which  is  still  his  place 
of  abode,  and  to  the  common  schools  of  the 
middle  pioneer  days  he  is  indebted  for  his  early 
educational  advantages,  which  were  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  Eclectic  Institute, 
now  Hiram  College,  at  Hiram,  Portage  county. 
While  he  was  there  a  student  General  James 
A.  Garfield,  later  president  of  the  United 
States,  was  a  teacher,  and  Lucretia  Rudolph, 
who  became  the  wife  of  General  Garfield,  was 
a  student  in  the  institution.  Mr.  Turney  reverts 
with  pleasure  to  the  fact  that  he  resided  in  the 
same  house  and  ate  at  the  same  table  with 
General  Garfield  during  his  student  life  at 
Hiram,  and  he  has  ever  retained  a  deep  ad- 
miration for  his  former  instructor,  whose  as- 
sassination was  a  source  of  personal  bereave- 
ment to  him. 

As  a  youth  Mr.  Turney  assisted  his  father 
in  the  work  of  the  wagon  shop  and  later  he 
was  general  agent  for  a  nursery,  in  which  con- 
nection he  devoted  about  three  years  to  selling- 
fruit  trees,  principally  in  Michigan  and  the 
province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  In  1861,  within 
two  days  after  the  attack  on  old  Fort  Sumter, 
Mr.  Turney  responded  to  President  Lincoln's 
first  call  for  volunteers,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  local  Madison  organization  known  as 
Wright's  Guards.  This  command  he  ac- 
companied to  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where  it 
remained  for  some  time.  Mr.  Turney  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  as  a 
private  in  the  Fifteenth  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 
in  December,  1861,  and  with  his  battery,  com- 
prising one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  front.  His  service  covered  all  of 
the  southern  states  except  Florida  and  Texas, 
and  he  remained  constantly  with  his  command 
save  for  a  period  of  about  ten  clays,  during 
which  he  was  confined  in  a  hospital  as  a  result 
of  sunstroke.  As  a  private  Mr.  Turney  had 
charge  of  the  ammunition  of  a  twenty-pound 
Parrott  gun.  and  he  remained  with  the  same 
in  every  engagement  in  which  his  gallant  com- 
mand participated.  He  participated  in  thirty- 
two  battles,  besides  many  skirmishes  and  other 
minor  engagements.  The  severest  experience 
of  the  battery  was  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and 
in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  the  two  twenty-pound 
Parrotts,    according   to    Captain    Spear,    fired 


2,301  rounds  of  ammunition.  Mr.  Turnev  con- 
tinued in  active  service  for  three  years  and 
three  days  and  was  in  the  city  of  Savannah, 
Georgia,  when  his  term  of  enlistment  expired. 
He  was  duly  mustered  out  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on 
the  26th  of  December,  1864. 

After  the  close  of  his  long  and  faithful  serv- 
ice as  a  union  soldier  Mr.  Turney  returned  to 
the  home  of  his  father,  who  eventually  deeded 
to  him  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now  has  a 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  five  acres, 
devoted  to  diversified  agriculture  and  stock- 
growing  and  to  the  raising  of  grapes,  to  which 
he  devotes  eleven  acres.  He  has  ever  com- 
manded the  unqualified  confidence  and  regard 
of  the  community  which  has  represented  his 
home  and  from  the  time  of  his  birth,  and  in 
his  association  with  the  great  basic  industry  of 
agriculture  he  has  gained  a  due  measure  of 
success,  being  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  his  native  township  and  county.  Mr.  Turney 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office,  but 
is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  post 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Madi- 
son and  is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Christian, 
or  Disciples'  church,  in  whose  faith  he  was 
reared.  His  wife  and  children  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  Mrs.  Turney's  father  was  a  most  zealous 
and  influential  worker. 

On  Christmas  day  of  the  year  1865  Mr. 
Turner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Winchester,  who  was  born  in  Madison 
township.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1842,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Horace 
and  Angeline  (  VanXess  )  Winchester. 

The  Winchester  family  history  begins  with 
Ellhanan  Winchester,  a  member  of  a  wealthy 
family  of  Wales,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  early  colonial  days.  The  name  of  his 
wife  is  unknown.  They  had  four  sons  and 
one  daughter.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  third  son,  Jonadab,  was 
born  February  2,  1795,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  At  this  time  the  family  es- 
tate was  near  Albany.  Jonadab  completed  his 
college  course  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
married  Eliza  A.  Castle,  of  Brattleboro.  Ver- 
mont, who  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age. 
This  event  occurred  in  the  year  18 16.  At 
that  time  a  colony  was  leaving  for  western 
New  York,  then  a  wilderness  with  Indians 
and   wild   beasts.     The   ancestor's   home   was 
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on  the  shore  of  Lake  Chautauqua,  which  has 
since  become  the  seat  of  the  famous  Assembly. 
These  sturdy  pioneers  cleared  away  the  heavy 
timber  and  won  prosperity  from  the  fertile 
soil.  In  winter,  when  snow  was  deep  and 
work  on  new  farms  was  over  for  the  year, 
Jonadab  sought  the  only  school  of  the  settle- 
ment. Later  he  was  school  examiner  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  The  family,  who  were 
Methodists,  numbered  three  children:  Cla- 
rissa. Horice  and  Eliza.  In  the  year  1836 
they  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  the  Middle 
Ridge  in  Madison.  In  1852,  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  war  of  1812,  Jonadab  Winches- 
ter was  awarded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  the  grant 
being  signed  by  Millard  Fillmore.  Eliza  A. 
Winchester  died  July  18,  1872,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  and  Jonadab  Winchester,  August 
2,  1884,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  Horace  Win- 
chester and  Angeline  VanNess,  parents  of 
Mrs.  Turney,  were  married  January  31,  1849. 
the  children  of  this  union  being:  Jane,  Ellen, 
Caroline.  John  and  Annie.  The  father  was 
elected  captain  of  Madison  Rifle  Company, 
November  15,  1845,  his  commission  being 
signed  by  Mordecai  Bartley,  governor  of  Ohio. 
He  was  an  official  member  and  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
died  October  12,  1880,  aged  sixty-one  years, 
Angeline.  his  wife,  having  preceded  him,  Janu- 
ary 31.  1849,  aged  twenty-eight.  Caroline 
Winchester,  their  daughter,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
May  10.  1842,  and  was  educated  at  Madison 
Seminary,  and  for  five  years  was  a  successful 
teacher  in  Lake  county.  On  December  25, 
1865,  she  married  Carlos  A.  Turney,  by  whom 
she  is  the  mother  of  the  following  children: 
Omar  Asa,  born  November  1,  1866;  Daisy 
Ellen,  October  11,  1874:  Cora  Maud,  Febru- 
arv  21,  1876:  and  Hubert  John,  October  4, 
1879. 

Omar  A.  Turney  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  Daisy  Ellen,  the  second  child  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  A.  Turney,  died  March 
18,  1875,  at  the  age  of  five  months  and  seven 
days.  Cora  Maud  Turney.  the  third  in  order 
of  birth,  graduated  from  Madison  high  school, 
Geneva  Normal  and  Geneva  Business  College, 
and  she  went  to  Phcenix,  Arizona,  where  she 
remained  two  years.  Returning,  she  entered 
Hiram  College,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
Ph.  ?>.,  in  the  class  of  '99.  She  was  work- 
ing for  the  Master's  degree,  when  her  health 
failed,  and,  going  south  with  her  parents, 
died  in  Thomasville,  Georgia,  April  10,  1901. 


Tims  ended  a  promising  Christian  life,  a  bene- 
diction to  all  who  knew  her. 

Hubert  J.  Turney  graduated  with  his  sister 
in  1899,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  two 
years  later  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from 
Hiram  College.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
graduated  from  Cleveland  Law  School  with 
LL.  B.,  passed  the  bar  examination  at  Colum- 
bus, but  was  not  admitted  until  he  had  reached 
his  majority.  He  then  established  himself  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  Cleveland,  where  he 
still  remains.  He  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  and  later  passed  the  examination  at 
Washington  for  admission'  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  he  being  the 
youngest  member  ever  admitted  to  this  high- 
est court  of  the  land.  Previous  to  this  he  fin- 
ished the  course  and  received  the  degree  of 
Ph.  D.  from  Wooster  University,  and  for  work 
done  on  medical  jurisprudence  he  was  hon- 
ored with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee.  He  is  captain  of  Com- 
pany I,  Fifth  Regiment,  Ohio  National  Guard. 
Captain  Turney  was  married,  June  10,  1908, 
to  Miss  Etta  May  Livingston. 

Captain  Omar  A.  Turney,  who  is  a  native 
of  Madison,  Ohio,  is  a  graduate  from  the 
engineering  course  of  the  University  of  South- 
ern California,  and  also  pursued  a  post-gradu- 
ate course  at  Hiram  College.  He  is  a  skilled 
civil  engineer,  at  Phcenix,  Arizona,  being  at 
present  city  engineer  of  that  place  and  LJnited 
States  mineral  surveyor  for  the  territory.  An 
especially  high  authority  on  irrigation  and 
mining  engineering,  he  is  also  a  retired  army 
captain,  a  citizen  of  prominence  and  variously 
honored  by  scientific  and  professional  socie- 
ties. In  1904  he  served  as  civil  and  irrigation 
engineer  on  the  United  States  Geological  Sur- 
vey and  the  United  States  Reclamation  Serv- 
ice :  has  also  been  city  engineer  of  Mesa  and 
Temple,  Arizona.  Captain  Turney  earned  his 
C.  E.  degree  from  the  University  of  Southern 
California,  while  Hiram  College  has  conferred 
Sc.  B.,  M.  S.  and  honorary  LL.  D.,  and  he 
received  LL.  D.  degree  from  another  univer- 
sity. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  for  Testing  Materials.  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Mining  Engineers.  Western 
Societv  of  Engineers,  Astronomical  Society  of 
the  Pacific.  Technical  Society  of  the  Pacific 
Coast.  International  Association  for  Testing 
Materials,  Franklin  Institute  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  the  Mechanic  Arts,  American  Mathe- 


A<     Q%      IjAt^tAt. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1077 


matical  Society,  National  Geographic  Society, 
and  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 

Omar  A.  Tumey  and  Viola  J.  Welden  were 
married  September  10,  1895,  and  have  become 
the  parents  of  the  following:  Harold  Merle 
Tnrney,  November  21,  1896,  and  Hubert 
Welden  Turney,  January  28,  1901. 

Dr.  James  E.  Waite,  who  has  acquired  his 
standing,  as  a  leading  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Lodi,  Medina  county,  by  more  than  twenty- 
seven  years  of  successful  practice,  is  a  native 
of  North  Hampton  township,  Summit  county, 
and  was  born  on  September  28,  1854.  The 
forerunner  of  the  family  in  the  country  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  was  the  grandfather,  Walter 
Waite,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  came 
to  Ohio  in  1812  and  first  stopped  near  Bricks- 
ville,  Cuyahoga  county.  From  the  latter  he 
moved  to  Richfield,  Summit  county,  and  later 
to  North  Hampton  township,  buying  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  cleared  and  upon  which  he 
farmed  and  raised  stock.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  formerly  a  Miss 
Hovey  and  becoming  the  grandmother  of  Dr. 
Waite.  The  father," Abel  L.  Waite,  was  born 
in  Summit  county  in  October,  1830;  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
and  married  Miss  Mary  McCloney  of  his 
native  county.  He  then  moved  to  Wisconsin ; 
was  five  years  on  a  farm  in  that  state,  and  upon 
his  return  to  Summit  county  purchased  a  farm 
of  127  acres  in  North  Hampton  township. 
Adapting  his  operations  to  his  land,  his  circum- 
stances, the  seasons  and  the  state  of  the  mar- 
kets, he  skilfully  guided  his  affairs  to  pros- 
perity, and  lives  now  at  Lebo,  Kansas,  as  a 
leading  citizen  of  that  place. 

The  doctor  obtained  his  early  education  in 
district  and  select  schools  and  then  pursued  a 
course  of  three  years  at  Buchtel  College, 
Akron.  He  then  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Huni- 
pbrev  at  Peninsula,  Summit  county,  and  in 
1882  graduated  from  the  Western  Reserve 
Medical  College  at  Cleveland.  Soon  after  be- 
coming entitled  to  his  M.  D.  he  located  at 
Lodi  and  his  constantly  growing  practice  and 
the  increasing,  strength  of  his  deserved  popu- 
larity have  never  allowed  him  to  get  far  away. 
Besides  establishing  a  substantial  practice,  he 
has  been  active  in  other  affairs,  being  a  director 
of  the  Lodi  Exchange  National  Bank  and  the 
owner  of  a  good  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  West- 
field  township.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Medina  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Amer- 


ican Medical  Association,  and  the  high  degree 
of  his  Masonry  is  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  Harrisville  Lodge  No.  137,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
West  Salem  Chapter.  R.  A.  M. ;  Wooster  Com- 
mandery  No.  48,  K.  T. ;  Scottish  Rite  of  the 
Thirty-second  degree.  Before  her  marriage. 
Dr.  Waite's  wife  was  Miss  Rachel  Harris, 
daughter  of  Nelson  and  Fannie  Harris,  one  of 
the  prominent  old  families  of  Lodi.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  their  union.  Their  son, 
Harris,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  is  a  resident  of  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  while  their  daughter,  Mary  Faye  Waite, 
is  living  at  home. 

Otto  George  Steinbrueck. — Many  of  our 
most  enterprising  and  substantial  business  men 
have  come  to  Ohio  from  the  land  beyond  the 
sea.  and  of  this  number  Otto  George  Stein- 
brueck  is  a  worthy  representative,  holding,  as 
he  does,  a  firm  position  among  the  prosperous 
merchants  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  being 
one  of  the  leading  druggists  of  Mantua,  Port- 
age county.  A  native  of  Germany,  he  was 
born,  October  7,  1859,  in  Esslinger,  Wurtem- 
burg,  and  was  there  bred  and  educated.  On 
both  sides  of  the  house  he  comes  from  distin- 
guished ancestry,  his  father,  who  followed  the 
profession  which  several  of  his  uncles  and 
many  of  his  ancestors  had  previously  followed, 
was  military  physician  during  the  Franco- 
German  war,  in  1870,  while  his  maternal 
grandfather  was  with  Napoleon  on  his  inva- 
sion of  Russia. 

With  aspirations  and  ambitions  that  could 
scarce  be  satisfied  in  the  Fatherland,  Otto 
George  Steinbrueck  came,  in  June,  1876,  to 
the  United  States,  where  his  sister,  Wil- 
helmina,  had  been  living  for  ten  years.  Going 
directly  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  he  sought 
a  position  in  a  drug  store,  having  in  his  native 
country  obtained  some  knowledge  of  drugs, 
and  was  there  employed  as  a  clerk  for  four 
years.  The  ensuing  four  years  he  was  simi- 
larly engaged  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Com- 
ing then  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Steinbrueck  was  here 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count for  six  years,  after  which  he  spent  two 
years  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  subsequently 
was  in  business  for  himself  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
for  six  years.  Locating  in  Mantua  in  1899, 
he  has  since  been  actively  identified  with  the 
mercantile  interests  of  this  part  of  Portage 
county,  having  by  energetic  toil  and  good  busi- 
ness methods  built   up  a  large  and  lucrative 
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drug  trade,   and   obtained  a  leading  place   in 
financial,  political  and  social  circles. 

Air.  Steinbrueck  married,  June  7,  1903,  for 
his  second  wife.  Ella  Williamson,  who  was 
born  in  Richfield  township,  Lorain  county,  the 
wedding  ceremony  being  performed  in  Ra- 
venna. By  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Steinbrueck 
had  one  child,  Gretchen,  born  August  6,  1892. 
Taking  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  Mr. 
Steinbrueck  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council  of  Mantua,  having  been  elected 
in  1907  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  is  influen- 
tial in  fraternal  circles,  being  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  especially  prominent 
among  the  Knights  of  Pythias,'  being  past 
chancellor  of  his  lodge,  while,  in  1893,  in 
Atwater,  where  he  was  then  managing  the 
drug  store  of  Frank  H.  Spiers,  he  organized 
a  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of  sixty-three 
members. 

Hon.  David  S.  Troxel.  president  of  the 
Troxel  Manufacturing  Company,  and  former 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Elyria.  Ohio,  was  born 
at  the  old  Troxel  homestead  near  Wooster, 
Wayne  county,  this  state,  March  2,  1864. 
Three  generations  of  the  Troxel  family  have 
been  residents  of  Ohio.  Peter  Troxel,  the 
first  of  that  name  who  came  to  the  state,  was 
born  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1804. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  when,  in 
1825,  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Wooster,  a  portion  of 
which  he  bought  from  the  government,  the 
purchase  price  being  $1.25  an  acre.  On  this 
farm  the  father  of  Mayor  Troxel  was  born 
in  1833,  and  here  he  lived  all  his  life,  carrying 
nn  farming,  and  from  time  to  time  filling  vari- 
ous township  offices.  He  died  July  25,  1908. 
His  widow,  who  before  her  marriage  was 
Miss  Sarah  Schaum,  was  born  near  Wooster, 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  1834.  and  is  still 
living. 

David  S.  Troxel's  youth  was  spent  not  un- 
like that  of  other  farmer  boys  of  the  Middle 
West,  in  work  on  the  farm  and  in  attendance 
at  the  district  schools.  In  1886  he  accepted 
a  position  as  clerk  in  a  village  store,  where  he 
remained  one  year,  and  after  which  he  took 
a  course  in  a  business  college.  Then  he  went 
to  Colorado.  In  Denver  he  was  employed  as 
bookkeeper  in  a  hardware  store,  but  only  for 
a  short  time,  for  in  1889  we  find  him  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  on  his  own  account 
in  that  city.    This  business  he  conducted  nine 


years,  and  he  still  owns  it.  While  in  Denver 
he  invented  a  bicycle  saddle,  and  in  1898,  leav- 
ing his  store  in  charge  of  his  brothers,  he 
came  to  Elyria  to  look  after  the  manufacture 
of  his  invention.  For  a  time,  after  settling 
here,  he  was  connected  with  the  Garford 
Manufacturing  Company.  Then  he  organized 
and  incorporated  the  Troxel  Manufacturing 
Company,  for  the  manufacture  of  his  saddles, 
and  has  since  been  its  president  and  manager. 
Also  he  is  financially  interested  in  other  Elyria 
industrial  concerns,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Elyria. 

Mr.  Troxel  has  always  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, as  were  his  father  and  grandfather 
before  him,  and  in  November,  1907,  he  was 
honored  by  his  party  with  election  to  the  office 
of  mayor  of  Elyria.  The  same  business  ability 
and  good  judgment  that  have  been  used  to  ad- 
vantage in  his  private  affairs,  he  brought  to 
the  mayor's  office,  with  the  result  that  his  ad- 
ministration was  a  non-partisan  and  business- 
like one.  During  his  term,  many  public  im- 
provements were  made  in  Elyria.  among  them 
being  the  erection  of  two  new  fire  stations,  the 
paving  of  streets  and  the  building  of  sewers. 

Mr.  Troxel  is  identified  with  numerous  fra- 
ternal organizations,  being  a  member  of  King 
Solomon's  Lodge.  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M. :  Mar- 
shall Chapter,  Elyria  Council,  Elyria  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  Al  Koran 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Elks  and  Eagles  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elyria 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mrs.  Troxel,  formerly  Miss  Ida  Brandt,  was 
born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  Brandt. 

George  H.  Cleveland  bears  a  name  that 
has  been  long  and  prominently  associated  with 
the  mercantile  life  of  Conneaut.  In  1832 
Cyrus  Cleveland,  his  father,  located  in  Con- 
neautville,  Pennsylvania,  twenty  -  two  miles 
southeast  of  Conneaut,  Ohio,  whither  he  went 
to  join  a  friend.  But  after  one  year  there  he 
decided  to  return  to  New  York,  his  native 
state,  or  to  Cleveland,  but  a  friend  at  Con- 
neaut. who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Mansion 
House,  persuaded  Mr.  Cleveland  to  remain 
here  and  go  in  business  with  him,  which  he 
did.  He  then  began  selling  goods  in  this  city, 
an  occupation  he  had  previously  followed  at 
Schuylerville,  New  York.  Thus  Mr.  Cleve- 
land became  the  pioneer  merchant  of  Con- 
neaut,  and   he   was   in   business   first   with   a 
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nephew,  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  &  J.  V. 
Cleveland,  but  later  he  operated  alone,  carry- 
ing a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  almost 
anything  from  a  darning  needle  to  a  steam 
engine.  In  the  interest  of  this  business  he 
made  trips  to  New  York  twice  each  year,  jour- 
neying on  a  packet  boat  on  the  Erie  canal 
from  Buffalo,  and  his  was  the  largest  busi- 
ness of  its  kind  in  Conneaut.  His  house  was 
located  on  Main  street,  and  finally,  in  1861, 
he  erected  the  Cleveland  Block,  an  imposing 
three-story  structure.  Mr.  Cleveland  continued 
at  the  head  of  this  establishment  until  about 
1877,  when  he  became  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  a  paper  company,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  leaders  in  organizing,  but  this  ven- 
ture proved  unprofitable,  and  the  house  finally 
burned,  causing  him  a  great  loss.  His  resi- 
dence, now  the  home  of  his  son,  George  H., 
was  erected  about  the  year  1835,  and  is  one 
of  the  oldest  residence  buildings  in  the  city, 
and  there  this  pioneer  business  man  passed 
away  in  death  on  the  5th  of  March,  1892, 
when  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Cyrus  Cleveland  was  born  in  Saratoga,  New 
York,  and  was  of  the  seventh  generation  from 
Moses  Cleveland,  of  Woburn,  Massachusetts, 
and  was  a  son  of  Josiah  Cleveland.  Of  this 
same  family  was  another  Moses  Cleveland, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  1796,  as  agent  for  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company.  In  that  same 
year  he  established  a  city  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cuyahoga  river,  which  was  named  by  the  com- 
pany in  his  honor,  and  which  they  fittingly 
said  might  become  "as  large  as  his  nature." 
Cyrus  Cleveland  married  Eliza  Lattimer,  who 
was  born  at  Saratoga,  New  York,  August  24, 
1808,  and  died  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  April  5, 
1891,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Mc- 
Cutchan)  Lattimer,  of  Scotch  descent.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  Cyrus  Cleveland  was  also  an  active  sup- 
porter of  that  organization.  He  was  the  first 
president  of  the  Mutual  Loan  Company,  now 
the  Mutual  Loan  and  Trust  Company.  Two 
sons  were  born  to  the  marriage  union  of 
Cyrus  and  Eliza  Cleveland.  Giles,  the  elder, 
born  February  9,  1*830,  was  reared  to  a  mer- 
cantile life,  and  he  went  to  LaFayette.  Indiana. 
and  to  Salt  Lake,  as  a  salesman.  He  died  at 
the  old  home  in  Conneaut. 

George  Henry  Cleveland  was  born  Novem- 
ber 18,  1840,  in  the  old  home  where  he  yet 
lives,  and  he,  too,  was  reared  to  the  life  of 
a  merchant  in  his  father's  store  and  in  time 
became  his  father's  partner,  the  firm  name 
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then  becoming  C.  &  G.  H.  Cleveland.  After 
the  senior  member's  retirement,  two  of  their 
clerks,  C.  W.  Benton  and  Charles  Cheney, 
bought  his  interest,  the  name  then  becoming 
Cleveland,  Benton  &  Cheney.  After  some 
years,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland  bought  his 
partners'  interests  and  continued  as  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  business  until  about  1888, 
a  period  of  twenty-six  years.  In  later  years 
the  business  has  been  closed,  but  Mr.  Cleve- 
land still  retains  the  block  which  bears  his 
name,  and  which  is  still  used  for  store  pur- 
poses. After  retiring  from  the  mercantile 
business,  he  conducted  the  Commercial  Hotel 
for  one  year,  but  is  now  living  retired,  in  the 
old  Cleveland  home. 

He  married,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1862, 
Lydia  Ann  Stafford,  who  was  born  at  Mc- 
Kean,  Pennsylvania,  July  15,  1841,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Kelly)  Stafford. 
Mrs.  Cleveland  died  on  the  26th  of  October, 
1902,  the  mother  of  four  children:  Minnetta 
Eliza,  wife  of  G.  H.  Thornton,  of  Conneaut; 
Merritt  Cyrus,  a  hotel  proprietor  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pennsylvania;  Laura  Harriet,  the 
widow  of  John  R.  Leggitt,  and  living  with 
her  father;  Clarence  Stafford,  in  the  employ 
of  the  Conneaut  Dock  Company.  The  sons 
built  and  operated  for  a  time  the  Cleveland 
Hotel,  the  location  being  given  them  bv  their 
father,  and  it  was  once  the  site  of  the  old 
Cleveland  home.  The  hotel  is  now  rented. 
Mr.  Cleveland,  Sr.,  is  a  Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical affiliations,  as  was  also  his  father,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church 
and  one  of  its  trustees  and  vestrymen.  He  is 
also  prominently  associated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  holding  membership  relations  with 
Evergreen  Lodge,  No.  222;  Conneaut  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M.,  No.  76;  Conneaut  Council,  No. 
40;  Cache  Commandery,  No.  27;  Lake  Erie 
Consistory  of  the  Valley  of  Cleveland;  Al 
Koran  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  order  of  Elks,  Conneaut 
Lodge,  No.  256. 

Harlan  P.  Gill  is  another  of  the  native 
sons  of  Lake  county  who  has  here  attained  to 
success  and  gained  a  secure  place  in  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
the  village  of  Madison,  Lake  county,  where  he 
conducts  an  admirably  equipped  grocery  and 
meat  market,  of  which  he  has  been  the  sole 
proprietor  since  January,  1909,  prior  to  which 
he  was  associated  in  the  enterprise  for  several 
years  with  C.  A.  Phelps,  under  the  firm  name 
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of  Gill  &  Phelps.  This  partnership  was  dis- 
solved in  December.  1908,  when  the  original 
Store  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Gill  has  been 
engaged  in  business  in  Madison  for  the  past 
decade,  save  for  an  interim  of  six  months,  and 
his  original  business  was  confined  to  the  meat 
market,  to  which  he  gradually  added  his  stock 
of  groceries  until  he  now  has  one  of  the  lead- 
ing establishments  of  its  kind  in  Madison. 

Mr.  Gill  was  born  in  Perry  township,  Lake 
county,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1862,  and  is 
a  son  of  Francis  E.  and  Fanny  (Blakely)  Gill. 
His  father  was  born  in  Madison  township,  this 
count}',  in  the  year  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Harriet  ( Trumbell )  Gill,  who  were 
numbered  among  the  sterling  pioneers  of  Lake 
county.  John  Gill  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
about  four  miles  south  of  the  present  village 
of  Madison,  and  there  reclaimed  a  farm  from 
the  forest.  Both  he  and  his  wife  remained  on 
the  old  homestead  until  their  death.  Francis 
E.  Gill  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm  and  there  he  devoted  his  attention  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  in  connection  with  which 
he  gained  prestige  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  his  native  county,  where  he 
ever  commanded  the  unqualified  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  In  1857  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Francis  E.  Gill  to  Miss  Fanny 
Blakely,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Polly 
(Shaw)  Blakely.  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of 
Madison  township.  Lake  county,  where  she 
was  reared.  Francis  E.  Gill  became  the  owner 
of  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Madi- 
son township,  where  he  maintained  his  home 
until  about  1886,  when  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Madison,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  to  the  operation  of 
which  he  gave  his  attention  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  active  career.  He  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  Madison  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1906,  at  which  time  he  was  sev- 
enty years  of  age.  His  wife  preceded  him  to 
eternal  rest  by  about  eight  years,  and  both 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
his  political  proclivities,  and  while  never  active 
in  public  affairs,  he  served  for  some  time  as 
trustee  of  Madison  township.  Francis  E.  and 
Fanny  (Blakely)  Gill  became  the  parents  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  concerning 
whom  the  following  brief  data  are  given : 
Lloyd  B.  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
barrel  hoops,  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ohio ; 
Harlan  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
next  in  order  of  birth ;  Evelyn  became  the 
wife   of   Wallace    Stocking,   and    died    at   the 


age  of  twenty-two  years ;  John  is  a  successful 
farmer  of  Lake  county ;  and  Bertha  is  the 
wife  of  Bert  Riker,  a  farmer  near  Painesville, 
this  county. 

Harlan  P.  Gill  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
the  old  homestead  farm  which  was  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  he  early  began  to  aid  in  its 
work.  His  educational  discipline  was  secured 
in  the  public  schools  of  Madison  township, 
and  after  his  school  days  were  ended  he  con- 
tinued to  be  associated  in  the  work  and  man- 
agement of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when 
he  went  to  Ellsworth  county,  Kansas,  where 
he  took  up  a  homestead  claim  of  government 
land,  upon  which  he  remained  six  years,  in 
the  meanwhile  duly  proving  up  his  title.  The 
climatic  conditions  in  the  Sunflower  state 
made  serious  inroads  on  his  health  and  a 
change  became  necessary.  Under  these  con- 
ditions he  sold  his  farm,  on  which  he  had 
made  substantial  improvements,  and  returned 
to  his  native  county,  where  for  a  time  he  was 
employed  by  others,  after  which  he  estab- 
lished his  meat  market  business,  from  which 
he  eventually  developed  into  his  present  pros- 
perous enterprise,  of  which  mention  is  made 
in  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Gill  is  known  as  a  progressive  business 
man  and  as  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
and  he  enjoys  unequivocal  popularity  in  his 
native  county.  In  politics  he  gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  served 
several  years  as  a  member  of  the  village  coun- 
cil of  Madison,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education.  Since  1900  he  has  been 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Madi- 
son township,  and  he  has  ably  administered 
the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  township.  He  is  affili- 
ated with  the  local  organizations  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Madison,  of  which  he  is 
a  trustee. 

In  1885,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Gill  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lil- 
lian E.  Phelps,  a  daughter  of  Abel  W.  Phelps, 
a  sketch  of  whose  life  appears  on  other  pages 
of  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill  have  two 
children:  Mavrett,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1909-10  in  Madison  high  school,  and 
Harlan  Phelps,  who  is  likewise  attending  the 
public  schools. 

Y.  R.  Joiner. — Recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  respected  men  of  his  com- 
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inanity,  V.  R.  Joiner,  living,  just  east  of  the 
village  of  Jefferson,  has  been  associated  with 
the  agricultural  and  business  interests  of  this 
part  of  Ashtabula  county  for  many  years,  and 
through  his  own  energetic  and  persevering 
efforts  has  accumulated  a  handsome  compe- 
tency. A  son  of  Erwin  Joiner,  he  was  born 
December  12,  1838,  in  Conneaut  township,  this 
county.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Captain 
William  Joiner,  commanded  a  company  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  while  his  brother.  Colonel 
Erastus  Joiner,  commanded  a  regiment  of  sol- 
diers during  the  struggle  of  the  colonists  for 
independence.  Captain  Joiner  resided  for  many 
years  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  but  spent  his  clos- 
ing days  in  Conneaut,  Ohio,  dying  at  the  age 
of  ninetv-six  years,  at  the  home  of  his  son 
Erwin. 

A  native  of  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  Erwin 
Joiner  learned  the  cooper's  trade  when  young, 
and  afterwards  became  a  shoemaker.  Moving 
with  his  parents  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  he 
worked  for  awhile  at  the  trade  of  a  stone- 
mason. Coming  in  1840  to  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  he  bought  land  in  Sheffield  township,  and 
was  there  employed  in  tilling  the  soil  eight 
years.  Selling  out  in  1848,  he  resumed  work 
at  his  trade,  locating  in  Conneaut.  He  died 
June  27,  1891,  in  Sheffield  township,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  He  mar- 
ried Euphemia  Moore,  who  was  born  in 
Canada,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Ohio. 
She  died  in  1848,  while  yet  a  comparatively 
young  woman. 

Ten  years  of  age  when  his  mother  died.  V. 
R.  Joiner  received  limited  educational  advan- 
tages. As  a  lad  he  worked  with  his  father  at 
the  stonemason's  trade,  but  when  sixteen  years 
old  began  working  as  a  farm  hand.  Wages 
were  then  at  the  minimum,  he  having  received 
but  25  cents  for  a  day's  work  which  began  at 
sunrise  and  ended  at  sundown.  This  sum  was 
afterwards  increased  to  $12  a  month.  In  1862 
Mr.  Joiner  entered  the  employ  of  Lewis  A. 
Thayer,  a  lumber  manufacturer  at  Conneaut, 
who  was  cutting  off  the  timber  from  his  own 
[and,  and  for  five  years  worked  as  a  teamster. 
Subsequently  Mr.  joiner,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Thayer,  purchased  307  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Denmark  township,  the  trees  being  principally 
whitewood,  hemlock  and  ash.  The  company 
hired  a  mill,  cut  the  logs  into  lumber,  which 
Mr.  Joiner  hauled  to  Ashtabula,  sixteen  miles 
away,  for  108  working  days,  not  missing  a 
single  trip.  The  business  proved  very  profit- 
able, the  sales  in  the  last  vear  amounting'   to 


about  $10,000,  the  first  year  being  not  quite 
as  large.  Mr.  Joiner  had  to  borrow  money  to 
buy  his  share  of  the  land,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
two  years,  when  the  land  had  been  cleared,  he 
found  himself  clear  of  debt,  and  with  a  bank 
account  of  $3,000. 

Subsequently  investing  his  savings  in  land, 
Mr.  Joiner  bought  a  farm  of  1 14  acres  in  Jef- 
ferson township.  He  has  since  added  improve- 
ments of  great  value,  having  placed  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  under  cultivation,  and  erected 
substantial  buildings.  He  has  since  bought 
forty  acres  of  adjoining,  land,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  engaged  in  general  farming,  mak- 
ing dairying  a  special  feature  of  his  line  of  in- 
dustry. He  also  dealt  in  stock  to  some  extent, 
buying  and  shipping  in  large  lots.  In  1895  Mr. 
Joiner  left  his  original  farm,  and  settled  on  his 
present  estate  of  thirty  acres,  near  the  village, 
where  he  has  a  neat  and  cozy  home.  While 
still  engaged  in  active  farming,  Mr.  Joiner  be- 
came one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the 
cheese  factory,  which  was  of  great  advantage 
to  the  community. 

Mr.  Joiner  was  also  a  shareholder  in  the 
Second  National  Bank  and  holds  stock  in  the 
Jefferson  Banking  Company.  He  is  a  straight- 
forward Republican  in  politics,  and  has  never 
shirked  the  responsibilities  of  public  office, 
having  served  for  many  terms  as  school  direc- 
tor, and  as  township  trustee  for  ten  years,  an 
office  which  he  has  held  the  past  seven  years. 
For  forty  years,  following  the  example  of  his 
early  benefactor.  Mr.  Joiner  has  kept  a  diary, 
each  day  recording  his  business  transactions, 
at  the  end  of  the  week  making  a  summary 
showing  the  exact  condition  of  his  financial  af- 
fairs, keeping  his  accounts  as.  systematically 
as  any  one  engaged  in  mercantile  or  other  busi- 
ness pursuits. 

November  12.  1867,  Mr.  Joiner  married  Dell 
C.  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  Ashael  Thomp- 
son, a  Conneaut  merchant.  She  died  July  3, 
1897.  aIter  almost  thirty  years  of  happy  mar- 
ried life.  She  taught  school  several  terms,  and 
ably  assisted  her  husband  in  advancing  bis 
education,  which  had  been  neglected  in  his 
youthful  days.  She  also  kept  a  diary,  record- 
ing the  more  interesting,  events  of  her  daily  life. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joiner  reared  two  children, 
namely  :  Lina  E.,  now  having  charge  of  the  old 
home  farm ;  and  Bernice  C,  who.  although  but 
a  school  girl  at  the  time  of  her  mother's  death, 
has  since  devoted  her  time  to  her  father,  re- 
maining with  him  as  housekeeper.  She  is  a 
woman  of  worth,  and  a  conscientious  member 
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of  the  Congregational  church.    Mrs.  Joiner  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  church. 

Asa  S.  Hardy. — Now  living  retired  in  the 
attractive  little  village  of  Unionville,  Madison 
township,  Lake  county,  Mr.  Hardy  is  one  of 
the  venerable  and  highly  honored  citizens  of 
this  section  of  the  county.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  in  Union- 
ville for  thirty  years,  ever  active,  energetic  and 
industrious,  and  not  the  infirmities  of  years 
caused  his  retirement,  but  rather  the  fact  that 
his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then  came 
to  a  realization  of  the  fact  that  he  was  entitled 
to  a  surcease  of  such  active  application  to  busi- 
ness, and  he  is  now  enjoying  that  repose  and 
generous  comfort  which  are  the  just  reward 
for  years  of  earnest  toil  and  endeavor.  He 
built  up  a  business  which  in  magnitude  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  city  of  very  appreciable 
population,  drawing  his  trade  from  a  wide 
radius  of  country  and  holding  the  inviolable 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  many  patrons. 
He  is  a  member  of  a  family  long  established 
on  American  soil,  the  same  having  been 
founded  in  New  England,  that  cradle  of  our 
national  history,  in  the  early  colonial  epoch. 
A  man  of  large  mental  resources,  Mr.  Hardy 
finds,  now  that  he  has  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, that  time  does  not  hang  heavily  upon  his 
hands,  and  he  is  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  his 
library  and  of  current  periodicals  and  news- 
papers to  an  extent  that  was  not  previously 
permitted  him,  owing  to  the  exactions  of  his 
business. 

Mr.  Hardy  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Shelburne,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts, 
on  September  16,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  M.  (Stratton)  Hardy,  both 
of  whom  likewise  were  natives  of  Shelburne 
township,  where  they  passed  their  entire  lives 
and  where  the  father's  vocation  was  that  of  a 
farmer.  The  Hardy  family  is  of  stanch  Puri- 
tan stock  and  was  early  founded  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
and  a  well  ordered  academy  in  his  native  state, 
after  which  he  entered  Amherst  College,  in 
which  historic  old  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1861,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  began  teaching  in  the 
common  schools,  and  through  his  pedagogic 
labors  he  earned  the  funds  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  his  college  course.  In  the  autumn 
of   1861,  a  few  months  after  his  graduation, 


Mr.  Hardy  came  to  the  west,  first  locating  in 
Michigan.  At  Richland,  Kalamazoo  county, 
that  state,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
Prairie  Seminary  until  January,  1863,  when 
he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
principal  of  the  graded  schools,  in  which  po- 
sition he  had  the  executive  supervision  of  the 
work  of  twenty-five  subordinate  teachers. 
That  his  ability  and  his  effective  services  met 
with  popular  appreciation  in  the  Ohio  metrop- 
olis is  evident  when  we  revert  to  the  fact  that 
he  held  the  position  noted  for  the  long  period 
of  twelve  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
voluntarily  retired.  He  then,  in  the  autumn 
of  1874,  removed  to  Unionville,  Lake  county, 
which  place  has  since  represented  his  home. 
Here  he  succeeded  N.  Stratton  in  the  owner- 
ship of  a  general  store  which  was  founded  in 
the  pioneer  days,  by  Dan  Cleveland,  and 
which  had  been  conducted  consecutively  dur- 
ing the  long  intervening  years,  and  of  which 
Air.  Hardy  was  the  fourth  owner  and  the  last. 
Upon  assuming  control  he  added  various  de- 
partments to  the  store  and  greatly  amplified 
its  facilities,  making  it  a  first-class  general 
store,  in  which  were  handled  a  great  varietv 
of  lines  of  merchandise,  including  dry  goods, 
clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  hats  and  caps,  drugs, 
groceries,  etc.  He  continued  the  enterprise 
with  unvarying  success  for  thirty  years — up 
to  the  time  that  the  store  building  and  ware- 
house were  destroyed  by  fire,  in  1904,  entail- 
ing a  loss  of  about  $6,000  above  the  insurance 
indemnity.  The  business  had  been  permitted 
to  run  down  by  its  former  owner,  but  he  soon 
gained  a  secure  hold  upon  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  this  section,  and  by  his  fair  and 
honorable  dealing  built  up  a  very  large  and 
representative  trade.  His  last  year's  business 
represented  transactions  to  an  aggregate  of 
fully  $40,000,  and  he  carried  a  stock  of  goods 
of  an  average  valuation  of  about  $12,000.  The 
regular  salesroom  or  store  was  not  of  large 
dimensions,  but  in  the  rear  the  reserve  stock 
was  kept  in  a  commodious  warehouse,  to  which 
recourse  could  be  had  on  the  shortest  notice, 
and  usually  with  the  result  that  the  customer 
found  the  article  he  wanted.  Indeed,  it  was 
a  common  saying  in  the  community  that  at 
"Hardy's"  a  man  could  find  anything  he 
wanted.  Mr.  Hardy  gave  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  business,  working  early  and  late 
and  giving  his  personal  supervision  to  every 
detail,  so  that  he  not  only  held  his  affairs  well 
in  hand,  in  so  far  as  knowing  exactly  how  his 
business  stood,  but  was  able  also  to  anticipate 
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and  supply  the  needs  and  demands  of  his  large 
trade.  After  the  loss  of  his  store  he  decided 
to  continue  his  residence  in  Unionville,  where 
his  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that  of 
his  acquaintances,  and  where  his  interests  have 
centered  for  so  long  a  period  of  years.  His 
decision  was  a  source  of  unalloyed  gratifica- 
tion to  all  who  knew  him. 

Though  never  animated  by  aught  of  ambi- 
tion for  public  office,  Mr.  Hardy  has  ever  ac- 
corded a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party  and  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  hour.  He  and  his 
wife  have  long  been  zealous  members  of  the 
Congregational  church.  Mr.  Hardy  is  a  man 
of  high  intellectuality,  and  during  the  long 
years  of  a  business  career  of  activity  and 
countless  exactions,  he  has  never  lost  his  taste 
for  study  and  for  the  reading  of  good  liter- 
ature— a  fact  that,  as  already  intimated  in  this 
context,  proves  a  matter  of  deep  satisfaction 
to  him  now  that  he  can  devote  more  time  to 
indulgence  of  this  predilection. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1870,  Mr.  Hardy  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Earle,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  Earle,  a  representative 
citizen  of  Richland,  Michigan.  She  was  a 
former  pupil  of  her  husband  and  later  was 
graduated  in  Rockford  Seminary,  at  Rockford, 
Illinois,  in  which  school  she  became  a  success- 
ful and  popular  teacher,  as  was  she  later  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  children,  concerning 
whom  the  following  brief  data  are  given :  Asa 
S.j  the  first  born,  is  now  an  attorney  of 
Grangeville,  Idaho,  and  is  very  successful  as  a 
lawyer;  Charles  W.  and  Sarah  W.,  twins; 
Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three ;  Charles 
W.  is  secretary  of  the  Wood  Live  Stock  Com- 
pany of  Spencer,  Tdaho ;  Roy.  who  was 
graduated  in  the  high  school  at  Geneva,  Ash- 
tabula county,  and  was  a  member  of  the  junior 
class  in  Oberlin  College  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age;  Sarah, 
as  were  all  of  the  children  who  attained  to 
maturity,  was  graduated  in  the  Geneva  high 
school  and  became  an  expert  stenographer, 
being  employed  as  such  up  to  the  time  of  her 
death,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years; 
Charles  W.,  who  assisted  his  father  in  the 
work  and  management  of  the  store  until  the 
same  was  burned,  is  now  secretary  and  book- 
keeper of  the  Wood  Live  Stock  Company,  of 
Spencer,  Idaho;  Mary  T.  is  assistant  librarian 
of  the  public  library  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rap- 


ids, Michigan;  and  Faith  F.  is  a  member  of 
the  Class  of  191 1  in  Oberlin  College. 

Charles  Wells  Brainerd,  the  able  and 
popular  postmaster  of  Mantua,  Portage 
county,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  well  known 
pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  one  that  was  founded  in  America 
in  the  early  colonial  epoch.  He  is  the  only 
son  and  eldest  child  of  Enos  P.  and  Margaret 
(Wells)  Brainerd,  and  was  born  in  Randolph 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1845,  and  in  the  agnatic  line  is  a 
representative  in  the  seventh  generation  in  the 
line  of  direct  descent  from  Daniel  Brainerd, 
who  was  brought  over  from  England  in  1649, 
when  eight  years  of  age,  and  who  lived  with 
the  Willis  family  in  Hartford.  Connecticut, 
until  he  had  attained  to  his  legal  majority.  It 
is  probable  that  the  original  spelling  of  the 
name  was  Brainwood.  Daniel  Brainerd  or 
Brainwood  first  married  Miss  Hannah  Spen- 
cer, of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  and  his  second 
wife  was  a  widow,  Mrs.  Hannah  Sexton.  The 
nine  children  were  all  the  offspring  of  the  first 
marriage.  Daniel  Brainerd  was  born  in  1641 
and  died  on  the  1st  of  April,  1715,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  Elijah  Brainerd,  son 
of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Spencer)  Brainerd. 
was  born  at  Haddam,  Connecticut,  June  10, 
1677,  and  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Bushnell, 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  was  solemnized  on 
the  28th  of  September,  1699.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  he  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  on  the  6th  of  September.  1738. 
Elijah  Brainerd  Jr.,  great-great-grandfather  of 
him  whose  name  initiates  this  review,  was 
born  September  22,  1706,  and  on  the  4th  of 
April,  1732,  he  married  Miss  Phebe  Bailey, 
who  bore  him  ten  children.  Of  these  children 
the  next  in  line  of  direct  descent  was  Zacha- 
riah  Brainerd,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1742,  and  who  was  married  to  Miss  Mehitable 
Clark  on  the  29th  of  November,  1764.  They 
had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Joseph  was  born 
in  Haddon,  Connecticut,  October  7,  1782.  In 
Tanuarv,  181 1.  he  married  Miss  Desire  Utley, 
who  did  not  long  survive.  On  the  5th  of  July, 
1813.  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Post,  and  their 
son,  Enos  Post  Brainerd,  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Leyden,  Lewis 
countv.  New  York,  November  25,  1814.  On 
the  4th  of  August,  1836.  Enos  P.  Brainerd 
married  Miss  Margaret  Wells,  who  was  born 
at  Ravenna,   Portage  county,   Ohio,  June  4, 
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1816,  a  daughter  of  John  F.  Wells,  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  this  county.  Enos  P. 
Brainerd  died  in  Mantua,  this  county,  on  the 
31st  of  July,  1897,  and  his  devoted  wife  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  March  21,  1880. 
Iney  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  of 
whom  Charles  W.,  of  this  review,  is  the  eldest 
and  the  only  one  now  living ;  Mary  Adelaide, 
who  was  born  in  Ravenna,  March  4,  1850,  and 
who  was  married  to  Frazier  Hurlburt,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1868,  died  in  Ravenna,  October  11,  1878, 
leaving  one  child,  Florence  A.,  then  three  years 
of  age,  now  Mrs.  Charleon  Lester,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Enos  P.  Brainerd  married  second 
Miss  Augusta  L.  Jones,  of  Winthrop,  Con- 
necticut. She  died  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  August 
16,  1893. 

Charles  W.  Brainerd  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  where  he 
duly  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the 
union  school,  in  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1864,  under  the  principalship  of  D.  D. 
Pickett.  He  thereafter  supplemented  this  dis- 
cipline by  a  thorough  course  in  the  Iron  City 
Mercantile  College,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  spring  of  1867  Mr.  Brainerd  engaged 
in  the  produce  and  feed  business  in  Ravenna, 
becoming  associated  in  this  enterprise  with 
Albert  G.  Mason,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Brainerd  &  Mason.  In  1871  this  firm  closed 
out  its  business  and  in  the  following  year  Mr. 
Brainerd  engaged  in  the  drug  business  with 
his  father,  under  the  title  of  E.  P,  Brainerd  & 
Son.  They  purchased  the  drug  stock  and  busi- 
ness of  Charles  and  Alvin  Poe,  and  they  con- 
tinued the  enterprise  in  the  original  location, 
in  the  Swift  block,  until  1874,  when  they  pur- 
chased and  removed  to  the  H.  L.  Day  store, 
in  the  Phoenix  block,  where  the  business  was 
continued  until  tne  spring  of  1884,  when  the 
firm  was  dissolved.  Charles  W.  Brainerd  tnen 
removed  the  stock  to  Mantua  Station,  the  name 
of  which  village  was  changed  to  Mantua  about 
1906,  and  later  he  sold  his  stock  and  business 
to  Dr.  S.  E.  Dechon.  In  May,  1897,  Mr.  Brain- 
erd was  appointed  postmaster  of  Mantua  Sta- 
tion, and  this  office  he  has  retained  during  the 
intervening  period  of  more  than  a  decade.  He 
has  given  a  most  careful  and  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  office,  which  has 
been  advanced  from  the  fourth  to  the  third 
class  and  which  is  now  the  fourth  in  impor- 
tance in  Portage  county.  He  is  held  in  un- 
qualified esteem  in  his  native  county  and  his 
course  has  been  marked  by  inflexible  integ- 
rity of  purpose  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  so 


that  he  has  an  inviolable  hold  upon  popular 
confidence.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  Republican  party,  in  whose  cause  he  has 
rendered  effective  service.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Masons. 

On  the  2nd  of  January,  1867,  Air.  Brainerd 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Celia  J.  Peck, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Julia  E.  (  Gager)  Peck, 
of  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  she 
was  born  April  21,  1844.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brain- 
erd became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living.  Their  names,  with 
respective  dates  of  birth,  are :  Charles  Hurl- 
burt, April  5,  1870;  Harry  Wills,  October  26, 
187 1  ;  George  Richard,  February  17,  1873; 
Lilla,  October  10,  1874;  and  James  G.,  born- 
September  11.  1876,  died  November  22,  1878. 

Bemus  Buckley. — Energetic  and  industri- 
ous, with  progressive  and  liberal  views,  Bemus 
Buckley,  of  Mantua,  is  associated  with  the 
mercantile  interests  of  this  part  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve  as  a  jeweler,  having  a  well  estab- 
lished and  lucrative  business  in  that  line.  A 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born,  April 
15,  1841,  in  McKean  county,  a  son  of  Daniel 
Buckley.  The  eldest  child  of  the  parental  • 
household,  he  maintained  the  Buckley  record 
by  first  opening  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  April, 
the  month  in  which  the  first-born  of  the  fam- 
ily for  many  generations  had  chosen  as  the  one 
in  which  to  make  their  advent  in  this  beautiful 
world.  He  comes  of  patriotic  New  England 
stock,  his  great-grandfather  on  the  paternal 
side  having  been  born  in  Connecticut,  about 
1735,  and  having  served  as  captain  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Azel  Buckley,  grandfather  of  Bemus  Buck- 
ley, was  born,  in  April,  1794,  in  Eastern.  New 
York,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Rowley,  was  born  in  the  same  state,  her 
birth  occurring  in  1797.  Daniel  Buckley,  born 
in  Allegany  county.  New  York.  April  15,  181 5, 
married  Sally  Evans,  who  was  born  in  Syra- 
cuse in  1819,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Pendle 
Evans.  John  P.  Evans  was  born,  about  1779, 
in  either  Wales  or  Scotland.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  years,  unaccompanied  by  any  of  his 
family,  he  came  to  America,  landing  on  the 
banks  of  the  James  river,  at  or  near  James- 
town, Virginia,  and  a  few  years  later  settling 
in  Syracuse,  New  York.  He  was  self-educated, 
and  while  yet  a  comparatively  young  man  be- 
came a  Baptist  preacher.  Moving  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  he  bought  a  tract  of  wild 
land  in  McKean  county,  and  by  dint  of  strenu- 
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ous  labor  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  on 
which  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1856,  carry- 
ing on  general  farming  successfully,  and  as 
opportunity  occurred  preaching  the  gospel  in 
surrounding  towns.  He  married  Hannah  True, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  state  in  1798. 

Soon  after  starting  in  business  for  himself, 
Remus  Buckley  located  with  his  family  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  at  Mentor,  in  Lake  county, 
near  Kirtland,  at  one  time  headquarters  for 
the  Mormons,  who  there  erected  a  fine  tem- 
ple. In  September,  1895,  Mr.  Buckley  settled 
in  Chardon,  Geauga  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  business  two  years.  The 
next  five  years  he  was  similarly  employed  in 
Mentor,  Ohio,  from  there  coming.  September 
3,  1902,  to  Mantua,  where  he  has  gained  the 
good-will  and  patronage  of  the  community, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  jewelers  of  the 
city. 

.  Mr.  Buckley  married,  first.  Electa  J.  Drake. 
Of  the  three  children  born  of  that  union,  but 
one  is  now  living,  namely  :  Fred  L.,  who  mar- 
ried, February  22,  1886.  Susia  B.  Hodges,  and 
is  now  living  in  Springville.  New  York.  Mr. 
Buckley  married,  second,  November  21,  1897, 
in  Chardon,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Ruby  A.  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Sylvia  Ann  (Curtis) 
Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford county.  Pennsylvania,  in  181 5.  and  the 
latter  in  Cattaraugus  county.  New  York. 
Politically,  Mr.  Buckley  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  May,  1908,  was  elected  councilman  for  a 
term  of  two  years.  During  the  Civil  war,  Mr. 
Buckley  served  for  three  years  as  musician, 
being  first  a  bugler  in  the  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry  Band,  and  later  be- 
longing to  the  Company  K.  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-sixth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  July 
26,  1865.  On  account  of  his  services  he  was 
made  eligible  for  membership  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  belongs  to  Bendy 
Post,  No.  2()4.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  religiously, 
he  belongs  to  the  Disciples'  Church,  of  Mentor. 

Benjamin  Fkaxklix  Turner. — By  inherit- 
ance, education,  training  and  experience  es- 
pecially fitted  for  a  business  career,  Benjamin 
F.  Turner  is  an  active  assistant  in  promoting 
the  mercantile  prosperity  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  as  one  of  its  leading  grain  mer- 
chants is  carrying  on  an  extensive  and  lucra- 
tive business,  operating  three  large  elevators, 
ime  in  Avery,  one  at  Kimball  and  one  at  Front. 


He  likewise  deals  largely  in  seed  and  in  coal, 
having  a  substantial  trade  in  each,  and  also 
in  livestock.  A  native  of  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
he  was  born  December  29,  1867,  in  Milan,  on 
the  farm  where  his  father,  the  late  Reuben 
Turner,  spent  his  entire  life.  He  comes  of 
New  England  stock,  Benjamin  D.  Turner,  the 
founder  of  the  American  family  of  Turners, 
having  emigrated  from  England  to  the  United 
States  in  colonial  clays,  settling  in  Killing- 
worth,  Connecticut. 

Peter  Turner,  the  great  grandfather  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Turner,  was  born  in  Killingsworth, 
Connecticut,  in  1746,  and  served  gallantly  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  son,  B. 
D.  Turner,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Erie  county,  Ohio,  coining 
here  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. A  farmer  by  occupation,  he  took  up  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Milan,  and  by  means  of 
persevering  labor  redeemed  a  homestead  from 
the  wilderness,  and  there  brought  up  his 
family. 

Reuben  Turner  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead,  in  Milan,  February  8.  1836,  and 
there  resided  until  his  death,  January  29,  1909. 
an  honored  and  respected  citizen.  Although 
his  early  education  was  that  to  be  obtained  in 
the  pioneer  schools  of  his  day,  he  was  a  keen 
observer  of  men  and  of  events,  and  through 
his  natural  shrewdness  and  much  good  read- 
ing became  one  of  the  best  informed  and  most 
intelligent  citizens  of  his  community,  and  a 
leader  in  public  affairs.  Succeeding  to  the 
possession  of  the  old  homestead,  he  carried  on 
general  farming  with  excellent  results,  and  es- 
tablished an  extensive  business  as  a  dealer  in 
grain,  becoming  one  of  the  foremost  grain  mer- 
chants in  the  county.  Prominent  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  he  took  an  intense  and  intelligent 
interest  in  political  matters,  and  was  much 
sought  as  a  public  official,  but  usually  declined 
the  flattering  offers  made  him.  although  he  did 
serve  four  years  as  treasurer  of  Erie  county. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  was  for  many  terms  an 
elder.  He  married,  in  Perkins,  Erie  county. 
Ohio,  Sarah  Miller,  who  was  born  May  10. 
1836.  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  as  a  child  with 
her  parents  to  Perkins,  where  she  resided  until 
her  marriage. 

After  leaving  the  common  schools.  Benjamin 
F.  Turner  completed  a  course  of  study  in  a 
business  college,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business  with  his  father. 
Quick-witted   and   observant,   he    obtained    a 
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thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  trade, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  father  succeeded  to  the 
entire  business,  and  as  a  dealer  in  grain,  seed, 
coal  and  livestock,  is  meeting  with  character- 
istic success,  his  operations  being  extensive  and 
remunerative. 

Air.  Turner  married,  in  Milan,  December  3, 
1890,  Githeria  Anderson,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Paul  Reuben  Turner,  born  in  1893.  In- 
dependent in  politics,  Mr.  Turner  has  never  as- 
pired to  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
time  and  energies  to  the  management  of  his 
business  affairs.  Religiously  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  which  he  has 
served  as  trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  Erie  Lodge  No.  239,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  of  Milan 
Chapter  No.  135,  R.  A.  M. ;  of  Norwalk  Com- 
manderv  No.  19,  K.  T. ;  El  Koran  Temple,  A. 
A.  O.  N.  M.  S..  of  Cleveland ;  and  of  Norwalk 
Lodge  No.  730,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Francis  J.  Fuller. — An  able  representative 
of  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture  in 
Lake  county  is  Francis  J.  Fuller,  whose  fine 
homestead  farm  is  located  in  Madison  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 
Ohio,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1858.  and  thus 
is  a  native  of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve, 
to  whose  history  and  that  of  its  people  this 
publication  is  devoted.  He  is  a  son  of  Horace 
and  Joanna  Armstrong  (Downing.)  Fuller. 

Horace  Fuller  was  born  at  Attleboro,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  which  commonwealth  the  family 
was  founded  in  the  colonial  days,  and  there  he 
was  reared  and  educated.  He  continued  to  re- 
side in  Massachusetts  until  1849,  when  he 
removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  McNarry  &  Claflin  Car  Works, 
pioneer  manufacturers  of  railroad  cars  in  that 
city.  He  was  a  skilled  mechanic  in  various 
lines.  He  finally  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self as  a  railroad-bridge  contractor,  and  in 
connection  with  his  operations  in  this  line  he 
went  to  the  south,  where  he  was  thus  engaged 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  His  freely 
expressed  views  on  the  slavery  question  and 
his  pronounced  northern  sympathies  in  the  cli- 
materic  period  culminating  in  the  war  natur- 
ally made  him  persona  non  grata  in  the  south. 
whence  he  escaped  at  a  time  when  feeling 
against  him  was  so  bitter  that  a  rope  had  been 
made  ready  for  his  execution.  He  returned 
to  Cleveland,  where  he  became  a  leading  con- 
tractor and  builder,  and  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  this  vocation  for  forty  years.  He 
assumed  contracts  for  the  completion  of  build- 


ings in  their  entirety,  whether  of  stone,  brick 
or  wooden  construction,  and  among  the  monu- 
ments to  his  skill  in  this  line  stands  the  old 
stone  church  on  the  public  square  in  Cleve- 
land, as  well  as  the  court  house  of  Cuyahoga 
county  (the  old  one)  in  the  same  city.  He  is 
now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  YYilloughby, 
Lake  county.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  an 
old  family  of  Long  Island,  New  York,  and  her 
parents  resided  for  some  time  in  Albany,  that 
state,  whence  they  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
when  she  was  a  girl.  There  her  father,  Jacob 
Downing,  engaged  in  the  sale  of  spices,  and 
being  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  S.  C.  Smith 
Carter  Company,  and  then  S.  C.  Smith  &  Co., 
the  change  in  the  firm's  name  being  caused  by 
death.  Under  the  last  title  the  business  is  still 
continued.  Mrs.  Fuller  was  summoned  to  the 
life  eternal  in  1902,  leaving  two  children.  Hor- 
ace duller  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  and  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  his  wife  also  was  a  devout  communicant. 
Francis  J.  Fuller,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  was  reared  to  maturity  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  where  he  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  parish  school  of  Trinity 
church,  Protestant  Episcopal,  and  also  those 
of  the  public  schools  and  Nottingham  Semi- 
nary, after  leaving  which  last  named  institu- 
tion he  continued  his  studies  in  the  Brooks 
School,  in  Cleveland.  In  his  youth  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  under  the  able  direction 
of  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
his  various  operations  until  1884.  when  he  went 
to  the  west,  where  he  remained  one  year,  after 
which  he  again  joined  his  father  in  Cleveland, 
where  he  continued  to  be  associated  with  him 
in  his  contracting,  business  until  1886.  when, 
largely  on  account  of  his  health  having  be- 
come much  impaired,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
an  entirely  different  line  of  enterprise.  He  came 
to  Lake  county  and  purchased  the  old  Sher- 
wood homestead  of  163  acres,  the  most  of 
which  lies  in  Madison  township,  though  a 
small  part  is  in  Perry  township.  The  land  was 
secured  by  John  Sherwood  at  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  Lake  county,  in  1840.  In  185 1 
it  passed  into  the  possession  of  his  son,  R.  N., 
and  later  it  was  owned  by  Mrs.  Mariella  E.  F. 
Sherwood.  It  is  one  of  the  well  improved 
and  valuable  farms  of  the  county,  and  the  fine 
old  brick  residence  occupies  a  commanding  site, 
overlooking  a  wide  area  of  surrounding  coun- 
try. This  is  one  of  the  oldest  brick  houses  in 
Madison  township  and  is  one  of  the  landmarks 
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of  this  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Fuller  pur- 
chased the  farm  of  the  heirs  of  A.  A.  Amidon, 
a  lawyer,  who  was  killed  a  few  years  pre- 
viously. The  farm  is  devoted  to  diversified 
agriculture  and  stock-growing  and  is  one  of 
the  model  country  seats  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. The  present  owner  has  remodeled  the 
buildings,  installed  an  effective  system  of  tile 
drainage  and  made  other  improvements  of  the 
best  order.  In  a  vocation  diametrically  differ- 
ent to  that  which  he  had  previously  followed, 
Mr.  Fuller  has  shown  his  versatility  and  he 
has  made  an  unqualified  success  of  his  farm- 
ing enterprise,  in  which  he  finds  both  pleasure 
and  profit. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  loyal  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  local 
affairs,  the  while  he  is  found  arrayed  as  a  stal- 
wart supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  active  in  the  party  work  in  a  local 
way  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  its  county 
'  and  state  conventions.  In  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity he  is  affiliated  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge, 
No.  307,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Madi- 
son, in  which  he  has  passed  the  various  official 
chairs ;  with  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
at  Geneva,  and  Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29, 
Knights  Templar,  in  the  city  of  Painesville,  of 
which  he  is  eminent  commander  at  the  time  of 
this  writing,  in  1909.  In  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  of  the  fraternity  he  has  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree,  being  a  member  of 
Lake  Erie  Consistory  of  the  Valley  of  Cleve- 
land, and  he  is  also  identified  with  Al  Koran 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  in  the  same  city.  His  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1884,  was  solemn- 
ized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fuller  to  Miss  Minnie 
L.  Mason,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Eva  T.  (Clark)  Mason,  now  resi- 
dents of  Delta,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller 
have  four  children — Mabel  Dawing,  Edna 
Maud,  Francis  Clark  and  Horace  Charles,  all 
of  whom  remain  at  the  parental  home  and  all 
save  the  youngest  of  whom  are  graduates  of 
the  Madison  high  school.  The  family  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  social  activities  of  the 
community,  and  the  beautiful  old  homestead 
is  a  center  of  gracious  hospitality. 

Stanley  Corwin  Andrews,  a  successful 
practitioner  at  the  Ohio  bar  for  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  and  a  leading  citizen  connected 
with  the  public  affairs  of  Conneaut.  Ashtabula 


county,  is  of  a  stanch  New  England  family 
long  identified  with  the  agricultural,  educa- 
tional and  professional  activities  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Samuel  Andrews,  his  great- 
grandfather, was  a  resident  of  Vermont  prior 
to  1800,  and  the  westward  migration  of  the 
family  commenced  in  1807,  when  he  moved  to 
Germantown,  Greene  county,  New  York.  He 
was  married  four  times,  and  became  the  father 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Benoni  was  born 
April  8,  1809.  This  son  married  Miss  Betsy 
Sweet  Parmeter,  at  Wayne,  Ashtabula  county, 
July  17,  1825,  his  wife  having  been  born  on  the 
13th  of  April,  1806.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Hile,  born  April  17,  1826;  Sally, 
January  30,  1828;  Philo,  September  n,  1829; 
Candace,  June  10,  1831  ;  Flobel,  June  5,  1832; 
Alvero,  August  16,  1833;  Oliver,  March  19, 
1834;  Sylvia,  March  29,  1836;  Mary,  June, 
1838  ;  Sabra,  June  26,  1839 ;  Harrison  A.,  June 
14,  1840;  Calphurnia,  June  29,  1842;  Adeline, 
May  31,  1844,  and  a  son  who  died  as  an  infant 
in  1846. 

Harrison  A.  Andrews,  the  father  of  Stanley 
C,  was  educated  at  Lindenville  and  at  Kings- 
ville  Academy,  Ohio,  and  commenced  teaching 
at  Conneaut  and  East  Conneaut.  For  several 
years  prior  to  1875  he  served  as  principal  of 
the  public  schools  of  Conneaut,  resigning  that 
year  to  assume  a  similar  position  at  Pierpont, 
Ohio.  He  remained  at  the  head  of  the  educa- 
tional system  of  that  town  until  1882,  having 
also  been  mayor  of  Conneaut,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  honored  with  other  public  responsi- 
bilities. He  owned  a  farm  south  of  the  latter 
city,  on  the  LTnder  Ridge  road,  and  was  a  man 
of  decided  practical  abilities,  as  well  as  a  thor- 
ough educator.  On  May  8,  1862,  Harrison 
A.  Andrews  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Corda  S.  Payne,  of  Conneaut,  where  the  cere- 
mony occurred,  and  the  children  of  their  union 
were  as  follows:  Sarah  C,  born  February  20, 
1864;  Stanley  C,  born  October  5,  1865  ;  Hor- 
tense  A.,  born  September  8,  1872 ;  and  Bessie 
M.,  born  June  25,  1876.  Sarah  C.  married 
Paul  R.  Berdemann  and  resides  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi:  Hortense  A.  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward R.  Sloan,  and  is  also  a  resident  of  that 
city :  and  Bessie  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  John 
M.  Firmin,  lives  at  Findlay,  Ohio. 

The  American  origin  of  the  Paine  family 
(the  maternal  line)  was  Moses,  who  was  born 
in  England,  came  to  this  country  in  1630,  set- 
tled in  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in 
June,  1643.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  posi- 
tion, owning  large  estates  in  Cambridge  and 
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Concord  and  thousands  of  acres  near  the  Blue 
Hills.  First  married  to  Elizabeth  Pares,  and 
secondly  to  Judith,  her  sister,  Moses  Paine 
became  the  father  of  three  children — Moses 
(born  in  England  in  1622),  Elizabeth  and  Ste- 
phen. The  last  named,  whose  birth  in  Eng- 
land occurred  in  1628,  came  to  Massachusetts 
with  his  father,  and  November  16,  1651,  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Bass.  Their  children,  who 
were  all  born  at  Braintree,  were  Stephen, 
Samuel,  Hannah.  Sarah,  Moses,  John  and 
Lydia.  Stephen  Paine,  of  the  third  genera- 
tion, was  born  in  1652  and  married  February 
20,  1682,  Ellen  Veasey.  Their  children  were 
Stephen,  Ellen  and  two  Samuels,  one  of  whom 
died  as  an  infant.  The  Samuel  who  reached 
manhood  was  born  April  14,  1689,  and  mar- 
ried November  5,  1728,  Miss  Susanna  Rug- 
gles,  and  the  children  of  their  union  were  Su- 
sannah, Eleanor,  Joseph  Ruggles,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  a  second  son  by  the  same  name. 
The  Joseph  Ruggles  Paine  who  reached  ma- 
turity, and  continued  the  family  line,  was  born 
in  Braintree  (now  Quincy),  Massachusetts, 
June  30,  1735,  and  on  March  13,  1758,  wedded 
Miss  Mehitable  Gittings.  In  1767  they  moved 
to  Ashfield,  that  state,  where  the  husband  and 
father  died  on  the  18th  of  February,  1831. 
The  deceased  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and 
a  stanch  citizen  of  his  time.  He  was  the  father 
of  Joseph,  Abel.  Ruggles,  Asa,  Benjamin  and 
two  daughters.  The  first-born,  Joseph,  was  a 
native  of  Ashfield,  Massachusetts,  who  spent 
most  of  the  year  1856  at  Conneaut,  but  re- 
turned to  the  town  of  his  birth,  where  he  died 
about  two  years  later.  The  deceased  had  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  Billings,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons,  Samuel  and  Joseph  Paine — the  latter 
changing  the  spelling  of  the  family  name  from 
Paine  to  Payne.  Joseph  Payne,  born  Septem- 
ber 12.  1796,  came  to  Ashtabula  county  in 
1836,  dying  at  Conneaut  in  1843.  He  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Andrews,  his 
wife  Polly  being  also  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, whose  death  occurred  at  Conneaut,  as 
the  mother  of  Carlton,  Newton  B.,  Calista, 
Julia,  Cyrenus  M.,  Caroline,  Jane  and  Lex- 
anna.  Newton  B.  Payne,  the  grandfather, 
was  born  at  Dearfield,  Massachusetts.  Septem- 
ber 12,  1821  :  migrated  to  Ohio  in  1836,  and 
October  7,  1842,  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Thompson.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church,  and 
a  citizen  of  conscience  and  usefulness.  Al- 
though in  poor  health  during  the  Civil  war, 
he  actively  participated  in  the  raising  of  re1 


cruits  for  the  Union  army  and,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  draft,  paid  a  substitute  to  take  his  place 
at  the  front.  His  death  occurred  at  Conneaut, 
August  25,  1883.  The  wife  and  grandmother 
was  the  daughter  of  Zebadiah  and  Polly 
Thompson,  with  whom  she  came  to  Conneaut 
about  1830.  The  children  of  Newton  B.  and 
Sarah  ( Thompson )  Payne  were  Corwin  N., 
Adelbert  O.,  and  Corda  S.  Payne,  Mrs.  Har- 
rison A.  Andrews,  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Stanley  C.  Andrews  obtained  a  public 
school  education  at  Pierpont,  Ohio;  pursued 
a  business  course  at  the  Indiana  Normal 
School,  in  Valparaiso;  and  in  1886  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  being  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar  on 
the  5th  of  October  of  that  year.  He  has  es- 
tablished a  fine  practice  at  Conneaut,  his  public 
official  service  including  a  term  as  its  city 
solicitor.  For  many  years  in  his  earlier  years 
he  was  a  leader  in  the  development  of  the  fire 
department,  having  been  foreman,  assistant 
chief  and  chief.  As  a  stalwart  Republican  he 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  municipal  affairs 
generally.  He  has  also  been  a  leader  in  the 
work  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  is  well  known 
in  fraternal  circles  through  his  connection 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  (Uniformed 
Rank ) ,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Modern 
Woodmen,  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  K.  O.  T.  M.  Mr. 
Andrews  was  first  married,  August  5,  1885, 
to  Miss  Madge  E.  Bliss,  daughter  of  Alvin  E. 
and  Louise  (Harrington)  Bliss.  Mr.  Bliss 
was  a  leading  farmer  and  citizen  of  Conneaut 
township,  serving  for  some  years  as  trustee 
of  his  township  and  holding  other  offices  as 
evidences  of  the  general  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  his  associates.  Mrs.  Madge  E. 
Andrews  died  at  Conneaut  January  27,  1897, 
and  Mr.  Andrews'  second  wife,  whom  he  mar- 
ried October  5,  1898,  was  Julia  S.  Hollister, 
daughter  of  Luther  W.  and  Lizzie  (Mc- 
Creary)  Hollister,  and  born  February  5,  1870. 
Her  father  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town- 
ship, and  owns  and  operates  a  large  farm  on 
the  Lake  road,  just  north  of  Kingsville.  By 
his  first  marriage  Stanley  C.  Andrews  became 
the  father  of  the  following:  Marjorie  B., 
born  September  9,  1888,  and  unmarried; 
Louise  E.,  also  single,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1893;  and  Harrison  A.  Andrews,  born 
January  20,   1897. 

Robert  Christian  Ward,  sheriff  of  Lorain 
county,   Ohio,   was  born   at   Rockville,   Parke 
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county,  Indiana.  September  11,  1850,  a  son  of 
John  E.  and  Margaret  E.  (Mulhallen)  Ward. 
John  E.  Ward  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and 
his  wife  of  Virginia.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  a  slave  holder,  who  freed  his  slaves  when 
she  was  about  six  years  of  age,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  making  the  journey  by 
wagon.  She  was  born  in  1826  and  died  in 
[907;  Air.  Ward  was  born  in  1824  and  died 
in  1859.  They  were  married  at  Rockville, 
Indiana,  and  from  there  removed  by  wagon 
to  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  thence  to  Peoria, 
same  state.  They  removed  later  to  Lacon, 
Marshall  county,  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Ward 
died,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children ;  he 
had  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mrs.  Ward  remained  at 
Lacon  with  her  children  two  years  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  and  then  located  thir- 
teen miles  east  of  there,  near  Winona,  where 
the  boys  worked  on  a  farm,  earning,  jointly, 
thirty-seven  and  one-half  cents  per  day  the 
first  year,  and  the  next  year  each  receiving 
that  amount,  making  seventy-five  cents  for  the 
two. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  Robert  C. 
Ward  began  working  on  a  farm  for  fourteen 
dollars  per  month ;  he  drew  no  money  until 
the  end  of  eight  months,  when  he  was  paid 
one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars,  which  he  at 
once  took  to  his  mother.  He  and  another 
brother  worked  for  the  support  of  the  family, 
assisted  by  a  sister  who  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school.  The  family  remained  in  Marshall 
county,  Illinois,  until  about  1878,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Missouri,  where  the  oldest  son  and 
daughter  are  now  living.  In  1873  Robert 
C.  came  to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  and  for  a 
time  worked  in  Napoleon,  the  county  seat,  in 
a  sawmill ;  in  June  of  that  year  he  left  the 
town  with  one  thousand  head  of  sheep  bound 
for  Huron  county,  Ohio.  He  located  at 
Greenwich,  and  there  worked  in  a  sawmill  un- 
til 1875,  when  he  began  driving  through  the 
country  gathering  butter  and  eggs.  In  the 
spring  of  1880  Mr.  Ward  began  work  in  the 
employ  of  Wadsworth,  Peabody  &  Hossler, 
who  built  a  new  planing  mill  at  Greenwich. 
In  1893  he  removed  to  Wellington,  Lorain 
county,  (  Ihio,  where  the  same  company  em- 
ployed him  in  a  mill.  In  1899  Mr.  Ward  en- 
gaged in  conducting  a  pool  room,  at  Welling- 
ton, but  in  1900  sold  his  interests  and  went 
into  a  buggy  and  implement  business  for  a 
season  and  then  sold  out. 

Mr.  Ward  has  been  identified  with .  Elyria 
since  1901,  when  he  came  to  the  city  as  bailiff 


and  deputy  sheriff,  holding  the  office  until 
1906.  when  he  was  elected  county  sheriff;  he 
was  re-elected  in  1908  without  opposition  at 
the  primary.  His  term  will  expire  in  January, 
191 1.  He  has  given  conscientious  service  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  is  well 
known  and  generally  respected.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Ward  belongs  to  the  subordinate  lodge 
and  encampment  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  to 
the  blue  lodge  and  chapter  in  the'  Masonic 
Order,  and  has  a  large  circle  of  friends.  He 
has  been  for  years  an  enthusiastic  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  although  he  had 
never  sought  office  or  honors  for  himself 
until  the  time  of  his  running  for  sheriff. 

Mr.  Ward  married.  November  4,  1874. 
Emerett  Washburn,  who  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Greenwich  township,  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Craft  and  Char- 
lotte C.  (Griffin)  Washburn,  pioneers  of  Hu- 
ron county,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  Wash- 
burn was  born  in  Greenwich,  son  of  Henry 
Washburn,  pioneer  of  Huron  county,  whose 
father,  Joseph  Washburn,  also  lived  in  Huron 
county ;  the  family  came  to  Ohio  from  New 
York  state.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Washburn  was 
born  in  Greene  county.  New  York. 

James  A.  Cornell  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  residents  of  the  little  city  of  Aus- 
tinburg,  its  postmaster,  a  business  man  and 
a  well  known  public  official.  He  was  born  at 
Lodi,  New  York,  July  7,  1846,  a  son  of  Barent 
and  Jane  (Huff)  Cornell,  and  in  1854  he 
moved  with  the  family  to  Plymouth,  Ohio, 
and  after  to  Shelby,  this  state,  where  the  father 
of  the  family  died  in  1868  and  the  mother  in 
1902.  Their  children  were:  William,  Tunis 
H.,  Peter  D.,  James  A..  John  G.  Elbert  B., 
Lydia  S.,  Catherine  (born  in  1844  an<l  died 
in  1858),  Martha  and  Elizabeth. 

As  a  boy  of  seventeen  James  A.  Cornell 
enlisted  for  the  Civil  war,  joining  Company 
H,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-third  Ohio  volun- 
teer Infantry,  while  later  he  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-first 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  during 
the  last  two  years  of  the  war.  Previous  to 
entering  the  army,  in  the  fall  of  1863  he  drove 
stage  from  Youngstown  to  Salem,  and  in  1867 
he  secured  a  position  as  brakeman  with  the 
Big  Four  Railroad  Company,  and  it  was  while 
serving  in  that  position  that  he  suffered  the 
loss  of  one  arm  while  coupling  cars  in  1870. 
For  a  time  following  this  accident  Mr.  Cornell 
recorded  baggage  in  Cleveland,  was  later  the 
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private  secretary  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Big  Four  Company,  and  was  next  in  the  coal 
business  in  Cleveland  with  his  brother  Elbert. 
Buying  a  farm  in  Austinburg  township  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  acres,  Mr.  Cornell  lived 
there  for  twelve  years  and  followed  dairy 
farming.  He  then  purchased  the  shoe  busi- 
ness of  W.  E.  Orcott,  and  is  now  the  post- 
master of  Austinburg.  He  served  as  personal 
property  assessor  during  nine  successive  years, 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  a  township  clerk, 
a  clerk  of  the  educational  board  and  is  the 
present  notary  public.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  local  Republican  party,  and  for  several 
years  has  been  central  committeeman  and  also 
a  member  of  the  County  Republican  Executive 
Committee,  is  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the 
Grange,  a  member  of  the  National  Union, 
and  is  actively  identified  with  the  fraternal 
orders  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. 

Mr.  Cornell  married  Helen  M.  Field  in 
1869.  She  was  born  in  Shelby.  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  D.  and  Mary  (Richards)  Field, 
and  the  children  born  of  this  union  are : 
Chauncey.  who  married  Marian  M.  Strong, 
of  Austinburg.  by  whom  he  has  a  son  James, 
and  Chauncey  is  in  the  store  with  his  father; 
Nydia  S.,  married  C.  A.  Henderson,  from 
Austinburg,  and  they  now  live  in  Cleveland 
and  have  four  children ;  Robert  B.,  married 
Hattie  Towne,  of  Saybrook,  and  they  have 
four  children ;  James  A.  W.,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Grand  River  Institute  and  is  now  in  the 
west ;  George  is  a  surveyor  and  lives  with  his 
parents ;  Lillian  is  attending  the  Grand  River 
Institute. 

John  Harrison-. — A  colony  of  Manxmen 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the  twenties 
and  thirties,  settling  in  the  vicinity  of  Paines- 
ville,  and  they  and  their  descendants  are  now 
numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  this  part 
of  the  state,  taking,  great  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress and  improvement  of  their  community.  The 
Harrison,  Lace,  Craine.  Garrett,  Boyd,  Cowan, 
Ouine  and  Callow  families  all  came  about  this 
time.  Thomas  Harrison,  as  well  as  members 
of  the  other  families  helped  to  organize  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  all  were  very 
strict  in  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

Thomas  Harrison,  Sr.,  was  born  on  the  Isle 
of  Man,  May  4.  1791.  and  died  in  Leroy,  Octo- 
ber 12,  1S68,  being  buried  in  Williams  ceme- 
tery. He  married  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  in  1817, 
Catherine  Corlett.  who  was  born  January   12. 


1800,  and  died  September  24,  1865.  They 
came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1827,  and  here 
their  son  John  was  born  February  16.,  1831. 
They  remained  in  Buffalo  six  years,  coming  to 
Ohio  in  1833,  living  above  Painesville  on  the 
Grand  river,  at  the  old  Railroad  furnace,  for 
twelve  years  and  in  1845  they  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Leroy.  Thomas  Harrison.  Sr.,  began  at 
once  to  clear  this  and  built  a  log  house.  The 
first  building  put  up  in  the  township  of  Leroy 
being  a  surveyor's  shanty  which  was  built  on 
this  farm.  He  had  fifty  acres  and  put  it  all 
under  cultivation.  He  was  the  first  of  the 
name  on  the  place,  and  his  grandson,  Thomas 
Harrison,  is  the  present  owner,  this  farm  being 
in  the  family  since  the  grandather  settled  here. 
1845.  In  1850  Grandfather  Harrison  built  a 
new  frame  house  and  here  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days.  Hugh  Kaighin,  a  companion 
of  the  elder  Mr.  Harrison,  came  to  the  United 
States  with  him  and  settled  on  a  farm  adjoin- 
ing him.  Thomas  Harrison,  son  of  Thomas 
Harrison,  Sr.,  started  west  with  his  family  in 
the  early  days  and  died  with  a  fever  before 
reaching  his  destination.  Thomas  Harrison, 
Sr.,  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  reached 
maturity.  And  they  were :  Thomas,  married 
Mary  Woodruff,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three;  Catharine,  wife  of  Charles  Harrison, 
died  when  seventy  ;  Ann,  married  James  Ouine, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four ;  Jane,  who 
married  John  Crellin,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  ;  Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Acton  French, 
and  died  when  thirty-two  years  old  ;  John,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  died  in  1905,  age  seventy- 
four  ;  Margaret,  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of 
tiiirty-four ;  Eliza  married  Orlin  Loomis  and 
died  when  thirty-four ;  and  Melissa,  who  mar- 
ried Lucien  Loomis,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five. 

John  Harrison  learned  the  trade  of  a 
moulder  at  Canfield,  Mahoning  county,  and  he 
followed  this  trade  for  a  number  of  years  in 
Cleveland,  and  Painesville,  working  for  the 
Geauga  Furnace  Company  and  the  Rust  Fur- 
nace Company.  In  1865  he  returned  home  to 
care  for  his  parents,  and  a  few  months  later  his 
mother  died  on  September  20  of  that  year,  his 
father  dying  some  years  later,  October  12, 
1868.  Mr.  Harrison  remained  on  the  home 
farm  the  remainder  of  his  life,  building  the 
present  house  on  it  in  1895,  a"d  adding  ten 
acres  to  the  place.  He  settled  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  his  family  in  1865.  and  died  there 
July   14.   1905. 
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June  13,  1853,  John  Harrison  married  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  Elias  and  Ann  (Hildebrandt) 
Hull.  She  was  born  in  Morristown,  New  Jer- 
sey, February  27,  1833,  and  when  two  years  old 
was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  coming  with  an  ox  wagon,  the  journey 
being,  completed  in  four  weeks.  M r.  and  Mrs. 
Harrison  had  six  children,  namely :  Harriet 
Ida,  born  November  13,  1854,  who  taught 
school  ten  or  twelve  years  in  Lake  county,  and 
now  resides  with  her  mother  and  brother's  fam- 
ily ;  Frankie,  born  March  16,  1857,  died  in 
childhood ;  Frederick  Wallace,  born  December 
31,  1859,  operates  a  basket  and  veneer  works 
in  Leroy,  and  married  Nevettie  Manley  and 
has  four  children,  Lila  May,  Dan  M.,  his 
father's  partner,  Lizzie  Adella,  and  Frank 
Merle ;  Thomas  Hull  Harrison  was  born  Sep- 
tember 20,  1863.  On  February  26,  1902,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Louesa  Jane  Upson, 
daughter  of  David  and  Ellen  Upson,  who  was 
born  April  3,  1870,  at  LeRoy,  Ohio,  her  par- 
ents being  natives  of  England.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them,  a  daughter  born  December 
12,  1902,  who  died  four  days  later,  and  a  son, 
George  Arthur,  born  October  14,  1906 ;  Cath- 
arine Ann,  born  December  22,  1869,  died  in 
childhood ;  and  John  Henry,  whose  sketch  is 
given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  father,  John 
Harrison,  was  a  strong  Democrat,  though  he 
did  not  care  for  public  office,  being  a  man  who 
greatly  loved  his  home.  A  great  reader,  he 
kept  himself  well  informed  on  all  topics  of  the 
time.  He  was  a  kind  friend  and  neighbor, 
earnest  and  sincere  in  his  opinions.  An  inci- 
dent of  his  childhood  which  he  used  to  men- 
tion, was  that  the  cradle  in  which  he  was 
rocked,  was  also  used  for  General  Jack  Case- 
ment, a  noted  general  of  the  Civil  war.  Their 
parents  came  across  the  ocean  at  the  same  time 
and  after  landing  in  Buffalo  both  families  lived 
in  the  same  house,  and  rocked  their  babies  in 
one  cradle. 

Thomas  Hull  Harrison,  since  acquiring  the 
homestead,  has  added  forty  acres  to  it,  making 
it  now  100  acres,  and  here  he  carries  on  general 
farming.  He  also  has  erected  a  barn,  seventy 
by  seventy-two  feet,  with  cement  floor.  He  is 
treasurer  and  director  of  the  telephone  com- 
pany. All  the  family  are  members  of  LeRoy 
Grange  No.  1608,  which  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, having  100  members. 


family  of  Manx  origin,  which  was  established 
in  the  Western  Reserve  near  Painesville  in  the 
year  183 1.  It  was  transplanted  from  the  Isle 
of  Man  in  the  person  of  Thomas  Harrison, 
who  was  born  in  that  section  of  England  on 
May  4,  1791  ;  married  Catherine  Corlett  in 
1817  and  came  with  his  family  to  Buffalo,  New 
York,  in  1827.  Their  son  John  was  born  in  that 
city  February  16,  1831,  and  in  the  same  year 
the  family  migrated  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  the 
Grand  river  above  Painesville.  In  1845  they 
located  on  the  farm  which  is  still  occupied  by 
Thomas  Harrison,  the  grandson  of  the  original 
owner.  The  homestead  has  therefore  been  a 
family  possession  for  nearly  eighty  years, 
Grandfather  Harrison  dying  there  October  12, 
1868.  John  Harrison,  the  father,  was  a  well- 
known  moulder  at  Canfield  and  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  also  the  Rust  and  Geauga  furnaces,  but 
in  1865  returned  to  the  old  homestead  to  care 
for  his  parents,  and  after  faithfully  fulfilling 
such  filial  duties  continued  to  operate  the  an- 
cestral place,  where  he  died  July  14,  1905.  In 
1853  he  had  married  Hannah  Hull,  a  New 
Jersey  woman,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Ann 
(Hildebrandt)  Hull,  and  their  sixth  and  last 
child  was  John  Henry. 

Mr.  Harrison  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the 
old  Harrison  homestead  in  Leroy  township  on 
June  20,  1874,  and  was  there  reared  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  He  has  spent  the  indus- 
trious, useful  life  of  the  faithful  agriculturist, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  eighty-five 
acres,  with  a  comfortable  residence  and  modern 
outbuildings.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  has 
never  been  troubled  with  ambitions  for  office 
or  public  advancement,  but  has  been  content  to 
conscientiously  perform  the  duties  of  a  good 
husband,  father  and  private  citizen.  On  No- 
vember 6,  1901,  Mr.  Harrison  was  married 
to  Miss  Dessie  Locke  Mariner,  daughter  of 
John  X.  and  Martha  (Hogg)  Mariner,  who 
was  born  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  October  26, 
1882.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  and  her  mother,  of  Streetsville, 
Canada.  The  three  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  H.  Harrison  are  as  follows :  Marie 
Ruth,  who  was  born  November  12,  1902,  and 
died  three  days  later ;  Elias  Newton,  born  on 
May  18,  1904 ;  and  Harold  Eugene,  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1906. 


John     Hexry     Harrisox,     a    well-known  David  D.  Smead. — The  present  chief  execu- 

farmer  residing  on  part  of  the  old  Lace  place     tive  of  the  municipal  government  of  the  thriv- 
in  LeRoy  township,  Lake  county,  is  of  a  stanch     ing  little  city  of  Madison,  Lake  county,  is  one 
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of  the  representative  business  men  of  this 
section  of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve, 
and  in  Madison  he  now  conducts  a  unique 
manufacturing  enterprise — that  of  manufac- 
turing all  kinds  of  willow  baskets  for  florists' 
use.  The  industry  is  of  comparatively  recent 
establishing,  but  the  products  of  the  factory 
find  a  ready  demand  wherever  introduced, 
thus  taxing  the  full  capacity  of  the  well 
ordered  institution  known  as  the  Basket  Craft. 
Mr.  Smead  being  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 

David  Dudley  Smead  was  born  in  Madison 
township.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  James  P.  and 
Ellen  H.  (Bailey)  Smead.  The  father.  James 
Porter  Smead,  was  born  at  Greenfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  which  state  he  was  reared  and 
educated,  having  been  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  his  parents.  James  and  Alcemina  Smead. 
removed  from  the  old  Bay  state  to  Ohio  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Madison  township, 
Lake  county,  where  his  father  secured  a  tract 
of  land  and  turned  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  James  Smead  later  removed 
from  his  farm  to  the  village  of  Madison,  and 
his  old  homestead  in  this  place  is  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  grandson,  David  D.,  the 
present  mayor  of  the  city.  James  Smead  was 
a  man  of  strong  individuality,  alert  mentality 
and  great  physical  strength.  As  to  the  last 
mentioned  characteristic  there  can  be  no  meas- 
ure of  doubt  when  we  revert  to  the  fact  that 
when  he  was  past  seventy  years  of  age  he  killed 
a  bull,  and  that  without  assistance.  He  and 
his  wife  continued  to  reside  in  Madison  until 
their  death,  and  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
this  county  about  the  year  1850.  Of  their  two 
sons.  James  P.  was  the  elder  and  the  younger, 
Samuel,  became  a  skilled  physician  and  sur- 
geon and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Madison  until  his  health  became 
so  impaired  as  to  necessitate  his  temporary 
retirement :  he  thereupon  received  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  deputy  United  States  mar- 
shal for  his  district,  and  later  he  removed  to 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  about  twenty 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  lie  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  in  Madison,  where  he 
lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1897,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  widow  still  resides 
mi  the  old  homestead.  Besides  the  two  sons 
there  were  three  daughters  in  the  family  of 
James  and  Alcemina  Smead.  namely:  Rachel 
became  the  wife  of  Albert  King,  who  was  for 
many  years  a  prosperous  merchant  in  Madison, 


where  he  died,  and  she  died  in  the  home  of  a 
daughter  in  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Ashbel  Bailey  and  they  reside  at  Ran- 
toul,  Illinois;  Hannah  never  married  and  she 
parsed  the  closing  years  of  her  life  in  the  home 
of  her  sister,  Sarah,  at  Rantoul,  Illinois. 

James  P.  Smead  devoted  his  entire  active 
career  to  the  great  basic  art  of  agriculture,  and 
he  continued  to  reside  upon  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead  of  his  father,  adjoining  the  village 
of  Madison,  until  his  death  in  1905,  at  the  age 
(if  seventy  years.  His  wife  passed  to  the  life 
eternal  in  the  preceding  year  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  He  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  influential  citizens  of 
Madison  township,  where  he  ever  commanded 
the  most  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectuality  and  well 
fortified  convictions,  and  his  influence  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  was  ever  of  the  most  benefi- 
cent order.  He  was  a  staunch  and  effective 
advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies  for 
which  the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor, 
and  while  laying,  no  claims  to  facility  as  a 
campaign  speaker,  he  was  twice  elected  to 
represent  Lake  county  in  the  state  legislature 
in  the  '80s.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  stock- 
holders of  the  Exchange  Bank,  in  Madison, 
and  was  vice-president  of  this  institution  at 
the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  Madison  Congregational  church, 
of  which  he  was  a  trustee  for  many  years.  His 
wife  also  was  a  devoted  member  of  this  church, 
and  active  in  the  various  departments  of  its 
work.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  and  of  the  number  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

James  Porter  Smead,  Jr.,  the  elder  son.  who 
is  a  bachelor  and  who  now  maintains  his  home 
in  Madison,  was  for  thirty  years  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  of  men's  furnishing  goods  at 
Atchison.  Kansas,  and  Omaha.  Nebraska. 
Catherine  Mills,  the  onlv  daughter  and  young- 
est child,  is  the  wife  of  "Milton  J.  Park.  M.  D.. 
a  representative  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Cleveland.  Her  first  husband,  William  Hen- 
dry,  M.  D.,  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Cleveland  until  his  death.  Ik- 
was  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  Grays,  a  lead- 
ing military  organization  of  the  Ohio  metrop- 
olis, and  was  killed  while  en  route  with  his 
command  to  take  part  in  the  inauguration  of 
President  Cleveland,  the  accident  which  caused 
his  death  having  been  a  train  wreck  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad. 

David   Dudlev    Smead.   whose   name   intro- 
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duces  this  sketch,  gained  his  preliminary  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Madison,  in  whose  high  school  he  was  grad- 
uated, after  which  he  was  matriculated  in  the 
old  Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hudson,  in 
which  he  was  a  student  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  of  the  institution  to  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, where  its  title  was  changed  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  University.  He  went  with  the 
other  students  to  Cleveland  and  continued  to 
attend  the  university  until  the  latter  part  of 
his  junior  year,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
withdraw,  in  1885,  on  account  of  impaired 
health.  For  the  following  two  years  he  was 
in  Duluth,  Minnesota,  and  he  then  went  to 
West  Superior,  Wisconsin,  which  was  at  the 
time  only  a  straggling  village,  in  which  the 
most  decorative  feature  was  the  pine  stumps 
found  all  about  the  town.  He  witnessed  the 
upbuilding  of  the  now  populous  and  attractive 
city,  and  was  identified  in  no  insignificant  way 
with  its  material  and  civil  upbuilding.  He 
was  there  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan  and 
fire  insurance  business  until  1898.  when  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Madison,  to 
care  for  his  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
He  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
lies  contiguous  to  the  city  on  the  east,  and  tfie 
operation  of  the  farm  receives  his  personal 
supervision.  In  August.  1908.  Mr.  Smead 
leased  the  old  woolen  mill  in  Madison  and  there 
established  a  manu factor}'  of  fancy  willow  bas- 
kets for  the  use  of  florists.  All  work  is  done 
by  hand,  and  at  the  present  time  about  twenty 
persons  are  employed  in  the  factory,  whose 
equipment  throughout  is  of  the  best.  The 
products  are  of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  of  origi- 
nal and  artistic  designs,  and  the  most  of  the 
baskets  are  finished  in  colors.  The  goods  are 
sold,  by  direct  representatives  of  the  factory, 
to  leading  department  stores  throughout  the 
Union  and  also  to  the  larger  florists.  The 
goods  have  been  introduced  in  many  of  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Union,  and  such  has  been 
their  reception  by  the  trade  that  the  future  of 
the  enterprise  is  promising  in  the  extreme. 

Mayor  Smead  is  most  progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited as  a  citizen  and  takes  a  loyal 
interest  in  all  that  tends  to  conserve  the  civic 
and  material  welfare  of  his  native  place.  In 
politics  he  is  aligned  as  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  1900  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  council,  of  which  position  he 
remained  incumbent  until  1904,  when  he  was 
elected  bv  the  council  to  the  office  of  mavor. 


to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Homer  Kim- 
ball, who  died.  He  has  since  been  twice 
re-elected,  by  popular  vote,  and  has  given  an 
admirable  administration  of  the  municipal 
affairs,  seeking  in  every  possible  way  to  pro- 
mote legitimate  public  improvements  and  to 
conserve  economy  in  all  departments  of  the 
city  government.  His  present  term  will  expire 
January  1,  1910.  He  is  affiliated  with  Lake 
Shore  Lodge,  Xo.  237,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  Madison,  and  with  the  Chapter  of 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Geneva,  Ashta- 
bula county.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
the  Delta  Kappa  Upsilon  college  fraternity. 

In  the  year  1890  Mr.  Smead  came  to  his 
native  place  from  West  Superior.  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  then  residing,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 17  of  that  year  he  was  united  in  marriage 
tn  Miss  Ella  Catherine  Teachout,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Madison,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Albert  P.  and  Emeline  (Burr) 
Teachout,  who  still  reside  in  this  place,  where 
her  father  is  a  millwright  by  vocation.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smead  have  three  children — David 
Dudley  Jr.,  Catherine  Burr  and  Helen  Bailey. 

John  C.  Vaughn,  a  representative  of  the 
business  interests  of  Mantua,  is  a  member  of 
a  family  that  came  to  this  country  from  Wales 
some  time  prior  to  the  year  of  1795.  His 
paiernal  grandfather,  Caleb  Vaughn,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island.  September  5,  of  that  year, 
and  later  in  life  moved  to  Vermont.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  King,  born  in  Massachusetts,  De- 
cember 18,  1799,  and  she  died  October  28, 
1881.  while  he  survived  until  August  3,  1890, 
and  died  at  Hiram,  Ohio.  The  old  home  which 
he  built  in  that  city  is  yet  standing  and  is  now 
the  property  of  Clarence  Dutton. 

Among  the  children  of  Caleb  and  Polly 
Vaughn,  was  John  Russell  Vaughn,  who  be- 
came the  father  of  John  C,  of  this  review. 
He  was  born  in  Shaftsburg,  Bennington 
county,  Vermont,  December  4,  1825,  and  in 
1857,  in  Hiram,  Ohio,  wedded  Sylvina  E.  Per- 
kins. She  was  born  January  13,  1826,  and  died 
June  9,  1900,  long  surviving  her  husband,  who 
had  passed  away  November  25.  1875.  These 
Ohio  pioneers  came  hither  from  Vermont 
about  the  year  1831.  and  landing  from  the 
boat  at  Cleveland  they  were  beset  on  every 
hand  to  purchase  property  from  the  residents 
there,  as  Cleveland  was  then  but  a  swamp, 
and  its  few  inhabitants  were  suffering  from 
malarial  fever.  About  thirty  houses  then  con- 
stituted the  city,  and  that  section  of  the  coun- 
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try  was  then  filled  with  hungry  wolves,  Mr. 
Vaughn  having  had  to  hurry  the  completion 
of  his  cabin  at  Hiram  to  protect  his  children 
from  the  animals. 

John  C.  Vaughn  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Hiram,  June  6,  1865,  and  moving  with  his 
parents  to  Mantua  in  1874,  he  embarked  in 
the  barber  business  here  in  1888.  On  Septem- 
ber 1,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Minnie  M.  English,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Cecil,  born  November  14,  1902,  in  Mantua. 
Mr.  Vaughn  is  an  independent  political  voter. 

Ruben  Oliver  Halstead,  of  Mantua,  in 
Portage  county,  was  born  in  Benton  township, 
Yates  county,  New  York,  June  23,  1835,  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Betsy  (Reynolds)  Hal- 
stead,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Holland 
and  were  married  in  the  state  of  New  York 
in  about  the  year  1825.  Edwin  T.  Hal- 
stead,  another  of  their  sons,  is  living  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  having  located  in  Ravenna 
in  i860. 

Moving  with  his  parents  from  New  York 
to  Michigan  in  1837,  Ruben  O.  Halstead  ob- 
tained his  education  there,  although  he  was 
a  lad  of  nine  years  before  he  entered  the 
school  room,  and  afterward  he  worked  on  the 
farm  during  the  summer  months,  and  attended 
school  in  the  winters,  he  having  had  to  furnish 
a  one-quarter  cord  of  wood  for  the  school, 
and  had  to  pay  for  his  tuition  besides.  He 
also  pursued  his  studies  some  after  coming 
to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1853.  He  located 
in  Mantua  arid  purchased  lot  38,  afterward 
becoming  the  owner  of  lot  37,  and  he  now 
owns  160  acres  of  land  besides  his  home  in 
Mantua. 

Mr.  Halstead  married  on  December  31, 
1857,  Maria  Frost,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Elvira  (Kellogg)  Frost.  The  father  was  born 
in  Blanford,  Massachusetts,  in  1798,  and  the 
mother  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Hud- 
son, in  the  Western  Reserve.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elvira  (Thompson) 
Frost.  Her  grandfather  John  Frost  served 
three  years  with  the  Second  Massachusetts 
regiment,  under  Major  General  Knox,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  received  his 
discharge  therefrom  on  December  13.  1783. 
Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Halstead:  Almira  May,  born  November 
30,  i860,  married  T.  R.  Trowbridge  in  No- 
vember, 1883 ;  John  Byron,  born  December 
16,  1862,  married  first  in  Mantua,  Edith  Grid- 
lev,  and  secondly  in  Cleveland  in  1903,  Han- 
nah Zebert;  Gertrude  Pearly,  born  November 


4,  1867,  married  in  Ravenna  on  May  30,  1886, 
William  A.  Denton;  Charles  Augustus,  born 
December  6,  1871,  died  September  14,  1902. 
Mr.  Halstead  was  made  a  Mason  in  Jan- 
uary, 1865,  in  Garrettsville,  Ohio,  and  is  now, 
1909,  a  charter  member  of  Mantua  Lodge, 
No.  533- 

Frank  A.  Cumings. — An  exponent  of  the 
great  basic  industry  of  agriculture  as  repre- 
sented in  modern  scientific  methods  and  acces- 
sories, Frank  A.  Cumings  is  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  123  acres  in  his  native 
township  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  retail  coal 
business  in  the  village  of  Madison,  where  he 
maintains  his  home,  as  his  fine  farm  lies  con- 
tiguous to  the  village. 

Mr.  Cumings  was  born  in  Madison  town- 
ship. Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  June  10,  1855, 
and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Rebecca  A.  (Sul- 
livan) Cumings.  Charles  Cumings  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was 
a  son  of  Benjamin  Cumings,  who  came  to 
Ohio,  when  Charles  was  a  boy,  first  settling 
at  Unionville,  Lake  county,  where  Charles  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead  fa-rm. 
He  himself  eventually  became  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Madison  township,  this 
county,  and  here  he  is  remembered  as  a  man 
of  ability  and  sterling  attributes  of  character. 
He  went  in  the  late  "thirties"  to  Monmouth, 
Illinois,  where  he  lived  about  twelve  years, 
then  returned  to  Madison,  where  he  died  in  the 
year  1900,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-six. 
He  had  married  a  Miss  Amsden,  by  whom  two 
children  were  born :  Henry  and  Lucy,  the 
mother  dying  when  very  young.  Charles  Cum- 
ings' second  wife  survived  him  by  three  years. 
Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  exemplified  their  faith 
in  their  daily  lives.  They  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  namely :  Henry  H.,  of  Tidi- 
oute,  Pennsylvania ;  Charles  E.,  of  Brady,  that 
state ;  Frank  A.,  of  this  sketch ;  Jane  R.,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Howard  Atkinson  and  resides 
in  East  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Homer  P.,  of  Paines- 
ville,  who  is  individually  mentioned  in  this 
work;  Emily  E..  of  Cleveland,  a  deaconess  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church ;  Mary  M.,_  a 
teacher  in  the  Painesville  high  school;  Nellie, 
the  wife  of  A.  N.  Benjamin,  of  Madison,  Lake 
county;  Kate  C  wife  of  Rev.  Orlando  Persh- 
ing, of  Ada,  Ohio,  and  E.  Roscoe,  professor 
of  geology  in  the  Indiana  State  University. 
Concerning  the  family  history  and  especially 
the  beautiful  old  homestead  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie,  further  data  are  given  in  the  sketch 
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of  the  career  of  Homer  P.  Cumings,  elsewhere 
in  this  publication. 

Frank  A.  Cumings  was  reared  to  maturity 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  which  was  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  after  duly  availing 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  district  school 
of  the  neighborhood  he  entered  the  Ohio 
State  Norma]  School,  at  Geneva,  where  he  was 
a  student  for  two  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  went  to  Armstrong  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  became  identified  with  the 
opening  and  operating  of  oil  wells.  Finally 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  this  line  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  continued  for  a  period  of 
fifteen  years,  meeting  with  excellent  success. 
In  1892.  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  noted, 
he  returned  to  his  native  township,  and  in  the 
village  of  Madison  became  associated  with  his 
brother-in-law,  A.  N.  Benjamin,  in  the  prod- 
uce business,  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  N. 
Benjamin  &  Co.  This  alliance  continued  for 
nine  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
partnership  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent. 
In  1901  Mr.  Cumings  established  himself  in 
the  coal  business,  and  his  well  equipped  store- 
houses and  office  are  located  near  the  tracks 
of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road, in  the  village  of  Madison.  He  has  built 
up  a  substantial  trade,  supplying  not  only  resi- 
dents of  the  village  and  immediate  vicinity,  but 
also  patrons  throughout  a  wide  section  of  ter- 
ritory topographically  tributary  to  this  place 
as  a  distributing  center.  His  farm  lies  con- 
tiguous to  the  village  and  comprises  123  acres 
of  most  arable  and  productive  land,  and  is  de- 
voted to  diversified  agriculture  and  stock- 
growing,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr. 
Cumings.  The  residence  is  commodious  and 
of  attractive  order,  and  all  other  buildings  and 
improvements  indicate  thrift  and  prosperity. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cumings  is  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which 
the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor,  and  he 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  touches  the 
welfare  of  his  home  village  and  native  county. 
He  has  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a 
member  of  the  village  council,  and  is  also  a 
valued  member  of  the  Madison  board  of  edu- 
cation. He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the   Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

In  the  year  1880  Mr.  Cumings  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Rood,  of  Madison 
township,  where  she  was  born  and  reared.  She 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1896,  and 
is  survived  by  two  children. — Walter,  who  has 
practical  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  Bessie, 


who  was  graduated  in  the  Wilson  Female  Col- 
lege, at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1909.  On  July  6,  1898, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Cumings 
to  Miss  Winifred  Rand,  who  likewise  was 
born  in  Madison  township,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Elmer  and  E.  H.  (Carr)  Rand. 
Mr.  Rand  has  passed  away  and  Mrs.  Rand 
lives  in  Madison.  No  children  have  been  born 
of  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Cumings. 

George  Byron  Watson,  during  many  years 
one  of  the  influential  residents  and  business 
men  of  Conneaut  and  its  vicinity,  was  born  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  August  10, 
1850,  a  son  of  Horace  and  Elvira  (Lovejoy) 
Watson.'  Horace  Watson  was  also  from  New 
York,  but  came  when  a  young  man  to  Ohio 
and  worked  at  farm  labor.  It  was  here  that 
he  met  his  future  wife,  but  after  their  mar- 
riage they  returned  to  New  York,  although  in 
1854  they  came  again  to  Ohio  and  settled  in 
Plymouth  township  of  Ashtabula  county,  five 
miles  south  of  the  city  of  that  name,  and  it 
was  there  that  their  son  George  grew  to  man- 
hood's estate.  Later  the  family  moved  to  the 
city  of  Ashtabula,  and  there  the  parents  both 
died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  They 
had  two  children,  Helen  and  George  B.,  but 
the  daughter  died  in  young  womanhood. 

George  B.  Watson  married  in  December, 
187 J,  Sarah  L.  Cheney,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
Jackson  and  Julia  E.  (Bushnell)  Cheney,  the 
father  from  Vermont  and  the  mother  from 
Hartland,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Bushnell  came 
with  a  sister,  Rosamond  P.,  and  an  uncle, 
Porter  Barnes,  to  Fowler,  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  and  she  taught  school  there  until  her 
marriage.  Rosamond  married  Alpheus  R. 
Waters,  and  died  at  Fowler  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years,  w^hile  the  husband  died  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  An- 
drew J.  Chenev,  from  Stafford,  Vermont, 
came  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man,  journeying 
westward  as  a  peddler  of  clocks  and  notions, 
and  on  reaching  Ohio  he  was  offered  a  school 
of  eighty  pupils  at  Amboy  in  Ashtabula 
county,  which  he  taught  for  some  time.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1837,  he  located 
at  Monroe  Center,  and  there  their  daughter 
Sarah  was  born,  March  26,  1846.  She 
was  the  second  born  of  their  five  children, 
as  follows:  Ellen  R.,  the  widow  of  Austin 
Tinker  and  a  resident  of  Conneaut;  Alice  J., 
widow  of  Cassius  Woodworth  and  also  living 
in   Conneaut;  F.    I.   Chenev,  of  Toledo;  and 
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Clarence  E.  Cheney,  on  the  old  homestead 
farm.  When  their  daughter  Sarah  was  five 
years  old  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney  located  at 
South  Ridge  in  Conneaut  township,  and  a  few 
years  later  located  on  a  farm  on  the  Center 
road,  one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Conneaut. 
where  Mrs.  Cheney  died  in  December,  1908, 
when  ninety-two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Cheney 
had  passed  away  in  1891,  when  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  He  had  been  often  seen  in  the 
district  and  national  juries,  and  was  widely 
known  among  the  lawyers  and  judges  of  his 
home  community.  He  possessed  a  wonderful 
memory,  and  was  often  called  upon  by  law- 
yers to  report  evidences.  He  was  a  stanch 
Democrat  in  political  matters,  always,  keeping 
himself  well  informed  on  public  history,  and 
he  was  perhaps  one  of  the  best  known  men 
of  his  time  in  Ashtabula  county. 

After  spending  about  eight  years  on  their 
farm  in  Plymouth  township,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Watson  moved  to  Toledo,  and  later  bought  a 
farm  adjoining  that  of  her  father.  There  they 
lived  for  twenty-five  years,  or  until  taking  up 
their  abode  in  Conneaut  eight  years  ago.  Just 
previously  they  had  enjoyed  an  extensive 
western  trip,  visiting  California  and  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  and  returning  purchased  the  pleas- 
ant home  in  Conneaut,  where  Mr.  Watson  died 
suddenly,  November  27,  1902,  leaving  his 
widow  and  four  children :  Frank  Cheney. 
Watson,  manager  of  the  Conneaut  Creamery ; 
Gertrude  Julia,  the  wife  of  Albert  Traver, 
of  Enid,  Oklahoma;  Mott  Watson,  also  con- 
nected with  the  Conneaut  Creamery;  and 
Hazel  E.,  a  resident  of  Conneaut. 

William  F.  Wolcott. — A  man  of  recog- 
nized ability  and  integrity,  William  F.  Wol- 
cott, ex-mayor  and  ex-postmaster,  of  La 
Grange,  Lorain  county,  has  ever  taken  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  local  affairs,  and  has  filled 
the  several  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility 
to  which  he  has  been  called  in  a  manner  re- 
flecting the  highest  credit  upon  himself  and 
his  constituents.  A  son  of  Alfred  Wolcott, 
he  was  born,  January  15,  1835,  in  Tompkins 
county.  New  York,  coming  from  honored 
New  England  ancestry. 

Mr.  Wolcott's  paternal  grandfather.  Col. 
Permenio  Wolcott.  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Fulkison,  were  both 
born  and  reared  in  Connecticut.  During  the 
Wrar  of  18 1 2.  he  enlisted  in  a  Connecticut 
regiment,  of  which  he  was  given  command, 
receiving  a  colonel's  commission,  and  served 


until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Subsequently 
removing  to  New  York,  he  resided  there  until 
1840,  when  he  migrated  to  Michigan,  making 
the  journey  overland,  with  a  three-horse  team. 
He  bought  land  in  both  Washtenaw  and  Barry 
counties,  and  for  many  years  was  busily  em- 
ployed in  cutting  off  the  timber  and  cultivating 
the  land,  his  home  in  the  meantime  being  in 
Washtenaw  county.  Subsequently  returning 
to  New  York,  he  resided  with  his  son  Alfred 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Alfred  Wolcott  was  born  in  Tompkins 
county,  New  York,  and  was  there  brought  up 
and  educated.  Beginning  life  for  himself,  he 
there  carried  on  general  farming  until  1840, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Erie 
county.  New  York,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  conducted  a  hotel,  being  very  popular 
as  a  landlord.  He  afterwards  bought  land  in 
that  county,  and  for  a  few  years  was  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil.  Disposing  then  of  his  farm, 
he  bought  a  hotel  at  Cattaraugus  county,  New 
York,  and  the  ensuing  ten  years  was  employed 
in  its  management.  He  subsequently  came, 
at  the  solicitation  of  his  son  William,  to  Ohio, 
and  lived  in  La  Grange,  and  in  Michigan, 
until  his  death.  He  married  Mary  Henrietta 
Ledoyt,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  which 
was  likewise  the  birthplace  of  her  parents, 
James  and  Mary  Ledoyt.  Mr.  Ledoyt  came 
with  his  family  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  set- 
tling in  Lorain  county,  very  near  the  home  of 
Mr.  Heman  Ely,  in  whose  honor  Elyria  re- 
ceived its  name,  and  having  taken  up  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  cleared  and  improved  a  good 
homestead. 

Reared  on  the  farm,  William  F.  Wolcott 
received  such  educational  advantages  as  were 
afforded  by  the  district  school.  Coming  to 
Lorain  county  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
he  located  in  La  Grange,  where  he  worked  as  a 
wage  earner  a  number  of  years.  After  taking 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  a  married 
man,  he  was  here  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits about  two  years.  Going  then  to  Mich- 
igan, he  remained  there  a  few  months,  but  not 
liking  the  country  well  enough  to  remain,  re- 
turned, in  i860,  to  La  Grange,  and  for  a  short 
time  was  employed  in  a  saw  mill.  On  August 
25.  1864.  Mr.  Wolcott  enlisted  in  Battery  E, 
First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  and  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Andrew  Thomas  was  in 
active  service  in  Tennessee  until  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge,  July  10,  1865. 

Returning  to  La  Grange,  Mr.  Wolcott  pur- 
chased a  hotel,  which  he  conducted  ten  vears, 
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when  he  sold  out,  and  the  following  five  years 
was  employed  as  a  traveling  salesman,  after 
which  he  embarked  in  the  lightning  rod  busi- 
ness. A  year  later  he  resumed  the  mason's 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  when  young,  and 
continued  busily  employed  until  1898,  when 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  La  Grange 
an  office  which  he  filled  satisfactorily  to  all 
concerned  until  September  1,  1909,  when  he 
was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Mr.  Wolcott  has  been  very  prominent  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  for  twelve  years 
having  been  mayor  of  the  city,  and  having 
served  as  councilman  many  terms,  and  as  con- 
stable. He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
affiliations,  and  ever  loyal  to  the  interests  of 
his  party.  Since  1888  he  has  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  La 
Grange  Camp,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and 
religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  has  been  trustee 
since   1894. 

On  February  22,  1857,  Mr.  Wolcott  married 
Malissa  Hastings,  who  was  born  in  La  Grange, 
Ohio,  December  19,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Cary 
and  Mary  Ann  (Spoor)  Hastings,  natives  of 
New  York  state.  She  passed  to  the  life  be- 
yond April  15,  1905,  leaving  one  child,  Lewis 
F..  of  La  Grange.  Mary  Edith,  the  youngest 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolcott,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 13.  1869,  and  died  January  26,  1878. 

Edwin  Clark  Branson,  prominent  among 
the  business  men  of  Wellington,  was  born  in 
Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  March  5,  1857,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  Toledo,  Ohio.  His  parents,  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Pierce)  Branson,  were  born  respect- 
ively in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
Dover,  Delaware,  and  they  were  married  in 
the  latter  state,  where  Joseph  Branson  worked 
at  his  trade  of  carpentering.  They  spent  about 
five  years  in  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  from  there 
moved  to  Toledo,  where  Joseph  Branson  was 
a  carpenter  and  builder  for  eleven  years,  and 
from  Toledo  he  moved  to  the  city  of  Defiance 
and  worked  at  his  trade  there.  In  1882  he 
and  his  wife  went  to  Kansas  and  made  their 
home  with  their  children  there  until  their 
deaths,  the  father  dying  in  December,  1898, 
in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  and  the  mother  in 
September,  1898,  in  her  eighty-second  year. 
They  were  born  respectively  in  the  years  of 
1812  and  1816.  Five  sons  and  five  daughters 
were  born  to  them,  but  only  the  following  are 
living:     Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Leo 


Bullen  and  is  living  in  Concordia,  Kansas: 
John  and  Thomas,  who  live  in  Belleville,  that 
state ;  Edwin  C. :  and  Ida,  the  widow  of  Ira 
Weaver,  and  also  a  resident  of  Belleville, 
Kansas. 

Edwin  C.  Branson  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
began  learning  the  trade  of  his  father,  and 
worked  at  carpentering  for  nine  years  in  De- 
fiance, Ohio.  At  the  close  of  that  period  he 
accepted  the  superintendence-  of  the  wood- 
bending  works  at  that  city,  and  then,  going 
to  Saginaw,  Michigan,  worked  there  for  three 
years  as  superintendent  of  the  same  bending 
works,  which  had  been  moved  to  East  Sag- 
inaw, Michigan.  On  the  5th  of  July,  1884,  he 
arrived  in  Wellington,  and  engaging  in  the 
bending  business  with  G.  H.  Palmer,  the  firm 
being  G.  H.  Palmer  &  Co.  (known  as  Welling- 
ton Bending  Works),  and  this  was  continued 
to  the  spring  of  1903,  when  it  was  formed  into 
a  stock  company  called  the  Pioneer  Pole  and 
Shaft  Company,  their  headquarters  being  at 
Piqua,  Ohio.  Since  the  organization  of  this 
firm  in  the  early  '80s  their  business  has  in- 
creased until  now  they  maintain  thirteen  fac- 
tories, one  in  Canada,  one  in  Tennessee,  one 
in  Missouri,  two  in  Indiana  and  the  remainder 
in  Ohio,  and  the  corporation  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  doing  business  in  this  section  of  the 
commonwealth.  In  1904  Mr.  Branson  organ- 
ized the  Wellington  Cold  Storage  Company, 
and  has  since  been  the  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  corporation,  Mr.  O.  P. 
Chapman  being  its  president  and  E.  A.  Van 
Cleef  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Wel- 
lington Cold  Storage  Company  does  a  general 
cold  storage  business,  and  this  is  another  of 
the  important  business  corporations  of  south- 
ern Lorain  county.  Mr.  Branson  has  served 
Wellington  many  terms  as  a  member  of  its 
council,  was  one  term  its  mayor,  in  1906  and 
1907,  and  in  the  fall  of  1908'  was  elected  the 
treasurer  of  Lorain  county  for  a  term  of  two 
years.  He  is  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  at  Wellington,  and  was  for  years  di- 
rector in  the  Home  Savings  Bank  of  Welling- 
ton. He  is  prominent  in  the  public  as  well  as 
the  business  circles  of  the  city  and  county.  Mr. 
Branson  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  started 
in  life  empty-handed  and  with  a  common 
school  education,  and  is  now  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  Lorain  county.  His  motto  and 
creed  is  the  Golden  Rule. 

On  September  19,  1883,  he  was  married  to 
Caroline  Roedel,  from  the  city  of  Defiance,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Marie  (Franks)  Roedel. 
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the  father  from  Alsace  and  the  mother  from 
Berlin,  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  and  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  in  their  early 
lives,  and  after  their  marriage  located  on  a 
farm  there.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Branson  are:  John,  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming;  Allan,  in 
business  in  Wellington  ;  and  Edna,  Carl  and 
Frank,  in  the  parental  home.  Mr.  Branson  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  Wellington 
Lodge  No.  127,  Wellington  Chapter  No.  89, 
and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  of  the  Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

Charles  P.  Grant  ie  numbered  among  the 
agricultural  residents  of  Conneaut  township, 
and  he  was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  now 
resides  May  9,  1854.  The  history  of  his  family 
is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Henry  Grant  else- 
where in  this  work.  After  a  good  educational 
training  in  the  schools  of  Conneaut,  Kings- 
ville  and  Austinburg,  Mr.  Grant  prepared  for 
a  business  life  in  the  Eastman's  Business  Col- 
lege at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  but  owing 
to  the  death  of  his  brother  Sidney  about  this 
time,  he  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his 
mother  instead  of  going  into  business  as  pre- 
viously planned.  The  homestead  farm  con- 
tains about  fifty-three  acres,  and  Mr.  Grant  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  there. 

He  married,  in  1876,  Elva  Hiler,  who  bore 
him  two  children,  Frederick  G.  and  Bessie  M. 
The  son  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  is  a  captain  in  the  Salvation 
Army.  The  daughter  has  taught  in  the  schools 
of  North  Conneaut  during  the  past  five  years. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  Mrs.  Elva  Grant  died  on  October  21, 
1893,  and  on  September  14,  1899,  Mr-  Grant 
married  Hattie  Isadore  Chilson,  who  was  born 
in  Fairview,  Pennsylvania,  May  29,  1857. 
There  are  no  children  of  this  union.  Mrs. 
Grant  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle.  Mr.  Grant 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Police. 

Phineas  Merrell,  one  of  the  venerable  and 
honored  citizens  of  Painesville,  where  he  is 
now  enjoying  that  generous  and  grateful 
retirement  and  comfort  which  are  the  due 
reward  for  years  of  consecutive  and  productive 
industry,  is  a  native  of  Lake  county  and  a 
member  of  one  of  its  well  known  pioneer 
families,  of  which  he  is  here  a  representative  in 
the  third  generation. 

Mr.  Merrell  was  born  in  Concord  township, 


Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  December  5,  1842.  and 
is  a  son  of  Corell  and  Lura  (Baker)  Merrell. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where 
he  was  born  in  the  year  1S10,  and  thus  he  was 
a  lad  of  seven  years  when,  in  1817,  his  parents, 
Phineas  and  Lucy  Merrell,  came  from  the  old 
Nutmeg  state  to  Ohio,  making  Lake  county 
their  destination.  Phineas  Merrell,  Sr.,  and 
his  brother  Erastus  purchased  wild  laud  in 
Concord  township  and  paid  for  the  same  at  the 
rate  of  two  and  one-half  dollars  an  acre — 
twenty  shillings,  as  the  common  expression 
was  at  that  time.  They  both  instituted  the 
reclamation  of  their  farms,  which  lay  adjoin- 
ing, about  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
Painesville,  which  was  then  a  little  hamlet  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest.  Phineas,  Sr.,  died 
when  a  young  man  and  his  widow  subsequently 
became  the  wife  of  William  Lee,  with  whom 
she  lived  on  the  farm  mentioned  until  his  death, 
when  she  removed  to  Painesville,  where  she 
passed  the  residue  of  her  life,  which  was  pro- 
longed to  more  than  ninety  years.  Phineas 
and  Lucy  Merrell  had  two  sons — Corell  and 
Lucy — and  the  latter  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  the  same  was  purchased  by  his 
brother,  when  he  removed  to  Munson,  Geauga 
county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  finally  removed  to  Lan- 
sing, the  .capital  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  and 
there  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life. 

Corell  Merrell  was  reared  to  maturity  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  rendered  his  due  quota 
of  aid  in  its  development,  while  in  the  mean- 
time he  availed  himself  of  such  advantages 
as  were  afforded  in  the  pioneer  schools.  As  a 
young  man  he  became  associated  with  Truman 
Rust  in  the  ownership  and  operation  of  the 
Concord  furnace,  one  of  the  early  manufactur- 
ing institutions  of  the  county.  In  the  same 
were  manufactured  stoves  and  plows,  besides 
various  other  products.  He  finally  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home- 
stead, located  on  the  Center  road,  leading  to 
Chardon,  Geauga  county,  and  also  the  adjoin- 
ing farm  of  his  uncle,  Erastus  Merrell,  of 
which  mention  has  already  been  made.  This 
gave  to  him  a  fine  landed  estate  of  264  acres, 
and  he  made  excellent  improvements  as  the 
years  passed,  developing  the  homestead  into 
one  of  the  best  farms  of  this  favored  section  of 
the  old  Buckeye  state.  He  there  continued  to 
maintain  his  home  until  his  death,  in  1897,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

At  the  age  of  thirty  years,  Corell  Merrell 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lura  Baker, 
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who  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age.  She 
was  born  in  Concord  township,  in  the  year 
1818,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Hosea  and  Betsey 
(  Winchell)  Baker,  who  were  numbered  among 
the  very  early  settlers  of  that  township,  where 
the  father  died  when  nearly  seventy  years  of 
age  and  the  mother  when  past  the  age  of  three 
score  and  ten  years.  The  Baker  homestead 
was  at  Concord  Center.  Lura  (Baker)  Mer- 
rell  died  in  1882,  about  fifteen  years_  prior  to 
the  death  of  her  husband,  and  was  sixty-four 
years  of  age  when  summoned  to  the  life 
"eternal.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  Phineas,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  review ;  Arthur  is  a 
representative  farmer  of  Concord  township; 
Corell  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in 
the  cky  of  Cleveland,  and  Antoinette  is  the 
wife  of  Gillard  S.  Hodges,  of  Painesville. 

Phineas  Merrell,  to  whom  this  sketch  is 
dedicated,  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
old  homestead,  and  his  educational  discipline  in 
his  youth  was  gained  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality  and  period.  He  was  identified 
with  the  work  and  management  of  the  home 
farm  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  and  had 
the  sole  supervision  of  the  same  after  his  father 
had  retired,  owing  to  advancing  years,  with 
attendant  infirmities.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
period  noted  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  home- 
stead, no  portion  of  which  is  now  owned  by 
members  of  the  family,  and  he  then,  in  1897, 
removed  to  Painesville.  He  purchased  an 
attractive  home  and  about  seven  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  on 
the  south,  and  here  he  has  since  lived  virtually 
retired,  save  from  the  attention  that  he  has 
given  to  the  raising,  of  fruits  and  garden  truck, 
for  which  he  has  found  a  ready  market,  and 
in  connection  with  which  work  he  has  found 
much  of  satisfaction.  For  the  last  ten  years 
of  his  residence  on  the  farm  here  he  conducted 
a  successful  dairy  business,  maintaining  an 
average  herd  of  twenty  milch  cows  and  sup- 
plying  milk  and  cream  to  the  citizens  of 
Painesville.  where  he  had  a  representative 
patronage. 

Though  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
allegiance,  Mr.  Merrell  has  been  devoted  to  his 
family  and  his  farming  industry  in  past  years, 
so  that  he  had  no  desire  for  public  office  of  any 
description.  He  was  an  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party  until  the  nomination  of 
Cleveland  as  the  presidential  candidate  of  the 
Democratic  party,  when  he  transferred  his  sup- 


port to  the  latter,  whose  policies  as  since  de- 
fined have  most  nearly  met  the  approval  of  his 
judgment. 

In  1864  Mr.  Merrell  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Harriet  Fitch,  and  both  were  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time.  She  was  born  in 
Mentor  township,  Lake  county,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Norman  M.  and  Chloe  Ann  (Moore) 
Fitch,  who  were  pioneers  of  that  section  of  the 
county,  whither  they  came  from  Connecticut 
and  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrell  have  one  son. 
Frederick  C.  who  is  a  city  mail  carrier  in 
Painesville.  He  married  Miss  Edith  Scoville 
and  they  have  no  children. 

Cheney  J.  Moore  was  born  at  his  present 
home  in  Mantua  Center  on  April  11,  1839,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  families  to 
seek  a  home  in  this  part  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. In  his  early  boyhood  he  attended  the 
district  school  nearest  his  home,  was  then  in 
school  at  Kent  for  one  winter,  and  completed 
his  educational  training  in  the  Hiram  Eclectic 
Institute,  of  which  James  A.  Garfield  was  then 
the  president.  Leaving  that  institution  of 
learning  in  1859  he  returned  to  the  farm,  and 
here  he  has  since  lived  and  labored. 

Jason  Moore,  the  father  of  Cheney  J.,  was 
born  in  Southwick,  Massachusetts,  August  31, 
1798,  and  was  one  of  the  old-time  physicians 
of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  one  of 
the  seven  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Eunice 
Root  (Gillett)  Moore.  Samuel  Moore  was 
born  in  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  May  24,  1764, 
and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Moore,  who  lived  in 
Grandby,  that  state.  Samuel  and  Eunice 
Moore  and  their  seven  children  drove  through 
to  Mantua  in  1806  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen 
and  a  span  of  horses,  and  they  brought  with 
them  a  cow.  Six  weeks  were  consumed  in 
this  journey,  the  family  in  the  meantime  sleep- 
ing in  their  wagon,  and  en  route  they  passed 
through  Warren  when  it  contained  but  one 
house"  This  section  of  the  country  was  then 
a  dense  wilderness,  infested  with  hungry- 
wolves  and  other  wild  animals,  and  only  a 
few  houses  here  and  there  marked  its  progress 
toward  civilization.  Perley  Moore,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  this  family,  is  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  the  early  history  of  this  community 
as  furnishing  the  pillow  of  feathers  with  which 
Joseph  Smith  was  tarred  and  feathered  in  this 
state.  Samuel  Moore  died  on  November  3, 
1S16.  and  was  laid  to  rest  with  others  of  the 
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earlj  and  honored  pioneers  of  Portage  county, 
while  on  October  10,  1850,  his  wife  Eunice 
followed  him  to  the  grave. 

Jason  Moore,  one  of  the  seven  children 
mentioned  above,  was  a  boy  of  eight  at  the 
time  of  the  westward  emigration  of  his  parents 
in  1806,  and  he  was  prominently  identified 
with  much  of  the  early  history  of  Portage 
county  and  the  Western  Reserve.  He  helped 
to  bury  the  first  white  person  who  died  in  this 
section.  Studying  medicine  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Deo  \\  olf,  of  Ravenna,  he  became  a  com- 
petent and  successful  physician  and  practiced 
in  his  own  town  and  surrounding  country  for 
fifty  years  and  more.  He  married  on  Novem- 
ber 20,  1833,  Christiana  Inge.ll,  who  wras  born 
in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  March  27,  1808, 
and  both  are  now  deceased,  the  husband  dying 
on  March  23,  1887,  and  the  wife  on  February 

18,    IQOI. 

Cheney  J.  Moore  married  on  November  20, 
1862,  in  Mantua,  Adelucia  B.  Ferguson.  Her 
father,  Alva  Ferguson,  was  born  in  Blanford, 
Massachusetts,  and  married  for  his  first  wife 
Amanda  Doolittle,  and  for  his  second,  Betsy 
Hawkins,  she  being  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Moore. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  John  Ferguson,  died 
in  1814  from  wounds  received  in  the  war  of 
1 81 2.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  John  Haw- 
kins, born  in  Connecticut,  April  20,  1775,  mar- 
ried Acenath  Pease,  and  they  came  from  En- 
field, Connecticut,  to  Mantua,  Ohio,  many 
years  before  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Moore.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Cheney  J.  and  Ade- 
lucia Moore.  Henry  L..  the  eldest,  was  born 
October  9,  1863,  on  the  old  Moore  farm  in 
Portage  county,  and  on  July  5,  1905,  he  mar- 
ried Addie  Gardener.  Frank  C.  Moore,  born 
October  27,  1866,  married  on  June  1,  1898, 
at  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  Carrie  L.  Dean,  and 
their  two  children  are  Bernard  L.,  born  May 
9,  1899,  a"d  Treva  E..  born  July  20,  1903. 
Amaret  A.  Moore,  born  January  19,  1875,  mar- 
ried William  N.  Herbert  on  February  14, 
1900,  and  their  three  children  are:  John 
Cheney,  born  December  5.  1900;  Maud  Ama- 
ret. April  18,  1904;  and  Roger  William,  March 
6.  1907.  Mr.  Moore  politically  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he  has 
since  taken  up  the  cause  of  Prohibition.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

Charles  Lamson. — Among  the  industrious, 
enterprising  and  persevering  men  of  Ashtabula 
county  that  have  chosen  agriculture  as  their 
life  occupation,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  their 


independent  calling  have  met  with  a  substan- 
tial reward,  is  Charles  Lamson,  of  Pierpont 
township.  He  was  born  December  10,  1849. 
in  Fowler,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  a  son  of 
Willis  Lamson.  He  comes  of  pioneer  ancestry, 
being  a  grandson  of  Benjamin  and  Theda 
Lamson,  who  migrated  to  the  Western  Reserve 
from  New  York  state  to  Ohio  in  1822,  locating 
in  Trumbull  county  when  the  country  round- 
about was  in  its  virgin  wildness. 

Benjamin  Lamson  made  an  overland  journey 
from  New  York  to  his  new  home  on  the  fron- 
tier, coming  from  Buffalo  up  the  Lake  beach 
with  an  ox  team,  a  horse  being  hitched  ahead 
of  his  oxen.  He  bought  an  extensive  tract  of 
wild  land  from  the  Connecticut  Land  Com- 
pany, and  from  the  dense  forest  improved  a 
large  farm.  He  was  noted  as  a  hunter  and  a 
fisher,  being  expert  with  both  the  gun  and  the 
rod.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years, 
in  Fowler,  Ohio,  having  lived  a  widower  about 
three  years.  He  and  his  wife  reared  three 
children,  namely :  Willis,  father  of  Charles ; 
Milo.  a  farmer  in  Trumbull  county,  married 
Martha  Cook,  of  Fowler ;  and  Milton,  also  a 
farmer  in  the  same  county,  married,  and  reared 
two  children. 

Willis  Lamson  was  born  March  15,  181 3.  in 
Onondaga  county.  New  York,  and  as  a  boy 
of  nine  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Trumbull  county.  He  began  preach- 
ing in  the  circuit  of  Trumbull  county,  for  the 
denomination  of  the  United  Brethren,  and  con- 
tinued his  religious  labors  until  eighty  years 
of  age,  laboring  with  zeal  and  fervor.  In  1850 
he  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  remained  there 
until  1890,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio,  settling 
on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Pierpont  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  August, 
1906.  He  was  a  very  strong  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  heartily  opposed  to  secret 
societies  of  all  kinds.  He  married  Nancy  F. 
Greenwood,  of  Trumbull  county,  and  she  died 
in  Pennsylvania,  about  1866.  Ten  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  as  follows :  Sarah, 
wife  of  Daniel  Dain,  of  Beaver,  Pennsylvania, 
has  eight  children  ;  Wade,  who  died  in  1898, 
married  first  Achsa  Allen,  and  married  second 
Delia  Ross,  having  by  each  marriage  two  chil- 
dren :  Penelapa.  who  married  Francis  Hewitt, 
died,  in  TO04.  in  Pennsylvania,  leaving,  ten 
children ;  Mary,  who  died  in  October.  1008. 
married  first  Jerome  Brooks,  by  whom  she  had 
four  children,  and  married  second  Robert 
Martin,  bv  whom  she  had  one  child;  Theeda, 
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wife  of  Edson  Norton,  of  Pierpont,  <  *hio,  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  child,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years;  Harriet,  wife  of  Luther 
Norton,  of  Trumbull  county,  a  brother  of 
Edson  Norton,  has  three  children;  Jerome,  liv- 
ing in  Trumbull  county,  married  l'hebe  Stil- 
-"it,  and  they  have  five  children  ;  Viola,  wife  of 
Daniel  Hazeltine,  of  Conneaut,  has  four  chil- 
dren ;  Eveline,  residing  in  Oklahoma,  married 
first  Charles  Little,  by  whom  she  had  five  chil- 
dren, and  married  second  B.  F.  Allen;  and 
Charles,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
is  the  fifth  child  in  succession  of  birth. 

Charles  Lamson  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  school,  and  began  his  active 
career  as  teamster  for  the  proprietor  of  a  saw- 
mill. After  his  marriage  he  lived  for  three 
years  in  Vienna,  Trumbull  county,  then  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  Pierpont  township,  Ash- 
tabula county,  buying  at  first  but  fifty-six  acres 
of  his  present  estate.  He  has  since  added  to  it 
by  purchase,  owning  now  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found 
in  this  section  of  the  Reserve,  and  on  it  has 
made  the  greater  part  of  the  valuable  improve- 
ments, having  been  very  fortunate  in  his 
operations. 

Mr.  Lamson  married.  December  30,  1871. 
Rosaline  Norton,  of  Vienna,  who  was  born 
December  25.  1853,  a  daughter  of  Merritt  and 
Diadama  ( Cratchly )  Norton.  Six  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamson, 
namely:  Cora,  born  January  13.  1873.  living  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  married  George  Hill,  of 
Richmond,  Ohio ;  Lettie  lived  but  fifteen 
years ;  Archie,  born  March  24,  1877,  owning 
the  greater  share  of  a  large  mill  in  Pierpont, 
married  Jennie  Turner,  and  they  have  three* 
children,  Lloyd,  Lois,  and  Clara ;  Merritt.  born 
August  7,  1880,  an  employe  in  his  brother's 
mill,  married  .Maud  Byrnes  of  Pierpont,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Willis:  Ruby,  born  March 
15.  1884,  married  first  Charley  Smith,  of 
Pierpont,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  and 
married  second  Virgil  Case,  and  they  have  one 
child:  and  Elta,  bom  September  21,  1887,  is 
the  wife  of  Edna  Turner,  a  Pierpont  farmer. 
and  has  "iic  child.  Politically  Mr.  Lamson  is 
a  standi  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  tin-  Congregational  church,  and 
belong  to  the  local  Grange. 

.  James  Fulton  Scovtlle  was  bom  in  Derby, 
Connecticut,  November  13.  1843.  He  obtained 
his  educational  training  in  the  grammar  school 


at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  shortly 
after  his  graduation  therefrom  in  the  spring 
of  1862  he  enlisted  for  the  Civil  war  with  the 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  volunteers  and  later 
with  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  volunteers. 
During  his  military  career  of  two  years  he 
took  part  in  the  hard  fought  battles  of  Gettys- 
burg, Walnut  Creek  and  others,  and  on  leav- 
ing the  army  came  directly  to  the  Western 
Reserve  of  Ohio  in  1865  and  secured  work  on 
the  farm  of  G.  H.  Kent.  But  during  the  past 
thirty  years,  or  covering  the  period  of  his 
residence  in  Mantua,  he  has  worked  as  a  brick 
and  stone  mason. 

Mr.  Scoville  is  a  son  of  Leveritt  and  Betsy 
(  Durand)  Scoville,  and  was  one  of  their  five 
children.  Their  home  was  at  Derby  in  New 
Haven  county,  Connecticut.  He  married  on 
December  22,  1870,  in  Mantua,  Lucy  Eliza 
Root,  who  was  born  August  21,  1848,  on  the 
old  Root  farm  in  Mantua,  and  she  attended 
the  district  schools  and  the  Hiram  Institute, 
having  been  a  pupil  of  that  institution  the  first 
year  after  it  became  a  college,  a  Mr.  Thomp- 
son being  president  of  the  institute  and  Gar- 
field the  president  of  the  college.  Her  father, 
Henry  Root,  was  born  in  Aurora,  Ohio,  July 
7,  1825,  and  on  September  29,  1847,  in  Bain- 
iDridge,  Geauga  county,  this  state,  he  married 
Ann  Eliza  Kent,  a  daughter  of  Gamaliel  and 
Eliza  (Granger)  Kent,  from  Suffield,  Connect- 
icut. Jeremiah  Root,  Jr.,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Scoville.  was  born  November 
tj  T795>  m  Massachusetts,  and  coming  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  he  married  on  Jan- 
uary 28,  1825,  Huldah,  a  daughter  of  Ebe- 
nezer  and  Mary  Horner.  They  began  their 
married  life  in  a  little  log  cabin  in  the  south- 
western part  of  Mantua  township,  located  on 
land  which  Ebenezer  Horner  drew  from  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company  and  sold  to  Jere- 
miah Root  in  1807,  and  which  afterward  be- 
came known  as  the  old  Root  farm. 

This  Jeremiah  Root,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Scoville,  was  a  son  of  another  Jeremiah, 
who  was  born  July  7.  1765,  and  came  with  his 
family  to  Ohio  in  1806  and  located  near 
Aurora  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township. 
His  father  also  bore  the  name  of  Jeremiah 
Root,  and  was  a  descendant  of  Gideon  Jere- 
miah, who  married  Lucretia  Page,  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Abigail  (Barnes)  Page.  This 
last  Jeremiah  Root  was  a  son  of  Gideon  Root 
and  his  wife  Huldah,  a  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Sarah  (Lamphear)  Nelson,  and  Gideon 
was  a  son  of  John  Root.  Jr.,  who  married 
Anna,    a    daughter    of   William    and    Martha 
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(Morley)  Loomis.  John,  Jr.,  was  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Page,  the  latter  a  daughter 
of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Dumbleton)  Leonard, 
while  John,  Sr.,  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Root. 
Two  sons  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scoville,  Xeal  Xelson,  on  September  29,  1872, 
and  Clarence  Joy,  on  December  23,  1874.  Both 
attended  the  schools  of  Mantua  and  Hiram, 
and  the  elder  son  is  connected  with  the  Erie 
Railroad.  He  married  in  Cleveland,  Myra 
King.  Clarence  has  taken  up  farming,  and 
on  September  8,  1901,  in  Mantua,  he  married 
Retta  Jean  Bissell,  and  they  have  a  daughter 
aged  four  years. 

George  A.  Bates. — As  one  of  the  able  and 
popular  officials  of  Lake  county,  Mr.  Bates, 
the  efficient  county  recorder  of  deeds,  is  well 
entitled  to  consideration  in  this  publication, 
which  takes  cognizance  of  the  generic  and 
biographical  history  of  the  various  counties 
constituting  the  original  Western  Reserve. 

George  A.  Bates  was  born  in  Dryden  town- 
ship. Tompkins  county.  New  York,  on  No- 
vember 29,  i860,  and  is  a  son  of  Nelson  L. 
and  Mary  (Murphy)  Bates,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  vocation 
and  one  who  went  forth  in  defense  of  the 
Union  in  the  Civil  war.  in  which  he  was  a 
member  of  a  regiment  of  New  York  volunteer 
infantry.  He  died  in  1906.  In  1865  George 
A.  Bates  came  with  his  mother  to  Ohio,  and 
located  in  Geauga  county,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Painesville  in  1873.  His  mother 
later  became  the  wife  of  Judson  W.  Haley, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Burton,  Geauga  countv, 
Ohio. 

The  early  educational  training  of  George  A. 
Bates  was  secured  in  the  public  schools  of 
Geauga  county.  Upon  the  day  which  marked 
his  twentieth  birthday  anniversary,  Mr.  Bates 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of 
Geauga  countv,  and  he  followed  the  pedagogic 
profession  for  three  years,  with  marked  suc- 
cess. 'He  then  returned  to  Painesville,  where 
he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  the  well 
known  firm  of  Burrows  &  Bosworth.  He 
came  soon  to  a  full  realization  of  how  slow 
and  uncertain  could  be  advancement  in  the 
legal  profession,  and  under  these  conditions 
he  took  up  the  study  of  shorthand  or  stenog- 
raphy, in  which  he  became  proficient  without 
having  recourse  to  other  instruction  than  that 
afforded  by  text  books.  In  1886  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  official  court  stenographer  for 
Lake  county,  and  he  continued  incumbent  of 
this  office  about  five  vears.     In  the  meanwhile 


his  health  had  become  much  impaired,  and 
he  found  it  expedient  to  turn  his  attention  to 
some  other  vocation.  He  accordingly  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1904,  when  he  sus- 
tained a  severe  injury  of  the  spine,  the  result 
being  the  almost  total  loss  of  the  use  of  his 
legs.  After  nearly  two  years  of  treatment  he 
recovered  sufficiently  to  resume  his  operations 
as  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  though  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  utilize  his  wheel  chair  in  show- 
ing property,  even  when  utilizing  a  horse  ve- 
hicle for  portions  of  the  various  trips  made. 
His  experience  in  the  real  estate  business  with 
the  incidental  and  very  frequent  investigation 
of  the  records  of  titles,  made  him  familiar 
with  the  records  of  this  order  in  Lake  county, 
and  thus  when  the  county  recorder  was  sud- 
denly removed  by  death  he  was  recognized 
as  a  most  eligible  successor  in  this  office.  His 
choice  was  that  of  the  voters  of  the  county. 
Under  these  conditions  an  appeal  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  county  gave  him  a  gratifying  ma- 
jority over  four  other  candidates  in  the  pri- 
mary election  and  in  the  regular  election  which 
followed  he  has  reason  to  feel  proud  of  the  fact 
that  of  about  fifty  candidates  voted  for  he  led 
the  entire  ticket  in  the  supporting  popular  vote. 
He  has  given  a  most  satisfactory  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  office,  of  which  he  has 
been  in  tenure  since  November,  1908.  and  has 
made  many  improvements  in  the  matter  of  sys 
tematizing  the  work  and  making  the  records 
more  readily  accessible.  His  son  is  his  deputy, 
and  he  also  has  one  other  assistant  in  his  office. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bates  is  aligned  as  a  stanch 
advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies  for 
which  the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor 
and  he  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  public 
affairs  of  a  local  order,  especially  in  all  that 
has  touched  the  general  welfare  of  his  home 
city.  He  served  two  terms  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  and  in  1903-4  was  mayor  of 
Painesville,  having  received  more  votes  when 
elected  to  this  office  than  have  ever  before  or 
since  been  received  by  any  candidate  for  the 
mayoralty  of  this  city.  As  chief  executive  of 
the  municipal  government  his  policy  was  one 
of  progr'essiveness  and  liberality,  but  marked 
by  due  conservatism  in  the  matter  of  public 
expenditures.  While  a  member  of  the  city 
council  he  was  chairman  of  the  city  commis- 
sion on  water  supply,  in  which  connection  he 
was  chosen  to  go  to  New  York  and  close  con- 
tracts for  the  "purchase  of  the  water  works 
system  in  Painesville.  Though  this  involved 
an  expenditure  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
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sand  dollars  he  was  given  full  authority  and 
satisfactorily  closed  about  twenty-five  different 
contracts  incidental  to  this  noteworthy  public 
improvement.  For  a  period  of  about  six  years 
Mr.  Bates  was  secretary  of  the  Lake  County 
Agricultural  Society. 

In  the  vear  1886  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Bates  to  Miss  Nellie  E.  Sawyer, 
of  Chardon,  Geauga  county,  and  they  have 
two  children, — Morton  O.,  who  is  his  father's 
deputy  in  the  office  of  the  county  recorder,  and 
Zola  E.,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home, 
one  of  the  popular  young  ladies  in  the  social 
life  of  the  community. 

Jeremiah  C.  Benson,  residing  in  Monroe 
township,  is  a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side 
of  Eri  Benson,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
Ashtabula  county.  He  came  to  Ohio  from 
New  York  about  1834,  and  by  his  wife,  nee 
Eliza  Cory,  who  was  born  about  the  year  of 
1810  and  died  in  1884,  he  had  the  following 
children  :  Julius,  mentioned  below  ;  Albert, 
who  went  to  California  in  the  "gold  days," 
where  he  died  and  is  buried ;  Ursula,  who  was 
born  in  1836,  married  George  Martin  and  lives 
in  Conneaut;  and  Charles,  who  was  born  in 
1845.  died  in  the  fall  of  1903. 

Julius  Benson,  born  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1830,  made  the  overland  journey  west  from 
St.  Louis  in  1850  to  mine  gold,  and  he  also 
worked  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner  while  in  the 
west.  He  then  spent  two  years.  1858-9,  in 
Pike's  Peak,  and,  returning  to  Ohio,  farmed 
for  several  years,  but  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life  was  spent  in  the  wholesale  lumber 
trade.  He  died  in  May  of  1889  and  was  buried 
at  Kelloggsville.  He  had  married  Delia  Davis 
in  1856.  She  was  born  on  June  26,  1835,  and 
is  now  living  in  Monroe  Center,  Ashtabula 
county.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Clark  and  Eliz- 
abeth Davis,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  Roches- 
ter. New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson  had 
three  children:  Albert,  born  September  12, 
1861,  lives  in  Denmark,  Ashtabula  county; 
Jeremiah  C.  is  mentioned  below ;  and  Edwin 
K.,  born  September  20,  1873,  lives  in  Monroe 
Center,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  macadam 
roads. 

Jeremiah  C.  Benson,  born  August  28,  1865. 
spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a  farm  in  Monroe 
Center,  and  attended  the  Pierpont  high  school, 
the  Conneaut  high  school  and  the  New  Lyme 
Institute.  Before  his  marriage  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  lumber  business,  and 
a  successful  baseball  player.    Follow- 


ing his  marriage  he  owned  a  lumber  yard  and 
planing  mill  in  Ashtabula  for  two  years,  was 
then  in  the  same  business  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
later  in  Virginia  until  1906,  and  then  return- 
ing to  Ohio  he  located  on  his  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  acres,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is 
both  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member 
of  the  Grange  and  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief 
Association.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serving 
as  the  trustee  of  Monroe  township. 

Mr.  Benson  married  on  March  28,  1891, 
Stella  Struble,  who  was  born  June  27,  1867, 
a  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Lovisa  (Smith) 
Struble,  who  are  now  living  in  Pierpont  town- 
ship. The  two  sons  and  a  daughter  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson  are:  Rockford  L.,  horn 
March  9,  1892;  Jeremiah  S.,  born  December 
22,  1895  ;  and  Virginia,  born  January  10,  1900. 

Francis  Buchanan  Blood  holds  a  place 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Conneaut 
township,  which  has  been  his  home  for  many 
years,  and  which  he  has  served  in  many  public 
ways  and  as  a  tiller  of  its  soil.  He  was  born, 
however,  in  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania, 
August  31,  1837,  and  after  a  limited  educa- 
tional training  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
home  community  he  settled  on  his  father's 
farm  in  the  valley  of  Oil  creek,  Pennsylvania. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Caroline  (August) 
Blood,  the  father  born  January  4,  1808,  and 
their  children  who  came  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve were :  Hiram,  who  located  in  Conneaut, 
where  he  followed  carpentering,  and  by  his 
marriage  to  Belle  Reed  he  had  five  children, 
but  only  two  are  now  living ;  William,  a  car- 
penter in  Conneaut,  married  Lucy  Root,  who 
died  in  1904.  leaving  two  children:  and  Ben- 
jamin, of  Kingsville.  where  hf  has  been  an 
infirmary  director  during  the  past  six  years. 
He  married  Alice  Hashly,  and  they  have  two 
children.  In  1863  John  Blood,  the  father, 
came  with  his  family  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Ohio,  and.  locating  in  Ashtabula  county,  he 
bought  the  little  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Kingsville  where  his  son  Benjamin  now  re- 
sides. This  land  was  improved  at  the  time  of 
purchase.  After  coming  to  this  state  John 
Blood  lived  a  quiet  life,  never  resuming  the 
public  capacities  in  which  he  had  served  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  was  both  a  Whig  and 
Republican  in  his  political  affiliations.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist church,  and  he  .continued  as  a  leader  in  its 
affairs  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended,  dying 
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at    Kingsville   or;    December    31,    rSoj  1,   when 

he  had  reached  the  eighty-sixth  milestone 
on  life's  journey.  His  wife  Caroline  survived 
him  until  1905,  dying  in  Richmond,  Ohio,  in 
January  of  that  year,  but.  she  was  buried  by 
the  side  of  her  husband  in  Kingsville. 

Francis  B.  Blood  during  his  residence  in 
Pennsylvania  cleared  fifty  acres  of  land  on 
Oil  creek,  on  wh.ch  he  erected  a  house  and 
barn,  and  his  home  was  there  for  five  years. 
Selling  the  land  at  that  time  he  came  to  Con- 
neaut  on  March  28,  1865,  and  located  on 
his  present  farm  of  100  acres.  He  has  served 
his  township  as  a  trustee  for  six  years,  and 
for  eighteen  years  was  a  school  director.  He 
is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Conneaut 
Telephone  Company.  On  February  18,  1862, 
he  was  married  to  Angeline  Steward,  who 
was  born  in  Cherry  Tree  township,  Venango 
county,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  1837,  and 
their  children  are :  Charles,  a  farmer  at 
Springfield.  Pennsylvania,  married  Xellie 
Lampfier.  of  Conneaut,  and  they  have  one 
child;  Bert  F..  who  lives  just  south  of  his 
father's  home,  married  Gertrude  May  Pollock, 
from  Crawford  county.  Pennsylvania ;  John 
C.  who  is  employed  by  a  construction  com- 
pany in  Mercer,  Pennsylvania ;  Otis  Kirk,  who 
during  the  past  nine  years  has  been  the  super- 
intendent of  the  MacMarland  Construction 
Company  at  Cleveland :  and  Ralph  A.,  who 
married  Lizzie  Gifford,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children,  Gordon  and  Stewart,  and  he  lives 
with  hi?  father  on  the  farm.  Mrs.  Blood,  the 
mother  of  this  family,  belongs  to  the  Chris- 
tian church.  Mr.  Blood  has  membership  rela- 
tions with  the  orders  of  Elks  and  Masons, 
and  he  suffered  the  loss  of  an  arm  on  June  26, 
1908.  while  boarding  a  moving  train  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  he  had  been  attending  a 
Shrine  meeting  of  Masons.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  affiliates   with  the  Democratic  party. 

William  Hamilton  Johnsox.  —  Distin- 
guished as  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  native-born 
citizens  of  La  Grange  township.  Lorain  count)', 
William  H.  Johnson  is  a  fine  representative  of 
the  industrious,  skillful  and  intelligent  farmers 
that  have  heen  influential  in  advancing  the 
agricultural  progress  and  prosperity  of  this 
section  of  Lorain  county,  lie  was  born  May 
30,  1834.  on  the  farm  which  his  father,  Nathan 
Porter  Johnson,  had  purchased  the  previous 
year. 

\  son  of  Stephen  and  Phebe  (Burr)  John- 
son. Nathan  P.  Johnson  was'  born  January  30. 


1801,  in  Hartford.  Washington  county,   New 

York,  and  there  spent  his  early  life.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  joined 
a  small  company  of  his  neighbors  and  friends 
that  had  decided  to  establish  a  colony  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  journeyed  overland  to 
La  Grange,  Lorain  county.  Ohio,  much  of  the 
way  following  a  path  marked  by  blazed  trees. 
He  bought  at  first  a  small  tract  of  timbered 
land,  and  as  his  means  increased  made  other 
wise  investments,  becoming  owner  of  three 
valuable  pieces  of  land.  He  was  very  popular 
and  prominent  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  and  filled 
many  offices  of  importance,  having  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  state  legislature  and 
serving  one  term  as  state  senator.  He  died  in 
La  Grange  Center,  where  for  many  years  he 
was  postmaster,  in  1874,  aged  seventy-three 
years.  He  married  Laura  Waite,  who  was 
born  February  16.  1804.  in  Champion.  Jeffer- 
son county.  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Dorastus 
Waite,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  the  older  ones  having  been  born  in 
New  York.  A  younger  brother  of  William  H. 
Johnson  is  the  Hon.  E.  G.  Johnson,  of  Elyria. 

The  fifth  child  of  the  parental  household, 
William  H.  Johnson,  attended  the  pioneer 
schools'  of  La  Grange,  and,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  ancestors,  early  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  labored 
for  many  years  on  the  old  homestead,  and  at 
the  death  of  his  father  bought  out  the  interest 
of  the  remaining  heirs,  becoming  its  sole 
owner.  He  made  excellent  improvements  on 
the  place,  by  his  judicious  labors  placing  the 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  each  year 
increasing  its  value,  meeting  with  noteworthy 
success  in  all  of  his  undertakings.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  Mr.  Johnson  has-  been  a  resident 
of  La  Grange  Center,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  public  welfare.  He  is  well  edu- 
cated, after  leaving  the  district  schools,  where 
he  laid  a  substantial  foundation  for  his  future 
education,  having  continued  his  studies  at 
Elyria  and  at  Oberlin.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
trustee,  and  has  served  as  township  trustee, 
having  been  elected  to  the  position  on  the 
Republican  ticket. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  first  married  September  15, 
1856,  to  Mary  A.  Parsons,  who  was  born  in 
Windham,  Ohio.  She  died  March  12.  [860, 
leaving  two  children,  namely:  Laura  Virginia 
and  Mary  A.,  born  February  23.  i860,  wife 
of  George  Schlindler,  of  Rochester  township. 
Laura  \\.  born  July  22.  1857.  married  Decern- 
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ber  22.  1875,  Miles  W.  Ingalls  and  is  a  widow 
residing  with  her  father.  She  had  three  chil- 
dren. Flora  A.,  born  December  15,  1876,  grad- 
uated from  Baldwin  University  and  is  a 
teacher  in  La  Grange  high  school;  Sylvia  A., 
born  September  30,  1878,  graduated  from 
Baldwin  University  in  music  and  is  a  school 
teacher  at  La  Grange;  Norman  W.,  born 
August  10,  1880,  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  Western  Reserve  Univer- 
sity and  is  a  teacher  of  anatomy  in  that  school. 
Mr.  Johnson  married  second  September  12, 
1 80 1. "Lucy  H.  Bruce,  and  of  the  three  children 
born  of  their  union  two  sons  died  in  infancy 
and  one  daughter  is  living,  namely.  Anita,  born 
December  8,  1866,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Curtis, 
who  has  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Harvey.  Noma,  wife  of 
Frank  Forbes,  and  Lloyd. 

Thomas  Richards  is  one  of  the  best-known 
of  the  Charlestown  township  agriculturists, 
and  he  was  born  on  March  16,  185 1.  to 
Edmund  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Richards, 
who  came  from  their  native  land  of  Wales  to 
this  country  and  located  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio.  Here  they  in  time  became  owners  of  a 
farm  of  100  acres  of  land,  which  they  cleared 
and  improved,  and  during  the  winter  months 
Mr.  Richards  mined  for  coal  in  order  to  pro- 
cure the  money  for  the  payment  of  his  land. 
Thomas  Richards  purchased  his  present  home 
of  twenty-six  acres  in  Charlestown  township, 
which  he  has  improved  and  cultivated.  He  has 
in  the  meantime  filled  some  of  the  offices  of  his 
county  and  township,  including  those  of 
recorder  of  Portage  county  for  six  years  and 
trustee  and  assessor  of  Paris  township.  Fur- 
ther than  all  this  he  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
largest  collectors  of  canes  in  the  state,  owning 
many  rare  specimens  from  all  over  the  world, 
including'  one  from  Mexico  engraved  with  the 
old  time  sport  of  that  country,  the  bull  fight, 
one  taken  in  front  of  the  breastworks  at 
Atlanta,  another  from  his  mother's  old  home  in 
Wales — this  being  one  of  the  choicest  of  the 
large  collection — one  from  the  shrine  at  St. 
Anne.  Canada ;  one  brought  from  Cuba  by 
Judge  Rockwell,  two  brought  by  Mr.  Richards' 
daughter  from  London,  one  being  Wongo 
wood  from  China :  one  from  the  scaffold  used 
in  the  hanging  of  McKisson  (in  1838)  and 
Tack  Cooper;  one  from  Ireland,  and  many 
others,  his  entire  collection  including  about 
fifty  rare  and  priceless  canes. 

Mr.  Richards  married,  for  his  first  wife,  on 


September  21.  1872.  Julia  Morgan,  and  they 
had  three  daughters.  Alta,  Elizabeth  and  Delia. 
The  second  daughter,  Elizabeth.  i>  the  wife  of 
John  D.  Thomas,  and  the  other  two  are  teach- 
ing school.  The  present  Mrs.  Richard-  was 
born  February  1,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  J.  (Roberts)  Thomas,  and  -he  was 
first  married,  on  December  12,  1879,  to  Samuel 
Thomas,  by  whom  she  had  two  children, 
George  B.  and  Alice  M.,  but  the  daughter  died 
when  only  two  years  of  age.  The  son  married 
and  has  one  child,  Katherine.  He  is  living  on 
Long  Island,  Xew  York.  The  husband  and 
father  died  in  1885.  and  in  March  of  1803  his 
widow  was  married  to  Thomas  Richards.  Mr. 
Richards  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
affiliations. 

Carl  Roseo  Niles. — Through  the  original 
inheritance  of  his  mother,  Carl  R.  Niles  is 
now  occupying  one  of  the  historical  landmarks 
in  the  agricultural  domain  of  Portage  county. 
His  maternal  grandparents  migrated  from 
Connecticut  to  Hiram  township  in  1831,  and 
in  the  following  year  located  in  Freedom 
township.  In  1833  they  purchased  and  occu- 
pied the  pioneer  farm  of  the  township,  which 
had  been  settled  by  Charles  H.  Payne  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century.  As  early  as  1820 
Mr.  Payne  set  out  a  large  orchard,  which  is 
still  bearing,  and  there  is  even  one  pear  tree 
planted  in  1800  which  is  producing  fruit  today. 
It  was  on  this  farm  that  the  first  cider  mill  in 
Portage  county  was  also  put  in  operation. 

Mr.  Xiles  is  a  native  of  Freedom  township, 
born  on  July  24,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of 
Oscar  F.  and  Elvira  L.  (Loveland)  Niles, 
the  former  being  born  at  Brighton,  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  at  Clayton,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  New  York.  The  grandpar- 
ents on  the  paternal  side  were  Abner  and  So- 
phia (Loveland)  Niles,  born  respectively  at 
West  Stockbridge,  Connecticut,  March  31, 
1803,  and  at  Otis,  Massachusetts.  Colby  and 
Laura  (Larcom)  Loveland,  the  maternal 
grandparents,  were  natives  of  Litchfield 
county.  Connecticut,  and  Otis.  Massachusetts. 
The  great-grandparents  on  the  same  side  of 
the  family  were  Isaac  and  Ruth  (Holden) 
Lnveland.  of  Glastonbury.  Connecticut.  As 
stated,  the  Loveland  grandparents  first  estab- 
lished the  family  in  Portage  county  in  1831, 
spending  their  last  days  in  Freedom  township. 
The  parents  of  C.  R.  were  married  in  Hiram 
township  by  father  of  Luericia  "Rudolph" 
Garfield,  March  21,  1844.  living  in  Garretts- 
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ville  for  twenty-five  years.  Oscar  F.  Niles,  the 
father,  was  a  carpenter,  and  followed  that 
trade  most  of  his  life  in  Freedom  township 
and  vicinity.  He  died  July  22,  1902,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  September  26,  1904.  Their 
children  were  Henry  B.  Niles,  now  a  resident 
of  Sidney,  Ohio,  and  Carl  R.,  of  this  sketch. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Niles  in  1904  the 
two  sons  came  into  possession  of  the  old  home- 
stead, consisting  of  seventy-four  acres,  and 
since  that  time  twenty-four  acres  have  been 
added  to  it,  the  entire  property  having  been 
improved  in  producing  capacity  and  general 
attractiveness.  Carl  R.  has  active  supervision 
of  the  farm  and  dairy,  and  as  there  is  also  a 
large  maple  sugar  grove  on  the  place,  his  time 
is  fully  and  profitably  occupied.  He  is  unmar- 
ried, but  since  his  mother's  death  has  employed 
a  competent  housekeeper.  Mr.  Niles  is  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  citizens  of  the  township, 
having  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools  of  Garrettsville  and 
served  several  terms  as  school  director.  He 
has  also  been  active  in  the  co-operative  work 
of  the  farmers,  being  identified  with  the  Gar- 
rettsville Grange  No.  1436,  of  which  he  was 
overseer  for  one  year  and  secretary  for  five 
years.  Mr.  Niles'  brother,  Henry  B.,  who 
resides  in  Sidney,  Ohio,  is  married  to  Miss 
Ellen  G.  Ferguson,  and  is  the  father  of  Grace 
Isbell  Niles.  Henry  B.  Niles  was  made  a 
Mason  by  his  father,  who  was  master  of  Gar- 
rettsville Lodge  for  six  years,  and  Henry  B. 
is  also  a  Forester. 

FIo.mer  Goodell. — In  a  review  of  the  line 
of  ancestrv  of  the  house  of  Goodell  it  is  found 
that  they  spring  from  the  French  or  from  one 
of  the  two  great  branches  of  the  Celts,  and  a 
direct  line  is  traceable  down  to  Robert  Goodell, 
who  sailed  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  the  ship 
Elizabeth,  April  30,  1684.  and  landed  at  Salem. 
Massachusetts,  having  left  the  mother  country 
from  the  then  one  prevailing  cause,  that  of  the 
disregard  of  the  freedom  of  thought  in  re- 
ligious liberty.  He  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
his  landed  possessions  in  New  England 
amounted  to  eleven  hundred  and  forty-four 
acres.  The  ancestry  is  an  honored  one  and 
includes  many  distinguished  people,  the  vari- 
ous professions  being  well  represented  among 
their  number,  while  the  profession  of  the  min- 
istry is  graced  with  the  names  of  thirty-six  of 
Robert's  descendants  and  there  have  been  a- 
number  of  foreign  missionaries.  Rev.  William 
Goodell  was  for   forty  years  a  missionarv  to 


Turkey,  and  he  translated  the  Bible  into  the 
Turkish  language.  Lucy  Goodell  married  Rev. 
Asa  Thurston,  and  they  were  the  first  mis- 
sionaries to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  they 
both  died  and  they  gave  the  first  missionary 
name  to  Goodell.  One  of  Shakespeare's  pro- 
fessional companions  was  one  Batist  Goodell, 
who  made  his  first  appearance  before  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  the  play  of  Henry  VI.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  he  was  uncle  to  Robert,  the  Amer- 
ican ancestor.  More  than  one  hundred  vears 
ago  a  Daniel  Goodell  was  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colonial  Society,  where  his 
stern  morality  and  inflexibility  of  purpose 
marked  him  as  one  of  the  last  of  the  Puritans. 
Thus  on  down  through  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-six years  each  generation  of  this  noble  fam- 
ily have  each  in  turn  performed  their  earthly 
mission  and  mingled  their  dust  with  and  be- 
come a  part  of  American  soil,  and  those  who 
now  tread  the  globe  are  but  a  handful  in  com- 
parison with  its  illustrious  dead. 

Homer  Goodell,  a  descendant  in  direct  line 
from  the  Robert  Goodell  who  landed  upon 
American  shores  more  than  two  hundred  and 
sixty-three  years  ago,  was  born  in  Shalersville 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  July  22,  1S45. 
a  son  of  Carlton  and  Charlotte  (Sanford) 
Goodell.  The  mother  was  born  in  Connecticut 
July  7.  1812,  and  died  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1905,  while  her  husband  died  October 
1 6th,  1867.  Mrs.  Goodell  was  a  real  daughter 
of  the  Revolution,  her  father  and  grandfather 
having  served  in  that  war,  the  latter  having 
been  an  officer.  There  were  four  children  in 
Carlton  Goodell's  family :  Perry,  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1837.  lives  near  Rock  Island,  Texas ; 
Martin,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  of  Sha- 
lersville township,  of  which  Tie  served  several 
years  as  trustee,  and  also  held  other  offices  of 
trust,  died  unmarried  April  20,  1908,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine :  Amelia,  born  August  22, 
1 84 1,  unmarried  and  living  on  the  old  home 
place :  and  Homer.  Homer  Goodell  in  his 
youth  attended  the  district  and  high  schools 
of  Shalersville  township,  and  later  studied 
during  four  terms  at  Hiram  College.  Farming 
and  stock-raising  have  been  his  life's  occupa- 
tion, and  in  1905  he  erected  the  finest  home 
within  Shalersville  township.  He  married  on 
the  10th  of  September,  1872.  Emma  Allen,  who 
was  born  in  Hiram  township  to  Ozias  and 
Anna  (Norton)  Allen.  The  father  was  born 
in  Litchfield  county.  Connecticut.  September 
13.  1814.  a  son  of  Peltiah  and  Amelia  Allen. 
and  he  died  on  the   18th  of  May,   1883.     The 
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mother  was  a  daughter  of  Thuel  and  Harriet 
(  Harrington)  Norton,  both  born  in  New  York, 
in  North  Hartford  and  in  Utica,  respectively. 
The  children  born  to  Homer  and  Emma  Good- 
ell  are :  Clyde  H.,  who  was  born  October  26, 
1873,  and  died  January  2,  1902;  Fred  A.,  born 
January  5,  1876,  and  now  a  resident  of 
Charlestown  township;  Merton  S.,  who  was 
born  November  5,  1877,  and  died  December  9, 
1895;  Jonn  R.,  born  August  5,  1882,  and 
Harry,  born  June  4,  1885,  are  both  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Homer  Goodell  has  worth- 
ily upheld  his  honored  family  name,  and  he  is 
a  loyal  and  faithful  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  since  1893  he  has  been  a  member 
of  its  board  of  deacons.  He  has  served  Sha- 
lersville  township  six  years  as  a  trustee,  also 
as  a  school  director,  and  he  upholds  and  sup- 
ports the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Arthur  Curtis  Stamm. — A  prosperous 
agriculturist  of  Freedom  township,  Portage 
county,  where  he  devotes  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  fertile  acres  to  general  and  dairy 
farming,  Arthur  C.  Stamm  is  of  a  family 
which  has  been  firmly  and  honorably  estab- 
lished in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  for  several  gen- 
erations. He  himself  was  born  in  that  section 
of  the  Buckeye  state,  on  January  31,  1870,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Almina  (Mase) 
Stamm,  both  natives  of  Bethlehem  township. 
Stark  county.  The  grandfathers,  Samuel 
Stamm  and  Henry  Mase,  were  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  settled  with  their  families  in 
Stark  county,  about  1850.  They  finished  their 
lives  in  that  part  of  Ohio,  and  the  parents  of 
Arthur  C.  were  married  there  and  resided  un- 
til 1878.  In  that  year  they  located  in  Freedom 
township,  where  William  H.  Stamm  pur- 
chased one  of  the  first  farms  settled  in  that 
part  of  Portage  county,  known  as  Capt. 
Brown  farm,  noted  for  the  finest  house  and 
buildings  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The 
tract  consisted  at  first  of  127  acres,  to  which 
he  eventually  added  eighty,  improving  the  en- 
tire place  by  bringing  the  land  under  thorough 
cultivation  and  erecting  a  modern  residence 
and  farm  buildings.  He  continued  to  operate 
the  place  as  a  general  farmer  and  dairyman 
until  his  death  in  1905,  since  which  his  widow 
has  enjoyed  a  comfortable  home  with  her  two 
surviving  children — Arthur  C.  of  this  sketch, 
and  Sylvia  O..  now  Mrs.  William  Jenks,  of 
Fresno,  California.  Three  of  the  nine  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy,  and  Sarah.  Allen,  George 
and  Mary  all  passed  away  in  1880. 


Arthur  C.  Stamm  came  with  his  parents  to 
Freedom  township,  when  he  was  eight  years 
of  age;  obtained  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  Hiram  College,  and  has  spent 
the  best  portion  of  his  life  on  the  home  place 
in  Portage  county.  At  the  death  of  his  father 
he  purchased  from  his  sister  a  tract  of  127 
acres,  his  mother  retaining  eighty  acres  of  the 
estate.  As  stated,  he  has  added  eighty  acres 
to  this  purchase,  giving  him  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  in  the  township.  In  January, 
1899,  Mr.  Stamm  married  Miss  Rose  Leet,  a 
native  of  Freedom  township  and  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Emma  (Thompson)  Leet.  Her 
father  was  also  born  in  Freedom  township, 
while  her  mother  is  a  native  of  Shalersville 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stamm  have  one 
•son,  Chester  Arthur  Stamm,  born  June  27, 
1909.  They  have  abundant  occupation  in  the 
care  and  improvement  of  their  comfortable 
homestead,  in  the  discharge  of  their  social 
duties  and  in  advancing  the  religious  and 
charitable  activities  of  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  they  have  long  been  active 
members. 

Charles  W.  Chalker  was  born  on  the 
farm  in  Freedom  township.  Portage  county, 
upon  which  his  father  settled  as  an  unmarried 
young  man  in  1845  !  it  has  always  been  his  home 
and,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  by  purchase 
from  the  other  heirs  to  the  property,  he  came 
into  possession  of  the  old  homestead  himself. 
He  has  since  added  to  the  original  farm  until 
his  estate  embraces  ninety-three  acres, 
well  cultivated  and  thoroughly  improved.  Air. 
Chalker's  place  is  popularly  known  as  Maple 
Wood  Farm,  the  proprietor  being  a  substan- 
tial farmer  and  a  well-known  citizen  who  is 
highly  honored  both  for  his  family's  sake  and 
for  the  ability  and  probity  which'  he  has  dis- 
played in  his  own  affairs  and  those  connected 
with  the  public  business.  He  has  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years;  is  the 
organizer  of  Freedom  Grange,  No.  1576,  and 
has  been  clerk  and  deacon  in  the  local  Congre- 
gational church  since  1894.  This  church  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  Portage  county,  being  organ- 
ized on  Saturday.  February  9,  1828.  and  both 
Mr.  Chalker  and  his  father  have  made  contri- 
butions to  its  stability  and  progress. 

Charles  W.  Chalker,  of  this  review,  was  born 
July  2S.  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Warren  and 
Jerusha  O.  (Yiets)  Chalker — the  former  being 
a  native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and     the     latter    of     Southington,     Trumbull 
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county,  Ohio.  The  ancestral  home  of  the 
American  branch  was  Connecticut,  where  his 
grandfather,  Daniel  Chalker,  was  born.  His 
paternal  grandmother  (nee  Dolly  Tingley) 
was  a  native  of  Harford,  Pennsylvania,  and 
his  maternal  grandparents,  Ira  and  Darmus 
(Hurd)  Yiets.  were  both  born  at  Litchfield, 
Connecticut.  The  former  drove  from  his 
native  state  through  the  wilds  of  what  were 
afterward  known  as  the  "central  states"  to  the 
still  newer  country  bordering  on  Lake  Erie. 
There,  with  his  father,  he  settled  on  a  tract  of 
timber  land,  and  the  two  spent  many  years  in 
its  improvement.  Warren  Chalker,  the  father. 
who  was  born  in  1825,  migrated  from  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1845,  first  settling  on  thirty 
acres  of  land  in  Freedom  township,  which  had 
come  into  possession  of  his  wife.  His  journey 
to  these  parts  was  accomplished  by  the  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  across  the  lake,  the 
balance  of  the  way  probably  on  foot.  Mr. 
Chalker  retained  the  original  place,  but  nearly 
doubled  his  homestead  before  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1888.  The  deceased  was  married 
three  times.  By  his  first  wife,  who  was  for- 
merly Hannah  Brown,  he  had  two  children — 
Morgan  H.,  who  died  in  [863,  and  William  M., 
now  a  resident  of  Kiel,  <  Iklahoma.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Betsey  Brown,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  who  died  without  issue,  and  his  third 
wife  (nee  Jerusha  O.  Viets)  bore  him  three 
children.  Anna  J.,  the  sister  of  Charles  W.,  is 
now  Mrs.  H.  D.  Tingley  and  is  living  at  the 
old  home  in  Harford,  Pennsylvania :  the 
"brother,  Truman  D.  Chalker.  is  a  druggist  of 
Kiel,  Oklahoma. 

Charles  W.  Chalker  received  a  thorough  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Freedom  town- 
ship, supplemented  by  two  terms  at  Hiram  Col- 
lege, and  has  made  practical  use  of  his  training 
both  in  the  school  room  and  the  farm.  His 
intelligent  citizenship  and  public  usefulness  are 
products  of  his  mental  training  and.  as  an 
agriculturist,  he  has  earned  a  good  living  for 
his  family,  maintained  and  improved  his  home- 
stead, increased  his  original  estate  in  Freedom 
township  and  come  into  possession  of  a  ranch 
of  160  acres  in  Perkins  county,  Nebraska.  On 
July  28,  1896.  Mr.  Chalker  married  Miss 
Emma  May  Preston,  a  native  of  Auburn.  New 
York,  who  died  February  8.  1901,  mother  of 
two  children,  Linnie  E.  and  Ira  P.  Chalker. 
His  present  wife,  native  of  Bradford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  whom  he  married  March  4. 
1907.  was  the  widow  of  Lenthiel  A.  Chalker 
and   known   in   her   single   days   as   Carrie   L. 


Corson.  By  her  former  marriage  she  is  the 
mother  of  Arthur  A.,  now  a  reside, it  of  Bing- 
.lamton.  New  York,  and  Cecil  A.  Chalker.  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Robert  George. — One  of  the  noteworthy  in- 
stitutions of  Painesville  is  that  of  the  Storrs 
&  Harrison  Company,  which  conducts  the 
most  extensive  general  nursery  and  seed- 
production  business  in  the  field  of  floriculture 
to  be  found  in  the  world.  Prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  upbuilding  of  this  magnificent  en- 
terprise, of  which  he  is  now  general  manager. 
Robert  George  has  given  the  best  years  of  his 
life  to  the  same  and  is  recognized  as  an 
authority  in  this  line  of  industry  as  well  as 
one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
Painesville,  in  and  near  which  thriving  city 
the  enterprise  has  its  headquarters.  He  is  one 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  company,  which  was 
incorporated  in  1883,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$150,000,  and  whose  facilities,  equipment  and 
management  are  unexcelled  in  every  depart- 
ment. The  annual  business  of  the  company 
now  reaches  an  average  aggregate  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  concern  has  had 
most  potent  influence  in  furthering  the  indus- 
trial prestige  of  Painesville. 

Mr.  George  was  born  in  Yarmouth,  county 
Norfolk,  England.  January  14,  1849,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Eliza  George.  Mr.  George 
came  to  this  country  when  seven  years  old  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Gen- 
eva, New  York.  He  secured  employment  in  a 
nursery  and  greenhouse  in  Geneva,  where  he 
was  identified  with  this  line  of  enterprise  for 
a  period  of  five  years,  within  which  he  gained 
most  varied  and  intimate  experience  in  the 
business.  In  December,  1868.  he  came  to 
Painesville.  Ohio,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment in  the  greenhouses  of  the  concern  of 
which  he  is  now  general  manager.  One  and 
one-half  years  after  forming  this  association 
he  had  so  thoroughly  proved  his  ability  and 
so  entrenched  himself  in  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  employers  that  he  was  given  ac- 
tive charge- of  the  greenhouses,  of  which  he 
continued  superintendent  until  the  death  of 
William  G.  Storrs,  in  1001,  when  he  succeeded 
him  as  general  manager,  of  which  office  he 
ha;  since  continued  incumbent.  Upon  the  in- 
corporation of  the  company,  in  1883,  he  be- 
came one  of  its  stockholders  and  was  chosen 
its  treasurer,  in  which  office,  upon  becoming 
general  manager  of  the  company,  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  William  C.  Harrison,  the  present 
incumbent. 
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Mr.  George  has  given  his  entire  time  and 
attention,  his  best  thought  and  energy,  to  the 
development  of  the  great  enterprise  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  from  the  days  of  his 
youth,  and  in  the  perspective  of  all  that  has 
been  accomplished  and  of  the  status  of  the 
enterprise  at  the  present  day,  he  has  reason 
to  feel  the  deepest  satisfaction  and  to  realize 
that  his  labors  and  devotion  have  not  been  in 
vain.  Never  desirous  of  publicity  and  finding 
ample  demands  upon  his  time  in  connection 
with  his  business  interests,  Mr.  George  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  public  or  civic  affairs, 
though  he  is  loyal  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  church,  and  he  has  so  ordered 
his  course  during  the  long  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Painesville  as  to  retain  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  all  who  know  him. 

In  the  year  1873,  Mr.  George  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Hettie  A.  Barto,  daughter 
of  Carl  Barto,  of  Painesville,  and  they  have 
three  children, — E.  B..  who  is  superintendent 
of  the  greenhouse  department  of  the  Storrs  & 
Harrison  Company ;  Hettie,  who  is  the  wife 
of  William  A.  Davis,  of  Painesville ;  and  Fran- 
ces P.,  who  remains  with  her  father.  Mrs. 
George  died  August  13,  1909. 

Henry  Seymour  Clapp  is  a  retired  farmer 
living  at  120  West  Main  street,  Norwalk, 
Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Peru,  Huron  countv, 
Ohio,  October  2,  1841.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  Peru.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  school  in 
Peru  and  the  high  school  in  Norwalk.  In 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  served  two  years  in  this  regi- 
ment as  private  and  corporal  and  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  escape  sickness,  wounds  or  cap- 
ture. He  was  with  his  company  and  regi- 
ment in  every  march  or  battle  up  to  the  time 
of  his  discharge.  His  service  included  Milroy's 
battle  at  Winchester:  the  famous  Lynchburg 
raid,  and  Sheridan's  campaign  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley.  In  October,  1864.  Mr.  Clapp 
was  discharged  to  accept  an  appointment  as 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Nineteenth  United 
States  colored  troops.  He  served  with  this 
regiment  until  its  discharge  at  Brownsville. 
Texas.  January  15.  [867.  He  was  promoted 
to  first  lieutenant  and  was  breveted  captain 
for  meritorius  service  and  bravery  in  action. 
Mr.  Clapp  married  in  1869  Miss  Sarah  D., 
daughter  of  Alvin  and  Pamila  C.  |  Douglass) 
Brightman.     Her  parents   were  early   settlers 


1  if  the  Western  Reserve  and  lived  in  Bronson, 
Huron  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp 
have  two  daughters,  namely:  Alary  B.,  wife 
of  Edwin  D.  Cline,  of  Norwalk,  and  Katharine 
1'...  wife  of  Edward  H.  Horton,  of  Toledo, 
(  Ihio. 

Air.  Clapp  is  the  son  of  Dean  and  Betsy  M. 
(  Panforth)  Clapp.  Air.  Clapp's  parents  were 
natives  of  Barnard,  Vermont.  His  grand- 
father on  the  father's  side  was  Judge  Benja- 
min Clapp.  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  on  the 
mother's  side.  Dr.  Samuel  Danforth,  also  a 
native  of  Vermont.  Dean  and  Betsey  M.  Dan- 
forth were  married  May  19,  1828.  About  one 
year  later  they  came  to  the  Western  Reserve, 
purchasing  a  piece  of  wild  land  in  Peru.  Hu- 
ron county.  Not  a  tree  had  been  cut  and  they 
had  but  a  few  articles  brought  with  them  from 
\  ermont  with  which  to  begin  house  keeping, 
when  they  moved  on  their  farm  in  the  winter 
of  1830.  By  their  united  efforts  they  were 
enabled  to  build  a  home  and  leave  to  their 
children  an  inheritance  accumulated  by  en- 
deavors of  which  their  descendants  may  justly 
be  proud.  Dean  Clapp  was  a  stanch  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  was  honored  by  many  offices 
of  trust  in  Huron  county,  among  which  was 
county  commissioner,  infirmary  director,  presi- 
dent of  the  agricultural  society  and  appraiser 
of  public  school  lands  located  on  the  Western 
Reserve.  Air.  and  Airs.  Dean  Clapp  had  three 
children,  whose  names  and  brief  domestic  his- 
tory are  as  follows :  Aro  D.,  born  July  22, 
1830,  was  married  February  3,  1858,  to  Helen, 
<laughter  of  Aruna  and  Mary  Ann  Eaton,  of 
Peru.  Alary  Isabell,  born  January  18,  1834. 
married  Dr.  Alfred  Terry,  a  dentist  of  Nor- 
walk, Ohio,  and  Henry  S.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Air.  Clapp  has  always  been  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  protectionist  of  the  Afark  Hanna 
"stand  pat"  order.  In  religion.  Air.  Clapp  and 
his  family  are  Universalists  as  were  his  father's 
family  before  him. 

Frederick  Wallace  Harrison  was  born 
December  31,  1859.  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Hull)  Harrison, 
mentioned  at  greater  length  in  another  part  of 
this  work.  Frederick  W.  Harrison  lived  at 
It  inie  on  the  farm  until  he  started  his  basket 
factor}-.  As  they  raised  a  great  many  straw- 
berries, and  needed  so  many  basket-,  they 
began  making  these  for  their  own  use.  having 
a  saw-mill,  and  from  this  has  grown  the  pres- 
ent large  industry  carried  on  by  Air.  Harrison 
and  hi-  son.  The  business,  which  began  in  so 
small  a  way,  has  built  itself  up  until  it  occupies 
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the  entire  time  of  Mr.  Harrison;  however,  he 
also  oversees  the  work  on  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres. 

The  firm  is  now  F.  W.  Harrison  &  Son, 
Mr.  Harrison  being  one  of  the  original  found- 
ers, and  his  son,  Dan  M.,  was  taken  into  the 
firm  in  1906.  The  son  had  not  then  reached 
his  majority,  being  taken  in  as  a  partner  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  literally  grew 
up  in  the  factory  and'  understands  every  phase 
of  the  business,  being,  ready  to  take  hold  in 
any  department  at  any  time.  The  plant  occu- 
pies a  two-story  building,  and  contains  about 
ten  thousand  square  feet.  They  have  a  branch 
factory  in  Cleveland,  and  have  about  twenty 
employes.  Their  annual  output  of  baskets  is 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand  dozen. 
The  equipment  is  modern  and  up-to-date  in 
every  respect,  and  they  sell  the  output  to  both 
the  jobber  and  retail  dealer.  The  veneer  ma- 
chine which  is  used  is  driven  by  a  thirty-horse 
power  engine. 

On  account  of  the  present  volume  of  their 
business  and  their  constantly  increasing  trade, 
the  firm  has  located  a  site  in  Painesville,  and 
on  this  will  build  a  new  factory  into  which  they 
expect  to  move  in  the  spring  of  1910.  After 
the  removal  of  the  business,  the  family  resi- 
dence will  also  be  in  Painesville.  The  present 
home  of  the  family  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Harrison  in  1880,  and  was  then  an  unimproved 
farm.  He  built  a  good  house,  barns  and  out- 
houses and  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  LeRoy  township. 

Frederick  W.  Harrison  married  January  14, 
1886,  Nevettie  A.  Manley,  and  they  have  four 
children,  namely :  Lila  M.,  overseer  of  the 
Cleveland  branch,  who  has  spent  much  of  her 
time  in  the  factory ;  Dan  M.,  his  father's  part- 
ner ;  Lizzie  A.,  a  basket  braider ;  and  Frank 
M.,  a  fireman.  The  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Grange.  Mr.  Harrison  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but  always  considers  the  man  rather 
than  the  party.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  in  Painesville. 

Charles  Shively,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Norwalk  Experiment-News  Company, 
was  born  in  Spencer  county,  Indiana,  where 
he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  printer  when  a  boy, 
serving  some  time  as  apprentice,  and  was 
editor  and  manager  of  several  papers  before 
coming  to  Norwalk,  in  1896.  In  1906  he  pur- 
chased the  paper  he  now  edits,  which  is  a  con- 
servative  Democratic   paper.     The   Norzvalk 


Experiment  was  established  in  1835,  and  in 
1906  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Shively,  who  at 
the  same  time  purchased  the  Huron  County 
News,  and  consolidated  them.  The  paper  has 
a  circulation  of  over  two  thousand  in  the 
count}-.  In  the  hands  of  its  present  able  man- 
ager it  has  gained  considerable  note,  and  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leading  journals  of 
the  county. 

Mr.  Shively  married,  in  1884,  Clara  Thix- 
ton,  a  native  of  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  where 
her  father,  John  Thixton,  is  a  prominent 
banker  and  prominent  in  commercial  affairs. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shively  have  one  daughter, 
Ellen  Thixton  Shively. 

Sherman  Booth  Northway.  —  Distin- 
guished not  only  as  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
but  as  one  of  the  esteemed  and  valued  citizens 
of  Monroe  township,  Sherman  B.  Northway 
is  a  native  of  Ashtabula  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  September  5,  1843,  m  Orwell,  on 
the  homestead  of  his  father,  the  late  Rufus 
Northway.  He  belongs  to  a  family  noted  for 
its  patriotic  ardor,  three  of  his  great-grand- 
fathers and  seven  of  his  great-uncles  having 
served  bravely  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Rufus  Northway  was  born,  February  11, 
1800,  in  New  York  state,  where  he  spent  the 
earlier  years  of  his  life.  In  1830  he  migrated 
with  his  family  from  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  Locating 
in  Orwell,  he  took  up  100  acres  of  timber-cov- 
ered land,  and  from  the  dense  wilderness 
cleared  and  improved  a  homestead.  He  also 
followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  connection 
with  his  agricultural  labors,  having  a  smithy 
on  his  farm.  He  raised  stock,  kept  a  dairy, 
and  acquired  an  excellent  reputation  for 
making  fine  cheese.  He  married  Beulah  Ful- 
ler, who  was  born  May  30,  1802,  and  they 
reared  four  children,  as  follows :  George  R.. 
born  in  November,  1827,  died,  in  1872,  in 
Leavenworth,  Kansas ;  William  Augustus, 
born  in  1832,  died,  in  1857,  in  Orwell,  Ohio; 
Adelia,  born  in  1833,  deceased;  and  Sherman 
Booth.  George  R.  Northway  enlisted,  in  1861, 
in  Company  A,  Sixth  Regiment,  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  and  was  promoted  to  sergeant 
for  gallant  conduct.  At  the  battle  of  Enon 
Church,  Virginia,  May  28,  1864,  he  received 
five  gunshot  wounds,  which  crippled  him  for 
life  and  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  in 
1872,  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Growing  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
Sherman  B.  Northwav  obtained  his  education 
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in  the  district  schools.  Inspired  by  the  patri- 
otic spirit  of  his  ancestors,  he  enlisted,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  in  an  Ohio  regiment,  for  service 
in  the  Civil  war,  but  on  December  29,  1862. 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  ill 
health.  On  June  24,  1863,  Mr.  Northway  re- 
enlisted,  and  served  until  mustered  out,  June 
16,  1865.  He  was  wounded  in  his  first  battle, 
receiving  a  buckshot  which  he  still  carries  in 
his  head.  He  was  afterwards  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  was  confined  in  the  prisons  at  An- 
dersonville,  Libby,  Savannah  and  Milan.  He 
has  since  been  engaged  to  some  extent  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  for  a  number  of  years  carry- 
ing on  truck  gardening. 

Mr.  Northway  married,  in  1866,  Ellen 
■Webb,  who  died  leaving  two  children,  namely : 
Almira  E.,  born  May  7,  1868,  married  G.  H. 
Holmes,  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  and  Ralph 
Elmer,  born  May  I,  1873,  married  Bessie  Mil- 
lencamp,  and  now  resides  in  South  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  Northway  married  second,  August  22, 
1886,  Mrs.  Estella  I.  (Green)  Wheeler,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Alton,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred January  26,  1890.  Mr.  Northway  is 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  has  served  as  adjutant  of  several  posts, 
and  is  at  present  chaplain  of  his  own  post.  He 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  State  Police. 

Edwin  K.  Benson. — Wide-awake,  enter- 
prising and  highly  progressive,  Edwin  K.  Ben- 
son, of  Monroe  township,  holds  a  prominent 
position  among  the  substantial  and  esteemed 
residents  of  Ashtabula  county.  A  son  of  Ju- 
lius and  Delia  (Davis)  Benson,  he  was  born 
September  20.  1874,  in  Kelloggville,  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio.  Further  parental  and  an- 
cestral history  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  his 
brother,  J.  C.  Benson. 

Completing  his  early  education  in  the  Jeffer- 
son high  school,  Mr.  Benson  began  his  career 
as  a  contractor  when  a  lad  of  seventeen  years, 
first  taking  logging  contracts.  He  has  since 
extended  his  operations  in  that  line,  and  for 
the  past  two  years  has  been  working  for  the 
Kellogg  and  Kellahan  Company,  putting  in 
macadamized  roads.  He  has  now  a  contract 
in  Monroe  township,  Ashtabula  county,  to 
build  two  miles  and  two  hundred  feet  of  mac- 
adam road,  the  road  to  be  twenty-two  feet 
wide,  with  the  stone  inlaying  fourteen  feet  in 
width,  the  total  cost  of  the  work  being  $16,000. 
In  the  filling  of  this  contract.  Mr.  Benson 
employs  fifty  men  and  thirty  teams. 
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Mr.  Benson  is  an  expert  farmer,  owning 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  of  rich  and 
fertile  land,  the  management  of  which  he  per- 
sonally superintends.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  raising  and  selling  stock,  and  keeps  a  dairy 
of  twenty  or  thirty  cows,  and  for  the  last  eight 
years  has  made  a  high  grade  of  butter,  for 
which  he  receives  the  best  market  price.  He 
has  good  improvements  on  the  place,  and  ex- 
pects soon  to  build  a  barn,  sixty  by  eighty  feet 
dimensions. 

Mr.  Benson  married,  in  1900,  Tinnie  Scrib- 
ner,  who  was  born  in  1877,  a  daughter  of 
Carlos  and  Josephine  (Sweet)  Scribner.  Po- 
litically a  Republican,  Mr.  Benson  has  several 
times  been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions. 
He  was  road  supervisor  one  year,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  State  Police. 

Loren  Hicks. — A  native,  and  to  the  manner 
born,  Loren  Hicks  has  been  active  in  advanc- 
ing the  agricultural  and  industrial  interests  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  is  now  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming  successfully  in  Monroe  township, 
on  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred  May  26, 
1844.  He  is  of  pioneer  ancestry,  his  grand- 
father, David  Hicks,  having  located  in  Ashta- 
bula county  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

David  Hicks  was  born  in  Batavia,  New 
York,  in  1778.  He  subsequently  lived  for  a 
while  in  Canada,  from  there  coming  to  Ohio. 
He  married,  in  1810,  Orange  De  Moranville, 
who  was  born  August  30.  1786,  their  marriage 
being  the  first  one  recorded  in  Ashtabula 
county.  He  died  in  1819,  while  in  manhood's 
prime,  on  his  home  farm,  in  Conneaut  town- 
ship, near  Amboy.  His  widow  survived  him, 
passing  away  September  1,  1879,  at  a  venerable 
age.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Josiah,  born  about  1811,  mar- 
ried Julia  Badger,  and  died  August  28,  1883 ; 
Electa,  born  in  1812.  married  Lorenzo  Scrib- 
ner and  died  in  1878 ;  Stephen,  who  was  the 
father  of  Loren  Hicks,  and  Almira,  who  died 
December  17,  1865.  married  first  Rensselaer 
Bugbee.  and  married  second  Lewis  Ward. 

Stephen  Hicks  was  born  in  Batavia,  New 
York,  October  4,  181 5,  and  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Ashtabula  county,  passing  away  on  his 
farm,  in  Monroe  township,  December  17,  1865. 
He  was  an  industrious,  hard-working  man,  and 
by  his  energetic  efforts  cleared  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness,  being  actively  employed  in  lumber- 
ing and  farming  throughout  his  career.  To 
him   and  his   wife,   whose   maiden   name   was 
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Polly  Mitchell,  five  children  were  born, 
namely:  Marcia,  who  married  Wells  Davis, 
was  born  in  1840  and  died  in  1890:  Malinda, 
born  in  1842,  married  Edwin  Davis,  and 
resides  in  Kansas ;  Loren,  the  special  subject  of 
this  brief  biographical  review ;  Ellen,  born  in 
1847,  is  the  wife  of  Jerry  Howard,  of  Kansas : 
and  Cornelia,  who  was  born  in  1851.  married 
first  Eugene  Beardsley,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  ot  Amilo  Waterman,  of  Pier- 
pont,  Ashtabula  county. 

Brought  up  on  the  parental  homestead, 
Loren  Hicks  assisted  his  father  in  a  part  of  the 
pioneer  work  of  preparing  the  land  for  culti- 
vation, and  likewise  worked  with  him  in  the 
lumber  camps  and  saw  mill  from  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  About  twenty  years  ago  Mr. 
Hicks  gave  up  his  operations  in  timber, 
whereby  he  and  his  father  used  to  buy  wood 
lots,  cut  down  the  giant  progeny  of  the  forest, 
convert  the  huge  logs  into  lumber,  and  sell  the 
lumber  at  the  nearest  markets.  Buying  then 
the  interest  of  the  remaining  heirs  in  the  old 
home  farm,  he  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  devoting  his 
eighty  acres  of  land  to  general  farming  and 
dairying. 

Mr.  Hicks  married,  in  October,  1870,  Amy 
Chase.  She  died  a  few  years  later,  leaving 
three  children,  namely ;  William,  born  in  1872, 
married  Lena  Adams,  and  resides  in  Kelloggs- 
ville,  Ashtabula  county ;  Herbert,  born  in  1874. 
married  Lizzie  Hoeg,  and  lives  in  Monroe 
township ;  and  Ernest  L.,  born  in  1877,  married 
Lina  Jary,  and  is  a  resident  of  Monroe  town- 
ship. Mr.  Hicks  married  second,  in  1881,  Nel- 
lie Brewster,  and  to  them  four  children  have 
been  born,  namely:  Margaret,  who  was  born 
in  1883,  is  the  wife  of  Harold  Anderson,  of 
North  Conneaut;  Flora,  born  in  1886.  married 
William  Van  Schaik,  of  Monroe  township ; 
Jay  E.,  born  in  1888,  married  Grace  Rose,  and 
lives  on  the  home  farm ;  and  Jesse,  born  in 
1890.  is  chief  cook  in  the  County  House. 
Politically,  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  for  twenty  years  served  acceptably  as 
township  trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Police,  and  also  belongs  to  the  local  grange-. 

Jacob  Tuckerman. — The  history  of  educa- 
tion in  Ohio  presents  no  type  of  professional 
teacher  finer  than  that  which  is  represented  by 
the  high-minded,  scholarly,  unselfish  Jacob 
Tuckerman,  who  devoted  his  long  life  with 
indefatigable  energy  and  zeal  to  the  intellectual 
and  moral  training  of  the  young.    His  range  of 


labor  extended  from  the  borders  of  Lake  Erie 
to  the  shores  of  the  Ohio  river,  though  the 
field  of  his  most  effective  and  longest  continued 
work  was  the  Western  Reserve  and  especially 
the  county  of  Ashtabula,  so  celebrated  for  its 
men  and  women  of  liberal  culture  and  inde- 
pendent character.  In  his  own  section  and  by 
his  multitude  of  appreciative  and  enthusiastic 
friends  and  disciples  Mr.  Tuckerman  was  not 
inappropriately  regarded  as  one  of  the  worth- 
iest, most  accomplished  and  best  loved  of  the 
many  noble  educators  of  his  day  and  genera- 
tion. When  in  February,  1897,  he  ceased  from 
his  mortal  toils,  falling  in  the  very  harness  of 
school  work,  a  local  newspaper,  the  Orwell 
News  Salter,  published  an  obituary  of  the  de- 
ceased veteran,  beginning  with  the  words : 
"Professor  Tuckerman  is  dead.  Ohio's  great- 
est educator  has  heard  his  last  class,  has  re- 
ceived his  final  report." 

Jacob  Tuckerman  was  born  July  31.  1824. 
in  Sterling,  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  and 
was  related  to  the  Boston  Tuckermans  and  the 
Putmans,  whose  ancestors  were  among  the 
early  colonists  of  New  England.  His  father. 
Isaac  Tuckerman,  moved  to  Potsdam.  New 
York,  where  Jacob  attended  public  school,  and 
in  the  year  of  1836  the  family  came  to  Ohio 
and  settled  at  Orwell,  in  which  place  Isaac 
Tuckerman  established  a  tannery.  The  son  in 
his  teens  worked  in  this  tannery  during  the 
summers,  but  went  to  school,  and  later  taught 
school,  in  the  winter  seasons.  Opportunities 
for  study  took  him  in  1839  to  Kingsville. 
where,  becoming  deeply  interested  in  religion, 
he  joined  the  Presbyterian  church.  The  next 
year  he  taught  in  Saybrook,  and  in  1845-6  was 
a  teacher  in  Rome  Academy,  interrupting  his 
school  work  by  intervals  of  labor  in  the  tan 
yard.  He  entered  Oberlin  College  as  a-  senior 
in  the  teacher's  course  in  1847.  but  did  not 
graduate,  being  obliged  to  return  home  in  the 
spring  of  1848  on  account  of  his  father's  ill- 
ness. During  the  winter  term  of  1848-9  he 
taught  in  Monroe,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Tuckerman  was  married  on  April  23. 
1849,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellinwood,  of  Rock 
("reek-,  who  like  himself  was  of  Revolutionary 
stock  and  Puritan  lineage.  Mrs.  Tuckerman  is 
a  lady  of  education  and  refinement,  a  faithful 
worker  in  every  good  cause  and  a  graceful 
writer  in  prose  and  verse.  She  was  the  inspi- 
ration and  adviser  of  her  husband  in  his  pro- 
fessional' career. 

Si  Kin  after  his  marriage  Professor  Tucker- 
man was  elected  the  superintendent  of  schools 
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for  Ashtabula  count)',  this  office  having  been 
created  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature.  He 
held  the  office  two  years,  and  during  his  ad- 
ministration, as  is  learned  from  a  memorial 
sketch  by  T.  P.  Treat,  "the  school  enjoyed  a 
nigh  degree  of  prosperity,  new  efficacy  was  in- 
creased and  the  cause  of  popular  education  was 
greatly  advanced.  *  *  *  Dr.  Tuckerman 
enjoyed  the  distinction  of  having  been  the  sec- 
ond county  superintendent  of  schools  Ohio  has 
ever  had." 

In  1852,  when  Orwell  Academy  was  built. 
he  was  made  the  principal,  and  there  he  re- 
mained during  the  following  five  years.  There 
were  at  that  time  seven  prosperous  academies 
in  Ashtabula  county.  Professor  Tuckerman 
left  Orwell  in  the  fall  of  1857  to  accept  the 
chair  of  mathematics  in  Farmers'  College,  near 
Cincinnati,  while  three  years  later,  in  i860,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  college,  a  position 
he  retained  until  1867,  when  he  resigned  and 
soon  afterward  organized  the  State  Sunday 
School  Union,  in  the  interest  of  which  he  trav- 
eled for  two  years  or  more,  partly  as  a  means 
of  checking  the  threatened  appearance  of  a 
pulmonary  disease.  He  was  a  delegate  of  the 
Ohio  Sunday  School  Association  to  the  world's 
convention  of  Sunday-school  workers  in  Lon- 
don, England. 

He  was  called  in  1868  to  Austinburg  to  take 
charge  of  Grand  River  Institute,  an  academy 
over  which  he  presided  for  about  fourteen 
years,  and  which  under  his  administration  at- 
tained prosperity  and  a  proud  reputation. 
From  Austinburg  he  transferred  his  valuable 
services  to  the  town  of  New  Lyme,  succeeding 
Professor  D.  J.  N.  Ward  as  principal  of  the 
institute  in  1882.  and  this  responsible  post  he 
continued  to  occupy  until  the  date  of  his  death, 
fifteen  years  afterward. 

From  the  record  here  given  it  appears  that 
Dr.  Tuckerman  devoted  more  than  fifty  years 
of  his  active  service  to  the  cause  of  education, 
in  the  daily,  real  work  of  the  recitation  room. 
The  editor  of  the  Ashtabula  Standard  esti- 
mated that  "Probably  there  is  not  a  teacher  in 
Ohio  who  has  instructed  so  many  students  as 
have  been  taught  by  Mr.  Tuckerman."  and 
adds  "In  Ashtabula  county  he  was  almost  a 
family  man  in  every  household,  there  being  but 
few  families  of  which  some  member  has  not 
at  some  time  been  under  his  fostering  care." 
And  Air.  Howells,  brother  of  the  novelist, 
wrote  in  his  newspaper,  the  Sentinel,  "It  has 
been  our  good  fortune  to  know  Professor 
Tuckerman  for  thirty  vears.     He  always  im- 


pressed us  with  his  earnestness  in  all  that  he 
had  to  do.  What  he  thought  was  the  right 
thing  for  him  to  do  he  did  with  all  his  might. 
The  hundreds,  and  indeed  we  are  safe  in  saying 
the  thousands,  of  men  and  women  who  are 
indebted  to  him  for  their  start  in  life  in  the 
line  of  education  treasure  his  memory  as  a 
blessed  heritage." 

Air.  Tuckerman  was  a  clear  and  impressive 
public  speaker,  a  lucid  and  forcible  writer,  a 
most  agreeable  comrade.  He  treated  with 
genial  affability  his  fellow  men  of  whatever 
rank  or  disposition.  Though  firmly  adherent 
to  his  own  convictions  and  line  of  conduct  he 
was  tolerant  of  dissenting  opinions  and  of  per- 
sons his  opposite  in  habits.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican,  in  creed  a  Presbyterian,  in  sym- 
pathy a  cosmopolitan.  He  belonged  to  the 
Masonic  order,  and  had  taken  the  thirty-second 
degree,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  lodge  that  lately  received  President 
Taft  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  Tuckerman  was 
strongly  anti-slavery  and  strictly  a  temperance 
advocate.  The  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  Oberlin  College,  and 
that  of  Ph.  D.  by  some  Southern  college. 

With  this  tribute  to  his  memory  by  one  who 
knew  and  honored  him  we  close,  quoting  a 
passage  from  the  eulogy  of  W.  G.  Richardson, 
editor  of  the  Andover  (Ohio)  Citizen,  of  Feb- 
ruary 12.  1897:  "Wherever  words  might  be 
written  to  attest  the  sterling  worth  and  the 
strong  character  of  Jacob  Tuckerman  they 
would  be  but  feeble  expressions  of  his  great 
worth.  He  was  a  teacher  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  term,  vigorous,  strong,  kind  but  firm, 
never  failing  to  impress  his  personality  upon 
those  who  came  under  his  instruction.  He 
came  in  close  touch  and  feeling  with  his  pupils, 
and  so  great  was  his  influence  that  he  almost 
became  a  part  of  their  daily  thought  and  ac- 
tions. Fathers  who  had  given- up  all  hope  of 
inspiring  their  sons  to  greater  efforts  for 
higher  endeavors  have  gone  to  Professor 
Tuckerman  to  enlist  his  aid  and  kindly  guid- 
ance for  their  children,  and  seldom  did  they 
fail  to  find  in  him  that  source  of  strength  and 
power  which  when  brought  to  bear  upon  im- 
petuous youth  was  an  inspiration  for  good  that 
never  deserted  them.  Many  men  today,  middle 
aged,  will  say  that  the  turning  point  in  their 
lives  for  usefulness  was  the  day  that  they  first 
became  students  of  this  beloved  teacher." 

Arthur  H.  Df.an\  a  general  and  successful 
farmer,  also  operating  a  dairy,  who  resides  on 
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a  comfortable  homestead  of  150  acres  in  Mon- 
roe township.  Ashtabula  county,  is  a  pro- 
gressive member  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Society,  interested  in  the  public  advancement 
of  his  community  and  a  citizen  of  enterprise 
and  moral  worth.  He  is  of  a  well  known  Xew 
England  family,  early  settled  in  Connecticut, 
his  grandfather,  Harvey  Dean,  having  been 
born  in  that  state  August  16.  1778.  This  ances- 
tor married  Phebe  Kellogg,  transferred  the 
interests  of  his  branch  of  the  family  to  Ashta- 
bula county  and  died  as  a  citizen  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve  in  1829.  His  son,  Chauncey,  was 
born  in  Monroe  township,  that  count)-.  July 
13,  1 82 j,  and,  like  all  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious men  who  were  ambitious  to  make  the 
most  of  their  opportunities  in  the  pioneer  times, 
worked  faithfully  at  whatever  honorable  occu- 
pation offered.  The  cultivation  of  the  land  was 
the  basis  of  his  support,  but  he  also  worked  at 
his  trade  of  w-agon  making  and  engaged  in 
lumbering.  For  over  fifty  years  he  was  also  an 
ardent  and  hard-working  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  assisted  in  the  founding,  of  sev- 
eral of  the  early  churches  in  the  township,  was 
long  a  trustee  of  his  own  society,  and  in  numer- 
ous ways  was  public  spirited  and  strongly  in- 
fluential. His  death  occurred  July  8,  1907. 
The  deceased  was  married,  on  August  23, 
1849,  to  Miss  Calista  Miles,  who  was  born  in 
Lyndon,  Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  on  the 
6th  of  March,  1825,  coming  from  her  native 
state  to  Ashtabula  county  when  only  nine  years 
of  age  and  being  one  of  the  family  conveyed 
hither  in  a  slow  but  sure  ox-cart.  By  her  mar- 
riage to  Chauncey  Dean  she  became  the  mother 
of  the  following:  Hamilton,  who  was  born 
July  13,  1850,  and  died  February  23,  1871 ; 
Cora,  born  December  5,  1851,  who  married 
Stephen  M.  Edwards  and  lives  in  West  Spring- 
field, Erie  county,  Pennsylvania ;  Arthur,  of 
this  sketch,  and  Minnie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Sidney  Hill,  whose  biography  appears  else- 
where. 

Mr.  Dean,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Monroe 
township,  born  March  9,  1858,  like  his  honored 
father,  has  made  agriculture  the  chief  study 
and  occupation  of  his  life,  but  not  to  the  exclu- 
sion or  neglect  of  the  affairs  and  movements 
which  benefit  his  community.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Grange  and  County  Agricul- 
tural Society,  having  been  identified  with  the 
latter  for  the  past  eight  years.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  State  Police  and  Home  Guards 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  organizations  which 
have  come  into  such  favorable  notice  of  late 


years  as  stanch  advocates  and  supporters  of 
law  and  order.  Mr.  Dean  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  firm  believers 
in  Methodism,  both  as  a  religious  faith  and 
an  organization  of  good  works.  On  March 
9,  1882,  he  married  Miss  Elvira  Randall,  of 
West  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Caroline  (Ferguson) 
Randall,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing :  Mabel  Rea,  born  in  1885,  who  lives  in 
Xew  York,  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Westcott,  and 
Carolyn, born  in  1893,  who  resides  with  her  par- 
ents. Mrs.  Dean  is  a  lady  of  forceful  and  refined 
character,  for  several  years  before  her  mar- 
riage being  a  school  teacher  in  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  W.  Hunter. — In  the  work  of  prac- 
tical criminology  Jacob  W.  Hunter,  who  re- 
tired from  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Lake  county, 
January  4,  1909,  gained  a  high  reputation  in 
the  apprehension  of  malefactors  of  various 
orders,  and  he  has  also  done  much  efficient 
service  as  a  detective.  He  is  one  of  the  popu- 
lar citizens  of  Painesville,  which  has  repre- 
sented his  home  since  1896,  and  the  citizens  in 
general  throughout  Lake  county  will  read  with 
interest  this  brief  resume  of  the  career  of  their 
able  ex-sheriff. 

Born  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  April  4,  1869, 
Jacob  W.  Hunter  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Betsey  (Smith)  Hunter,  both  of  whom  were 
likewise  natives  of  that  county,  where  the 
respective  families  settled  in  an  early  day. 
When  the  subject  of  this  review  was  about 
four  vears  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Miami  county,  Kansas,  where  he  received  his 
rudimentary  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  where  both  of  his  parents  died,  when  he 
was  about  twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  then 
taken  into  the  home  of  relatives  in  his  native 
county  in  Missouri,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  where  he  finished  his  studies  in 
the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he 
was  identified  principally  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Missouri  until  he  had  attained  to  his 
legal  majority.  He  then,  in  1890.  came  to 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  in  company  with  Harry 
Avery,  by  whom  he  was  employed  for  three 
seasons  at  the  Pine  Crest  hotel,  a  summer  re- 
sort on  Little  mountain,  a  few  miles  distant 
from  Painesville.  He  was  thereafter  employed 
about  three  years  as  gripman  on  the  street 
railways  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  in  1896 
he  became  an  emplove  of  the  Cleveland, 
Painesville    &    Eastern    Railroad    Company, 
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operating  an  electric  interurban  system.  He 
operated  a  car  for  this  company,  as  motorman, 
on  the  route  between  Cleveland  and  Paines- 
ville,  until  1904,  in  which  year  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Lake  county,  on  the 
Republican  ticket.  He  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  shrievalty  January  1,  1905,  was  elected  as 
his  own  successor  in  1906,  and  retired  from 
office  at  the  expiration  of  his  second  term, 
January  4,  1909.  In  1906  he  apprehended  the 
greatest  number  of  convicts  ever  sent  to  the 
state  penitentiary  from  Lake  county  in  a  sin- 
gle year.  He  gave  an  admirable  administra- 
tion and  gained  strong  popular  endorsement 
at  the  polls,  having  led  his  ticket  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  second  election.  He  has  rendered 
yeoman  service  in  the  party  cause  and  is 
known  as  one  of  the  uncompromising  advo- 
cates of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  several  Republican  state  conventions 
in  Ohio,  and  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  con- 
gressional and  county  conventions.  He  is  a 
member  of  various  fraternal  and  civic  organ- 
izations, and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  besides  which 
he  has  crossed  the  burning  sands  of  the  desert 
and  gained  membership  in  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

In  the  city  of  Painesville,  on  July  27,  1902, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hunter 
to  Miss  Rose  Campbell,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Lake  county  and  who  is  a  daughter 
of  Charles  C.  and  Rose  (Curtis)  Campbell. 
Her  father  was  born  at  Kirtland,  this  county, 
May  17,  1832,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Electa  (  Allen)  Campbell,  who  were  numbered 
among  the  sterling  pioneers  of  the  county, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their 
death.  Charles  C.  Campbell  became  one  of 
the  successful  farmers  and  influential  citizens 
of  Kirtland  township,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  for  many  years.  He  then  retired  from 
active  labors  and  removed  to  the  city  of 
Painesville,  where  he  died  in  1901,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Huron  county.  Ohio,  and  was  a  child  of  four 
years  at  the  time  of  her  parents'  removal  to 
Kirtland.  Lake  county,  where  she  passed  the 
greater  portion  of  life.  She  died  in  Paines- 
ville. April  11,  1909,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren— Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
Proctor,  of  Orion,  .Michigan  ;  Frederick,  who 
owns  the  old  homestead  farm  and  maintains 
his  residence  in  Painesville;  Delbert,  who  like- 


wise resides  in  Painesville ;  and  Rose,  who  is 
the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hunter  have  two  children,  Doris  and 
Carl. 

Corodyne  O.  Rust. — A  native  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve  and  numbered  among  its  repre- 
sentative farmers  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Corodyne  O.  Rust  was  a  member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Lake  county,  and  was 
a  man  whose  life  was  guided  and  governed  by 
the  highest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor. 
His  widow  now  maintains  her  home  in  the 
city  of  Painesville,  whither  she  removed  from 
Geauga  county  after  his  demise. 

Corodyne  O.  Rust  was  born  in  Concord 
township,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  April  26,  1848, 
and  died  on  his  fine  homestead  farm  in  Char- 
don  township,  Geauga  county,  June  27,  1898. 
He  was  reared  to  maturity  in  his  native 
county,  where  his  educational  advantages  in 
his  youth  were  those  of  the  common  schools 
of  Concord  township.  After  leaving  the  home 
farm  he  continued  to  devote  his  attention  to 
farm  work,  in  connection  with  which  occupa- 
tion he  went  to  Geauga  township  and  found 
employment  on  the  farm  of  the  mother  of  his 
future  wife.  In  Chardon  township,  that 
county,  on  June  7,  1873,  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  L.  Baker,  daugh- 
ter of  Luther  and  Eliza  Ann  (West)  Baker, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Connecticut 
August  20,  1828,  a  daughter  of  Edgar  and 
Margaret  (Wilson)  West,  who  came  to  Ohio 
and  settled  in  Chardon  township,  Geauga 
county,  in  1831.  Edgar  West  was  born  Janu- 
ary 8,  1799,  and  his  wife  April  3  of  the  same 
year.  Luther  Baker  and  Eliza  Ann  West 
were  married  December  10,  1846.  He  was  a 
son  of  Hosea  and  Betsey  Wintchell  Baker,  and 
was  born  October  8,  1821.  His  parents  came 
from  Connecticut  to  Ohio  and  settled  two 
miles  south  of  Painesville,  on  what  has  long 
been  known  as  the  Cloverdale  farm.  They 
soon  removed  to  another  farm  in  that  vicinity, 
and  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  15,  1867,  Mr.  Baker  was  the  owner 
of  a  well  improved  farm,  the  major  portion 
of  which  lay  across  the  line  from  Concord 
township  in  Chardon  township,  Geauga 
county.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  and  her 
death  occurred  February  22,  1897.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom 
the  elder  is  the  widow  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir ;  the  other  child,  Edgar,  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years. 
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Mrs.  Rust  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Chardon  township,  January  5,  1850, 
and  was  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
father's  death.  She  received  good  educational 
training  in  her  girlhood  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  with  her  widowed  mother  until 
and  after  her  marriage.  Her  mother  had  em- 
ployed Mr.  Rust  to  supervise  the  practical 
work  of  the  farm,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the 
daughter  had  charge  of  the  business  affairs 
of  the  place.  After  continuing  under  these 
conditions  for  a  period  of  about  four  years,  the 
daughter  married  Mr.  Rust,  and  thus  the  alli- 
ance previously  maintained  in  a  business  way 
was  now  cemented  by  the  closer  ties  of  wed- 
lock. The  devoted  mother  continued  to  re- 
side with  them  until  her  death,  and  Mrs.  Rust 
remained  on  the  farm  for  four  years  after  the 
death  of  her  husband.  She  then,  in  1902,  re- 
moved to  Painesville,  where  she  purchased  an 
attractive  residence  property  and  where  she 
has  since  continued  to  make  her  home.  Before 
the  death  of  her  husband  they  had  purchased 
adjoining  tracts  of  land  until  their  estate  com- 
prised nearly  three  hundred  acres.  The  object 
in  securing  additional  land  was  to  make  pro- 
vision for  each  of  their  children.  Mrs.  Rust 
has,  however,  found  it  expedient  to  dispose  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  property,  of 
which  she  retains  about  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty acres.  Mr.  Rust  was  a  man  of  energy 
and  mature  judgment,  was  successful  in  his 
business  operations  as  a  thorough  agriculturist 
and  stock-grower,  and  left  to  his  children  the 
heritage  of  a  good  name  and  of  worthy  deeds 
performed.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rust,  the  following  brief  record  is  entered,  in 
fitting  conclusion  of  this  sketch :  Luther  Baker 
Rust,  who  is  employed  in  the  Nickel  Plate 
mill,  at  Painesville,  married  Miss  Ruby  J. 
Burr,  and  they  have  no  children ;  Bert  H.,  who 
is  associated  in  the  ownership  of  the  Nickel 
Plate  mill,  at  Painesville,  married  Miss  Alice 
June  Emerson,  and  they  have  no  children; 
Gertrude  Emeline  is  the  wife  of  Bert  E.  Stan- 
hope, employed  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company,  and  they  have  one  child,  Wilda 
Eliza ;  Louis  remains  with  his  mother  at  their 
home  in  Painesville ;  and  Piatt  W.,  who  is  a 
mason  contractor,  having  his  home  in  a  resi- 
dence next  to  that  of  his  mother,  married  Miss 
Laura  E.  Benedict,  and  they  have  no  children. 

George   W.   Jennings. — One   of   the   first 
families  to  select  Portage  county  as  their  home 


was  the  Jennings.  David  Jennings,  the  grand- 
father of  George  W.,  drove  through  from  the 
New  England  states  in  1802,  when  this  part  of 
the  country  was  inhabited  almost  solely  by  In- 
dians and  wild  animals,  and  purchasing  a  farm 
of  115  acres,  the  purchase  price  being  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  an  acre,  he  cleared  and  improved 
his  land,  erected  his  log  cabin  and  also  built 
both  saw  and  grist  mills,  the  latter  in  connec- 
tion with  a  man  named  Robert  Eaton.  After 
many  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  labor 
David  Jennings  passed  to  his  final  reward  on 
January  10,  1856,  and  was  laid  to  rest  among 
others  of  the  honored  pioneer  residents  of 
Portage  county.  His  wife,  Hanna  Wellman, 
had  died  in  1840. 

Among  the  children  of  David  and  Hanna 
Jennings  was  the  son,  Louis  E.,  who  was  born 
in  Ravenna  township  July  14,  181 1,  and  in 
January,  1833,  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Knowlton.  She  was  born  in  Maine,  January 
14,  1812,  being  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Knowl- 
ton, also  of  that  state,  and  she  came  to  Ra- 
venna, Ohio,  in  October  of  1832.  After  their 
marriage  Louis  E.  Jennings  and  wife  located 
on  the  farm  with  Mr.  Jennings'  parents,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  there,  he 
dying  October  11,  1894,  and  his  wife  October, 
5,  1895.  Seven  of  their  children  lived  to  years 
of  maturity,  namely:  Hanna,  the  wife  of 
Hugh  Wain  and  a  resident  of  Cleveland ; 
Amelia,  on  the  old  home  place ;  George  W. 
and  Martha  W.,  twins,  and  the  latter  is  the 
widow  of  J.  W.  Gledhill  and  a  resident  of 
Coshocton  county,  Ohio;  Helen  M.,  Arimenta 
L.  and  Albert  B.,  all  also  on  the  old  Jennings 
farm. 

George  W.  Jennings  was  born  in  Ravenna 
township,  February  22,  1840,  and  he  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  36  years.  In  1872  he  bought  sixty 
acres  of  farming  land  just  north  of  his  father's 
place,  and  March  16,  1882,  he  added  thereto 
ninety-three  acres,  all  in  one  body  and  lying 
in  Ravenna  township.  He  married,  June  7, 
1876,  Jessie  F.  Bartlett,  from  Berlin,  in  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Chauncey 
L.  and  Martha  (Musser)  Bartlett,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Delaware  county,  New  York,  and 
of  Petersburg,  Ohio.  The  father  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents  when  a  small  boy.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  are :  Louis 
B..  born  January  4,  1878,  and  proprietor  of 
the  Star  Bakery  at  Ravenna,  and  George 
Ralph,  born  October  8.  1879.  an  agriculturist 
in  Ravenna  township.   Mr.  Jennings  is  a  Dem- 


CJ« « /r?t.     c6*«<  £*-    @«A**. 


jZL*^    tff^A, 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


ocrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Ravenna  Grange,  Xo.  32.  Mrs. 
Jennings  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

David  Baker  is  so  bright  mentally  and  phys- 
ically so  well  preserved  that,  although  now  in 
his  eighty-first  year,  he  is  thoroughly  enjoying 
life  as  a  retired  farmer  of  Lodi  and  a  not 
inactive  member  of  the  community.  He  re- 
sides in  a  comfortable  homestead  embracing  a 
good  residence  and  five  acres  of  land,  devoted 
to  pasture  and  the  raising  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, all  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
village ;  so  that,  while  still  retaining  his  touch 
with  mother  earth  he  is  in  close  contact  with 
his  old  friends,  especially  with  the  local  veter- 
ans of  the  Methodist  church.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  among  the  oldest  members  of  the 
local  organization,  Mr.  Baker  being  one  of  the 
two  surviving  charter  members  and  for  many 
years  one  of  its  most  active  trustees.  Thus 
honored  for  his  many  years  of  usefulness, 
morality  and  devoutness,  David  Baker  has  only 
one  higher  translation  awaiting  him,  and  his 
many  friends  sincerely  trust  that  the  day  of  its 
coming,  may  be  distant. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a  native  of  Milton  township, 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  born  November  5.  1829, 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Trump)  Baker,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  came  to 
Wooster  in  1824,  married  in  Wayne  county 
and  lived  on  and  cultivated  his  wife's  farm  of 
forty  acres.  He  finally  bought  a  homestead 
in  Canaan  township,  acquired  other  property 
and  became  a  prosperous  agriculturist  and 
citizen.  He  died  in  Wooster  and  his  wife  spent 
her  last  years  on  the  farm  mentioned.  There 
was  reared  David  Baker,  the  only  survivor  of 
the  children  of  his  father's  first  marriage. 
David  attended  district  school  and  the  Old 
Academy;  taught  two  terms  of  winter  school 
and  then  turned  his  serious  attention  to  farm- 
ing, lie  first  purchased  one  hundred  and  eight 
acre-:  afterward  sold  fifteen  acres  to  the  rail- 
mad,  and  he  still  retains  the  ninety-three  acres 
just  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  Lodi.  which 
he  has  held,  worked  and  improved  continuously 
for  a  period  of  forty  years;  this,  in  addition 
to  his  comely  homestead  within  the  village 
itself. 

In  1854  Mr.  Baker  married  Miss  Charlotte 
I  hambers,  daughter  of  William  and  Esther 
Chambers,  of  Guilford  township,  this  county, 
and  very  old  residents  of  that  place.  Three 
daughters  were  born  of  this  union,  as  follows: 


Ida  May ;  Rosella,  who  married  Professor  W. 
R.  Grannis,  and  resides  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  tne  family  on  the  old  Baker  homestead ; 
and  Dora  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Professor 
A.  M.  Madison.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  1893,  devoted  to  her  husband  and  fam- 
ily and  the  Methodist  church. 

Professor  William  R.  Grannis,  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  paragraph,  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  teacher.  He  is  a  native  of  Hol- 
land, Michigan,  born  in  May,  1848,  son  of 
Horace  R.  and  Electa  (Pease)  Grannis.  After 
passing  through  the  high  school  he  entered 
Oberlin  College,  where  he  pursued  special 
courses  for  some  time.  He  then  commenced 
teaching,  his  labors  embracing  both  Lodi, 
Berea  and  Leroy,  but,  on  account  of  uncertain 
health,  has  been  obliged  to  periodically  resort 
to  farming.  Professor  Grannis  is  highly  re- 
spected both  for  his  talents  and  his  moral  char- 
acter. By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Rosella  Baker, 
in  1877,  ne  lias  become  the  father  of  May, 
Charlotte,  Howard,  Ruth  and  Ralph  Grannis. 
Both  parents  are  honored  members  of  the 
First  Methodist  church. 

James  Weller  Hartle. — Among  the  na- 
tive born  sons  of  Portage  county  is  numbered 
James  W.  Hartle.  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Rootstown  township,  September  16,  1848,  a 
son  of  Alva  Baldwin  and  Elvira  (Likens) 
Hartle,  the  father  born  in  Rootstown  town- 
ship, November  22,  1822,  and  the  mother  in 
Berlin,  Mahoning  county.  October  18,  1822. 
He  is  a  grandson  of  Samuel  and  Polly  (Poe) 
Hartle,  from  New  York,  and  of  Thomas  and 
Judy  (Ripple)  Likens,  from  the  New  England 
states,  but  all  were  among  the  early  residents 
of  Portage  county,  Ohio.  The  paternal  grand- 
father took  up  his  abode  here  when  the  land 
was  covered  with  timber,  and  cutting  away 
trees  and  brush  on  his  farm  he  erected  on  the 
clearing  the  splendid  home  which  is  yet  stand- 
ing, though  greatly  remodeled,  and  the  farm 
is  yet  in  the  family  name.  He  was  born 
about  the  year  of  1795,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years,  while  his  wife  died  some  years 
later.  The  grandparents  on  the  maternal  side 
\vere  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Ravenna 
township,  also  settling  in  the  dense  timber, 
and  there  the  grandfather  died  at  the  good 
old  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1871  aged  ninety-nine  years. 
After  their  marriage  Alva  and  Elvira  Hartle 
settled  on  his  father's  old  home  place,  in  the 
log  house,  and  some  years  afterward  moved  to 
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another  place  in  the  same  township,  while 
finally  and  in  connection  with  his  brother  he 
bought  the  home  farm  in  Ravenna  township  on 
which  he  died  in  November,  1894,  his  widow 
yet  surviving  and  residing  in  Kent,  this  state. 
There  were  seven  children  in  their  family,  as 
follows:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Harry  Davis,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  Augusta,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ;  Susan  E.,  the 
wife  of  Elias  Willyard,  of  Kent;  Emma,  wife 
of  Eugene  Paulus,  of  Ravenna,  Ohio;  John, 
who  died  when  six  months  old ;  and  Cora,  the 
wife  of  Adam  Lindh,  also  of  Pittsburg. 

James  W.  Hartle  remained  with  his  parents 
and  assisted  with  the  work  of  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  then 
after  farming  as  a  renter  in  Shalerville  town- 
ship two  years,  he  bought  his  present  home 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  where 
he  is  extensively  engaged  in  a  general  line 
of  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  married 
in  July,  1894,  Barbara  K.  Watson,  born  in 
Monroe  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William 
P.  and  Pleasant  Ann  (Burr)  Watson,  and  on 
the  paternal  side  a  granddaughter  of  Yoho 
and  Mary  (Brown)  Watson.  Isaac  C.  Burr, 
her  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  December 
24,  1805,  while  his  wife,  nee  Mary  Gilham, 
was  born  May  19,  1831,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows :  William  Rees,  of  Franklin 
county,  Ohio;  Thomas  Gilham  and  John  Cal- 
vin, both  in  Indiana :  Maria  Jan'e,  the  wife 
of  William  Berry,  of  East  Oakland,  California  ; 
David  Thomas,  also  of  Indiana ;  Lee  Palmer, 
of  Ft.  Smith,  Arkansas;  Ruthana  N.,  de- 
ceased ;  Pleasant  Ann,  who  became  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Hartle ;  and  Leonora  Frances,  wife  of 
George  Albaugh,  of  Novelty,  this  state.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartle  are: 
Oneda  M.,  at  home  with  her  parents;  Anna 
Elvira  and  John,  both  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy; Gladys  May  and  Dorothy  May.  Mr. 
Hartle  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Arba  E.  Vrooman,  of  the  firm  of  W.  F. 
Vrooman  &  Son,  was  born  at  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
June  21,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Warren  F. 
and  Sarah  (Carter)  Vrooman.  Warren  F. 
Vrooman,  born  in  Perry,  Ohio,  has  now  re- 
tired from  active  business  life,  and  resides  at 
Painesville. 

Arba  E.  Vrooman  is  a  partner  with  his  son 
Howard  in  the  Painesville  Celery  Company, 
growers  of  celery  and  onion  seed,  at  Paines- 
ville. a  stock  company,  having  a  capital  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  They  have  about  twenty 
acres  of  celerv,  and  seven  to  twelve  acres  of 


onions,  and  besides  this  grow  about  one  ton 
of  onion  seed  annually.  They  sell  the  seed 
mainly  to  growers  of  onions,  and  ship  the 
celery  to  all  the  larger  towns  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania;  they  also  handle  celery  grown 
by  other  parties  in  the  vicinity  of  Painesville. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Vrooman  spent 
thirteen  years  in  Cass  county,  North  Dakota, 
where  he  grew  one  thousand  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  grain  annually,  in  the  famous 
Red  River  Valley  country.  Upon  his  return 
to  Ohio,  he  began  developing  the  machine  now 
manufactured  for  topping  and  sorting  onions. 

Mr.  Vrooman  married  Lida  Fowler,  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children,  namely:  Howard,  who  took 
a  commercial  course  of  study  at  Cleveland, 
and  Gladys. 

W.  F.  Vrooman  &  Son,  of  Painesville,  was 
established  there  in  1900,  and  they  manufac- 
ture annually  about  eight  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  onion  topping  and  sorting  machines, 
employing  in  their  factory  from  one  to  five 
men.  The  machines  operate  in  a  manner  simi- 
lar to  a  corn  busker,  but  the  functions  per- 
formed by  the  combination  of  parts  are  en- 
tirely different,  inasmuch  as  the  onion  topper 
severs  the  tops  from  the  onion  and  not  the 
husks  or  shucks.  They  are  of  three  sizes,  the 
smallest  having  a  capacity  of  five  to  seven 
hundred,  the  medium  size  one  thousand,  and 
the  largest,  two  thousand  bushels  per  day. 
The  machine  is  covered  by  patents,  and  the 
first  one  was  made  by  the  Vroomans  for  their 
own  use,  they  being  extensive  growers  of 
onions,  and  they  began  the  manufacture  for 
sale  direct  to  users.  The  work  is  done  better 
than  by  hand,  and  the  machines  are  guaran- 
teed. At  first  they  operated  the  few  machines 
manufactured  by  them,  but  as  the  demand 
increased  they  confined  their  attention  wholly 
to  the  manufacture.  It  took  several  years  to 
develop  and  perfect  the  machine  for  sale,  and 
since  the  first  ones  turned  out  several  improve- 
ments have  been  made,  each  covered  by  a 
patent.  The  larger  machines  are  so  made  that 
they  can  be  operated  by  gasoline  engines  when 
desired.  The  demand  for  these  wonderful 
machines  is  constantly  increasing,  and  the  out- 
look for  the  future  business  of  the  concern  is 
very  promising. 

(  Ieorge  W.  Prindle  was  born  in  Rootstown 

township.  Portage  count)',  February  23.  1832, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  families 
to  seek  a  home  within  the  borders  of  this 
county.      G.   H.    R.    Prindle.    his    father,   was 
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born  in  Charlotte,  Vermont,  April  2,  1803,  and 
in  1807  he  was  brought  by  Hyram  Roundy  to 
Rootstown  township,  and  he  remained  in  his 
home  until  the  age  of  maturity,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Roundy  gave  him  seventy  acres  of  timber 
land.  This  the  young  man  cleared,  and  when 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  walked 
back  to  Vermont  to  see  his  father,  Gideon 
Prindle,  who  gave  him  a  horse  and  wagon  with 
which  to  return  to  his  home.  He  married  on 
the  16th  of  December,  1825.  Alary  Williams, 
who  was  born  near  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
December  28,  1798,  a  daughter  of  George 
Williams.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Prindle 
settled  down  to  farm  life  on  his  little  tract  of 
seventy  acres,  but  with  advancing  years  he 
added  to  this  small  beginning  until  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  owned  an  estate  of  250  acres. 
He  was  called  to  the  home  beyond  in  1862, 
and  his  wife  survived  until  1887.  They  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  but  the  elder,  Rob- 
ert, died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  was 
born  on  October  2,  1826,  and  died  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  1838. 

George  W.  Prindle  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  in  the  mean- 
time receiving  a  district  and  select  school  edu- 
cation, and  he  began  life  for  himself  in  the 
Roundy  house,  near  his  father's  farm,  while 
after  the  death  of  this  parent  he  moved  to  the 
<>ld  Prindle  homestead,  which  became  his 
through  inheritance,  and  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided there,  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  although  one  of  the  special  fea- 
tures of  this  place  for  many  years  has  been 
the  raising  of  peaches.  He  owns  250  acres  of 
rich  and  fertile  land,  all  in  one  tract,  and  200 
acres  are  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Prindle  married  on  January  2,  i860, 
Caroline'  Esty  Gurley,  who  was  born  in  Roots- 
town  township  October  15,  1837,  a  daughter  of 
Asher  and  Permilla  (Judson)  Gurley.  Asher 
Gurley  also  had  his  nativity  in  Rootstown 
township,  and  his  father  was  one  of  its  first 
settlers.  Mrs.  Prindle  died  on  June  26,  1905, 
after  becoming  the  mother  of  five  children, 
namely:  Hyram  A.,  who  was  burn  September 
28,  i860,  and  died  June  7,  1905:  Belle  E.,  the 
wife  of  Robert  Howdon,  and  a  resident  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  William  G..  whose  home  is 
in  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama;  Blanche  F.,  who  died 
at  tlu-  age1  of  thirty-two  years,  and  Robert  G., 
on  the  old  Prindle  farm  with  his  father.  Mr. 
Prindle,  Sr.,  served  his  township  for  one  term 
as  a  trustee,  and  he  was  a  Republican  voter. 
During  many  years  he  had  membership  rela- 


tions   with    the    Independent    Order    of    Odd 
Fellows.     He  died  June  13,  1909. 

Almon  S.  Dunning  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
oldest  living  residents  of  Portage  county,  as 
well  as  one  of  its  best  known  and  most  hon- 
ored residents.  He  was  born  here  in  Roots- 
town  township  April  12,  1827,  and  twelve 
years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  the  steel  in- 
dustry, and  for  a  like  number  of  years  he  has 
lived  on  the  old  homestead.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age,  and  he 
was  thereafter  obliged  to  help  his  mother  on 
the  farm,  securing  in  the  meantime  what  edu- 
cation he  could  in  the  district  schools.  Going 
to  Newburg  in  1869,  he  secured  the  position 
of  timekeeper  with  the  Bessemer  department 
of  the  steel  mill,  and  in  1871  was  given  charge 
of  the  mill.  In  July  of  that  year  he  was  sent 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  to  install  a  branch  mill, 
and  although  the  memorable  fire  occurred 
there  in  the  following  October,  the  mill  was 
saved,  and  he  continued  there  until  December 
of  1872,  when  he  left  Chicago  to  install  a 
mill  at  Joliet,  that  state.  He  continued  there  for 
seven  years,  and  during  the  time  made  won- 
derful progress  along  that  line  of  work.  He 
served  as  a  superintendent  of  mills  at  several 
places,  and  during  that  time  originated  several 
patents  the  principal  one  being  the  Bessemer 
converter,  now  in  use  in  all  the  steel  mills 
throughout  the  country.  Since  1882  Mr.  Dun- 
ning has  resided  on  his  farm  in  Rootstown 
township,  where  he  owns  164  acres.  For  a 
man  of  his  years  he  retains  his  physical  ability 
to  a  wonderful  degree,  and  his  mind  is  yet 
clear  and  active. 

Almon  S.  Dunning  is  a  son  of  Amsa  and 
Polly  (  Squires  I  Dunning,  both  born  in  Bridge- 
port, Connecticut,  and  a  grandson  of  More- 
land  Squires.  Amsa  and  Polly  Dunning  were 
married  in  Connecticut,  where  three  children 
were  born  to  them,  and  from  there  they  drove 
with  team  and  wagon  to  Rootstown  township, 
in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  bought  103  acres 
of  timber  land,  but  the  husband  and  father  was 
not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home,  for 
his  death  occurred  October  15,  1838.  He  was 
born  January  11,  1788.  The  widow,  who  was 
born  February  5.  1792.  survived  until  July  31. 
1866.  The  four  children  of  their  union  were: 
Samuel  P..  born  June  17,  1808,  died  January 
31,  1858:  Eliza,  born  in  1815.  died  August 
27,  1879.  the  wife  of  John  S.  Clark,  of  Kent. 
Ohio;  Alrnira  J.,  born  February  12.  1815.  died 
October  13.  [900,  the  wife  of  Elbridge  Moul- 
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ton,  "i   Brimfield  township;  and  Almon  S.,  of 
this  review. 

Almon  S.  Dunning  married  on  December 
29,  1847.  Edith  Ann  Holcomb,  who  was  born 
in  Palmyra  township  April  19,  1829,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  A.  and  Lydia  (Olmstead) 
Holcomb,  from  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Dunning 
died  December  26,  1904,  after  becoming  the 
mother  of  two  children :  Anna  D.,  born  April 
4,  1850,  and  Frank  A.,  born  April  15,  1857. 
The  daughter  is  the  widow  of  Neil  N.  Wal- 
lace, who  died  February  15,  1895,  and  she  lives 
with  her  father.  The  son  is  an  insurance  ad- 
juster in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  married  Mat- 
tie  Alexander,  of  Joliet,  Illinois,  and  their  chil- 
dren are:  Edith  M.,  who  married  Frederick 
Massey,  of  Albany,  New  York,  and  they  have 
a  son,  Frederick  Jr. ;  Marshall  A.,  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1882,  of  Chicago,  Illinois;  and  Irene, 
at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Celestia  Frick. — A  grand-daughter 
of  Eli  Prince,  an  early  settler  in  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  David 
Scribner,  Mrs.  Frick  comes  from  substantial 
New  England  stock,  some  of  the  best  blood  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  families  coursing 
through  her  veins. 

Eli  Prince  was  born,  in  1778,  in  Windsor, 
Massachusetts,  and  among  the  invigorating 
breezes  of  the  Berkshire  hills  grew  to  a  sturdy 
manhood.  He  married  in  his  native  county, 
Rhoda  Rosson,  who  was  born  in  Berkshire 
county,  in  1785.  After  the  birth  of  their  third 
child,  in  1816.  he  and  his  wife  came  with  their 
little  family  to  Ohio,  journeying  by  way  of 
the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  Lake  Erie 
to  the  port  at  which  they  disembarked.  Locat- 
ing in  Pierpont  township,  Eli  Prince  bought 
ninety  acres  of  timbered  land  from  the  Con- 
necticut Land  Company,  it  being  the  very  farm 
now  occupied  by  Sidney  Prince.  There  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  until  his  death,  about 
1850.  His  wife  survived  him,  passing  away 
in  1855.  She  was  a  natural-born  nurse,  and 
used  her  knowledge  of  herbs  and  simple  rem- 
edies in  doctoring  her  neighbors  and  friends, 
her  services  being  often  in  demand  in  the 
rooms  of  the  sick  and  afflicted.  Both  Eli 
Prince  and  his  wife  were  consistent  Christian 
people,  ami  assisted  in  organizing  the  Tier- 
pont  Free  Will  Baptist  church.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children  (four  of  whom 
were  born  in  Pierpont),  namely:  Hannah, 
Almira,  Julia.  Sophia,  <  Hive,  Porter.and  Ansel. 

Hannah    Prince,  burn   in   Windsor.    Massa- 


chusetts, Jul_\-  15.  1804.  died  February  2j, 
1889,  in  Pierpont  township.  Ashtabula  county. 
A  girl  of  twelve  years  when  she  came  with 
her  parents  to  Pierpont  township,  she  here 
completed  her  early  education,  and  subse- 
quently taught  school  in  her  district,  the  school 
being,  kept  in  a  private  home.  In  1827  Hannah 
Prince  married  for  her  first  husband  Leonard 
Curtis,  who  was  born  in  Parkman,  Ohio.  Their 
married  life  was  comparatively  brief,  Mr.  Cur- 
tis having  been  accidentally  drowned,  in  March,. 
1832,  while  crossing  a  stream  on  a  log.  Their 
only  child,  Leonard  Curtis,  Jr.,  born  in  1832, 
lied  in  1856. 

Mrs.  Hannah  (Prince)  Curtis  married  sec- 
ond, in  1837.  David  Scribner,  who  was  born, 
June  19,  1775,  in  Portland,  Maine.  He  served" 
as  a  drummer  in  the  army  during  the  War  of 
18 1 2,  and  afterwards  came  as  a  pioneer  to 
(  )hio,  settling  in  Monroe  township.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker,  carrying  on  a  extensive 
business,  and  was  also  something  of  an  astron- 
omer, having  a  good  knowledge  for  those  days 
of  the  heavenly  bodies.  He  died  in  Pierpont 
township,  January  16,  1863. 

Mr.  Scribner  was  twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first,  in  New  York  state,  Betsey  Hibbard, 
by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  childhood,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Thomas,  who  married  Hettie  Bushnell.  lived  as 
a  farmer  in  Monroe  township;  John,  who 
moved  to  Kansas,  married  first  Betsey  Hogel, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  and  married 
second  Maria  Nobles ;  Samuel,  who  went  to 
Michigan;  David  Jr..  settled  in  New  York; 
Welcome,  located  in  Michigan;  Lorenzo,  who 
engaged  in  farming  in  Monroe  township,  mar- 
ried Electa  Shaw,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  children  :  Noah,  a  farmer  in  Monroe 
township,  married  Julia  Prince,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children ;  Simeon,  a 
farmer  in  Monroe  township,  married  Eliza 
Sargent,  and  to  them  five  children  were  born; 
Jacob,  settled  in  Michigan ;  Betsey  married 
John  Hutchins.  a  farmer,  and  they  had  two 
children. 

Mr.  Scribner  married  second.  July  11,  1837, 
Mrs.  Hannah  (Prince)  Curtis,  a  well  educated 
and  accomplished  woman,  having  a  superior 
knowledge  of  the  domestic  arts,  being  espe- 
cially noted  for  her  skill  in  weaving.  By  this 
union  four  children  were  born,  namely :  Rhoda, 
born  June  14.  1838;  Celestia,  born  March  27. 
1843:  Eli,  born  January  21,  1840.  lived  but 
four  years;  and  Eli  the  2nd,  burn  November 
23,  1845,  lives  in  Wisconsin.     Rhoda  Scribner 
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married  first,  September  10,  1854,  Elias  Dur- 
fee,  who  died  in  1864,  leaving  three  children. 
She  married  second,  in  1865,  William  Roath, 
of  Monroe  township.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roath,  namely:  Hannah, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ;  and  Eli. 
Eli  Scribner,  now  a  resident  of  Wisconsin, 
married  first,  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  Eliza  Parm- 
lee,  who  died  leaving  two  children.  He  mar- 
ried second,  in  Wisconsin,  Belle  Russell.  Mr. 
Scribner  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  served 
many  years  as  school  director.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  church. 

Completing  her  early  studies  in  the  Pierpont 
High  School,  Celestia  Scribner  was  for  two 
years  employed  as  cigar  maker.  On  Septem- 
ber 28,  1865,  in  Conneaut,  Ohio,  she  married 
Michael  Frick,  the  marriage  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  Kyes,  and  at  once  settled 
on  her  father's  home  farm.  Born  May  19, 
1835,  in  Armstrong,  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
reared  there,  Michael  Frick  was  engaged  as  a 
young  man  in  boating  on  the  Allegheny  river. 
On  March  31,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Four- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  at  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  served  in  companies  M  and 
F.  On  November  12,  1864,  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Nineveh,  Virginia,  he  was  severely 
wounded.  On  August  24,  1865,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  from  the  service,  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  after  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Ashtabula  county  served  as  a  school  director. 
He  died,  June  27,  1908,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lee  Piatt,  aged  seventy-three 
years. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frick,  namely:  Joseph  E.,  born  December  13. 
1866;  Myrtie,  born  February  22,  1868;  Nellie 
G.,  born  July  15,  1876.  and  David  H.,  born 
April  27,  1879.  Joseph  E.,  a  substantial  farmer 
of  Pierpont  township,  living  on  the  old  home 
farm,  married  Nancy  G.  Terrill,  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  She  died  January  20,  1906,  leaving 
two  children,  Wilson  A.  and  Walter  L.  Main. 
Myrtie  Frick,  who  died  July  7,  1900.  was  the 
wife  of  the  late  Stuteley  Parmerter,  a  brake- 
man  on  the  Nickle  Plate  Railroad.  Nellie  (1. 
Frick,  who  was  educated  in  the  Hardy  school, 
married,  November  23,  1002,  Lee  Piatt,  and 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Pierpont  township.  .Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Piatt  have  three  children,  namely: 
>  Vli-fia  II..  horn  March  in,  1004:  Addle  M.. 
born   September  3.   1905,  and   Otto  F.,  bom 


June  11,  1907.  David  H.  Frick.  the  youngest 
child  of  his  parents,  married  Rillabelle  Palmer, 
of  Monroe  township,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Mildred  M.  and  Margaret  E. 

Mrs.  Frick  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Piatt.  She  takes  an  active  and 
intelligent  interest  in  the  promotion  of  the 
educational  affairs  of  Ashtabula  county,  and 
has  been  especially  prominent  as  a  school  offi- 
cial, having  served  her  district  most  efficiently 
as  school  director,  clerk  of  the  school  board, 
and  as  truant  officer.  She  has.  also  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  been  the  first  woman  to 
solicit  aid  of  the  people  in  centralizing  the 
schools  of  her  district.  She  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church  of  Pier- 
pont, and  is  president  of  its  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety. 

Charles  Bridgeman. — Although  a  typical 
American  citizen,  thoroughly  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Republic,  Charles  Bridgeman 
is  a  native  son  of  the  mother  country,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  born  at  Bristol  on  May  10, 
1833,  to  Thomas  and  Ann  (Collins)  Bridge- 
man.  He  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-one 
when  he  left  his  native  shores  for  America, 
and,  locating  near  Lyons,  in  Wayne  county, 
New  York,  he  farmed  there  until  returning  to 
his  native  land.  He  married,  October  10, 
1861,  Esther  Epps,  who  was  born  in  Kent, 
England,  April  20,  1834,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Alary  (Male)  Epps.  George  Epps  died 
in  England,  but  his  widow  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Ravenna  township,  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  in  1870,  and  she  died  here 
in  November  of  1885.  Mrs.  Bridgeman  came 
to  Lyons,  New  York,  in  1857,  but  after  some 
years  returned  to  England  with  her  husband. 
They  came  again  to  the  United  States,  and  a 
few  years  afterward  located  in  Cleveland, 
where  Mr.  Bridgeman  worked  in  an  oil  re- 
finery. In  1868  they  came  to  Ravenna  town- 
ship and  bought  a  farm  of  thirty-six  acres,  a 
mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  the  city  of  Ra- 
venna. A  log  cabin  had  previously  been 
erected  on  the  land,  and  in  1897  Mr.  Bridge- 
man  replaced  it  with  his  present  splendid 
frame  residence.  He  followed  a  general  line 
of  agriculture,  but  since  1907,  owing  to  ill 
health,  he  has  laid  aside  much  of  the  labor  of 
the  farm.  Two  children  blessed  the  marriage 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridgeman,  Henry 
Augustus  and  Margaret  E.,  born  respectively 
lulv  6,   1862,  and  October   17.  [866,  and  both 
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are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Bridge- 
man's  political  views  are  in  harmony  with  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Henry  A.  Bridgeman  as  a  lad  of  eighteen 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Riddle  Hearse 
Company  at  Ravenna  as  a  carriage  black- 
smith, and  three  years  later  became  the  gar- 
dener for  W.  J.  Hayes'  residence  and  farm  for 
ten  years  and  superintendent  for  two  years. 
From  that  time  until  October,  1907,  he  was  a 
motorman  for  the  X.  O.  T.  Company  between 
Akron  and  Ravenna,  and  since  the  latter  date 
has  had  charge  of  his  father's  farm.  He  is  a 
Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  a  noble  grand  and  as  chief  patriarch  of  the 
encampment,  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the 
Foresters  of  America  at  Ravenna.  Margaret 
E.  Bridgeman  was  with  the  Colonial  Electric 
Works  of  Ravenna  for  five  years,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life  was  spent  at  home. 

Thomas  Thompsox. — Ranking  high  among 
the  native  born  citizens,  a  record  of  whose 
lives  fills  an  important  place  in  this  volume,  is 
Thomas  Thompson,  a  prominent  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who  during  the 
half  century  that  he  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm,  in  Perry  township,  has  been  one  of  the 
foremost  in  advancing  the  agricu'tural  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  this  part  of  Lake  county. 
A  son  of  Moses  Thompson,  he  was  born,  Oc- 
tober 8.  1831,  in  Painesville.  of  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  grandfather,  also  named  Thomas 
Thompson,  having  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

Thomas  Thompson,  born  in  Halifax.  Mas- 
sachusetts, enlisted  when  but  fourteen  years 
old  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  but  being  a 
boy  he  was  not  allowed  to  enlist  for  any  speci- 
fied time.  His  patriotic  ardor  was  in  nowise 
diminished,  however,  by  the  refusal,  and  he 
re-enlisted  twice,  serving  three  short  periods, 
during  the  memorable  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence. After  his  marriage  to  Ruhamah  Bar- 
rows, he  removed  to  New  Hampshire,  living 
there  until  1814.  when  he  settled  in  Stowe, 
\  ermont,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years. 
His  wife  died  at  Perry,  Ohio. 

Vloses  Thompson  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, March  15,  1800,  and  after  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Vermont  learned  the  trade  of 
a  brickmaker.  In  1831  he  started  with  his 
family  for  the  extreme  western  frontier,  in- 
tending to  settle  there  permanently.  While  en 
route  he  stopped  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  to  visit 


a  cousin,  Mrs.  Xorman  Griswold,  and  was  so 
favorably  impressed  with  the  country  round- 
about that  he  was  easily  persuaded  to  locate 
here.  Accordingly  he  bought,  in  December, 
1 83 1,  a  farm  in  Perry  township,  on  the  Nar- 
rows road,  and  at  once  took  possession  of  the 
log  house  standing  in  the  small  opening  that 
had  been  previously  made  in  the  woods.  Work- 
ink  with  courage  and  perseverance,  he  cleared 
a  large  part  of  the  land,  and  in  the  brick  kilns 
that  he  erected  near  Richmond  manufactured 
much  of  the  brick  used  in  this  locality  during 
that  period,  including  that  used  in  building  the 
old  court  house.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  November  2,  1891.  He  mar- 
ried Rachael  Dutton,  who  was  born  in  Stowe, 
Vermont,  October  13,  1800,  and  died  on  the 
homestead,  in  Perry  township,  July  21,  1861. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as 
follows:  Norman  died  in  childhood;  Mathew 
D.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  vears;  Charles 
N.,  born  April  19,  1826,  died 'July  8.  1889; 
Louisa,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  the 
late  Newton  Watts,  was  born  October  5,  1827, 
and  died  September  14,  1891 ;  Lois,  born 
March  23,  1829,  married  Newton  Watts,  being 
his  first  wife,  and  died  June  15,  1865  ;  Thomas, 
the  special  subject  of  this  brief  biographical 
sketch;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  June  15.  1833. 
and  died  June  4,  1883,  was  the  wife  of  Alonzo 
Wheeler,  who  died  in  April,  1901 ;  John,  living 
on  the  old  homestead,  on  the  Narrows  road : 
and  Mary  Anna,  born  February  26.  1842,  died 
August  4,  1847. 

Growing  to  manhood  on  the  farm  which  he 
assisted  his  father  in  redeeming  from  the  wil- 
derness, Thomas  Thompson  early 'learned  the 
lessons  of  industry,  economy  and  integrity.  In 
1852,  fired  by  the  enthusiasm  that  character- 
ized the  emigrants  of  1849,  ne  went  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  California,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  mining  with  fair  success 
for  about  three  years,  when  about  1855.  he 
returned  east,  coming  back  the  Nicaraguan 
route.  Locating  then  in  Bremer  county,  Iowa, 
he  bought  land  and  remained  there  eighteen 
months,  then  returned  to  Perry  and  engaged 
in  grafting  and  selling  trees  for  two  years. 
Trading  then  his  Iowa  land  for  his  present 
farm.  Mr.  Thompson  carried  on  this  land,  and 
also  the  parental  homestead,  for  several  years 
being  in  partnership  with  his  brother  John.  In 
1864  Mr.  Thompson  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
One  Hundred  Seventy-sixth  (  >hio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  a  term  of  one  hundred  days,  but 
during  the  time  saw  very  little  field  service.    In 
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1866  the  partnership  between  himself  and  his 
brother  was  dissolved,  and  he  has  since  man- 
aged his  affairs  alone.  He  has  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  acres  of  choice  land,  well  tilled 
and  mostly  under  cultivation,  and  as  a  general 
farmer  is  exceedingly  prosperous.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  horses,  sheep  and  cattle,  and 
as  a  breeder  meeting  with  excellent  pecuniary 
results. 

<  >n  November  1,  1859,  Mr.  Thompson  mar- 
ried Carlista  A.  Call,  who  was  born,  November 
4.  1836.  in  Perry  township,  a  daughter  of  Am- 
herst Call,  an  early  settler  of  Lake  county. 
Her  grandparents,  Rufus  and  Lydia  (Ellis) 
Call,  migrated  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  1815, 
locating  in  Perry  township  when  the  country 
roundabout  was  in  its  primitive  wildness,  with 
only  here  and  there  an  opening,  in  which  stood 
the  cabin  of  the  pioneer.  Here  they  both 
spent  their  remaining  days,  laboring  earnestly 
in  their  successful  efforts  to  reclaim  a  home- 
stead. Both  rounded  out  a  long  life,  the 
grandfather  dying  March  6,  1869,  but  a  few 
weeks  before  the  day  that  would  have  been  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of  his  birth,  which 
occurred  in  July,  1769,  while  the  grandmother 
lived  ninety-one  years,  passing  away  in  1856. 
Amherst  Call  was  born  in  Vermont,  February 
24,  1804,  and  as  a  boy  of  eleven  years  came 
with  his  parents  to  Perry  township,  and  here 
resided  until  his  death,  in  1869.  He  married, 
in  1832,  Olive  Sinclair,  who  was  also  born  in 
Vermont,  her  birth  occurring  January  5,  1804. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  on 
July  2,  1881,  the  day  that  President  Garfield 
was  shot.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Call,  namely:  Statira,  born  in  1834,  was 
the  first  wife  of  Mr.  Thompson,  and  died 
soon  after  her  marriage,  her  death  occurring 
in  March,  1857;  Carlista,  now  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son; Arit  died  in  Perry  township,  in  1886, 
aged  forty-eight  years ;  Addison  died  in  North 
Dakota  in  1891,  aged  fifty  years;  Amherst, 
living  in  Cleveland;  and  Solon,  residing  in 
Perry  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely :  Statira  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  i860,  married  Rev.  George  Orcutt, 
pastor  of  the  Wade  Park  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  in  Cleveland,  has  three  children.  Hazel, 
Wilbur,  and  Margaret;  Natalie,  bom  Novem- 
ber 29,  1864,  married  Henry  A.  Tuttle,  of 
Painesville.  Ohio,  a  commercial  salesman,  and 
has  one  child,  Crawford  Tuttle:  and  Amherst 


M.,  born  April  5,   1867,  married  Ada  Cham- 
pion, and  now  has  charge  of  the  home  farm. 

Andrew  Jackson  Newman. — The  sub- 
stantial and  respected  citizens  of  Jefferson 
have  no  more  worthy  representative  than  An- 
drew |.  Newman,  who  has  accomplished  a 
satisfactory  work  as  an  agriculturist,  and  is 
now  living  retired  from  active  business,  en- 
joying the  fruit  of  his  many  years  of  toil. 
Born  in  Steuben  county,  New  York,  August 
17,  1829,  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Charity  (Se- 
bring)  Newman.  His  parents  were  born  and 
reared  in  Seneca  county,  New  York,  and 
spent  the  first  few  years  of  their  married  life 
in  Steuben  county.  They  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Pennsylvania,  living  first  in  Girard, 
and  then  in  Waterford,  from  there  coming  to 
Austinburg,  Ohio,  where  .both  spent  their  re- 
maining days,  his  death  occurring  when  he 
was  seventy-three  years  old,  and  hers  at  the 
age  of  four  score  and  four  years. 

His  parents  removing  to  Girard,  Pennsyl- 
vania, when  he  was  seven  years  old,  Andrew 
J.  Newman  was  there  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  About  1846  he  accompanied  the 
family  to  Waterford,  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
came  with  them  to  Ashtabula  county,  locating 
in  Austinburg.  In  1867  he  settled  on  a  farm 
west  of  Jefferson  village,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  mixed  husbandry  until  1893,  when 
his  stock  and  all  of  his  buildings,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  dwelling  house,  were  burned, 
the  loss  being  estimated  at  $5,000.  Mr.  New- 
man immediately  removed  to  Jefferson  and 
has  since  rented  his  land,  having  rebuilt  the 
buildings.  His  farm  comprises  two  hundred 
acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  one  hundred 
and  five  acres  of  which  being  a  part  of  the 
old  farm  in  Austinburg.  Mr.  Newman  made 
a  specialty  of  raising  and  feeding  stock  and 
of  dairying,  being  especially  skillful  in  each 
line  of  industry.  He  also  owns  a  fine  fruit 
farm  of  twelve  acres,  which  is  located  in  Con- 
neaut  township,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie. 
Politically  Mr.  Newman  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican. 

On  September  10,  1856,  Mr.  Newman  mar- 
ried Mary  Preston,  who  was  born  in  Granger, 
Allegany  county,  New  York,  and  to  them 
seven  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Ida 
Adella,  wife  of  E.  L.  Mullen,  of  Jefferson; 
E.  M.,  wife  of  Dr.  Mead,  of  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington; W.  S.,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  lying  two 
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miles  south  of  Jefferson,  married  Mabel 
Jerome,  and  they  have  one  child,  Glen ;  Mrs. 
Emma  Adams,  of  Yakima,  Washington ;  A. 
C,  a  druggist  of  Pennsylvania ;  E.  J.,  of  Con- 
neaut.  married  Minnie  Herrington ;  and  B.  L., 
of  Jefferson,  married  Wilhelmina  Walling. 

Mrs.  Addie  Wean. — Well  known  through- 
out Jefferson  as  a  most  capable  and  estimable 
woman.  Mrs.  Addie  Wean,  widow  of  the  late 
Peter  Wean,  is  eminently  worthy  of  repre- 
sentation in  a  work  of  this  character.  She  was 
born  in  1854,  in  Westfield,  New  York,  which 
was  her  home  for  nine  years.  In  1863  she 
came  to  Jefferson  to  live  with  her  uncle,  J.  C. 
Thompson,  proprietor  of  the  American  House, 
and  was  afterwards  practically  reared  in  the 
dining-room  of  that  hotel. 

In  1866  she  married  Peter  Wean,  who  was 
born  in  Turnersville,  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. Coming  to  Jefferson  when  young, 
he  worked  for  Stephen  Haskins,  a  carpenter 
and  builder,  until  familiar  with  the  trade.  He 
subsequently  erected  many  residences  and  pub- 
lic buildings  in  this  part  of  Ashtabula  county, 
continuing  at  his  trade  until  ready  to  retire 
from  active  labor.  He  died  in  Jefferson,  in 
1906,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

Mrs.  Wean,  who  now  resides  at  the  home  of 
W.  S.  Newman,  just  east  of  the  village  of 
Jefferson,  has  many  interesting  relics  of  olden 
days,  in  her  collection  being  a  bill,  published 
in  1836,  advertising  the  Adkins  House,  and 
a  photograph  taken  more  than  fifty  years  ago 
of  the  Andover  band,  in  the  group  being  the 
faces  of  many  men  now  well  known  in  this 
locality.  Her  uncle,  Mr.  Thompson,  was  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  and  most  popular 
hotel  men  of  his  day,  his  genial,  sunny  dispo- 
sition and  old-time,  courteous  manners  mak- 
ing him  an  ideal  "mine  host,"  and  rendering 
his  house  a  favorite  resort  for  the  traveling 
public. 

Edwin  Wedge. — A  life-long  resident  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  Edwin  Wedge  was  born  in 
Leroy,  May  2,  1836.  a  son  of  Reuben  and 
Martha  1  Wright )  Wedge.  The  mother  was 
horn  in  Concord,  Ohio,  and  the  father  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  his  parents  having  gone  to 
Canada  from  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben 
Wedge  had  three  sous.  Edwin.  Francis  and 
Tames,  the  last  named  being  a  resident  of 
Hampden.  Geauga  township.  Francis  and 
James  Wedge  both   served  in  the  Civil  war. 


but  Edwin  was  rejected  when  he  went  to  en- 
list. 

In  1881  Edwin  Wedge  moved  to  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  his  wife  and  daughter.  It 
was  the  old  Wheeler  homestead,  having  been 
settled  by  the  father  of  J.  H.  Wheeler,  and  the 
house  on  it  was  erected  over  fifty  years  ago 
by  Harvey  Wheeler.  Mr.  Wedge  owned  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  land  and  wa~ 
known  all  over  Lake  county  as  a  first  class 
thresher.  He  had  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  neighbors  and  served  as  treasurer  and 
trustee  of  his  township.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican.    He  died  April  16,  1896. 

March  19,  1865,  Mr.  Wedge  married  Louisa 
Callow,  who  was  born  February  26,  1847.  in 
Leroy  township,  being  a  daughter  of  Edmund 
and  Jane  (Ouine)  Callow.  Edmund  Callow 
was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  June  6,  1812,  and 
came  to  Ohio  about  1835,  having  but  a  shilling 
in  his  pocket.  He  married  in  Leroy  town- 
ship, in  1838,  Jane  Ouine.  daughter  of  James 
and  Jane  Ouine,  her  parents  having  come  to 
this  township  some  time  before  Mr.  Callow. 
Edmund  Callow  spent  nine  years  in  Indiana. 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  tailor  and 
farmer,  and  in  1847  moved  to  a  farm  north  of 
Leroy  Center,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  This  farm  is  still  in  the  family,  being 
now  owned  by  his  daughter.  Mrs.  Crellin. 
Edmund  Callow  died  January  12.  1892.  just 
ten  days  after  his  wife,  they  having  been  mar- 
ried over  fifty  years.  Mrs.  Callow  was  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  faith  she  had  been  strictly 
reared.  They  had  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely :  James,  who  died  in 
1900  at  Leroy  Center,  aged  sixty-one.  and  his 
widow  and  son  still  live  on  the  old  home: 
Mary  J.,  married  Barton  F.  Wright,  a  soldier, 
who  died  in  1886,  and  she  died  in  1891  :  Louisa. 
Mrs.  Edwin  Wedge  :  Arminia,  married  George 
Crellin  and  owns  the  old  Callow  homestead,  but 
they  reside  in  Hampden.  Geauga  county:  Ed- 
win lives  east  of  Brakeman  church  :  and  Henry, 
a  farmer  of  Leroy  township,  whose  sketch  is 
given  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Wedge  had  one  daugh- 
ter. Mattie.  who  married  John  Rogers,  who 
now  operates  the  farm.  Mrs.  Wedge  and  her 
daughter  carried  on  the  farm  alone  for  some 
time  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Wedge.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rogers  have  one  daughter.  Evelyn,  who 
is  a  year  and  a  half  old.  Both  Mr.  Rogers  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Grange. 
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Herman  O.  Hammond.— As  a  general 
farmer  Herman  O.  Hammond  is  meeting  with 
good  results,  and  is  actively  identified  with 
the  development  and  advancement  of  the  agri- 
cultural prosperity  of  Monroe  township,  Ash- 
tabula county.  He  was  born  November  28, 
1869,  in  Mecosta  county,  Michigan,  a  son  of 
Joseph  C.  Hammond.  His  grandfather, 
Lorenzo  Hammond,  born  in  Vermont,  March 
9,  1804,  lived  for  a  few  years  in  York  state, 
from  there  coming,  in  1843,  to  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio.  He  took  up  land  in  Monroe 
township,  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  and 
here  resided  until  his  death,  in  1883.  Ham- 
mond Corners  was  named  in  his  honor. 

Lorenzo  Hammond  married  Julia  Stark, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Newton,  torn  in  1834,  died  in  1865; 
Henry,  born  March  1,  1836,  died  March,  1906; 
Martin,  born  March  26,  1838;  Francis,  born 
in  1840,  died  in  1864;  Joseph  C,  father  of 
Herman  O. ;  and  James  Newton  and  Joseph 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  Henry  served 
three  years  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Second 
Ohio  battery,  and  afterwards  settled  in 
Mecosta  county,  Michigan,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  Martin,  also  a  soldier  during 
the  Rebellion,  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-ninth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  but  was  honorably 
discharged  after  a  short  service,  on  account  of 
ill  health.  He  married  Edna  Rome,  and  now 
lives  in  East  Conneaut,  Ohio.  Francis,  who 
likewise  served  in  the  Second  Ohio  Battery, 
died  in  Helena,  Arkansas,  during  the  war. 
James,  living  in  Monroe  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  married  Millie  Rowe. 

Joseph  C.  Hammond  was  born  March  10, 
1844.  at  Hammond's  Corners,  Monroe  town- 
ship, and  was  here  reared  and  educated. 
Actuated  by  the  same  spirit  that  inspired  his 
■brothers,  he  enlisted.  September  3,  1861,  in 
the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment 
was  honorably  discharged.  He  re-enlisted,  in 
1864,  in  the  same  regiment,  and  continued  a 
soldier  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took 
part  in  many  important  engagements,  and 
while  in  the  army  had  his  left  hand  seriously 
crippled.  Thirty-six  years  ago,  while  working 
in  a  saw  mill,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  right  hand.  He  was  then  living  in  Michi- 
gan, where  he  was  subsequently  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  for  fifteen  years,  and  was 
postmaster  for  the  same  length  of  time.     He 


has  been  justice  of  the  peace  the  past  seven 
years,  and  for  three  years  served  as  a  school 
director.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  with  which 
he  united  many  years  ago. 

Joseph  C.  Hammond  married,  in  1867. 
Louisa  Williams,  who  was  born  in  October, 
1844,  and  to  them  six  children  were  born,  as 
follows:  Herman  O.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Mary,  born  October  28,  1867,  married 
A.  Van  Alstine,  of  Mecosta  county,  Michigan ; 
Hugh,  born  August  16,  1871.  married  a  Miss 
Hollenback,  and  lives  in  Mecosta  county ; 
Lewis,  born  October  21,  1874,  resides  in 
Michigan  ;  Lucius,  twin  brother  of  Lewis,  lives 
in  Illinois ;  and  Lillie  May,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. Mrs.  Louisa  Hammond  died  in  1878. 
Mr.  Hammond  married  for  his  second  wife 
Hattie  McCloud,  who  was  born  March  6, 
1862,  and  they  have  four  children,  namely: 
Lillie  May,  born  May  19,  1885,  is  the  wife  of 
Glenn  Scribner,  of  Monroe  township ;  Pearl, 
born  November  8,  1886,  married  Ward  Tan- 
ner, of  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania;  Carl, 
born  December  28,  1890,  is  now  in  the  regular 
army ;  and  Mildred,  born  October  9,  1900. 

Spending  his  boyhood  days  in  Michigan. 
Herman  O.  Hammond  lived  much  of  the  time 
with  strangers,  attending  the  district  school 
when  it  was  in  session,  while  during  the  long 
vacations  he  worked  on  a  farm,  or  in  a  shingle 
mill.  In  1885  he  came  to  Ashtabula  county, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  now  owns  a  well-improved  farm 
of  fifty-five  acres  in  Monroe  township,  where 
he  occupies  a  noteworthy  position  among  the 
leading  citizens. 

Mr.  Hammond  married,  November  30, 
iSSci.  Linnie  Thompson,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 2,  1869,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Belknap)  Thompson,  who  own  and 
occupy  a  farm  in  Conneaut  township,  Ashta- 
bula county.  Three  children  have  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hammond,  namely : 
Maud  E.,  born  April  30,  1897;  Fred  W.,  born 
February  20.  1899:  and  Paul  Henry,  born 
August  22,  1905.  Mr.  Hammond  is  a  member 
of  the  State  Police.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ham- 
mond are  active  in  religious  circles,  being 
valued  members  of  the  Christian  church,  at 
Hammonds  Corners.  Mr.  Hammond  has  been 
secretary  of  the  church  for  a  year,  and  for 
two  years  served  as  superintendent  of  its  Sun- 
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day  School,  and  Mrs.  Hammond  is  a  member 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Isaac  H.  Rickard,  president  of  the  Medina 
Farmers'  Exchange  Company,  was  an  infant 
of  only  one  year  when  his  parents  brought  him 
from  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Wadsworth  township,  in  Medina  county.  His 
training  since,  in  the  district  school,  on  the 
farm,  in  the  general  store  and  in  the  field  of 
manufactures,  has  given  him  a  broad  and  a 
varied  experience  admirably  fitting  him  for 
the  management  of  the  large  commercial  inter- 
ests controlled  by  the  Medina  Farmers'  Ex- 
change Company.  Its  business  consists  of 
buying,  selling  and  shipping  grain  and  agri- 
cultural implements,  which  are  largely  sold  to 
farmers,  and  from  Medina  as  a  center  has 
extended  into  a  large  area  of  adjoining  coun- 
try. The  head  of  this  important  enterprise 
has  not  only  secured  the  confidence  of  the  agri- 
cultural and  business  community  by  reason  of 
the  ability  and  integrity  he  has  always  dis- 
played in  the  conduct  of  his  own  affairs,  but 
because  of  his  fine  service  as  treasurer  of 
Medina  county,  his  public  career  in  that 
capacity  extending  over  four  years..* 

Mr.  Rickard.  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Christina  (Hunker)  Rickard.  In  1849, 
as  stated,  the  family  removed  to  Wadsworth 
township,  and  there  settled  on  a  farm  upon 
which  the  father  died  in  1904.  Daniel  Rickard 
was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  a  man  of 
progress  (both  in  ideas  and  practical  matters), 
serving  for  some  time  as  treasurer  of  Mont- 
ville  township,  justice  of  the  peace,  holding 
several  other  local  offices  and  being  influential 
in  the  politics  of  his  county  generally.  His 
wife  died  in  1888,  mother  of  the  following  nine 
children  :  John  H. ;  Isaac  H.,  of  this  sketch ; 
David;  Catherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  P.  A. 
Pelton  and  resides  in  Montville  township ; 
Sarah,  who  married  Henry  S.  Koppes.  a  mer- 
chant of  Chippewa  Lake:  Emanuel,  who  lives 
at  Dixon,  Illinois;  Daniel  W.,  who  resides  at 
Wadsworth ;  Emma,  wife  of  E.  G.  Tinstman ; 
and  Abraham  H.,  who  resides  at  Wadsworth. 
Isaac  H.  Rickard  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  of  Montville  town- 
ship, remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he 
reached  his  sixteenth  year  and  made  his  home 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  then  spent  a  year  in  the  pineries 
of    the    northwest    and    upon    his    return    to 


Medina  associated  himself  with  H.  S.  Koppes 
in  the  operation  of  a  general  store  at  Chip- 
pewa Lake,  the  business  being  continued, 
under  the  name  of  Koppes  and  Rickard,  for 
eight  years.  After  a  short  period  of  farming, 
he  next  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  drain 
tile  and  building  brick  in  the  vicinity  of  Chip- 
pewa Lake,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
industry  for  nineteen  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Rickard  had  advanced 
to  a  position  of  influence  in  the  politics  of  the 
locality,  and  in  the  fall  of  1902  was  nominated 
by  the  Republicans  for  county  treasurer.  He 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1903.  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office 
for  a  term  of  two  years,  the  clean  and  bright 
nature  of  his  record  assuring  him  a  re-election 
in  1904.  At  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Rickard's 
four  years'  service  as  the  executive  head  of 
the  county's  finances,  he  was  chosen  president 
of  the  Medina  Farmers'  Exchange  Company, 
having  become  identified  with  the  enterprise 
while  still  in  office.  In  January,  1907,  the 
business  was  incorporated  under  its  present 
name,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000,  and  the 
following  officers :  Isaac  H.  Rickard,  presi- 
dent :  A.  F.  Spitzer,  vice  president ;  and  C.  E. 
Hoover,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The'  large 
building  of  the  company,  in  which  are  handled 
the  grain  and  farming  implements,  comprising 
its  stock  in  trade,  is  located  near  the  track  of 
the  Northern  Ohio  Railroad  and  affords  the 
best  of  shipping  facilities.  Mr.  Rickard  is 
also  the  owner  of  a  rented  farm  of  sixty-two 
acres  in  Lafayette  township.  Married  in  1875 
to  Miss  Caroline  J.  Kennedy,  of  Mountville 
township,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Jennings)  Kinney,  he  is  the  father  of  seven 
children — Inza.  Charles  E.,  Delbert  H..  Edith. 
Howard  I.,  Clarence  D.  and  Stanley  B.  Rick- 
ard. Mr.  Rickard's  family  is  identified  with 
the  Congregational  church. 

Harry  W.  Adams. — The  granite  and  marble 
business  is  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  Me- 
dina, and  Harry  W.  Adams,  the  active  pro- 
moter of  the  large  plant  conducted  under  the 
style  of  H.  W.  Adams  &  S.on,  is  one  of  the 
strongest  factors  in  maintaining  its  high  stand- 
ard and  increasing  its  volume.  Being  a  prac- 
tical marble  cutter,  he  is  an  expert  judge  of 
both  material  and  workmanship,  and  as  he  has 
entire  charge  of  buying  the  product  of  the 
quarries  and  selling  the  finished  work  the  busi- 
ness has  grown  not  onlv  rapidly  but  has  been 
developed  safely  and  substantially.    As  a  prin- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1 127 


cipal,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  stone  busi- 
ness at  Medina  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Air.  Adams  is  a  native  of  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  born  near  Salem  in  August, 
1858,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Alary  G.  (Michem) 
Adams.  His  parents  were  natives  of  New 
York,  went  to  Illinois  in  their  early  lives,  mar- 
ried in  that  state,  and  successively  resided  at 
Salem,  Ohio,  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  On- 
tario, .Minnesota,  and  there  the  mother  died 
in  1867.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr. 
Adams  went  to  Washington,  where  (having 
served  in  the  Civil  war)  he  was  employed  as 
a  clerk  in  the  pension  department.  Now  in  his 
seventy-fifth  year,  he  is  still  a  resident  of  the 
capital  city. 

Harry  W.  Adams  obtained  a  district  school 
education  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  marble  and  granite  cut- 
ter in  Washington.  Afterward  he  worked  as 
a  journeyman  at  different  places,  and  in  1894 
he  located  at  Medina,  forming,  a  partnership 
with  George  F.  High  in  the  marble  business, 
under  the  style  of  Adams  &  High.  In  1897  he 
sold  his  interest  therein,  and  was  variously  en- 
gaged from  that  year  until  1903,  when  he 
established  himself  independently  in  his  old 
field.  In  1906  the  business  was  incorporated, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  W.  E.  Griesinger,  president ; 
N.  P.  Nichols,  vice  president,  and  M.  H.  Fer- 
riman.  secretary-treasurer.  Air.  Adams,  how- 
ever, had  immediate  charge  of  the  buying  and 
selling,  and,  from  the  first,  has  been  the  active 
man  of  the  business.  The  plant  is  well  stocked 
with  modern  machinery,  which  is  driven  by  a 
producer  gas  engine,  and  the  stones,  monu- 
ments and  other  marble  and  granite  work 
turned  out  by  the  establishment  are  of  taste- 
ful design  and  fine  finish.  With  Air.  Adams 
to  superintend  the  work  and  push  the  busi- 
ness, the  trade  of  H.  W.  Adams  &  Son  has 
spread  from  Aledina  over  the  county  and  into 
adjoining  territory  and  neighboring  cities.  He 
has  little  time  to  give  to  outside  matters,  al- 
though he  is  a  loval  and  earnest  member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  1887  he  married  AHss 
Arvilla  Parmeter.  of  Aledina.  daughter  of 
Charles  O.  Parmeter,  an  old  resident  of  Ale- 
dina county,  and  the  following  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Toseph  II.,  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  II.  W.  Adams  &  Son  :  Charles  W., 
Ernest  H.,  Fred  Thorn  and  Arvilla  D.  Adams. 

JAMES  E.  Olix,  of  Ravenna  township,  was 
born  October   14,   1844,  in   Streetsboro  town- 


ship, Portage  county,  a  son  of  Alonzo  and  El- 
myra  (Squires)  Olin,  both  of  whom  were  born 
at  Perry,  in  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  the 
father  on  the  18th  of  May,  1820,  and  the 
mother  on  the  17th  of  July,  1824.  Alonzo 
Olin  came  with  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Mercy 
(Seymour)  Olin,  natives  of  Shaftsbury,  Ver- 
mont, the  former  born  on  the  17th  of  July, 
1793,  to  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  in  February,  1839, 
the  family  locating  on  Cherry  Flats,  where 
the  senior  Mr.  Olin  bought  400  acres  of  land. 
Samuel  Olin  was  a  son  of  Ezra  Olin,  who  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island  March  23,  1772,  and  he 
was  a  son  of  John  Olin,  while  the  latter  was 
in  turn  a  son  of  another  John  Olin. 

Alonzo  Olin  married,  in  Perry,  New  York, 
October  12,  1842,  Elmyra  Squires,  who  up  to 
that  time  had  spent  her  life  in  that  city,  and 
from  the  age  of  fourteen  years  had  supported 
herself,  receiving  a  dollar  per  week.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Olin  returned  with  his  bride 
to  Ohio,  and  his  first  purchase  of  land  here 
was  forty-five  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $600, 
while  in  185 1  he  bought  in  Franklin  township 
100  acres  for  $1,300,  but  he  only  had  twenty 
dollars  to  pay  on  the  property,  and  his  last 
payment  was  made  nine  years  afterward.  At 
his  death,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1885,  he 
owned  an  estate  of  224  acres,  and  his  widow 
held  the  old  home  until  her  death,  on  the  14th 
of  November,  1908.  There  were  six  children 
in  the  family,  but  with  the  exception  of  two, 
the  oldest  and  youngest,  all  are  now  deceased. 
They  are  :  James  E.,  mentioned  below  ;  Arthur, 
who  died  October  14,  1905  ;  John,  who  died 
April  1,  1 901  ;  Charles,  who  died  September 
28,  1850;  Julia,  who  died  Alay  6,  1863;  and 
Frank  D.,  an  agriculturist  of  Franklin  town- 
ship. 

James  E.  Olin  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  he  left  the  parental  home  and  started  in 
life  for  himself,  and  working  for  others  until 
his  marriage,  he  then  farmed  as  a  renter  in 
Streetsboro  township  until,  with  his  brother 
Arthur,  he  in  Alarch  of  1S73  rented  100  acres 
of  land  in  Franklin  township,  and  in  1883 
bought  no  acres  of  land,  all  lying  in  Ravenna 
township,  with  the  exception  of  twenty-six 
acres  in  Rootstown  township.  He  built  on  this 
property  a  splendid  residence,  has  remodeled 
all  the  other  buildings  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  valuable  estates  of  Portage 
county,  100  acres  being  tillable  land  and  the 
remainder  timber.  He  follows  general  farm- 
ing and  dairying. 

Air.   Olin  married,  on   the   17th  of  Alarch, 
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1869,  Susan  J.  Bradley,  born  February  7,  1847, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Nancy  Paulina 
(Peck)  Bradley,  born  respectively  in  Leu, 
Massachusetts,  and  in  Connecticut.  She  is  a 
granddaughter  of  Stephen  Bradley,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  of  Rufus  and  Sally  Peck,  from 
Connecticut.  The  children  of  this  union  are : 
Elmira  P.,  born  October  12,  1870,  is  the  wife 
of  Burton  J.  Williard,  of  Ravenna  township  ; 
Edwin  A.  and  Erwin  G.,  twins,  born  May  14, 
1873,  and  the  latter  died  January  31,  1902; 
Gertie  B.,  born  September  12,  1879,  is  the  wife 
of  L.  V.  Merrills,  of  Ravenna  township  ;  Mertie 
E.,  born  September  16,  1883,  is  at  home  with 
her  parents ;  and  Charles  E.  was  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1889.  As  a  representative  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  Mr.  Olin  served  his  township  as 
an  assessor,  and  he  also  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Ravenna. 

David  Winch  occupies  a  prominent  place 
among  the  agricultural  residents  of  Richmond 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  and  he  represents 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  county. 
David  W.  Winch,  his  father,  born  in  Vermont 
September  27,  1797,  died  in  Ohio  February  18, 
1879.  He  came  with  team  and  wagon  to  Ohio 
about  the  year  of  1822,  locating  first  in  Monroe 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  from  whence  he 
later  moved  to  Cherry  Valley,  and  in  1839 
came  to  Richmond  township  and  to  the  pres- 
ent home  of  his  son  David.  David  Winch,  the 
father,  experienced  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life  many  times.  Ten  different  times  he  located 
on  as  many  new  farms  in  the  wilderness,  but  he 
was  an  honorable,  upright  man,  and  was  en- 
trusted with  many  public  offices,  serving  as 
township  clerk,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
as  a  township  treasurer.  He  was  a  Christian 
man,  a  prominent  church  worker,  and  was 
honored  for  his  true  worth  of  character.  He 
married  Laura  Shepherd,  who  was  born  on 
May  9,  1803,  and  died  on  August  8,  1894,  and 
their  large  family  numbered  the  following 
children:  Emeline,  who  was  born  November 
21,  1820,  married  Robert  Henry  and  died  Aug- 
ust 29,  1900;  Ethelbert,  born  May  8,  1822, 
married  Hannah  Sterges,  and  died  April  13, 
1857;  Lucinda,  born  September  7,  1824,  mar- 
ried John  Waful,  deceased,  and  she  lives  in 
New  Lyme ;  Eliza  Ann,  born  November  2, 
1825,  died  August  28,  1895;  Lucy  Ann,  born 
December  2,  1826,  married  Lewis  Leonard  and 
lives  in  Richmond  township,  Ashtabula  county  ; 
Charlotte,  born  May  30,  1828,  married  George 
Burlingham  and  died  March  14,  1868;  Samuel, 


born  July  27,  1829,  married  Eliza  Wheeler  and 
died  June  14,  1887;  Emma  Jane,  born  March 
2J,  1831,  married  Wallace  Henry,  of  Rich- 
mond township,  and  she  died  February  5,  1862 ; 
ihilo,  born  Alay  28,  1833,  married  Jane  Gra- 
ham and  died  July  14,  1887;  David,  born  Aug- 
ust 4,  1835,  is  mentioned  below;  Albert,  born 
November  5,  1837,  died  May  14.  1839;  Lau- 
rette,  born  July  3,  1840,  lives  in  Richmond 
township;  Jeanett,  born  December  1,  1842, 
married  Jacob  Richards,  and  lives  in  Dorset 
township,  and  Elbert,  born  April  19,  1844.  died 
July  2^   1850. 

David  Winch,  a  son  of  the  pioneer  David, 
attended  school  at  Padanaram  and  a  select 
school  at  Richmond  Center,  and  beginning  life 
for  himself  he  settled  first  on  a  village  lot  at 
Richmond  Center,  and  later  on  the  present 
farm.  His  estate  now  contains  147  acres  of 
rich  and  fertile  land.  In  October  of  1864  he 
enlisted  for  the  Civil  war  in  Company  D,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teers, and  served  until  the  close  of  the  struggle, 
participating  in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment, 
and  he  spent  two  months  of  the  time  in  the 
hospital  on  account  of  sickness.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  Hiram  Kile  Post,  G.  A;  R.,  at  An- 
dover,  and  he  at  one  time  served  as  the  senior 
commander  of  Lincoln  Post  at  Pierpont.  He 
is  also  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Relief 
Lodge  No.  284  at  Pierpont,  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  at  Jefferson,  No.  141,  of  Cache  Com- 
mandery  No.  27  at  Conneaut  and  of  Conneaut 
Council.  In  politics  he  is  allied  with  the  Re- 
publicans, and  has  served  his  township  one 
term  as  a  trustee,  one  term  as  an  assessor, 
twelve  years  as  notary,  and  for  many  years 
was  president  of  the  board  of  education.  For 
forty  years  Mr.  Winch  has  been  a  leading  citi- 
zen of  the  county  and  was  commissioner  to 
the  World's  Fair  in  1893  at  Chicago,  repre- 
senting Ashtabula  county. 

Mr.  Winch  married  first  Sarah  Ann  Gra- 
ham, who  was  born  December  20,  1835.  and 
died  in  1870,  and  their  children  are:  William 
C,  who  was  born  November  18.  1862.  married 
May  Burt,  and  is  a  blacksmith  in  Richmond 
township;  Mary  E..  born  December  6,  1864, 
married  R.  B.  Weir,  and  is  a  farmer  living  in 
Richmond;  Harriet  J.,  born  March  19,  1867, 
married  C.  W.  Evans,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Conneaut ;  and  Flora  E.. 
born  April  17,  1869,  married  F.  A.  Amsdell, 
and  lives  in  Oklahoma  City.  Oklahoma.  Mr. 
Winch  married  for  his  second  wife  Rachel  L. 
August,  born  July  7.  1841,  and  they  have  two 
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children:  Elsie  I.,  born  July  18,  1873,  and 
Garrie,  born  February  26,  1876.  Elsie  I.  mar- 
ried George  Smith,  a  farmer,  and  lives  in 
Richmond.  The  other  daughter  married  Clar- 
ence Green,  an  engineer  on  the  Nickle  Plate 
Railroad,  living  at  Conneaut.  Mr.  Winch  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  he  has  served  his  religious  home  as  the 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school.  For  over 
thirty  years  he  has  been  a  regular  reporter  for 
the  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington 
and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity. 

Louis  E.  Jennings  was  one  of  the  earliest 
residents  of  Portage  county.  He  was  born  in 
its  township  of  Ravenna  July  14,  181 1,  a  son 
of  David  and  Hanna  (Wellman)  Jennings, 
the  father  born  in  Bradford,  Massachusetts, 
January  1,  1771 ,  and  the  mother  in  Hillsboro 
county.  New  Hampshire,  September  13,  1769. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  Thomas  Well- 
man.  In  1802  David  and  Hanna  Jennings 
drove  from  the  east  to  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  bought  a  farm  of  115  acres  from 
the  Connecticut  Land  Company.  At  the  time 
•of  purchase  that  land  was  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timber,  and  their  nearest  neighbors 
were  from  ten  to  twenty  miles  distant.  ,  Mr. 
Jennings  cleared  and  improved  his  place,  built 
thereon  a  log  cabin,  and  with  a  Mr.  Eaton 
built  a  saw  and  grist  mill  and  continued  its 
operation  for  many  years.  The  children  born 
of  their  union  were :  Solomon,  who  died  in 
Franklin  township ;  David,  who  died  on  the 
25th  of  January,  1862:  Daniel  W.,  who  died 
September  17,  1874;  Mrs.  Hanna  H.  Cutler, 
who  died  June  10,  1835  ;  Squire  L.,  who  died 
in  1897;  and  Louis  E.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  The  mother  died  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1840,  and  the  father  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1856.    He  held  many  of  the  local  public  offices. 

Louis  E.  Jennings  followed  the  coopering 
"business  for  many  years  in  connection  with  his 
farm  work.  He  too  held  many  of  the  local 
public  offices,  being  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations,  and  he  was  for  thirty  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  He  married  on  the 
22d  of  January,  1833,  Elizabeth  Knowlton, 
who  was  born  at  New  Sharon,  Maine,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Butler) 
Knowlton.  After  the  father's  death  in  Maine, 
the  mother  married  Ebenezer  Wellman,  and 
on  the  13th  of  October,  1832,  she  arrived  in 
Ravenna  township,  and  it  was  here  that  her 
daughter  met  and  married  Mr.  Jennings.  Of 
their  children  four  are  yet  living  on  the  home 


farm — Elizabeth  A.,  who  has  been  totally  blind 
since  seven  years  of  age,  Helen,  Arminta  L. 
and  Albert  Benton. 

The  latter  was  born  on  this  farm  December 
23,  185 1,  and  is  now  carrying  on  its  work,  the 
estate  consisting  of  about  190  acres,  of  which 
he  owns  about  fifty-four  acres,  the  remainder 
being  in  the  possession  of  the  three  sisters,  of 
which  Elizabeth  A.  has  twenty-five  acres, 
Helen  M.,  twenty-seven,  and  Arminta  L., 
twenty-seven.  The  present  residence  was 
erected  in  i860  by  the  father,  who  cut  the  tim- 
ber from  his  own  land,  and  "with  his  son  Al- 
bert he  built  another  frame  house  in  1884,  in 
which  the  son  has  ever  since  resided,  but  he 
farms  the  entire  estate.  He  married  on  the  2d 
of  November,  1880,  Caroline  Hadley,  who  was 
born  in  Brecksville,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  Louis  and  Nancy  (Johnson) 
Hadley,  natives  respectively  of  Portage  and 
Cuyahoga  counties,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Harry  Hadley,  of  Portage  county,  and  of  Will- 
iam and  Esther  (Eims)  Johnson.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  are:  Charles 
Howard,  a  carpenter  in  Ravenna,  and  who 
married  Addie  Dutter;  Donald  H.,  at  home 
with  his  parents;  and  Albert  B.  Jr.,  attending 
the  district  schools.  Mr.  Jennings  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Foresters  of  America,  Ravenna 
Lodge,  No.  43. 

Sage  Hurlburt,  postmaster  at  Freedom 
Station,  Portage  county,  is  also  one  of  the 
leading  general  merchants  and  produce  dealers 
of  tne  place  and  has  long  been  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  township.  He  is  a 
native  of  Freedom  township,  born  September 
2i,  1853,  and  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Harriet 
(Sage)  Hurlburt.  His  father  was  born  at 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  and  his  mother  has 
passed  all  her  life  in  Freedom  township.  Mr. 
Hurlburt's  paternal  grandparents  were  Sylves- 
ter and  Nancy  Hurlburt,  of  Connecticut,  and 
his  grandparents  on  the  maternal  side,  Ros- 
well  and  Minerva  Sage,  were  from  Massachu- 
setts. Grandfather  Hurlburt  drove  through 
the  forests  and  over  the  mountains  from  Con- 
necticut by  ox  team  and  located  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Freedom  township  as  its  seventh  per- 
manent settler ;  or,  to  be  more  exact,  his  was 
the  seventh  family  to  make  Freedom  town- 
ship its  home.  During  the  first  of  their  resi- 
dence there,  while  their  log  house  was  being 
erected,  they  were  made  welcome  and  com- 
fortable by   Mr.   Chamberlin,  the  first   settler 
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of  the  town.  Grandfather  Sage  and  his  family 
were  also  very  early  settlers  of  the  township. 
The  parents  married  and  located  one  mile  south 
of  Drakesburg,  where  the  father  died  in  1872 
and  the  mother  in  1881.  Their  children  were: 
Sage,  of  this  sketch,  and  Jennie,  who  is  now 
the  widow  of  J.  Hart  and  resides  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  Michigan. 

Sage  Hurlburt  was  educated  in  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  Ravenna  and  at  Hiram 
College,  and  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage 
in  1876.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  adjoin- 
ing his  father's  place,  upon  which  he  resided 
until  the  death  of  the  elder  Mr.  Hurlburt  in 
1872.  He  then  moved  to  the  family  home- 
stead, which  he  conducted  until  his  wife's 
death,  March  7,  1904.  Soon  afterward.  Mr. 
Hurlburt  located  at  Ravenna,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  year  before  becoming  a  resident 
of  Freedom  Station.  His  first  business  ven- 
ture there  was  to  purchase  a  feed,  coal  and 
agricultural  implement  business,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  February.  1908.  Upon  disposing 
of  that,  he  bought  a  general  merchandise  store, 
and  added  a  produce  department  to  his  busi- 
ness. He  has  also  been  active  in  the  public 
affairs  of  his  township,  having  served  as  trus- 
tee for  a  period  of  twelve  years.  He  has  been 
influential  in  Republican  politics  for  many 
years,  and  in  September,  1908,  was  honored 
by  appointment  to  the  postmastership  of  Free- 
dom Station.  Mr.  Hurlburt's  first  marriage, 
March  9,  1876,  was  to  Miss  Josephine  Hawley, 
a  native  of  Berrien  Springs.  Michigan,  and  a 
daughter  of  Harvey  and  Lucretia  Hawley,  both 
born  in  Massachusetts.  The  three  children  of 
this  union  were  as  follows:  G.  W.,  who  now 
conducts  a  feed  and  coal  business ;  Rev.  Joseph 
Hurlburt.  a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  Lee,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  is 
taking,  a  course  in  electrical  engineering.  On 
Jul}'  16,  1906,  Mr.  Hurlburt  married  as  his 
second  wife,  Emma  Brown,  widow  of  George 
Potter,  a  native  of  Newton  Falls,  Ohio.  Her 
parents  are  Walstein  and  Nancy  1  Wiley  1 
Brown.  Walstein  Brown  was  born  in  Norton 
township,  Medina  county.  Ohio,  and  Nancy 
Will  \  Brown  was  born  in  West  Chazy,  New 
York. 

Simeon  S.  Oatman. — The  Oatman  family, 
father  and  three  sons,  have  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Medina  county 
for  nearly  seventy  years,  and  during  must  of 
that  period  with  the  development  of  the  vil- 
lage   of    Medina.      Lyman    Oatman    and    his 


sons.  Simeon  S.  and  Orlin,  have  been  pioneers 
and  large  promoters  of  the  meat  business, 
while  Lyman,  Jr.,  is  well  known  as  a  hard- 
ware merchant  of  the  place.  They  have  also 
been  identified,  to  some  extent,  with  the  agri- 
cultural progress  of  the  county,  and  whatever 
the  nature  of  their  activities,  have  added  to 
the  reputation  of  the  family  for  practical  abil- 
ity and  honorable  conduct. 

Simeon  S.  Oatman,  the  special  subject  of 
this  biography,  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Medina,  in  December,  1841,  son  of  Lyman  and 
Sarah  |  lieanj  Oatman.  His  father  was  born 
near  Ctica,  New  York,  in  1813,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  in  that  locality,  while  his  mother 
passed  her  girlhood  and  was  educated  in  her 
native  county  of  Rutland,  Vermont.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  Lyman  Oatman  migrated  to 
Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lafayette  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  where  he  remained  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  Shortly  after- 
ward his  ambition  took  a  mercantile  turn  and 
he  started  a  general  store  at  what  was  known 
as  the  Four  Corners  Road,  that  township.  He 
conducted  this  venture,  farmed,  bought  wool 
and  wood,  and  was  an  all-around  business 
man  and  citizen  until  he  disposed  of  his  vari- 
ous interests  in  1863  and  located  in  the  village 
of  Medina.  He  then  concentrated  his  ener- 
gies to  the  establishment  and  advancement  of 
a  meat  business,  and  by  the  spring  of  1881 
had  founded  one  of  the  most  prosperous  houses 
of  the  kind  in  the  county.  In  that  year  he 
partially  retired  from  active  work,  and  died 
iii  February.  1881,  after  a  life  of  practical  and 
honorable  successes.  His  widow,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Betsy  Bean,  early  set- 
tlers of  Medina  county,  died  not  long  after 
the  decease  of  her  husband.  Nine  children  had 
been  born  to  them,  of  whom  the  following 
reached  maturity:  Orlin  and  Simeon  S..  long 
associated  in  the  meat  business  ;  Aurelia.  who 
is  the  widow  of  Frank  Bowman  :  Adelia.  who 
married  Frank  Burdoin ;  Alfred,  who  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-sixth  Regi- 
ment. Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  in 
Medina  in  1902:  Lyman,  a  hardware  mer- 
chant  of  Medina:  and  Nora  B..  who  became 
the  wife  of  Frank  Heath,  a  leading  lawyer  of 
Medina. 

After  completing  his  public-school  educa- 
tion, Simeon  S.  entered  his  father's  meat  mar- 
ket and  at  his  death  formed  a  partnership  in 
the  same  line  with  his  brother  Orlin.  Under 
the  style  of  Oatman  Brothers,  they  had  devel- 
oped an  important  business  at  the  outbreak  of 
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the  Civil  war,  when  Simeon  S.  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Forty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Colonel  James  A.  Gar- 
field. With  his  regiment,  he  participated  in 
a  number  of  engagements  and  for  some  time 
was  stationed  near  Vicksburg.  At  his  honor- 
able discharge,  November  28,  1864,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Medina ;  afterward 
spent  three  years  in  Iowa,  but  returned  to  his 
home  town  and  resumed  business  relations 
with  his  brother  Orlin  for  many  years.  He 
then  spent  some  time  at  Cleveland,  in  the 
meat  business,  but  again  returned  to  Medina 
and  formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name 
of  Oatman  &  Hedges,  the  present  style.  Mr. 
Oatman's  business  is  large  and  growing;  he 
owns  pasture  grounds  of  twenty  acres  within 
the  city  limits ;  has  a  comfortable  and  taste- 
ful residence  at  316  North  court,  and  is  a 
leading  citizen  who  has  "made  good"  both  in 
attaining  a  permanent  competency  and  a  stable 
and  estimable  character.  As  a  Mason,  he  is 
a  member  of  Medina  Lodge  and,  as  an  old 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  belongs  to  H.  G. 
Blake  Post,  No.  168.  In  politcs  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and,  from  his  substantial  standing 
in  the  community,  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
public  matters  relating  to  city  and  county.  In 
1867  Mr.  Oatman  married  Miss  Mary  F. 
Lemon,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Lemon,  and  their 
son,  Albert,  is  a  commercial  traveler  out  of 
Cleveland,  with  good  prospects. 

Horace  Albert  Doolittle. — The  descend- 
ant of  a  pioneer  family  of  prominence  and  in- 
fluence, Horace  Albert  Doolittle  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Streetsboro  township,  Portage 
county,  where  his  birth  occurred,  April  21, 
1842.  A  part  of  the  homestead  property  of 
his  father,  the  late  Albert  Doolittle,  has  come 
into  his  possession,  and  here  he  is  carrying  on 
mixed  husbandry,  including  dairying,  on  an 
extensive  scale,  as  a  general  farmer  meeting 
with  satisfactory  success.  He  comes  of  New 
England  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Doolittle,  having  been  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
his  birth  occurring  February  10,  1771. 

Accepting,  prior  to  1800,  the  agency  of  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company,  Benjamin  Doo- 
little came  to  Portage  county  as  a  surveyor, 
and  in  that  capacity  surveyed  Streetsboro 
township,  which  was  one  of  the  last  town- 
ships in  the  county  to  be  settled.  Here  he 
subsequently  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  brought  his  family 
in  1825.  Clearing  a  space,  he  built  a  log 
cabin,  and   in   the   years  that   followed   made 


substantial  improvements  on  the  place,  living 
on  it  until  within  one  year  of  his  death,  in 
September,  1849.  He  married  Fannie  Ward, 
who  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  1,  1782,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm,  in  Streetsboro  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  April  27,  1847.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  namely :  Nelson,  Albert,  George, 
Henry,  Lydia  A.,  William,  Polly  Jane,  Theo- 
dore B.  and  Eloisa.  All  of  these,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Nelson,  who  was  a  Universalist 
minister,  having  charge  of  a  church  in  Penn- 
sylvania, came  to  Streetsboro. 

Albert  Doolittle  was  born  October  7,  1806, 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
came  with  the  family  to  Streetsboro  township 
in  1825.  His  first  purchase  of  land,  consist- 
ing of  seventy-three  acres,  lying  in  Streets- 
boro township,  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  valua- 
ble homestead  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
on  which  he  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  active 
life,  passing  away  January  15,  1886,  at  a  ripe 
old  age.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  average 
ability,  having  established  the  first  general 
store  in  the  township,  and  having,  after  his 
boys  got  old  enough  to  care  for  the  home  farm, 
spent  a  number  of  years  as  a  contractor  in 
the  construction  of  railroads.  He  married,  in 
1835,  Alamanda  Burroughs,  who  was  born, 
June  23,  1819,  in  Shalersville  township,  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Lucy  (Green)  Burroughs,  and  died  in  Streets- 
boro township,  October  1,  1900.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  as  follows : 
Charles  R.,  of  whom  a  brief  sketch  may  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume;  Au- 
gusta D.,  deceased,  who  married  N.  S.  Olin : 
Horace  Albert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  and 
Lucy,  deceased,  who  married  Charles  Harmon, 
of  Aurora  township. 

After  obtaining  a  common  and  high  school 
education  in  his  native  town,  Horace  Albert 
Doolittle  attended  a  commercial  college  in 
Akron,  Ohio.  He  subsequently  assisted  in  the 
management  of  the  parental  homestead  until 
going  to  Coshocton  county.  Ohio,  where  he 
had  an  interest  in  a  coal  bank.  Remaining 
there  a  year,  he  sold  out  his  share  of  the  coal 
bed,  and  returned  to  the  old  home,  where  he 
resided  until  his  marriage.  On  the  death  of 
his  father.  Mr.  Doolittle  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  acres  of  the  homestead 
property,  the  whole  of  which  he  had  previously 
managed  for  a  number  of  years  on  shares,  and 
in  addition  to  working  the  land  that  he  had 
purchased  he  also  carried  on  his  mother's  por- 
tion,  one  hundred   and   nine  acres,   until   her 
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death,  in  1900.  That  portion,  too,  then  came 
into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Doolittle,  who  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  acres  of  land 
in  Streetsboro  township,  all  of  the  original 
homestead  with  the  exception  of  four  acres  in 
Shalersville  township. 

Mr.  Doolittle  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first,  May  12,  1870,  Mary  E.  Sey- 
mour, who  was  born  in  Perry  township,  Wyo- 
ming county,  New  York,  which  was  also  the 
birthplace  of  her  parents,  Nathaniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Calkins)  Seymour.  She  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  leaving  two  children,  namely: 
Nathaniel  S.,  born  September  17,  1871,  lives 
in  Kent,  Ohio ;  and  Horace  A.,  Jr.,  born 
November  29,  1873,  a  resident  of  Ravenna, 
1  Hiio.  Mr.  Doolittle  married,  second,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1882,  Effie  E.  Peck,  who  was  born  in 
Streetsboro  township,  April  6,  1855,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Peck,  and  granddaughter  of 
Rufus  and  Sallie  (Hall)  Peck,  of  Newtown, 
Connecticut.  Henry  Peck,  born  in  Newtown, 
married  Julia  E.  Jenkins,  who  was  born  in 
Watertown,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Ursula  (Brewster)  Jenkins,  of  New  York 
state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doolittle  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Cora  Lucile  Doolittle,  born  November  3, 
1886.  Mr.  Doolittle  is  a  talented  musician, 
fond  of  music  from  his  childhood.  When  but 
fourteen  years  old  he  learned  to  play  the  cor- 
net, and  for  many  years  belonged  to  the 
Streetsboro  band,  of  which  he  was  the  leader 
from  1890  until  its  disbandment  in  1900,  since 
which  time  there  has  been  no  band  in  the 
place.  He  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  active  in  local  matters,  never 
shirking  the  responsibilities  of  office,  and  for 
thirteen  terms  served  as  township  trustee. 

Robert  Stuart,  a  prominent  farmer  in 
Fierpont  township,  Ashtabula  county,  was 
born  July  13,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Morrow)  Stuart.  His  grandfather, 
Sanford  Stuart,  came  from  Tolland.  Massa- 
chusetts, to  Ohio  with  an  ox-team,  after  the 
war  of  1812.  He  married  Miss  Two,  and  their 
children  were:  Melissa,  Melinda,  Caroline, 
James,  and  Loren  L. 

James  Stuart  died  at  about  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-five. His  wife  died  about  the  age  of  thirty. 
They  had  one  child,  Robert.  Like  his  father, 
Robert  Stuart  was  a  farmer.  He  lived  in 
Trumbull  county  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  on  his 
farm,  clearing  and  improving  the  land.  He 
worked  for  a  time  also  in  a  store.  He  enlisted, 
August    19,    1861,    in    Company    P>,    Twenty- 


ninth  Ohio,  and  received  honorable  discharge 
October  15,  1864.  Though  he  was  sick  much 
of  the  time,  he  served  three  years.  He  belongs 
to  Lincoln  Post  No.  18,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  at  Pierpont,  and  was  for  twenty 
years  commander  of  the  post;  he  also  served 
one  year  as  chaplain.  He  is  a  Master  Mason 
of  Relief  Lodge  No.  284,  at  Pierpont,  and 
has  been  tyler  for  fifteen  years  and  treasurer; 
he  was  junior  warden  one  year  and  deacon  one 
year.  He  was  formerly  a  Granger.  He  pays 
close  attention  to  his  farm,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  fine  condition.  Politically  Mr. 
Stuart  is  a  Republican  and  he  served  three 
years  as  township  trustee  and  four  years  as 
supervisor. 

Mr.  Stuart  married  (first)  Lydia  Baker, 
born  December  15,  1840,  and  died  June  3,. 
1874.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  deceased,, 
born  April  18,  1858 ;  Orpha,  born  May  30, 
1859,  died  December  29,  1874;  Lilly,  born 
February  5,  1861,  died  March  7,  1880:  Addie, 
born  December  22,  1867,  married  Fred  F. 
Smith  and  lives  in  Conneaut.  Mr.  Stuart  mar- 
ried (second)  Maria  Latin,  of  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  born  December,  1830.  He  mar- 
ried (third)  Helen,  daughter  of  Warren  and 
Caroline  (Hall)  Dart,  born  September  10, 
1 84 1.  He  had  no  children  by  his  last  two 
marriages. 

John  S.  Tibbals. — Among  the  agricultur- 
ists of  Charlestown  township  is  numbered  John 
S.  Tibbals,  who  was  born  in  Deerfield  town- 
ship on  the  3d  of  April,  1869.  He  is  of  the 
fourth  generation  of  his  family  in  Portage 
county,  for  his  great-grandfather,  Moses  Tib- 
bals, located  in  its  township  of  Deerfield  dur- 
ing the  earliest  period  of  its  settlement,  and 
the  brick  house  which  he  built  in  1816  is  yet 
standing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and 
there  four  generations  of  the  Tibbals  family 
have  lived.  Alfred  M.  Tibbals,  his  son,  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  while  his  wife,  Mar- 
tha H.  Swem,  was  from  New  Jersey,  born  in 
1800,  and  she  came  to  Ohio  in  1814,  making 
the  journey  to  Salem  in  a  one-horse  wagon. 
Among  their  children  was  John  L.  Tibbals, 
a  native  of  Deerfield  township.  Portage  county, 
and  he  married  Mary  C.  Dewey,  who  was 
born  in  1832,  in  Franklin  township,  a  daughter 
of  Fred  and  Fannie  (Williams)  Dewey,  who 
located  in  Franklin  township  during  an  early 
period  in  its  history,  and  they  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  farm  from  its  native  wildness  there. 

John  S.  Tibbals,  one  of  the  children  of  John 
L.  and  Mary  Tibbals,  received  a  good  educa- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


"33 


tion  in  the  Kent  public  schools,  and  he  re- 
mained with  his  parents  during  their  lives. 
After  their  death  he  went  to  California  to 
regain  the  health  which  he  had  lost  in  caring 
for  them  during  the  latter  years  of  their  lives. 
Returning  to  Portage  county,  he  bought  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Charlestown  township  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  He  has  fraternal  relations  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  order  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Universalist  church. 

Betsey  Avery  Babcock.  —  The  name  of 
Mrs.  Betsey  Babcock  is  a  familiar  one  in  Ra- 
venna township  and  its  vicinity,  for  here  she 
has  resided  for  many  years,  from  the  period 
of  its  earliest  settlement,  and  she  has  won  in 
all  these  years  many  stanch  and  true  friends. 
She  was  born  on  the  30th  of  May,  183 1,  to 
Reuben  and  Corrinna  ((Lewis)  Avery,  the 
father  from  New  York  and  the  mother  from 
Connecticut.  Her  grandparents  located  in  west- 
ern Lorain  county,  Ohio,  as  early  as  1800. 
Reuben  Avery,  a  shoemaker,  located  in  Au- 
rora, Ohio,  and  was  there  married  to  his  sec- 
ond wife,  and  as  she  owned  a  farm,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  also 
cleared  and  improved  the  land.  He  lived  to 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  one 
years,  and  died  in  the  year  1873. 

Their  daughter  Betsey  remained  at  home 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  and  she 
was  the  youngest  of  her  father's  eighteen  chil- 
dren. Her  marriage  to  Albert  Babcock  was 
celebrated  on  the  "26th  of  April,  1854,  and 
they  then  bought  the  farm  on  which  the  widow 
resided  for  fifty-one  years,  they  having  in  the 
meantime  cleared  it  from  its  virgin  wildness. 
It  is  a  one  hundred  and  eighty  acre  tract,  and 
there  the  husband  passed  away  in  death  on 
April  26,  1905.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  Ravenna  town- 
ship, and  his  name  was  honored  wherever 
known.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
namely :  John  T.,  Adelaide  M.,  Mary  Cor- 
rinna.  Martha   M.,  Jeanette   M.   and  Joseph- 


Rir.KY  J.  BrakEMAN. — This  brief  review  is 

dedicated  to  one  who  stands  representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Lake 
county,  where  he  has  ably  upheld  the  pres- 
tige of  the  name  which  he  bears,  and  he  is 
now  known  as  one  of  the  leading  contractors 
and  builders  of  his  native  county  and  as  one 


of  the  progressive  business  men  and  loyal  citi- 
zens of  Painesville. 

Riley  J.  Brakeman  was  born  in  Leroy  town- 
ship, Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Gerry  and  Mary  Ann 
(  Williams)  Brakeman,  whose  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  this  county  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1847.  Gerry  Brakeman  was  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Clarissa  (Race)  Brakeman,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  July  27,  1785,  and  the  latter 
April  3,  1795;  they  were  married  April  17, 
1813.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Henry 
Brakeman  married,  in  1842,  Betsey  Bedell, 
who  died  several  years  later.  In  1858  he 
wedded  Ann  Parker,  who  survived  him.  His 
first  wife  died  in  1840,  and  he  passed  away 
February  20,  1869,  in  Leroy  township,  Lake 
county,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Eve  Brakeman,  died 
April  23,  1839,  and  her  remains  rest  in  the 
Brakeman  meeting-house  cemetery  in  Leroy 
township ;  she  was  over  one  hundred  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 

It  is  but  consistent  that  in  this  publication 
be  perpetuated  a  brief  record  concerning  the 
children  of  Henry  Brakeman,  who  came  from 
Schoharie  county,  New  York,  to  Ohio  about 
1817,  and  numbered  himself  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Leroy  township,  Lake  county,  where 
he  became  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land, 
and  where  he  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  virgin 
forest.  Louis  L.,  born  February  1,  1815,  mar- 
ried Mary  Tew  ;  Elizabeth,  born  February  29, 
1816,  married  John  Tear,  and  they  removed 
to  Illinois;  Jacob,  born  August  20,  1817,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ;  Peter,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1818,  married  Clarissa  Heminway; 
Henry  H.,  born  March  20,  1821,  married  Sa- 
mantha  Heminway ;  Polly,  born  December  7, 
1822,  became  the  wife  of  Allen  C.  Bebee  and 
died  in  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county,  in  1906; 
Gerry,  born  March  15.  1824,  was  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  is  more 
specifically  mentioned  in  paragraphs  follow- 
ing; Catherine,  born  January  5,  1826,  is  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Bedell,  of  Leroy  township; 
John  C,  born  July  2,  1829,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years ;  and  Harmony,  born  September 
13,  1838,  married  James  Cam  and  removed 
to  Iowa.  All  of  the  sons  except  Gerry  left 
Lake  county  and  established  homes  for  them- 
selves elsewhere. 

Upon  coming  to  Lake  county.  Henry  Brake- 
man  set  to  himself  the  task  of  reclaiming  a 
farm  from  the  wilderness  and  he  lived  up  to 
the    full    tension    of   the    pioneer   epoch.      He 
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was  favored  in  having  sturdy  sons  to  aid  him 
in  his  work,  and  the  large  family  was  one  in 
which  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  mutual  affec- 
tion obtained  to  an  exceptional  degree.  On 
the  farm  of  this  honored  pioneer  was  located 
what  was  known  as  the  Brakeman  meeting- 
house, a  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  of 
the  same  he  was  one  of  the  most  liberal  and 
influential  members.  He  gave  to  each  of  his 
children  fifty  acres  of  land,  thus  showing  his 
abiding  solicitude  as  well  as  his  paternal  gen- 
erosity. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Williams)  Brakeman,  the 
loved  and  devoted  mother  of  Riley  J.  Brake- 
man,  was  a  daughter  of  Heman  and  Anna 
(Reynolds)  Williams,  pioneers  of  Concord 
township.  Lake  county,  where  she  was  born  on 
the  26th  of  August,  1826,  and  where  her  father 
was  a  representative  farmer  and  influential  citi- 
zen in  the  early  days.  Heman  Williams  was 
born  in  Lanesboro.  Massachusetts,  November 
3,  1796.  Her  mother  was  born  at  Lanesboro. 
Massachusetts,  August  10,  1801,  and  in  1821 
came  with  her  husband  to  Lake  county,  Ohio. 
They  were  married  February  13  of  that  year, 
and  this  constituted  their  stately  wedding 
tour,  which  was  made  with  an  ox  team.  They 
located  on  Big  creek,  Concord  township,  where 
Mr.  Williams  erected  a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill, 
which  he  operated  for  many  years,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
his  farm. 

Gerry  Brakeman  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Lake  county,  and  his  educational  advantages 
were  those  of  the  primitive  pioneer  schools. 
In  initiating  his  independent  career  he  located 
on  the  farm  given  to  him  by  his  father,  and  to 
its  improvement  and  cultivation  he  thereafter 
continued  to  give  his  attention  until  1859,  when 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  "Log  Tavern 
Corners,"  Concord  township,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  carpenter  work.  He  was  among  the 
first  to  respond  to  President  Lincoln's  first 
call  for  volunteers  after  the  Civil  war  was 
precipitated  upon  a  divided  nation.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Seventh  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until 
his  death,  as  a  martyr  to  his  country's  cause. 
He  was  instantaneously  killed  by  a  sharp- 
shooter, on  the  16th  of  June,  1864,  while  he 
was  at  work  on  a  bridge  at  Marietta.  Georgia, 
having  been  previously  transferred  to  a  pio- 
neer corps.  His  diary  and  penholder,  the  lat- 
ter of  which  was  cut  off  by  the  bullet  which 
killed  him,  are  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
son  Riley.  About  one  year  prior  to  his  death, 
Gerry  Brakeman  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by 


a  musket  ball,  and  was  sent  home  on  furlough. 
As  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  recuperated,  he 
rejoined  his  command,  and  he  had  taken  part 
in  many  important  battles,  as  well  as  skir- 
mishes and  minor  engagements.  His  widow 
was  left  with  four  children,  the  eldest  a  daugh- 
ter of  sixteen  years  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Concerning  the  children  the  following  data 
are  entered :  Eleanor  P.  is  the  widow  of  Har- 
mon Manley  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Paines- 
ville  ;  George  A.  is  a  successful  contractor  and 
builder  at  Anderson,  Indiana ;  Ann  J.  died  in 
young  womanhood ;  and  Riley  J.,  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  youngest  of  the  children.  The 
devoted  mother  managed  to  keep  her  little 
family  together,  though  her  financial  resources 
were  very  limited,  and  as  soon  as  they  were 
able  to  render  aid  the  children  did  this,  by  se- 
curing employment  in  the  neighborhood.  Mrs. 
Brakeman  remained  true  to  the  memory  of  her 
soldier  husband,  whom  she  survived  by  more 
than  thirty  years.  About  1881  she  removed  to 
Painesville,  and  thereafter  she  was  a  loved 
inmate  of  the  home  of  her  youngest  son,  Riley 
J.,  until  her  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1895.  She  was  an  earnest 
and  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  and  was  a  woman  whose  gentle 
and  gracious  personality  gained  to  her  the  af- 
fectionate regard  of  all  who  knew  her.  Her  ' 
husband  likewise  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  and  his  political  support  was  ac- 
corded to  the  Republican  party  from  the  time 
of  its  organization  until  his  death. 

Riley  J.  Brakeman  passed  his  boyhood  days 
in  Concord  township,  whither  the  family  re- 
moved from  Leroy  township  when  he  was 
about  two  years  of  age,  and  his  early  educa- 
tional training  was  received  in  the  district 
school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
at  Mentor,  and,  with  natural  mechanical  abil- 
ity, he  soon  became  a  skilled  artisan  at  his 
trade,  with  which  work  he  has  been  continu- 
ously identified  during  his  entire  business  ca- 
reer. He  took  up  his  residence  in  Painesville 
in  1881.  at  which  time  he  was  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  and  after  following  the  work  of 
his  trade  as  a  journeyman  for  several  years 
he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  on  his 
own  responsibility.  In  this  field  of  enterprise 
he  has  gained  unmistakable  priority  and  defi- 
nite success.  He  has  erected  a  large  number 
of  buildings  in  Painesville  and  vicinity  and  has 
had  many  important  contracts  within  the  long 
years  of  his  residence  in  Painesville.  Tn  the 
summer  of  iS>)7  he  was  superintendent  for  the 
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state  of  the  erection  of  the  girl's  industrial 
home  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  as  representative 
appointed  by  the  Painesville  board  of  educa- 
tion he  had  the  superintendency  of  the  erection 
of  the  fine  high  school  building  in  this  city. 
He  has  done  contracting  for  all  kinds  of  build- 
ing and  has  gained  a  high  reputation  for  abil- 
ity, careful  observance  of  the  terms  of  con- 
tract, and  correct  business  methods.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  his  voca- 
tion in  Painesville,  and  as  a  man  and  a  citizen 
commands  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem 
in  the  community. 

In  politics  Mr.  P>rakeman  accords  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  while  he  has 
never  had  aught  of  ambition  for  political  pre- 
ferment, he  has  shown  a  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  especially  in  those  touch- 
ing the  welfare  of  his  home  city.  He  served 
one  term  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  and 
has  ever  given  his  aid  and  influence  in  sup- 
port of  measures  projected  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, in  which  his  affiliations  are  with  Tem- 
ple Lodge,  No.  28,  Free  &  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  is  past  master ;  Painesville  Chap- 
ter. No.  46,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  which  also 
he  has  passed  all  of  the  official  chairs ;  and 
Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29,  Knights  Templar, 
of  which  he  is  past  eminent  commander. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1894.  Mr.  Brakeman 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Iowa  Ross, 
who  was  born  at  Austinburg,  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Emily  (Kimball)  Ross. 
Both  her  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents 
came  to  Ohio  from  northeastern  Pennsylvania, 
and  from  this  state  her  parents  removed  to 
Iowa,  where  her  father  died  in  1864.  The 
widowed  mother  then  returned  with  her  five 
children  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  later, 
when  Mrs.  Brakeman  was  a  girl  of  four- 
teen years,  the  family  removed  to  Painesville, 
where  she  was  reared  to  maturity  and  where 
her  marriage  was  solemnized.  Her  mother 
finally  contracted  a  second  marriage,  becoming 
the  wife  of  Oswin  Guild.  The  only  child  of 
this  second  marriage  is  Albert,  and"  concern- 
ing the  five  children  of  the  first  marriage  the 
following  brief  record  is  given  :  Viola  is  the 
wife  of  William  Bates,  of  Lakewood,  Ohio; 
Miss  .Belle  resides  in  the  city  of  Cleveland  ; 
William  is  a  resident  of  Ashtabula  county; 
and  Edwin  resides  in  the  citv  of  Cleveland ; 
Iowa,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  the  subject 


of  this  sketch.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brakeman  have 
one  son,  Philip  Ross,  who  was  born  in  1897. 

Tice  L.  Webber. — A  man  of  push  and 
energy,  endowed  with  natural  business  tact 
and  enterprise,  Tice  L.  Webber  is  carrying  on 
an  extensive  dairy  business,  his  well  improved 
and  finely  managed  farm  lying  one  and  one- 
half  miles  southeast  of  Jefferson,  and  his  milk 
route  being  one  of  the  best  paying  ones  in  this 
part  of  Ashtabula  county.  A  son  of  William 
Webber,  he  was  born,  June  16,  1864,  in  Good- 
rich, Ontario.  His  grandparents,  George  and 
Mary  Webber,  lived  in  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  for  a  few  years,  but  returned  to  New 
York,  and  spent  their  last  days  in  Sennett, 
Cayuga  county. 

Born  and  educated  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
William  Webber  came  from  there  to  Ohio 
when  seventeen  years  old.  He  lived  for  awhile 
in  Austinburg,  then  migrated  to  Pontiac, 
Michigan,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
butcher.  Returning  to  Ohio,  he  spent  a  short 
time  in  Jefferson,  after  which  he  lived  for 
fifteen  years  in  New  York  state.  For  the  past 
fifteen  years,  however,  he  has  resided  in  Jef- 
ferson township,  Ashtabula  county,  being  now 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  married,  in 
Austinburg,  this  county,  Alice  Mills,  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Joseph  Mills,  a  pioneer 
of  that  place.  She  died  in  Binghamton,  New 
York.  Of  the  children  born  of  their  union 
the  following  are  living:  Mills  O.,  manager  of 
a  shoe  store  in  Syracuse,  New  York;  and 
Tice  L.,  who  is  the  oldest. 

Tice  L.  Webber  was  brought  up  in  Ontario, 
where  his  father  had  at  one  time  a  market 
and  was  constantly  trading,  buying  cheese  and 
other  commodities  in  Ohio  and  selling  them 
in  Ontario  or  Michigan.  Leaving  home  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years,  Tice  lived  in  Jefferson, 
Ohio,  for  awhile,  attending  school  and  doing 
chores  for  Loren  French,  working,  for  his 
board.  Going  then  to  Austinburg,  he  worked 
for  his  uncle,  John  Mills,  for  two  or  three 
years,  after  which  he  spent  an  equal  length  of 
time  in  Cayuga  county.  New  York.  After 
attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Webber  returned 
to  Ohio  and  entered  the  employ  of  Ed  Strong, 
who  lived  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Jefferson, 
driving  a  milk  wagon  for  him.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Webber  ran  the  milk  wagon  for  Mr. 
Strong  for  a  short  time  and  then  purchased  a 
route  for  his  own.  In  1887.  having  accumu- 
lated a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  warrant  him 
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in  so  doing,  he  bought  his  present  farm,  the 
old  Square's  estate,  situated  on  the  old  plank 
road,  one  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  the 
village  of  Jefferson.  It  contains  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  is  cul- 
tivating with  success,  in  the  meantime  making 
a  specialty  of  dairying,  which  he  has  carried 
on  the  past  twenty-four  years,  the  first  five 
years  driving  the  milk  wagon  himself  and 
never  losing  one  day.  Here  Mr.  Webber  has 
added  improvements  of  an  excellent  character, 
having  made  additions  to  the  barn,  built  two 
silos,  and  introduced  all  of  the  most  modern 
and  approved  appliances  for  successfully  car- 
rying- on  dairying  scientifically,  using  ice  in 
cooling  his  milk,  which  he  puts  up  in  bottles, 
everything  being  conducted  in  as  sanitary  a 
manner  as  possible. 

Mr.  Webber  married.  February  16,  1886. 
Allie  D.  Hill,  who  was  born  at  Geneva,  Ashta- 
bula county,  in  1865,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Drusilla  ( Massingham )  Hill,  who  are 
now  living  in  Lenox  township,  Ashtabula 
county.  Blanche  E.  Webber,  the  only  child 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webber,  was  born  November 
10.  1888,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Jeffer- 
son Educational  Institute  when  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Oberlin 
College,  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  belonging  to  the 
class  of  1910.  Politically  Mr.  Webber  is  a 
steadfast  Republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

Frederick  Beck. — A  German  youth,  with 
only  a  common  school  education,  came  to 
Ohio  more  than  half  a  century  ago  and  for 
forty-two  years  of  that  period  was  a  sturdy 
blacksmith  and  farmer  in  Medina  county.  But 
he  was  intelligent  and  ambitious,  as  well  as  in- 
dustrious and  honest,  and  his  associates  hon- 
ored him  as  a  worthy  type  of  the  German- 
American  by  entrusting  their  public  affairs  to 
him  in  the  capacity  of  county  recorder.  This 
citizen  of  rugged  honor  and  ability  is  Fred- 
erick Beck,  of  Medina,  now  in  his  seventy- 
fourth  year  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  wide 
popularity  and  complete  confidence. 

Born  in  Germany,  in  the  year  1836,  Mr. 
Beck  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  country  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1853,  landing  at  New 
York  City.  From  the  metropolis  he  went  to 
Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
worked  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  in  1856 


became  a  resident  of  Ohio.  Stopping  for  a 
short  time  in  Cleveland,  he  went  on  to  Summit 
county,  and  after  following  his  trade  there  for 
a  time  located  in  Guilford  township,  Medina 
county,  where  he  built  a  blacksmith  shop  and 
conducted  a  general  repair  business  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  then  bought  eighty-five 
acres  of  land  in  the  township,  placed  it  under 

g 1  cultivation  and  engaged  in  farming  for 

seventeen  years.  His  industry,  thrift  and  un- 
assuming ability,  exercised  through  these 
many  years  of  his  residence  in  Medina  county, 
had  been  well  noted  by  his  numerous  friends, 
and  as  he  had  always  been  a  Republican  since 
acquiring  his  papers  of  citizenship,  they  ral- 
lied to  his  support  in  1899  and  elected  him 
recorder  of  Medina  county  for  a  term  of  six 
years.  At  its  expiration  he  retained  a  clerk- 
ship in  the  office.  This  he  still  holds  and, 
in  view  of  his  age,  he  writes  a  very  legible  and 
finished  English  text.  Mr.  Beck's  father  came 
to  the  United  States  late  in  life  and  died  in 
Guilford  township  in  1894.  His  wife,  who 
was  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Freed,  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  has  borne  him  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Joseph,  Jacob,  Henry, 
Reuben,  Alvin,  William;  Minnie,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Houseworth  and  resides  at 
Wadsworth;  and  Losina,  who  married  Oscar 
Rothacher  and  lives  in  that  town  also.  Mr. 
Beck  is  a  Knights  of  Pythias  and  a  member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Edmund  Callow. — Born  on  the  Isle  of 
Man.  June  6.  1812..  Edmund  Callow  had 
almost  reached  the  venerable  age  of  eighty 
years  when  he  died  in  Leroy  township,  Lake 
county.  Ohio.  January  12,  1892.  He  was  the 
seventh  of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents. 
Two  of  his  brothers  were  captains  of  ocean 
vessels,  and  some  of  them  went  to  Australia. 
One  of  Mr.  Callow's  nephews  was  pilot  on 
the  boat  "Lady  Elgin"  that  burned  on  Lake 
.Michigan  in   i860. 

A  tailor  by  trade,  Edmund  Callow  came  to 
Fairport,  Ohio,  in  1834,  having  served  the  old 
style  term  of  apprenticeship  at  his  trade.  His 
brother  John,  who  was  twenty  years  older 
than  he.  had  come  to  Ohio  about  ten  years 
previously,  settling  in  Concord  about  1824. 
Charles  Callow,  another  brother,  settled  in 
Pontiac,  Michigan,  in  1830.  Edmund  Callow 
first  worked  for  John  Oakley,  a  merchant  of 
Richmond,  which  was  then  in  its  prime.  Later 
becoming    an    ironmokler.    he    worked    about 
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three  years  in  Geauga  furnace.  He  married 
in  1838,  and  then  removed  with  his  wife  to 
Laporte,  Porter  county,  Indiana,  as  he  wished 
to  get  further  into  the  West.  Here  he  pur- 
chased wild  land  and  set  out  to  clear  it.  He 
worked  for  some  time  in  Mishawaka,  and  in 
that  part  of  the  country  dug  the  first  cellar, 
this  work  being  some  miles  from  his  farm. 
He  remained  for  nine  years  in  Indiana,  work- 
ing also  at  his  trade  of  tailori  Mr.  Callow 
removed  from  Indiana  to  Ohio  in  1846,  pur- 
chasing a  farm  half  a  mile  north  of  Leroy 
Center,  near  the  home  of  his  wife's  parents, 
who  lived  near  Brakeman,  in  Lake  county. 
From  this  time  to  the  end  of  his  life  he  never 
spent  a  night  away  from,  this  farm,  except 
when  he  spent  a  week  with  his  brother  in 
Michigan.  Edmund  Callow  kept  adding  to 
his  land  by  purchase  until  he  was  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  acres,  and  kept  clearing  and 
improving  until  lie  became  one  of  the  large 
landholders  of  Leroy,  also  gaining  consider- 
able wealth.  It  was  his  theory,  often  ex- 
pressed, that  a  man  "'could  become  well  off  by 
minding  his  own  business/'  and  this  saying 
was  exemplified  in  his  own  life.  He  dealt 
largely  in  stock,  and  was  a  very  busy  man 
always,  finding  no  time  or  occasion  to  mix  in 
any  controversy  with  his  neighbors,  with 
whom  he  always  kept  on  good  terms.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
kept  himself  well  informed  on  current  events. 
February  27,  1838,  Mr.  Callow  married 
Jane,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Quine.  To 
this  union  were  born  six  children,  three  boys 
and  three  girls.  Mrs.  Callow  was  born  on  the 
Isle  of  Man  and  came  to  Ohio  when  about  six 
years  old,  the  ocean  voyage  taking  about  six 
weeks.  She  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  she  married.  Mrs.  Callow  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  but 
her  husband,  though  strictly  reared  and  strict 
in  his  own  family,  was  not  a  church  member. 
For  the  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  was  an 
invalid,  but  he  still  kept  charge  of  all  his 
affairs  and  ably  managed  them.  Before  his 
death  he  called  his  six  children  together  and 
told  each  what  he  thought  and  intended  doing, 
asking  each  one  if  he  were  satisfied,  and  upon 
their  agreeing  Mr.  Callow  asked  them  to  sign 
their  names  to  an  agreement,  which  thev  all 
did.  and  he  then  signed  his  own  name.  He 
made  it  a  condition  that  if  anyone  contested 
the  provisions  of  the  will  that  one  should  be 
cut  out  of  the  estate,  but  no  question  arose 


after  the  father's  death.  He  requested  that  he 
be  buried  in  Evergreen  cemetery,  in  Paines- 
ville,  in  the  lot  chosen  by  him,  and  also  ar- 
ranged for  a  monument  after  his  own  design. 
He  was  mourned  by  all  the  people  of  the  sur- 
rounding district. 

Henry  F.  Callow,  one  of  the  sons  of  Ed- 
mund Callow,  was  born  September  10,  1859, 
in  a  log  house  on  the  old  homestead  at  Leroy 
Center,  Leroy  township,  and  remained  at 
home,  attending  the  district  school.  He 
worked  for  his  father  until  the  parent's  death, 
and  being  appointed  executor,  settled  the  es- 
tate. He  received  as  his  share  two  tracts  of 
land,  104  acres,  one  being  opposite  the  father's 
farm,  and  on  this  he  remained  until  May,  1892. 
He  now  lives  on  a  farm  of  126  acres  and  be- 
sides this  place  owns  another  of  sixty-two 
acres.  At  one  time  he  owned  about  300  acres, 
but  he  has  sold  some  of  it.  He  breeds  Short- 
horn cattle  and  Chester  White  hogs,  keeping- 
registered  stock.  His  hay  barn  is  40  by  46  feet 
and  another  for  stock  is  30  by  96.  He  has 
recently  refused  a  good  offer  for  his  land. 

Henrv  Callow  married,  November  23,  1881, 
Alice,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Up- 
son) French,  original  settlers  of  this  county, 
the  Upsons  coming  from  England.  Mrs. 
Henry  Callow  was  twenty  years  old  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callow  have 
two  children,  Edward  Glenn,  a  farmer  in  Port- 
land, Oregon,  and  Henry  Stanley,  who  helps 
on  the  home  farm.  The  family  belong  to  the 
Grange. 

Charles  Callow,  brother  of  Edmund  Callow, 
was  born  May  31,  1810,  on  the  Isle  of  Man. 
He  came  to  America  about  1830  and  settled 
at  Pontiac,  Michigan.  Here  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  February  3,  1895. 
He  was  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order,  hav- 
ing been  initiated,  passed  and  raised  in  old 
Pontiac  Lodge  No.  21,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  1834, 
and  he  held  continuous  membership  in  this 
lodge  during  life.  The  following,  taken  from 
the  resolutions  passed  at  the  time  of  his  death 
by  the  lodge,  shows  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held: 

"The  dread  enemy  has  taken  from  our  fra- 
ternal ranks  a  prize  of  rare  merit,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  the  best,  one  who  has  worn  the 
lamb  skin  of  innocence  in  a  manner  not  to  soil 
the  fraternal  emblem  of  purity. 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  demise  of  our  ven- 
erable brother,  Charles  Callow,  Sunday.  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1895.  we  mourn  the  going  out  of  one 
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who  above  all  else  prized  the  tenets  of  Ma- 
sonry, living  in  all  things  up  to  his  obliga- 
tions." 

Walter  H.  Loo  jus,  a  Charlestown  agricul- 
turist, was  born  here  on  the  31st  of  May,  1869, 
a  son  of  Uriah  B.  and  Mary  (Hart)  Loomis, 
also  from  Portage  county,  and  a  grandson  on 
the  paternal  side  of  Asa  and  Sarah  Loomis, 
from  Connecticut.  In  1828  they  drove  from 
there  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  with  an  ox 
team,  and  they  took  up  the  land  which  after- 
ward became  known  as  the  old  Loomis  home- 
stead. Asa  Loomis  was  a  Revolutionary  war 
soldier,  and  his  father  came  to  this  country  on 
the  Mayflower.  Uriah  B.  Loomis  remained 
with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  his  marriage, 
and  he  then  secured  the  farm  on  which  his 
son  Walter  was  born,  and  the  place  now  in- 
cludes ninety-five  acres.  Uriah  B.  and  Mary 
Loomis  had  five  children — Willney,  Rufus, 
Charles,  Walter  and  Addison. 

Walter  H.  Loomis  has  since  his  marriage 
been  numbered  among  the  successful  agricul- 
turists of  Charlestown  township,  and  on  his 
farm  he  has  a  large  maple  sugar  orchard,  from 
which  he  averages  500  gallons  of  syrup  each 
year,  while  during,  the  past  twelve  years  he 
has  also  been  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the 
shipping  of  syrup  during  the  spring  months. 
He  has  served  in  many  of  the  local  offices  of 
his  community,  including  those  of  school  di- 
rector, constable  for  eight  years,  supervisor 
for  several  terms,  and  at  this  writing  is  the 
candidate  for  that  office. 

Mr.  Loomis  married  Mary  Copeland,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Bessie.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fraternal  order  of  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  he  and 
his  wife  have  membership  relations  with  the 
Congregational  church. 

Wilbur  C.  Coe. — Among  those  who  came 
to  Portage  county  when  wilderness  reigned 
over  it  was  David  Coe  (born  in  1761,  at  Gran- 
ville, Massachusetts),  great-grandfather  of 
Wilbur  C,  a  substantial  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  residing  on  a  well-conducted  place  not 
far  from  the  ancestral  homestead  in  Charles- 
town township.  This  pioneer  who  prepared 
the  way  for  future  generations  of  the  Coe 
family,  drove  overland  with  his  ox  team  from 
Massachusetts,  located  upon  his  selection  of 
200  acres,  and  in  the  years  which  remained  to 
him  chopped  and  plowed  out  a  homestead  for 


his  family.  The  children  of  the  household 
were  Claudius,  Lyman,  Adna,  Sallie,  Ransom 
and  Sophia,  and  it  was  the  last  named  who 
taught  the  first  school  in  Charlestown  town- 
ship. Claudius  L.  was  but  a  young  boy  when 
the  family  located  in  Portage  county,  but  he 
was  of  the  restless  kind,  sailing  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  following  the  trade  of  file-making  and 
having  other  experiences  before  he  located  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Charlestown  town- 
ship and  settled  to  a  farmer's  life.  With  the 
other  pioneers  he  had  the  excitement  of  fight- 
ing wild  animals,  one  of  the  most  stirring  epi- 
sodes of  that  nature  being  his  pursuit  of  a 
bear  which  had  carried  away  one  of  his  hogs. 
Several  of  his  neighbors  accompanied  him  and, 
although  the  party  then  had  only  the  mortifi- 
cation of  finding  the  remains  of  the  porker 
buried  under  some  leaves  in  a  cave,  they  after- 
ward had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  thief 
caught  fast  in  the  trap  set  at  the  time  of  their 
excursion.  Mr.  Coe  was  a  leader  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  some  of  the  early  industries  of 
the  township,  building  a  saw  mill  on  the  land 
now  owned  by  D.  R.  Hanna,  and  a  factory  on 
his  own  farm,  in  which  he  manufactured  all 
kinds  of  flax  ropes. 

Jacob  L.,  a  son  of  Claudius  L.,  who  became 
the  father  of  Wilbur  C.  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, but  was  put  to  work  at  such  an  early 
age  that  he  was  obliged  to  obtain  his  educa- 
tion as  best  he  could.  At  night  he  studied  by 
the  light  of  the  old  fire  place,  started  forth 
early  in  the  morning  to  run  an  old  upright 
sawmill,  or  other  miscellaneous  work,  and  by 
dint  of  much  planning  and  perseverance  man- 
aged to  obtain  quite  a  thorough  education  for 
his  days.  One  of  the  enterprises  by  which  he 
secured  funds  for  attending  a  select  school  was 
the  cultivation  of  a  melon  patch,  in  partner- 
ship with  an  equally  ambitious  comrade.  Mr. 
Coe  taught  school  for  five  years  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  then  similarly  employed  in 
Deerfield  township.  Portage  county.  Five  busy 
years  also  passed  in  that  locality  and  among 
the  ninety-nine  pupils  enrolled  in  his  school 
were  some  of  the  now  prominent  citizens  of 
the  county,  including  Judge  Tibbals  and  other 
members  of  the  family.  While  a  teacher  in 
Pennsylvania  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Brown. 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Ahvilda  and 
Wilbur. 

Wilbur  C.  Coe  was  born  on  the  26th  of  Au- 
gust, 1843,  aml  was  reared  on  the  farm  of 
225  acres  which  his  father  had  purchased  at 
a  sheriff's  sale  and  which  is  now  the  property 
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of  D.  R.  Hanna.  On  the  land  is  a  famous 
spring,  whose  pure  and  abundant  waters  have 
been  enjoyed  by  man  and  beast  for  many  years. 
Around  it  were  held  many  camp  meetings  of 
the  early  days,  and  old  settlers  still  recall  the 
enormous  wolf  which  David  Coe  tracked 
thence  in  the  long-ago.  The  beast  had  been 
there  to  drink  and  was  caught  in  a  trap  spe- 
cially arranged  for  him.  After  dragging  his 
burden  five  miles  he  was  overtaken  by  a  posse 
of  citizens,  four  of  whom  were  required  to 
carry  away  both  wolf  and  trap.  In  later  days 
this  historic  spring  has  been  well  walled  with 
masonry,  and  a  hydraulic  pump  now  forces 
its  waters  to  the  barns  and  other  buildings  on 
the  Hanna  farm  in  Charlestown.  Mr.  Coe  in- 
herited his  present  pleasant  homestead  of  142 
acres  and  has  been  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  for  many  years.  He  is 
a  thorough  agriculturist  and  a  highly  honored 
citizen.  Mr.  Coe  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Emma  X.  Catlin,  who  was  born  October  25. 
1850,  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Cynthia  C. 
Catlin,  and  died  September  10,  1888,  leaving 
a  daughter,  Alice.  On  the  2d  of  October, 
1889,  he  wedded  Mrs.  Jessie  E.  Hudson,  born 
March  20,  1862,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  F.  and 
Lydia  Woods,  natives  of  Xew  Baltimore,  Ohio. 
Charles  L.,  the  son  of  this  union,- died  in  his 
fourteenth  year,  to  the  unspeakable  sorrow  of 
his  parents  and  the  deep  grief  of  numerous 
friends.  He  was  a  manly,  talented  youth,  hav- 
ing already  shown  much  ability  as  a  cornetist. 
and  those  who  so  sincerely  mourn  his  death 
have  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  all  his  acts 
had  been  a  credit  to  the  community  and  to  the 
parents  who  had  guarded  and  fostered  him 
with  such  faithful  love.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coe  are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  as  also  was  Charles  Lyman, 
and  they  find  in  their  religion  a  never-failing 
source  of  comfort  and  strength  under  the  stress 
of  the  heaviest  of  the  afflictions  of  life — the 
death  of  one  who  was  wound  close  around 
their  hearts. 

Harry  T.  Nolan. — The  city  of  Painesville 
has  shown  signal  appreciation  of  the  abilities 
and  popularity  of  one  of  her  native  sons  of 
the  younger  generation  of  professional  men 
by  calling  him  to  the  office  of  chief  executive 
of  the  municipal  government,  and  as  mayor  of 
the  city  Harry  T.  Nolan  has  fully  justified  the 
wisdom  of  the  choice  which  brought  to  him 
this  preferment. 

Harrv  T.  Xolan  was  born  in  Painesville,  the 


attractive  county  seat  of  Lake  county,  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1880,  and  is  a  son  of  Owen  E. 

and  Mary  ( )  Xolan,  both  of  whom  were 

born  in  Ireland.  The  father  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  land,  whence  he  came  to 
America  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  settling 
in  Ohio,  where  his  marriage  was  solemnized 
and  where  he  was  identified  with  the  green- 
house business  for  a  number  of  years,  in  the 
employ  of  others.  After  coming  to  Paines- 
ville he  established  himself  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  built  up  a  successful  enter- 
prise, becoming  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city.  He  is  now  living  vir- 
tually retired  in  this  city,  where  he  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Cath- 
olic church  and  in  politics  he  gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Democratic  party. 

The  present  mayor  of  Painesville  secured 
his  early  educational  training  in  the  parochial 
schools  of  St.  Mary's  church  in  Painesville 
and  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  He  was 
graduated  in  the  high  school  as  a  member  of 
the  Class  of  1899,  and  then  was  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  historic  old  Western 
Reserve  University,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1902  and  from 
which  he  received  his  well  earned  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  Fie  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  his  native  state  in  June,  immediately 
following  his  graduation,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Painesville,  where  he  soon  proved 
his  powers  as  an  able  trial  lawyer  and  well 
fortified  counselor.  He  now  has  a  substantial 
clientage  of  representative  order  and  is  distinc- 
tively popular  among  his  professional  con- 
freres. 

In  politics,  where  national  and  state  issues 
are  involved,  Mr.  Nolan  is  arrayed  as  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  and  policies  for 
which  the  Democratic  party  stands  sponsor, 
but  in  local  affairs  he.  maintains  an  independ- 
ent attitude.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
-late  conventions  of  his  party  in  Ohio,  and 
was  for  three  years  clerk  of  the  board  of  elec- 
tions for  Lake  county.  He  also  served  about 
three  years  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1005  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Paines- 
ville, giving  so  acceptable  an  administration  of 
the  municipal  government  that  he  was  chosen 
as  his  own  successor  at  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term,  without  opposition.  He  is  essen- 
tially progressive  in  his  policy  as  mayor  and 
has  done  much  to  further  the  civic  and  ma- 
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terial  advancement  of  his  home  city,  to  whose 
every  interest  he  is  loyal.  He  is  a  communi- 
cant of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  and  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  local  organization  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  is  now 
serving  as  grand  knight  (1909),  besides  which 
he  is  also  district  deputy  in  the  order.  The 
mayor  was  married  June  1,  1909,  to  Miss 
Lillian  E.  Proctor,  of  Painesville,  Ohio. 

Henry  Axsox  White. — A  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  farming  community  of  Pierpont 
township,  Henry  A.  White  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  this  section  of 
the  county  as  an  upright,  honest  man  and  a 
worthy  representative  of  those  courageous  pio- 
neers who  settled  here  when  the  country  was 
in  its  primitive  wildness,  ere  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  forest  had  fled  before  the  advancing  steps 
of  civilization.  He  was  born  in  Pierpont  town- 
ship, on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  July 
2,  1869,  a  son  of  the  late  Stephen  White. 

Born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  March  17, 
1826,  Stephen  White  received  excellent  edu- 
cational advantages,  being  graduated  from  the 
Elmira  Seminary.  He  subsequently  taught 
school  a  number  of  terms,  working  during  va- 
cations on  a  farm,  and  subsequently  serving 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  farming  trade  with  a 
Mr.  Maxim.  Coming  as  a  young  man  to  Ash- 
tabula county,  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  tim- 
bered land  from  the  Connecticut  Land  Corn- 
pan}-,  in  Pierpont  township,  and  cleared  the 
farm  on  which  his  son,  Henry  Anson,  is  now 
living.  The  land,  located  on  the  old  turnpike, 
was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber, 
which  he  subsequently  cut  off,  clearing  up  the 
place  and  placing  the  land  in  a  productive  con- 
dition. He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  fair 
and  square  in  all  of  his  dealings,  and  exerted 
a  wide  influence  in  his  community.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party  in  his  ear- 
lier years,  but  afterwards  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  Republicans,  eventually  becoming  an 
ardent  Prohibitionist.  He  served  as  township 
trustee,  as  supervisor,  and  as  school  director. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Stephen  White  married,  October  26,  1854, 
at  Ravenna,  Ohio,  Olive  Chapman,  who  was 
born  June  27,  1829,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
(Morton)  Chapman,  of  Paris  town- 
ship. Six  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
namely  :  Mary,  who  died  at  the  ag;e  of  eighteen 
years ;  Ida  M..  who  married  William  Potter. 
nf  Pennsylvania,  died  July,  1905,  leaving  two 


children;  Hiram  Bentley,  a  minister,  teacher 
and  musician,  blind  from  his  birth,  died  in 
Conneaut,  Ohio,  in  1898,  aged  forty-two  years ; 
he  was  a  graduate  from  Ohio  State  Blind  In- 
stitute, both  in  books  and  piano  tuning,  1896; 
Ernest  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years; 
Helen,  wife  of  Theron  Palmer,  a  farmer  in 
Richmond,  Ohio,  has  two  children ;  and  Henrv 
A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Henry  A.  White  was  brought  up  on  the 
parental  homestead,  acquiring  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school.  "He  subsequentlv 
worked  for  four  years  in  the  shops  connected 
with  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad.  Two  years 
after  his  marriage  he  settled  on  the  home  farm, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  five  years  that 
he  spent  in  Conneaut,  he  has  since  resided, 
being  successfully  employed  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  has  added  extensive  improve- 
ments to  those  previously  inaugurated  on  the 
place,  his  estate  being  now  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  the  neighborhood.  A  Republican 
in  politics,  he  has  rendered  efficient  service  as 
school  director  and  as  supervisor,  being  ever 
active  in  public  affairs. 

Mr.  White  married,  July  2,  1891,  Mrs.  Cora 
M.  (Barnes)  Stentz,  who  was  born  April  1, 
1871,  at  Cranesville,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  George  N.  and  Lucy  A.  (Kidder) 
Barnes,  with  whom  she  came  when  young  to 
Ohio.  After  her  graduation  from  the  Bur- 
bank  high  school,  she  studied  music  at  the 
University  of  Wooster,  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  and 
subsequently  taught  music  for  a  while. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  five  children, 
namely :  Paul  P.,  born  June  26,  1892,  attends 
the  Pierpont  high  school ;  Olive  F.,  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  1892;  George  W.,  born  February 
13.  1903;  and  Marion  A.  and  Miriam  E., 
twins,  born  January  9,  1906.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
White  have  been  identified  by  membership  with 
the  United  Brethren  church,  and  are  now 
members  of  the  Grange.  Formerly  Mr.  White 
belonged  to  the  Foresters. 

George  Feick. — Forty  years  and  more  ago 
George  Feick,  then  a  young  man,  first  came  to 
Sandusky,  and  since  then  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  as  a  director  of  the  Citizens'  Banking 
Company,  as  president  of  the  Sandusky  Tele- 
phone Company  and  as  a  councilman  for  the 
city  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
development  of  the  city,  and  no  man  who  lias 
ever  lived  here  has  been  or  is  more  highly 
esteemed  or  sincerely  respected.  He  traces  his 
ancestry  to  the  old  Teutonic  race,  and  was  liorn 
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at  Steinau,  Kreis  Dieburg,  Hessen  Darmstadt, 
January  23,  1849,  receiving  there  a  common- 
school  training  and  instructions  in  the  tenets 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  into  which  he  was 
confirmed  in  1863,  and  during  three  years  in 
his  native  land  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  cabinet  maker's  trade. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1866,  George  Feick 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  his 
brothers,  Philip  and  Adam,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
and  after  working  several  years  for  the  latter 
he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  him  in  1872, 
and  this  association  lasted  until  the  death  of 
the  brother  Adam  in  1893.  These  were  years 
of  well  directed  purposes  and  of  splendid 
achievements,  for  in  this  time  they  erected 
many  of  the  finest  buildings  of  both  Sandusky 
and  Erie  county,  as  well  as  those  of  other 
places,  including  the  Tenth  Ward  school  build- 
ing, the  Erie  county  jail,  a  part  of  the  Ohio 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home  building,  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  stations 
in  Sandusky  and  in  Painesville,  Talcott  Hall 
for  Oberlin  College  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  the 
State  Capitol  building  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 
Since  the  death  of  the  senior  member  of  this 
firm  George  Feick  has  carried  on  its  work  in 
the  same  successful  manner,  and  has  erected 
several  noted  buildings,  among  which  are  the 
Law  building  of  the  Ohio  State  University  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  the  Edwards  gymnasium  for 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  various  buildings  in  this  city.  He 
has  also  erected  many  buildings  for  Oberlin 
College  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  including  the  Sev- 
erance chemical  laboratory,  the  Warner  gym- 
nasium, the  Carnegie  College  library  and  the 
Phinney  Memorial  Chapel,  and  he  has  now 
tinder  course  of  construction  for  the  same  col- 
lege Rice  hall  and  the  Men's  building. 

Mr.  Feick  was  first  married  to  Miss  Augusta 
Ernestine  Klotz,  who  was  born  at  Dresden, 
Saxony,  January  31,  1852,  and  she  died  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1888,  the  mother  of  five 
children :  Emil  Augustus,  born  March  20. 
1874:  Clara  Sofia,  May  30,  1877;  George  Jr., 
January  28,  1881  ;  Olga  Scholott,  June  20, 
1885,  and  Ernestine,  December  7,  1888.  Mr. 
Feick  married,  secondly,  June  22,  1892,  Minnie 
A.  Klotz.  and  the  only  child  of  this  union  is 
Augustus  H.,  born  June  22,  1893. 

Mr.  Feick  is  fond  of  art  in  all  its  depart- 
ments, and  possesses  a  fine  artistic  taste. 
Strong  in  his  individuality,  patriotic  in  his 
citizenship,  conscientious  in  his  life's  work  and 
always   ready  to  lend  a   helping  hand  to  the 


deserving,  and  to  do  all  in  his  power  for  the 
upbuilding  of  his  home  city  and  the  perpetua- 
tion of  American  institutions,  all  this  taken  in 
connection  with  the  sterling  integrity  and 
honor  of  his  character  have  naturally  gained 
for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  men.  He 
is  what  the  world  calls  a  "self-made"  man,  and 
his  example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation.  He 
is  a  Lutheran,  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason 
and  a  liberal  Republican. 

Emil  Augustus  Feick,  the  eldest  son  of 
George  Feick,  was  born  March  20,  1874.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sandusky  and  in  the  Ohio  State  University, 
and  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
father  has  become  a  contractor  and  builder  and 
is  engaged  with  him  in  business.  He  married 
Miss  Louise  DeLor,  of  this  city,  in  1900,  and 
their  children  are  E.  Richard,  born  August  25, 
1903,  and  Elizabeth  Antoinette,  born  Novem- 
ber 20,  1904. 

James  A.  Davey. — Wide-awake,  intelligent 
and  progressive,  James  A.  Davey,  of  San- 
dusk)-,  holds  an  assured  position  among  the 
active  business  men  of  the  city,  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Erie  county  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company. 
A  native-born  citizen  of  Erie  county,  his  birth 
occurred  August  25,  1846,  in  Groton  township. 
On  the  paternal  side  he  comes  of  English  an- 
cestry, his  father,  John  Davey,  having  been 
born  October  4,  1823,  at  Lands  End,  England. 

In  1837.  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  John 
Davey  emigrated  to  America,  and  first  lived 
near  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania.  Securing  em- 
ployment in  the  coal  mines,  he  labored  as  a 
miner  until  receiving  injuries  that  made  him  a 
cripple  for  life.  Coming  from  there  to  San- 
dusky in  1839,  he  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  which  he  subsequently  followed  during 
his  residence  in  that  city.  Preferring  country 
life  and  occupation,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Groton  township.  He  married,  in  November, 
1843,  Elizabeth  Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  namely :  James  A.,  with  whom 
this  sketch  is  chiefly  concerned;  Mary  E.,  wife 
of  James  Anderson,  of  Huron,  Ohio :  A.  Eu- 
lalia,  deceased,  married  William  Johnston,  of  ' 
Berlin  Heights;  and  John  W.  of  Port  Clinton. 
Ohio.  Neither  of  the  parents  are  now  living;, 
the  death  of  the  father  having  occurred  May 
t.  1887.  and  that  of  the  mother  June. 2,  190=;. 
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(  >1  naming  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  James  A.  Davey  after- 
wards continued  his  studies  in  the  Normal 
Schools  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  Valparaiso,  In- 
diana. Well  prepared  for  a  professional  ca- 
reer, he  taught  school  three  years  and  then 
embarked  in  the  insurance  business,  becoming 
one  of  the  first  agents  in  Indiana  for  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  with  which  he 
has  since  been  associated.  Leaving  Indiana 
in  1885,  Air.  Davey  accepted  his  present  posi- 
tion as  the  company's  representative  in  Erie 
county,  and  has  since  been  an  esteemed  and 
valued  resident  of  Sandusky. 

Mr.  Davey  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first,  October  19,  1870,  Sarah  P.  Glass, 
of  Fremont,  Ohio.  She  died  July  2,  1880, 
leaving  one  child,  Tessie  E.,  who  passed  to  the 
higher  life  May  3,  1885.  Mr.  Davey  married 
second,  December  18,  1882,  Eugenia  C. 
Dutcher,  who  was  born  in  Oswego,  New  York. 
His  time  being  fully  occupied  with  his  private 
affairs,  Mr.  Davey  mingles  not  in  politics,  and 
has  never  sought  public  office.  He  is  promi- 
nent and  influential  in  Masonic  circles,  having 
been  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  since 
February,  1870,  in  the  meantime  having  passed 
through  the  chairs  of  the  different  bodies.  He 
is  a  member  of  Science  Lodge,  No.  50,  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  of  Sanduskv  City  Chapter,  No.  72,  R. 
A.  M:  of  Sandusky  City  Council,  No.  26,  R. 
&  S.  M. ;  of  Erie  Commandery,  No.  23,  K.  T. ; 
and  of  Toledo  Consistory. 

William  Harvey  Pierce. — One  of  the  old- 
est and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Mantua  and  a  veteran  agriculturist,  William 
Harvey  Pierce  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  earlier  families  to  locate  in  this 
part  of  Portage  county,  and  as  a  life-long 
farmer  has  actively  assisted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  fertile  and  productive  agricul- 
tural region.  The  descendant  of  a  New  Eng- 
land family  of  note,  he  was  born,  January  23, 
iS_m,  in  Norfolk,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New- 
York,  a  son  of  William  Pierce.  The  emigrant 
ancestor  from  which  he  is  descended  came 
from  England  to  the  Umited  States  at  a  very 
early  period,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Pilgrim  and  Puritan  fathers,  locating  in  New 
England,  and  from  him  many  men  of  promi- 
nence and  distinction  have  sprung,  among 
others  having  been  Franklin  Pierce,  the  four- 
teenth president  of  the  United  States. 

William  Pierce  was  born  in  Wilton,  New 
Hampshire,  and  there  spent  the  days  of  his 


childhood  and  youth.  Subsequently  moving 
to  New  York,  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years 
in  St.  Lawrence  county.  In  the  spring  of  1835 
he  started  westward  with  his  family,  traveling 
with  wagons  to  Ogdensburg,  thence  up  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  Genesee  rivers  to  Rochester, 
New  York,  where  they  took  passage  on  a  canal 
boat  for  Buffalo.  Buffalo  Bay  was  then  full 
of  ice,  and  one  of  the  steamers  conveying  pas- 
sengers came  near  being  caught  between  the 
ice  floes  and  carried  over  the  Falls.  At  Buf- 
falo he  and  his  family  embarked  on  board  the 
"North  America"  and  sailed  up  Lake  Erie  to 
Cleveland,  where  William  Harvey,  then  a 
lively  boy  of  about  fourteen  years,  was  for 
two  weeks  sick  with  the  measles.  Again  pack- 
ing his  family  and  goods  into  wagons,  William 
Harvey  continued  his  journey  to  Brecksville, 
Cuyahoga  county,  where  he  lived  for  a  year. 
The  following  three  years  he  resided  in  Bain- 
bridge,  Geauga  county,  from  there  coming,  in 
1839,  to  Portage  county.  Locating  in  Mantua, 
he  resided  here  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
married  Rebecca  Richardson,  who  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  to  them  were  born  ten 
children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
one  daughter,  Sophia,  settled  in  this  place,  and 
here  married  and  brought  up  their  families. 
Sophia  Pierce,  who  married  Almon  Lamb, 
moved  just  across  the  Mantua  line,  but  still 
continued  to  attend  the  church  at  Mantua  Cen- 
ter, and  at  her  death  was  buried  in  the  Mantua 
cemetery. 

Joseph  Richardson,  father  of  Rebecca  Rich- 
ardson, and  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Will- 
iam H.  Pierce,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary Army,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  on  June  17,  1775,  but, 
on  account  of  the  burning  of  the  records  of 
his  regiment  during  the  War  of  1812,  he  never 
received  either  bounty  or  a  pension  for  his 
services.  He  lived  to  the  venerable  age  of 
ninety-seven  years,  while  his  wife,  whose  name 
was  Drury,  attained  the  age  of  ninety-five 
years. 

William  Harvey  Pierce  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Norfolk,  New  York,  and  after  coming  to 
Ohio  with  the  family  attended  the  winter 
terms  of  school  in  Bainbridge,  and  spent  one 
term  in  a  select  school  at  Shalersville.  Choos- 
ing for  his  life  occupation  the  work  with  which 
he  was  most  familiar,  he  settled  on  a  farm 
which  his  father  had  rented  in  Mantua  in 
1839,  continuing  on  it  for  more  than  ten  years. 
In   1850  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
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wild  land,  lying  about  a  mile  north  of  Mantua 
Center,  it  being  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Spencer  Heirs'  tract,  and  there  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  successfully  for  fifteen  years.  In 
1865  Mr.  Pierce  bought  his  present  estate,  and 
in  its  management  has  been  exceedingly  pros- 
perous, his  property  being  one  of  the  finest 
in  its  improvements  and  appointments  of  any 
in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Pierce  married,  in  Newburg,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 4.  1876,  Mary  L.  Root,  and  their  only 
child,  Gilman  Richardson  Pierce,  born  Jan- 
uary 6,  1879,  married,  May  7,  1904,  Lucy 
Tinker. 

Marvin  C.  Hall  was  born  May  24,  1867, 
in  the  home  in  Portage  count}-,  in  which  four 
generations  of  his  family  had  first  seen  the 
light  of  day,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  a 
useful  and  successful  manhood.  His  first  step 
in  the  business  world  was  as  a  farmer,  the 
occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and 
later  he  became  a  general  merchant  and  a 
local  newspaper  correspondent.  He  is  a  writer 
of  ability,  clear  and  concise  in  his  statements, 
and  he  has  followed  this  line  of  work  for 
twenty  years  and  more.  During  eight  years 
he  served  as  the  secretary  of  the  Charlestown 
Farmers'  Association,  and  he  has  also  served 
in  a  like  capacity  and  for  a  like  period  for  the 
Charlestown  Chrysanthemum  Association,  and 
has  served  several  years  as  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday- 
school,  Charlestown,  and  for  five  years  has 
been  superintendent. 

Marvin  C.  Hall  is  of  the  fourth  generation 
of  the  Hall  family  in  Portage  county,  its 
founder  being  his  great-grandfather,  Timothy 
Hall,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  His  son 
Sheldon  came  with  him  to  this  county  in  about 
the  year  of  1800,  and  by  his  wife,  Eleanor  C. 
Kins',  als0  from  Massachusetts,  he  had  two 
sons  and  a  daughter,  Elenor,  Curtis  and  Carl- 
ton. Carlton  G.  Hall  became  the  father  of 
Marvin  C,  and  he  inherited  the  old  Hall  home- 
stead in  Charlestown  township.  He  was  a 
leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  choir  here 
for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  and  about 
twenty  years  ago  he  built  the  pulpit  in  the 
church.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  wood- 
worker, and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Hall  Martial  and  Cornet  Bands  for  many 
years.  He  died  May  24,  1901.  He  is  well 
remembered  by  the  older  residents  of  this 
community    for    his    many    beneficent    public. 


works.     His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Ellen  Armstrong. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1904,  Marvin  C. 
Hall  was  married  to  Nellie  Somerwill,  who  is 
a  native  of  the  mother  country  of  England. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  this  union,  Carlton 
Marvin  Hall,  born  May  24,  1909,  and  is  the 
fifth  generation  of  Halls  to  be  born  on  the 
old  homestead.  Mr.  Hall's  sister,  Hattie  A., 
married  L.  D.  Baldwin  and  they  reside  at 
Denaud,  Florida. 

Charles  T.  Morley. — There  is  special 
consistency  in  incorporating  in  this  work, 
which  has  to  do  with  the  Western  Reserve  and 
its  people,  a  specific  outline  of  the  history 
of  the  Morley  family,  with  particular  reference 
to  the  career  of  Charles  T.  Morley,  whose 
name  heads  this  paragraph  and  who  is  one  of 
the  venerable  and  honored  citizens  of  Paines- 
ville,  where  he  is  still  actively  identified  with 
business  interests,  who  is  a  native  son  of  Lake 
county,  a  member  of  one  of  its  earliest  pioneer 
families,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a 
man  whose  course  has  been  such  as  to  retain 
to  him  a  secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  re- 
gard of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact in  the  various  relations  of  life. 

Thomas  Morley,  who  had  served  with  dis- 
tinction as  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  line  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  came  from  South 
Hadley  Falls,  Massachusetts,  to  Ohio  in  the 
year  181 5,  and  made  Lake  county  his  destina- 
tion. He  made  the  trip  from  the  old  Bay  state 
with  two  ox  teams,  each  of  which  had  a  single 
horse  as  leader.  This  sturdy  veteran  of  the 
Revolution,  who  had  been  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lord  Cornwallis,  brought  his  little 
family  into  the  wilds  of  the  Western  Reserve 
and  settled  on  the  Chagrin  river,  one  half 
mile  east  of  Kirtland  Mills.  His  wife,  like 
himself,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  where 
the  respective  families  were  founded  in  the 
early  colonial  days,  and  her  maiden  name  was 
Editha  Marsh.  He  secured  a  tract  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  and  forthwith  grappled  with 
the  wilderness  in  his  effort  to  develop  a  farm. 
The  primitive  log  house  of  the  pioneer  epoch 
constituted  the  family  domicile,  and  the  vicis- 
situdes endured  were  those  that  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  average  settler  in  this  section  during 
its  formative  period.  He  succeeded  in  reclaim- 
ing a  considerable  portion  of  his  land  and  did 
his  share  in  furthering  the  civic  and  material 
development  of  this  now   favored  section  of 
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the  historic  old  Western  Reserve.  He  re- 
mained on  the  homestead  until  his  death,  in 
1845.  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  Concerning  his  three  sons  brief  data 
are  here  given :  Isaac,  who  served  as  captain 
of  a  company  in  the  war  of  181 2,  finally  joined 
the  Latter  Day  Saints,  or  Mormons,  whom  he 
accompanied  on  their  exodus  to  Utah,  where 
he  became  an  elder  in  the  church  and  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life;  Thomas, 
who  became  a  successful  farmer  of  Lake 
county,  died  one  mile  south  of  West  Mentor, 
at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  years  ;  and 
of  Alfred,  the  youngest,  more  detailed  in- 
formation is  given  in  a  following  paragraph. 
Alfred  Morley  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  the  year  1805,  and  thus  was  ten  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration  to  the 
Western  Reserve.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  old  homestead,  receiving  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the 
primitive  pioneer  schools,  and  he  continued  to 
reside  on  this  ancestral  farm  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  He  learned 
the  wagonmaker's  trade  and  for  many  years 
had  a  shop  on  his  farm.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Kirtland,  in  which  he  was  a  deacon,  and  he 
was  familiarly  known  in  the  community  as 
Deacon  Morley.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling 
character,  strong  individuality  and  marked 
mentality,  so  that  he  was  naturally  a  leader 
in  local  affairs.  He  married  Miss  Urania 
Conant,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Esquire 
Conant,  of  Becket,  Massachusetts,  and  who 
had  come  to  Lake  county,  Ohio,  to  visit  her 
married  sister.  Here  she  was  won  by  Mr. 
Morley,  and  here  she  passed  the  residue  of  her 
life.  She  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four  years.  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Morley  became 
the  parents  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Alfred  W.,  who  served  in  the  Seventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Civil  war,  is 
now  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  in  Dayton,  Ohio ; 
George  H.,  who  served  under  General  Hayes 
in  the  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan :  Charles  T.,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth;  Emily,  whose  first  husband,  Charles 
Brown,  was  killed  in  a  fight  with  the  bank 
robbers  at  Coffeyville,  Kansas,  in  the  pioneer 
days  in  that  state,  later  married  a  Mr.  Hysong, 
and  they  still  live  in  Coffeyville;  Lewis  A., 
who  served  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Bat- 
tery,   is   now    a    resident   of   Onawa,    Iowa; 


Howard  C,  who  was  a  member  of  an  Illinois 
regiment  in  the  Civil  war,  died  in  1907,  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  his  family  still  re- 
side ;  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  William 
Whiting,  and  died  at  Whiting,  Iowa,  leaving 
a  family.  All  of  the  sons  were  soldiers  in  the 
Civil  war  and  well  upheld  the  military  prestige 
of  their  Revolutionary  ancestor. 

Charles  T.  Morley,  to  whom  this  sketch  is 
dedicated,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Kirtland  township,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
15th  of  December.  1833,  and  after  availing 
himself  of  the  privileges  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  he  was  enabled  to  con- 
tinue his  studies  in  the  old  Western  Reserve 
Seminary,  at  Kirtland,  of  which  his  father  was 
a  trustee.  The  founder  and  manager  of  this 
institution  was  Asa  D.  Lord,  an  enthusiastic 
and  successful  worker  in  the  educational  field, 
who  was  head  of  the  state  asylum  for  the  blind 
at  Batavia.  Xew  York,  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  his  youth  Charles  T.  Morley  learned 
the  wagonmaker's  trade  under  the  direction  of 
his  father,  and  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
same  the  major  part  of  his  time  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age.  Thereafter  he  was  em- 
ployed as  collector  in  the  south  for  a  mercan- 
tile concern  in  West  Virginia,  and  later  was 
identified  with  a  Cleveland  concern  engaged  in 
the  manufacturing  of  monuments  and  grave 
stones.  He  early  became  known  as  a  success- 
ful salesman,  and  he  continued  with  the  firm 
last  mentioned  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 

August  22,  1861,  Mr.  Morley  tendered  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  LTnion  by  enlisting 
as  a  private  in  Company  G,  Second  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, with  which  he  saw  long  and  arduous 
service.  In  the  early  period  of  his  enlistment 
he  was  with  his  command  in  the  west,  prin- 
cipally at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  and  later  he  par- 
ticipated in  Burnsides'  advance  on  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  He  was  twice  captured  by  the 
enemy.  On  the  first  occasion  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  seven  Confederate  men  while  he 
was  engaged  in  a  solitary  foraging  trip.  With 
admirable  courage  and  patriotism  he  gave  his 
captors  such  an  eloquent  description  of  con- 
ditions in  the  Union  lines  as  to  cause  all  of 
them  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  his 
command  and  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the 
Confederate  cause,  to  whose  support  they  had 
been  drawn  by  conscription.  For  this  service 
he  received  special  praise  from  the  colonel  of 
his  regiment.  On  the  occasion  of  his  second 
capture  Mr.  Morley  and  a  companion  made 
their    escape    from    their    captors,    all    being 
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mounted.  The  captors  fell  asleep  on  their 
horses  and  by  careful  maneuvering  Mr.  Mor- 
ley  and  his  comrade  gradually  worked  their 
way  through  the  lines  to  freedom.  This  haz- 
ardous feat  was  accomplished  at  immeasurable 
risk  of  death.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service  Mr.  Morley  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  He  vitalizes  the  more  gracious 
associations  of  his  army  career  by  retaining 
membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Morley 
again  identified  himself  with  the  Cleveland 
monument  firm,  by  which  he  had  previously- 
been  employed,  and  he  continued  with  the 
same  until  "1869,  after  which  he  was  repre- 
sentative of  a  Massachusetts  manufactory  of 
lightning  rods  until  1874,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Painesville,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  marble  and  monument  business,  in  part- 
nership with  Peter  Kleeberger.  In  the  fall  of 
1876  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Lake  county,  on 
the  ticket  of  the  Republican  party,  of  whose 
cause  he  has  ever  been  a  stanch  advocate,  and 
lie  remained  incumbent  of  this  office  for  two 
terms  of  two  years  each,  in  the  meanwhile  con- 
tinuing his  interest  in  the  marble  works.  Upon 
retiring  from  office  he  purchased  his  partner's 
interest,  and  thereafter  Ensign  D.  Rich  was 
his  partner  for  a  period  of  three  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  assumed  sole  control 
of  the  business.  He  thus  continued  opera- 
tions until  1899,  when  John  S.  Warren  was 
admitted  to  partnership,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Morley  &  Warren,  and  this  association 
still  continues.  Mr.  Morley  still  gives  a  per- 
sonal supervision  to  the  business,  which  has 
been  built  up  to  substantial  proportions,  repre- 
senting the  leading  enterprise  of  its  kind  in 
Painesville.  He  served  one  year  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  he 
has  served  seventeen  years  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  elections,  having  first 
heen  called  to  this  position  when  the  board  was 
organized.  He  held  the  office  of  trustee  of 
Painesville  township  for  several  years,  and 
then  refused  to  again  become  a  candidate. 

Mr.  Morley  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Humane  Society,  of  Lake,  of  which  he  has 
been  president  for  twenty-one  years.  This 
society  has  done  effective  service  in  its  field. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity for  half  a  century,  having  become  a 
member  on  the  22A  of  March,  1859.  Worthy 
of  reproduction,  with  slight  paraphrase  in  this 


connection,  are  the  following  statements  from 
the  pages  of  a  Painesville  newspaper : 

''Temple  Lodge,  No.  28,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  had  a  field  day  at  its  regular  meeting 
Wednesday  evening.  In  addition  to  its  being 
the  occasion  of  the  annual  inspection  by  the 
representative  of  the  grand  master,  an  event 
occurred  which  seldom  happens.  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  friends  of  Charles  T.  Morley  discov- 
ered that  March  22  would  be  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  his  being  made  a  Mason,  and  ac- 
cordingly they  made  plans  for  a  fitting  re- 
membrance of  the  same.  These  were  carried 
out  on  Wednesday  evening.  A  series  of  reso- 
lutions was  prepared  and  the  signatures  of 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  Air.  Mor- 
ley's  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Lake  county 
appeared  on  the  same  in  autograph.  Besides 
this,  the  autograph  signatures  of  Theodore 
Roosevelt  and  William  H.  Taft  were  secured, 
as  were  also  those  of  many  of  the  officials  of 
the  grand  lodge  and  other  prominent  Masons 
of  northern  Ohio.  These  resolutions  were 
prepared  in  fine  form  and  were  presented  to 
Brother  Morley,  with  appropriate  remarks,  by 
Everett  J.  House.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr. 
Morley 's  friends  had  also  purchased  for  him 
a  beautiful  past  master's  jewel,  which  was  like- 
wise presented  to  him  on  this  occasion. 

The  minutes  of  fifty  years  ago,  when  Air. 
Morley  was  made  a  Mason,  were  then  read 
by  the  secretary  pro  tern,  of  Willoughby 
Lodge,  in  which  Mr.  Morley  was  raised.  He 
was  taken  completely  by  surprise  and  was 
deeply  touched  by  these  manifestations  of  re- 
gard, but,  as  usual,  rose  grandly  to  the  occa- 
sion and  expressed  his  deep  appreciation  and 
profound  gratitude  for  these  honors.  During 
the  recess  Air.  Alorley  held  a  reception  and 
received  congratulations,  a  large  number  being 
present  from  all  over  the  county,  having  been 
called  together  by  these  special  ceremonies." 

Air.  Alorley  holds  membership  in  Dyer  Post, 
Xo.  17,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which 
he  is  a  past  commander. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1856,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Air.  Alorley  to  Aliss 
Imogene  Randall,  who  was  born  in  the  state 
of  Xew  York,  and  whose  home  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  was  in  Chester  township,  Geauga 
county.  Ohio,  where  her  parents  were  early 
settlers.  Air.  and  Airs.  Morley  had  appro- 
priate observance  of  their  golden  anniversary 
in  [906.  They  have  three  children,  concerning 
whom    the    following   brief    record    is    given : 
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Frances  E.  is  first  assistant  to  the  superintend- 
ent of  nurses  in  the  city  hospital  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts ;  Charles  W.,  who  is  engaged 
in  business  at  Geneva,  Ohio,  married  and  has 
three  children ;  and  Flora  is  the  wife  of  An- 
drew P.  Pctah,  a  representative  farmer  of 
Hiram  township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  four  children. 

Theodore  L.  French. — The  late  Theodore 
L.  French,  who  was  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent business  man  in  Ashtabula  county,  repre- 
sented a  family  long  established  in  Connecti- 
cut, the  mother  state  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Tod)  French,  his  par- 
ents, were  both  natives  of  that  commonwealth, 
his  mother  having  been  born  in  North  Haven. 
The  son  received  his  education  at  the  Grand 
River  Institute  and  in  1854,  while  still  a  youth. 
joined  the  migrating  gold  seekers  and  spent 
four  years  in  the  mines  of  California  and  the 
Pacific  Coast.  Upon  his  return  he  engaged  in 
business  in  Ashtabula  county,  largely  devoting 
himself  to  stock  brokerage,  and  in  1874  located 
on  a  farm  in  Austinburg  township,  where  his 
son  and  daughter  were  reared  and  where  his 
widow,  with  the  former,  still  resides.  Mr. 
French  died  on  this  homestead,  endeared  to  the 
family  by  so  many  associations,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1906.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was 
a  Unitarian,  an  honorable  business  man  and 
agriculturist,  a  citizen  of  high  character  and  a 
husband  and  father  of  sincere  affection  and 
constant  thoughtfulness. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  L. 
French  (nee  Helen  M.  Ryder)  occurred  at 
Austinburg,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1866,  and 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Alfred  Schuyler  French,  the  elder,  was  born 
on  the  31st  of  March,  1868,  is  unmarried  and 
operates  the  home  farm.  Florence  G.,  the 
daughter,  was  born  December  4.  1869,  and 
has  held  the  position  of  assistant  secretary  at 
both  the  Cleveland  Normal  School  and  Lake 
Erie  College.  For  six  years  she  was  an  in- 
cumbent of  the  former  and  is  still  serving  the 
Lake   Frie  institution. 

Mrs.  Helen  (Ryder)  French  was  born  in 
Austinburg  on  the  Oth  of  May.  1844,  receiving. 
a  district  scbool  education  and  a  training  at 
the  Grand  River  Institute.  For  seven  years 
prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a  successful 
teacher,  and  lias  always  been  recognized  as  a 
lady  of  rare  intelligence,  sound  judgment  and 
refined  feminine  character.  Mrs.  French  is  a 
grand-daughter  of  Samuel  Ryder,  a  native  of 


New  Hartford,  Connecticut,  who  had  been  a 
farmer  for  some  years  when,  in  1809,  he 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  and  settled  in  the 
wilderness  of  Austinburg  township,  about  half 
a  mile  south  of  the  present  village.  There  he 
farmed,  kept  the  old  toll  gate  near  his  home, 
and  the  house  which  he  first  built  is  still  stand- 
ing in  all  the  picturesqueness  of  its  hundred 
years.  Samuel  Ryder  was  also  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  the  first  to  be 
organized  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  his 
every-day  life  was  as  Puritan-like  as  his  re- 
ligion. He  married  Miss  Naomi  Hulbert,  who 
bore  him  the  following,  thirteen  children :  Sam- 
uel Jr.,  who  married  Hannah  Ryder;  Naomi, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Eben  Hickok  of  Jef- 
ferson, Ohio,  and  had  three  children,  their  son 
Edward  now  living  in  that  place ;  Mary,  who 
died  unmarried  in  Wisconsin ;  Horace,  who 
married  Nancy  Webb  and  lived  in  Austinburg ; 
Lydia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Durlin  Hickok 
and  the  mother  of  three  children ;  Louise,  who 
married  Dr.  Raymond ;  Clarissa,  who  died  in 
Michigan  as  the  wife  of  Dr.  Day  and  the 
mother  of  three  children ;  Frederick,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Payne,  who  bore  him  four  children  ; 
Henry  G..  who  became  the  father  of  nine 
children ;  Winthrop,  who  died  young ;  Emme- 
line,  who  married  Frederick  Pierce  and  had 
three  children ;  Betsy,  who  was  the  wife  of 
John  Walker  and  bore  him  three  daughters ; 
and  Eunice,  who  married  John  B.  Pierce, 
brother  of  Frederick  mentioned  above,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children. 

Henry  Grant  Ryder,  of  this  family,  was 
born  at  New  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  June 
of  1806  and  died  February  22,  1885.  He  ob- 
tained a  district  school  education,  engaged  in 
various  lines  of  work,  and  finally  purchased 
ninety  acres  of  land  a  mile  and  a  half  north- 
east of  the  village  of  Austinburg,  which  he 
fashioned  into  a  good  farm  and  homestead, 
first  erecting  a  small  frame  house  for  the  fam- 
ily residence  and  later  providing  a  more  com- 
fortable and  commodious  home.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  he  conducted  a  well- 
managed  dairy  and  was  altogether  a  thrifty 
and  honorable  citizen.  He  married  Miss  Ann 
French,  a  native  of  Northampton,  Massachu- 
setts, ami  a  daughter  of  Nathan  French,  also 
of  that  state,  who  removed  with  his  family  to 
Leroy.  Lake  county.  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ryder  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  and 
all  were  born  in  Austinburg.  as  follows:  Henry 
Martin.  January  14.  1836,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Civil  war  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  :  An- 
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nette,  born  in  March,  1837,  who  married  C.  C. 
Lukens  and  now  resides  in  Tennessee;  Cecil 
S.,  August  14,  1838,  who  married  Miss  Al- 
meda  Sherman,  of  Jefferson,  Ohio,  to  them 
was  born  one  daughter,  Annette ;  Brainard  F., 
born  in  November,  1839,  who  married  Laura 
Dean  Ryder  and  had  one  son,  Ralph  H.,  who 
died  at  Natick,  Massachusetts ;  Mary  L.,  who 
was  born  in  March,  1841,  married  J.  R.  King, 
of  Lenox,  and  died  in  March,  1908;  Alfred  B., 
born  in  August,  1842,  who  was  killed  during 
the  Civil  war  in  August,  1864;  Helen  M.,  Mrs. 
Theodore  L.  French;  Emily  C,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1845,  wh°  married  Cyrus  A.  Green,  of 
Austinburg,  and  bore  him  three  children,  Fred 
E.,  Idella  and  Henry  R.  Green ;  and  Charlotte 
E..  who  was  born  in  April,  1847,  married 
Henry  Chaffee,  of  Jefferson,  and  died  as  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  mother  of  Ernest  H.  and  Gaius 
W.  Chaffee.  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Ryder,  the  mother 
of  this  family,  died  at  Lenox  Center  in  No- 
vember, 1888,  and  her  Christian  patience  and 
faithfulness  are  perpetuated  in  the  generations 
of  worthy  men  and  women  who  have  followed 
her. 

Richard  Van  Burex  Taylor,  of  Lerov 
township,  was  born  December  23,  1836,  on  a 
farm  adjoining  the  one  he  now  occupies,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Martin)  Tay- 
lor. His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Martin,  who  built  a  mill  on  Big  Creek  and 
operated  it  for  many  years.  Jonathan  Tavlor 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  eight 
years  of  age  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents. 
He  died  at  Pine  Hollow,  in  1873,  seventy-three 
years  old.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  1798, 
died  in  1881,  aged  eighty-three  years.  They 
lived  in  Concord  township  some  years,  and 
about  1832  came  to  the  farm  in  the  woods, 
where  Richard  was  born.  They  cleared  the 
farm,  which  Richard  purchased  about  1870. 
Jonathan  Taylor  had  six  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, who  reached  maturity.  Of  these,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter  were  living  in  1909. 
Lucinda  was  the  oldest  child.  Alonzo  is  a 
farmer,  living-  at  Lafayette,  Wisconsin.  Jona- 
than also  lives  in  Wisconsin.  William  re- 
mained in  Leroy  township  and  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  Richard,  William.  Jonathan 
and  John  served  in  the  Civil  war,  William  and 
Jonathan  served  through  the  war,  and  Tohn, 
who  was  in  a  regiment  on  the  frontier."  was 
wounded.  William  and  Richard  served  in  the 
Fourteenth  Ohio  Battery,  under  Captain  J.  B. 
Burrows,  late  a  circuit  judge. 


Richard  V.  Taylor  was  with  the  battery  until 
the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  was  then 
wounded  in  both  arms,  one  being  hit  with  a 
piece  of  shell  and  the  other  with  a  musket  ball 
in  the  forearm.  After  a  furlough  of  sixty 
days  he  was  discharged.  He  was  also  injured 
somewhat  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  while 
in  practice.  After  the  war  closed  he  moved 
to  his  present  farm,  assuming  a  debt  of  $2,000. 
He  now  owns  about  152  acres,  of  which  about 
seventy  are  in  cultivation.  He  carries  on  the 
farm  himself,  and  he  is  industrious  and  thrifty, 
and  a  good  farmer.  Mr.  Taylor  belongs  to 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  voted 
for  Lincoln  and  has  since  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket. 

Mr.  Taylor  married,  in  1863,  Eliza,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Margaret  Crane,  the  former 
a  Manxman.  She  was  born  in  Leroy  town- 
ship. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  had  one  son  and 
two  daughters ;  they  lost  one  daughter,  Mary, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  she  having  been 
a  teacher  three  years.  One  son,  Adolphus,  late 
of  Cohoes,  England,  was  a  manufacturer  and 
lived  at  Painesville ;  he  died  of  pneumonia, 
February  13,  1909,  at  the  age  of  forty-three. 
By  his  wife  Martha  he  had  two  children,  Elma 
and  Mary,  who  with  their  mother,  live  with 
Richard  V.  Taylor.  The  third  child,  Gertie 
E.,  is  the  wife  of  David  M.  Davis,  a  farmer 
of  Lerov,  having  a  fine  farm. 

Horace  C.  Babcock,  a  Ravenna  township 
agriculturist,  was  born  in  Shalersville  town- 
snip,  Portage  county,  September  2,  1841,  a 
son  of  Edwin  B.  and  Alma  (Hoskins)  Bab- 
cock. The  father,  a  son  of  Simon  Babcock 
from  Connecticut,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Hiram,  Ohio,  his  parents  having  lo- 
cated there  as  early  as  1800.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  timber  land 
in  Shalersville  township,  to  which  he  had  to 
cut  a  road  through  the  dense  forest,  but  with 
the  passing,  years  he  cleared  his  land  and  con- 
verted it  into  a  valuable  farm,  owning  400 
acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  on  the 
10th  of  November,  1897,  and  his  wife  died  on 
the  14th  of  February,  1846.  Their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  and  by 
the  father's  second  marriage  to  Amelia  B. 
Crane  he  had  two  children. 

Horace  C.  Babcock,  the  fourth  born  of  the 
first  family,  resided  with  his  parents  and  as- 
sisted them  on  the  farm  until  his  marriage,  on 
the  2d  of  March,  1871,  to  Luthera  Welton, 
who  was  born  in  Ravenna  township  May  16, 
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184;,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Unice  P. 
( (  Iviatt )  Welton,  the  father  born  in  Wolcott- 
ville,  Connecticut.,  and  the  mother  in  Hudson, 
Ohio,  and  he  was  a  son  of  Erastus  and  Nab- 
bie  (Church)  Welton,  from  Connecticut,  and 
she  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Sher- 
man) Oviatt.  Isaac  Welton  came  to  Stowe, 
in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  in  1838,  where  he 
became  a  farmer,  although  in  Connecticut  he 
followed  watch-making,  and  he  was  the  first 
milk  peddler  in  Ravenna.  He  bought  a  tract 
of  land  just  northwest  of  Ravenna,  on  which 
in  1832  had  been  built  a  fine  brick  residence, 
and  there  he  died  on  the  16th  of  February, 
1888.  He  was  born  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1806.  His  wife  died  there  on  the  16th  of 
August,  1886.  There  were  three  children  in 
their  family :  Emily,  the  widow  of  James  T. 
Riddle,  and  a  resident  of  Kittanning,  Penn- 
sylvania ;  Lucretia.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
George  Strickland  and  died  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1907  :  and  Luthera,  a  twin  of  Lucretia, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Babcock. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock 
resided  with  her  parents  until  they  moved  to 
his  farm  of  eighty-three  acres  in  Shalersville 
township,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1872.  But 
on  the  22d  of  March,  1904,  they  left  that  place 
and  returned  to  her  parents'  old  homestead, 
of  which  her  share  consisted  of  twenty  acres. 
This  fine  old  home  is  filled  with  many  interest- 
ing relics  of  former  years,  including  the  old 
flax  and  spinning  wheels  used  by  her  mother 
in  the  pioneer  days,  and  a  woolen  carpet  that 
the  mother  made  back  in  the  days  of  1855  is 
still  in  use.  Mr.  Babcock  rents  his  farm  in 
Shalersville.  The  one  son  of  this  union  is 
Frank  W.  Babcock,  a  stationary  engineer  in 
Ravenna.  The  family  are  identified  with  the 
Disciple  church,  and  Mr.  Babcock,  in  politics 
a  Republican,  has  served  his  township  as  a 
mad  supervisor  and  as  a  school  director. 

Fred  Portman,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Hen- 
rietta township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
April  25,  1855.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Anna 
Rubi  Portman.  and  the  youngest  of  their  fam- 
ily of  six  children.  John  Portman  was  born 
in  Switzerland,  in  1837,  and  his  wife  was  born 
in  1838;  they  came  to  Lorain  county  and  pur- 
chased, in  1869,  the  farm  which  is  still  in  the 
family,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1889,  Fred 
Portman  took  charge  of  the  farm,  which  he 
has  since  successfully  carried  on.     He  is  a  Re- 


publican in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Methodist  church.  He  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  public  affairs,  and  an  enterprising, 
useful  citizen. 

Mr.  Portman  married,  October  5,  1880, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret 
(Stahl)  Geissendoerfer,  both  born  in  Beiren, 
Germany,  the  former  June  17,  1827,  and  the 
latter  August  17,  1831.  Mr.  Geissendoerfer 
and  his  wife  came  to  America  in  1853,  and 
settled  first  in  Rockport,  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  took  up  land  and  resided 
there  until  1 87 1,  when  they  located  in  Henri- 
etta, and  there  Mr.  Portman  and  his  wife  be- 
came parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
have  received  common  school  educations ;  they 
are:  Lydia  Anna,  John  Walters,  Esther  Lena 
(wife  of  Edward  B.  Haueisen),  Ernest  Victor, 
Elmer  S.,  Paul  Erhart,  and  Jesse  Herold. 

H.  R.  Loomis. — As  one  of  the  representa- 
tive younger  members  of  the  bar  of  his  native 
county  and  as  the  able  and  popular  incum- 
bent of  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ra- 
venna, there  is  all  of  consistency  in  according 
recognition  to  Mr.  Loomis  in  this  publication, 
but,  farther  than  this,  such  consideration  is 
due  also  on  the  score  that  he  is  a  scion  of  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  in  both  the  paternal  and  mater- 
nal lines  is  a  representative  of  families  founded 
in  America  in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of  our 
national  history.  He  has  gained  no  insignifi- 
cant precedence  in  the  practice  of  his  exact- 
ing profession,  and  as  the  chief  executive  of 
the  municipal  government  of  Ravenna  has  well 
justified  the  wisdom  of  the  electors  of  the  city 
whose  franchise  brought  to  him  this  gratifying 
official  preferment. 

H.  R.  Loomis  was  born  on  the  homestead 
farm  in  Randolph  township.  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1-880.  and  is 
a  son  of  Harris  J.  and  Susan  (France) 
Loomis,  both  of  whom  were  likewise  born  in 
Portage  county.  Harris  J.  Loomis  was  reared 
and  educated  in  this  county  and  during  his 
entire  active  career  was  successfully  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  became  the 
owner  of  a  well  improved  and  valuable  landed 
estate  in  Randolph  township  and  was  a  citizen 
ever  honored  in  his  native  county,  where  he 
wielded  no  slight  influence  in  connection  with 
public  affairs  in  his  community.  He  served  as 
township  assessor  and  land  appraiser,  and  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.     He  died  in  the  very  prime  of  his 
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strong  and  useful  manhood,  having  been  forty- 
five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 
He  was  a  son  of  Harlow  Loomis,  who  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  who  was  a 
scion  of  stanch  old  English  stock.  The  family 
was  founded  in  America  in  1639,  and  the  name 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  an- 
nals of  New  England,  where  was  cradled  so 
much  of  our  national  history,  while  in  later 
generations  representatives  have  been  found  in 
the  most  diverse  sections  of  the  Union.  Har- 
low Loomis  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  of 
his  native  state  in  1818,  and  became  one  of  the 
sterling  pioneers  of  Portage  county,  where  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  that  year.  He  secured  a 
tract  of  government  land  in  Randolph  town- 
ship and  there  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the 
primeval  forest.  Here  both  he  and  his  wife 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  and  their 
names  merit  an  enduring  place  on  the  roll  of 
the  worthy  pioneers  who  laid  the  foundations 
upon  which  has  been  reared  the  magnificent 
superstructure  of  opulent  prosperity  in  the 
beautiful  old  Western,  Reserve. 

Mrs.  Susan' (France)  Loomis,  has  passed 
her  entire  life  in  Portage  county  and  still  re- 
sides on  the  fine  old  homestead  farm  in  Ran- 
dolph township.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry- 
France,  who  was  a  native  of  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  and  who  became  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Portage  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  the  close  of  his  long 
and  useful  life.  His  lineage  was  of  English 
origin,  and  the  family  was  early  founded  in 
Pennsylvania,  whence  came  the  original  rep- 
resentatives of  the  name  of  Ohio.  Harris  J. 
and  Susan  (France)  Loomis  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
as  f<  ill  >ws  :  Zoa  is  the  wife  of  Edward  R.  Har- 
ris, of  Cleveland ;  Maud  and  Clyde  remain 
with  their  widowed  mother  on  the  old  home- 
stead ;  and  II.  R.,  of  this  review,  is  the  young- 
est of  the  number. 

The  present  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ravenna 
passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm 
and  his  early  educational  discipline  was  se- 
cured in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship. In  1X97  he  was  matriculated  in  the  Ohio 
Northern  University,  at  Ada,  where  he  com- 
pleted a  course  in  the  literary  and  scientific 
department  and  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1900,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  In  the  autumn  of  1901  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  Western  Reserve 
University,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  was 
duly  admitted  to  the  bar  in   December,   1903. 


.Mr.  Loomis'  novitiate  in  the  active  work  of 
his  profession  was  of  comparatively  brief  dura- 
tion, for  he  soon  gained  recognition  as  an  able 
advocate  and  well  fortified  counselor.  Soon 
'  after  his  graduation  in  the  law  school  he 
opened  an  office  in  Ravenna,  and  in  this  city- 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  practice.  He 
has  been  successful  in  his  profession  and  his 
clientage  is  of  a  representative  order. 

The  able  lawyer  and  popular  native  son  was 
soon  brought  forward  for  office  of  public 
trust,  since  he  was  first  elected  mayor  of  Ra- 
venna in  the  autumn  of  1905,  only  two  years 
after  establishing  his  home  in  the  city  to  whose 
chief  executive  office  he  was  thus  called.  The 
distinction  is  in  itself  one  of  no  slight  signifi- 
cance, and  also  offers  unmistakable  evidence 
of  the  personal  popularity  of  Mr.  Loomis  in 
the  community.  His  administration  was  thor- 
ough, progressive  and  businesslike  during  his 
first  term,  and  the  popular  verdict  placed  upon 
his  efforts  was  shown  in  his  election  as  his  own 
successor  in  the  fall  of  1907.  His  second  term 
will  expire  January  1,  1910.  Mayor  Loomis 
is  a  stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  vital  and  enthusiastic 
workers  in  its  cause.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  Republican  central  committee  of  Portage 
county  during  the  campaign  of  1908,  and  mar- 
shaled the  forces  at  his  command  with  much 
discrimination  and  finesse.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  local  lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  also  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks. 

Alfred  E.  Butler,  a  well-known  business 
man  of  LaGrange  townsip,  and  prominent 
in  the  official  life  of  Lorain  county-,  comes  of 
a  leading  New  England  family  of  stanch  old 
English  descent.  The  first  American  ancestor 
was  Richard  Butler,  who  came  from  Brain  tree, 
England,  and  in  1632  settled  at  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  The  town  records  show  that 
he  was  made  a  freeman  two  years  after,  and 
that  in  1635  he  formed  a  company  for  the  set- 
tlement of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  A  deacon 
of  the  first  church  of  that  place,  grand  juror 
and  selectman  for  several  years,  repeatedlv 
a  member  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  col- 
ony, all  the  facts  go  to  show  that  he  was  a 
man  of  high  moral  standing  and  citizenship. 
By  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Bigelow  he  be- 
came the  father  of  three  children,  himself  pass- 
ing away  on  the  6th  of  August.  1684. 
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The  line  of  descent  toward  Alfred  E. 
touches    successively   Nathaniel,   William   and 

John,  the  last  named  marrying-  Sarah  Foster. 
daughter  of  Edwin  Foster,  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  on  the  3rd  of  December.  172S. 
There  were  nine  children  of  that  union,  Com- 
fort being  born  November  16.  1743.  and  dying- 
February  19.  1826;  his  son  Asa  became  the 
grandfather  of  Alfred  E..  of  this  sketch. 

Rev.  Asa  Butler  was  born  in  Walling  ford, 
Connecticut,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1778. 
and  in  March.  1817.  was  licensed  to  preach 
in  the  Baptist  church  of  his  native  town.  In 
October  of  that  year  he  moved  to  Worcester, 
Xew  York,  and  in  September.  1823.  was  called 
to  ordination  by  the  First  Baptist  church  of 
that  place.  Air.  Butler  was  twice  married — 
first  to  Orpha  Hall,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and 
Elizabeth  Hall,  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
on  the  9th  of  October.  1805.  She  died  August 
26,  1824.  and  on  the  29th  of  September.  1825. 
he  wedded  Betsey  Lord,  daughter  of  Marvin 
Lord,  of  Lyme.  Connecticut.  Eight  children 
were  born  of  the  first  union,  of  whom  four 
reached  adult  age :  of  the  latter,  Rosander 
Hall  Butler,  father  of  Alfred  E..  was  the 
eldest. 

Rosander  H.  Butler  was  a  native  of  Hart- 
ford. Connecticut,  born  July  20.  1806,  and  on 
April  28.  1835,  he  married  Harriet  Wright, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Orange  Wright,  the  cere- 
ninny  occurring  at  Worcester,  Otsego  county, 
Xew  York.  The  father  spent  his  life  in  his 
native  count)-  as  a  farmer,  a  carpenter  and  a 
citizen  of  high  repute  and  public  prominence. 
He  was  a  man  of  quite  remarkable  informa- 
tion and  a  leading  Republican  of  his  county. 
Fourteen  children  were  born  to  him.  of  whom 
five  sons  and  five  daughter-;  reared  families 
of  their  own.  Mr.  Butler's  death  occurred  in 
Xew  York  March  19.  1878.  his  widow  surviv- 
ing him  until  February  2j.  1885.  when  she 
pa -sed  away,  in  her  sixty-eighth  year. 

Alfred  E.  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Worces- 
ter. Xew  York,  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1849.  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
hi-  native  county,  and  resided  at  home  until 
he  reached  his  majority.  In  1870  he  com- 
menced work  on  a  neighboring  farm,  and  in 
January.  1872.  located  in  LaGrange  township 
and  obtained  employment  in  a  saw  mill  which 
was  operated  by  an  uncle.  There  and  in  a 
similar  line  he  continued  for  about  fifteen 
years,  but  in  1887  purchased  a  furniture  and 
undertaking  business  at  LaGrange.  which  he 
operated  for  another  fifteen  years.  Mr.  Butler 
then  closed  out  the  furniture  branch,  but  has 


continued   the   undertaking   business   to   such 

good  purpose  that  he  is  the  leader  in  that  line 
in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Butler  has  also  been  prominent  in  the 
local  government,  having  served  as  a  council- 
man for  two  terms,  village  marshal  for  a  like 
period  and  as  constable,  truant  officer,  and  in 
other  capacities  which  mark  him  as  a  citizen 
of  earnest  purpose  and  usefulness  to  his  home 
community.  He  is  closelv  affiliated  with  the 
F.  &  A.  M..  K.  of  P.  and  K.  O.  T.  M.  of  La- 
Grange.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  his  professional  capacity  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Funeral  Directors'  Association. 

On  July  3.  1870.  Mr.  Butler  married  Miss 
Florence  A.  Tucker,  who  was  born  at  West- 
ford.  Otsego  county.  Xew  York,  on  the  5th 
of  February,  1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Anson 
A.  and  Sophia  1  Hagerty  )  Tucker.  Her  father 
was  born  at  Orwell.  Bradford  count}-.  Penn- 
sylvania, November  5.  1824.  and  died  at  La- 
Grange  on  the  27th  of  February,  1906.  His 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  June  6,  1848. 
at  Cooperstown.  Xew  York,  was  born  in 
Herkimer  county,  Xew  York,  Xovember  5. 
1824.  and  died  April  26,  1899.  Mrs.  Butler's 
parents  came  to  LaGrange  in  April,  1878.  and 
resided  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  until  their 
decease.  The  daughter,  Tillie  B.,  who  was 
born  July  9.  1876.  was  appointed  postmistress 
of  LaGrange,  August  19.  1909,  having  been 
manager  and  operator  of  the  branch  at  La- 
Grange of  the  Elyria  Southern  Telephone 
Company  from  1898. 

Joel  H.  CiiAMnox. — An  able  representa- 
tive of  the  horticultual.  floricultural  and  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Lake  county.  Joel  H. 
Champion  is  a  valued  resident  of  Perry  town- 
ship, where  he  has  an  extensive  nursery,  which 
he  established  in  1891.  He  has  a  large  farm, 
ami  utilize-  about  sixty  acres  0:  it  in  his 
work  of  raising  a  general  line  of  mu  sen  -1  ick, 
keeping  eight  men  busily  employed.  He  was 
born  December  22.  1847.  in  Schoharie  county. 
Xew  York,  and  at  the  age  of  four  year-,  in 
185 j.  came  with  his  parents,  Joel  and  Je- 
mima 1  Gardner)  Champion,  to  Perry  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided.  His  father 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  having-  a  shop  in  Lane 
village. 

Growing  to  manhood  in  Perry  township. 
Joel  II.  Champion  was  employed  for  five  sea- 
sons as  an  orchard  grafter,  working  in  Xew 
York,  Ohio  and  Iowa.  He  was  subsequently 
employed  as  a  general  farmer  for  many  years, 
in    1891   moving  to  hi-  present  estate,  which 
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was  formerly  owned  by  Nelson  Norton,  who 
built  the  present  commodious  brick  residence 
in  1870.  The  farm  itself  contains  but  forty- 
eight  acres,  but  Mr.  Champion  rents  the  sixty- 
acres  used  for  nursery  purposes.  He  is  a 
man  of  good  business  ability,  energetic  and 
enterprising,  and  endeavors  to  make  the  best 
use  of  every  acre  of  his  land,  among  his  other 
ventures  having  devoted  a  part  of  his  nursery 
to  the  cultivation  of  ginseng,  which  brings  a 
good  market  price. 

Mr.  Champion  married,  in  1870,  Orinda 
Neely,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county,  New  York,  and  is  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Merriman,  of  Perry  township.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Champion,  namely  :  Emma  H.,  wife  of  Thomas 
B.  West,  of  Perry  township,  of  whom  a  brief 
sketch  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
work;  Ada  G.,  wife  of  Amherst  Thompson, 
a  son  of  Thomas  Thompson,  whose  sketch  also 
appears  in  this  volume ;  and  Arthur  N.,  who 
is  in  partnership  with  his  father,  married 
Maud  Arthur,  and  they  have  five  children: 
Roger,  Gladys,  Geraldine,  Vera  and  Russell. 

Elsworth  A.  Alderman,  an  old  soldier 
and  a  prosperous  farmer  residing  on  his  fine 
homestead  at  West  Windsor,  also  represents 
one  of  the  leading  pidneer  families  of  Ashtab- 
ula county  and  the  Western  Reserve.  Both  his 
paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of  New  Eng- 
land were  residents  of  Windsor,  Goshen  or 
Newgate,  Connecticut.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Elijah  Alderman,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1755,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  died  April  29.  1810.  His  son, 
Elijah,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Newgate  in  1777,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  married  Rosanna 
Phelps.  In  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  still  a  young  man,  he  moved  his  fam- 
ily to  the  wilds  of  Ohio  and  settled  as  pioneers 
in  the  little  town  of  Windsor,  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Western  Reserve.  Isaac  Newton 
Alderman,  the  voungest  of  the  thirteen  chil- 
dren born  to  Elijah  Alderman,  Jr.,  and  his 
wife,  became  the  father  of  Elsworth  A.  He 
was  born  in  Windsor,  Ohio,  November  23, 
1823,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  married 
Elizabeth  Bacon. 

Elsworth  A.  Alderman  was  horn  at  West 
Wiiid^. r.  (  >hio,  August  10.  1844.  and  was  the 
first  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  X.  Alderman. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
section  and  also  engaged  in  farming  until  Aug- 
ust 12,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 


One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war  with  the  western  division  of  the  Union 
army.  He  participated  in  Sherman's  march  to 
the  sea;  was  taken  prisoner  by  John  Morgan 
near  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  on  the  21st  of 
January,  1863,  and  during  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign was  under  fire  eighty-three  out  of  120 
days.  In  1866  Mr.  Alderman  married  Miss 
Florence  L.  Turner,  daughter  of  Warren  and 
Laura  L.  (Skinnef)  Turner.  In  1873  he  pur- 
chased the  present  family  homestead  at  West 
Windsor,  the  large  and  comfortable  farm 
buildings  having  all  been  erected  since.  The 
place  has  not  only  a  wide  reputation  for  its 
general  productiveness  and  attractive  appear- 
ance, but  as  being  one  of  the  best  sugar  camps 
in  the  vicinity. 

Mrs.  Alderman's  maternal  grandfather, 
Hezekiah  Skinner,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent pioneers  of  Ashtabula  county.  Born 
September  2,  1792,  he  was  a  stanch  Episco- 
palian and  did  much  to  build  the  old  church 
of  that  denomination  at  Windsor  Mills.  He 
also  owned  the  only  flour  mill  for  miles  around, 
as  well  as  a  saw  mill,  and  his  plants  gave  the 
place  its  distinctive  name.  Their  proprietor 
was  accidentally  killed  in  his  grist  mill  Novem- 
ber 14,  1862.  His  wife  (nee  Laura  Moore), 
whom  he  married  November  27.  1817,  was 
born  November  23,  1797,  an^  when  eight  years 
of  age  came  to  Ohio  on  the  back  of  a  horse, 
riding  oehind  Phelps  Tim  Alderman.  Her 
subsequent  girlhood  and  the  early  period  of 
her  married  life  were  spent  in  a  wilderness 
infested  with  wolves,  bears  and  Indians,  all  of 
which  made  inroads  into  the  domestic  animals 
of  the  family,  killing  and  eating  them,  or  steal- 
ing them  alive.  Six  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage,  of  whom  Laura  Lovira.  the 
second,  became  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Alderman. 
She  was  born  March  4,  1820,  married  Warren 
Turner,  of  Medina  county,  February  24,  1839, 
and  died  July  20,  1849.  The  only  child  of  this 
union  was  Elorence  L.  Turner  (Mrs.  Alder- 
man), who  was  born  May  29,  1844,  ar>d  is  her- 
self the  mother  of  three  children. 

Ada  L.  Alderman,  the  oldest,  was  born 
March  13,  1867.  and  is  unmarried.  She  en- 
joyed educational  advantages  at  Orwell,  Char- 
don  and  Jefterson.  Ohio,  and  since  she  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  has  taught  in  the  district 
schools  of  Windsor  and  the  graded  schools  of 
Huntsburg,  Trumbull,  Mesopotamia  and  New 
Lyme.  Besides  doing  her  school  work  and  as- 
sisting her  mother  with  household  duties,  she 
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has  given  much  time  to  public  service,  being 
the  first  woman  to  be  elected  president  of  the 
Windsor  school  board,  which  position  she  held 
for  three  years.  As  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  she  has  been  active  in  Sunday- 
school  work  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  Epworth 
and  Junior  leagues,  for  five  years  having 
served  as  recording  secretary  of  the  District 
Epworth  League. 

Bernard  K.  Alderman,  the  elder  son,  was 
born  October  9,  1871,  on  the  day  of  the  great 
Chicago  fire.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  school  near  his  home  and  after 
a  year  at  the  Xew  Lyme  Institute  began  teach- 
ing school,  but  soon  abandoned  that  profession 
to  adopt  electrical  engineering.  His  first  ex- 
perience was  at  the  Geneva  power  station ; 
afterward  he  went  to  Crestline  and  Hebron, 
and  is  now  located  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  the 
important  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
power  houses  on  the  eastern,  central  and  west- 
ern divisions  of  the  Ohio  Electric  Railway 
Company.  While  a  resident  of  Hebron  he  was 
a  member  of  the  city  council ;  at  Crestline  was 
a  leader  of  the  Methodist  choir  and  the  city 
band,  and  with  whatever  community  he  has 
identified  himself  has  exerted  a  good  and  a 
strong  influence.  On  October  25,  1899,  Mr. 
Alderman  married  Miss  Mary  C.  Sparrow,  of 
Windsor,  and  both  are  stanch  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Coridon  W.  Alderman  was  born  September 
26,  1875,  and  resides  on  a  farm  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  his  birthplace.  Like  his  brother,  he 
attended  district  school  and  at  the  Xew  Lyme 
Institute,  as  well  as  Huntsburg  High  School, 
afterward  teaching  in  the  Windsor  and  Burton 
schools.  At  present  he  is  township  clerk  and 
secretary  of  the  Windsor  Telephone  Company; 
is  an  active  Granger  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  Methodist  church.  On 
May  22.  1901,  he  married  Miss  Xellie  E. 
Adams,  of  Windsor  Mills,  who  is  also  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  the  local  Grange.  Their  daughter,  Helen 
Estelle,  was  born  September  13,  1906. 

Rev.  Jesse  Boswell. — Little  rues  it  what 
we  say.  I  letter  far  what  we  are  and  what  we 
do.  Life's  influence,  like  a  pebble  thrown  in 
the  water,  ripples  out  to  the  farthest  shore; 
or,  like  a  voice  sent  out  in  the  ether,  goes  on 
vibrating  until  it  reaches  the  eternal  shores. 
We  set  in  motion  what  we  never  can  stay.  If 
it  is  good,  well ;  we  cannot — and  who  would 
want   to — stay   it.      But    if   evil,   who   can   tell 


the  fearful  influences  of  such  a  life.  With  a 
burning  desire  to  do  the  right,  and  with  some 
sense  of  the  baleful  influence  of  wrong.  Mr. 
Boswell  has  tried  to  live  and  teach  and  preach 
the  gospel. 

We  owe  much  to  parentage.  The  gift  by 
blood,  the  first  impressions,  the  mold  of  char- 
acter and  trend  of  life,  given  by  parents,  have 
much  to  do  with  all  that  may  be  named  as  real 
success  in  life.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
would  wish  to  give  due  credit  for  whatever 
has  been  accomplished  in  his  life  work  to 
God  -  loving,  God  -  fearing,  God  -  serving  par- 
ents, who  loved  the  church,  who  worked  in 
it,  and  gave  for  its  success. 

Jesse  Boswell  was  born  Xovember  19,  1849, 
in  a  log  house,  near  the  village  of  Monroeville, 
Huron  county,  Ohio.  Here,  with  an  older 
brother,  John,  born  February  15,  1848,  and  a 
younger  sister,  born  March  16,  1851,  and  a 
brother,  Asa  Willie,  born  March  9,  1859,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  childhood  and 
youthful  days.  The  log  house  soon  gave  way 
to  a  good,  substantial  brick  house.  The  land 
was  cleared  of  stumps  and  stones,  ditches  were 
dug  and  drains  put  in.  Here  he  learned  the 
art  of  toil,  constant,  persistent  application 
which  was  a  pleasure.  Here  was  implanted 
the  principle  that  toil  was  honorable,  work 
was  no  disgrace.  The  ties  of  home  were  very 
tender  and  loving.  The  parents  never  having 
had  the  advantages  of  education,  though  they 
had  acquired  the  art  of  reading,  writing  and 
first  principles  of  arithmetic,  were  desirous  that 
their  children  should  have  the  advantages  of 
a  liberal  education.  They  began  early.  When 
five  years  of  age,  Jesse,  with  his  brother  John, 
trudged  to  the  Standardsburg  school,  two  miles 
distant.  Rain  and  sunshine,  heat  and  cold  and 
snow  storms  bore  witness  to  a  faithful  school 
attendance.  If  the  drifts  were  new  and  deep, 
the  horses  were  hitched  to  the  sleigh  for  a 
merry  ride.  Happy  childhood  days — going  to 
school,  in  the  school,  on  the  farm,  in  the  home 
— how  sweet  their  memory ! 

But  joy  was  clouded  with  sorrow.  When 
Jesse  was  twelve  years  old,  the  loving  mother 
was  called  from  home  and  loved  ones  and 
friends,  to  her  heavenly  reward.  The  trium- 
phal death,  the  lonely  home,  the  absence  of 
the  mother  love  had  a  telling  influence.  The 
father  never  married  again.  A  cousin.  Sarah 
Cooper,  kept  house  for  three  years,  and  then 
sister  Lydia  took  charge  of  the  home.  From 
the  death  of  his  mother.  Mr.  Boswell's  educa- 
tion consisted  of  four  months  of  winter  school, 
until,    when    eighteen,    he    went    to    Sandusky 
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Business  College,  and  graduated  from  there  in 
the  spring  of  1869.  He  was  called,  the  follow- 
ing fall,  to  teach  in  the  above  college ;  but  his 
brother's  illness  made  it  necessary  that  the 
brother  take  a  trip  abroad  to  recover  his  health, 
and  this  made  it  necessary  that  Jesse  stay  on 
the  farm. 

But  a  hungry  mind,  and  a  deep  conviction 
that  he  was  called  to  preach  the  gospel,  turned 
his  steps  to  Dennison  University,  Granville, 
Ohio.  Here,  after  six  years  of  study,  Mr. 
Boswell  graduated,  carrying  off  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class — the  class  of  'jj.  The 
three  following  years  were  spent  in  the  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary,  Rochester,  New 
York. 

In  the  fall  of  1880  he  settled  in  Storm  Lake, 
the  county  seat  of  Buena  Vista  county,  Iowa, 
as  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  was  or- 
dained the  following  June  by  a  council  of 
Baptist  ministers  and  laymen  called  by  the 
Storm  church.  Here  Mr.  Boswell  found  and 
married  his  wife.  Miss  Mary  A.  Angier, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  Angier.  Im- 
mediately after  the  marriage,  January  24, 
1883,  they  made  their  wedding  trip  to  Mr. 
Boswell's  old  home,  Monroeville,  Ohio.  While 
there  he  was  called  to  take  charge  of  a  new 
interest  in  Bellevue.  Subsequently  he  filled 
pulpits  in  New  London,  Ohio ;  Erie,  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Weston,  Michigan;  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
now  is  back  to  the  old  home  and  church  of 
his  parents — the  First  Baptist  church,  Mon- 
roeville, Ohio,  where  he  is  the  pastor.  Mr. 
Boswell  was  converted  in  early  life  and  bap- 
tized by  Rev.  I.  D.  King,  in  the  Monroeville 
Baptist  church. 

The  dark  cloud  which  came  to  their  home 
was  the  death  of  their  only  child,  Walter  Cyril, 
who  was  instantly  killed  by  the  Lake  Shore 
electric  car,  while  crossing  the  track  west  of 
town.  He  was  out  as  a  newsboy,  delivering 
his  papers. 

Now  a  word  of  history  of  the  parents  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Boswell. 

Joseph  Boswell.  the  father  of  Jesse,  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  March  16, 
1807.  His  father  died  when  he  was. a  little 
child,  leaving  his  mother  with  five  children  to 
care  for.  According  to  the  laws  of  that  day, 
Joseph,  when  twelve  years  old.  was  bound  out 
by  the  parish  to  serve  in  a  home,  for  which 
he  received  his  board  and  a  meager  covering 
of  clothes.  In  early  manhood  he  came  to  the 
Lnited  States,  landing  in  New  York.  He 
found  work  near  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  and 
spent  two  and  one-half  years  there.    He  heard 


the  cry  before  Horace  Greeley  uttered  it, 
"Young  man,  go  West."  So  up  the  Hudson 
river,  through  New  York  state  on  the  Erie 
canal,  and  from  Buffalo  by  boat  to  a  little  town 
called  Huron,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Huron 
river,  and  riding  on  shanks'  ponies,  he  landed 
in  Monroeville,  Ohio,  the  new  west.  It  was 
about  the  first  of  June.  The  first  man  of  the 
village  was  James  H.  Hamilton,  and  for  him 
Mr.  Boswell  worked  the  three  months  of  June, 
July  and  August,  for  the  sum  of  eleven  dollars 
a  month  and  board.  Where  the  Presbyterian 
church  now  stands  he  raked  and  bound  wheat. 
He  continued  to  work  for  Mr.  Hamilton  for  a 
year  or  more,  and  at  the  close  received  as  pay 
a  team  of  horses  and  harness  and  wagon,  and 
an  order  on  Hamilton's  store  for  clothing. 
With  this  outfit  he  began  his  career  as  a 
farmer,  renting  land  at  Cook's  Corners,  now 
North  Monroeville,  on  Edward  Reed's  farm. 
Here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Cooper. 
It  was  noised  a  minister  had  come  to  the  Cor- 
ners to  preach.  So,  without  delay,  it  having 
been  agreed  that  they  were  to  be  married  as 
soon  as  a  minister  came,  Miss  M.  A.  Cooper, 
coming  from  her  house  work,  washed  hands 
and  face  and  robed  herself,  and  Mr.  Boswell 
came  from  his  outdoor  work,  washed  and 
dressed,  and  by  this  time  the  parson  was  there 
and  the  two  were  declared  husband  and  wife. 
This  was  a  little  before  the  noon  hour.  After 
dinner  each  put  on  their  working  clothes  and 
went  about  the  common  every-day  duties.  This 
was  their  romantic  wedding  tour.  But  the 
bond  that  bound  them  grew  in  love,  sweetness 
and  affection  as  they  toiled  on  in  life's  work. 
Six  children  were  the  fruit  of  this  union. 
Three  died  in  infancy,  and  three — John,  Jesse 
and  Lydia  M. — came  to  years  of  manhood  and 
womanhood.  Joseph  Boswell  and  wife  toiled 
on.  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Reed,  and  at  the  end 
of  nine  years  bought  of  James  Hamilton  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Jesse  Boswell,  and  on 
which  was  the  old  log  house  in  which  he  was 
born. 

Joseph  Boswell  was  a  man  of  good  judg- 
ment, a  wise  planner,  and  one  of  the  most 
successful,  and  among,  the  best,  if  not  the  best 
farmer  of  that  time.  He  made  the  fields  yield 
largely.  A  new  brick  house  soon  graced  the 
farm,  and  ere  long  another  farm  of  120  acres 
was  purchased  and  paid  for.  At  this  time. 
when  they  were  planning  for  a  less  strenuous 
life  with  more  of  leisure  and  ease,  the  wife 
and  mother  was  taken  out  of  the  home  to  her 
haven  of  rest. 
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Let  us  give  here  a  brief  account  of  her  life. 
She  was  born  in  Kent,  near  London,  England. 
August  2i,  1825.  She  was  the  youngest  of 
a  large  family  of  children,  five  of  whom  with 
the  father  came  to  this  country.  Their  names 
are  Robert,  Fred,  Caleb,  Maria  and  Mary  Ann 
Cooper.  Soon  after  coming  to  Monroeville 
she  met  Mr.  Boswell,  and  friendship  ripened 
to  love  and  marriage.  She  was  a  devoted  wife 
and  loving  mother.  She  died  March  30,  1862. 
She  united  with  the  Baptist  church  soon  after 
coming  to  this  country.  Joseph  Boswell  united 
with  the  Baptist  church  February  4,  1843,  soon 
after  its  organization,  and  continued  a  promi- 
nent and  active  member,  ever  interested  in  its 
progress.     He  departed  this  life  May  4,  1894. 

John  Boswell,  brother  of  Jesse,  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Lyon,  and  lived  on  the  second  farm 
purchased  by  Joseph  Boswell.  In  the  strength 
of  manhood's  years  he  was  called  home  August 
8,  1889,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  life.  Lydia 
M.  Boswell,  sister  of  Jesse,  died  in  her  twenty- 
second  year,  departing  June  29,  1872.  Asa 
Willie  Boswell  lived  eleven  months  and  eleven 
days,  dying  February  20,  i860. 

Now  just  a  bit  of  history  of  Mrs.  Jesse  Bos- 
well. Mary  A.  Angier  was  the  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Sarah  Angier,  and  was  born  August 
4,  1859,  in  Garnavillo,  Clayton  county,  Iowa. 
Her  father,  Levi  Angier,  was  a  native  of  West- 
port.  New  York,  and  son  of  Elijah  Angier. 
His  birthday  was  February  6,  1815.  In  1849 
he  migrated  to  Iowa,  by  canal  and  boat  to 
Chicago  and  thence  by  team  to  Garnavillo. 
He  taught  school,  carried  oma  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  afterward,  in  Wisconsin,  in  com- 
pany with  others,  carried  on  a  saw  mill  and 
grist  mill.  He  died  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boswell  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
four  years  and  three  months,  May  7,  1909. 

The  wife  of  Levi  Angier  was  Sarah  M. 
Gay,  daughter  of  John  M.  Gay.  In  1842  he 
went  to  Garnavillo,  Iowa,  and  in  1859  went  to 
Mt.  Sterling,  Wisconsin.  There,  having  filled 
out  his  four  score  years,  he  passed  to  the  other 
shore. 

Orrin  Giles  Harmox  is  numbered  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Portage  county,  and  he 
was  born  in  its  city  of  Ravenna  on  the  13th 
of  March.  1864.  a  son  of  Julian,  a  grandson 
of  Orrin  and  a  great-grandson  of  Judge  Elias 
Harmon,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent  polit- 
ical leaders  of  Portage  county  in  his  day  and 
the  founder  of  the  family  here.  Judge  Har- 
mon  was   born   in   Suffield.   Connecticut,   Sep- 


temDer  7,  1773,  and  during  the  early  history 
of  tnis  community  he  made  the  journey  by 
boat  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio,  and,  establish- 
ing nis  home  in  Aurora  township,  of  Portage 
county,  he  cut  roads  through  the  dense  woods 
to  the  farm  he  had  selected,  cleared  the  tract 
of  its  dense  growth  of  timber,  erected  a  little 
log  cabin  thereon,  and  there  this  brave  and 
hardy  pioneer  of  the  Western  Reserve  lived 
and  labored  for  a  few  years,  until  the  1st  of 
October,  1799,  when  he  moved  to  another  farm 
in  Mantua  township,  and  once  more  established 
his  home  in  a  little  log  cabin  which  he  built. 
There  he  passed  away  in  death  on  the  18th  of 
September.  1 85 1 ,  and  his  wife  died  on  the  25th 
of  May  of  the  same  year.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sabrina  Gillett,  and  was  born  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1776.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  on  the  6th  of  January,  1799. 

Orrin  Harmon,  a  son  of  this  pioneer  couple, 
was  born  on  their  farm  in  Mantua  township, 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1805.  He  learned  the 
art  of  surveying  in  his  early  life  under  the  in- 
structions of  Judge  Atwater,  a  surveyor  with 
the  Connecticut  Land  Company.  Mr.  Harmon 
also  became  an  agent  for  the  Connecticut  Land 
Company,  and  did  much  of  their  surveying 
throughout  the  Western  Reserve.  He  served 
Portage  county  as  its  surveyor  for  many  years, 
and  was  prominently  identified  with  much  of 
the  early  history  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  died  on  the  14th  of  December,  1885,  sur- 
viving his  wife  for  a  number  of  years,  for  she 
passed  away  on  the  17th  of  June,  1878.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Camilla  King,  born 
in  Charlestown  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  November  14,  1802,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried on  the  27th  of  September,  1832. 

Among  the  children  of  Orrin  and  Camilla 
Harmon  was  the  son  Julian,  who  was  born  in 
Ravenna,  Ohio,  February  17,  1835,  and  the 
first  thirty-three  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  that  city.  At  the  close  of  that  period,  in 
1868,  he  moved  to  a  farm  of  212  acres,  two 
miles  northeast  of  Ravenna,  about  100  acres 
of  which  were  under  cultivation,  and  this  land 
had  been  secured  by  his  grandfather  Harmon 
from  the  Connecticut  Land  Company.  1  le 
served  his  township  as  trustee,  and  in  politics 
was  a  Republican.  On  the  6th  of  October. 
1862.-  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Kneeland,  who 
was  born  in  Freedom,  Ohio,  November  4.  1841, 
a  daug.nter  of  Giles  W.  and  Etarista  (Barber) 
Kneeland,  born  respectively  in  the  townships  of 
Shalersville  and  Freedom,  Portage  county. 
The  three  children  of  this  union  are :  Orrin  G., 
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of  this  review;  Nina,  the  wife  of  Dana  K. 
Wileman,  of  Ravenna  township ;  and  Olin  F., 
on  the  old  Harmon  homestead.  Mrs.  Harmon 
passed  away  in  death  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1886,  and  two  years  later  her  husband  joined 
her  in  the  home  bevond,  dying  on  May  10, 
1888. 

The  old  Harmon  homestead  in  Ravenna 
township  served  as  the  playground  for  Orrin 
G.  Harmon  in  his  early  youth,  and  it  has  also 
witnessed  his  later  successes  and  accomplish- 
ments. Since  the  death  of  his  parents  he  has 
operated  the  land  in  connection  with  his 
brother  and  sister,  they  farming  jointly,  and  in 
addition  to  their  general  farming  pursuits  they 
also  conduct  a  dairy.  Mr.  Harmon  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  equipped  with  a  good  edu- 
cational training,  having  attended  both  the  dis- 
trict and  high  schools  of  Ravenna,  and  during 
one  year  he  was  a  student  at  Traverse  City, 
Michigan.  He  married,  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1898,  Lillie  A.  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in 
Ravenna  township,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Emily  (Neighman)  Armstrong,  the  father 
born  in  Ireland  and  the  mother  in  Franklin 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Har- 
mon is  a  granddaughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Louckard)  Armstrong  and  of  William  and 
Eliza  Ann  (Tucker)  Neighman,  William 
Neighman  having  been  born  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  and  his  wife  in  Trum- 
bull county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harmon  reside  in 
the  home  built  by  his  father  in  1886,  an  his- 
toric old  homestead  of  eleven  rooms,  and  the 
timber  for  its  erection  was  secured  from  the 
land  surrounding  it.  They  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  church.  Mr.  Harmon  in  poli- 
tics is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  fraternal  order  of  Masons,  Unity  Lodge, 
No.  12,  and  of  Cressett  Lodge,  No.  225, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Of  the  latter  order  he 
also  belongs  to  Buckeye  Company,  Uniformed 
Rank,  No.  97. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Amelia  (Norton)  Nich- 
ols.— The  descendant  of  a  pioneer  family  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  Mrs.  Adelaide  A.  Nich- 
ols has  an  exceedingly  interesting  family  rec- 
ord, tracing  her  ancestry  back  in  an  unbroken 
line  for  nineteen  generations,  to  a  prominent 
family  of  France,  bearing  the  name  of  Nord- 
Yille.  This  name  was  subsequently  corrupted 
to  North- Ville  or  North-Town,  in  America  be- 
coming Nor-Ton,  and  is  now  known  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land  as 
Norton.    A  daughter  of  Seth  Deming  Norton, 


she  was  born  July  23,  1846,  in  the  village  of 
Hiram,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  Her  great 
grandfather,  Hiram  Norton,  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  in  1807,  locating  in  Hiram  town- 
ship as  one  of  its  earliest  householders. 

Sewell  Norton,  Mrs.  Nichols's  grandfather, 
married  Harriet  Harrington  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Summit  county,  being, 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 

On  August  19,  1825,  the  birth  of  Seth  Dem- 
ing Norton  occurred  in  Middlebury,  Summit 
county,  Ohio.  On  June  11,  1845,  he  married 
Maria  Wetherell,  in  Hiram,  Ohio,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
Adelaide  Amelia,  now  Mrs.  Nichols,  was  the 
first-born. 

Mrs.  Nichols  was  given  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages,  attending  school  in  Gar- 
rettsville,  where  she  was  under  the  instruction 
of  James  Norton,  for  four  years.  On  Febru- 
ary 20,  1867,  in  Ravenna,  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  she  was  united  in  marriage  with 
George  F.  Nichols,  and  for  the  ensuing  twenty- 
three  years  lived  in  Freedom  township,  Port- 
age county,  on  the  old  Marcy  place.  In  1895 
she  ■  moved  to  her  present  home,  in  Mantua 
township,  the  old  Nichols  homestead,  which 
was  given  to  her  husband  by  his  father.  Noble 
II.  Nichols.  Two  children  were  born  of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols,  namely :  Edith 
Norton,  born  March  7,  1874,  and  Esther  Seth, 
born  December  27,  1881.  Edith  N.  married, 
December  26,  1899,  Samuel  Heflick,  and  they 
have  one  child,  George  Norton  Heflick,  born 
May  21,  1892.  Mr.  Nichols,  through  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ursula  B. 
Drake,  is  related  to  the  distinguished  Drake 
family,  which  has  long  been  prominent  in 
American  history.  His  mother  was  born  No- 
vember 28,  1822,  in  Hampshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, a  daughter  of  Stimpson  W.  and  Abi- 
gail (Joslin)  Drake,  natives  also  of  the  old 
Bay  State. 

Selden  J.  Potter  is  numbered  among  the 
few  remaining  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
he  is  honored  not  only  for  the  brave  and  val- 
iant part  he  performed  in  the  war  between  the 
north  and  south,  but  also  for  his  sterling  citi- 
zenship and  honorable  business  career.  Born 
.hi  the  29th  of  August.  1840.  he  is  a  son  of 
James  P..  Potter  and  a  grandson  of  James 
rotter  Sr.,  the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  in  Portage  county.  He  cleared  and 
improved  his  farm  of  100  acres  here,  erected 
thereon  a  little  log  dwelling  and  other  neces- 
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sary  farm  buildings,  and  carved  a  home  from 
out  the  wilderness  for  himself  and  family. 
which  numbered  two  children.  His  son  James 
accompanied  him  here  from  his  native  state  of 
Connecticut,  the  journey  being  made  with  ox 
teams,  and  he  was  here  married  to  Mary  Hor- 
ton,  a  native  daughter  of  the  state  of  Xew 
York,  and  they  began  their  married  life  as 
farmers  on  the  old  Potter  estate.  Two  sons 
and  two  daughters  blessed  their  union,  Eliza, 
Selden  J.,  Amelia  and  Cornelius. 

Selden  J.  Potter  was  left  fatherless  when 
but  a  small  boy.  and  he  remained  with  his 
mother  until  he  went  into  the  army  to  fight  for 
the  north,  entering  Company  B,  Second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Smith,  and 
left  for  Cleveland  in  August  of  1861,  while 
in  the  following  December  he  went  with  his 
command  to  Camp  Denison  and  participated 
in  his  first  battle  at  Flat  Rock,  Arkansas. 
Going  from  there  to  Fort  Scott,  and  thence  to 
Columbus  and  Kenton,  Tennessee,  he  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Knoxville.  and  assisted  in 
driving  the  rebels  out  of  Tennessee.  After  the 
reconstruction  period  he  returned  home  on  a 
furlough,  and  rejoining  his  command  in  Vir- 
ginia he  served  under  Grant  through  the  Wil- 
derness campaign,  through  Harpers  Ferry  into 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where  they  drove 
Early  from  that  part  of  the  country,  and  then 
followed  Lee  until  the  final  surrender.  On 
the  night  preceding  this  event  Mr.  Potter's 
horse  was  killed  while  under  him,  and  obtain- 
ing another  horse,  he  rejoined  his  company  in 
the  valley,  went  with  Sheridan  to  Washington, 
and  thence  back  to  Winchester,  and,  although 
twenty  miles  distant  from  the  heart  of  that 
battle,  he  plainly  heard  the  deafening  roar  of 
the  artillery,  just  preceding  this  event  his 
company  was  charged  by  rebels,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  charge  through  their  infantry.  He 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  and 
from  there  went  into  Georgia,  thence  to  Peters- 
burg and  on  to  Washington  to  participate  in 
the  Grand  Review  there.  His  command  was 
then  sent  to  St.  Louis  to  guard  against  bush- 
whackers, and  after  a  long  and  valiant  serv- 
ice in  the  interest  of  his  country  and  native 
northland  he  received  bis  discharge  in  1865. 

Returning  to  bis  home  in  Portage  county, 
Mr.  Potter  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
near  Windham,  where  he  conducted  a  tract  of 
fifty  acres,  and  then  coming  to  his  present  loca- 
tion near  Freedom  Station,  he  became  the 
owner  of  fifty  acres  here,  ten  acres  of  which 
he  improved,  and  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 


agricultural  pursuits.  On  the  24th  of  April, 
1866,  soon  after  returning  from  the  war.  he 
was  married  to  Frankie  Shurtleff,  who  was 
born  June  15,  1839,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Emily  Shurtleff,  who  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Mrs.  Potter  came  to  this  county  on  a 
visit  in  1865,  and  thus  became  acquainted  witli 
her  future  husband,  and  was  married,  their 
union  having  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of'  a 
son  and  daughter,  but  the  latter,  Emily  May, 
is  deceased.  The  son,  J.  B.  Potter,  resides  at 
Freedom.  Mr.  Potter  is  a  member  of  the 
( irand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  he  has  served  his  township  as  a 
supervisor. 

Charles  W.  Peck  was  born  in  Shalersville 
township  July  26,  1856,  and  his  entire  life  has 
been  spent  within  its  borders  and  he  is  now 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  of 
its  agriculturists.  After  his  marriage  he 
bought  an  improved  farm  of  150  acres  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  this  township,  and  with 
the  passing  years  he  has  continued  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  this  place,  has 
rebuilt  and  remodeled  its  buildings,  and  has 
now  one  of  the  fine  large  frame  residences  and 
bank  barns  of  the  community.  He  follows 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  maple 
sugar  orchard  of  about  600  trees. 

Mr.  Peck  is  not  only  a  native  son  and  a 
prominent  business  man  of  Shalersville  town- 
ship, but  he  is  also  a  member  of  one  of  its 
oldest  families.  His  father.  Burton  Peck,  born 
in  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  was  brought 
here  by  his  parents  when  a  small  child,  riding 
in  a  one-horse  wagon,  and  the  family  located 
on  a  heavily  timbered  farm.  The  senior  Mr. 
Peck  in  time  cleared  and  improved  the  place 
and  became  a  prominent  man  in  the  township. 
Burton  Peck  after  his  marriage  located  one 
mile  east  of  Shalersville,  and  remained  on  his 
farm  there  until  his  death  January  30,  1890. 
when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 
His  wife,  nee  Arilla  Chapin,  a  native  of  Port- 
age count}-,  was  a  member  of  another  of  the 
early  families  of  Shalersville  township,  a 
daughter  of  Edmond  and  Nancy  (Nichols) 
Chapin,  from  Champlain  county.  Vermont. 
Mrs.  Peck  has  continued  to  own  the  farm 
since  her  husband's  death,  and  resides  there 
during  the  summer  months,  while  she  spends 
the  winters  with  her  daughter,  Nellie  M..  the 
wife  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Morton,  in  Cleveland. 

Charles  W.  Peck  is  the  elder  of  their  two 
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children,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
on  the  22A  of  February,  1880,  he  was  married 
to  Hattie  L.  Hinman,  from  Ravenna  township, 
a  daughter  of  Ansel  and  Helen  (Reed)  Hin- 
man, natives  respectively  of  Atwater  and  Ra- 
venna townships,  Portage  county.  The  two 
children  of  this  union  are:  Warren,  born  on 
the  5th  of  April,  1892.  and  Gertrude,  born 
March  29,  1894.  During  three  years  Mr.  Peck 
served  his  community  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  he  is  at  present  a  township 
trustee,  elected  in  January  of  1907.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ravenna  Grange  No.  32,  and 
he  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations. 

William  T.  Cowles. — A  representative 
citizen  of  Painesville,  where  he  has  important 
capitalistic  interests,  though  living  essentially 
retired,  William  T.  Cowles  is  a  scion  of  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  and  this  also  is  true  of  the  mater- 
nal line.  He  has  lived  in  the  Reserve  from 
the  time  of  his  birth  and  has  so  ordered  his 
course  as  to  gain  not  only  marked  success  in 
connection  with  the  practical  activities  of  life, 
but  also  as  to  retain  at  all  times  the  inviolable 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He 
has  thus  maintained  fully  the  prestige  of  the 
honored  name  which  he  bears. 

Mr.  Cowles  was  born  in  the  village  of  Char- 
don,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, 1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Lodisa  (King)  Cowles.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  state  of  New  York  and  was  a  son 
of  Elliott  Cowles.  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, whence  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  New  York  state.  He  came  in  the  pioneer 
days  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  settled  in 
Middlefield  township.  Geauga  county,  where 
he  developed  a  valuable  farm  and  became  a 
citizen  of  influence  in  his  community.  He  died 
in  that  county  when  his  son,  William  T.,  was 
a  boy.  Lodisa  (King)  Cowles  was  born  in 
Geauga  county  and  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
King,  who  was  one  of  the  first  three  perma- 
nent settlers  in  Chardon.  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death.  When  William  T. 
Cowles  was  a  child  of  four  years  his  parents 
removed  from  the  village  of  Chardon  to  a  farm 
two  miles  northwest  of  that  place.  This  farm 
Mrs.  Cowles  had  received  from  her  father,  and 
there  she  passed  the  residue  of  her  life,  having 
been  summoned  to  eternal  rest  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Her  husband  died  in 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  They 
were  persons  of  superior  intelligence  and  of 


sterling  character.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons:  Elliott,  who  died  in  Adams 
count)',  Iowa,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
that  state:  Franklin,  who  died  while  serving 
as  a  member  of  General  Garfield's  regiment, 
the  Forty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in 
the  Civil  war,  was  twenty-three  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  demise:  William  T.,  whose 
name  initiates  this  article,  was  the  third  son; 
and  Louis  C.  is  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. 

William  T.  Cowles  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  fine  old  homestead  farm  in  Chardon 
township,  Geauga  county,  and  his  early  edu- 
cational advantages  were  those  afforded  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  He 
continued  to  be  associated  in  the  work  and 
management  of  the  homestead  mentioned  until 
he  was  thirty-one  years  of  age.  and  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  L.  C,  settled  the  affairs 
of  the  estate  after  the  death  of  their  father. 
He  then  came  to  Lake  county  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord  township,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  principally  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  the  ensuing  fifteen  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which,  in  1887,  he  removed  to 
Painesville.  in  which  city  he  has  since  main- 
tained his  home.  He  is  now  treasurer  of  the 
Painesville  Elevator  Company  ;  vice-president 
of  the  Dollar  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial financial  institutions  of  the  county  :  and 
he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Cleveland  Trust 
Company  and  a  stockholder  and  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Chardon,  his  native 
village. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cowles  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  while 
a  resident  of  Concord  township  he  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  various  local  offices.  He  is 
at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the  building 
commission  which  has  charge  of  the  erection 
of  the  fine  new  court  house  of  Lake  county, 
said  commission  comprising  the  three  members 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  four 
members  appointed  by-  the  judge  of  the  circuit 
court.  The  work  is  in  progress,  and  the  cost 
of  the  building,  in  addition  to  the  finishing 
work,  will  aggregate  $350,000.  The  fine  struc- 
ture, under  contract  stipulations,  will  be  com- 
pleted in  1909. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  vears  Mr. 
Cowles  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Em- 
erett  Hodges,  who  was  born  in  Concord  town- 
ship. Lake  county.  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Juliet  ( Yesey )  Hodges,  who  were  pio- 
neers of  this  county,  whither  thev  came  from 
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the  state  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cowles  became  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Anna  Lodisa,  who  died  in  Concord  township, 
Lake  county,  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Mrs. 
Cowles  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1905.  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  Her  memory  is 
revered  by  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of 
her  gracious  influence. 

Samuel  James  Craixe,  of  Leroy  township, 
is  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  was  born 
April  16,  1841.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Ann  (Watterson)  Craine,  who  came  to  Leroy 
township  in  1842.  They  settled  first  where 
the  Crane  brothers  now  live,  and  ten  years 
later  removed  to  the  adjoining  farm,  now  oc- 
cupied by  Samuel  J.  The  house  was  built  just 
before  he  came  into  possession  of  the  farm. 
Here  William  Craine  died.  June  21,  1887,  aged 
ninety-one  years,  he  having  been  born  March 
17,  1796.  He  retained  his  faculties  to  the  end 
of  his  life.  He  worked  at  his  trade  of  stone- 
mason until  an  old  man,  and  nearly  all  the 
walls  in  the  vicinity  were  built  by  him;  his 
farm  was  carried  on  by  his  sons.  His  wife 
died  January  10,  1882,  and  the  date  of  her 
birth  was  January  1.  1802.  They  had  eight 
children,  namely :  William  R.,  married  Isabel 
Cowan :  Eleanor,  married  John  T.  Cowan ; 
John  Thomas,  died  in  his  twenty-third  year : 
Elizabeth,  married  Gardner  Wright ;  Edward 
H.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  ;  Kate 
Jane,  married  Van  Buren  Brockway ;  Samuel 
J. ;  and  Eliza,  married  R.  B.  Taylor.  Of  these 
eight  children  but  four  are  living. 

Samuel  J.  Craine  lived  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  and  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm  since.  He  is  now  the  oldest  Manxman 
in  Leroy  township.  He  is  a  Republican  and 
served  nine  years  as  township  trustee.  He  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Northeast  Leroy 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  the  church  at- 
tended by  all  the  original  Manxmen.  He  is  a 
man  of  solid  worth  and  probity,  and  univer- 
sally liked  and  respected. 

Mr.  Craine  married.  June  2.  1869,  Nellie  A. 
Radcliffe,  who  came  from  the  Isle  of  Man  at 
the  age  of  ten  years  with  an  uncle  and  aunt, 
to  Cleveland  ;  she  was  reared  by  Robert  Cor- 
bett  and  wife  in  Concord  until  her  marriage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craine  have  no  children  of  their 
own.  but  a  number  of  children  have  called 
their  residence  home,  and  have  been  given  all 
tne  privileges  of  sons  and  daughters.  All  were 
sent  to  school  and  well  reared.  Mrs.  Craine's 
cousin,  Susie  Radcliffe,  came  to  the  home  at 


the  age  of  seventeen,  and  she  taught  school 
nineteen  terms  in  the  home  district,  until  her 
marriage.  She  married  Thomas  Watson,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Globe  Ship  Yard  at  Cleve- 
land. Allen  Kermode,  a  boy  who  was  reared 
by  them,  came  at  the  age  of  nine  years  and 
remained  eight  years ;  he  is  now  a  carpenter 
living  in  Painesville,  on  Erie  street.  His  sister, 
Belle  Kermode,  was  three  years  old  when  she 
came,  and  she  remained  until  she  was  grown ; 
her  brother,  Willie  Kermode,  also  found  a 
home  with  these  kind  people.  Fredrick  Ker- 
mode, commonly  known  as  Freddie,  was  also 
raised  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craine  and  is  now 
married  and  lives  at  Rochester,  New  York, 
being  a  prominent  architect. 

Perry  Sperrv. — The  farming  interests  of 
Ravenna  township  find  an  able  representative 
in  Perry  Sperrv,  the  owner  of  one  of  its  valu- 
able and  well  improved  estates.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  native  sons  of  Crawford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  born  at  Springtown  on 
the  18th  of  November,  1828.  Joseph  Allen 
Sperry,  his  father,  born  in  Litchfield  county, 
Connecticut,  was  a  farmer  throughout  life,  and 
moving  to  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
about  the  year  of  1800,  he  located  amid  the 
timber  which  then  covered  the  land  of  that 
community.  After  a  time  he  cleared  his  farm, 
but  four  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  in 
1838.  he  came  to  Ravenna  township,  in  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  and  from  here  three  years 
later  he  moved  to  Michigan,  and  died  shortly 
afterward.  Before  leaving  his  native  state  of 
Connecticut  he  was  there  married  to  Ann  Shu- 
maker,  from  New  York,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred in  the  year  of  1834. 

Perry  Sperry,  the  fourth  born  of  their  eight 
children — four  sons  and  four  daughters — re- 
mained with  the  Hotchkiss  family  in  Ravenna 
township  after  his  father's  removal  to  Michi- 
gan, until  his  marriage  in  1853.  After  that 
event  he  started  on  the  overland  journey  with 
ox  team  for  Michigan,  and  arriving  in  Clinton 
county  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber 
land  there,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  in  time  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  forty  acres  of  his  farm. 
This  property  was  further  improved  by  a 
splendid  barn,  thirty  by  forty  feet,  and  he  lived 
on  that  farm  for  twelve  years,  lacking  a  few 
months,  after  which  he  sold  his  interests  there 
and  returning  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  bought 
a  farm  in  Freedom  township.  When  he  left 
for  Michigan  his  wealth  consisted  of  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  $100  in  money,  but  on  leaving  that 
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state  he  had  increased  his  possessions  to  $3,000. 
Purchasing  titty-two  acres  in  Freedom  town- 
ship, he  sold  the  land  six  years  later,  and  then 
for  four  years  conducted  the  Babcock  farm  in 
bnalersville,  a  dairy  farm.  Next  he  bought 
fifty-two  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  former 
place,  but  this  he  also  sold  after  four  years; 
then  for  two  years  rented  land  in  Freedom 
township,  and  at  the  close  of  that  period 
bought  his  present  homestead  of  seventy-seven 
acres  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Ravenna  town- 
ship, thirty  acres  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
and  the  remainder  is  timber  and  pasture  land. 
He  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  sheep,  and  another  leading  feature  of  his 
farm  is  its  sugar  orchard  of  over  600  trees, 
from  which  he  makes  on  an  average  of  200 
gallons  of  maple  syrup  each  season. 

Mr.  Sperry  married,  on  March  30,  1853, 
Ann  Eliza  Sweet,  born  in  Edinburg  township, 
of  Portage  county,  in  1832,  and  they  have  had 
the  following  children :  Ella  U.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Frank  Dutter  and  died  in  1905; 
Elida  A.,  the  wife  of  N.  E.  King,  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio ;  Elmer  E.,  a  resident  of  Akron, 
Ohio ;  Franklin  P.,  of  Garretville.  this  state ; 
and  Anna  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert 
Payne  and  died  in  1906.  Mr.  Sperry  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
i-  an  active  local  political  worker. 

Chables  D.  Kendeigh,  a  leading  farmer  of 
Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  this  township,  December  7,  1858,  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Streckler)  Kendeigh. 
Samuel  Kendeigh  was  a  farmer  and  carried 
on  a  grist  mill. 

( 'harlcs  D.  Kendeigh  attended  the  public 
schools,  spent  one  year  at  Oberlin  Academy, 
and  from  there  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
spent  >i.\  months  at  a  business  college.  After 
finishing  his  education  be  returned  to  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  resided  a  few  years, 
until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  located  on 
his  present  farm.  I  le  is  an  enterprising 
farmer  and  very  successful.  He  is  a  Democrat 
in  political  views,  and  in  1898  was  elected 
township  treasurer;  he  has  also  served  ten 
years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and 
at  present  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  town- 
ship trustees. 

Mr.  Kendeigh  married,  in  iXNo.  in  South 
Amherst,  Ohio,  Ella  May,  born  March  2,  i860, 
daughter  of  Luther  YV.  and  Ann  E.  (Reyn- 
olds) (lark,  the  father  being  from  Plymouth, 
Connecticut.    Mr.  Kendeigh  and  his  wife  have 


been  blessed  with  children  as  follows:  Clar- 
ence George,  born  February  26,  1886;  Earl 
Samuel,  April  16,  1890;  Nelson  Clark,  born 
September  1,  1892,  died  January  6,  1893  ;  Min- 
nie Belle,  born  October  12,  1895,  died  March 
8,  1896;  Ruth  Miriam,  born  August  27,  1899; 
Hubert  Clark,  born  October  11,  1900;  and 
Charles  Ward,  born  August  9,  1902.  Mr. 
Kendeigh  and  his  wife  are  attendants  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

Richmond  O.  Wheeler. — Occupying  a 
prominent  position  among  the  active  and  pros- 
perous agriculturists  of  Medina  county,  Rich- 
mond O.  Wheeler  is  the  owner  of  '  a  well 
managed  and  productive  farm  in  Lafavette 
township,  his  estate  in  point  of  improvements 
and  equipments  comparing  favorably  with  any 
in  that  part  of  the  state.1"  The  oldest  son  of 
the  late  Charles  Wheeler,  he  was  born  Tanu- 
ary  3,  1853.  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  of  English 
ancestry. 

Born  and  reared  in  England,  Charles 
Wheeler  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
the  early  fifties.  After  landing  in  America  he 
came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Westfield  township, 
Medina  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
sixty-five  acres,  and  in  its  care  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  he  bought  additional  land,  becom- 
ing owner  of  176  acres  of  choice  land.  En- 
gaging in  mixed  husbandry,  he  tilled  the  soil, 
and  raised  cattle,  horses  and  sheep,  continuing 
thus  employed  until  his  death,  in  1885.  He 
married  Mary  Ann  Blizzard,  also  a  native  of 
Wittshire,  England,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  as  follows :  Lovina,  wife 
of  Hibbard  Offley,  of  Nashville,  Michigan; 
Louisa  died  in  her  ninth  year;  Richmond  O., 
the  second  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  and 
Frederick  B.,  a  farmer  in  Lafayette  township. 

Passing  his  youthful  days  on  the  home  farm, 
Richmond  O.  Wheeler  attended  first  the  dis- 
trict schools,  subsequently  completing  his  early 
education  in  a  private  school  at  Lodi.  He 
subsequently  worked  on  the  farm  ever  since 
his  school  days.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  assumed  management  of  the  homestead,  of 
which  he  purchased  sixty-two  acres  at  first, 
afterwards  buying  out  the  interests  of  the  re- 
maining heirs.  Air.  Wheeler  is  exceedingly 
prosperous  in  his  labors,  raising  grain,  hay, 
cattle,  horses  and  sheep,  being  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive live  stock  growers  in  the  vicinity,  and 
particularly  a  producer  of  fine  coach  liorses, 
and  has  raised  some  of  the  best  ever  raised  in 
the  Western  Reserve.     His  farm  is  well  sup- 
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plied  with  convenient  buildings  and  all  the  ap- 
pliances for  successfully  carrying  on  his  work 
after  the  most  approved  modern  methods. 

Mr.  Wheeler  married,  January  25,  1887, 
Cora  I.  Nichols,  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Helen  M.  (Gates)  Nichols,  of  whom  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  may  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Wheeler 
have  two  children,  Charley  R.  and  Elon  C. 
Politically  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  Republican,  and, 
although  never  an  office  seeker,  has  served  five 
years  as  township  trustee,  and  for  the  past 
twenty  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board. 

Edgar  William  Maxson. — This  represent- 
ative member  of  the  bar  of  Portage  county, 
established  in  the  successful  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  is  a  scion 
of  the  third  generation  of  the  Maxson  family 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  with  whose  annals 
the  name  has  been  prominently  identified  for 
the  past  eighty-five  years.  The  old  state  of 
Connecticut  sent  forth  many  sterling  pioneers 
into  her  Ohio  Western  Reserve,  and  among 
this  number  were  the  paternal  grandparents  of 
the  subject  of  this  review. 

Edgar  William  Maxson  was  born  at  the 
home  of  his  maternal  grandparents,  in  Troy 
township,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Selina  C.  (Mumford)  Maxson.  The  father 
was  born  in  Colchester,  Connecticut,  and  was 
a  representative  of  a  family  founded  in  New 
England  in  the  colonial  era  of  our  national 
history.  He  was  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Teresa 
(Smith)  Maxson,  and  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  his  parents  immigrated  from  Con- 
necticut to  the  Western  Reserve,  where,  in 
the  year  1824,  they  numbered  themselves 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Portage  county. 
Joshua  Maxson  purchased  an  entire  section  of 
"land  in  Hiram  township,  and  from  the  prime- 
val forest  he  there  reclaimed  a  productive 
farm,  in  the  meanwhile  having  lived  up  to  the 
full  tension  of  the  pioneer  life.  He  became 
one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  his  township 
and  continued  to  reside  on  his  old  homestead 
until  his  death,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

William  Maxson.  father  of  Edgar  W.  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  farm  just  men- 
tioned, early  beginning  to  contribute  his  quota 
to  its  work  and  duly  availing  himself  of  the 
advantages  afforded  by  the  primitive  schools 
of  the  pioneer  days.  His  rudimentary  educa- 
tion had  been  secured  in  his  native  state.     He 


continued  to  be  identified  with  the  work  and 
management  of  the  home  farm  until  he  had 
attained  to  years  of  maturity,  and  he  never 
found  it  expedient  to  withdraw  his  allegiance 
from  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture. 
in  connection  with  which  it  was  his  to  gain 
definite  success,  as  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Portage  county. 
He  was  given  eighty  acres  of  the  old  home 
farm,  and  to  this  he  added  by  the  purchase  of 
a  contiguous  tract  of  forty-five  acres.  He  de- 
veloped one  of  the  valuable  farm  properties 
of  the  county  and  was  known  and  honored 
as  a  citizen  of  unswerving  integrity,  superior 
mental  endowment  and  distinctive  public  spirit. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  his  fine  farm  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  In  politics  he  was  aligned  as  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  contributed  to  the  develop- 
ment and  civic  progress  of  the  county  in  which 
he  so  long  maintained  his  home,  and  his  name 
merits  a  place  on  the  roll  of  the  sterling  pio- 
neers of  the  fine  old  Western  Reserve. 

Selina  C.  (Mumford)  Maxson,  mother  of 
Edgar  W.  Maxson,  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
at  Milford,  Otsego  county,  New  York,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Susanna  (Mor- 
ris )  Mumford,  who  came  from  the  Empire 
state  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1825  and  lo- 
cated in  Troy  township,  Geauga  county,  where 
the  father  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  wilder- 
ness, and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  residue  of  their  lives.  William  and  Selina 
C.  (Mumford)  Maxson  became  the  parents  of 
two  sons,  of  whom  Edgar  W.  is  the  elder ;  the 
other,  Victor  R.,  is  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Hiram  township,  Portage  county. 

Edgar  William  Maxson  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  on  the  old  ancestral  homestead  in 
Hiram  township,  and  his  preliminary  educa- 
tional discipline  was  that  afforded  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  later  continued  his  studies 
in  the  old  Western  Reserve  Institute,  at 
Hiram,  and  eventually  he  was  matriculated 
in  both  the  literary  and  law  departments  of 
the  celebrated  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  then,  as  now,  the  greatest  of  all  the 
state  universities,  and  in  the  two  departments 
he  prosecuted  his  respective  courses  simulta- 
neously, a  fact  that  indicates  how  marked  was 
his  ambition  and  how  great  his  powers  of  ap- 
plication and  assimilation.  He  was  graduated 
in  both  departments  in  1866.  and  received  the 
degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and   Bachelor  of 
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Laws.  Prior  to  this,  Mr.  Maxson  had  devoted 
more  or  less  attention  to  teaching  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  he  was  identified  with  suc- 
cessful pedagogic  work  for  a  total  of  about 
eleven  years,  within  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged as  teacher  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Springfield.  Illinois,  and  "  those  of  Eaton 
county.  Michigan. 

In  the  same  year  that  he  was  graduated 
in  the  University  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Maxson 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  state  and  also 
that  of  Ohio,  but  for  some  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business,  in  which  con- 
nection he  traveled  in  Michigan  and  Ohio,  in 
the  capacity  of  special  agent.  In  1872  he 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  law  at 
Garrettsville.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  continued  to  maintain  his  home  and  pro- 
fessional headquarters  until  1887.  He  had 
in  the  meanwhile  built  up  an  excellent  prac- 
tice and  gained  no  little  prestige  in  his 
chosen  vocation.  In  the  year  last  men- 
tioned he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Portage  county,  and  he  then  took  up 
his  residence  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  the 
judicial  center  and  metropolis  of  the  county. 
In  the  office  of  public  prosecutor  he  made  an 
admirable  record,  and  in  the  department  of 
criminal  law  he  showed  his  powers  in  connec- 
tion with  a  number  of  very  important  cases, 
including  that  of  the  notorious  "Blinkie"  Mor- 
gan, who  was  accused  of  murdering  Hulligan, 
and  whose  prosecution  was  so  ably  conducted 
by  Mr.  Maxson  that  Morgan  was  convicted 
and  hanged.  Other  causes  of  equal  celebrity 
came  before  the  courts  of  the  county  during 
tne  time  that  Mr.  Maxson  was  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  prosecutor,  and  his  success  gave 
him  precedence  as  not  only  one  of  the  best 
criminal  lawyers  in  the  county,  but  also  as 
one  admirably  equipped  in  all  departments  of 
his  profession.  He  has  continued  without  in- 
terruption in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Ravenna,  and  his  clientage  has  been  at  all 
times  of  representative  order.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  representative  members  of 
his  profession  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
commands  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem 
in  the  county  which  has  represented  his  home 
from  his  childhood  to  the  present.  He  is 
identified  with  various  professional  organiza- 
tions, is  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  local  ranks 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  local  lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  which  bodies  he  has  passed  the 
various  official  chairs,   including  that  of  high 


priest  of  the  chapter,  and  he  is  also  identified 
with  the  Ravenna  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Ravenna. 

In  1867  Mr.  Maxson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mull,  who  died  in 
1875  and  who  is  survived  by  one  daughter, 
Maud  M.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  X. 
Foote,  who  is  manager  of  the  Cleveland  Audit 
Company,  of  Cleveland,  and  resides  in  East 
Cleveland.  In  1876  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Maxson  to  Miss  Dora  E.  Lock- 
wood,  who  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Philander  Lockwood,  and  she  became  one  of 
the  well  known  citizens  of  Portage  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxson  have  no  children. 

Thomas  B.  West. — Prominent  among  the 
leading  nursery  men  of  Lake  county  is  Thomas 
B.  West,  of  Perry  township,  proprietor  of  the 
Maple  Bend  Nursery,  which  he  started  in 
1893,  and  has  since  conducted  with  profit  and 
pleasure,  each  year  adding  to  his  stock,  and 
increasing  the  scope  and  value  of  his  trade. 
A  son  of  the  late  James  West,  he  was  born 
April  28,  1864.  in  Lincolnshire.  England, 
where  the  first  year  of  his  life  was  spent. 

James  West  emigrated  to  America  in  1864, 
locating  first  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  follow- 
ing year  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  A.  Richardson,  joined  him  in  Quebec, 
bringing  her  little  family  of  childreTi.  two 
daughters  and  six  sons.  They  lived  in  or 
near  Cleveland  until  1874,  when  they  located 
in  Perry  township,  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  spent  their  remaining  days,  his  death 
occurring  in  February,  1905,  and  hers  the  pre- 
ceding October.  All  of  the  children  are  liv- 
ing with  the  exception  of  the  daughter,  Nel- 
lie, who  died,  unmarried,  in  1877,  the  others 
being  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Thomas 
Langshaw,  of  Perrv,  Ohio;  James  R..  of 
Cleveland;  R.  S.,  of  Perry;  Samuel,  of  Sa- 
lem, Ohio;  Henry  E.,  of  Perry;  George  F., 
also  of  Perry;  Thomas  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
brief  biography ;  and  Charles  O.,  of  this  town- 
ship. 

Remaining  beneath  the  parental  roof  tree 
until  attaining  his  majority,  Thomas  P..  West 
spent  the  following  year  as  a  commercial 
salesman,  being  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  James  R.  West.  From  that  time  un- 
til 1893  he  was  engaged  in  general  farming, 
in   the  meantime  becoming    familiar  with   the 


II02 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


various  branches  of  agriculture  and  develop- 
ing a  taste  for  horticulture.  In  1893  Mr.  West 
invested  his  savings  in  land,  buying  the  New- 
ton Watts  homestead,  which  is  advantageously 
located  on  the  Narrows  road,  in  Perry  town- 
ship, and  establishing  his  present  nursery.  He 
has  100  acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  seventy- 
five  of  which  he  devotes  to  horticultural  pur- 
poses, and  has  erected  new  buildings  and  in- 
stalled large  tree  cellars,  having  one  of  the 
best  equipped  nurseries  in  the  county.  He 
carries  an  extensive  stock  of  fruit  and  orna- 
mental trees,  hardy  shrubs  of  all  kinds,  many 
of  them  being  rare  and  valuable,  and  a  large 
variety  of  plants  and  flowers.  By  sturdy  in- 
dustry and  close  application  to  the  details 
of  his  business,  Air.  West  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  trade,  employing  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  assistants  in  the  nursery,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  keeping  salesmen  on  the  road  has  a 
valuable  catalogue  trade. 

Mr.  West  married  in  1893.  Emma  Cham- 
pion, a  daughter  of  Joel  H.  and  Orinda 
(Neely)  Champion,  of  whom  a  brief  account 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  to  them 
five  children  have  been  born,  namely :  Mar- 
garet Ellen,  Florence  Ada,  James  Hartwell, 
Dorothy  Ann,  and  Thomas  Edward.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  West  is  a  straightforward  Repub- 
lican, but  not  an  office  seeker.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  Perry  Lodge,  No.  792.  I.  O. 
O.  F..  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs. 
and  to  Madison  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Franklin  Ray. — Franklin  Ray,  of  Am- 
herst. Ohio,  who  has  now  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  life,  was  born  in  Black  River 
township.  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  April  23, 
1847.  His  father,  Joseph  Ray,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  came  to  America  as  a  young 
man  with  his  mother,  brother  and  sister,  set- 
tling in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  mar- 
ried, in  April.  1842,  Catherine,  born  June  24, 
1820,  in  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Cornelia  (Sherman)  Schneider, 
of  Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  who  brought 
their  family  to  Black  River  township,  Lorain 
county,  in  1835 ;  they  settled  in  the  woods 
and  began  clearing  land,  living  on  the  place 
until  their  deaths.  Joseph  Ray  and  his  wife 
settled  in  Black  River  township  on  a  farm  he 
had  acquired,  where  they  lived  many  years, 
and  Mr.  Ray  died  in  1872  on  this  farm. 
Mrs.  Ray  is  now  living  in  Amherst  at  an 
advanced  age.  remarkably  well  preserved   for 


her  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  were  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Lucinda,  widow  of 
Adam  Hollstine,  of  Brownhelm  township,  Lo- 
rain county ;  Margaret,  who  married  Lorenz 
Horn  and  died  July  13,  1896:  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Henry  Abel  and  died  in  Cleveland 
February  14,  1887;  Franklin;  Mary,  widow 
of  Frederick  Krouder,  of  Lorain ;  and  Cor- 
nelia, wife  of  Jacob  Krouder,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

The  boyhood  of  Franklin  Ray  was  passed 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  he  attended  the 
district  schools ;  he  has  always  resided  at 
home,  and  at  the  death  of  his  father  bought 
the  shares  of  the  other  heirs  and  carried  on 
general  farming  until  November,  1906,  when 
he  sold  his  farm  of  sixty-three  acres  to  the 
Knox  Syndicate  Company,  having  previously 
sold  twenty  acres  to  a  neighbor.  He  and 
his  mother  then  removed  to  the  village  of 
Amherst,  where  they  purchased  a  comfort- 
able home  on  School  street,  since  which  Mr. 
Ray  has  retired  from  active  life.  However, 
at  times  when  his  services  are  greatlv  needed, 
he  helps  his  neighbor  on  his  farm. 

Mr.  Ray  is  a  Republican  in  political  opin- 
ion, and  has  served  in  several  township  of- 
fices, such  as  school  director,  road  supervisor, 
etc.  His  mother  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  church,  and  Mr.  Ray  is  a  sup- 
porter of  any  good  cause.  They  have  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community,  where 
they  are  so  well  known.  Mr.  Ray  is  unmar- 
ried. He  was  an  intelligent  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer,  and  was  financially  successful 
while  cultivating  his  land. 

Alfred  Alonzo  King,  ex-mayor  of  the 
city  of  Lorain,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania.  November  4,  1870.  He  is  a  son 
of  Amos  and  Martha  (Lear)  King,  both  na- 
tives of  the  same  county :  his  grandparents  on 
both  sides  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  great-grandparents  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Amos  King  and  his  wife  still  live  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  became  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  nine  survive. 

Mr.  A.  A.  King  was  reared  on  a  farm  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  his  parents 
removed  to  the  town  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
he  received  his  education  in  the  district  and 
town  schools.  When  between  fifteen  and  six- 
teen years  he  began  learning  the  trade  of  pipe- 
fitter, serving  an  apprenticeship.  Previous  to 
this  he  had  worked  vacations  in  coal  yards. 
Mr.   King  took  advantage  of  an  opportunity 
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to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Southwest  Gas  Com- 
pany, as  assistant  foreman  on  the  line,  and  later 
went  to  work  for  the  Brown  &  Emory  Com- 
pany, of  Philadelphia.  He  next  worked  for 
Patrick  Bennett,  who  had  a  contract  for  put- 
ting in  water  works  in  Fairmont,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  subsequently  began  work  for  a  rail- 
road company,  firing  on  an  engine  on  the  west- 
ern division  of  the  New  York  Central  and 
Hudson  River  Railroad.  In  1892  Mr.  King 
began  work  for  the  Johnson  Company,  of 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  and  when  that  company  came  to 
Lorain  in  1895  he  came  with  them  and  worked 
at  his  trade,  later  becoming  assistant  general 
foreman  of  the  pipe  fitting  department,  which 
position  he  held  until  elected  mayor. 

Mr.  King  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
municipal  affairs  since  his  residence  in  Lorain, 
and  in  1902  was  elected  to  the  city  council, 
from  what  was  then  the  Seventh  ward,  now  the 
Fourth  ward ;  he  served  in  this  office  until  Jan- 
nary  1.  1908,  and  was  president  pro  tern  of  the 
council  the  last  two  terms.  In  1907  he  was 
signally  honored  by  being  elected  to  the  office 
of  mayor,  in  a  close  and  historic  campaign, 
serving  one  term.  He  has  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  at  heart,  and  enjoys  the  fullest  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-citizens.  Fraternally  Mr. 
King  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Protected  Home  Circle. 

Mr.  King  married  Ida  J.  Horner,  of  Johns- 
town, Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  born,  and 
the  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  Ray- 
mond Earl,  sixteen  years  of  age,  a  junior  in 
high  school. 

Exos  Tew,  Leroy  township,  Lake  county, 
born  in  Bergen,  Genesee  county,  New  York, 
October  2,  1830,  is  a  son  of  Enos  and  Betsy 
(Carrier)  Tew,  of  New  London,  Connecticut. 
The  parents  settled  in  New  York,  and  in  1833 
removed  to  Ohio  with  two  children.  The  father 
had  located  land  near  the  center  of  Leroy 
township,  in  the  fall  of  1832,  and  made  the 
trip  with  an  ox  team.  It  was  in  the  midst  of 
heavy  timber,  and  the  first  log  house  on  the 
farm  was  built  by  him.  John  Tew,  a  brother 
who  had  also  come  to  Ohio  that  year,  died  the 
night  that  Enos  and  his  family  reached  the 
neighborhood,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  son, 
Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
Enos  lived  in  his  brother's  house  a  year  and 
then  erected  a  house  on  his  own  farm,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  He  was  a  cooper 
by  trade,  put  up  a  shop  and  made  a  living  at 


his  trade,  hiring  the  land  cleared.  He  contin- 
ued to  work  at  his  trade  and  also  on  the  farm. 
His  youngest  son,  Richard  J.  Tew,  now  owns 
the  farm  and  lives  on  it.  Enos  Tew  died  in 
1879,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year,  and  his  wife. 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1806,  died  in 
February,  1876.  They  had  four  children, 
Enos  Jr.,  Armenia,  DeLos  J.  and  Richard  J. 
Armenia  married  Bud  Wilson,  who  died  when 
a  young  man  of  thirty-five ;  she  is  housekeeper 
for  her  brother  Enos,  with  whom  she  has  lived 
about  forty-five  years.  Enos  himself  never 
married.  DeLos  J.  Tew  is  at  Rushford,  Min- 
nesota, where  he  operates  a  flour  mill,  having 
been  gone  from  his  old  home  thirty-five  years ; 
he  worked  for  a  time  for  the  government  at 
carpenter  work. 

Enos  Tew  was  three  years  old  at  the  time 
his  parents  moved  to  Ohio,  and  has  since  lived 
in  Leroy  township.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
till  past  his  majority,  and  in  1856  went  to  Min- 
nesota for  a  few  years;  in  1863  he  removed  to 
his  present  farm,  near  Breakman  Church.  He 
has  200  acres,  and  the  farm  originally  belonged 
to  the  grandfather  of  Riley  J.  Breakman, 
though  it  also  contains  part  of  the  original 
John  Valentine  farm.  The  son  of  John 
Leander  built  the  present  house  in  1864;  Enos 
Tew  was  then  living  on  the  Breakman  farm. 
His  main  business  is  keeping  sheep,  and  he  has 
been  very  successful.  He  is  an  industrious  and 
practical  farmer,  and  enterprising  in  his  meth- 
ods When  a  young  man  he  taught  school 
ten  or  twelve  years,  near  home  and  also  in 
Illinois.    In  political  views  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Tew's  sister,  Mrs.  Wilson,  has  three 
daughters,  namely :  Alma  J.,  wife  of  John 
Adams,  school  superintendent  of  Madison 
township,  living  at  Unionville  ;  Emma  A.,  mar- 
ried J.  C.  Phillips,  a  farmer  living  at  LTnion- 
ville,  and  Mary  E.,  married  John  Cowle,  of 
Conneaut,  Ohio. 

George  W.  Lewis,  M.  D. — Talented  and 
cultured.  Dr.  George  W.  Lewis  has  been  a 
close  student  of  diseases  and  their  treatment 
for  many  years,  and  now  holds  an  assured  po- 
sition among  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Pierpont.  where  he  has  been  in  active  practice 
for  nearly  fifteen  years.  His  father,  Eber 
Lewis,  was  born  September  20.  1845,  m  Craw- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  still  a 
resident.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Marilla  Harned,  five  children  have 
been  born,  namely:-  Ida.  George  W.,  Lena. 
John  and  Homer. 
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After  obtaining  the  education  provided  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  district,  George 
\Y.  Lewis  attended  a  higher  institution  of 
learning  in  Linesville,  Pennsylvania,  after- 
wards continuing  his  studies  at  the  Edinburg 
State  Normal  school,  and  in  1891  being  grad- 
uated from  the  Perrins  school,  in  Buffalo,  New 
York.  He  subsequently  read  medicine  with 
ur.  Hotchkiss,  of  Edinburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  1892  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  in  1895.  Coming,  in  the  same  year  to 
Pierpont.  Dr.  Lewis  opened  an  office  just  north 
of  his  present  location,  and  has  here  built  up  a 
large  and  remunerative  practice,  his  ability  and 
professional  skill  being  recognized  and  highly 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  his  community. 
The  doctor  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs, 
and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  three 
years,  and  is  now  notary  public,  captain  of  the 
State  Police,  and  manager  of  the  Pierpont 
Band.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  county  committee. 

Dr.  Lewis  married,  September  4.  1892,  Nan- 
nie R.  McArthur,  who  was  born  August  5, 
1872,  in  Shenango  township,  Westford,  Penn- 
sylvania, a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sally 
(Thompson)  Mc Arthur,  of  Cherry  Hill,  Penn- 
sylvania. Of  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis, 
five  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Methyl 
H..  born  August  30.  1896;  Eber  H.,  born  No- 
vember 4,  1898:  Arthur  R.,  born  November 
Q,  1900;  Myron  F.,  born  October  17,  1904;  and 
Marilla  M.,  born  October  18,  1906.  Dr.  Lewis 
is  a  member  of  the  Ashtabula  County  Medical 
Society.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  to  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  In  1907  he  was  appointed  ex- 
aminer for  the  United  States  Marine  Corps. 
Since  coming  to  Pierpont.  the  doctor  has  built 
the  pleasant  home  which  he  now  occupies,  on 
North  Main  street. 

Stephen  E.  Gillett  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Cottage  Grove  Stock  Farm,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  largest  stock  raisers  of  Portage  county, 
shipping  to  all  parts  of  the  UJnited  States  and 
to  other  countries  as  well.  He  raises  the  regis- 
tered (  ixford  Down  sheep,  Jersey  cows  and 
Poland  China  hogs.  Although  the  raising  of 
registered  stock  is  one  of  the  principal  features 
of  nis  business  he  also  follows  a  general  line 
of  farming  and  conducts  a  dairy  and  creamery. 


Mr.  Gillett  was  born  in  <  Itsego  county.  New 
York.  November  8,  1850.  a  son  of  Albert  and 
Hannah  (  Cross  |  ( iillett,  both  of  whom  were 
also  born  in  that  county.  He  is  a  grandson  of 
John  and  Olive  (Granger)  Gillett  and  of  Aliab 
Cross,  all  of  whom  were  from  the  state  of  New 
York.  Albert  Gillett  spent  his  life  as  an  agri- 
culturist, and  he  made  a  specialty  of  dealing 
in  general  produce  and  the  raising  of  and  deal- 
ing in  live  stock.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  the  commonwealth  of  their  nativity.  Their 
family  numbered  six  sons  and  five  daughters, 
of  wiiom  three  sons  and  four  daughters  are 
now  living,  and  all  are  residing  in  New  York 
with  the  exception  of  Stephen  E. 

Stephen  E.  Gillett  was  the  first  born  child, 
and  residing  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  then  went  to  Jones  coun- 
ty. Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  stock  business 
with  I.  R.  and  J.  E.  Carter,  brothers  of  his 
wife.  After  one  year  there  he  came  to  Ra- 
venna township,  and  after  his  marriage  he 
farmed  his  father-in-law's  place  for  one  year. 
He  later  on  built  a  splendid  residence  and 
barns  on  seventy-five  acres  of  land  belonging 
to  his  wife,  and  subsequently  added  fifty-two 
acres  more  to  that  place.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  several  lines,  and  is  accorded 
a  foremost  place  among  the  business  men  of 
Portage  county. 

Mr.  Gillett  married  on  February  22,  1877, 
Ellen  E.  Carter,  who  was  born  in  Ravenna 
township,  a  daughter  of  Erastus  and  Delia 
1  Skiff )  Carter.  The  one  child  of  this  union 
is  Addie  E.,  a  graduate  of  the  Ravenna  high 
school. 

Erastus  Carter  was  born  in  Ravenna  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  May  25,  1808, 
and  he  died  on  April  7.  1889.  He  was  a  son  of 
Erastus  and  Lois  (  Fuller)  Carter,  who  were 
born  in  Warren,  Connecticut.  With  five  com- 
panions Erastus  Carter,  Sr.,  started  for  the 
west  on  foot,  but  three  of  the  party  becoming 
discouraged  turned  back,  Mr.  Carter  and  the 
two  other  young  men  continuing  on  to  Ra- 
venna township.  He  secured  a  location  in  the 
north  central  part  of  the  township  of  about 
1,280  acres  of  wild  timber  land,  and  after  re- 
maining a  year  he  returned  to  Connecticut  for 
his  family,  the  second  journey  westward  being 
made  with  an  ox  team.  Before  leaving  Con- 
necticut his  grandmother  placed  her  hand  upon 
his  head  in  benediction  and  told  him  that  she 
would  never  see  him  again,  as  he  was  going 
tii  the  land  of  the  Indians,  who  would  kill  them. 
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But  Mr.  Carter  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years 
of  age,  and  during  those  years  he  cleared  and 
improved  his  place. 

Erastus  Carter.,  a  son  of  Erastus  and  Lois, 
the  pioneers,  married  on  July  2.  [838,  Delia 
Skiff,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  I  on 
necticut,  August  20,  1816,  and  she  died  on  De- 
cember 1.  1889.  She  wa>  his  second  wife,  her 
sister  having  been  his  first,  and  to  that  union 
were  born  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Ira,  who 
died  at  Oxford  Junction.  Iowa,  in  May,  1889; 
Julius  E.,  of  California  ;  and  Hannah  M.,  who 
died  on  April  7,  1889.  Two  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter were  also  born  of  his  second  marriage,  but 
Julius  Erastus,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and 
Mrs.  Gillett  only  are  living  of  all  his  family. 
The  children  of  his  second  union  were :  Myran 
Howard,  who  died  in  Ravenna  on  November 
12,  1908;  Mrs.  Gillett;  and  Addison  S.,  who 
died  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  March   17.  1905. 

The  wives  of  Mr.  Carter  were  daughters  of 
Julius  and  Julia  (Botsford)  Skiff,  from  Litch- 
field county,  Connecticut.  Julius  was  a  son  of 
Nathan  and  Abigail  (Fuller)  Skiff,  of 
Plymouth.  Massachusetts,  while  Nathan  was 
a  son  of  Nathan  Skiff.  Sr.,  who  with  his  father 
were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Nathan  was  a  son  of  James  Skiff,  who  was 
horn  in  England.  Julius  Skiff,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Gillett,  came  with  his 
family  to  Portage  county.  Ohio,  journeying 
via  the  canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  sail  boat 
on  Lake  Erie  to  Fairport,  this  state,  spending 
sixteen  days  and  nights  on  the  trip.  They  lo- 
cated in  the  southern  part  of  Shalerville  town- 
ship, where  the  death  of  Mr.  Skiff  subsequent- 
ly occurred,  and  his  widow  then  resided  with 
her  daughter  in  Ravenna  until  her  death. 

Gordon     Freeborn     Matteson. — It     was 

largely  through  the  efforts,  strenuous  efforts, 
and  hemic  sacrifices  of  staid  New  England's 
son-  that  the  Western  Reserve  derived  her 
courage,  her  enterprise,  her  public  spirit,  and 
her  inspiration  for  converting  the  forest-cov- 
ered lands  into  thriving  hamlets,  populous  vil- 
lages and  towns,  and  valuable  and  attractive 
agricultural  regions.  Conspicuous  among 
thosr  that  dared  the  dangers  and  privations 
of  frontier  life  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century  was  Major  Matteson.  father  of  Cor- 
don F.  Matteson,  of  this  brief  sketch. 

A  son  of  Freeborn  Matteson,  Major  Matte- 
son was  born  (  )ctober  10,  1700.  in  Shaftsbury, 
Vermont,  and  there  spent  the  earlier  years  of 
his  life,     lie  married,  while  living  in   Benning- 


ton county,  his  native  place,  Patience  Matteson, 
whose  birth  occurred  July  4.  1800.  In  1834 
Major  Matteson  and  his  family  came  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Hiram,  Portage  county,  in  the  very 
house  from  which  Rigdon  and  Smith,  Mor- 
mons, were  taken  by  the  mob  that  tarred  and 
feathered  them.  They  subsequently  moved  to 
a  place  near  the  present  Matteson  homestead, 
and  the  following  year  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  their  son  Gordon.  They 
improved  the  land,  and  carried  on  general 
farming  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  major 
dying  December  21,  1872.  while  his  wife,  who 
preceded  him  to  the  better  land,  passed  away 
May  13,  1861.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  were  born  in  Vermont, 
and  the  other  two  in  Ohio. 

Succeeding  to  the  ownership  of  the  parental 
acres,  Gordon  F.  Matteson  is  numbered  among 
the  foremost  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  As  a  boy  he  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  and  improving  the  homestead,  watch- 
ing with  gratification  its  gradual  development 
from  a  dense  forest  to  a  valuable  farm,  yield- 
ing abundant  harvests  each  season,  and  in  its 
transformation  he  was  an  important  factor.  He 
was  born  April  25,  1839,  in  the  old  log  cabin 
that  stood  upon  the  place  when  his  parents 
bought  it,  and  in  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood acquired  his  elementary  education.  He 
subsequently  completed  his  studies  at  the 
Hiram  Eclectic  Institute,  of  which  James  A. 
Carfield  was  then  the  principal,  that  being  be- 
fore the  organization  of  the  school  into  Hiram 
College. 

Mr.  Matteson  married  first,  in  1864,  Mary 
Roberts,  of  Hiram,  Ohio,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  namely :  Hugh  Frank, 
horn  May  28,  187 1.  and  a  child  that  died  when 
but  a  week  old.  Hugh  Frank  Matteson  mar- 
ried first,  in  Garrettsville,  Ohio,  in  1891,  Birdie 
Holcomb.  who  died  December  1.  1892.  He 
married  second,  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  Emogene 
Ramsdell.  and  they  have  two  children.  Fred 
James  and  Frank  Gordon,  twins,  born  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1900.  Mrs.  Mary  (Roberts)  Matte- 
son died  in  1876,  and  Air.  Matteson  married 
for  his  second  wife,  June  19,  1879,  Carrie 
Sherwood.  Mrs.  Matteson  was  born  in  Nel- 
son, Portage  county,  Ohio,  of  New  England 
stock.  Her  father,  Ebenezer  Sherwood,  was 
born  January  24.  1810,  in  West  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut, and  when  a  young  man  drove  across 
the  country  from  his  New  England  home  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Nelson. 
There,  on   May  24.   1835.  he  married  Joanna 
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McCall,  who  was  born  at  Parkman,  Ohio,  and 
to  them  five  children  were  born.  Mrs.  Sher- 
wood's paternal  grandfather,  Deacon  Sher- 
wood, a  native  of  West  Cornwall,  Connecticut, 
married  Anna  Bonney,  who  was  born  and  bred 
in  Cornwall,  Connecticut. 

Guy  S.  King  prominently  represents  the 
younger  element  identified  with  the  farming 
interests  of  Portage  county,  where  he  was  born 
on  September  5,  1882,  to  Julian  and  Edna 
( Scoval)  King,  who  also  had  their  nativity  in 
Portage  county,  in  its  township  of  Charles- 
town.  After  their  marriage  they  began  farm- 
ing on  land  given  them  by  his  father,  Thomas 
B.  King,  who  had  come  to  this  community  with 
his  father,  Dr.  Robert  King,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  honored  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Portage  count)-.  The  wife  of  Thomas  B.  King 
drove  through  with  her  mother  from  Hopkin- 
ton,  Rhode  Island,  to  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
during  an  early  period  in  its  history,  the  two 
women  making  the  entire  journey  alone.  Mrs. 
King  was  born  July  5,  1819. 

When  very  young  Guy  S.  King's  parents 
died  and  he  lived  with  his  grandparents  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  after  their 
death  he  inherited  208  acres  of  land,  but  he 
has  since  added  to  this  tract  until  his  posses- 
sions now  include  215  acres,  a  valuable  and 
well  improved  estate  in  Charlestown  township. 
Among  the  many  splendid  improvements  of 
this  property  is  its  maple  orchard  of  800  trees, 
from  which  Mr.  King  averages  300  gallons  of 
maple  syrup  a  year.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  Charlestown 
township,  an  efficient  and  successful  represen- 
tative of  the  calling. 

On  November  1,  1906,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Gail  Francis  Ingram,  who  was  born 
January  24,  1887,  a  daughter  of  Silas  Ingram, 
a  native  of  the  state  of  West  Virginia,  as  was 
also  his  father,  Silas  A.  Ingram,  born  in  1817, 
while  his  wife,  Hanna  (Phillips)  Ingram,  was 
born  there  in  1819.  Silas  A.  Ingram  was  a 
member  ot  the  committee  of  the  men  appointed 
to  form  the  dividing  line  between  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia.  He  came  from  Philadelphia 
with  his  father,  Abraham  Ingram,  and  they 
took  up  2,000  acres  of  government  land,  a  part 
of  which,  121  acres,  Mrs.  King  and  her  father 
have  since  inherited.  Mrs.  King  also  traces 
her  ancestry  in  a  direct  line  to  Joseph  Lazear, 
who  came  from  the  south  of  France  in  1718 
and  established  his  home  in  Greene  county, 
Pennsylvania,  there  securing  400  acres  of  gov- 


ernment land.  His  son  Francis  Lazear  mar- 
ried Mary  Crow,  and  her  family  were  entirely 
wiped  out  by  Indian  massacres.  Mr.  King  has 
in  his  short  but  successful  life  been  quite  an 
extensive  traveler  and  has  visited  many  of  the 
principal  resorts  of  his  native  land. 

Carl  W.  Payne  is  numbered  among  the 
farmers  of  Austinburg  township,  Ashtabula 
county.  He  was  born  September  21,  i860,  in 
this  county,  a  son  of  Orlando  and  Mary  Jane 
(Chapman)  Payne,  and  a  grandson  on  the 
maternal  side  of  Thomas  Chapman,  who  lo- 
cated in  this  community  many  years  ago.  He 
was  born  in  the  mother  country  of  England 
August  5,  1805,  and  he  married  there  on  June 
2,  1830,  Mary  Humberstone,  from  Leicester- 
shire, born  March  17,  1799.  Two  years  after 
his  marriage  Thomas  Chapman  with  his  wife 
and  little  daughter  Sarah,  who  was  one  year 
old,  started  for  America,  and  owing  to  heavy 
storms  spent  six  weeks  on  the  ocean  en  route. 
In  his  native  land  Mr.  Chapman  had  had  con- 
trol of  hunting  grounds  belonging  to  the  roy- 
alty, and  in  Ohio  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  land 
southwest  of  Austinburg,  where  their  first 
home  was  a  little  log  cabin,  which  furnished 
them  shelter  during  the  arduous  days  of  clear- 
ing the  land  and  preparing  it  for  cultivation. 
He  later  built  a  more  comfortable  home,  and 
in  time  bought  fifty  acres  adjoining  his  original 
purchase.  He  was  a  general  farmer,  a  Whig 
and  a  Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  died  on  the  5th  of  August,  1890,  while  his 
wife  Mary  followed  on  the  12th  of  July.  1S91. 
their  children  were  as  follows:  Sarah,  born 
May  24,  183 1,  married  David  Hoyt,  of  Austin- 
burg, by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Frank,  and 
she  died  December  12,  1Q03  ;  Robert,  born  in 
October,  1833,  married  Mary  Chandler,  from 
New  Hampshire,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Ida  and  Clara,  and  their  home  was  in 
Austinburg;  Mary  Jane  became  the  wife  of 
Orlando  Payne;  Emily,  born  November  15, 
1841,  never  married,  lived  in  Austinburg  and 
died  January  23,  1904. 

Mary  Jane  (Chapman)  Payne  was  born 
May  19,  1838,  in  Austinburg,  and  on  the  5th 
of  November,  1859,  she  was  married  to  Or- 
lando Payne,  who  was  born  in  that  city  August 
12,  1837,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Armenia  (Wol- 
cott)  Payne.  Henry  Payne,  born  in  New  York 
October  21.  1800.  came  overland  to  Ohio  in 
1820.  locating  his  home  a  half  mile  west  of 
Grand    River,    near   Cold    Springs,    where   he 
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built  a  log  cabin  and  later  a  more  pretentious 
home.  He  was  by  trade  a  cooper,  and  in  pol- 
itics voted  with  both  the  Whigs  and  Repub- 
licans. His  home  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  was  at  the  present  Henry  Abeln  estate,  and 
there  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  Henry  on  the 
1 6th  of  February,  1889,  when  eighty-eight 
years  of  aee,  and  the  wife  Armenia  on  May  5, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Their  eleven 
children  were  as  follows:  Mary,  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1829,  wedded  Salmon  Hills,  Jr.,  and 
had  one  child,  and  Mrs.  Hills  died  August  17, 
1893;  Ellen  was  born  May  2,  1831 ;  Rufus, 
born  June  3,  1832,  died  March  29,  1898,  and 
Orrin,  Emily,  Orlando,  Horace,  Selden,  Lewis, 
Dwight  and  Willard.  Orlando  Payne,  of  this 
family,  was  a  dairyman  and  general  farmer  in 
Austinburg  township  for  many  years  and  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  was  also  a  notary 
public  and  a  constable,  and  was  a  man  who 
commanded  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Grange  both  in  Austinburg  and  Geneva,  and 
was  associated  with  the  fraternal  order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  Although  not  members,  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  actively  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist church,  and  lived  their  lives  in  conform- 
ity with  its  teachings.  Their  home  for  six- 
teen years  was  at  Cold  Springs,  where  Or- 
lando Payne  conducted  a  summer  resort,  and 
he  died  in  May  of  1906,  of  heart  failure. 

Carl  W.  Payne,  the  only  son  and  child  of 
Orlando  and  Mary  Jane  (Chapman)  Payne, 
received  a  good  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  Grand  River  Institute,  and  be- 
fore his  marriage  taught  school  for  a  number 
of  years  in  the  districts  surrounding  Austin- 
burg and  also  farmed  with  his  father.  On  May 
x8,  1887,  in  Austinburg,  he  was  married  to 
Minnie  E.  Johnston,  from  Mahoning  county, 
this  state,  born  June  28,  1865,  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  C.  and  Missouri  L.  (Jones)  Johnston, 
whose  family  numbered  eleven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Frank  M.,  Rose  E..  Charlev  H.,  Clar- 
ence W.,  Walter  G,  Ida  M.,  Alice  C,  Henry 
H.,  Bertha  L.,  Loretta  E.  and  Minnie.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  are: 
Mabel  L.,  born  October  n.  1888,  married 
Claude  Buck,  of  Harpersfield,  Ohio,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Doris ;  Grace  I.,  born  No- 
vember 4.  1890,  married  Pearl  Truax.  of 
Geneva;  Clara  L.,  born  September  7.  1804; 
and  Evpiyn  M.,  born  May  14,  1907.  In  addition 
to  his  general  fanning  pursuits  Carl  W.  Payne 
conducts  a  summer  resort  on  Grand  river  and 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Cork  Telephone  Com- 


pany. He  is  a  Republican  politically,  and  has 
served  his  community  as  a  supervisor  and  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange,  and  Mrs.  Payne  belongs  to 
the  Congregational  church. 

Charles  A.  Moodey. — In  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  lines  is  Charles  A.  Moodev,  the 
present  able  and  popular  postmaster  of  Paines- 
ville,  representative  of  honored  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Lake  county,  and  the  name  which  he 
bears  has  been  identified  with  the  annals  of  the 
county  in  a  prominent  way  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury. '  His  father  and  grandfather  were  long 
concerned  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Painesville 
and  had  much  to  do  with  the  civic  and  material 
development  of  the  city.  Other  members  of 
the  family  also  have  been  well  known  in  busi- 
ness life  in  this' favored  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  Mr.  Moodey  himself  has  had  a  some- 
what varied  and  interesting  career,  as  further 
paragraphs  in  this  sketch  will  indicate,  and  in 
his  native  city  and  count)-  he  is  well  known  as 
a  sterling  citizen  and  as  a  man  eminently 
worthy  of  the  unqualified  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held. 

Mr.  Moodey  was  born  in  Painesville,  on 
September  14,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Lucinda  (Merrill)  Moodey,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  in  Concord  township,  Lake  county,  Ohio, 

a  daughter  of Merrill,  who  came 

to  this  county  in  the  early  pioneer  days,  from 
Connecticut,  and  who  purchased  his  land  in 
Concord  township  from  the  Connecticut  Land 
Company,  which  originally  held  title  to  all  of 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio. 

Samuel  Moodey  was  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Margaret  (Kerr)  Moodey,  and  was  an  infant 
at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  from  the 
old  Keystone  state  to  Lake  county,  Ohio,  in 
1816.  The  Kerr  family  settled  in  Mentor 
township,  this  county  in  the  opening  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  not  long  after  the  ad- 
mission of  Ohio  to  the  Union.  Robert  Moodey 
took  up  his  residence  in  Painesville  in  1813, 
and  the  present  thriving  little  city  was  then 
represented  by  an  obscure  and  straggling  little 
village  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  He  later  re- 
turned to  Pennsvlvania,  but  remained  only  a 
short  interval.'  In  1816  he  engaged  in  the 
general  merchandise  business  in  Painesville, 
as  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  the  town. 
and  he  continued  in  this  line  of  enterprise  for 
many  vears, — a  substantial  and  honored  citizen 
and  one  who  wielded  not  a  little  influence  in 
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local  affairs  of  a  public  nature.  He  reared 
three  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  Samuel, 
father  of  the  present  postmaster  of  Painesville  ; 
Moses  K.j  the  second  son,  went  to  New  York 
City  when  a  young  man  and  was  there  engaged 
in  the  hat  business  for  many  years,  continuing 
his  residence  in  the  national  metropolis  until 
his  death  ;  Robert  A.,  who  passed  his  entire  life 
in  Painesville,  where  he  was  a  dealer  in  caps 
and  furs,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

Samuel  Moodey  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Painesville,  in  whose  somewhat  primitive 
schools  his  early  educational  training  was  se- 
cured. As  a  youth  he  became  a  clerk  in  his 
father's  general  store,  and  finally  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  partnership  in  the  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Robert  Moodey  &  Son.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  drug  and  grocery  business  in  an 
individual  way  after  the  death  of  his  honored 
father,  and  was  continuously  identified  with 
local  business  interests  for  fully  half  a  cen- 
tury, having  been  one  of  the  oldest  merchants 
of  the  city  at  the  time  of  his  retirement.  He 
died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and 
his  wife  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years.  Samuel  Moodey  was 
a  man  of  unostentatious  habits,  of  good  busi- 
ness ability  and  of  unimpeachable  integrity  of 
character.  He  was  loyal  as  a  citizen  and  though 
he  was  never  active  in  public  affairs,  he  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  with  which  he  identified  himself 
at  the  time  of  its  organization.  He  ever  held 
the  unequivocal  confidence  and  regard  of  the 
people  of  the  community  in  which  practically 
his  entire  life  was  passed,  and  his  name  merits 
a  place  on  the  roll  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Lake  county.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  of  whom  the  only  one  to  attain  years 
of  maturity  is  he  whose  name  initiates  this  ar- 
ticle. 

Charles  A.  Moodey  secured  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  village  school  of  Painesville, 
and  later  he  attended  the  ably  conducted  acad- 
emy, in  Painesville,  of  which  the  head  was 
Professor  Moses  Harvey,  who  later  became 
state  superintendent  of  public, instruction  and 
who  was  long  one  of  the  foremost  figures  in 
educational  circles  in  Ohio,  as  well  as  the 
author  of  Harvey's  grammar,  a  textbook  long 
in  use  in  the  public  schools  throughout  the 
Union. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Moodey  entered  his 
father's  store,  where  he  learned  the  drug  busi- 
ness,  and  later  he  entered  Allegheny  College, 
at   Meadville,   Pennsylvania,  in  which  Ik-  was 


graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1870' 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  In  1870  Mr.  Moodey 
located  in  Manistee,  Michigan,  then  one  of  the 
important  points  in  the  great  lumber  regions 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  Wolverine  state,, 
and  there  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness for  a  period  of  three  years,  after  which 
he  passed  ten  years  on  the  great  plains  of  the 
west, — in  Colorado  and  Wyoming.  There  he 
was  identified  with  the  largest  horse  and  cattle 
ranch  of  that  section,  the  range  covered  being 
fifty  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  He  had 
many  hazardous  experiences,  but  greatly  en- 
joyed the  untrammeled  life  of  the  plains.  In- 
dian depredations  were  frequent  and  there  was 
a  constant  menace  from  the  uprisings  of  the 
aborigines,  but  he  never  suffered  any  appre- 
ciable loss  of  property  at  their  hands. 

In  1883  Mr.  Moodey  returned  to  Paines- 
ville, where  he  purchased  and  rebuilt  the  old 
'City  Mills,"  in  the  operation  of  which,  as- 
general  flour  and  feed  mills,  he  was  thereafter 
associated  with  his  cousin,  F.  C.  Moodey,  for 
a  period  of  about  ten  years.  He  also  became 
the  owner  of  valuable  farm  property  in  the 
county.  He  invested  in  land  at  Fairport,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  his  real  estate  operations 
enlisted  much  of  his  time  and  attention. 
Though  never  active  in  the  field  of  "practical 
politics,"  Mr.  Moodey  has  given  a  stalwart 
support  to  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  served  eight  vears  as  county  commissioner, 
and  since  1906  has  held  the  office  of  postmaster 
at  .Painesville.  Within  his  regime  the  business 
of  the  office  has  shown  a  gradual  increase,  and: 
the  office  is  of  the  second  class,  though  Paines- 
ville has  the  distinction  of  being  the  smallest 
incorporated  city  in  Ohio.  In  the  office  Mr. 
Moodey  has  under  his  direction  twenty-one 
employes,  including,  five  city  carriers  and  from 
this  office  as  headquarters  is  handled  the  work 
of  five  rural  free  delivery  routes.  Mr.  Moodey 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  duties  of  his- 
office  and  has  made  many  improvements  in  the 
service,  as  well  as  in  the  facilities  and  accesso- 
ries of  the  postoffice  itself. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  the  affiliations  of 
Mr.  Moodey  are  with  Temple  Lodge  No.  28,. 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  past 
worshipful  master ;  Painesville  Chapter,  No- 
46,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  which  he  is  past 
H.  P.;  and  Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29, 
Knights  Templar. 

In  the  year  1878  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Moodey  to  Miss  Margaret  Ster- 
ling, a  residenf  of  tron  Ridge,  Wisconsin,  and 
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a  daughter  of  William  Sterling,  who  removed 
to  that  state  from  Cleveland.,  Ohio.  In  con- 
clusion is  entered  a  brief  record  concerning  the 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moodey:  Harry  S. 
is  employed  in  the  drafting  department  of  the 
offices  of  the  King  Bridge  Company,  of  Cleve- 
land ;  George  R.  is  manager  of  the  Painesville 
gas  works;  Mary  remains  at  the  parental 
home ;  Theodore  B.  is  a  civil  engineer  by  pro- 
fession and  is  employed  in  the  office  of  the  city 
engineer  of  Painesville;  Florence,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Lake  Erie  College,  at  Paines- 
ville, is  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Char- 
don,  Geauga  county ;  Margaret,  a  skilled  artist, 
is  engaged  in  teaching  oil  and  water-color 
painting  in  Cleveland ;  Laura  is  a  student  of 
kindergarten  work  at  the  time  of  this  writing, 
( 1909)  ;  and  Charles  W.  and  Sterling  G.  are 
attending  school. 

Chalmers  Lamar  Quine,  deceased,  was 
born  May  11,  1847,  on  the  farm  where  his 
widow  now  lives,  in  Leroy  township.  He  was 
a  son  of  James  and  Ann  (Harrison)  Quine. 
James  was  the  son  of  James  and  Gaum  Quine, 
born  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  He  came  to  America 
in  1827,  when  James,  Jr.,  was  five  years  of  age, 
and  settled  near  Breakman  Church,  in  Leroy 
township,  building  the  house  that  is  still  stand- 
ing. He  died  in  old  age.  His  son  James  mar- 
ried, at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  Ann 
Harrison,  (sister  of  John  Harrison,  deceased, 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work),  six  months 
his  junior.  They  settled  on  the  farm  where 
their  son  Chalmers  afterward  lived,  about 
1846,  and  lived  there  until  Chalmers  was  about 
eighteen  vears  old,  and  then  removed  to  a  farm 
on  the  Girdled  road,  now  occupied  by  their 
grandson,  Lynn  Quine,  where  they  lived  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  He  died  February  8, 
1899,  and  his  wife  died  in  1888.  James  Quine's 
sister  became  Mrs.  Edmund  Callow,  another 
sister.  Mary  Duke,  lives  in  Geneva,  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  and  his  brother,  Thomas  Quine. 
lives  near  Warsaw,  Indiana.  James  Quine  had 
but  one  child,  Chalmers. 

Chalmers  L.  Quine  inherited  his  father's 
farm,  and  at  his  marriage  removed  to  the  farm 
where  he  was  born,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  July  8,  1907,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
He  kept  adding  to  his  land,  until,  in  company 
with  his  father,  he  had  nearly  400  acres.  120 
of  which  was  in  Hampden,  Geauga  county, 
113  acres  in  the  home  farm,  and  his  wife  had 
twenty-five  acres.  His  son  Lynn  inherited  his 
grandfather's    farm,    and     Chalmers     Ouine's 


farm  is  now  occupied  by  his  daughter.  Mr. 
Quine  took  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  al- 
though he  cared  nothing  for  political  parties  or 
for  public  office.  His  father,  however,  had 
taken  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 

Chalmers  Quine  married  September  26, 
1872,  Helen,  daughter  of  Sylvanus  and  Caro- 
line (House)  Hovey,  at  that  time  twenty-two- 
years  of  age.  Sylvanus  Hovey  was  a  native 
of  New  York  and  his  wife  of  Massachusetts. 
He,  with  his  brother  Marlow,  was  brought  to 
Ohio  by  Sylvanus  Hovey,  when  young  Syl- 
vanus was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  they 
remained  in  Leroy  township.  Marlow  lived  on 
the  old  homestead;  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  first  wife  was  Belinda  Bates, 
and  his  second  wife,  who  survived  him,  Lydia 
Gere.  He  had  three  children,  Mariette.  Addi- 
son and  Emeline,  all  now  deceased.  Sylvanus 
Hovey's  farm  adjoined  that  of  his  brother  and 
he  lived  there  most  of  his  life,  removing  in  his 
old  age  to  Hampden,  Geauga  county,  where  he 
died  in  1881,  in  his  seventy-first  year,  his  wife 
having  died  thirteen  years  previously.  They 
had  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
Franklin,  of  Midland.  Michigan ;  Cornelia-, 
married  James  Drake,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six ;  Adeline,  widow  of  John  H.  Valen- 
tine, of  Leroy ;  Amelia,  married  DeLoss 
Rogers,  of  Hampden,  Geauga  county ;  Helen, 
Mrs.  Quine;  and  Byron,  of  Kansas. 

Chalmers  Quine  and  his  wife  had  but  two 
children,  Bernice,  the  wife  of  Carl  Crellin,  who 
has  no  children,  and  Lynn. 

Lynn  Quine  was  born  on  his  father's  farm, 
April  30,  1876,  and  now  lives  in  his  grand- 
father's old  house,  coming  to  it  at  his  mar- 
riage, when  twenty-five  years  old.  He  cared 
for  his  grandfather  before  his  death ;  the  farm 
contains  ninety-seven  acres.  He  married  Mabel 
McXutt,  who  was  born  in  Leroy  township,  and 
lived  in  Ashtabula  county  from  the  age  of  four 
years  until  her  marriage.  They  have  one  son, 
Kenneth. 

Clarence  Clay  Carlton,  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Medina,  in  the  county  by 
that  name,  is  one  of  the  rising  young  educators 
of  northern  Ohio.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye state,  born  at  Akron  on  May  17,  1882,  and 
is  the  eldest  son  of  Wallace  L.  and  Ella 
I  Tinker  )  Carlton.  The  father,  who  was  born 
at  Mantua,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1854,  was  an 
efficient  employe  of  the  Aultman  Miller  and 
Company  of  Akron  for  nearly  twenty-five 
years.     Upon  the  assignment  of  that  company 
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he  was  employed  by  the  International  Har- 
vester Company,  who  acquired  the  property  of 
the  old  Buckeye  Company,  and  he  is  at  present 
traffic  manager  of  the  Akron  division  of  the 
International  Harvester  Company. 

Clarence  C.  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  city 
of  Akron  and  after  graduating  from  the  Akron 
high  school  entered  Buchtel  College,  also  lo- 
cated at  that  place.  He  was  graduated  from 
Buchtel  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  and  the 
same  year  became  a  reporter  on  the  Akron 
Beacon  Journal.  During  his  college  career  he 
had  for  three  years  been  editor  of  the  Buchte-  ' 
lite,  the  official  organ  of  the  students  of  Buch- 
tel College,  and  for  two  years  the  representa- 
tive of  his  college  at  the  Ohio  State  Oratorical 
Contest.  In  the  fall  of  1904  Mr.  Carlton  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  superintendent  of  the  cen- 
tralized schools  of  Mantua  township.  Here  he 
organized  one  of  the  strongest  centralized 
school  systems  in  Northern  Ohio.  After  re- 
maining in  the  centralized  schools  for  three 
years,  his  faithfulness  and  efficiency  were 
recognized  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  super- 
intendency  of  the  Mantua  Village  schools. 
Since  graduating  from  Buchtel  College  Mr. 
Carlton  has  found  time  to  attend  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  and  the  University  of 
Chicago,  for  one  term  each.  At  both  of  these 
universities  he  has  taken  post  graduate  work, 
his  major  subjects  being  economics  and  so- 
ciology. 

In  iqo8  Mr.  Carlton  received  a  high  com- 
pliment in  his  being  chosen  as  superintendent 
of  the  Medina  public  schools,  succeeding  the 
popular  and  able  J.  R.  Kennan,  who  had  held 
the  position  for  over  twenty  years.  Mr.  Carl- 
ton has  been  fully  equal  to  his  newly  assumed 
responsibilities,  and  under  his  superintendency 
are  an  earnest,  smooth-working  corps  of 
twenty  teachers  and  an  educational  system 
which  is  well  organized  and  equal  to  every  de- 
mand made  upon  it  by  scholars  and  parents. 
Mr.  Carlton  is  a  Mason, — a  member  of  Medina 
Lodge  No.  68, — and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Medina  county  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  but  his  school 
duties  are  paramount  to  all  others.  His  wife. 
whom  he  married  in  1906,  was  formerly  Miss 
Anna  L.  Durling  of  YVadsworth.  daughter  of 
J.  K.  and  Lydia  (Copley)  Durling.  who  were 
pioneers  of  Medina  count}'.  Mrs.  Carlton  is 
also  a  graduate  of  Buchtel  College  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Wadsworth  and  Akron.  Ohio,  and  Idaho 
Falls,  Idaho.    Tames  Clay  Carlton,  horn  March 


18,   1908.  is  the  only  child  of   .Mi 
Carlton. 


d  Mrs. 


Ernest  Lynx  Burr,  the  present  superin- 
tendent of  the  Portage  county  infirmary,  was 
born  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvaria.  January  3. 
1878,  a  son  of  Lynn  and  Winifred  (  Newton) 
Burr,  who  were  born  in  Portage  o  lunty,  Ohio, 
the  father  in  Deerfield  township  and  the 
mother  in  Charlestown  township.  On  the  ma- 
ternal side  Mr.  Burr  is  descended  from  promi- 
nent old  residents  of  Connecticut,  who  moving 
from  there  became  early  pioneers  of  Charles- 
town  township  in  Portage  county,  Ohio.  His 
great-grandfather,  Newton,  was  very  poor 
when  he  came  here,  but  in  time  he  accumulated 
the  vast  estate  of  3,300  acres  and  he  died  a 
rich  man. 

Lynn  Burr  before  his  marriage  worked  at 
farming  in  Portage  county,  but  after  that  im- 
portant event  in  his  life  he  became  a  trainman 
on  the  A.  &  G.  W.  Railroad,  which  later  became 
the  Erie  road,  and  in  time  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  a  conductor.  He  resided  in  Oil 
City  until  his  death,  and  his  widow  then  re- 
turned to  Charlestowm  towmship,  Portage  coun- 
ty, and  resided  with  her  father  for  a  year,  after 
which  for  two  years  she  was  in  St.  Louis. 
Missouri,  and  then  coming  to  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  she  married  Benjamin  F.  Cooke,  an  in- 
surance agent.  But  he  was  killed  about  two 
years  after  his  marriage,  and  after  a  year  his 
widow  went  to  Wayland  in  Paris  township  and 
purchased  a  general  store.  While  there  she 
married  E.  L.  Phillips,  and  after  conducting 
the  store  about  four  years  she  sold  it  and 
moved  with  her  husband  to  his  mother's  farm 
in  Paris  township.  After  one  year  there  they 
moved  to  Rootstown  township,  purchased  a 
farm,  and  resided  there  three  years,  when  Mr. 
Phillips  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
county  infirmary  of  Portage  county,  and  held 
the'  office  for  five  years.  Mrs.  Phillips  died 
on  October  19.  1907,  after  an  operation  for  can- 
cer of  the  stomach.  Her  husband  had  resigned 
his  position  on  July  1  of  the  same  year,  but  he 
is  still  employed  at  the  infirmary  as  a  night 
watchman.  The  children  born  to  Lynn  and 
Winifred  Burr  were  Ernest  Lynn  and  Ralph 
Clifford,  and  the  younger  son,  born  on  March 
5,  1880,  conducts  a  basket  factory  at  Way- 
land. 

Ernest  Lynn  Burr  was  about  eight  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  he 
then  resided  with  his  grandfather  Newton  at 
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Newton  Falls  in  Trumbull  county  one  year,  or 
until  the  grandfather's  removal  from  Wayland, 
where  he  now  lives  retired.  He  is  an  old-time 
basket  maker.  After  his  mother  purchased  the 
store  at  Wayland  her  son  remained  with  her 
until  his  twentieth  year,  and  then  became  a 
brakeman  on  the  B.  &  O.  railroad.  But  after 
one  year  he  resigned  that  position,  and  for 
three  years  was  a  switchman  at  Youngstown 
for  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  Company.  •  and 
then  being  promoted  to  a  conductor  he  filled 
the  latter  office  for  one  year.  Resigning  at  the 
close  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Wayland 
and  worked  for  two  years  in  his  grandfather's 
basket  factory.  During  a  similar  period  he 
was  an  employe  at  the  Portage  county  in- 
firmary, and  on  July  r,  1907.  was  appointed 
its  superintendent,  succeeding  his  stepfather, 
Mr.  Phillips. 

Mr.  Burr  married  on  January  1.  10,02,  Cora 
Pash,  who  was  born  in  Auburn  township, 
^j?auga  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Carrie  Pash,  natives  respectively  of  the 
countries  of  Germany  and  England. 

Wesley  A.  Sf.kt.ky — A  retired  farmer  and 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Lodi,  Medina  county. 
Wesley  A.  Seeley  has  also  a  faithful  Civil  war 
record  to  add  to  his  honors  in  civil  affairs.  He 
was  born  in  York  township,  this  county,  on 
January  11,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and 
Prudence  (Brown)  Seeley.  His  parents  were 
both  New  Yorkers,  his  father  being  born  in 
Schoharie  county  August  8,  1808.  They  came 
to  York  township  in  October,  1834,  to  locate 
on  the  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  timber  land 
which  Mr.  Seeley  had  purchased.  He  soon 
made  a  clearing  and  built  a  log  house,  with  a 
huge  old-fashioned  chimney  place,  and  as  he 
gradually  cut  away  the  timber  from  his  land 
he  extended  the  area  of  his  farm.  He  engaged 
in  general  farming  for  many  years,  and  was 
for  some  time  also  connected  with  Steele,  Leh- 
man &  Co..  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  who  culti- 
vated flax  quite  extensively,  as  well  as  dealt  in 
oil.  During  the  Civil  war  Jesse  Seeley  served 
two  terms  as  trustee  of  his  township,  and  was 
sheriff  of  Medina  county,  having  been  elected 
in  1863.  Five  of  his  sons  were  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Union  army.  In  the  late  sixties  he  retired 
from  active  work  and  died  January  9,  1888, 
his  wife  having  gone  before,  in  1884.  Thev 
were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  as  follows : 
Marietta,  John  V.  K.,  Esther  (deceased), 
Caroline,  Elizabeth.  Wesley  A.,  Samuel  B., 
George    D.,    Harmon    J..    Delia     (deceased),' 


Emma  I.,  Niron  G.,  Nathan  S..  David  O.  and 
Charles  M. 

Wesley  A.  Seeley  was  educated  in  district 
and  private  schools.  He  remained  on  the  farm 
in  York  township  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  Company 
Kj  Eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  Colonel  Depuy  com- 
manding. After  serving  three  months  in  that 
command  he  was  transferred  to  Company  B. 
Forty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  with  Colonel 
James  A.  Garfield  in  command,  and  as  a  part 
of  the  army  of  Ohio  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Black  River,  Vicksburg  and  Cumberland 
Gap.  Mr.  Seeley  was  honorably  discharged 
December  2,  1864,  and  then  resumed  farming 
in  York  township.  Four  of  his  brothers  were 
also  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  John  V.  K.  was 
a  member  of  the  Forty-second  Ohio  Regiment, 
as  was  Mr.  Seeley  himself ;  Harmon  J.  was 
identified  with  the  Eighty-fourth  Ohio  and 
Nathan  S.  with  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  and 
the  Eighty-fourth  Infantry.  All  served  faith- 
fully until  honorably  discharged. 

On  Christmas,  1864,  about  three  weeks  after 
his  discharge  from  military  service,  Mr.  Seeley 
married  Miss  Lucy  A.  Crosby,  of  Chatham 
township,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Jane  O. 
(Jones)  Crosby.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Vermont  and  early  settlers  of  Ohio.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union.  Lora  mar- 
ried J.  L.  Knapp;  Arthur  V.  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Westfield  township  and  Mark  T.  is 
the  station  agent  at  Lodi  of  the  Cleveland, 
Soutlrvvestern  and  Columbus  Railroad.  Of  late 
years  Mr.  Seeley  has  not  been  engaged  in  ac- 
tive farming  pursuits,  but  has  resided  in  Lodi 
largely  occupied  with  his  duties  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  in 
1901.  In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties 
he  has  acquired  quite  a  knowledge  of  the  law 
and  is  also  recognized  as  a  fluent  speaker  and 
a  racy  writer.  His  fraternal  relations  are  sole- 
ly with  the  James  Young  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Burbank,  Ohio. 

Rufus  Kxowles,  a  venerable  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  is  one  of  the  large  land  owners 
and  representative  citizens  of  LaGrange  town- 
ship, Lorain  county.  He  was  born  in  Dutchess 
county.  New  York,  May  13,  1830,  a  son  of 
Horace  and  Catherine  (Lown)  Knowles,  both 
of  whom  were  also  born  in  Dutchess  county. 
They  drove  from  there  in  1832  with  ox  teams 
to  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 
Horace  Knowles  buying  here  a  tract  of  timber 
land,  and  he  improved  his  land  and  kept  adding 
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to  it  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  lie  owned  618 
acres,  all  in  LaGrange  township.  He  was  a 
hard  working  man.  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive, and  he  became  one  of  the  influential  men 
of  his  community.  He  died  on  August  8.  1882, 
when  eighty-six  years  of  age.  and  his  wife  died 
on  May  12,  1879,  aged  seventy-one  years.  In 
their  family  were  six  sons  and  six  daughters, 
as  follows :  Horace  was  a  farmer  and  resided 
in  LaGrange.  and  there  died ;  Nelson  is  resid- 
ing at  LaGrange ;  Rufus ;  Betsey  married  Al- 
bert Foster  and  resided  at  LaGrange.  but  is 
now  deceased ;  Porter  was  a  farmer  and  died 
at  Deshler,  Ohio ;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  Por- 
ter Merriam  and  resides  at  LaGrange ;  Mary 
married  James  Beaver  and  died  at  LaGrange ; 
Lyman  O.  resides  in  Elvria ;  William  was  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Regiment,  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  in  Libby  Prison ; 
Emma  died  young;  Sarah  is  unmarried  and 
resides  in  LaGrange  and  Ellen  is  Mrs.  William 
Wilcox,  of  LaGrange. 

Rufus  Knowles  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood on  the  home  farm  in  LaGrange  township, 
but  after  his  marriage  he  left  the  parental  home 
and  bought  a  farm  on  Vermont  street,  La- 
Grange township,  their  home  for  ten  years,  and 
they  then  spent  three  years  on  a  rented  farm  in 
Penfield  township.  Mr.  Knowles  then  bought 
thirty-four  acres  within  the  corporation  limits 
of  LaGrange,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  owns  large  tracts  of  land  in  several  farms, 
fifty  acres  in  one  tract,  half  lying  within  the 
corporation  limits  of  LaGrange,  and  three 
other  farms  containing  respectively  forty, 
thirty-five  and  ninety  acres,  all  in  LaGrange 
township.  He  is  one  of  the  county's  largest 
land  holders. 

Mr.  Knowles  married  on  October  28.  1852, 
Hanna  Foster,  born  in  Windsor  county.  Ver- 
mont, May  5.  1835.  a  daughter  of  Addison  and 
Lucy  (Pease)  Foster,  from  the  same  state,  and 
on  the  maternal  side  she  is  a  granddaughter  of 
Enoch  Pease,  also  from  Vermont.  Addison 
and  Lucy  Foster  came  with  a  three-horse  team 
in  1836  to  LaGrange  township.  Lorain  county. 
Ohio,  and  establishing  their  home  on  Vermont 
street  they  lived  there  until  moving  to  La- 
Grange Center  in  1861,  Mr.  Foster  afterward 
living  retired  until  his  death  in  1874,  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  following  year  of  1875.  They 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  but  Mrs. 
Knowles  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  liv- 
ing. A  son  and  a  daughter  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knowles,  Charles  William  and 
Eva  Lura.     The  -on  is  yet  with  bis  parents  and 


the  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Batcheler 
and  living  in  Penfield  township.  Charles  \\ . 
Knowles  married  Minnie  Willard,  and  has 
three  children,  William,  Frank  and  Mamie. 
Mrs.  Batcheler  has  had  four  children.  Roy. 
Ray,  Mattie  and  Carl,  the  latter  dying  in  April. 
1909,  aged  sixteen  years.  Mr.  Knowles  is  a 
Mason  and  a  Republican,  and  he  served  the 
village  of  LaGrange  thirty-two  years  as  a 
member  of  its  board  of  couucilmen.  Mrs. 
Knowles  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

Shei.dox  F.  Hanselmax. — The  legal  pro- 
fession in  the  Western  Reserve  has  ever  main- 
tained high  prestige,  and  from  its  ranks  many 
have  risen  to  distinction  in  national  affairs. 
One  of  the  representative  members  of  the  bar 
of  this  favored  section  of  the  old  Buckeye 
state  is  Mr.  Hanselman,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  of 
which  he  was  formerly  mayor  and  where  he  is 
now  serving  as  city  solicitor,  besides  which 
he  gave  an  effective  administration  during  his 
incumbency  of  the  office  of  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Portage  county. 

Sheldon  Fitch  Hanselman  was  born  at  An- 
gola, Steuben  county,  Indiana,  on  April  1 1 . 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  David  C.  and  Lucy 
A.  (  Thomas)  Hanselman,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  reared  in  Coumbiana  county,  Ohio. 
being  representatives  of  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  this  state.  Their  marriage  was  sol- 
emnized in  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  where 
they  maintained  their  home  for  a  number  of 
years.  David  C.  Hanselman  was  a  man  of 
marked  native  talent  and  strong  intellectual- 
ity, and  was  one  of  the  able  members  of  the 
clergy  of  the  Christian  church,  in  whose  serv- 
ice lie  labored  long  and  faithfully.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
to  this  he  devoted  his  attention  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  for  a  number  of  years,  while  his 
versatility  was  shown  by  his  also  having  been 
a  farmer  and  a  tanner.  He  became  a  man  of 
broad  information  and  well  fortified  opinions, 
and  his  advancement  was  made  entirely 
through  his  own  efforts,  as  he  was  essentially 
self-educated.  In  1870  he  became  a  student 
in  Hiram  College,  a  number  of  years  after  his 
marriage  and  when  his  son  Sheldon  F.  was 
a  lad  of  twelve  years,  and  through  this  disci- 
pline he  effectively  amplified  his  academic  edu- 
cation. For  a  full  quarter  of  a  century  he 
labored  with  all  of  consecrated  zeal  in  the 
ministry   of  the   Christian   church,  principally 
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in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  the  angle  of  his 
"beneficent  influence  is  continuously  widening 
"through  the  lives  and  services  of  those  touched 
and  aided  by  his  ministrations  and  admonition. 
He  died  in  1900,  at  his  old  home  in  Steuben 
county,  Indiana,  and  was  seventy-four  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  spe- 
ciallv  prominent  and  successful  in  the  field  of 
evangelical  work,  and  in  the  history  of  his 
•church  his  name  will  be  held  in  lasting  rever- 
ence and  honor.  His  cherished  and  devoted 
wife,  who  was  ever  his  gracious  helpmeet,  now 
maintains  her  home  in  Angola,  Indiana,  and 
has  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years  (1909).  They  became  the  parents 
of  three  children,  of  whom  the  only  one  sur- 
viving is  he  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch. 

Sheldon  F.  Hanselman  secured  his  rudi- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools  of  In- 
diana and  was  twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time 
when  his  parents  took  up  their  residence  at 
Hiram,  Ohio.  There  he  continued  his  studies 
in  the  public  schools  and  college,  and  later 
he  attended  the  schools  of  Bethany,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  Butler  College,  at  Indianapolis,  In- 
diana. As  a  youth  he  was  identified  with  the 
work  and  management  of  his  father's  old 
homestead  in  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  later 
he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  shoe  store  at 
Canton.  Ohio,  and  thereafter  he  passed  one 
year  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  wholesale 
glove  house.  After  his  marriage  he  was  for 
some  time  associated  in  the  management  of 
the  farm  and  flour  mill  of  his  father-in-law, 
in  Deerfield  township,  Portage  county,  and 
while  thus  engaged  he  began  reading  law,  in 
which  he  secured  effective  preceptorship.  He 
made  rapid  progress  in  his  accumulation  and 
assimilation  of  minutiae  of  the  science  of  juris- 
prudence, and  in  June,  1888,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  then  located  in  the  city  of 
Ravenna,  where  he  entered  into  a  professional 
partnership  with  Philo  B.  Conant,  with  whom 
he  continued  to  be  associated  in  practice  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1889.  Since  that 
time  he  has  continued  in  the  successful  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Ravenna,  where  he  is 
now  associated  with  I.  T.  Siddall,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Siddall  and  .Hanselman.  He  has 
been  concerned  in  much  important  litigation 
in  the  courts  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  is 
known  as  both  an  able  trial  lawyer  and  well 
fortified  and  conservative  counselor. 

Mr.  Hanselman  has  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  from  the  time  of  attaining  to 
his  legal  majority  and  he  has  rendered  effective 
service  in  the  cause  of  the  "grand  old  party." 


He  served  for  six  consecutive  years  as  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  Portage  county,  and  his 
long  tenure  of  this  office  affords  the  best 
voucher  for  his  efficiency  and  for  the  popular 
estimate  of  his  services.  He  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  state  board  of  pardons 
by  Governor  Bushnell,  through  whose  admin- 
istration he  continued  incumbent  of  this  office, 
and  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  mayor  of 
Ravenna  in  1899,  retaining  the  office  for  a 
term  of  two  years  and  giving  a  progressive 
and  business-like  administration.  He  has 
served  consecutively  as  city  solicitor  since 
1905.  Mr.  Hanselman  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained 
the  chivalric  degrees,  being  identified  with 
Akron  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Ra- 
venna, as  well  as  with  the  local  lodge  and 
chapter  of  the  order.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  As  a  citizen  he  is  essentially 
loyal  and  public-spirited  and  his  aid  and  in- 
fluence are  ever  accorded  in  support  of  enter- 
prises and  measures  conserving  the  general 
welfare  of  his  home  city  and  county.  Both 
himself  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

In  the  year  1878  Mr.  Hanselman  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Laurie  R.  Slack,  daughter 
of  Jesse  L.  and  Mary  (Hubbard)  Slack,  hon- 
ored residents  of  Deerfield  township,  Portage 
county,  and  they  have  five  children,  namely: 
Tesse  L..  Grace  M..  Catherine,  Marie,  and 
Charles  S. 

Thomas  Langshaw. — A  well-known  farmer 
and  dairyman,  having  a  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  vocation  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
Thomas  Langshaw  is  carrying  on  a  prosperous 
business  in  Perry  township,  his  land  being 
on  the  Narrows  road.  A  native  of  England, 
he  was  born  July  29,  1846,  in  Lincolnshire. 
a  son  of  Stephen  Langshaw. 

In  1848,  inspired  by  a  laudable  desire  to 
improve  his  financial  condition,  Stephen  Lang- 
shaw and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Bates,  sailed  with  their  family  for  the 
United  States.  From  New  York  he  came 
by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  and  Lake  Erie  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  for  a  while,  his  residence  being 
on  St.  Clair  street.  He  afterwards  lived  for 
a  while  in  Newbiirg.  from  there  going  to  Will- 
oughby,  where  he  lived  for  thirty  years,  hav- 
ing a  farm  at  Scram's  Corners,  on  the  Char- 
don    road.      There   he   died,    at    the   age   of 
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seventy-two  years,  his  death  being  caused  by 
a  fall  from  an  apple  tree.  His  wife  survived 
him,  attaining  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
The  farm  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family,  being  now  operated  by  the  son  John. 

Until  he  married,  Thomas  Langshaw  re- 
mained with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  care 
of  the  farm.  He  subsequently  lived  in  various 
places,  including  Mayfield  and  Mentor,  a  part 
of  the  time  being  in  Cuyahoga  county,  near 
Cleveland.  In  1890  Mr.  Langshaw  bought  his 
present  farm,  which  was  formerly  owned  by 
Milton  Shepherd,  it  being  a  valuable  estate  of 
160  acres,  lying  in  Perry  township.  This  he 
now  manages  in  partnership  with  his  son, 
Thomas  H.  Langshaw,  who  lives  on  an  adjoin- 
ing farm,  and  carries  on  general  farming  on  a 
somewhat  extensive  scale,  in  his  dairy  keeping 
from  twenty  to  thirty  cows,  the  milk  being 
sold  in  Cleveland  for  family  use. 

Mr.  Langshaw  married,  May  4,  1870,  Susan 
Elizabeth  West,  who  lived  on  a  neighboring 
farm  in  Willoughby  when  they  were  children, 
and  of  their  union  four  children  have  been 
burn,  namely :  Frank  W.,  a  general  merchant 
in  Perry ;  Clara  Ellen,  who  was  educated  in 
Cleveland,  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Painesville 
schools;  Sarah  Alice,  in  the  store  with  her 
brother;  and  Thomas  Herbert,  in  partnership 
with  his  father.  Mrs.  Langshaw  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ownership  of  the  old  West  home- 
stead, on  Middle  Ridge,  in  Perry. 

Henry  A.  Beck,  a  general  contractor,  of 
Elyria.  who  has  erected  many  fine  buildings 
in  the  city,  was  born  in  Medina.  Ohio.  No- 
vember 25,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Fred  and 
Elizabeth  (  Freidt )  Beck.  Fred  Beck  was  born 
in  Germany,  near  Stutgart,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  located  first  near  Philadelphia,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Clinton,  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
thence  to  Wadsworth,  Medina  county.  For 
years  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  blacksmith, 
and  later  became  a  farmer.  He  served  two 
terms  as  a  county  recorder,  and  now  holds  the 
office  of  deputy  recorder.  His  wife  was  born 
near   Allentown.   Pennsylvania. 

Henry  A.  Beck  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Guilford  township.  Medina  county.  Ohio,  and 
received  a  common  school  education.  He  be- 
gan learning  the  trade  of  carpenter  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Cleveland,  Akron  and  other  cities,  locating 
in  Elyria  in  1893.  He  was  a  good  workman 
and  thoroughly  understood  every  branch  of 
the  trade,  and  in   1901   began  contracting  on 


his  own  account.  He  has  erected  business 
houses  as  well  as  residences,  and  among  the 
finest  of  these  buildings  is  the  residence  of 
Lee  Stroup.  on  Washington  avenue. 

-Mr.  E!eck  is  an  enterprising  and  representa- 
tive business  man  of  the  thriving  city  and  takes 
active  interest  in  the  welfare  and  growth  of 
Elyria.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  of  the  Builders'  Exchange, 
having  served  as  trustee  of  the  latter.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Maccabees.  He  belongs  to  the  Second  Con- 
gregational church  and  is  a  Republican.  Mr. 
Beck  married  Pearl,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Caroline  Kindy.  both  of  whom  are  deceased ; 
she  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio.  Mr. 
aiid  Airs.  Beck  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters.  Nellie  A.  and  Pauline  A. 

Rev.  Reuben  E.  Benjamin. — A  man  of 
earnest  convictions,  strong  in  character,  and 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  Rev.  Reuben 
E.  Benjamin,  now  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Pierpont,  Ashtabula 
county,  is  an  effective  and  pleasant  speaker, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  pulpit,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  The  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  earlier  pioneers  of 
this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve,  he  was  born. 
April  10,  1868,  in  Pierpont  township,  a  son 
of  Reuben  Perry  Benjamin,  grandson  of  Reu- 
ben Benjamin  and  great  grandson  of  Asa  Ben- 
jamin, who  settled  in  this  part  of  Ashtabula 
county  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago. 

A  native  of  Vermont,  Asa  Benjamin  was 
born  in  1753.  He  fought  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  enlisting  in  1776,  and  was  for  a  while 
a  member  of  Washington's  life  guard,  having 
in  that  capacity  stood  upon  the  present  site 
of  the  city  of  Cleveland  when  it  was  covered 
with  forest  trees.  Leaving  Vermont  in  1808, 
he  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  performing 
the  journey  with  oxen,  following  a  large  part 
of  the  way  a  path  marked  by  blazing  trees. 
Taking  up  a  tract  of  wooded  land  in  Pierpont 
township,  he  cleared  a  homestead,  on  which 
he  spent  his  remaining  days,  passing  away 
December  28,  1825. 

Reuben  Benjamin,  grandfather  of  Reuben 
E.,  was  born  in  1793,  and  as  a  boy  of  fifteen 
years  he  and  his  father  came  together  in  an 
ox  cart  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
curring on  the  home  farm,  in  Pierpont  town- 
ship. January  30.  1864.  He  was  a  farmer, 
succeeding  to  the  ancestral  occupation.  His 
second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Almira 


HISTORY  OF  THE  .WESTERN  RESERVE 


"75 


Prince,  was  born  in  1808,  and  died  June  18, 
1861.  They  had  four  children:  Rhoda,  Reu- 
ben Perry,  Emily  L.,  and  Eli  P.  He  married 
first  Lyd'ia  Pratt,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
namely :     Caroline. 

Reuben  Perry  Benjamin  was  born  on  the 
original  Benjamin  homestead,  in  Pierpont 
township,  July  II,  1827.  He  was  a  lifelong 
agriculturist,  in  addition  to  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming  for  eleven  years  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  operating 
a  saw  mill.  A  man  of  sterling  character,  he 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen, being  everywhere  respected. 
He  was  for  many  years  an  Odd  Fellow,  and 
served  as  school  director.  He  married  first 
Lydia  Huntley,  and  married  second  Matilda 
Aldrich,  who  was  born  in  1845,  and  now  re~ 
sides  at  Pierpont  Center.  Of  his  second  mar- 
riage three  children  were  born,  namely :  Lulu, 
born  December  24,  1864,  died  July  31,  1881 ; 
Edson,  born  March  2,  1866,  died  October  19, 
1879:  and  Reuben  E.,  with  whom  this  sketch  . 
is  chiefly  concerned. 

Leaving  the  public  schools,  Reuben  E.  Ben- 
jamin attended  Hillsdale  College,  in  Hillsdale, 
Michigan,  where  for  a  year  he  was  director 
of  the  gymnasium.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  School  of  Theology  in  1898,  but  while  yet 
a  student  began  his  pastoral  labors  in  Algan- 
see,  Michigan,  where  he  had  charge  of  a 
church.  After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Benjamin 
accepted  a  call  for  the  Free  Baptist  church  in 
Conneaut,  Ohio,  and  was  there  for  seven  and 
one-half  years.  He  subsequently  filled  the  pul- 
pit df  the  First  Congregational  church  of 
Pierpont  for  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which 
he  resumed  work  in  his  own  denomination, 
having  charge  of  a  Baptist  church  for  two 
years.  Resigning  on  account  of  ill  health, 
Mr.  Benjamin,  who  had  much  need  of  out- 
door occupation,  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  engaging  in  farming.  At 
the  present  time,  however,  he  has  charge  of 
the  Pierpont  Congregational  church,  and  in 
his  ministerial  labors  he  is  eminently  suc- 
cessful. 

Mr.  Benjamin  has  a  finely  improved  farm 
of  210  acres,  and  in  its  management  has  found 
health,  pleasure,  and  profit.  He  keeps  about 
a  hundred  head  of  sheep,  has  a  small  dairy, 
while  his  sugar  brush  of  fifteen  hundred  trees 
yields  about  three  hundred  gallons  of  pure 
maple  syrup  every  season.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  State  Police,  a  member  of  the  Grange, 
and  as  president  of  the  Law  and  Order  League 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 
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He  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  local  school  board. 

Mr.  Benjamin  married,  September  20,  1888, 
Cora  C.  Bolton,  who  was  born  December  14, 
1868,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jeannette 
(Pardee)  Bolton.  Mrs.  Benjamin  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Berea  high  school,  and  for  four 
years  prior  to  her  marriage  was  engaged  in 
teaching.  Two  children  have  blessed  their 
union,  namely :  Velma,  born  February  27, 
1 89 1,  and  Reuben  Paul,  born  June  18,  1898. 

James  A.  Fisher. — In  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  is  James  A.  Fisher  a  represen- 
tative of  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  and  it  has  been  his  to  attain  to 
marked  success  in  connection  with  the  produc- 
tive activities  of  life.  As  a  business  man  he 
has  been  identified  with  enterprises  of  wide 
scope  and  importance,  and  he  is  today  a  stock- 
holder in  a  number  of  successful  financial  and 
industrial  concerns,  to  whose  promotion  he  has 
given  his  able  co-operation  and  fine  executive 
powers.  He  in  now  living  virtually  retired  in 
the  attractive  little  village  of  Windham,  Por- 
tage county,  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  this  favored  section 
of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  in  Paris  township.  Por- 
tage county,  Ohio,  on  November  17.  1845,  an(3 
is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Betsy  A.  (McKelvy) 
FisHer,  both  natives  of  Palmyra  township,  this 
county,  where  he  was  born  on  July  21,  1820. 
and  she  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month  and 
year.  Daniel  Fisher  was  a  son  of  George  H. 
and  Esther  (Symons)  Fisher,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  January  28,  1800,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  borrfin  Palmyra  township,  Portage 
county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Betsy  (McKelvy)  Fisher 
was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  James  and  Sallie  (Cal- 
vin) McKelvy,  whose  marriage  was  solemn- 
ized at  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  on  Septem- 
ber 20,  1819.  Dr.  McKelvy  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Palmyra  township  and  was 
one  of  the  able  and  honored  pioneer  physicians 
of  Portage  county,  where  he  endured  the  stren- 
uous labors  of  his  profession  at  a  time  when  its 
demands  called  for  great  self-abnegation  and 
arduous  toil,  in  the  ministering  to  the  widely 
scattered  settlers.  His  visits  were  customarily 
made  on  horseback,  and  he  thus  traversed  the 
primitive  roads,  through  summer's  heat  and 
winter's  cold,  in  his  humane  mission  of  minis- 
tering to  those  in  affliction.  George  H.  Fisher 
likewise  was  numbered  among  the  first  perma- 
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nent  settlers  of  Palmyra  township,  where  his 
marriage  was  celebrated  about  the  beginning 
of  the  second  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
He  lived  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the  pioneer 
epoch  and  endured  its  vicissitudes  and  depri- 
vations, but  he  succeeded  in  reclaiming  from 
the  primeval  forest  a  productive  farm,  so  that 
his  later  years  were  not  denied  their  reward 
in  the  goodly  gifts  of  peace  and  comfort.  Both 
he  and  Dr.  McKelvy  were  numbered  among 
the  influential  men  of  their  county  and  the 
names  of  both  merit  an  enduring  and  honored 
emblazonment  on  the  roll  of  the  sterling,  pio- 
neers of  the  Western  Reserve. 

The  marriage  of  Daniel  Fisher  and  Betsy  A. 
McKelvy  was  solemnized  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, on  September  18,  1841,  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  they  resided  on  a  farm  near  those 
of  their  respective  parents,  while  the  young 
husband  gave  himself  energetically  to  clearing 
the  land  and  making  it  available  for  cultiva- 
tion. At  the  expiration  of  the  period  noted 
Mr.  Fisher  purchased  fifty  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land  in  the  southern  part  of  Paris 
township,  and  there  the  family  home  was  main- 
tained until  1848,  when  he  sold  the  farm  and 
purchased  another,  of  fifty  acres,  in  the  central 
part  of  Paris  township,  which  was  then 
known  as  Newport.  He  continued  there  to  be 
actively  and  successfully  identified  with  the 
great  basic  industry  of  agriculture  during  the 
residue  of  his  active  career,  having  in  the 
meanwhile  added  to  his  landed  estate.  He 
passed  to  his  reward  on  January  17,  1889,  se- 
cure in  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him,  and  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife  en- 
tered into  eternal  rest  in  January.  1896.  Con- 
cerning their  children  the  following  brief  data 
are  entered:  Harriet  S.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Isaac  Hudson.  Jr..  of  Wayland,  Portage 
county,  Ohio ;  James  A.,  subject  of  this  re- 
view, was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  :  Esther 
M.  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Jones  and  is  now 
deceased,  as  is  also  George  H..  the  next  in 
order  of  birth :  David  Lloyd  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years :  and  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Lewis,  a  representative  farmer  of  Pari-  town- 
ship. 

James  A.  Fisher  passed  his  boyhood  and 
early  youth  on  the  home  farm,  to  whose  work 
he  contributed  his  quota  of  aid.  and  his  early 
educational  advantages  were  those  afforded  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  middle  pioneer  era 
in  Portage  county.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
he  went  to  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
initiated   his   independent  career  by    securing 


employment  as  engineer  and  driller  of  oil 
wells,  to  which  line  of  work  he  continued  to 
devote  his  attention  for  the  ensuing  five  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to  the 
parental  home  and  shortly  afterward  began 
learning  the  stone-cutter's  trade,  under  the 
direction  of  a  contractor  on  the  Atlantic 
&  Great  Western  Railroad,  in  connection  with 
whose  interests  he  continued  to  be  employed  at 
his  trade  until  his  marriage,  in  1868.  He  then 
began  independent  and  successful  operations 
as  a  contractor  for  stone-masonry  in  the  con- 
struction of  bridges  in  Portage  count}-,  and 
after  being  thus  engaged  for  a  period  of  about 
eighteen  months  he  became  general  foreman 
for  Delmarter  Brothers,  large  contractors,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  whom  he  had  the  super- 
vision of  mason  work  on  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  in  addition  to 
which  he  also  had  charge  of  important  work 
for  this  firm  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

In  1877  Mr.  Fisher  entered  into  partnership 
with  Henry  A.  Stanley  and  they  engaged  in 
contracting  for  mason  work  and  the  building 
of  sewers,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fisher  & 
Stanley.  In  this  connection  Mr.  Fisher  com- 
pleted the  mason  work  of  the  central  viaduct 
and  all  other  bridges  over  the  Cuyahoga  river 
in  Cleveland,  and  the  partnership  alliance  con- 
tinued until  1891,  when  it  was  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent.  Within  the  intervening  years 
the  firm  filled  many  large  and  important  con- 
tracts and  their  success  was  on  a  parity  with 
the  high  reputation  maintained  in  the  matter 
of  fidelity  to  contract  and  ability  in  handling 
all  details  of  the  assigned  work.  They  con- 
structed the  heaviest  masonry  on  the  lines  of 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road :  built  about  one  and  one-half  miles  of 
way  locks  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  canal ; 
constructed  the  Kingsbury  viaduct  in  Cleve- 
land, as  well  as  the  Main  street  bridge  and  the 
lower  central-way  and  Columbus  street  bridges 
across  the  river  in  that  city ;  and  did  a  large 
amount  of  railroad  contracting  in  their  special 
line,  for  various  railroads.  They  also  built  the 
Cherry  street  bridge  across  the  Maumee  river, 
in  the  city  of  Toledo,  and  they  were  numbered 
among  the  leading  mason  contractors  in  the 
>tate.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  partner- 
ship Mr.  Fisher  continued  operations  as  a  con- 
tractor in  an  individual  way  for  one  year,  and 
he  then  admitted  to  partnership  his  cousin. 
Chester  G.  Fisher,  with  whom  he  was  there- 
after associated,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fisher 
&   Fisher,  until   1903.  when  they  disposed  of 
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their  business  to  Isaac  D.  Tuttle,  of  Kent. 
Ohio.  Since  that  time  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view has  lived  retired  from  active  business, 
after  a  career  of  signal  success  in  his  chosen 
field  of  endeavor  and  one  marked  by  the  most 
impregnable  integrity  of  purpose. 

In  the  year  1881  Mr.  Fisher  purchased  five 
acres  of  land  in  the  village  of  Windham,  where 
he  erected  the  commodious  and  attractive  resi- 
dence which  has  since  constituted  the  family 
home.  Though  retired  from  the  more  strenu- 
ous affairs  of  business  Mr.  Fisher  is  by  no 
means  inactive,  for  he  has  important  capital- 
istic interests  which  place  ample  demands  upon 
his  time  and  attention.  He  is  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Windham  Telephone 
Company,  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Newton  Falls,  Trum- 
bull county,  and  a  director  of  the  J.  F.  Byers 
Machine  Company,  of  Ravenna,  the  judicial 
center  and  metropolis  of  his  native  county. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  many  other  bank- 
ing institutions  and  industrial  concerns. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  ever  stood  exponent  of  liber- 
ality and  public  spirit  as  a  citizen,  and  has 
shown  a  lively  interest  in  the  wellbeing  of  his 
attractive  little  home  town.  In  politics  he  is 
aligned  as  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  served  six  years 
as  trustee  of  Windham  township,  eight  years 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  jf 
Windham,  and  five  years  as  mayor  of  his  home 
town,  of  whose  council  he  has  been  a  member 
during  practically  the  entire  period  of  his  resi- 
dence here.  He  is  affiliated  with  Garrettsville 
Lodge  No.  246,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
Silver  Creek  Chapter  No.  144.  Royal  Arch 
Masons:  Warren  Commandery  No.  19, 
Knights  Templar ;  Al  Koran  Temple.  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland ;  and  the 
Windham  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  Deceniber  24,  1868,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Fisher  to  Miss  Hannah  E. 
Morgan,  who  was  born  in  Paris  township. 
Fortage  county.  Ohio.  April  23,  [849,  and  who 
is  a  daughter  of  Reese  and  Margaret  (Davis) 
Morgan,  who  were  pioneers  of  this  township. 
Reese  Morgan  was  burn  January  2.  1S10,  and 
his  wife  was  born  in  1817.  Mr.  Morgan  was 
born  in  the  southern  part  of  Wales  and  came 
to  America  when  a  young  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fisher  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of 
whom  the  first  born.  Fannie  G.,  died  at  the  age 
of  three  ami  one-half  years;  Arabella  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Herbert,  cashier  of  the  First 


National  Bank  of  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull 
county;  and  Maud  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years. 

Olin  Fisk  Bradford,  of  Ravenna,  and  dur- 
ing many  years  one  of  the  prominent  and  well 
known  agriculturists  of  Portage  county,  was 
born  in  Newburg,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio, 
September  4,  1846,  a  son  of  Grafton  and  Char- 
lain  (Rice)  Bradford,  and  a  grandson  on  the 
paternal  side  of  Pardon  Bradford,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Massachusetts,  the  parents  in 
Hampshire,  and  they  were  the  only  ancestors 
of  Olin  F.  of  this  review  to  come  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  They  were  married  in  their  native 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  in  1838 
or  about  that  year  journeyed  via  the  overland 
and  water  route  to  this  then  far  western  coun- 
try. Reaching  Newburg  in  Cuyahoga  county 
they  purchased  land  and  resided  there  for  ten 
years,  and  then  selling  their  possessions  there 
they  came  to  the  northeastern  part  of  Ravenna 
township  and  purchased  another  farm.  There 
they  lived  and  labored  until  called  to  their  final 
reward,  Mr.  Bradford  dying  on  November  7, 
1871).  when  seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  his 
wife  survived  until  October  2,  1888,  dying  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  There  were  five 
children  in  their  family:  Sarah  J.,  deceased; 
Lewis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years  :  Har- 
land  P.,  also  deceased ;  Olin  F.,  mentioned  be- 
low ;  and  Ella,  who  was  born  on  December  25. 
1849,  became  the  wife  of  Professor  Harding 
and  died  in  1894. 

Olin  F.  Bradford  attended  the  district 
schools  and  the  Ravenna  high  school,  and  he 
remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  thirty 
years  of  age.  He  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  and  later  purchased  a  farm  a  mile  and  a 
half  north  of  Charlestown  Center,  which  joined 
the  former  home  of  his  wife,  and  there  he  lived 
for  twenty  years.  From  that  time  until  the 
fall  of  1908  they  were  residents  of  Chariest-  iwn 
township,  and  then  selling  his  land  he  moved 
to  Ravenna  and  bought  the  old  historic  house 
built  in  1822  for  the  Rev.  Charles  B.  Stores, 
the  first  pastor  of  the  Ravenna  Congregational 
church,  and  who  afterward  became  the  first 
president  of  the  Western  Reserve  College  at 
Hudson.  It  was  also  in  this  famous  old  home- 
stead that  Salmon  P.  Chase  and  Joshua  R. 
Giddings  and  other  prominent  men  of  those 
days  met  and  formed  the  essential  principles 
which  were  later  adopted  by  the  party  of  Lin- 
coln and  liberty.  In  truth  this  home  of  old  and 
honorable  lineage  may  rightly  be  revered  as  the 
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birthplace  of  the  Republican  party  in  Ohio. 
General  Louis  Kossuth  was  at  one  time  a  guest 
within  its  walls,  through  the  hospitality  of  its 
former  owner,  the  late  Captain  Isaac  Brayton, 
himself  of  high  political  and  judicial  position 
and  one  of  the  counselors  of  Chase  and  Gid- 
dings.-  Captain  Brayton's  daughter,  the  late 
Mary  A.  Woodbridge,  of  world-wide  fame  in 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  circles, 
was  mistress  of  its  hearth  for  many  years,  and 
from  this  famous  old  mansion  both  she  and  her 
husband  were  borne  to  their  last  resting  place, 
she  in  1894  and  he  in  1903.  The  house  has 
long  been  equipped  with  a  hot  air  furnace  and 
natural  gas,  which  was  burned  in  old-fashioned 
grates,  and  Mr.  Bradford  has  added  a  large 
front  porch  thereto  and  has  also  modernized 
the  interior.  He  was  elected  an  infirmary  di- 
rector in  the  fall  of  1905  and  re-elected  in  1908, 
was  for  two  terms  the  trustee  of  Charlestown 
township  and  also  served  as  a  real  estate  asses- 
sor for  the  same  township. 

On  December  25,  1870,  Mr.  Bradford  was 
married  to  Edith  Amelia  Coe,  who  was  born 
in  Charlestown  township,  Portage  county,  De- 
cember 10,  1851.  Her  father,  Jacob  L.  Coe, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  as 
were  also  his  parents,  Claudius  and  Nancy 
(Emery)  Coe.  Jacob  L.  Coe,  born  on  July  22, 
1816,  came  with  his  parents  to  Charlestown 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1820,  and 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there  and 
died  on  October  10,  1894.  He  first  married 
Liddia  Brown,  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  and 
she  died  May  28,  1848,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  He  then  married  in  Charlestown 
township  on  July  10,  1849,  Ann  Jenette  Knapp, 
who  was  born  in  the  township  February  26, 
1825.  a  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Lydia 
(Witherell)  Knapp,  who  were  born  in  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts.  They  came  with  ox 
teams  by  way  of  Buffalo.  New  York,  where 
they  could  then  buy  land  for  three  dollars  an 
acre,  to  Charlestown  township,  Portage  county, 
in  1805,  and  both  died  on  their  farm  there. 
Mrs.  Coe  lived  on  the  old  Coe  farm  for  two 
years  after  her  husband's  death,  and  has  since 
lived  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bradford.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradford  are:  Ly- 
man Coe,  born  on  October  22,  1871,  died  on 
November  3,  1880;  Byron  Grafton,  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1873,  is  farming  in  Ravenna  township ; 
and  Lila  Coe,  born  June  17.  1882.  is  the  wife 
of  William  A.  Abbott,  the  superintendent  of 
the  concrete  block  plant  at  Nottingham,  this 
state.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradford  are  both  mem- 


bers of  the   Methodist   Episcopal  church  and 
Mrs.  Coe  is  also  a  member  of  that  faith. 

Charles  M.  Taylor,  a  venerable  and  re- 
spected resident  of  Mantua,  Portage  county, 
and  a  veteran  agriculturist  as  well,  Charles 
Mix  Taylor  is  a  worthv  representative  of  one 
of  the  prominent  pioneers  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  for  nearly  four  score  years  has  been 
conspicuously  identified  with  its  agricultural 
progress  and  prosperity.  A  son  of  Hezron 
Taylor,  he  was  born  September  11.  1818,  in 
Suffield,  Connecticut,  which  was  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  for  several  generations.  He  is 
lineally  descended  from  one  of  two  brothers, 
printers  by  trade,  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land to  this  country  in  colonial  times,  settling 
permanently  in  Connecticut.  His  grandfather, 
Thaddeus  Taylor,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Suf- 
field. Gad  Taylor  was  the  wealthiest  merchant 
in  Hartford  and  Connecticut. 

Hezron  Taylor  was  born  in  the  above  men- 
tioned town  in  the  year  1796,  his  special  birth- 
place being  the  old  tavern  on  Main  street 
which  has  for  centuries  defied  the  ravages  of 
time  and  the  elements.  In  1816  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Mix,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Mix,  of  New  Haven.  In  1831  Hezron  Taylor 
came  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  locating  in  that 
part  of  Mantua  afterward  known  as  Cobbs 
Corners.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  attack 
on  New  London,  Connecticut.  To  Hezron 
Taylor  and  wife  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Charles  Mix  Taylor,  September  n, 
1818  ;  Toseph  Mix  Tavlor,'  Tulv  22,  1825  ;  Man- 
Ann  Taylor,  1826  (died  in  1828)  :  Antoinette 
Hubbell  Taylor,  1829;  and  Andrew  Hezron 
Taylor.  May  I,  1833. 

When  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  Charles  Mix 
Taylor  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal  and  the  lake,  leaving  Con- 
necticut on  September  10,  183 1.  The  father 
had  intended  to  leave  the  boat  at  Newport, 
but  on  account  of  a  severe  storm  went  to 
Salem,  where  he  took  a  conveyance  to  Char- 
don,  his  destination.  During  the  ensuing 
three  weeks  the  family  remained  at  the  home 
of  David  Cobb,  who  advised  the  father  to  buy 
the  land  now  included  in  Mr.  Taylor's  farm, 
as  it  could  be  purchased  cheaper  than  any  simi- 
lar piece  of  property  in  the  vicinity.  He  there- 
fore purchased  the  fifty-two  and  a  half  acres, 
from  which  he  cleared  and  improved  a  good 
estate.  Charles  Mix,  being  an  intelligent  boy, 
keenly  observant  of  everything  about  him,  re- 
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membered  well  the  vast  numbers  of  black 
squirrels  seen  on  the  way  from  the  lake  port  to 
Chardon,  and  often  recalled  that  when  the 
family  settled  at  Mantua  game  of  all  kinds 
was  so  abundant  as  to  furnish  new  settlers 
with  all  the  meat  food  they  required. 

Leaving  school  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
old.  Charles  M.  Taylor  found  employment 
as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Mantua  Corners,  but 
during  the  following  summer  was  called  home 
to  assist  his  father  in  building  the  present  sub- 
stantial farm  house.  He  subsequently  worked 
as  a  carpenter  and  joiner  for  fifteen  years  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture.  Suc- 
ceeding to  the  ownership  of  the  home  farm, 
he  has  managed  it  so  successfully  that  his  skill 
and  ability  as  a  general  farmer  are  fully  recog- 
nized. He  has  also  erected  two  saw  mills  and, 
in  addition  to  lumbering,  has  for  fifty  years 
been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese 
boxes,  which  have  a  ready  sale  throughout  the 
Western  Reserve.  On  September  10,  1840,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  Taylor  mar- 
ried Miss  Sabrina  Day,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  in  Mantua  by  Elder  Moulton.  Mrs. 
Taylor  was  born  April  19,  1819,  daughter  of 
Alfred  and  Lydia  (Calkins)  Day,  who  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  from  Massachusetts 
just  after  their  marriage,  spending  their  last 
years  at  Pittsfield,  Ohio,  and  Castle  Rock, 
Minnesota.  Mr.  Day,  who  reached  the  re- 
markable age  of  ninety-nine  years,  was  born 
in  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  on  May  20, 
1794,  and  was  married  to  Lydia  Calkins  Au- 
gust 20,  1815.  In  1818  they  came  by  ox  team 
to  Mantua,  their  second  son  accompanying 
them  (the  elder  had  died  in  Massachusetts), 
and  cleared  and  cultivated  their  forest  home- 
stead in  these  western  wilds.  As  stated,  Mr. 
Day  spent  the  first  years  of  his  western  life 
as  a  resident  of  what  is  now  Mantua.  In 
1850  he  moved  to  Pittsfield,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  and  after  residing  there  for  ten  years 
made  his  home  at  Castle  Rock,  Minnesota, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  patri- 
archal life.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  were 
born,  reared  and  educated  at  Wilbraham,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Mr.  Day's  father,  Alvin,  was 
also  a  native  of  that  place.  The  latter  mar- 
ried Temperance  Snow.  The  grandfather 
was  Adonijah,  a  native  of  Colebrook,  Con- 
necticut, and  the  great-grandfather,  Robert, 
was  brought  over  from  England  in  1634  as  a 
passenger  of  the  bark  '"Elizabeth."  The  ten 
children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alfred  Day  were  as  follows :  Ditus,  born 
October  10.  1817,  who  married  Cordelia  Bis- 


sell,  of  Aurora;  Sabrina,  born  April  19,  1819; 
Denison,  born  January  13,  1821,  who  died 
March  14,  1823  ;  Temperance,  born  December 
14,  1822,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jonathan 
Parks,  of  Chardon;  Lucia,  born  January  19, 
1826,  who  became  Mrs.  Schuyler  Hendricks, 
also  of  Chardon ;  Aradne,  born  June  19,  1828, 
who  married  Edward  Osborn,  of  Chardon ; 
Esther,  born  March  24,  1830,  who  became  Mrs. 
Robert  Willard,  of  Mimson,  Ohio ;  Sarah, 
born  March  6,  1832,  who  married  Steven  Car- 
ter, of  Oberlin ;  Alfred  A.,  born  May  29,  1834, 
who  wedded  Laura  Judd,  and  Levi  E.,  born 
in  December,  1837,  who  married  Ellen  Mills. 
and  resided  at  Pittsfield,  Ohio.  All  of  these 
children  were  married  on  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  five  of  them  died  there ;  and  it  may 
be  added  that  they  themselves  became  the  par- 
ents of  thirty-five  children. 

Six  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  M.  Taylor,  namely:  Henry 
Charles,  Laura  Melissa,  Lusira  V.,  Lillian 
Esther,  Herman  Hezron  and  Herbert  Thad- 
deus.  Henry  C.  Taylor,  the  eldest  child,  was 
born  May  8,  1842,  and  spent  his  busy  life  in 
operating  a  saw  mill  and  dealing  in  lumber. 
He  was  married  October  16,  1875,  to  Emma 
Folder,  and  they  had  one  child,  Merton,  born 
October  17,  1876.  The  father  died  June  19, 
1904.  Laura  M.  Taylor  was  born  February 
22,  1845;  married  John  Muscell,  a  Canadian 
cheese  maker,  in  November,  1867,  and  died 
January  25,  1898,  mother  of  the  following: 
Charles,  born  November  5,  1868,  and  Arthur, 
born  November  28,  1871.  On  August  18, 
1866,  Lusira  V.  Taylor  married  William  J. 
Fisher,  a  farmer,  of  Mantua,  who  was  born 
in  York  state  September  16,  1846,  and  died 
September  30,  1885.  She  herself  was  born 
April  10,  1847,  and  has  become  the  mother  of 
the  following:  Emma  Stella,  born  December 
12,  1868,  and  died  August  30,  1894;  Clara  Bell, 
who  was  born  December  10,  1870.  and  died 
June  29,  1871 ;  Nellie  Adele,  born  July  6, 
1871  ;  and  Burt  William,  born  April  28,  1878. 
Nellie  A.  Fisher  married  Alvin  Burk  in  1889. 
and  died  at  Mantua  May  23,  1894,  mother  of 
Forrest  Burk  (born  August  16,  1890).  Burt 
W.  Fisher  was  married  December  24,  1905,  to 
Josephine  Van  Nostrum,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Coyla  Marvel,  born  July  26,  1906, 
and  Lyle  William,  born  March  5,  1909.  Mrs. 
Sabrina  D.  Taylor  died  March  26,  1854,  while 
yet  a  comparatively  young  woman. 

Mr.  Taylor  married  for  his  second  wife, 
October  23,  1856,  Clarissa  Parker,  who  was 
born    in    Mantua    March   20,    1827,   and   they 
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became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows:  William  Charles,  Edd,  Charles,  Ezra 
P..,  Frank  H.,  Mary  Ann.  Martha  B.  and  John 
J.  Taylor.  William  C.  was  born  August  12, 
1S57.  and  is  a  farmer  at  Bainbridge,  Ohio. 
On  October  25,  1882,  he  married  Mary  Kings- 
ley,  born  September  26,  1856,  and  they  have 
one  daughter.  Vera  May.  The  latter  was  born 
September  4.  1883,  and  on  December  24,  1902, 
was  married  to  Thurston  Taylor  by  Rev. 
McKee.  of  Aurora.  They  have  had  one  child, 
Olive  Gertrude,  born  July  1,  1905.  Thurston 
Tavlor  is  a  native  of  Hiram,  Ohio,  born  Sep- 
tember 16.  1875.  Edd  Taylor,  the  second  born 
to  Charles  M.  Taylor's  second  marriage,  had 
as  his  natal  day  February  1,  1859,  and  is  a 
farmer,  of  Russell,  Ohio."  On  May  20,  1891, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Xellie  Andrus,  at 
Cleveland.  The  wife  was  born  at  Courtland, 
Ohio,  on  August  29,  1866.  Charles  Taylor, 
the  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  M. 
Tavlor,  was  born  August  28,  i860 :  is  a  Bain- 
bridge (Ohio)  farmer,  and  April  27,  1882, 
married  Miss  Laura  Alice  Kingsley,  the  cere- 
mony  being  performed  at  Bainbridge  by  Rev. 
A.  j.  Hyatt.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  Bain- 
bridge, born  April  8,  1864,  and  has  borne  him 
Clell  Kingsley  Taylor,  November  7,  1890; 
Clem  Charles,  February  22,  1892;  and  Lau- 
rence Will,  who  was  born  January  28,  1894, 
and  died  February  20,  1894.  Ezra  B.  Taylor, 
who  has  been  a  street  car  conductor  in  Cleve- 
land for  twenty-six  years  and  is  also  a  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  was  born  December  25, 
1861,  and  was  married  June  4,  1890,  at  Castle 
Rock,  Minnesota,  to  Miss  Pearl  Esther  Day, 
his  wife's  birthday  being  February  23,  1871. 
The  children  of  their  union  were  Douglas 
Taylor,  who  was  born  March  23,  1891,  and 
died  on  the  nth  of  the  following  month:  Glen 
Ezra,  born  October  20,  1892:  Lloyd  Otis, 
born  July  22,  1895 ;  and  Virgil  Day,  born  Oc- 
tober 8,'  1898.  Frank  H.  Taylor,  who  is  a 
farmer,  was  the  fifth  child  born  to  Charles  M.' 
Taylor  by  his  marriage  to  Clarissa  Parker. 
He  was  born  May  9,  1864;  married  Laura 
May  Day,  at  Cleveland,  July  2,  1895,  and  one 
child  has  been  given  to  him,  Gladys  Louisa, 
August  27,  1899.  His  wife  is  a  native  of 
Castle  Rock,  Minnesota,  born  April  12,  1869. 
Mary  A.  Taylor,  who  was  born  September  5, 
1865.  was  married  in  Cleveland,  December  21, 
1890,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  Edna  Lu- 
cile,  born  November  16,  1892,  and  Laurence 
Ellery,  born  May  29,  1895.  Martha  B.  Tay- 
lor was  born  December  27 ',  [866;  married 
Andrew  M.   Parker,  in  Cleveland,  in  the  year 


1890,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  the 
following :  Paul  Adelbert,  born  June  13,  1892  ; 
Welden  Manning,  born  October  6,  1898,  and 
Dwight  Dudley,  born  December  20,  1900.  Mr. 
Parker  is  a  street  car  conductor  at  Elyria, 
Ohio.  John  J.  Taylor,  the  youngest  of  the 
eight  children  born  to  Charles  M.  Taylor's 
second  marriage,  was  born  April  6,  1869,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Cleve- 
land. On  May  12,  1891,  he  was  married,  in 
that  city,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Trimple,  of  Solon, 
Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  child,  Blanch 
Isabel,  born  February  19,  1892. 

Harry  C.  Holden. — From  a  long  line  of 
tillers  of  the  soil  comes  a  worthy  representative 
of  a  sturdy  ancestry  in  Harry  C.  Holden.  He, 
too,  is  an  independent  farmer,  owning  a 
splendid  estate  of  ninety-three  acres  in  Charles- 
town  township,  Portage  county,  which  he  is 
cultivating  to  the  highest  extent.  He  was  born 
here  May  26,  1881,  to  John  and  Olive  (Cur- 
tis) Holden,  who  were  from  Massachusetts. 
John  Holden,  however,  was  but  a  baby  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  the  family  driving  through  with  ox 
teams  as  early  as  1826,  and  Joseph  Holden, 
the  grandfather,  secured  1,000  acres  of  land 
here.  John  Holden  became  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  and  prominently  connected  himself  with 
the  business  life  of  this  community.  He  first 
married  Julia  Brown,  who  died  about  forty 
years  after  their  marriage,  and  he  wedded  for 
his  second  wife  Olive  Curtis,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  Julia,  Essie  and  Harry. 

Harry  C.  Holden,  the  oldest  member  of  that 
family,  married  on  January  10,  1903,  Catherine 
Fulton,  who  was  born  June  22,  1882,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Fulton,  from  Monroe  county, 
Ohio.  The  issue  of  this  union  is  two  children, 
Margaret  and  Mildred.  Mr.  Holden  in  poli- 
tics votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  Mrs. 
Holden  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

Samuel  D.  Poxon.— On  July  1.  1887,  Mr. 
Poxon  assumed  his  present  responsible  po- 
sition of  general  yardmaster  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  at  Painesville  and  Fairport 
Harbor.  A  vast  amount  of  business  is  han- 
dled in  the  yards  over  which  he  has  super- 
vision, and  in  the  busier  seasons  of  the  year 
he  has  about  150  men  and  twenty  engines 
under  his  direction.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  handles  the  huge  tonnage  of  iron  ore 
brought  to  the  Fairport  Harbor  dock-  by  the 
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lake  vessels,  and  also  the  coal  shipped  from 
that  point  to  the  various  lake  ports.  In  the 
summer  season  about  twenty  engines  are  kept 
in  operation  in  the  yards  and  in  handling 
freight  shipments  from  Painesville  and  Fair- 
port  Harbor.  All  of  these  come  under  the  direct 
official  supervision  of  Mr.  Poxon.  The  train 
movement  in  the  yards  of  which  he  has  control 
has  increased  fully  400  per  cent  since  he  as- 
sumed his  present  office,  twenty-two  years  ago. 
The  road  was  made  standard  gauge  in  Septem- 
ber, 1886,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
operations  in  his  present  field  since  April  of  the 
following  year,  so  that  he  has  witnessed  and 
aided  in  practically  all  of  the  development  of 
the  gigantic  business  handled  by  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  system  incidental  to  the  yards  under 
his  jurisdiction.  He  is  well  known  in  railroad 
circles,  enjoys  marked  popularity  among  the 
men  under  his  supervision,  and  has  the  confi- 
dence of  the  superior  officers,  as  is  indicated 
in  his  long  retention  of  his  present  position. 

Air.  Poxon  is  a  native  of  Staffordshire,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  born  on  the  30th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865.  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Cath- 
erine (  Kelly)  Poxon,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1867.  when  he  was  a  child  of  two 
years.  His  father,  a  man  of  industry  and  in- 
tegrity, was  employed  as  a  laborer  during  his 
entire  active  career.  He  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania upon  coming  to  America  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which  came 
to  its  close  when  he  was  seventy-six  years  of 
age.  His  widow  still  maintains  her  home  in 
Pittsburg.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Pittsburg,  and  owing-  to 
the  condition  of  the  family  in  a  financial  way 
he  early  assumed  the  practical  responsibilities 
of  life,  having  attended  school  only  until  he 
had  attained  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He 
then  became  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  for  a  time  he  worked  on  the  Pitts- 
burg, division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road, and  there  he  learned  the  trade  of  tele- 
graph operator,  at  which  he  found  employment 
on  the  same  road  when  but  sixteen  years  of 
age.  He  remained  identified  with  the  Pitts- 
burg division  of  the  system  until  he  was  as- 
signed to  a  position  as  telegraph  operator  in 
Painesville.  He  assumed  this  position  in  April, 
and  in  the  following  July  wa.s  promoted  to  bis 
present  office,  when  but  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  He  has  been  careful  and  discriminating 
in  handling  the  multifarious  details  of  busi- 
ness committed  to  his  charge,  and  is  known  as 
an  able  executive  and  effective  disciplinarian. 


Mr.  Poxon  is  well  known  in  business  circles 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  enjoys  unquali- 
fied popularity  in  his  home  city.  In  politics 
he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 
and,  while  he  has  never  been  ambitious  for 
public  office,  he  served  one  term  as  city  clerk, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  on  an  independ- 
ent ticket.  He  has  attained  to  high  degrees 
in  the  York  Rite  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
is  an  appreciative  and  enthusiastic  member  of 
this  time-honored  organization.  He  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Temple  Lodge.  Xo.  28,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  Painesville,  in  which  he 
was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master 
Mason  in  May,  1888.  In  1894-5  he  was  wor- 
shipful master  of  this  lodge,  and  in  the  latter 
year  he  was  its  representative  in  the  grand 
lodge  of  the  state.  He  became  a  member  of 
Price  Chapter,  No.  46,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
in  1888,  and  is  still  affiliated  with  the  same  in 
an  active  way.  In  the  following  year  he  took 
the  chivalric  degrees  in  Eagle  Commandery, 
No.  29,  Knights  Templar.  In  his  chapter  he 
has  passed  the  various  official  chairs,  and  he 
was  its  high  priest  in  1900  and  1909.  He  is 
a  past  eminent  commander  of  his  commandery, 
and  is  also  identified  with  Al  Koran  Temple  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Grand  River 
Lodge,  No.  321,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  was 
its  second  eminent  commander.  He  attends 
the  Baptist  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
zealous  member. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  1889.  Air.  Poxon  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Delia  Stevens,  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  that  locality,  w  here  her  father  was  a 
successful  farmer.  The}-  have  two  sons,  Rus- 
sell L.  and  Fayette. 

Amos  D.  Sheldox.  who  has  served  as 
county  surveyor  of  Medina  county  for  twenty- 
five  years,  will  probably  retire  (not  be  retired) 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  term,  in  the  fall  of 
1909.  He  has  resided  in  the  county  since  he 
was  four  years  of  age.  when  his  parents 
brought  him  from  Herkimer  county.  New 
York  and  settled  their  family  on  the  120-acre 
farm  near  Lafayette  Center  which  Amos  D. 
has  owned  for  many  years.  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  long  period  of  public  service,  which  also 
includes  most  useful  work  as  school  director, 
township  clerk  and  trustee  and  land  appraiser. 
Mr.  Sheldon  intends  to  retire  to  the  old  and 
fine  farm  of  his  bovhood.  and  there  spend  the 
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later  years  of  his  life  in  the  most  satisfactory 
occupation  with  which  mankind  ever  busied 
itself  and  helped  to  maintain  and  benefit  the 
community. 

The  county  surveyor  is  a  native  of  Herki- 
mer county,  New  York,  and  a  son  of  Hiram 
and  Eirene  (Jacobs)  Sheldon,  also  born  in 
the  Empire  state.  Earlier  ancestors  were  long 
established  in  Connecticut,  and  different  mem- 
bers of  the  family  have  become  prominent  in 
New  England  and  the  middle  west.  Both  of 
his  grandparents,  Amos  and  Anna  (King) 
Sheldon,  were  born  in  Sheffield,  Connecticut — 
the  former  May  10,  1769,  and  the  latter  March 
17,  1770.  The  great-grandfather,  Elijah,  is 
known  to  have  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  to  have  carried  honorable  wounds 
from  the  battlefield.  Hiram  Sheldon,  the 
father,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  New 
York,  being  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Herkimer  county,  where 
his  father  died  May  10,  1832,  and  his  mother, 
November  12,  1839.  With  the  exception  of 
one  year  spent  away  from  home,  Hiram  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  their  decease.  In 
July,  1830,  he  married  Miss  Jacobs,  who  was 
a  native  of  Hillsboro  county,  New  Hampshire. 
born  September  29,  1805,  to  John  and  Sallie 
Jacobs.  In  May,  1849,  tne  parents  brought 
their  family  west  and  located  on  the  farm  near 
Lafayette  Center,  Medina  county,  on  which 
they  spent  their  last  years,  the  mother  dying 
in  1865  and  the  father  in  1884.  The  deceased 
were  Close  Communion  Baptists  and  true,  un- 
assuming, Christian  people. 

Amos  D.  spent  his  early  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  Lafayette  township  farm,  and  in 
1864,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sixth 
Regiment.  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  H.  G.  Blake.  He  served 
in  that  command  until  near  the  close  of  the 
war  and,  upon  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, returned  to  his  home.  During  the  fall 
and  winter  of-  1892  and  1893  he  attended  a 
private  school  taught  by  Professor  R.  M.  Mc- 
Donnell, one  of  the  most  efficient  instructors 
of  the  county.  On  May  6,  1866,  when  a  few 
months  in  his  twenty-second  year,  Mr.  Sheldon 
married  Miss  Cordelia  Childs,  a  native  of  La- 
fayette township,  born  August  18,  1842,  and 
a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sallie  (Abbott) 
Childs.  Mrs.  Sheldon's  father  was  a  Yer- 
monter  and  her  mother  a  native  of  Xew  York. 
They  located  in   Lafayette   township   in    1833 


and  eventually  had  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
including  triplets.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos  D. 
Sheldon  have  become  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  May  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  D.  Phillips,  of  Wellington,  Ohio ;  Emma 
E.,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  while  witnessing  a  game  of 
baseball  at  Chatham.  Ohio;  Bert  C,  who  is 
a  farmer  of  Lafayette  township ;  Bessie  B., 
who  married  M.  B.  Halliwell,  of  Medina,  and 
William  H.,  a  marine  engineer  on  Lake  Erie. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Sheldon  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Lafayette  township  and  spent  five 
years  of  his  life  in  its  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment. His  present  country  place  embraces  160 
acres.  In  1871  Mr.  Sheldon  was  elected  sur- 
veyor of  Medina  county  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  by  continuous  re-elections  has  con- 
tinued in  office,  except  ten  years  from  1892  to 
1902,  his  record  being  both  remarkable  and 
also  highly  creditable  to  his  faithfulness  and 
ability.  Further  to  his  credit  are  ten  terms 
of  thorough  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of 
Medina  county,  and  good  service  in  various 
township  offices.  He  has  earnestly  supported 
the  Congregational  church  for  many  years,  and 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  H.  G.  Blake  Post  No.  169. 

Edward  Frexch,  of  Leroy  township,  was 
born  in  a  log  house  on  his  present  farm,  June 
7,  1832,  and  has  spent  all  his  life  there.  He 
is  a  son  of  Amos  C.  and  Sally  A.  (Edwards) 
French,  both  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
who,  the  day  after  their  marriage,  in  1831, 
started  tor  the  Ohio  frontier.  The  grand- 
parents, Nathan  and  Mary  French,  died  in 
Leroy,  the  father  aged  eighty-seven  years  and 
the  mother  eighty-four.  They  built  a  double 
log  house,  where  both  families  lived,  right  in 
the  depth  of  the  forest,  and  blazed  trees  for 
a  mile  and  a  half,  to  reach  the  main  road.  Two 
other  families  lived  near  them,  those  of  Nathan 
Chappell  and  Roswell  Rogers,  brothers-in-law, 
who  were  the  only  ones  for  a  long  distance. 
Amos  French  worked  out  away  from  home  to 
make  a  living.  As  his  land  had  water  in 
ponds  on  it.  it  took  a  good  many  years  to  set 
it  cleared  and  drained  so  he  could  make  his 
living  from  it.  For  many  years  he  worked  at 
haying,  etc.,  for  only  fifty  cents  a  day.  His 
father,  Nathan  French,  who  took  part  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  owned  150  acres  and  gave 
his  son  Amos  sixty  acres.  Nathan  French, 
junior,  came  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  returned  to  Xew  York  and  there  mar- 
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ried,  but  as  his  wife  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, he  removed  to  Ohio,  living  in  the  house 
where  his  father  had  lived.  His  father  gave 
him  twenty  acres  on  the  north  end,  and  each 
of  the  daughters  also  received  a  share.  Amos 
French  bought  out  two  of  them,  thus  making 
his  farm  contain  ninety-one  acres. 

Amos  French  erected  a  new  house  about 
1840,  which  is  still  standing;  his  father  Na- 
than died  in  the  old  log  house.  Amos  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  his  wife 
died  one  year  before  him.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Edward;  Eliza,  who  married 
Isaiah  Phelps,  and  died  when  past  sixty-five 
years  of  age;  one  child  died  in  infancy;  Eliza- 
beth died  when  three  years  old ;  Jane,  unmar- 
ried, lives  with  her  brother  Edward ;  and 
Chauncey  was  two  years  old  when  he  died. 

Edward  French,  when  a  boy,  wanted  to  be 
a  sailor,  and  when  twenty-one  years  old  he 
went  to  Cleveland  for  that  purpose,  but  not 
finding  a  berth  open,  his  father  told  him  he 
had  better  stay  at  home,  so  he  remained  with 
his  father,  to  whom  he  was  a  great  comfort 
and  help,  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  is  a  success- 
ful and  energetic  farmer,  and  very  industrious. 

Edward  French  married  February  23,  i860, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Job  and  Maria  Upson, 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  Leroy,  where  their  daughter  was 
born.  She  and  Mr.  French  had  been  school- 
mates, and  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  she 
was  twenty-two  and  he  twenty-eight,  and  they 
Jhave  lived  happily  together  for  forty-nine 
years.  They  had  but  one  child,  Alice,  the  wife 
of  Henry  F.  Callow,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Wilbur  Aloxzo  Jkxkixs.  deceased,  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  foremost  citizens 
of  Ravenna  and  of  Portage  county,  prominent 
both  as  a  business  man  and  public  official.  In 
1882  he  was  made  the  treasurer  of  Portage 
county,  and  he  filled  the  office  well  and  effi- 
ciently for  two  terms,  and  he  was  the  author 
of  the  present  system  of  collecting  taxes,  and 
also  put  the  system  in  operation. 

He  was  born  in  Ellisburg.  New  York, 
March  10.  1837,  but  he  was  almost  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Portage  county,  for  he  was  brought 
here  during  the  year  of  his  birth,  his  parents 
driving  through  from  New  York  and  carrying 
their  baby  on  a  pillow.  Tie  was  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Ursula  (Brewster)  Jenkins,  and 
both  they  and  the  grandfathers.  Samuel  Jen- 
kins and   Jonathan  Brewster,  were  also  from 


the  Empire  state.  Wilbur  A.  Jenkins  was  a 
descendant  of  Elder  Brewster,  who  came  over 
in  the  Mayflower,  and  who  was  one  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  Mr.  Jenkins  being 
the  eighth  removed  in  line  of  descent.  On 
coining  to  Portage  county  the  Jenkins  family 
purchased  and  located  on  unimproved  land  in 
Streetsboro  township,  and  the}-  cleared  and 
improved  their  land  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  there.  They  gave  to  their  son 
Wilbur  a  splendid  education,  he  having  at- 
tended both  the  public  schools  and  a  college  at 
Cleveland,  and  when  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-three  he  bought  the  home  place  of 
300  acres  and  his  parents  lived  with  him  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  1875  he 
moved  to'  Aurora,  he  having  sold  the  farm  in 
1870,  and  taking  charge  of  the  general  mer- 
cantile store  of  Charles  Harmon  he  conducted 
the  business  until  becoming  the  county  treas- 
urer in  1882.  Moving  to  Ravenna  one  and  a 
half  years  later  he  bought  the  Williams  place, 
and  after  retiring  from  office  purchased  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  of  George 
E.  Fairchild  and  was  in  business  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1898. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1862,  Mr.  Jen- 
kins married  Arlie  Bartholomew,  who  was 
born  in  Streetsboro  township.  April  16,  1843. 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  (  Blackmail ) 
Bartholomew,  the  father  born  in  Bristol,  Con- 
necticut, in  1792,  and  the  mother  in  Aurora, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1801.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (  Beech) 
Bartholomew,  and  on  the  maternal  side  Mrs. 
Jenkins  is  a  granddaughter  of  Elijah  and  Lucy 
"(Austin)  Blackmail,  both  families  being  from 
Connecticut.  Elijah  Blackmail,  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Jenkins,  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  his  father,  Elijah  Blackmail,  mar- 
ried Lucy  Hall  and  was  a  major  in  the  same 
war.  John  Bartholomew  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Parkman.  in  Geauga  county.  (  )hio, 
when  but  four  years  of  age,  and  the  Black- 
mails arrived  in  this  state  in  1800,  locating  in 
Aurora  township,  Portage  county.  John  Bar- 
tholomew and  Harriet  Blackmail  were  married 
in  Aurora  township,  but  after  two  years  they 
bought  land  in  Streetsboro  township,  which 
was  their  home  for  forty  years,  and  they  then 
resided  with  their  daughter.  Mrs.  Jenkins,  until 
their  deaths,  the  father  dying  in  1807  and  the 
mother  in  [898.  The  children  horn  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jenkins  are:  William  Grant,  horn 
November  6,  1803,  died  February  9,  t88i; 
Florence  Leil,  born  April  5.  1885,  is  the  wife   if 
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Dr.  Floyd  Bartell  Jones,  and  graduate  of  Co- 
lumbus Medical  College,  and  now  a  practicing 
physician  at  Ravenna,  Ohio.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband  Mrs.  Jenkins  sold  the  furniture 
business,  and  now  owns  the  old  Bartholomew 
farm  of  300  acres  in  Streetsboro  township.  In 
the  fall  of  1901  she  moved  to  Oberlin,  this 
state,  but  after  one  year  returned  to  Ravenna 
and  rented  for  three  years.  She  then  moved 
into  the  modern  house  on  Meridian  street 
which  she  had  built,  and  there  she  now  resides. 
Mr.  Jenkins  was  in  his  life  time  a  splendid 
musician,  and  founded  and  was  the  leader  for 
man}"  years  of  the  Portage  County  Band.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  during  many  years 
served  as  a  Sunday  school  superintendent. 

Homer  W.  Campbell. — Within  the  pages 
of  this  publication  will  be  found  mention  of 
many  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  the  records  thus  given 
touch  all  lines  of  professional,  industrial  and 
general  business  activity,  thus  constituting  a 
valuable  and  interesting  addition  to  the  gen- 
eral historical  chapters,  which  deal  with  the 
results,  while  the  personal  sketches  indicate  the 
services  of  those  through  whom  these  results 
have  been  attained.  One  of  the  native  sons 
of  Portage  county  who  has  here  achieved  suc- 
cess and  precedence  in  the  exacting  profession 
of  the  law  and  who  is  established  in  practice 
in  Ravenna,  the  judicial  center  of  the  county, 
is  Homer  William  Campbell,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  old  and  distinguished  fami- 
lies of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  born  at  Campbellsport, 
this  county,  a  place  named  in  honor  of  Gen- 
eral John  Campbell,  a  brother  of  his  paternal 
grandfather,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was 
May  10.  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Edward  H.  and 
Mar\-  E.  (Woods)  Campbell,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  at  Campbellsport  and  the  lat- 
ter at  Mount  Union,  Stark  county,  this  state. 
Edward  H.  Campbell  is  a  son  of  Homer  Camp- 
bell, who  was  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Portage  county,  as  was  also  his  brother, 
General  John  Campbell,  who  gained  his  title 
through  service  in  war  and  in  whose  honor 
Campbellsport,  this  county,  was  named,  as  has 
alreadv  been  stated.  Edward  H.  Campbell 
was  reared  under  the  conditions  and  influences 
of  the  pioneer  epoch  in  Portage  county,  where 
he  has  ever  maintained  his  home  and  where 
his  vocation  during  all  the  active  years  of  his 
'ife  was  that  of  farming,  in  connection  with 


which  he  attained  to  well  merited  success.  He 
still  resides  on  his  old  home  farm  near  Camp- 
bellsport, and  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  venerable  of  the  native  s  'lis  of  Portage 
count}',  being  now  eighty  years  of  age  (1909), 
and  having  witnessed  the  development  of  this 
county  from  the  status  of  a  pioneer  section  to 
its  present  position  of  advanced  civilization  and 
opulent  prosperity.  His  devoted  wife,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  William  Woods,  a  sterling  pio- 
neer of  Stark  county,  where  --he  was  reared 
and  educated,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  and  of  the  three  children.  Homer  W., 
of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest :  John  R.  is  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Campbellsport ;  and 
Charles  E.  is  a  representative  business  man  of 
Youngstown.  this  state.  The  father  has  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  from  the  time  of  attaining  to  his 
legal  majority,  and  he  has  rendered  effective 
assistance  in  promoting,  the  party  cause,  be- 
sides which  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
in  various  public  offices  of  a  local  nature. 

Homer  W.  Campbell  was  afforded  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  public  schools  of  Ravenna, 
after  which  he  was  matriculated  in  the  Ohio 
Normal  University  at  Ada,  in  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  Class  of 
1892,  after  having  completed  the  scientific 
course.  For  seven  years  he  was  engaged  as 
an  instructor  in  historic  old  Hiram  College, 
and  he  was  most  successful  and  popular  in 
the  field  of  pedagogic  service.  Having  deter- 
mined to  prepare  himself  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion, he  began  reading  law  under  effective  pre- 
ceptorship  and  with  the  facility  of  one  thor- 
oughly trained  as  a  student  along  academic 
lines,  and  in  1005  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  his  native  state.  He  forthwith  established 
himself  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Ravenna,  where  he  has  been  distinc- 
tively successful  and  gained  a  clientage  of  rep- 
resentative order.  He  is  a  notary  public,  and 
in  connection  with  more  specific  professional 
work  he  has  devoted  special  attention  to  public 
accounting. 

The  political  faith  of  Mr.  Campbell  is  thor- 
oughly well  fortified  and  is  indicated  in  the 
stanch  allegiance  which  he  accords  to  the 
Democratic  party,  in  whose  cause  he  has  ren- 
dered yeoman  service.  In  1003  he  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  office  of  auditor 
of  Portage  county,  but  while  he  made  an  ex- 
cellent showing  at  the  polls  he  was  unable  to 
overcome  the  large  and  normal  Republican 
majoritv.  and  met  defeat  with  the  remainder  of 
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his  party  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of 
the  Christian  church. 

In  the  year  1893  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Campbell  to  Miss  Alice  L. 
Graves,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Helen 
(Perry)  Graves,  of  Ravenna,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Glenn  H.,  who  is  now  a  student  in 
the  high  school. 

Eugene  Daniel  Shepard. — A  man  of  keen 
foresight  and  good  financial  ability,  Eugene 
D.  Shepard  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  Perry  township,  and  occupies 
a  secure  position  in  the  consideration  and  re- 
spect of  his  fellow  townsmen.  A  son  of 
Daniel  Shepard,  he  was  born,  July  3,  1846, 
in  Mayfield  township,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio. 
He  is  of  English  descent,  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor of  the  Shepard  family  having  come 
to  America  in  colonial  times.  His  grand- 
father, John  Shepard,  married  Mary  Howe, 
and  settled  in  New  York  state,  where  his  chil- 
dren were  born  and  reared. 

Daniel  Shepard  was  born  in  Marcellus, 
Onondaga  county,  New  York,  in  1806.  After 
his  marriage  he  came  to  Ohio,  where  an  older 
brother,  Major  Shepard,  had  settled  a  short 
time  before,  locating  in  Orange,  Cuyahoga 
county.  He  afterwards  bought  wild  land  in 
Mayfield  township,  and  there,  in  1837,  began 
the  arduous  task  of  reclaiming  a  farm  from 
the  forest.  When  he  had  a  part  of  it  cleared, 
he  was  unfortunately  burned  out,  losing  every- 
thing. Going  then  to  Ashtabula  county,  he 
operated  a  dairy  farm  for  two  years,  when, 
having  obtained  a  start  in  his  work,  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  Mayfield  township. 
In  [854  he  sold  that  farm,  and  moved  to 
Perry  township,  where  he  bought  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  Eugene  D.,  it  being 
about  five  miles  east  of  Painesville.  It  con- 
tains  <me  hundred  and  six  acres  of  land, 
ah' nit  half  of  which  was  cleared  when  he  pur- 
chased it,  and  on  it  had  been  erected  a  house, 
which  he  subsequently  rebuilt  and  enlarged, 
and  afterwards  lived  in  until  his  death,  March 
21,  1884.  He  was  active  in  public  life,  serv- 
ing as  clerk  of  the  township,  and  for  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  was 
class  leader,  and  for  many  years  Sunday  school 
superintendent.  He  married,  in  Marcellus, 
New  York.  Rebecca  Ann  Gordon,  who  sur- 
vived   him.    dying   June    14.    r886.      Of   their 


eleven  children,  ten  grew  to  years  of  maturity, 
and,  in  June,  1909,  five  were  living,  namely: 
Gordon,  engaged  in  farming  at  White  Earth, 
South  Dakota ;  George,  of  Sacramento,  Cali- 
fornia, a  railroad  employe;  Mary,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania;   John  L. ;    and  Eugene  Daniel. 

Eugene  D.  Shepard  received  excellent  edu- 
cational advantages,  attending  the  old  Madi- 
son Seminary  three  or  four  winters,  afterwards 
being  graduated  from  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Business  College  in  Buffalo.  He  began  his 
active  career  as  a  clerk,  being  employed  for  a 
while  in  a  store  at  Painesville.  Preferring 
life  on  a  farm,  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  since  been  prosperously  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  and  now  owns  a 
goodly  part  of  the  original  farm.  In  his  oper- 
ations, he  shows  excellent  judgment,  and  is 
meeting  with  well  merited  success,  being 
widely  known  as  a  skilful  and  capable  agri- 
culturist. 

Mr.  Shepard  married,  January  1,  1873,  Ger- 
trude Shattuck,  who  was  born  in  Portland, 
Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  came  with  her  father, 
Isaac  Shattuck.  to  Perry  township,  Lake 
county.  Isaac  Shattuck  married,  first,  Sarah 
Kays,  who  died  when  her  daughter  Gertrude 
was  but  eleven  years  of  age.  He  was  a  pio- 
neer of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and 
after  coming  to  Lake  county  was  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  Perry  township,  although 
he  spent  his  last  days  at  the  home  of  his 
son.  William  Shattuck,  dying  June  26,  1890, 
in  Painesville.  His  second  wife,  Dollie  H. 
Shattuck,  survived  him  a  very  brief  time,  pass- 
ing away  the  day  that  he  was  buried,  July 
29,  1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepard  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  namely :  Frank  Eu- 
gene, of  Cleveland,  graduated  from  the  Paines- 
ville high  school,  and  is  now  a  job  printer; 
and  Agnes,  living  with  her  parents.  A  citi- 
zen of  prominence,  and  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Shepard  has  served  the  past  eighteen 
years  as  township  clerk. 

Isaac  A.  Freeman  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent of  Lorain  county's  business  men.  and  he 
also  represents  two  of  its  earliest  pioneer 
families.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  La- 
Grange  on  the  8th  of  October,  1848.  a  son 
of  P.  W.  and  Susan  (Cornell)  Freeman,  born 
respectively  in  Otsego  count}-.  New  York,  and 
in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  he  is  a  grandson 
of  Stephen  Y.  and  Laura  (Wolcott  )  Free- 
man, from  New  York,  and  of  Isaac  Cornell, 
one  of  the  earliest  of  Lorain  county's  pioneers 
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and  the  second  to  locate  in  this  community. 
Stephen  V.  Freeman  came  to  LaGrange  in 
1832,  and  in  the  following  year  of  1833  his 
family  joined  him  here.  Two  years  later  he 
bought  a  farm  a  mile  east  of  the  town  of  La- 
Grange,  and  this  timber  tract  of  eighty  acres 
he  cleared  and  improved  and  eventually  con- 
verted into  a  rich  and  valuable  farm.  He 
was  the  first  large  dealer  and  raiser  of  Duff 
Greens  and  Gray  Morgan  horses,  and  he 
bought  horses  for  the  United  States  govern- 
ment during  the  Civil  war.  He  was  known 
in  this  vocation  over  a  wide  section  of  coun- 
try. P.  W.  was  the  first  born  child  of  Stephen 
V.  and  Laura  Freeman ;  George  G.,  the  sec- 
ond, became  prominent  in  Republican  politics 
and  held  many  county  offices,  and  he  is  now 
deceased ;  C.  A.,  also  deceased,  was  a  rail- 
road constructor ;  Stephen  is  a  retired  Union 
soldier  and  a  resident  of  LaGrange;  Ellen  is 
the  widow  of  Ted  Hastings  and  a  resident  of 
LaGrange  township ;  Sevill  is  the  widow  of 
Marion  Porter,  and  living  in  Lorain ;  and 
Dorliska  is  the  wife  of  Alex  Porter,  of  Lorain. 

P.  YV.  Freeman  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  and  he  then  estab- 
lished his  home  on  an  uncleared  farm  a  half 
mile  east  of  LaGrange  Center.  He  held  many 
of  the  public  offices  of  his  county,  including 
that  of  delinquent  tax  collector  from  every 
township  in  Lorain  county.  He  died  at  his 
home  there  on  the  18th  of  September,  1889, 
when  sixty-six  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  the  1st  of  June,  1890.  The  fol- 
lowing children  blessed  their  marriage  union, 
namely :  Isaac  A.,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review ;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Wilbur, 
of  Wellington,  this  state;  Ellen,  the  widow 
of  J.  Lindsley,  and  a  resident  of  Cleveland; 
Elsie,  wife  of  L.  Pullman,  of  Akron;  Frank, 
in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  and  Southwest- 
ern Railroad  Company,  and  residing  in  Well- 
ington. Ohio ;  Abram,  a  carpenter  living  in 
New  London,  this  state;  Laura,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Albert  Ward,  of  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, and  she  is  now  deceased ;  and  Georgiana, 
wife  of  Free  Bedee,  of  Wellington. 

Isaac  A.  Freeman  in  1864  joined  the  U.  S. 
navy,  and  after  six  months  of  duty  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  he  was  discharged'  and  re- 
turned home.  Soon  afterward  he  started  on 
a  prospecting  tour  throughout  the  western 
states,  and  returning  home,  followed  carpen- 
ter work  until  1873,  accepting  in  that  year  a 
position  with  what  is  now  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  as  a  freight  con- 
ductor, but  after  three  years  in  that"  position 


resumed  carpenter  work.  From  1880  until 
1882  he  was  engaged  in  millwright  work,  and 
then,  moving  to  LaGrange,  he  was  for  three 
years  in  the  hardware  business  with  T.  D. 
Go'tt.  After  a  time  he  purchased  his  partner's 
interest,  and  continued  the  business  alone  for 
six  years,  selling  out  at  that  time  and  em- 
barking in  the  commission  business,  which  he 
continued  for  a  few  years.  During  the  fol- 
lowing four  years  he  was  actively  associated 
with  the  Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society, 
serving  two  years  as  its  president,  and  in  1894 
he  was  made  manager  of  sales  for  the  Prairie 
State  Incubator  Company  of  Homer  City, 
Pennsylvania,  his  territory  extending  over  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
West  Virginia  and  western  Pennsylvania, 
while  since  1908  his  territory  has  covered  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  and  portions  of  New  York 
and  Tennessee.  Since  July  of  1909  he  has 
had  the  entire  management  of  the  sales  de- 
partment. 

On  the_  12th  of  July,  1882,  Mr.  Freeman 
was  married  to  Angeline  H.  Clark,  born  in 
Fostoria,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  to  the  mar- 
riage union  of  Mathias  and  Mary  Ann  (Hem- 
ming) Clark,  the  father  from  Pennsylvania 
and  the  mother  from  Steubenville,  Ohio.  She 
is  a  granddaughter  of  William  and  Rachel 
(  Bridendall)  Clark,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  on  the  maternal  side  of  George  W.  and 
Rebecca  (Hickman)  Hemming,  born  respect- 
ively in  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
were  among  the  earliest  of  the  pioneers  of 
Seneca  county,  Ohio.  Both  were  from  promi- 
nent English  families,  and  they  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Seneca  county.  A  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Free- 
man, and  she  is  now  Mrs.  Ernest  Bye,  and  a 
resident  of  Pasadena,  California.  Mr.  Free- 
man is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  served  the  town 
of  LaGrange  nine  years  as  its  mayor,  and  in 
1800  he  was  a  U.  S.  census  enumerator. 

Ira  Westoyer.  who  is  a  most  successful 
raiser  of  fine  merino  sheep  and  road  and  draft 
horses,  operates  a  valuable  farm  of  225  acres 
in  Palmyra  township.  Portage  county.  lie  i- 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
substantial  families  in  this  portion  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Mr.  Westover  is  a  son  of  Fred- 
erick and  Ellen  (Woodward)  Westover.  the 
former  born  in  Litchfield  count}-.  Connecti- 
cut, August  4,  1804,  and  the  latter  in  Union 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1827.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  Luman  and  Sabra 
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(Snedley)  Westover,  of  Litchfield  county,  and 
Amos  and  Alary  (Mallaby)  Woodward,  of 
Union  county.  In  1816  the  Westovers  mi- 
grated from  Pennsylvania  by  means  of  an  ox 
team  and  an  old  horse  and  settled  on  a  tract 
of  timber  land  which  the  head  of  the  family 
had  purchased,  being  located  on  the  east  line 
of  Palmyra  township  and  Portage  county,  and 
for  many  years  cleared  and  improved  it.  Air. 
Woodward  came  to  Milton,  Ohio,  in  1840.  In 
1849  ne  moved  to  Palmyra  township  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  the  West- 
overs.  After  his  marriage  Air.  Westover 
bought  a  farm  near  the  parental  homestead, 
upon  which  his  wife  died  in  1863  and  he  him- 
self in  1878.  Of  their  two  children,  Ira  was 
the  elder  and  Irene  is  now  the  widow  of  Evan 
Jones  and  resides  still  in  Palmyra  township. 

Mr.  Westover  lived  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage  in  1874  and  at  his  father's  death, 
four  years  later,  owned  a  good  farm  of  sev- 
enty-five acres.  He  then  inherited  150  acres 
of  the  paternal  estate,  and  has  since  been  one 
of  the  large  and  successful  raisers  of  sheep 
and  horses  in  Portage  county.  He  is  an  inde- 
pendent voter,  without  political  aspirations, 
and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  fol- 
lowing: Charity  Lodge,  No.  530,  of  Palmyra, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Diamond  Lodge  No.  136, 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  September  9,  1874,  Air.  Westover  mar- 
ried Miss  Alice  Wilson,  born  in  Paris  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  daughter  of  Lester  P. 
and  Margaret  (Beck)  Wilson,  also  of  that 
township ;  in  fact,  the  Wilsons  have  been  na- 
tives of  this"  portion  of  Portage  county  for  a 
number  of  generations.  The  children  born  to 
Air.  and  Airs.  Ira  Westover  were :  Frederick, 
who  lives  in  Paris  township ;  Lester,  a  resi- 
dent of  Trumbull  county ;  Frank,  of  Superior, 
Wisconsin;  Margaret  and  Alinnie  (twins),  the 
latter  being  Mrs.  Stephen  Harris,  of  Paris 
township ;  James,  of  Palmyra  township,  and 
Grover,  who  is  living  at  home. 

Fred.  N.  Smith. — One  of  the  important  in- 
dustrial enterprises  in  the  city  of  Elyria  is 
that  represented  by  the  Garford  Manufac- 
turing Company,  which  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  automobiles,  and  of  which 
Mr.  Smith  is  treasurer.  He  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  is  a  citizen  to  whom  is  accorded  the 
fullest  measure  of  esteem  in  his  home  city, 
of  whose  council  he  is  president  at  the  time 
of  this  writing.     He  has  done  much  to  further 


good  municipal  government  and  has  also  con- 
tributed his  quota  to  the  civic  and  industrial 
prosperity  of  Elyria. 

Fred.  Norton  Smith  was  born  at  Mowsley, 
Leicestershire,  England,  on  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, 1848,  and  is  a  son  of  William  L.  and 
Juliette  (Hamlin)  Smith.  His  father,  who 
died  in  Elyria  on  the  28th  of  April,  1902, 
was  born  in  Laughton,  Leicestershire,  Eng- 
land, in  1822,  and  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
William  L.  Smith  came  to  America,  and  he 
first  established  his  home  in  Avon,  Lorain 
county,  Ohio.  Somewhat  later  he  was  matric- 
ulated in  Oberlin  College,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1847. 
In  the  same  year  he  married  Miss  Juliette 
Hamlin,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred three. years  later,  when  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  two  and  one-half  years  of 
age.  He  is  the  eldest  of  the  three  children, 
and  the  only  daughter  died  in  infancy ;  his 
brother,  William,  is  a  resident  of  Elyria.  In 
1853  William  L.  Smith  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  being  then  united  to  Miss  Frances 
Perry,  who  died  in  1862,  and  who  is  sur- 
vived by  three  children:  Frank,  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick F.  Thomas  and  Guy.  In  1863  the  father 
volunteered  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  but 
was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  disability 
resulting  from  an  injury  to  one  of  his  arms. 
He  then  left  his  farm  at  Avon  and  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  England,  where  he  resided 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1868,  when 
he  came  again  to  America.  In  1871  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Kate  Aloody,  who  survives  him,  as 
do  also  their  four  children:  Fern,  Kate,  Hazel 
and  Charles  L.  From  1888  until  1896  Will- 
iam L.  Smith  resided  in  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton, and  he  then  returned  to  Ohio,  passing  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  in  Elyria. 

At  the  time  Fred.  Norton  Smith  was  about 
one  year  old,  his  parents  returned  from  his 
native  town  in  England  to  the  United  States, 
and  his  early  educational  training  was  secured 
in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio.  In  1863, 
after  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  the  old  home  in  England,  where 
he  continued  to  attend  school  during  the  ensu- 
ing six  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
came  with  his  father  to  the  United  States  and 
entered  the  latter's  alma  mater.  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, where  he  remained  a  student  for  two 
years.  After  leaving  college  he  devoted  one 
year  to  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  and  in 
1871  he  assumed  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
for  the  firm  of  Topliff  &  Ely.  of  Elyria.     In 
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1887  a  reorganization  of  the  business  was 
effected,  under  the  corporate  title  of  the  Top- 
lift  &  Ely  Company,  and  Mr.  Smith  became 
one  of  the  interested  principals  in  the  com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  chosen  secretary  and 
treasurer.  In  1889  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Garford  Manufacturing  Company,  in  the 
organization  of  which  he  was  associated  with 
Arthur  L.  Garford  and  Herbert  S.  Follansbee, 
and  when  this  company  was  incorporated,  in 
1891.  he  became  its  secretary  and  treasurer. 
In  the  following  year  he  resigned  his  execu- 
tive offices  with  the  Topliff  &  Ely  Company. 
In  1901  Air.  Smith  became  treasurer  of  the 
Auto  &  Cycle  Parts  Company,  of  Elyria,  and 
in  the  following  year,  when  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  Federal  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, he  continued  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
treasurer,  which  he  held  until  1905,  when  he 
resigned  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  The  Garford  Company,  the  upbuild- 
ing of  whose  fine  industrial  enterprise  has  been 
largely  due  to  his  able  administration  and  pro- 
gressive methods. 

Mr.  Smith  is  essentially  a  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  in  1907  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  as  representative 
of  the  First  ward.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  council  since  1898,  and  has  proved  a  most 
able  and  popular  presiding  officer.  He  was 
for  five  years  an  active  member  of  the  Ohio 
National  Guard,'  and  for  several  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  fire  department  of  Elyria, 
during  the  time  when  this  important  branch 
of  the  municipal  service  was  maintained  on 
the  volunteer  system.  In  politics  he  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
holds  membership  in  the  National  Union  and 
the  Kozy  Klub,  of  which  latter  he  has  been  a 
member  since  1883. 

In  1880  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Louise  M.  Porter,  of  Painesville, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Caryl  Por- 
ter Smith,  who  was  graduated  in  Lake  Erie 
College,  at  Painesville,  in  1908,  and  who  is 
now  studying  music  in  Berlin,  Germany. 

Amos  Curtis.  —  A  resident  of  Pierpont 
township.  Ashtabula  county,  for  three  score 
and  ten  years,  Amos  Curtis,  a  practical  and 
prosperous  agriculturist,  has  during  that  time 
witnessed  many  wonderful  transformations  in 
the  county,  the  pathless  forests  giving  way  be- 
fore the  axe  of  the  pioneer,  the  log  cabins  of 
the  early  settlers  being  replaced  by  substantial 
frame  houses,  while  the  settlements  made  in 
the  openings  have  developed  into  thriving  vil- 


lages and  populous  towns  and  cities.  A  na- 
tive of  Knox,  Cayuga  county,  New  York, 
he  was  born  October  8,  1836,  and  when  three 
years  of  age  was  brought  bv  his  parents  to 
Ohio. 

Amos  Curtis,  Sr.,  Mr.  Curtis'  father,  mi- 
grated from  Cayuga  county  to  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  in  1840,  thinking  by  the  change 
to  greatly  improve  his  financial  condition. 
Hosea  Curtis,  grandfather  of  Amos,  Jr..  also 
lived  in  New  York  and  migrated  to  Ohio  in 
pioneer  days.  The  maternal  grandmother  was 
a  native  of  Ireland.  Locating  in  Pierpont 
township,  Amos  Curtis,  Sr.,  bought  from  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company  a  tract  of  land 
lying  just  across  the  line  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  began  the  improvement  of  a  homestead, 
laboring  with  diligence  and  perseverance,  dur- 
ing the  first  three  years  working  also  in  a 
saw  mill.  He  met  with  good  success  in  his 
agricultural  labors,  and  on  the  farm  which 
he  redeemed  from  the  forest  spent  his  remain- 
ing years.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Roxie  Allen,  eight  children  were 
torn,  as  follows :  Phila,  Lois,  Andrew,  La- 
vinia  and  Ambrose,  all  deceased  ;  Amos  ;  Or- 
lina.  the  first  of  the  children  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Ashtabula  county,  born  July  14, 
1842.  is  the  wife  of  Earl  McArthur,  of  Pier- 
pont Center;  and  Alva,  born  in  1846,  died  .in 
March,   1878. 

Growing  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm. 
Amos  Curtis  secured  a  practical  common- 
school  education,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough 
began  assisting  his  father  in  his  daily  work. 
During  the  Civil  war.  in  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Second  Ohio  Battery,  Light  Artillery,  in 
which  he  served  until  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  at  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Mr. 
Curtis  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  energies 
to  the  improvement  of  his  valuable  farm, 
which  contains  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
acres  of  choice  land,  the  greater  part  of  which 
is  in  a  yielding  condition.  He  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  paying  considerable  attention  to 
dairying,  which  is  fast  becoming  a  very  profit- 
able branch  of  industry.  Mr.  Curtis  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served 
five  years  as  township  supervisor. 

Mr.  Curtis  married.  October  11.  1859.  Jean- 
nette  Brayman.  a  daughter  of  Harry  Bray- 
man,  and  sister  of  Dr.  Lorenzo  Brayman.  of 
whom  a  brief  biographical  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Curtis  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely  : 
Willard,  born  December  n.  1862.  married 
Danette   Alartin.   and   lives   in   Pierpont   Cen- 
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ter;  Phila,  born  September  26,  1867,  is  the 
wife  of  F.  J.  Tanner,  of  Pierpont  township ; 
Jessie,  born  July  26,  1870,  married  J.  Irish,  of 
Conneaut;  and' Lena,  born  January  18,  1876, 
is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Simons,  also  of  Pierpont 
township.  Mr.  Curtis  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange,  to  which  his  wife  formerly  belonged. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  Mrs.  Curtis  belongs  to  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Both  are  faithful  and 
valued  members  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
■church. 

Orrin  Stevens,  deceased,  was  during  many 
years  one  of  the  well-known  residents  of  Port- 
age county.  He  was  born  in  Sherman,  Con- 
necticut, May  4,  182 1,  a  son  of  David  W.  and 
Nancy  (Giddings)  Stevens,  who  were  also 
from  that  state,  and  the  father  was  a  son  of 
Samuel  Stevens,  and  the  mother  a  daughter 
•of  Baldwin  Giddings.  During  their  later  life 
the  parents  lived  one  year  with  the  son  Orrin 
in  Palmyra  township,  Portage  county,  Ohio. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1857,  Orrin  Ste- 
vens was  united  in  marriage  with  Phebe  A. 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Dover,  Dutchess 
•county,  New  York,  August  8,  1830,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Sebastian  and  Phebe  (Wing)  Wheeler, 
who  were  also  born  in  Dutchess  county.  Her 
grandparents  on  the  paternal  side  were  John 
B.  and  Ruth  (Sampson)  Wheeler,  from  New 
York,,  and  on  her  mother's  side  she  is  a  grand- 
•daughter  of  Thurston  and  Mary  (Young) 
Wing,  born  respectively  in  New  York  and  in 
Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  were 
married  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  and 
came  direct  to  Palmyra  township,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  but  after  twenty-seven  years 
they  returned  to  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 
After  spending  two  and  a  half  years  in  their 
old  home  there,  they  came  again  to  Palmyra 
township,  locating  on  their  old  farm,  and 
after  one  year  they  moved  just  east  of  the 
•city  of  Ravenna,  where  they  bought  thirteen 
acres  of  land.  This  little  place  contained  a 
fine  brick  residence,  and  therein  Mr.  Stevens 
lived  retired  until  his  death,  on  the  15th  of 
January,  1901,  and  there  his  widow  yet  main- 
tains a  home,  but  lives  with  one  of  her  sons 
in  Ravenna.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ste- 
vens was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  sons : 
William  W.  and  Thomas  Howard,  both  in 
Ravenna.  William  W.  Stevens  married  Ada 
Mott,  and  they  have  two  daughters :  Flor- 
•ence  A.  and  Fern  Ethel.  Thomas  H.  Stevens 
married  Pearl  Ann  Evans,  and  their  three  sons 
rare   Earl,    Perrv    and    Harold.      Mr.    Stevens 


gave  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  served  his  community  as  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  was  a  well  educated 
man,  receiving  his  education  in  a  Quaker 
school  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  and  he 
was  well  able  to  fill  the  positions  to  which  he 
was  called  in  his  lifetime.  He  was  affiliated 
with  the  Baptist  church. 

Elizabeth  Asevia  (Parsons)  Root. — (  >ne 
of  the  oldest  living  residents  of  Portage  county 
is  Elizabeth  A.  Root,  and  she  was  born  on 
the  same  lot  in  Aurora  where  she  now  lives, 
on  the  15th  of  April,  1828.  John  Parsons,  her 
father,  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  married  Mrs.  Amy  Stewart  Spencer,  who 
had  come  to  the  Western  Reserve  with  her 
parents  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  years,  the 
journey  hither  having  been  made  in  an  ox  cart. 
Her  father  was  Alexander  Stewart,  and  her 
grandmother  was  a  member  of  a  Carpenter 
family  from  France,  where  their  name  was 
spelled  Charpentier.  Amy  Stewart  was  first 
married  to  George  Spencer,  their  marriage 
having  been  celebrated  in  Aurora,  this  state, 
and  they  had  two  children.  By  her  second 
marriage,  to  John  Parsons,  there  were  eleven 
children. 

Elizabeth  Asevia  Parsons  was  one  of  the^-e 
eleven  children,  and  her  educational  training 
was  received  in  the  district  schools  of  Aurora 
and  in  Windham  Academy,  presided  over  by 
George  L.  Mills,  and  she  attended  that  insti- 
tution for  four  years.  This  educational  train- 
ing was  completed  when  she  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  two  years  later,  on  the  22d 
of  November,  1840.  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Clark,  in  her 
father's  home  about  one  mile  southwest  of 
Aurora,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles 
H.  Root,  and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children:  Ella  C.  born  October 
19,  1853,  and  Lizzie  G.,  born  August  20,  1855. 
The  elder  daughter  married  Arthur  C.  Dow 
on  October  12.  1876,  in  St.  Louis.  Missouri, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  C.  L. 
Goodell.  and  their  only  child,  Florence  Dow, 
was  born  September  7,  1877,  and  was  married 
in  Chicago.  Illinois,  on  November  I,  1900,  to 
Dana  Estes,  Jr..  and  they  have  one  child,  Eliz- 
abeth, born  March  20,  1905.  Lizzie  G.,  the 
second  daughter  of  Mrs.  Root,  was  married 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Roberts  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
to  Leonard  Wilcox,  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1888. 

Charles  H.  Root  was  born  in  Aurora,  Octo- 
ber   Ji.    1826.    and    both    his    father    and    his 
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grandfather  bore  the  name  of  Jeremiah  Root. 
This  is  another  of  the  honored  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Portage  county  and  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  thus  Mrs.  Root  is  connected  both 
by  birth  and  marriage  with  the  first  families 
of  this  community.  Charles  H.  Root  was 
called  from  this  life  on  the  12th  of  December, 
1888,  dying  in  Georgia,  although  his  home  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Willard  Mahan  is  numbered  among  the 
few  remaining  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
his  military  career  during  that  strife  is  one 
which  will  ever  redound  to  his  credit  as  a  loyal 
and  devoted  son  of  the  Republic.  He  served 
throughout  the  entire  conflict  and  participated 
in  many  of  its  hardest  fought  battles,  includ- 
ing those  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  the  en- 
tire Atlantic  campaign.  Returning  home  from 
the  war  he  resumed  his  connection  with  the 
business  life  of  Portage  county,  and  has  proved 
himself  equally  as  good  a  citizen  as  a  brave  and 
loyal  soldier. 

Mr.  Mahan  is  a  native  son  of  Portage 
county,  born  here  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1835,  to  Nicholas  and  Catherine  (Baker) 
Mahan,  from  Pennsylvania,  as  was  also  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Henry  Baker.  A  few 
years  before  the  war,  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Catherine 
Hughes,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1833, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Hughes, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
seven  children:  Airs.  Mary  Curtis,  Mrs.  Anna 
Curtis,  Airs.  Fannie  Hold'en,  Willard  Mahan, 
Mrs.  Hattie  Fox,  Mrs.  Catherine  Coe  and  Wal- 
ter Mahan.  All  of  the  children  are  married, 
but  Mrs.  Holden  is  a  widow  and  resides  with 
her  father. 

Frank  W.  March.— Prominent  among  the 
agriculturists,  business  men  and  public  officials 
of  Denmark  township  is  numbered  Frank  W. 
March,  a  son  of  James  E.  March  and  a  grand- 
son of  another  James  March.  This  last  named 
James  March  was  one  of  the  early  farmers  of 
Ashtabula  county.  He  came  to  this  state  from 
Vermont,  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  here 
and  fought  valiantly  in  the  war  of  181 2.  He 
married  Susan  Potter,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Daniel, 
John,  Christopher,  Phebe,  Polly,  Susan,  Eliza- 
beth and  James  E.  Sallie  died  April  11,  1844, 
and  Mary  Ann  died  November  5,  1845. 

James   E.   March  was  born   on   the  22d  of 


July,  1839,  and  he  now  lives  in  the  city  of 
Jefferson.  In  1861  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war,  joining  Company  A  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  during  his 
war  service  of  three  years  he  served  imprison- 
ment for  five  or  six  months,  and  wounds  in 
battle.  He  wedded  Charlotte  Crowson,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  sons,  and  the  elder,  E.  Judson  March, 
born  February  16.  1864,  is  now  living  in  Jef- 
ferson. He  married  Izza  Brooks.  James  E. 
March  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  joined 
in  1877,  holding  continuous  membership  since. 
Frank  W.  March  was  born  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1866,  and  farming  has  been  his  life's 
occupation.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Jefferson  schools,  and  he  later  wedded  Mary 
Herman,  who  was  born  June  12,  1872,  a 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Alary  (Krouse) 
Herman,  both  living  in  Denmark  township. 
The  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Alarch  are : 
Charlotte,  born  February  29.  1895 ;  Carl,  on 
December  5,  1896;  Elsie,  June  23.  1898; 
Franklin.  April  5,  1900;  Herman,  May  17. 
1902 ;  Hubert.  December  5,  1903 ;  Bernice, 
October  29,  1905;  Helen,  October  2.  1907: 
and  Marian,  Alay  24,  1909.  Frank  W.  Alarch 
is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  of  the  State 
Police.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Den- 
mark Grange,  and  was  made  the  overseer  of 
the  order  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  He 
is  well  and  prominently  known  as  a  dairyman 
farmer,  his  herd  consisting,  of  twenty-five  head 
of  cattle,  and  he  was  formerly  a  breeder  of 
Short-horns.  His  estate  contains  135  acres  of 
rich  and  fertile  land  in  Denmark  township, 
and  he  has  served  his  township  as  a  trustee  for 
nine  years. 

F.  G.  L.  Warner. — Three  generations  of 
the  Warner  family  have  largely  contributed 
to  the  mercantile  and  financial  stability  and 
prosperity  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  the 
broad  sweep  of  their  enterprises  has  carried 
their  name  for  energy  and  ability  into  other 
states,  both  north  and  south.  F.  G.  L.  Warner, 
the  widely  known  citizen  of  Painesville,  is  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  that  city,  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  department  store,  and  is 
also  identified  with  various  bodies  connected 
with  the  finances  of  the  county  and  the  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the 
commission  which  erected  the  new  Lake 
county  court  house,  and  the  last  three  mayors 
of  Painesville  have  appointed  him  one  of  the 
sinking  fund  trustees  of  the  municipality. 
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The  grandfather,  Daniel  Warner.  St.,  was 
among  the  first  to  settle  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve, locating-  in  what  is  now  Concord  town- 
ship, about  seven  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Grand  river.  In  1842  he  opened  a  large  gen- 
eral store  in  Hamden,  which  so  prospered  that 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1873  he  was  a 
wealthy  man.  His  four  sons — Daniel,  Jr., 
Martin,  Asher  and  Field — inherited  his  abili- 
ties, all  accumulating  large  competencies  as 
general  traders  and  cattle  buyers.  Field,  the 
youngest  (father  of  F.  G.  L.  Warner),  was 
the  last  of  the  four  sons  to  pass  away,  dying 
at  Painesville  in  July,  1898.  Field  D.  Warner 
was  a  man  of  remarkable  physique  and  mental 
activity.  In  the  early  days  of  his  business 
career  he  sent  many  droves  of  cattle  from  the 
Western  Reserve  over  the  mountains  to  Har- 
risburg  and  Philadelphia.  He  also  became  in- 
terested in  some  of  the  first  oil  fields  opened 
in  Pennsylvania ;  at  one  time  was  associated 
with  his  uncle.  Jonathan  Warner,  in  the  iron 
and  steel  business ;  promoted  a  gold  mine  in 
North  Carolina ;  was  a  large  operator  in  real 
estate  in  Ohio  and  elsewhere,  and  in  these 
ventures  and  numerous  others  demonstrated 
the  Warner  ability  to  "make  things  go  and 
bring  money." 

F.  G.  L.  Warner,  the  eldest  son  of  Field  D., 
was  born  in  Geauga  county.  Ohio,  in  1854, 
and  in  his  early  youth  commenced  to  become 
associated  with  his  father  in  various  local  en- 
terprises, as  well  as  in  others  at  Bryan,  Burton 
and  Cleveland.  At  one  time  they  were  part- 
ners in  a  North  Dakota  land  syndicate.  But 
quite  early  in  his  manhood  the  son's  activities 
began  to  crystallize  in  the  mercantile  field  and 
for  seventeen  years  he  was  a  tireless  commer- 
cial traveler  whose  field  was  virtually  the 
United  States.  This  experience  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  his  signal  success  as  a  merchant 
and  for  the  facility  with  which  he  makes 
friends  and  raises  up  warm  supporters.  The 
sure  hand  with  which  he  retains  the  fealty  of 
his  supporters  rests  upon  his  solid  ability  and 
integrity.  In  national  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat :  but  his  policy  with  regard  to  Painesville 
and  Lake  county  is  simply  to  do  all  he  can 
for  their  highest  progress.  Air.  Warner  is  a 
married  man  of  family,  his  sons,  Franz  Jr., 
Wurt  and  Child's,  promising  to  pass  along  the 
family  name  in  all  the  luster  of  its  honor  and 
the  vigor  of  its  ability. 

David  L.  Rockwell,  Sr. — With  the  history 
of  Portage  county  the  name  of  David  Ladd 


Rockwell  was  inseparably  and  prominently 
identified  for  many  years,  and  through  all  the 
days  to  come  shall  there  be  accorded  to  him  a 
tribute  of  honor  as  a  man  of  high  intellectuality, 
sterling  integrity  and  pronounced  business  and 
professional  acumen,  and  as  one  who  contrib- 
uted in  no  small  measure  to  the  industrial  and 
civic  progress  and  prosperity  of  his  native 
county.  Many  men  excel  in  achievements 
along  some  given  course,  but  to  few  is  it  given 
to  follow  several  lines  of  endeavor  and  stand 
well  to  the  front  in  each.  In  the  career  of 
David  L.  Rockwell,  of  this  memoir,  is  given 
illustration  of  such  accomplishment.  As  a 
lawyer  he  won  pronounced  prestige ;  as  a  busi- 
ness man  he  produced  results  of  most  positive 
character;  and  as  a  citizen  he  exemplified  the 
utmost  loyalty  and  public  spirit.  He  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
pioneer  families  of  the  WTestern  Reserve,  and 
it  is  most  consistent  that  in  this  historical  com- 
pilation he  be  accorded  at  least  a  brief  tribute 
to  his  memory. 

David 'Ladd  Rockwell  was  born  at  Franklin 
Mills,  now  the  village  of  Kent.  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1843,  and  was  a 
son  of  David  L.  and  Mary  ( Parmeter)  Rock- 
well, of  whose  four  children — three  sons  and 
one  daughter — he  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  David  L.  Rockwell  (1)  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  family  was  founded  in 
New  England  in  the  colonial  days,  being  of 
stanch  English  origin.  Mary  (Parmeter) 
Rockwell  was  born  in  Jewett  City,  Connecti- 
cut, and  her  parents  were  pioneers  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  David  L.  Rockwell  (  1  )  was 
a  son  of  Harvey  Rockwell,  who  immigrated 
from  Connecticut  to  the  Western  Reserve 
about  the  year  1820,  becoming  one  of  the  very 
early  settlers  of  Ashtabula  county,  where  he 
reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  con- 
tinuing his  residence  in  the  Reserve  until  his 
death.  David  L.  Rockwell  (1)  removed  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  about  1835  and  first 
settled  in  Brimfield  township,  where  he  insti- 
tuted the  development  of  a  farm,  but  in  1840 
he  removed  to  Franklin  Mills,  now  the  village 
of  Kent,  where  he  became  one  of  the  first 
business  men  and  where  he  conducted  a  gen- 
eral merchandise  store  for  many  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Portage 
county,  which  he  represented  in  the  state  leg- 
islature for  two  terms,  and  he  otherwise 
wielded  marked  influence  in  the  community 
which  represented  his  home  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in   1868;  his  wife 
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survived   him   and   was   summoned  to   eternal 
rest  in  the  year  1875. 

David  L.  Rockwell  (2),  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  what  is  now  the  village  of  Kent,  and  to  its 
common  schools  he  was  indebted  for  his  early 
educational  discipline,  which  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  of  study  in  Hiram  College,  at 
Hiram,  Portage  county.  As  a  youth  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  his  business  affairs,  but  he 
early  formed  definite  plans  for  his  future  ca- 
reer, taking,  up  the  study  of  law  and  making- 
rapid  progress  in  his  assimilation  of  the 
minutiae  of  the  science  of  jurisprudence.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  state 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  forthwith 
engaged  in  the  active  work  of  his  profession 
in  Kent.,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until 
1878.  when  he  removed  to  Ravenna,  the 
county-seat,  where  he  was  engaged  in  success- 
ful practice  until  August,  1884,  when  impaired 
health  rendered  necessary  his  retirement  from 
the  vocation  in  which  he  had  gained  no  little 
distinction.  He  had  in  the  meanwhile  identi- 
fied himself  with  various  industrial  and  finan- 
cial interests,  and  to  these  he  continued  to 
give  his  attention  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  20th  of  May,  1901.  In  1881  he 
organized  the  City  Bank  of  Kent,  of  which  he 
became  president  at  the  time  of  its  founding, 
and  when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  City  Bank- 
ing Company  of  Kent  he  continued  in  the 
presidency  of  the  latter,  an  incumbency  which 
he  retained  until  the  close  of  his  useful  and 
beneficent  life.  He  was  also  a  stockholder  in 
various  manufacturing  concerns  in  his  native 
county,  and  he  was  a  man  whose  course  was 
ever  guided  and  governed  by  the  most  inviola- 
ble principles  of  integrity  and  honor,  so  that 
he  held  as  his  own  the  unequivocal  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He  was  an 
active  and  zealous  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  essentially 
progressive,  liberal  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen.  He  was  affiliated  with  Ravenna 
Lodge,  No.  12,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  he  attended  and  gave  a  generous  support 
to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
his  widow  is  a  devout  communicant.  At  the 
inception  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Rockwell  ten- 
dered his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
He  enlisted  in  one  of  the  early  volunteer  regi- 
ments raised  in  Ohio,  but  after  a  short  period 
of  service  he  became  incapacitated  by  illness 
and  was  compelled  to  retire  permanently  from 
the  ranks. 


On  the  30th  of  May,  1867,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rockwell  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Metlin,  who  was  born  in  Akron,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Port- 
age county,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
D.  and  Eliza  (Jennison)  Metlin,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  in  Saratoga 
county,  New  York,  whence  her  father,  Elias 
Jennison,  removed  to  Ohio  in  the  pioneer  days. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Rockwell, 
who  still  retains  her  home  in  Ravenna,  were 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Foster)  Metlin,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  state  they 
lemoved  to  Summit  county,  Ohio,  in  the  pio- 
neer epoch.  There  the  grandfather  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land  and  reclaimed  much  of 
the  same  to  cultivation.  On  this  old  home- 
stead K  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  hvcs,  honored  pioneers  of  the  Western 
Reseivc.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Rockwell  became  the 
parents  of  three  children — Mary  E,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  D.  Hinman,  of  Ravenna ; 
Dorena,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lardner  V.  Mor- 
ris, of  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York ; 
and  Judge  David  L.,  of  whom  specific  mention 
is  made  in  a  sketch  appearing  on  other  pages 
of  this  publication. 

Captain  Edward  C.  Maytham,  a  wealthy 

vesselman,  who  until  recently  had  large  and 
profitable  interests  in  the  lake  marine,  has  been 
retired  from  active  work  in  that  line  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  now  chiefly  devotes  him- 
self to  the  superintendence  and  development 
of  a  splendid  farm  in  Lafayette  township.  He 
has  one  of  the  finest  country  places  in  the 
Western  Reserve.  It  comprises  275  acres  of 
land,  not  an  acre  of  which  is  allowed  to  go 
to  waste.  When  he  took  possession  of  the 
property,  known  as  the  old  Daniel  Foote  farm, 
in  1904,  it  was  a  tract  of  165  acres.  To  this 
he  has  not  only  added  an  adjoining  1 10  acres, 
but  completely  remodeled  the  homestead  resi- 
dence and  farm  buildings,  raising  everything 
to  the  most  modern  standard  of  convenience, 
comfort  and  good  taste.  He  employs  an  abun- 
dance of  skilled  help,  and  the  stock  used  both 
in  the  general  operations  of  the  farm  and  in 
the  support  of  his  employes  and  household 
is  an  indication  of  his  abundant  means  and 
good  judgment.  The  horses  seen  on  his  place 
are  especially  of  high  grade.  In  a  word.  Cap- 
tain Maytham  is  showing  his  numerous  friends 
in  his  native  township  of  Lafayette  and  county 
of  Medina,  how  to  be  a  true,  open-handed  and 
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successful  country  gentleman  of  the  year  1910. 
And  he  has  fully  earned  every  detail  of  the 
substantial  standing  and  enjoyment  of  the  pres- 
ent, and  all  who  know  of  his  record  congratu- 
late him  that  he  has  found  so  fair  a  haven  for 
his  later  years. 

Captain  Maytham  was  born  in  Lafayette 
town-hip.  on  the  13th  of  October,  1850,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and"  Catherine  (  Guckin)  May- 
tham. His'  father  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  England,  April  25,  1813,  and  was  the 
youngest  son  born  to  Edward  and  Elizabeth 
'(Hopkins)  Maytham.  The  great-grandfather, 
George  Maytham,  had  six  sons,  viz — George, 
Thomas,  Daniel,  Edward,  James  and  John. 
The  <  leorge  Maytham  mentioned  served  in  the 
war  between  England  and  Spain,  and  met  his 
death  while  on  a  transport  which  was  convey- 
ing prisoners  to  the  mother  country.  Suppos- 
ing it  to  be  an  enemy's  ship,  a  British  man- 
of-war  fired  upon  it,  and  with  such  true  aim 
that  the  shell  struck  the  craft  full,  exploded 
on  deck,  and  among  the  resulting  casualties 
was  the  death  of  George  Maytham.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  John  Maytham,  the  future 
father  of  Edward  C.3  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land, and,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  eight 
-weeks,  landed  at  New  York  during  the  height 
of  the  cholera  epidemic.  Not  long  afterward 
he  located  in  Essex  county,  Massachusetts. 
where  he  resided  for  five  years  prior  to  his 
removal  to  Cleveland.  Euclid  avenue  was  then 
just  commencing  to  blossom  into  a  beautiful 
thoroughfare,  and  as  Mr.  Maytham  was  a 
landscape  gardener  he  assisted  in  planting 
some  of  the  first  trees  which  graced  it.  In 
January,  1837,  John  Maytham  married  Miss 
Catherine  Guckin,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
November,  1820,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Nancy  (McDonald)  Guckin.  As  the  McDon- 
alds are  Scotch,  the  captain  has  the  blood  of 
united  Britain  in  his  constitution.  In  1840  his 
parents  moved  from  Cleveland  to  a  farm  which 
the  father  had  purchased  in  Lafayette  town- 
ship, at  five  dollars  an  acre.  At  that  time  it 
was  far  from  the  well  settled  district  of  the 
Reserve,  and  there  was  no  road  near  the  place. 
But  the  land  was  finally  improved  into  a  good 
farm  and  became  a  comfortable  homestead  for 
the  fifteen  children  which  the  years  brought 
to  this  sturdy  English-Irish-Scotch  couple. 
Ten  of  them  reached  maturity  and  four,  be- 
sides Edward  C,  are  still  alive.  One  of  the 
daughters  was  Mrs.  Frances  Rolo,  now  Mrs. 
A.  Q.  Arnold,  resident  of  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington ;  Thomas,  Edward  and  Charles  are  resi- 


dents of  Buffalo,  the  first  named  having  large 
vessel  interests ;  and  Mary,  who  married  John 
House,  and  William  are  residents  of  Lafayette 
township.  George  Maytham  died  in  Kansas 
and  was  buried  with  the  impressive  ceremonies 
due  to  his  Knight  Templarhood. 

Edward  C,  special  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  summer  trainings  on  the  farm, 
and  his  education,  until  his  seventeenth  year, 
in  the  district  school  of  Lafayette  township, 
and  at  a  select  school  in  Chatham  township. 
He  then  commenced  his  career  as  a  lake  mari- 
ner by  becoming  a  hand  on  a  tug  boat,  plying 
between  Buffalo  and  Chicago,  and  eventually 
was  promoted  to  be  captain.  For  some  time 
thereafter  he  was  manager  of  the  Maytham's 
tug  line,  and  had  an  owner's  interest  in  the 
steamers  "Maytham"  and  "Brazil,"  being  part 
owner  of  the  latter  with  his  brother  Thomas, 
who  died  in  1883.  The  business  was  incor- 
porated in  about  1880  or  1882,  with  the  cap- 
tain as  president  and  the  owner  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  He 
continued  in  the  vessel  business  until  1904, 
when  he  disposed  of  most  of  his  interests  and 
purchased  the  Foote  farm  in  Lafayette  town- 
ship, as  already  noted. 

In  1875  Captain  Maytham  married  Miss 
Mary  Mass,  a  Canadian  lady,  who  died  April 
4,  1909,  mother  of  four  children — John  A., 
who  assists  his  father  in  the  management  of . 
the  home  farm  ;  Roy  G.,  agent  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company  at  Buffalo. 
New  York,  who  married  Miss  Elnor  Brown ; 
Lillian,  who  married  Dr.  R.  G.  Strong,  a  lead- 
ing physician  of  that  city,  and  Nellie  A.,  who 
married  William  Chedien.  of  Buffalo,  New 
York. 

John  Humbolt  Dussel. — It  has  been  given 
Mr.  Dussel  to  attain  to  marked  prestige  as 
one  of  the  representative  members  of  the  bar 
of  his  native  county  and  he  is  established  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  the 
city  of  Ravenna,  where  he  has  long  retained 
a  large  and  representative  clientage  and  where 
he  is  known  as  a  loyal  and  progressive  citizen. 

John  Humbolt  Dussel  was  born  in  Randolph 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the  ~th  of 
May,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  John  C.  and  Bar- 
bara ( Reisenbach )  Dussel,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Kirchwei,  Rheinpfalz. 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  the  latter 
at  Bierstadt,  Hessen-Darmstadt.  Germany.  In 
the  fatherland  both  were  reared  to  maturity 
and  it  was  their  good  fortune  to  form  an  ac- 
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quaintanceship  before  sailing,  as  both  em- 
barked on  a  sailing  vessel  in  immigrating  from 
the  fatherland  to  America.  Both  made  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  their  destination,  and  here 
the  marriage  of  the  young  couple  was  solem- 
nized within  a  short  interval  after  their  ar- 
rival. John  C.  Dussel  was  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  that  sturdy  German  element  which 
has  contributed  so  materially  to  the  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  the  various  American 
commonwealths,  and  after  his  marriage  he  lo- 
cated in  Randolph  township,  Portage  county, 
where  he  eventually  accumulated  a  good  landed 
estate  and  became  a  farmer,  having  been  a 
surgeon  bv  profession.  He  was  a  man  of  in- 
flexible integrity,  industrious  and  loyal,  and 
ever  animated  by  that  generous  spirit  and 
kindliness  which  promotes  strong  and  endur- 
ing friendships.  He  held  the  high  esteem  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lived  for  mam- 
years  and  in  which  he  achieved  independence 
and  definite  prosperity,  through  his  own  well 
directed  efforts.  He  was  about  sixty-six  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  de- 
voted wife,  who  survived  him,  likewise  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  nearly  three  score  years 
and  ten.  She  held  membership  in  the  Catholic 
church,  and  Mr.  Dussel  was  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  proclivities.  This  honored  cou- 
ple became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  review  was  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth. 

John  H.  Dussel  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  Portage  county,  and  after  com- 
pleting the  curriculum  of  the  district  schools 
he  continued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools 
of  Akron.  In  pursuance  of  a  higher  academic 
education  he  was  finally  matriculated  in  Mount 
Union  College,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as 
a  member  of  the  Class  of  1875,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  the  meanwhile  he 
had  taken  up  the  study  of  law.  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  Judge  George  F.  Robinson,  of 
Akron,  and  he  carried  on  his  college  work  and 
technical  reading  simultaneously.  In  1879  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  state, 
prior  to  which  time  he.  had  accomplished  a 
very  successful  work  as  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Portage  county.  After  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  he  continued  to  be  identified 
with  the  pedagogic  profession  until  l§8i, 
when  he  opened  an  office  in  Ravenna  and 
began  the  active  practice  of  law.  in  which  he 
has  here  continued  during  the  intervening 
period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 


within  which  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  sub- 
stantial legal  business  and  been  concerned  in 
much  important  litigation.  He  has  shown  him- 
self admirably  fortified  as  a  trial  lawyer,  and 
as  a  counselor  his  services  are  ever  given  with 
a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law  and 
with  a  wise  conservatism.  As  a  stanch  ad- 
herent of  the  Democratic  party  Mr.  Dussel  has 
been  active  in  promoting  its  cause  in  his  home 
county,  but  the  only  office  of  which  he  has 
ever  consented  to  become  incumbent  was  that 
of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  his  family  are 
devout  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  take  a  deep  interest  in  all  departments 
of  parish  and  diocesan  work.  He  has  so  or- 
dered his  course  as  to  maintain  at  all  times 
the  inviolable  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  peo- 
ple of  his  native  county,  and  the  high  regard 
of  his  professional  confreres. 

In  the  year  1889  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Dussel  to  Miss  Caroline  Doer- 
flinger,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary  Doer- 
flinger,  well  known  residents  of  Portage 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dussel  have  three  chil- 
dren— Carl  M.,  Martha  M.  and  Joseph  Sarto. 
The  mother  died  April  30,  1909. 

Francis  M.  Howard,  a  life-long  resident  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  during  many  years  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  and  agriculturists 
of  Plymouth  township,  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah 
Howard,  one  of  the  early  residents  of  the 
county.  The  father  of  Jeremiah  Howard  (also 
Jeremiah)  was  the  first  Howard  to  settle  in 
the  Western  Reserve,  coming  here  from  New 
York  state.  Jeremiah  Howard,  born  on  the 
23d  of  July,  181 5.  followed  lumbering  and 
farming,  first  in  Monroe  township  and  later 
in  Plymouth  township,  and  he  died  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1879,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
on  the  29th  of  March.  1889,  and  both  lie  buried 
at  Kelloggsville  in  Monroe  township,  Ashta- 
bula county.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Fanny  Ross,  and  was  born  on  the  22d  of  Au- 
gust, TS25.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children :  George,  who  was  born  January 
11,  1845,  and  died  when  but  seven  years  of 
age;  Julian,  born  August  3.  1846;  Jeremiah, 
born  March  3,  1848;  Francis,  mentioned  be- 
low: Elsie,  born  August  31.  185  1  ;  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Jesse  Austin,  of  Kansas:  Lincoln,  who 
also  died  when  about  seven  years  old ;  and 
Fanny,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  were  Universalists  in  their  religious 
beliefs. 

Francis  M.   Howard,  born  in  the  southern 
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part  of  Monroe  township  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  's  a  representative  business  man 
of  Plymouth  township,  prominently  identified 
with  its  farming,  and  saw  milling  interests. 
He  located  in  Plymouth  township  in  1889, 
moving  then  to  the  old  Howard  homestead 
south  of  Ashtabula,  and  he  also  at  that  time 
moved  his  saw  mill  from  Monroe  to  Plymouth 
township.  On  the  17th  of  June,  1874,  Mr. 
Howard  was  married  to  Ximena  Shipman, 
who  was  born  September  10,  1853,  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  F. 
L).  and  Wealthy  (Wakefield)  Shipman,  and 
the  children  of  this  union  are:  Ora  W.,  born 
April  3,  1875,  married  Thomas  Warwick,  liv- 
ing in  Saybrook,  and  their  three  children  are 
Mary,  Howard  and  Edith ;  Carroll  S.,  born 
December  5,  1879,  is  engaged  in  dressmaking 
in  Ashtabula;  and  Arie,  born  April  27,  1885, 
married  Royal  Morse,  and  has  two  children, 
Dorothy  and  Donald.  Mr.  Howard  in  poli- 
tics is  allied  with  the  Democracy,  and  he  is 
both  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow. 

F.  D.  Shipman,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Howard, 
is  a  native  of  Gustavus,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio.  He  spent  all  of  his  life  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  living  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
and  for  a  time  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  died  in  1909,  but  his  wife  passed 
away  many  years  previous,  dying  in  1868.  His 
father,  David  Shipman,  was  the  first  of  the 
family  to  settle  in  the  Western  Reserve. 

Samuel  Vincent  Pryce. — The  proprietor 
of  a  well  equipped  farm  in  Carlisle  township, 
Samuel  V.  Pryce  is  actively  identified  with 
the  agricultural  growth  and  prosperity  of  Lo- 
rain county,  and  occupies  a  secure  position 
in  the  consideration  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  A  native  of  England,  he  was  born, 
December  9,  1856,  at  Camborne,  County  Corn- 
wall, the  birthplace  of  his  parents,  Samuel  V., 
Sr.,  and  Mary  (Trevenen)  Pryce.  His  father 
migrated  to  Australia  a  few  years  after  his 
marriage,  leaving  his  wife  with  four  children 
to  care  for,  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  deceased ; 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Pascoe,  of  Truro,  England; 
Georgianna,  widow  of  Joseph  Trenerry,  of 
Camborne,  England ;  and  Samuel  V.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  then  a  babe  of  fifteen 
months.  The  mother  kept  her  little  family  to- 
gether, training  them  to  habits  of  honesty  and 
industry,  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing 
away  in  1901. 

Brought  up  in  his  home  town,  Samuel  V. 
Pryce  remained  with  his  widowed  mother  until 


ready  to  establish  himself  in  business.  De- 
sirous of  trying  life  in  a  newer  country,  he 
started  for  America,  long  known  as  the  poor 
man's  paradise.  Among  his  fellow  passen- 
gers on  shipboard  was  a  fair  young  lady  from 
Illogan,  County  Cornwall,  with  whom  he  fell 
in  love,  and  they  were  subsequently  married 
at  Vulcan,  Menominee  county,  Michigan. 
The  following  two  years  Mr.  Pryce  worked 
in  an  iron  mine  in  that  place,  after  which  he 
went  to  Keweenaw  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  was  employed  for  a  year  in  a  copper  mine. 
While  here  he  went  on  a  hunting  trip,  and 
while  taking  his  gun  from  the  wagon  was 
wounded  in  the  right  arm  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  the  weapon.  His  right  arm  was 
thus  rendered  useless  for  over  a  year,  and  he 
sought  other  employment.  Coming  to  Ohio, 
he  located  in  Oberlin,  and  soon  after  began 
studying  telegraphy  with  the  operator  of  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
Company.  On  May  8,  1887,  Mr.  Pryce  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company, 
and  in  addition  to  managing  the  Cleveland 
Stone  Company's  store,  was  given  charge  of 
the  telegraph  office,  a  position  that  he  is 
amply  able  to  fill,  as  he  is  an  expert  telegraph 
operator.    He  still  holds  the  position. 

Mr.  Pryce  subsequently  bought  sixty-five 
acres  of  land  in  Carlisle  township,  and  this 
farm  is  well  and  skilfully  managed  by  his 
wife  and  their  only  son,  Samuel  Vincent  Pryce, 
Jr.  It  is  well  improved,  and  the  buildings 
are  of  modern  construction,  the  house  con- 
taining all  the  conveniences  necessary  in  this 
day,  including  hot  and  cold  water,  bath-room, 
telephone,  etc.,  and  is  heated  and  lighted  from 
gas  obtained  from  an  extraordinarily  good 
well  on  the  estate.  Black  river  runs  through 
the  farm  just  back  of  the  house.  In  1898  Mr. 
Pryce  put  up  a  steel  cable,  attached  to  two 
large  trees,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and 
has  a  trolley  car  on  which  two  persons  can 
cross  at  one  time.  The  car  is  propelled  by 
an  endless  rope,  used  by  one  of  the  parties  on 
the  car,  and  crossing  is  thus  made  possible 
when  the  river  overflows  the  banks.  This  was 
the  first  arrangement  of  this  kind  for  cross- 
ing Black  river,  and  any  one  is  allowed  to  use 
it.  and  it  is  well  patronized.  Mr.  Pryce  also 
owns  a  small  water-power  flour  mill  and  fif- 
teen acres  of  land  at  Mawnan.  near  Fal- 
mouth, England,  which  came  into  his  posses- 
sion in  1895.  Because  of  its  being  entailed 
property,  his  father  could  not  dispose  of  it 
only  during  his  life.     Fraternally,  Mr.  Pryce 
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is  a  member  of  Calumet  Lodge   (Michigan), 
A.  O.  F. 

John  D.  Thompson.  —  One  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  esteemed  agricultur- 
ists of  Perry  township  is  John  D.  Thomp- 
son, the  son  of  a  pioneer  settler,  who  has 
been  intimately  associated  with  the  develop- 
ment and  advancement  of  the  highest  interests 
of  this  part  of  Lake  county  from  his  earliest 
days.  He  was  born  on  the  homestead  he  now 
owns  and  occupies,  in  the  log  cabin  which 
stood  near  the  site  of  the  present  house,  De- 
cember 27,  1834.  His  father,  Moses  Thomp- 
son, bought  this  property  in  December,  183 1, 
and  lived  here  until  his  death,  November  1, 
1891,  being  then  an  aged  man  of  ninety-one 
years,  his  birth  having  occurred  March  15, 
1800.  Moses  Thompson  married  first  in  Ver- 
mont, his  wife  dying  in  July,  1861.  He  sub- 
sequently married  for  his  second  wife  a  widow, 
Mrs.  Amelia  Johnson,  who  died  in  1870. 

After  leaving  Kirtland  Seminary,  John  D. 
Thompson  continued  his  studies  in  the  Paines- 
ville  high  school,  and  in  1851  attended  the 
Kirtland  Seminary.  Going  then  to  Iowa,  he 
spent  a  year  in  that  state,  when,  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  father,  he  returned  home  to  take 
charge  of  the  farm  and  care  for  his  parents. 
On  August  7,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  C, 
or  Kinney's  Battery,  First  Ohio  Light  Artil- 
lery, of  which  one  squad  of  men  from  Geneva 
responded  to  the  very  first  call  for  troops,  in 
April,  1861,  and  at  Philippi,  West  Virginia, 
fired  the  first  shot  of  the  war.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son joined  the  battery  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
under  General  Buell.  After  the  engagement 
at  Missionary  Ridge  his  company  was  sent 
back  to  Nashville,  where  the  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  Corps  were  consolidated,  becoming 
the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  he  and  his  comrades 
subsequently  marched  with  Sherman  to  the 
sea,  thence  on  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
the  corps  took  part  in  the  grand  review.  On 
June  16,  1865,  Mr.  Thompson  was  honorably 
discharged,  having  been  in  the  service  a  little 
less  than  three  years.  Returning  home,  he 
immediately  resumed  the  management  of  the 
farm,  on  which  he  has  since  lived.  It  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres  of 
land,  which  he  has  placed  under  excellent  till- 
age, and  on  which  he  has  made  substantial  im- 
provements. When  Mr.  Thompson  was  ready 
to  establish  a  household  of  his  own,  a  sepa- 
rate house  was  built  for  him,  in  1867,  and 
in   1874  a  large  barn  was  erected  in  place  of 


one  that  was  burned  by  lightning.  Mr. 
Thompson  carries  on  dairying  on  his  place, 
keeping  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  cows  in 
his  stable,  and  was  one  of  the  first  in  his 
neighborhood  to  put  in  a  silo. 

On  September  26,  1865,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  J.  Tyler,  who 
was  born  in  Mayfield  township,  Cuyahoga 
county.  Ohio,  September  2,  1835,  a  daughter 
of  Ralph  and  Maria  (Gorden)  Tyler,  and 
a  sister  of  J.  H.  Tyler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
reared  and  educated  two  children,  namely : 
Lizzie  Brinkerhoff  and  Lawrence  Keller.  Liz- 
zie Brinkerhoff's  mother,  a  cousin  of  Mrs. 
Thompson,  died  in  Kansas,  leaving  five  small 
children,  and  a  short  time  later,  in  1883,  Mr. 
Brinkerhoff  was  killed,  being  shot  while 
watching,  as  a  bystander,  a  quarrel  between 
two  men.  In  1884  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson 
took  Lizzie,  then  a  girl  of  six  years.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Geneva  Normal  School, 
and  at  Lake  Erie  College,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Charles  A.  Bartlett,  of  Madison,  Ohio. 
Lawrence  Keller  was  left  fatherless  when  nine 
years  old,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  opened 
their  home  to  him,  and  gave  him  excellent 
educational  advantages,  after  his  graduation 
from  the  Perry  high  school  sending  him  to 
Oberlin  College.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  South- 
ern &  Lake  Shore  Railroad  Company.  He 
subsequently  married  Mabel  Hurlburt,  and 
spent  two  years  on  her  father's  farm.  In  the 
spring  of  1908  Mr.  Thompson  placed  him  in 
charge  of  his  farm.  In  November  Mr.  Keller 
was  called  to  Cleveland  on  business,  and  on 
his  return  trip  came  on  the  latest  car  of  the 
interurban,  which  at  that  time  of  the  night 
ran  to  Painesville  only.  He  set  out  on  foot 
from  there  for  his  home,  and  his  body  was 
found  the  next  morning  on  the  tracks  of  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad,  two  miles  east  of  Paines- 
ville. He  left  no  children.  Mr.  Thompson 
is  not  especially  active  in  public  affairs,  but 
has  served  for  three  years  as  township  trus- 
tee. He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  takes  great  interest  in  the 
organization. 

Charles  Manning  Irish,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Lorain  Banking  Company, 
ex-treasurer  of  Lorain  county  and  a  prominent 
citizen  of  the  city  of  Lorain,  was  born  in 
Pittsfield.  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  September  14, 
1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Ware) 
Irish,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York  state 
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and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  The  Irish  fam- 
ily is  an  old  one  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  the  Wares  are  an  old  family  in  New  Eng- 
land. Charles  Irish  removed  to  Pittsfield  just 
before  the  Civil  war.  and  began  work  for 
Manning  Ware,  a  blacksmith,  who  later  be- 
came his  father-in-law.  After  his  marriage 
he  made  his  home  in  the  adjoining  township 
of  Camden  until  the  death  'of  his  wife,  in 
1895.  F°r  tw0  years  Mr.  Irish  lived  at  Rock 
Creek,  at  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1898 
came  to  the  city  of  Lorain,  where  he  died 
in  1899. 

Charles  M.  Irish  received  his  education  in 
the  public  country  school  at  Pittsfield,  and 
began  an  independent  career  when  fourteen 
years  of  age,  from  which  time  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  worked  on  farms.  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  B.  F.  Brecken- 
ridge,  a  general  merchant  of  Kipton,  in  Cam- 
den township,  where  he  remained  three  years ; 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  and  another  young 
man  were  sent  by  Mr.  Breckenridge  to  run 
a  branch  store  at  Lorain,  and  Mr.  Irish  re- 
mained in  that  city  six  years  in  this  position. 
After  the  steel  plant  was  established  at  Lo- 
rain, Mr.  Irish  and  Raymond  W.  Austin  pur- 
chased the  store  and  changed  it  to  a  grocery ; 
a  year  later  they  also  established  a  branch 
store  at  South  Lorain,  which  has  developed 
into  one  of  the  largest  grocery  stores  in  the 
county.  The  firm,  known  as  Irish  &  Austin, 
was  dissolved  in  1905,  Mr.  Irish  retaining  the 
store  in  Lorain,  which  he  still  owns,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  leading  business  houses  in  the  city. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Irish  has  been  promi- 
nent in  municipal  affairs ;  he  served  in  the 
city  council,  has  been  for  nine  years  a  member 
of  the  city  school  board,  and  is  president  of 
the  board  at  the  present  time.  In  1905  he 
received  the  nomination,  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  for  county  treasurer,  and  received  the 
majority  of  votes,  taking  office  in  that  year ; 
he  was  re-elected,  and  finished  his  second  term 
on  September  7,  1909.  He  then,  on  Septem- 
ber 8,  1909,  became  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Lorain  Banking  Company.  Mr.  Irish 
is  greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  and  growth 
of  business  interests  in  the  city.  He  has  been 
a  director  and  a  member  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee of  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  of 
Lorain,  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  in- 
stitution in  1899,  and  is  also  interested  in  other 
enterprises  besides  his  store.  He  belongs  to 
the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Industrial  Committee.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  affiliating  with 


Elyria  Commandery,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  of  Lorain. 

In  1887  Mr.  Irish  married  Florence,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  and  Mary  (Groot)  Baker,  of 
Kipton,  the  father  deceased.  Their  children 
are:  Blanche  Irene,  born  August  26,  1890; 
Ruth  Marie,  June  21,  1892;  Glenn  Marion, 
Februarv  6,  1894  ;  and  Warren  Baker,  August 
26,  1898. 

Luke  Cook. — The  son  of  a  pioneer  of  Ash- 
tabula county,  Luke  Cook  grew  to  manhood 
in  primitive  'times,  when  the  dense  forests 
hereabout  were  inhabited  by  bears,  deer, 
wolves  and  smaller  animals,  while  yet  the 
early  settlers  subsisted  on  the  productions  of 
the  soil  and  the  wild  game  so  easily  obtained. 
During  his  long  and  active  life  he  has  pur- 
sued the  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  an  honest 
and  good  citizen,  advancing  the  interests  of 
his  community  as  he  had  opportunity. 

Luke  C.  Cook,  his  father,  born  about  1791, 
in  Massachusetts,  migrated  to  Ohio  in  1833, 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Andover,  Ashtabula 
county.  He- brought  his  family  and  goods  with 
him,  coming  with  wagons  drawn  by  horses, 
he  and  his  older  children  walking  a  large 
part  of  the  way.  The  land  that  he  purchased 
was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber, 
which  he  was  forced  to  clear  off  before  be- 
ginning to  cultivate  the  land.  Here  he  car- 
ried on  farming  until  his  death,  about  1859. 
To  him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Clarica,  eight  children  were  born,  as  follows : 
Polly,  who  was  ninety  years  of  age  when  she 
died ;  Lucy ;  Nathaniel ;  Lydia ;  Caroline ;  Lu- 
cina  ;    Luke  ;    and  Calvin. 

Luke  Cook  assisted  in  the  pioneer  labor  of 
redeeming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  his  as- 
sistance, although  but  eleven  years  old  when 
the  family  located  in  Andover,  having  been  of 
considerable  importance  to  his  father.  He 
subsequently  chose  agriculture  for  his  life 
work,  and  in  addition  to  farming  carried  on  a 
good  business  for  many  years  as  a  well  dig- 
ger. On  June  10,  1862,  Mr.  Cook  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  Company 
G,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  with  which  he  remained  until  receiv- 
ing his  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  at  one  time  taken  prisoner,  but 
was  soon  paroled.  Mr.  Cook  lived  for  thirty 
years  in  Michigan,  and  while  there  was  for 
four  years  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Army  post 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  was  afterwards 
president  of  the  post  five  years.  A  Republi- 
can in  his  political  views,  he  was  constable  for 
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three  years,  and  for  two  years  was  road  super- 
visor. Uniting  with  the  Baptist  church,  he 
continued  as  one  of  its  most  faithful  members. 
In  September,  1843,  Mr.  Cook  married  Per- 
sis  Merritt,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  William,  born  in 
May,  1845,  nves  m  Ensley  township,  Newaygo 
county.  Michigan;  Wesley,  born  in  1850,  is 
a  resident  of  Dorset,  Ashtabula  county;  and 
James,  born  in  1853,  married,  and  lives  in 
Pierpont  township. 

Edward  James  Clague. — Eminently  worthy 
of  special  mention  in  this  volume  is  Edward 
James  Clague,  late  of  Leroy  township,  who 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Lake  county,  enjoying 
the  fullest  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  associates.  He  was  born,  January 
10,  1836,  in  Concord  township,  and  died  on 
his  home  farm,  in  Leroy  township.  May  20. 
1909,  his  death  being  a  cause  of  general  regret. 

Among  the  first  Manxmen  to  settle  in  Lake 
county  were  Edward  James  Clague,  Sr„  and 
his  wife,  Letitia  (Carlett)  Clague,  who  were 
born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  emigrated  to 
Ohio  soon  after  their  marriage.  They  lived 
first  in  Concord  township,  but  in  1837  bought 
land  adjoining  the  Clague  homestead,  and  lived 
there  nine  years.  In  1846  they  removed  to 
the  present  property  of  the  Clague  family,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Ed- 
ward J.  Clague,  Sr.,  was  born  March  17,  1804, 
and  died  November  21,  1864,  while  his  wife, 
whose  birth  occurred  August  20.  1808.  sur- 
vived him,  dying  December  18,  1882.  To 
them  five  children  were  born  (who  grew  to 
maturity),  as  follows:  Letitia,  who  married 
John  Garrett,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years;  Edward  James,  the  special  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Margaret  married  Thomas  Kis- 
sick,  and  died  when  sixty-two  years  old ;  John, 
who  was  born  October  1,  1843,  and  died  Au- 
gust 7,  1892,  in  Painesville,  was  county  re- 
corder at  the  time  of  his  death  :  and  Eliza, 
wife  of  Nathan  Rogers,  of  Concord.  Lake 
county. 

A  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  parents  removed 
to  the  present  homestead.  Edward  J.  Clague 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  obtain- 
ing a  practical  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
agriculture.  He  was  subsequently  employed 
on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  several  years, 
first  as  fireman,  and  later  as  engineer.  Leav- 
ing the  road  to  assume  the  management  of 
the  home  farm,  his  father  being  in  ill  health, 
he  cared  for  his  parents  until  the  death  of  his 


father  a  year  later,  when  he  bought  the  inter- 
ests of  the  remaining  heirs  in  the  estate.  Con- 
tinuing his  agricultural  labors,  Mr.  Clague  met 
with  gratifying  results,  and  made  marked  im- 
provements on  the  place,  rebuilding  and  en- 
larging the  house,  and  otherwise  adding  to 
the  value  and  attractiveness  of  the  farm.  He 
took  great  interest  in  local  affairs,  support- 
ing the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
served  as  school  director  several  terms. 

On  October  4,  1866,  Mr.  Clague  married 
Susan  Rogers,  who  was  born  September  5. 
1844.  in  Concord  township.  Her  father, 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, came  to  Lake  county.  Ohio,  as  a  young 
man.  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  forty- 
two  years  of  earthly  life  in  Concord  township, 
where  he  improved  a  good  farm.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Hobart,  who  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  and  died  in  1864  on  the  old  home 
farm.  They  reared  four  children,  namely: 
Adaline,  who  married  Sheldon  Olds ;  Perley- 
ette  was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Winchell,  and 
she  died  about  1894;  Nathan;  and  Susan,  now 
Airs.  Clague.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clague  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  namely :  Emma, 
wife  of  George  Gorman,  of  Perry  township : 
Burton,  of  Cleveland,  an  employe  of  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Company :  John,  of  Hudson, 
Ohio,  is  a  farmer,  and  also  a  machinist  in  the 
Otis  Steel  Works ;  Liddia  married  Nelson  Yin- 
cent,  of  Michigan  ;  Letitia,  wife  of  William 
H.  Kewish.  superintendent  of  the  Portland  Ce- 
ment Company,  in  Richard  City.  Tennessee : 
Harry,  a  student  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. Letitia  is  also  finely  educated,  having 
been  graduated  from  the  Woman's  College  of 
the  Western  Reserve  University  with  the  Class 
of  1906. 

John  B.  Heiser.  —  Throughout  nearly  his 
entire  life.  John  B.  Heiser  has  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Portage  county.  When 
lie  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  he  established  his  home 
just  opposite  his  father's  residence  in  Atwater 
township,  and  for  fifteen  years  worked  with 
three  brothers  at  carriage  manufacturing.  But 
at  the  close  of  that  period  the  brothers  dis- 
continued business,  although  John  B.  Heiser 
still  continued  the  manufacture  of  buggy  rims 
there  until  the  fall  of  1907.  At  that  date  he 
came  to  the  town  of  Atwater,  erected  his 
building  and  resumed  the  manufacture  of 
buggy  rims.  He  ships  his  products  to  the 
Hardware  Supply  Company  at  Akron.  (  >hio. 
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Mr.  Heiser  was  born  at  Florida,  in  Defiance 
county,  this  state,  May  19,  1861,  a  son  of 
John  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Hull)  Heiser,  the 
mother  a  native  of  Mahoning  county  and  the 
father  of  Germany,  born  in  1822.  He  was 
but  two  years  of  age  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Ohio,  and  after  reaching  manhood's 
estate  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  In 
1850  he  came  to  Atwater,  and  he  remained 
here  until  his  death  in  1893,  his  wife,  born  in 
1827,  surviving  until  the  year  of  1898.  John 
B.  Heiser  was  the  last  born  of  their  five  chil- 
dren, and  he  received  a  common  and  high 
school  education.  In  August  of  1884,  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  married  Jennie 
Garrison,  born  in  Deerfield  township,  and  she 
died  without  issue  in  1887.  In  September  of 
1889  he  wedded  Dena  Parham,  also  from  Deer- 
field  township,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Lyona  (Kipler)  Parham,  and  their  only  child 
is  a  daughter,  Mildred,  who  was  born  in  May 
of  1902.  They  also  have  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter, Vaughnie,  born  in  May  of  1895.  Mr. 
Heiser  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  at  Yale,  Ohio,  and  he  is  much 
interested  in  Sunday  school  work  as  a  teacher, 
and  has  also  served  as  the  steward  of  his 
church.  In  politics  he  upholds  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party. 

Harvey  Baldwin-  was  born  in  Bainbridge, 
Geauga  county.  Ohio,  April  14,  1823,  and  he 
is  a  representative  of  a  family  who  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  from  Danbury,  Connecti- 
cut, as  early  as  1806.  This  western  founder 
was  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Baldwin,  who 
journeyed  hither  with  a  team  of  horses,  cross- 
ing Lake  Erie  in  the  dead  of  winter  on  the  ice, 
and  locating  first  in  Cleveland.  Two  years 
later,  in  1808,  he  came  to  Aurora  and  bought 
about  400  acres  of  land  in  the  township,  in- 
cluding the  property  now  the  home  of  his 
grandson  Harvey.  He  became  prominently 
identified  with  much  of  the  early  history  of 
this  community,  and  reared  a  large  family  of 
sons,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Smith  Baldwin, 
served  as  the  first  sheriff  of  Cuyahoga  county. 
Another  of  these  sons,  Harvey  Baldwin,  who 
became  the  father  of  the  Harvey  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  De- 
cember 31.  1796.  While  in  Bainbridge,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1818.  he  married 
Laura  Kent,  born  March  2^,  1797,  and  they 
had  four  children — Laura  Ann,  Harvey,  Phi- 
lander and  Oscar  O.  The  second  wife  of 
Harvey  Baldwin  was  before  marriage  Lucinda 


Brown,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  there 
were  four  children  also  by  this  marriage — 
Ellen,  Belle,  Hester  A.  and  Wesley. 

Harvey  Baldwin  Jr.,  a  son  of  Harvey  and 
Laura  Baldwin,  attended  school  in  Aurora 
when  it  was  held  in  the  old  town  house,  and 
he  also  attended  school  in  the  town  of  Streets- 
boro.  His  father  moved  from  Bainbridge  to 
Aurora  when  he  was  but  four  years  old,  and 
after  leaving  school  he  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  here.  He  has  served  his  township  as  a 
trustee,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democratic 
voter.  On  the  23d  of  December,  1847,  in  Au- 
rora, he  was  married  to  Emily  Carver,  born  in 
this  township  November  8,  1823,  a  daughter  of 
Chester  and  Annie  (Eldridge)  Carver,  promi- 
nent old  residents  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
where  they  were  married  about  the  year  of 
1818.  Six  daughters  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baldwin,  the  eldest  being  Ella  F., 
who  was  born  September  11,  1848,  and  on  the 
1st  of  September,  1874,  in  Aurora,  she  was 
married  to  E.  R.  Merrell,  and  the  three  sons 
of  this  union  are  Ernest  Baldwin,  Richard  K. 
and  Gilbert  Harvey.  Alice  M.,  the  second 
daughter,  was  born  November  10,  1850,  and 
married,  on  August  25.  1869,  T.  A.  Gould, 
and  their  two  children  are,  Lee  Harvey,  born 
December  11.  1870,  and  Carrie  Edna,  born 
August  21,  1876.  Carrie  Estelle,  the  third 
daughter,  was  born  June  n,  1855,  and  died 
on  the  21st  of  March,  1871.  Hattie  Eulalia. 
born  August  24,  1858,  married  George  W. 
Snyder  June  10,  1906.  Anna  Laura,  born 
July  23,  i860,  married  on  the  1st  of  June,  1891, 
George  F.  Rehm,  and  their  son,  Vernon  F., 
was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  April  9,  1893. 
Mr.  Rehm  died  on  the  17th  of  November. 
1893,  a"d  on  the  14th  of  November.  1899,  she 
married  James  H.  Nichols,  who  died  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1908.  Minnie  Carver,  the 
youngest  of  the  six  daughters,  was  born  De- 
cember 17,  1862,  married  Frank  H.  Warren 
in  January.  1885.  and  died  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
March  1,  1891. 

James  W.  Copeland  has  long  been  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  life  of  Portage 
county,  where  he  and  his  son  Roy  now  own  a 
splendid  and  well  improved  estate  of  200  acres 
in  Charlestown  township,  but  he  is  a  native 
of  Ireland,  born  on  the  14th  of  February,  1842. 
He  was  but  a  youth  of  six  years,  however, 
when  he  came  with  his  parents.  John  and 
Agnes  (Wright)  Copeland,  to  this  country, 
arriving  in  New  York  on  the  5th  of  Xovem- 
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her.  1848.  The  father  became  a  land  owner 
in  this  country,  owning  an  estate  of  150  acres, 
and  the  son  James  remained  in  the  parental 
home  until  his  marriage,  on  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  to  Susan  Shalliday,  and  he  then 
began  for  himself  on  fifty-two  acres  of  land 
which  he  had  purchased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cope- 
land  have  become  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  four  daughters — Will,  David,  Bessie, 
Mary,  Stella  and  Belle  (twins),  and  Roy;  but 
David,  Stella  and  Belle  are  now  deceased. 
The  four  living,  children  are  married,  the  eld- 
est son.  Will,  living  in  Braceville,  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  and  Bessie,  Mary  and  Roy  are 
in  Portage  county.  They  also  have  six  grand- 
children— Harold,  James  and  Margery  Curtis, 
and  Eva,  Waldo  and  Kenneth  Copeland.  The 
daughter  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  W.  H.  Loomis. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Copeland  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  a  charter  member  of  the  Grange,  and 
a  member  of  and  a  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

W.  H.  Connor,  storekeeper  for  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad  shops  at  Painesville,  is 
a  native  son  of  that  city,  and  was  born  there 
March  30,  1867;  he  is  the  son  of  Mark  Con- 
nor, a  former  employe  of  the  same  company. 
Mark  Connor  came  from  Long  Island  to 
Painesville  about  1857 ;  he  was  employed  for 
several  years  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company,  formerly  called  Pittsburg  & 
Western  Railroad,  serving  as  foreman  in  the 
maintenance  of  way  department,  supervisor  of 
section  men,  etc.,  and  at  the  time  vessels  were 
loaded  and  unloaded  by  hand,  before  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  clock  company,  he  was  foreman 
of  this  work,  then  of  considerable  importance. 
For  some  years  before  his  death  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Painesville  Gas  Light  &  Coke 
Company.  He  died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight.  Alark  Connor  married  Elizabeth 
Nestor,  of  Hudson,  New  York;  she  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  by  the  death  of  her  father,  who 
was  a  cattle  drover,  and  while  shipping  to 
England  lie  was  killed  in  a  wreck  in  that  coun- 
try. Her  mother  had  died  a  few  days  after 
reaching  the  United  States.  Three  sisters  were 
left,  and  Elizabeth  lived  with  a  family  in  Hud- 
son. New  York.  She  afterwards*  visited  a 
sister  who  was  married  and  had  settled  in 
Painesville.  and  was  there  married,  having  for- 


merly met  her  husband  in  New  York.  She 
saw,  when  a  girl,  the  first  train  to  run  on  the 
track  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad.  She 
has  been  living  at  the  same  location  for  fifty 
years.  Mark  and  Elizabeth  (Nestor)  Connor 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
nine  are  living. 

W.  H.  Connor  as  a  boy  attended  the  public 
and  Catholic  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen entered  the  employ  of  the  nursery  firm 
of  Storrs  &  Harrison  Company,  remaining 
with  them  for  seven  years.  He  then  spent 
some  time  in  the  employ  of  Hill  Clutch  Com- 
pany, manufacturers  of  a  friction  clutch,  in 
the  capacity  of  assistant  superintendent  of 
their  works.  For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Con- 
nor has  been  identified  with  railroads,  begin- 
ning at  Alleghany  with  the  Pittsburg  &  West- 
ern road.  Since  September  1,  1904,  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Painesville,  identified  with 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  road,  of  which  he  is 
now  storekeeper,  having  three  assistants  in  his 
office  and  ten  outside  men  to  handle  material. 
The  stock  in  his  charge  sometimes  amounts  to 
$88,000,  and  in  one  month  he  has  issued  as 
much  as  $44,000  worth  of  material,  mostly  for 
the  use  of  the  Painesville  shops. 

Mr.  Connor  takes  a  keen  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  in  1905  was  the  registered  nomi- 
nee of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  office  of 
county  clerk,  though  the  Republican  sentiment 
in  the  county  overbore  him.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  county  central  committee, 
of  which  he  was  at  one  time  secretary,  and  he 
is  secretary  of  the  central  committee  of  Lake 
County  Law  Enforcement  Association.  He 
spent  considerable  time  and  energy  to  carry 
the  county  for  the  cause  of  temperance ;  the 
great  efforts  put  forth  in  this  direction  have 
resulted  in  great  benefit  for  the  railroad  em- 
ployes, as  well  as  many  others.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus, of  which  he  is  deputy  grand  knight.  Mr. 
Connor  married,  November  22,  1905.  Anna 
Gaffney,  of  Painesville,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children.  Gertrude  and  Mark. 

Willis  A.  Carlton. — Possessing  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  his  chosen  occupation,  and 
carrying  it  on  with  both  pleasure  and  profit. 
Willis  A.  Carlton  is  one  of  the  foremost  agri- 
culturists of  Lafayette  township.  Medina 
county.  His  farm,  which  is  finely  located,  is 
highly  improved,  and  has  a  substantial  dwell- 
ing   house,     two    good     barns,    and     is     well 
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equipped  with  all  the  necessary  modern  ma- 
chinery and  appliances  for  successfully  carry- 
ing on  his  chosen  work.  A  son  of  the  late 
William  A.  Carlton,  he  was  born  August  i, 
1861,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  com- 
ing, from  thrifty  Xew  England  ancestors,  the 
founder  of  the  Carlton  family  having  settled 
in   New   England  on  coming  to  this  country. 

Solomon  Carlton,  grandfather  of  Willis  A., 
was  born,  in  November,  1773,  in  Groton, 
Massachusetts,  and  there  spent  the  early  part 
of  his  life.  About  1804  or  1805  he  moved  to 
Saint  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  but  not 
liking  that  part  of  the  country  remained  there 
a  comparatively  short  time.  Coming  in  1827 
to  Portage  count}',  Ohio,  he  took  up  a  tract 
of  timbered  land,  erected  a  log  house  in  the 
woods,  and,  having  cleared  a  part  of  his  pur- 
chase, was  there  employed  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  his  death,  June  13,  1856.  He  married 
Nabby  Haven,  also  a  native  of  Groton,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they  reared  five  children — Solo- 
mon, Eri,  William  A.,  Rebecca  and  Betsy. 

William  A.  Carlton  was  born  February  7, 
1812,  near  Santa  Cruz,  on  an  island  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  river,  which  was  Canadian  soil,  and 
was  a  lad  of  about  fifteen  when  they  came  to 
Ohio.  He  was  a  sturdy  lad,  and  did  his  full 
share  of  cutting  down  the  huge  giants  of  the 
forest  and  assisting  his  parents  in  establishing 
a  home  in  the  wilds.  In  1834  he  bought  108 
acres  of  forest-covered  land  in  Lafayette  town- 
ship, Medina  count}-,  paying  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  an  acre.  The  ensuing  winter 
he  cleared  seven  acres  of  the  timber,  which  he 
planted  in  corn,  in  the  meantime  keeping  bach- 
elor's hall,  an  irksome  and  unsatisfactory  way 
of  living.  Taking  unto  himself  a  wife,  there- 
fore, he  continued  his  labors,  improving  a  good 
homestead,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death, 
January  20,  1899.  He  married,  November  11, 
1836,  one  of  his  old  schoolmates,  Lydia  A. 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Adams  township, 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Benajah 
C.  and  Nabby  (Sanger)  Thomas,  both  natives 
of  Connecticut,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Roxbury.  and  hers  in  Norwich,  the  Thomas 
family  being  of  Welsh  descent,  and  the  San- 
gers  of  French  origin.  She  was  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children — eight  sons  and  four 
daughters — eleven  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity.  Mrs.  William  A.  Carlton  died 
March  4,  1885.  fourteen  years  before  the  death 
of  her  husband.  Their  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Celia 
N.  died  in  August.   1899;  William  E.,  living 


in  Chatham  township;  Charles  A.  died  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  September  1, 
1870;  Franklin  H.  died  January  9,  1885;  Mary 
L.,  wife  of  I.  W.  Gates,  of  Lodi ;  George  W., 
a  farmer  in  Lafayette  township  ;  Julius  C.,  also 
a  farmer  in  Lafayette  township ;  Eli  S.,  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  also  of  Lafay- 
ette township;  Marvin  A.,  living  in  Chatham' 
township  ;  Lydia  A.  died  at  the  age  of  three 
months;  and  Willis  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  youngest  member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold, Willis  A.  Carlton  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  district  school,  after  which 
he  attended  high  school  one  term.  He  subse- 
quently taught  school  one  winter,  but  at  the 
death  of  his  father  turned  his  attention  en- 
tirely to  agriculture,  buying  out  the  interest 
of  the  remaining  heirs  in  the  home  farm,  which 
consists  of  141  acres  of  choice  land.  Here 
Mr.  Carlton  is  pursuing,  his  independent  occu- 
pation successfully,  making  a  specialty  of 
growing  sheep  for  their  wool,  and  likewise  for 
market,  producing  a  superior  quality  of  mut- 
ton. 

Mr.  Carlton  married,  in  1886,  Zildia  Eaken, 
of  Lafayette  township,  a  daughter  of  Abraham 
H.  and  Anna  E.  ( Smith )  Eaken.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton, 
namely :  C.  Wayne ;  Jesse  L.,  died  in  infancy ; 
Letha  Annitta  ;  Lillian  A. ;  Clayton  Howard  ; 
Floyd  Hiram  ;  and  Clarence  Ward,  who  died 
in, infancy.  Mrs.  Zildia  Carlton  died  Febru- 
ary 9,  1901,  leaving  an  unblemished  record  as 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  a  sincere  friend, 
and  a  conscientious  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church.  Mr.  Carlton  married  second, 
February  14,  1904,  Ella  I.  Knepper,  of  West- 
field  township,  Medina  county,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Alice  (Harrington)  Knepper,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Forest  Wayland  Carl- 
ton and  Genevieve  Elizabeth. 

William  Decker. — A  farmer  of  well- 
known  ability,  William  Decker,  of  Henrietta 
township,  Lorain  count}',  has  had  an  extended 
experience  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  may 
well  be  considered  an  authority  on  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  industry.  Born,  August  20. 
1875,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  he 
has  performed  his  full  share  in  bringing  the 
estate  to  its  present  state  of  good  cultivation, 
and  is  now  reaping  profitable  harvests  each 
season. 

His  father,  Emanuel  Decker,  was  born  in 
1837,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  at  the  age 
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of  ten  years  came  with  his  parents  to  this  coun- 
try, and  for  a  number  of  years  resided  in 
Brighton,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  wagon  maker.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  Henri- 
etta township,  and  immediately  began  the  pio- 
neer labor  of  redeeming  a  homestead  from  the 
wilderness.  Hopeful,  courageous  and  perse- 
vering, he  cleared  a  large  part  of  the  land, 
made  improvements  of  value,  and  here  lived, 
a  trustworthy  and  respected  citizen,  until  his 
death.  He  married  Elizabeth  Winger,  who 
was  born  in  1842.  in  Switzerland,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  Henrietta  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  in  1868.  Six  children  blessed 
their  union,  namely :  Frederick,  born  in  1872  ; 
Bertha,  born  in  1873;  William,  the  subject  of 
this  brief  biographical  sketch ;  Charles,  born 
May  15,  1877.  died  in  November,  1898 ;  Lydia, 
born  February  15,  1880,  died  October  25,  1895  ; 
and  Lewis  Arthur,  born  September  10,  1883. 
Succeeding  to  the  ownership  of  the  parental 
farm.  William  Decker  is  managing  it  with 
characteristic  enterprise  and  success.  He  has 
continued  the  improvements  already  begun, 
each  year  adding  to  the  value  of  his  property. 
Faithfully  performing  his  obligations  as  a 
loyal  citizen,  he  has  filled  various  official  posi- 
tions, having  served  as  constable  of  the  town- 
ship, and  for  ten  years  being  road  supervisor. 
Politically  he  is  identified  with  _the  Republican 
party,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Hen- 
rietta Grange.  Religiously  he  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Methodist  church. 

George  Reichard  Byers  stands  at  the  head 
of  a  large  industrial  enterprise  in  Ravenna,  and 
has  built  up  a  fine  trade  in  the  carriage  busi- 
ness. His  large  repository,  thirty  by  fifty 
feet  in  dimensions,  was  erected  in  1891,  and 
he  keeps  it  constantly  stocked  with  a  large 
and  well  selected  line  of  buggies  and  carriages. 

Mr.  Byers  was  born  in  Milton  township, 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  August  4,  1847,  a 
son  of  Frederick  and  Anna  (Reichard)  Byers, 
who  were  born  in  Guilford  township,  Frank- 
lin county,  Pennsylvania,  and  he-  is  a  grand- 
son of  Frederick  Byers,  also  from  Franklin 
county,  and  of  John  Reichard.  Mr.  Byers 
continued  on  at  the  home  farm  until  after  the 
death  of  both  his  parents,  attending  both  the 
district  schools,  and  after  his  father's  death 
he  purchased,  with  his  brother  John,  the  old 
Byers  farm  and  followed  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  In  1895  he  also  bought  three 
acres  of  land  just  south  of  Ravenna,  and 
thereon  he  built  his  home  in  1897,  and  in  the 


same  year  entered  upon  his  successful  career 
as  a  retail  dealer  in  buggies.  Previously,  in 
1891,  his  health  had  become  so  impaired  that 
it  was  necessary  to  abandon  the  work  of  the 
farm,  and  he  accordingly  engaged  in  his  pres- 
ent line  of  work.  He  has  also  been  a  school 
director. 

Willis  J.  Beckley. — Within  the  pages  of 
this  compilation  will  be  found  specific  mention 
of  citizens  who  stand  representative  in  the 
various  spheres  of  endeavor  which  touch  the 
welfare  and  designate  the  civic  status  of  the 
various  communities  of  the  fine  old  Western 
Reserve.  One  who  has  here  attained  to 
marked  precedence  as  a  member  of  the  bar 
of  Portage  county  and  who  is  engaged  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native 
city  is  Willis  J.  Beckley,  known  as  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Ravenna. 

Willis  John  Beckley  was  born  in  Ravenna 
on  the  6th  of  October,  1866,  and  is  a  scion,  in 
the  third  generation,  of  a  pioneer  family 
whose  name  is  honorably  and  prominently 
linked  with  the  annals  of  Portage  county.  His 
father,  Charles  A.  Beckley,  likewise  was  a 
native  of  Ravenna,  where  he  was  born  in 
the  year  1844,  and  he  was  a  son  of  Albert  W. 
and  Sarah  (Root)  Beckley,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Berlin,  Connecticut,  and 
the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Rootstown, 
Ohio.  In  1837  Albert  W.  Beckley  came  from 
Connecticut  to  Ohio  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Ravenna,  where  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Cyrus  Prentice,  who  was  one  of  the 
prominent  pioneer  merchants  of  this  section 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  In  1855  Mr.  Beck- 
ley purchased  the  store  and  hardware  busi- 
ness of  his  employer,  and  he  became  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  Portage  county.  He  continued  to  be 
identified  with  the  general  merchandise  busi- 
ness in  Ravenna  for  nearly  two  score  of 
years  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1889. 

Charles  A.  Beckley  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Ravenna,  to  whose  common  schools  he  was 
indebted  for  his  early  educational  training. 
As  a  youth  he  became  associated  with  his 
father's  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  was 
eventually  accorded  a  partnership,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  continued  the  enter- 
prise under  his  own  name  until  he,  too,  was 
called  from  the  scene  of  life's  endeavors,  April 
4,  1904.  His  estate  still  owns  the  business  and 
the  same  is  conducted  under  his  name.  The 
enterprise  has  thus  been  continued   for  more 
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than  half  a  century  without  interruption,  and 
the  present  commodious  and  attractive  head- 
quarters have  been  maintained  for  forty-three 
years.  Charles  A.  Beckley  was  a  man  of 
sterling  character,  strong  individuality,  pro- 
gressive ideas  and  utmost  civic  loyalty,  and 
he  was  thus  well  equipped  for  leadership  in 
local  affairs.  His  name  ever  stood  as  a  syno- 
nym of  invincible  integrity  and  honor,  and 
he  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  the 
community  in  which  his  entire  life  was  passed 
and  to  the  furtherance  of  whose  interests  he 
contributed  in  liberal  measure.  He  served  as 
a  member  of  the  city  council  and  was  other- 
wise prominent  in  public  affairs  of  a  local 
order.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Republican  party. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Root)  Beckley,  mother  of 
Charles  A.  Beckley,  was  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Clarissa  (Buell)  Root.  David  Root  was 
the  first  settler  at  Rootstown,  Portage  county, 
where  he  took  up  his  residence  in  1801,  be- 
fore the  admission  of  Ohio  to  the  Union.  His 
brother,  Ephraim  Root,  was  the  original  owner 
of  the  land  now  constituting  Rootstown  town- 
ship, which  was  named  in  honor  of  this  old 
and  influential  family  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. Ephraim  Root  also  became  the  owner 
of  other  extensive  tracts  of  land  in  the  Re- 
serve and  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  of  which 
he  was  secretary  for  many  years.  Due  record 
concerning  this  company  is  incorporated  in  the 
general  historical  department  of  this  publi- 
cation. 

.  In  the  year  1865  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Charles  A.  Beckley  to  Miss  Henri- 
etta Brigham,  who  likewise  was  born  in  Ra- 
venna, and  who  is  a  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Frances  (Barker)  Brigham,  who  came  from 
Vermont  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  an  early 
day  and  became  pioneers  of  Portage  county, 
where  they  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives. 
The  Brigham  family  is  of  stanch  English  ori- 
gin and  was  founded  in  Xew  England  in  the 
colonial  epoch  of  our  national  history.  Mrs. 
Beckley  survives  her  honored  husband  and, 
surrounded  by  a  wide  circle  of  cherished  and 
devoted  friends,  she  still  maintains  her  home 
in  Ravenna,  wbere  she  has  lived  from  the  time 
of  her  birth.  She  was  born  in  the  year  1848, 
and  has  thus  passed  the  sixty-first  mile-stone 
on  the  journey  of  life.  Of  her  three  children, 
Willis  J.  is  the  eldest  and  is  the  only  son. 
His  elder  sister,  Miss  Sarah  F.  Beckley.  is  a 
successful  and  popular  teacber  in  the  public 


schools  of  Ravenna;  and  the  younger  sister, 
Maude  J.,  is  the  wife  of  A."  H.  Webb,  of 
Ravenna. 

Willis  J.  Beckley.  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
city,  where  he  duly  availed  himself  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  public  schools.  He  was  grad- 
uated in  the  high  school  in  1883,  and  he  was 
then  matriculated  in  the  literary  department 
of  the  famous  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  in  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1889,  and  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy.  Thereafter  he  was  a  student  in 
the  law  department  of  his  alma  mater  for  one 
year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to 
Ravenna,  where  he  completed  his  law  studies 
under  effective  preceptorship  and  where  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  state  on 
the  1 8th  of  June,  1891.  He  has  since  been 
engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  his  native  city,  where  he  has  gained 
distinctive  success  as  a  strong  advocate  and 
able  counselor,  and  where  as  a  citizen  he  has 
admirably  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honored 
name  which  he  bears.  In  1898  Mr.  Beckley 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Portage 
county,  and  his  administration  was  so  effect- 
ive and  satisfactory  that  he  was  chosen  as  his 
own  successor  in  1901,  and  served  two  con- 
secutive terms,  during  which  he  rendered  ad- 
mirable service  as  a  public  prosecutor  and  ap- 
peared in  connection  with  many  important 
cases,  as  prosecuting  attorney  having  charge 
of  the  state's  interest  in  the  Goss,  Hickox  and 
Vaughn  murder  trials.  For  several  years  he 
held  the  office  of  city  solicitor.  In  politics  he 
is  arrayed  as  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples and  policies  for  which  the  Republican 
party  stands  sponsor,  and  in  its  cause  he  has 
rendered  yeoman  service  in  the  various  cam- 
paigns. In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  affil- 
iated with  the  lodge  and  chapter,  having  served 
as  master  of  the  lodge  and  high  priest  of  the 
chapter,  and  is  a  frater  in  the  commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  in  the  city  of  Akron.  He  is 
a  charter  member  of  Ravenna  Lodge.  No. 
1076.  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  had  the  distinction  of  serving  as  its 
first  exalted  ruler. 

In  the  year  1896  Mr.  Beckley  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lora  B.  Geiger,  daughter 
of  the  late  Captain  David  and  Hattie  (Shurtz) 
Geiger.  of  Ravenna.  No  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union.  Mr.  Beckley  is  essentially 
progressive    and   public-spirited   as    a   citizen 
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and  has  manifested  a  loyal  interest  in  all  that 
has  tended  to  conserve  the  advancement  and 
material  prosperity  of  his  native  city.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  a  number  of  manufacturing 
corporations  in  Ravenna  and  is  the  owner  of 
valuable  real  estate  in  this  city. 

Henry  J.  Knapp  was  born  January  10. 
1846,  in  Windsor,  on  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  is  a  son  of  Ely  and  Mabel  E. 
(Grant)  Knapp.  His  grandfather,  Moses 
Knapp,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate 
in  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  1783,  in  W7est  Stock- 
bridge,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and 
came  to  Cleveland  from  New  York  by  boat, 
intending  to  land  at  Ashtabula,  but  the  lake 
was  so  rough  that  the  boat  was  landed  in 
Cleveland.  This  was  in  1808,  and  he  settled 
in  North  Bloomfield,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  took  a  farm  in  the  woods.  He  mar- 
ried Laurina  Elliott,  and  their  children  were: 
Elliott,  served  two  terms  as  county  surveyor 
of  Trumbull  county,  now  deceased ;  Delight, 
deceased ;  Ely  ;  and  Horace,  deceased. 

Ely  Knapp  was  born  January  I,  181 5,  in 
New  York  state,  and  died  in  California  in 
1892.  Until  his  marriage  he  taught  school. 
He  married  April  16,  1840,  Mabel  E.  Grant, 
born  February  12,  1822,  died  January  1,  1865. 
and  thev  had  children  as  follows :  Ellen  Marv, 
Julia  L.,  Henrv  T-.  Elliott  M.,  Emily  and 
Mabel  C. 

When  fifteen  years.  Henry  J.  Knapp  tried 
to  enlist  and  was  rejected,  but  in  1862  he  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio;  he 
was  discharged  in  May.  1865.  He  was 
wounded  four  times,  and  spent  one  year  in  a 
hospital.  After  the  war  he  resumed  his  edu- 
cation, attending  Orwell  Academy.  He  was 
after  the  war  first  lieutenant  of  Company  F, 
Eighth  Ohio  National  Guards.  Later  Mr. 
Knapp  turned  his  efforts  in  the  direction  of 
farming,  and  now  owns  ninety-two  acres  of 
land,  which  he  has  improved,  and  has  some 
fine  stock.  He  keeps  Shropshire  sheep,  a  few 
blooded  Jersey  cows,  and  also  has  white  leg- 
horn chickens. 

Mr.  Knapp  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  local  public  affairs.  He 
served  formerly  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Police,  served  nine  years  consecutively  as 
township  trustee,  and  has  also  been  school 
director  and  road  supervisor.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  for 
twenty  years  he  has  served  as  church  trustee. 
Both  are  also  members  of  the  Grange.     Mr. 


Knapp  is  a  member  of  Hartsgrove  Lodge,  No. 
397,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
served  a  vear  as  chaplain.  He  belongs  to  C.  A. 
Eddy  Post,  No.  558,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, at  Windsor,  and  has  held  .every  office 
in  the  post;  he  served  three  years  as  com- 
mander, and  is  now  chaplain.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  C.  A.  Eddy  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
No.  164,  and  served  nine  years  as  secretary 
and  one  year  as  president. 

Air.  Knapp  married  Emily  Sackett  Land- 
pfear,  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Sarah  (Glad- 
ding 1  Sackett.  born  March  24,  1849.  Her 
parents  are  given  further  mention  under  the 
sketch  of  Skene  D.  Sackett,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Mr.  Knapp  and  his  wife  have 
four  daughters,  namely :  Eva  L.,  married  E. 
V>.  Alvord,  and  lives  in  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts ;  Mabel  E.,  married  and  lives  in  Middle- 
field,  Geauga  county.  Ohio  ;  Elinor  M.,  mar- 
ried Emory  St.  Clair,  and  lives  in  Springfield, 
Massachusetts ;  and  Ethel,  unmarried,  lives  at 
Warren,  Ohio. 

Skexe  Douglas  Sackett  was  born  in  1765, 
in  Xew  Milford,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  1852, 
in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  He  served  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  Revolution,  enlisting  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  in  the  Second  Regi- 
ment of  Connecticut,  under  the  name  of  Skene 
Douglas,  so  his  uncle  could  not  have  him  dis- 
charged. He  came  to  Painesville,  Ohio,  in 
1 801,  and  later  moved  to  Mesopotamia  town- 
ship, Trumbull  county,  in  1803.  He  married 
Hannah  Saxton,  and  their  children  were :  Gary, 
born  February  7,  1789,  died  February  13,  1866, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  mar- 
ried Julia  Adams ;  Polly,  born  December  25, 
1791,  died  November,  1855;  Elizabeth,  born 
September  7,  1793,  died  before  reaching  ma- 
turity ;  Marvin,  born  January  2^,  1796,  died 
in  infancy ;  Chauncey ;  and  Horace,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1803.  died  March  22.  1870. 

Chauncey  Sackett  was  born  April  28,  1798, 
and  died  October  9,  1863.  He  was  an  expert 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  his  work  was  in 
great  demand  on  account  of  its  neatness.  He 
was  very  conscientious  and  painstaking  in 
every  piece  of  work  he  turned  out.  He  was 
a  strong  Abolitionist,  and  his  house  was  one 
of  the  stations  of  the  "Underground  Railway." 
He  was  a  highly  respected  citizen,  and  his 
death  was  widely  mourned.  Mr.  Sackett  mar- 
ried, October  23,  1828,  Sarah  Gladding,  and 
thev  had  children  as  follows :  Hannah,  born 
October  3,  1831,  died  March  18,  1889;  Orse- 
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muSj  born  September  26,  1833,  died  June  10, 
1882;  Alary  A.,  born  .May  13,  1840,  lives  in 
Lnerry  Valley,  Ohio,  widow  of  Corvus  J. 
Gray,  a  farmer,  who  died  September  3,  1899; 
Lucy  E.,  born  October  31,  1845,  married  Leroy 
Simmons,  and  lives  in  Chicago,  Illinois;  Fred 
<;..  born  August  4.  1847,  married  Ida  A.  Hess, 
and  lives  in  Robinson,  Illinois  ;  Emily  F.,  born 
March  24,  1849,  married  Henry  J.  Knapp,  of 
Windsor  township;  and  Francis  J.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1856,  married  Maud  Achor,  is  a  trav- 
eling salesman,  and  lives  in  Cincinnati.  Fur- 
ther mention  is  made  of  Emily  F.,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sketch  of  her  husband,  Henry 
J.   Knapp,  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Buell  S.  Gillette,  an  enterprising  citizen 
and  business  man  of  Amherst,  Ohio,  is  a  native 
of  Lorain  county,  born  in  Avon  township  July 
20.  1848;  he  is  a  son  of  Gershom  and  Betsie 
(Moe)  Gillette,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and 
grandson  of  Gershom  Gillette,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Averon  and  Eliza  Moe,  also  of  Connecti- 
cut. The  Moe  and  Gillette  families  both  came 
to  Ohio  among  the  pioneers,  and  took  tim- 
ber land  in  Lorain  county.  Ger^nn  Gil- 
lette, Jr.,  was  married  in  Avon  township,  and 
was  employed  several  years  in  an  ashery, 
manufacturing  potash,  etc. ;  he  was  proprie- 
tor of  a  hotel  at  French  Creek,  Ohio,  ten  years, 
and  at  the  death  of  his  wife  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Coldwater,  Indiana,  where  he  died 
in  1889.  He  and  his  wife  were  parents  of 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  Buell 
was  the  youngest  child;  only  one  other  still 
survives — Elida,  Mrs.  Frantz,  of  Oakland,  Cal- 
ifornia. 

When  twelve  years  of  age,  Buell  S.  Gillette 
began  working  for  a  living,  being  first  em- 
ployed three  years  near  home,  in  a  livery  es- 
tablishment ;  he  spent  two  years  in  the  same 
kind  of  employment  at  Elyria,  and  then  came 
to  Amherst  to  live  with  a  sister  who  had 
there  started  a  millinery  business.  He  re- 
mained with  his  sister  three  years  and  she 
then  removed  to  California ;  Mr.  Gillette  was 
employed  in  a  hotel  two  years,  then  worked 
two  years  for  Mr.  Barber,  who  at  the  end  of 
two  years  sold  out  to  Mr.  McNiel,  who  con- 
ducted the  livery  business  four  years  and  in 
turn  sold  his  interest.  Mr.  Gillette  retaining 
his  position  and  working  three  years  for  the 
new  proprietor.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 
decided  to  begin  business  on  his  own  account, 
starting  with  only  a  horse,  which  he  traded 
to  good  account,  invested  his  monev,  and  bv 


excellent  management  and  untiring  industry 
came  to  have  an  establishment  of  his  own. 
Since  June,  1906,  Air.  Gillette  has  his  son.  Jay 
B.,  as  a  partner,  the  firm  name  being  B.  S. 
Gillette  &  Son.  The  livery  is  located  on  Ten- 
ney  street,  and  the  buildings  and  fittings  have 
been  so  improved  that  the  establishment  is 
the  finest  and  largest  of  its  kind  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Lorain  county,  the  equipment  consist- 
ing of  several  coaches,  a  funeral  car,  and  all 
other  accoutrements  of  a  first-class  livery  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Gillette  is  an  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing man,  and  is  indebted  to  his  own  efforts 
for  his  financial  success.  He  had  but  a  mea- 
ger education  in  his  early  youth,  but  attended 
night  school  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and 
is  an  intelligent,  public-spirited  citizen.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  affairs.  He  married,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1879,  Carrie  P.  Barney,  born  in  Am- 
herst township,  Lorain  county,  daughter  of 
Ormal  and  Eliza  Ann  (Crocker)  Barney,  na- 
tives of  New  England.  Mr.  Gillette  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Jay  B.,  at  home,  and  Clifford,  born  in  1889, 
died  in  1898.  Jay  B.  Gillette  married,  October 
11,   1905,  Cora  Irma  Sholton,  of  Brownhelm. 

William  N.  Collister. — A  man  of  me- 
chanical skill  and  ability,  possessing  excellent 
judgment  and  tact,  William  Collister  is  ren- 
dering his  fellow  citizens  appreciated  service 
as  superintendent  of  the  municipal  light  plant 
and  waterworks  at  Painesville,  Lake  county. 
He  is  one  of  a  family  of  three  children  born 
to  Nelson  and  Marion  (Russell)  Collister, 
namely :  Mrs.  Louisa  C.  Babcock,  deceased ; 
George  ;   and  William  N. 

Nelson  Collister  was  born  on  the  Isle  of 
Man  in  1831,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  in  1841, 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Painesville, 
Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  man's  estate.  A  nat- 
ural machinist,  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  and  carried  on  a  substantial  business 
for  many  years,  being  very  popular  with  all 
classes  of  people.  He  was  at  one  time  a 
partner  in  the  manufacturing  firm  of  Coe  & 
Anderson,  which  has  since  become  the  Coe 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Painesville. 

Orrin  B.  Cook  is  the  leading  liveryman  of 
Elyria,  and  he  is  a  native  son  of  Connecti- 
cut, boni  on  the  9th  of  February,  1861,  to 
Watson  and  Emma  (Wells)  Cook,  also  from 
that   commonwealth.     The   familv   home   was 
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at  Bloomfield,  near  the  city  of  Hartford,  Wat- 
son Cook  being  a  butcher  and  fanner  there. 
The  mother  died  at  that  home  many  years  ago, 
in  1869,  and  the  husband  survived  her  until 
1906,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Orrin  B.  Cook  was  reared  in  his  native 
state  of  Connecticut,  attending  the  common 
schools,  and  remaining  on  the  home  farm 
there  until  1881  ;  he  in  that  year  came  to  Ely- 
ria  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  joining  an 
uncle  and  brother  here,  and  for  a  time  he  was 
employed  at  the  Lorain  Brass  Works  and  for 
five  years  was  on  a  farm  in  Elyria  township. 
In  1891  he  came  to  this  city  to  take  charge  of 
the  livery  business  of  M.  A.  Pounds,  and  after 
conducting  that  business  for  fifteen  years  he, 
in  1906,  embarked  in  the  same  vocation  for 
himself,  and  he  has  met  with  flattering  suc- 
cess, and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  the  most 
popular  livery  barn  in  Elyria. 

Mr.  Cook  married  Ella  Warner,'  born  in  this 
city,  a  daughter  of  Charles  E.  Warner,  and 
their  three  children  are:  Edith  M.,  Florence 
L.  and  Ralph  W.  Mr.  Cook  is  a  member  of 
Elyria  Lodge  of  Eagles. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Langdon)  Hardy.  —  A 
woman  of  culture  and  accomplishments,  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Hardy,  widow  of  the  late  Lafayette 
R.  Hardy,  of  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  is  held  in  high  respect  throughout  the 
community  in  which  she  resides,  being  a  kind 
and  helpful  friend  and  a  genial  companion. 
She  was  born,  January  3,  1847,  in  Spring 
township,  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Her  mother  dying  when  Mary  E.  Langdon 
was  a  little  girl  of  ten  years,  she  was  well 
brought  up  by  her  father  and  relatives,  re- 
ceiving  excellent  educational  training.  She 
attended  the  Conneaut,  Ohio,  high  school  two 
years,  and  continued  her  studies  one  year 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  attending  the 
Chestnut  Hill  high  school.  Active  and  enter- 
prising,  she  subsequently  made  good  use  of 
her  talents,  learning  the  trades  of  a  hair 
dresser,  milliner  and  dressmaker,  and  kept 
busily  employed  until  her  marriage,  October 
28.  1877,  with  Lafayette  R.  Hardy. 

Lafayette  R.  Hardy  was  born,  March  25, 
1842.  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  died  on 
his  farm,  in  Pierpont  township,  August  30, 
1901.  He  came  from  New  England  ancestry, 
his  grandfather,  John  Hardy,  and  his  great- 
grandfather, Hans  Hardy,  having  been  born 
niul  bred  in  Vermont.  His  father,  William 
Hardy,  born  June  6,  1800,  in  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 


vania, came  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days,  took  up 
land  in  Ashtabula  county,  and  from  the  dense 
wilderness  reclaimed  a  good  homestead,  on 
which  he  resided,  contented  and  happy,  until 
his  death,  October  21,  1876.  He  married 
Olive  Reed,  who  was  born  July  1,  1801,  in 
Windsor,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  August  5,  i860.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Char- 
lotte, born  February  12,  1824,  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1907;  Betsey,  born  April  12,  1827,  died 
November  25,  1903 ;  Rhoda.  born  March  25, 
1830,  died  May  11,  1905:  William,  born  June 
1,  1833,  died  August  12,  1907;  George,  born 
June  26,  1837,  nves  m  Missouri ;  Sophronia, 
born  November  7,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Aldrich,  of  Pierpont  Center;  and  Lafayette  R. 
Never  very  robust,  Lafayette  R.  Hardy 
never  worked  very  much  on  the  farm  as  a 
boy,  but  after  leaving  the  Kingsville  high 
school,  where  he  completed  his  early  educa- 
tion, he  ran  a  livery  stable  for  a  while.  He 
subsequently  traveled  extensively  in  the  West 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  but  never  be- 
came physically  strong,  although  he  lived 
nearly  three  score  years.  He  was  an  up- 
right, honest  man,  highly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  his  death  was  a  loss  to 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  Mary 
Blanche,  the  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardy,  was  born  September  8,  1878.  She  was 
graduated  from  the  Pierpont  high  school,  and 
subsequently  taught  school  twenty-three  con- 
secutive terms,  being  successful  and  popular 
in  her  professional  work.  She  subsequently 
married  Alonzo  Anderson,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Greenville,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Hardy 
is  a  member  of  the  Pierpont  Congregational 
church  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  advan- 
cing its  interests. 

Charles  C.  Byers,  the  owner  and  proprie- 
tor of  Cherry  Hill,  one  of  the  splendid  resi- 
dence estates  in  Portage  county,  started  in 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
as  a  bridge  builder.  His  first  bridge  building 
work  was  with  the  A.  &  G.  W  Railroad  Com- 
pany, now  known  as  the  Erie  Company,  but 
after  one  year  in  that  occupation  he  traveled 
through  Kansas  and  other  western  states,  re- 
turning to  Ravenna  one  year  later  and  accept- 
ing the  position  of  fireman  on  the  A.  G.  W. 
Railroad.  Tie  continued  in  that  capacity  for 
six  years,  after  which  for  seven  years  be  was 
an  engineer,  and  then,  going  to  Virginia, 
served    in    the    same    capacity    for    the    Ohio 
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River  Railroad  Company  for  seven  years,  and 
then,  coming  again  to  Ravenna,  he,  with  his 
brother,  John  F.,  organized  the  John  F.  Byers 
Machine  Works,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  industrial  institutions  in  the  city. 
Charles  C.  Byers  is  its  largest  stockholder, 
and  is  the  vice  president  of  the  company, 
W.  S.  Krake  being  its  president,  and  Marvin 
Collins  its  secretary,  treasurer  and  general 
manager.  Mr.  Byers  was  a  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  John  F.  Byers  Machine  Company 
for  about  ten  years,  but  since  1890  has  lived 
practically  retired  from  an  active  business  life, 
his  home  being  a  modern  brick  residence  lo- 
cated on  a  tract  of  thirty-three  acres  in  the 
southern  part  of  Ravenna.  He  is  quite  ex- 
tensively interested  in  real  estate,  owning  both 
city  and  farm  property,  and  he  is  also  an 
enthusiastic  automobilist,  having  owned  at 
different  times  four  machines.  His  home, 
popularly  known  as  Cherry  Hill,  contains  one 
hundred  plum  trees,  man}'  apple  trees,  but  the 
cherry  is  its  principal  fruit. 

Mr.  Byers  was  born  at  Frederick,  Mahoning 
county,  ( )hio,  May  13.  1850,  a  son  of  Freder- 
ick and  Anna  M.  (Reichard)  Byers,  who  were 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania.  His 
grandfather,  Frederick  Byers,  also  from 
Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  during  an  early  period 
in  its  history,  and  founded  its  town  of  Fred- 
erick. He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  his 
day,  and  he  died  in  the  year  1854.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Reichard,  was  born 
in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  com- 
ing to  Frederick,  Ohio,  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  here,  and  died  in  1854.  Frederick 
Byers  and  Anna  Reichard  were  married  in 
Franklin  county,  and  after  coming  to  Fred- 
erick, this  state,  Mr.  Byers  became  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  horses  and  a  large  land  holder, 
owning  over  four  hundred  acres  in  that 
county.-  But  he  sold  his  possessions  there  in 
the  spring  of  1859,  and  came  to  Ravenna 
township,  and  buying  a  farm  just  south  of 
the  city  of  Ravenna,  he  resumed  his  stock- 
raising  interests  and  died  there  on  the  4th  of 
March,  [869,  his  wife  surviving  until  May  of 
1887.  Their  five  children  were :  Mary  C, 
who  died  in  1877;  John  F.,  deceased;  George 
R.,  of  Ravenna;  Charles  C. ;  Hattie  A.,  the 
wife  of  S.  A.  Trowbridge,  of  Cuyahoga  Falls. 

Charles  C.  Byers  married,  on  the  5th  of 
December,  1872,  Sadie  A.  Dawes,  who  was 
born  in  Atwater  township,  Portage  county, 
October  24,   1850,  a  daughter  of  Harry  and 


Sophia  (Valentine)  Dawes,  both  from  the 
mother  country  of  England.  Coming  to  the 
United  States,  they  located  in  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  in  1830,  and  the  father,  a 
farmer,  died  there  in  1865.  His  widow  reared 
their  nine  children,  and  since  1898  she  has 
made  her  home  with  them,  having  reached  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  Mr.  Byers  is  an  in- 
dependent political  voter,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order  at  Ravenna  and  of  the 
Knights  Templar  at  Parkersburg,  West  Vir- 
ginia. Previous  to  his  marriage  he  had 
bought  and  furnished  a  home  in  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  resided  there  until  1883, 
but  in  that  year  he  sold  his  Meadville  resi- 
dence and  moved  to  Parkersburg,  West  Vir- 
ginia, which  was  his  home  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  Since  then  he  has  maintained  his  resi- 
dence in  Ravenna.  No  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union. 

Adolph  Friedman. — One  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  popular  business  men  of  the  younger 
generation  in  the  thriving  village  of  Mantua, 
Portage  county,  is  Adolph  Friedman,  who  has 
gained  success  through  his  own  well  directed 
efforts  and  is  well  entitled  to  representation  in 
this  publication.  Mr.  Friedman  was  born  in 
Gyulahaz,  Austro-Hungary,  on  the  25th  of 
August,  1884,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Rose  Friedman,  both  natives  of  Austria,  where 
the  former  was  born  in  1850.  William  Fried- 
man came  to  America  in  1892  and  settled  in 
Cleveland,  his  wife  and  children  joining  him 
in  Cleveland  in  1896. 

Adolph  Friedman  secured  his  early  educa- 
tional training  in  his  native  land  and  was  a 
lad  of  twelve  years  at  the  time  of  accompanv- 
ing  his  mother  to  the  United  States.  In  Cleve- 
land he  attended  the  public  schools  for  three 
years,  within  which  he  familiarized  himself 
with  the  English  language.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in 
a  store  in  Cleveland,  and  later  he  there  con- 
ducted a  cut-flower  stand,  in  partnership  with 
William  Feniger.  They  were  thus  associated 
in  business  about  one  year  and  Mr.  Friedman 
thereafter  conducted  a  gents'  furnishing  busi- 
ness in  the  Ohio  metropolis  for  about  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he 
removed  to  Orwell,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  purchased  a  general  merchandise 
store,  which  he  successfully  conducted  tor  the 
ensuing  four  years,  at  the  "expiration  of  which 
in  1909,  he  removed  to  Mantua,  where  he 
bought  the  general  store  of  C.  H.  Bowen,  on 
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Main  street.  Here  he  has  built  up  a  substan- 
tial enterprise  and  his  well  appointed  estab- 
lishment receives  a  representative  patronage,  as 
he  has  gained  a  reputation  for  fair  and  honor- 
able dealing,  and  for  making  every  effort  to 
cater  to  the  demands  of  his  trade.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1907,  Mr.  Friedman 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose  Dembitz, 
who  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1883,  being  the  only  child  of 
Henry  and  Hannah  (Kretch)  Dembitz,  whose 
marriage  was  solemnized,  in  Cleveland,  August 
15,  1880.  Her  father  was  born  in  Hungary, 
February  23,  1853,  and  came  to  America  in 
1863.  He  served  for  a  number  of  years  in 
the  United  States  army,  having  enlisted  in  the 
Third  United  States  Cavalry  in  1870,  and  hav- 
ing served  under  General  Custer  in  the  west. 
in  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Emanuel  and  Helen 
(Klein)  Dembitz,  both  natives  of  Hungary, 
where  the  former  was  born  in  the  year  181 1. 
He  came  to  America  in  1889  and  settled  in 
New  York  City.  He  died  in  1898,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1856,  in  her  native  land.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Friedman 
was  Henry  Dembitz,  who  passed  his  entire 
life  in  Hungary,  as  did  also  the  maternal  great- 
grandfather. Marcus  Klein.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Friedman  have  one  child,  Alvin,  who  was  born 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1908. 

Robert  C.  Campbell  is  farming  one  of  the 
historic  old  places  of  Portage  county,  a  place 
which  his  father  cleared  and  improved  many 
years  ago,  and  the  son  is  continuing  the  work 
with  the  same  ability  and  success  manifested 
by  his  father  in  pioneer  days.  Born  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1879,  he  is  a  son  of  Joel  Cur- 
tis and  Louisa  A.  (Allison)  Campbell,  the 
father  from  Charlestown,  Ohio,  and  the  mother 
from  Pennsylvania.  His  grandparents  on  the 
paternal  side,  Homer  and  Prudence  Campbell, 
came  here  from  Massachusetts  and  became 
large  land  owners,  Homer  Campbell  having 
owned  farms  in  both  Charlestown  and  Edin- 
burg  townships.  The  son,  Joel  Curtis,  how- 
ever, shifted  for  himself  from  the  time  he  was 
a  small  boy,  and  as  a  youth  of  twenty-one  he 
purchased  his  first  farm  of  190  acres,  which 
is  located  along  the  old  canal  bed  for  a  half 
mile.  This  farm  is  historic  from  the  fact  that 
here  former  President  Garfield  trod  up  and 
down  the  tow  path  during  his  early  youth. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  this  original 
purchase  yet  remains  in  the  Campbell  name, 


and  in  the  years  which  have  since  come  and 
gone,  five  mills,  five  store  buildings,  a  black- 
smith shop  and  a  carpenter  shop  have  since 
been  erected  on  the  land,  and  the  ruins  of  the 
old  still  yet  lie  in  the  creek  bed.  Joel  C. 
Campbell  cleared  this  place  from  its  native 
growth  of  timber,  and  he  lived  and  labored 
for  the  interests  of  his  family  and  community 
for  many  years,  and  finally  passed  to  his  re- 
ward, rich  in  years  of  faithful  service  and 
duties  well  performed.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Joel  C.  and  Louisa  Campbell — Robert 
C.  and  Richard  T.  Joel  C.  Campbell  had  mar- 
ried first,  Harriet  Long,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children:  Fred  J.,  and  Sylvia  E.,  who  was 
married  to  William  Turnbull. 

Robert  C.  Campbell  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  during  their  lives,  and  after  their 
death  inherited  his  farm  in  Charlestown  town- 
ship. His  home  is  rich  in  relics  of  his  ances- 
tors, and  among  these  cherished  possessions  is 
the  old  family  Bible  issued  in  1812.  In  poli- 
tics he  upholds  the  principles  of  his  family,  the 
Democratic,  and  he  is  also  upholding  the  hon- 
ored familv  name  for  good  citizenship  and 
worth  of  character. 

Henry  John  Haiix  was  born  in  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  April  20,  1868, 
a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Holtzhauer)  Hahn. 
John  Hahn  was  born  in  Kalkobst,  Germany, 
and  his  wife  was  born  in  Flessen-Kassel,  Ger- 
many. John  Hahtrs  parents  emigrated  to 
America  in  1838,  coming,  in  a  sailing  vessel 
to  New  York ;  they  settled  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, where  they  bought  timber  land,  which 
they  cleared  and  cultivated. 

John  Hahn  was  born  in  1837  and  married 
in  Amherst  in  1864;  his  wife  came  to  Amherst 
in  1862.  when  twenty-four  years  of  age.  They 
settled  in  Amherst,  and  he  was  employed  in 
a  stone  quarry  and  was  also  a  teamster.  He 
purchased  a  farm  in  Elyria  township,  which 
he  sold  ten  vears  later  and  bought  a  farm  in 
Amherst  township.  He  was  killed  by  falling 
from  a  load  of  hay  on  December  4,  1903,  and 
his  wife  died  in  November,  1900.  They  had 
four  children,  namely:  Mary.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Ste- 
venson, of  Brownhelm  township ;  Henry  J. ; 
Charles,  of  Wellington.  Ohio ;  and  Elizabeth. 
a  teacher  in  Elyria,  Ohio. 

Henry  J.  Hahn  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  afterward 
was  employed  at  farm  work  for  eight  years, 
except  for  four  months  when  he  attended  the 
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district  school.  He  attended  Oberlin  Busi- 
ness College  during  the  winter  of  1892-3  and 
then  worked  about  a  year  as  clerk  in  a  grocery 
ston.  For  three  years  he  was  employed  in 
various  capacities,  and  then  he  established  him- 
self in  business  in  a  general  store  at  South 
Amherst,  where  he  remained  three  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  fifty  acres 
of  the  Sackett  estate  in  the  southern  part  of 
Amherst  township ;  he  has  improved  and  re- 
modeled the  buildings,  and  carries  on  general 
farming.  Mr.  Halm  is  an  enterprising,  pro- 
gressive farmer,  and  has  been  markedly  suc- 
cessful ;  he  raises  some  stock  and  keeps  a  dairy. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  and 
politically  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Plato 
Lodge,  No.  203,  and  of  Hickory  Tree  Grange, 
•of  Amherst. 

Mr.  Hahn  married,  November  2^,  1898, 
Angie  Remington,  born  in  Amherst  township 
February  25,  1869;  she  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  and  spent  one  year  at  the  high 
school  of  Geneva,  Ohio.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Marie  (Spencer)  Remington,  the 
former  born  in  Amherst  and  his  wife  in  La- 
grange township.  His  parents  were  Henry* 
and  Matilda  (  Williams  )  Remington,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of 
Massachusetts ;  they  came  to  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  with  two  yoke  of 
oxen  and  one  horse,  in  1822,  starting  in  Febru- 
ary and  arriving  in  March.  John  Remington's 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Eliel  and  Angeline 
( Rockwood)  Spencer,  the  former  born  in 
Genesee  county,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in 
Jefferson  county,  New  York ;  he  was  born  in 
180Q  and  came  to  Lagrange  township  in  1830, 
and  she  was  born  in  1814  and  came  to  La- 
grange township  in  1826.  Mr.  Hahn  and  his 
wife  have  been  blessed  with  children  as  fol- 
lows :  Harry  John,  born  November  6,  1899 ; 
Fern  Remington,  May  20,  1903 ;  Ralph  Spen- 
cer, December  25,  1904;  and  Grace  Louise. 
September  3,  1907. 

J.  M.  Plaisted  is  a  native  of  Lake  county, 
having  been  born  at  Kirtland,  February  9, 
1839;  he  is  the  son  of  Roger  and  Susan  (  An- 
drews) Plaisted,  who  were  both  residents  of 
Maine,  and  were  married  in  that  state.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  settling  at  Kirtland  in  1832. 
Roger  Plaisted  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  in 
the  years  1832-3-4  helped  build  the  Mormon 
Temple,  which  was  completed  in  1834.     Later 


he  purchased  a  farm  near  Kirtland.  in  the 
woods,  on  which  he  lived  for  forty  years, 
working  some  at  his  trade.  He  was  a  good 
mechanic.  In  his  later  years  he  sold  his  farm 
and  lived  in  the  village  of  Kirtland.  He  did 
not  care  for  public  office,  preferring  to  spend 
his  time  in  the  interest  of  his  own  business 
affairs.  Upon  coming  to  Lake  county  he  was 
not  unfavorable  to  the  Mormons,  but  after  liv- 
ing among,  them  and  observing  their  beliefs 
and  practices,  he  became  bitterly  opposed  to 
their  faith ;  while  he  did  not  seek  to  annoy 
them  in  any  way.  when  his  indignation  was 
aroused  he  fought  against  them.  In  the  old 
Mormon  Temple  polygamy  was  preached,  and 
this  was  very  repugnant  to  many.  He  finally 
embraced  the  faith  of  spiritualism,  and  died 
in  this  belief.  His  death  occurred  in  1877,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  his  wife  died  in 
1879,  a&ed  seventy-nine.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, namely :  Martha,  became  Mrs.  Brooks, 
and  resides  in  Kirtland ;  Joseph  M. ;  and  Will- 
iam H.,  who  was  a  farmer  in  Kirtland,  and 
died  in  1908,  aged  sixty-eight,  leaving  three 
children.     His  wife  is  also  dead. 

Joseph  M.  Plaisted  lived  on  the  farm  at 
South  Kirtland  with  his  parents  about  six 
years,  and  from  his  father  learned  the  trade 
of  mason.  He  also  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter. He  spent  thirteen  months,  from  Au- 
gust, 1863,  to  September,  1864,  in  the  United 
States  navy,  and  he  served  in  the  United 
States  gunboat  Carondelet,  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  took  part  in  several  engagements. 
He  served  in  the  expedition  under  General 
l!anks.  After  his  time  had  expired  he  was 
wounded  while  in  retreat  down  the  river,  and 
this  has  left  him  with  a  permanent  lameness. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  to  South  Kirt- 
land, where  he  again  engaged  in  work  at  the 
mason's  trade,  which  has  since  been  his  occu- 
pation. He  is  a  contractor  as  well  as  mason, 
and  erected  the  first  large  bank  building  at 
Willoughby,  Ohio.  However,  he  generally 
prefers  working  for  other  contractors.  After 
the  death  of  his  parents  he  left  his  native  town, 
and  in  March.  1889,  settled  in  Painesville, 
which  has  since  been  his  home. 

Mr.  Plaisted  follows  the  opinions  of  his 
father  in  being  bitterly  opposed  to  the  prac- 
tices of  the  Mormons.  However,  he  can  not 
embrace  the  faith  of  spiritualism,  and  is  not 
a  believer  in  the  supernatural.  He  is  well  in- 
formed and  a  deep  thinker,  and  his  belief  is 
that  events  come  about  through  natural  pro- 
cesses, that  no  great  power  is  interfering  with 
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the  natural  course  of  nature  and  nature's  laws. 
In  political  opinions  he  generally  favors  the 
Republican  party,  though  he  is  able  to  see  good 
in  all  parties,  and  prefers  to  do  his  own  think- 
ing and  form  his  own  opinions.  However,  he 
does  not  care  for  public  office.  He  is  a  Mason, 
having  been  for  forty-four  years  a  member  of 
the  blue  lodge. 

Lemuel  H.  Kimball.— It  may  well  be  said 
that  the  patent  of  nobility  which  rested  its 
honors  and  distinction  in  the  person  of  the 
late  Lemuel  H.  Kimball  came  from  high  au- 
thority, since  it  was  based  on  fine  character 
and  marked  ability.  His  life  was  marked  by 
valuable  and  generous  accomplishment  along 
practical,  productive  lines,  and  his  measure  of 
success  was  large;  but  greater  than  this  was 
the  intrinsic  loyalty  to  principle,  the  deep 
human  sympathy  and  the  broad  intellectuality 
that  designated  the  man  as  he  was.  His  career 
as  a  business  man  and  a  citizen  was  such  as  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  others  as  well  as  him- 
self, and  he  had  a  high  sense  of  his  steward- 
ship, though  at  all  times  significantly  free  from 
ostentation.  His  was  the  reserve  that  indi- 
cates fine  mental  and  moral  fiber,  and  he 
wielded  much  influence  in  the  community  in 
which  his  entire  life  was  passed,  his  death 
having  occurred  in  his  home  in  the  village  of 
Madison,  Lake  county,  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1909.  In  usefulness  to  the  community  he 
surpassed  many  another  man  who  has  attained 
to  more  publicity.  Measured  by  the  good  he 
accomplished,  his  life  was  a  benefaction,  and 
its  usefulness  continues  cumulative  now  that 
he  has  passed  away,  venerable  in  years  and 
secure  in  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Lemuel  Hastings  Kimball  came  of  stanch' 
New  England  Puritan  stock  and  was  a  scion 
of  a  family  founded  in  America  in  the  early 
colonial  era.  The  lineage  is  traced  in  a  direct 
way  to  Richard  Kimball,  who  came  from  Ips- 
wich, Suffolk  county.  England,  and  settled  at 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  1634.  In  1636 
he  removed  to  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  named 
in  honor  of  his  old  home  in  England,  and 
there  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  22d  of  June,  1675.  Rec- 
ords extant  bear  evidence  that  he  was  a  sturdy 
Puritan,  devout  in  his  religious  views  and  ef- 
forts, well-to-do  according  to  the  standard  of 
the  locality  and  period,  and  prominent  and  in- 
fluential in  the  affairs  of  the  new  settlement. 

Lemuel  H.  Kimball  was  born  in  the  old 
homestead  of  the   family   in    Madison    village. 


Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1833,  and  was  a  representative  of  the  third 
generation  of  the  family  in  this  favored  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  Reserve,  with  whose  his- 
tory the  name  has  been  prominently  and  hon- 
orably linked  for  a  consecutive  period  of  nearly 
a  century,  implying  that  the  family  was  among 
the  earliest  to  make  settlement  in  Lake  county, 
whose  development  and  upbuilding  have  been 
signally  forwarded  by  the  members  of  this 
well  known  family,  as  one  generation  has  fol- 
lowed another  on  to  the  stage  of  life's  activi- 
ties. 

Abel  Kimball,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  was  born  in  Rindge,  New  Hamp- 
shire, on  the  18th  of  January,  1801,  and  about 
a  decade  later,  in  1812,  his  parents  removed 
from  New  England  to  the  fine  old  Western 
Reserve  of  Ohio,  settling  in  Madison  town- 
ship, Lake  county,  with  whose  annals  the  name 
has  been  identified  during  the  long  intervening 
years.  Here  Abel  Kimball  was  reared  to  man- 
hood amidst  the  conditions  and  influences  of 
the  pioneer  epoch,  receiving  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  locality  afforded,  and  early 
manifesting  the  most  virile  and  generous  at- 
tributes of  character.  Here  he  lived  and  la- 
bored for  nearly  seventy  years,  devoting  his 
attention  largely  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
becoming  a  man  of  much  prominence  and  in- 
fluence in  the  community.  His  father,  Lemuel 
Kimball,  likewise  had  been  a  citizen  of  ster- 
ling character  and  marked  influence,  contribut- 
ing his  quota  to  the  material  and  social  devel- 
opment of  the  section  in  which  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  as  did  also  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Cutler.  Gen- 
eral Abel  Kimball,  as  he  was  familiarly  known, 
was  called  upon  to  serve  in  many  positions 
of  public  trust  and  responsibility  and  was  well 
known  throughout  the  Western  Reserve  as  a 
man  of  distinctive  ability  and  of  impregnable 
integrity  of  character,  so  that  he  well  merited 
the  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem  in  which 
he  was  uniformly  held.  In  the  early  history  of 
the  Western  Reserve  much  attention  was  here 
paid  to  military  affairs,  the  interest  in  the  same 
being  heightened  by  the  war  of  1812,  which 
so  closely  touched  this  section,  and  General 
Kimball  early  became  prominent  in  connection 
with  the  state  militia,  to  which  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  voting  men  of  the  day  belonged, 
"training  days"  being  events  of  marked  popu- 
lar interest  and  local  celebrity.  As  a  young 
man  General  Kimball  effected  the  organization 
of  a  militia  company,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
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commander,  and  through  the  regular  grades  of 
promotion  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  brigadier 
general,  which  gave  him  the  title  by  which  he 
was  known  throughout  the  residue  of  his  long 
and  useful  life.  He  served  two  terms  as  sher- 
iff of  Lake  county  and  he  also  represented  the 
county  for  three  terms  in  the  state  legislature. 
He  also  gave  valuable  service  of  more  local 
order,  having  been  incumbent  of  the  offices  of 
township  trustee,  real  estate  appraiser  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  in  Madison  township,  and 
having  served  in  the  last  mentioned  capacity 
for  several  terms.  He  exerted  much  influence 
in  connection  with  the  promotion  and  carry- 
ing through  of  public  and  semi-public  enter- 
prises that  greatly  conserved  the  progress  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  While  a  member  of 
the  legislature  he  obtained  voluntarily,  unso- 
licited by  his  constituents,  the  charter  for  the 
Cleveland.  Painesville  &  Ashtabula  Railroad, 
whose  line  is  now  a  part  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  system.  He  designated 
the  incorporators  of  the  same  and  was  actively 
identified  with  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany, securing  subscriptions  to  its  capital  stock 
and  also  the  right  of  way  for  the  road.  He 
presided  at  the  meeting,  in  Cleveland,  at  which 
the  company  was  formally  organized,  and  he 
thereafter  continued  to  serve  as  treasurer  of 
the  corporation  until  the  infirmities  of  advanc- 
ing years  prompted  his  voluntary  retirement 
from  the  office.  General  Kimball  was  a  zeal- 
ous supporter  of  every  local  measure  and  un- 
dertaking tending  to  advance  the  best  interests 
of  the  community,  giving  a  specially  active 
support  to  religious  and  educational  objects. 
In  the  home  of  his  father  was  organized  the 
first  church  in  Madison  township  and  he  him- 
self united  with  the  second  church  in  the  town- 
ship on  the  ist  of  March,  1834,  this  being  the 
Central  Congregational  church.  About  1855, 
as  the  result  of  an  injury  that  seemed  slight 
at  the  time  but  which  developed  into  perma- 
nent spinal  trouble,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  legs, 
and  he  was  confined  to  his  chair  during  the 
last  seventeen  years  of  his  life,  bearing  his 
affliction  with  fortitude  and  equanimity,  born 
of  a  strong  and  faithful  nature.  He  was  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  in  July.  1880.  On 
the  26th  of  September,  1830.  General  Kimball 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Philena  Hast- 
ings, who  was  born  at  Greenfield,  Massachu- 
setts, June  13.  1800.  She  died  in  1887.  Lem- 
uel H.  Kimball  was  the  first  in  order  of  birth 
and  was  the  only  child  who  grew  to  manhood. 
A  brother,  Addison  Russell,  died  in  infancy. 


In  view  of  the  migratory  tendency  of  the 
average  American  of  the  present  day,  there  is 
special  satisfaction  in  noting  the  more  salient 
points  in  the  career  of  one  who  found  ample 
scope  for  the  utilization  of  his  powers  and  also 
eminent  individual  solace  and  gratification  in 
remaining  in  the  place  of  his  birth  continu- 
ously until  he  was  called  forward  to  the  "land 
of  the  leal,"  nearly  four  score  years  later.  This 
is  true  of  Lemuel  Hastings  Kimball,  to  whom 
this  sketch  is  dedicated  and  who  was  nearly 
seventy-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
demise.  In  his  life  and  labors  he  set  at  naught 
all  application  of  the  scriptural  aphorism  that 
"a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his 
own  country,"  for  he  fully  upheld  the  prestige 
of  the  honored  name  that  he  bore,  marked  the 
passing  years  with  good  works  and  generous 
accomplishment  in  connection  with  the  prac- 
tical affairs  of  life,  and  ever  commanded  the 
unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  was  born  and  reared  and 
in  which  he  was  content  to  remain  until  he 
was  summoned  to  his  final  reward. 

In  view  of  the  conditions  thus  existing,  it  is 
most  consistent,  as  well  as  gratifying,  to  be 
able  to  quote  from  an  appreciative  article  pub- 
lished in  a  Madison  paper  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  as  these  words  give  in  a  measure  the 
estimate  placed  upon  the  man  by  those  to 
whom  he  was  best  known :  "As  a  loyal  and 
public-spirited  citizen  Mr.  Kimball  has  fre- 
quently been  honored  with  positions  of  trust 
and  usefulness,  and  in  many  ways  the  com- 
munity has  felt  the  impress  of  his  ideas  and 
character.  At  the  organization  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Madison,  in  1875,  he  was 
elected  its  president,  and  he  remained  in  that 
office  continuously  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Thus  for  many  years  he  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  business  interests  of  Madison, 
in  which  the  integrity  of  his  character  and  his 
spirit  of  fairness  have  been  a  power  felt  by  all. 

"No  estimate  of  Mr.  Kimball's  life  would  be 
complete  that  did  not  give  large  recognition 
of  his  relationship  with  the  church.  It  was 
ever  a  matter  of  pride  with  him  that  the  first 
church  organized  in  Madison  township  was 
organized  in  the  home  of  his  grandfather, 
Lemuel  Kimball,  more  than  ninety-five  years 
ago.  This  old  homestead  was  the  site  of  that 
in  which  he  himself  resided  during  the  entire 
course  of  his  life.  Mr.  Kimball  united  with 
the  Central  Congregational  church  on  the  ist 
of  April.  1855.  and  as  clerk,  trustee.  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  deacon  he  held  some 
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official  position  in  this  church  during  most  of 
the  fifty-four  years  of  his  membership.  Surely 
no  member  coulcl  have  been  more  loyal  or 
had  a  deeper  interest  in  the  work  and  welfare 
of  the  church  than  did  he. 

"With  his  marriage,  at  Madison,  Ohio,  on 
the  18th  of  October,  1866.  to  Miss  Caroline 
Nash,  of  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  there  began 
a  home  life  that  through  more  than  forty  years, 
broken  only  by  her  death,  was  almost  ideal 
in  its  mutual  sympathies  and  perfect  confi- 
dence, while  the  generous  hospitality  of  the 
home  made  it  a  bright  spot  in  the  memories  of 
many,  far  and  near.  The  first  great  sorrow 
came  to  the  home  a  little  more  than  five  years 
ago.  when  the  oldest  son.  Homer  Nash  Kim- 
ball, loved  and  honored  by  all,  was  taken  away. 
Just  three  years  later  came  another  and  greater 
trial,  when  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  was 
called  to  the  other  world.  These  heavy  be- 
reavements were  patiently  and  courageously 
borne,  yet  as  time  went  on  Mr.  Kimball's  heart 
was  more  and  more  reaching  out  to  that  other 
land,  and  when,  after  months  of  failing 
strength  and  constant  pain,  the  summons 
came,  it  came  to  one  who  was  asking  to  be 
taken  home.  Madison  has  lost  in  Mr.  Kim- 
ball an  upright  business  man,  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  a  sincere  Christian  gentleman,  and  a 
generous,   helpful    friend  and   neighbor." 

It  may  be  said,  by  way  of  reversion  to  the 
earlier  life  of  Mr.  Kimball,  that  he  was  reared 
under  the  influences  of  the  farm  and  that  he 
never  withdrew  his  allegiance  from  the  great 
basic  industry  of  agriculture,  having  had  large 
farming  interests  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
education  in  a  preliminary  way  was  that  af- 
forded by  the  common  schools,  but  this  was 
broadened  and  amplified  by. wide  reading  and 
by  active  association  with  men  and  affairs. 
In  politics  Mr.  Kimball  was  a  stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  served  many  years  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Madison,  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  popular  education  and  in  providing 
the  best  facilities  available. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Nash)  Kimball,  a  woman  of 
gentle  and  gracious  personality,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  Taylor  Nash  and  Charlotte 
(  Frissell)  Nash.  Her  father  was  a  merchant 
at  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  was  a  man  of 
prominence  and  influence  in  his  community. 
and  continued  his  residence  in  Hinsdale  until 
his  death. 

In  conclusion  is  entered  brief  record  con- 
cerning the  children  of  Mr.  and   Mrs.   Kim- 


ball, all  having  been  born  in  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Madison :  Homer  Nash,  who  was 
born  October  n,  1867,  died  August  31,  1904, 
as  has  already  been  noted  in  a  preceding  para- 
graph ;  Abel  was  born  December  19,  1869 ; 
Leila  Helen  was  born  March  16,  1873;  Carl 
Russell  was  born  July  3,  1876;  and  Elizabeth 
Seaton  Kimball  was  born  January  11.  1880. 
All  of  the  children  were  educated  at  Oberlin 
College.  Carl  R.  Kimball  was  married  to 
Miss  Ethel  Felice  Sutton,  of  Saugatuck.  Mich- 
igan, on  the  30th  of  July.  1903,  and  the  other 
children  are  not  married,  continuing,  to  reside 
in  the  old  homestead,  endeared  to  them  by  the 
gracious  memories  and  associations  of  the  past. 
Abel  anil  Carl  R.  are  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware and  plumbing  business  in  Madison,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kimball  Brothers,  and  are 
representative  young  business  men  of  their 
native  county.  The  two  children  of  Carl  R. 
and  Ethel  F.  Kimball  are :  Warner  Hastings 
Kimball,  born  June  24,  1904,  and  Caroline 
Elizabeth  Kimball,  born  February  1,  1908. 

Porter  O.  Clark. — An  enterprising,  prac- 
tical and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Medina 
county,  Porter  O.  Clark  is  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  most  attractive  farms  in  the  vicinity  of 
Medina,  and  is  here  prosperously  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  exercising 
great  skill  and  good  judgment  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  valuable  property.  A  son  of  the 
late  Cyrus  E.  Clark,  he  was  born  June  12, 
1851,  on  the  parental  homestead,  in  Medina 
township,  of  pioneer  stock. 

The  branch  of  the  Clark  family  from  which 
he  is  descended  was  first  represented  in  the 
United  States  by  one.  William  Clark,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  to  this  country,  locating 
in  Connecticut.  In  1662,  in  company  with 
twenty-seven  young  men  from  Hartford. 
Windsor  and  Wethersfield.  Connecticut,  he 
founded  the  town  of  Haddam.  in  Middlesex 
county,  Connecticut,  becoming  one  of  its  orig- 
inal householders.  He  died  in  168 1.  in  Had- 
dam, leaving  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  all 
of  whom  were  born  before  his  removal  to 
Haddam.  His  property  at  his  death  was  val- 
ued at  £412.  The  line  from  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor to  the  present  generation  is  thus  traced : 
William  Clark  (1)  :  Sergeant  John  Clark  (2)  ; 
John  Clark  (3)  :  Deacon  Ebenezer  Clark  (4)  : 
Ebenezer  Clark  (5)  ;  Ebenezer  Clark  (6~). 
born  December  4,  1786.  married  Sally  San- 
ford,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield.  Connecticut. 
October   6,    1792.    came    in    1838    to    Medina 
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county,  Ohio,  settling  on  a  farm,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  years,  her  death  occur- 
ring in  1861,  and  his  in  1867. 

Cyrus  E.  Clark  was  born  February  22,  1819, 
in  Litchfield  county.  Connecticut,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in 
1838,  being  the  third  son  in  a  family  of  six 
children.  He  became  a  farmer  from  choice, 
and  was  quite  prominent  for  man)-  years  in 
public  affairs,  and  being  widely  known 
throughout  the  Western  Reserve.  He  died  at 
his  residence  in  Medina  in  1904,  honored  and 
respected  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He  mar- 
ried. May  31,  1847,  Harriet  A.  Oviatt,  who 
was  born  in  Washington  township,  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Caroline  (Mason)  Oviatt,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Elisha  Mason,  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  who  drew  a  pension  from 
the  government  for  his  brave  services.  Four 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  namely : 
Porter  O.,  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch; 
Fanny  R. ;  Arthur  L.,  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Winsted,  Connecticut ;  and  Frank- 
lin J.,  living  at  home.  Cyrus  E.  Clark  was 
an  active  and  successful  farmer,  living  three 
miles  northeast  of  Medina,  his  farm  containing 
180  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land. 

The  eldest  child  of  the  parental  household. 
Porter  O.  Clark  attended  first  the  district 
schools,  afterwards  pursuing  his  studies  for 
three  years  in  the  Medina  high  school,  and 
later  studying  in  Painesville  Academy  for  six 
months.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he  assisted  his 
father  for  two  years,  and  then  formed  a  part- 
nership with  him,  which  continued  a  number 
of  years.  Beginning  life  then  for  himself  in- 
dividually. Mr.  Clark  bought  seventy  acres  of 
land  in  Medina  township  and  managed  that, 
at  the  same  time  continuing,  to  assist  his  father. 
In  1893  he  bought  the  original  Clark  home- 
stead of  sixty-five  acres,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father  bought  sixty  acres  more,  and  has 
since  made  other  purchases,  having  now  in  his 
estate  195  acres  of  fertile  land,  well  adapted 
for  general  farming.  Mr.  Clark  is  practical 
and  progressive,  and  has  made  valuable  im- 
provements on  his  place,  having  erected,  in 
1 90 1,  his  large  barn,  forty  feet  by  seventy- 
two  feet,  with  twenty-feet  posts,  and  a  base- 
ment nine  feet  in  height,  used  for  protecting 
stock  in  winter.  Mr.  Clark  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  mixed  farming,  keeping  a  large  num- 
ber of  work  and  carriage  horses,  cows  and 
hogs,  and  each  season  raises  abundant  harvests 
of  corn,  hay  and  oats.     He  makes  a  specialty 


to  some  extent  of  dairying,  milking  a  number 
of  cows,  and  selling  the  products  of  his  dairy 
in  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Clark  married,  in  1891,  Alicia  Witter, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Huntley) 
Witter,  early  settlers  of  Medina  county,  and 
they  have  five  children,  namely:  Arthur  S., 
Howard  C,  Harriet  E.,  Eleanor  E.,  and  May 
A.  Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Clark  has 
served  a  number  of  terms  as  township  trustee, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  local  school  board. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  church. 

John  J.  Shreader,  of  Ravenna  township, 
Portage  county,  was  born  in  Hesse  Cassel, 
Germany,  July  19,  1840,  a  son  of  John  H. 
and  Anna  Barbara  (Hammer)  Shreader,  also 
from  Hesse  Cassel.  In  the  summer  of  1846 
the  family  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  and, 
locating  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  worked  as  a  weaver  there  until  his 
death  in  1898.  His  widow  had  died  in  April, 
1874,  at  the  home  of  her  son  John  in  Ravenna 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  There  were 
four  children  in  their  family,  namely:  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Becker,  a  widow,  living  in  Ravenna ; 
John  J.,  mentioned  below:  Conrad,  who  died 
in  1891  ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  on  the 
ocean,  and  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Clear- 
water, of  Industry,  Portage  county,  Ohio. 

John  J.  Shreader,  when  nine  years  of  age, 
went  with  his  mother  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  the  spring  of  185 1  the  mother 
with  all  her  children  came  via  the  canal  to 
Ravenna.  Ohio,  where  the  son  John  began 
work  at  farming.  Continuing  that  line  of 
work  until  sixteeen  years  of  age,  he  was  there- 
after, until  the  winter  of  i860,  employed  in  a 
brick  yard,  while  during  that  winter  he  at- 
tended grammar  school  in  Ravenna.  On  the 
17th  of  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Cotter's 
Artillery  at  Ravenna,  and,  going  to  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  command  took  part  in  its  first  en- 
gagement. On  the  6th  of  September  they 
were  reorganized  into  Battery  A,  and  com- 
manded by  Captain  Goodspeed  and  later  by 
Captain  Scovill.  After  reorganization  they 
were  sent  to  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  under 
General  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Shreader  also 
served  under  Rosecrans  and  others,  taking  part 
in  thirty-six  battles  and  engagements,  includ- 
ing those  of  Shiloh,  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Dallas,  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and 
others  of  note. 

In  September,   1861,  his  command  was  re- 
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enlisted  for  three  years,  and  they  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  their  discharge 
on  the  31st  of  July,  1865.  During  all  that 
time  Mr.  Shreader  was  never  wounded,  and 
although  taken  prisoner  at  Stone  River  he  was 
recaptured  by  his  own  men  within  ten  min- 
utes. He  served  three  months  in  West  Vir- 
ginia under  Cotter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1861, 
after  re-enlistment,  was  promoted  to  corporal. 
In  the  spring  of  1862,  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 
he  was  sent  to  a  hospital,  thence  to  Camp 
Denison,  and  then  home.  Joining  the  company 
at  Stevenson,  Alabama,  he  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Liberty  Gap  and  Chickamauga,  also 
skirmishes  in  eastern  Tennessee,  and  on  the 
4th  of  October,  1864,  was  appointed  a  ser- 
geant. Receiving  a  furlough  while  at  Bridge- 
port, he  rejoined  his  command  at  Pumpkin 
Vine  Creek,  and  on  the  6th  of  November,  1864, 
was  promoted  to  quartermaster  sergeant. 

After  the  close  of  his  service  in  the  Civil 
war  Mr.  Shreader  returned  to  Ravenna,  and 
learning  the  trade  of  a  house  painter  followed 
that  line  of  work  for  about  thirty  years,  both 
as  a  painter  and  contractor.  Purchasing  a 
farm  of  forty-five  acres  a  mile  and  a  half  south 
of  Ravenna,  he  moved  to  his  property  there  in 
1884,  and  has  since  been  occupied  in  farming 
his  place.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1866,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Charlotte  E.  Heeter,  who 
was  born  in  Ravenna  township  October  18, 
1842,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Matilda 
(Sapp)  Heeter,  the  father  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  mother  in  Indiana,  and  she  is 
a  granddaughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Hee- 
ter, from  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Isaac  and 
Rosanna  (Wagner)  Sapp,  from  Maryland. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shreader 
are :  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Albert  J., 
of  Ravenna,  a  prominent  painting  contractor; 
Henry  J.,  also  of  Ravenna  ;  and  Alice,  who  was 
born  June  11,  1880,  and  died  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1908.  Mr.  Shreader,  a  Republican  in 
politics,  served  as  a  member  of  the  Ravenna 
city  council  and  on  its  school  board.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  Encampment  at  Ravenna,  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Mcintosh  Post, 
No.  $27,  and  of  the  Disciple  church. 

Er..ui  B.  Pack. — A  lifelong  resident  of 
Ohio,  Elam  B.  Page  was  for  many  years 
identified  with  the  development  and  advance- 
ment of  its  prosperity,  and  held  a  position 
among  the  successful  farmers  of  Henrietta 
township,  Lorain  county,      lie  was  born   No- 


vember 13,  1841,  in  Willoughby,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  being  the  son  of  one  of  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. His  father,  the  late  Harvey  G.  Page, 
was  born  in  Hebron,  Grafton  county,  New 
Hampshire,  October  28,  1817,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  married  Julia  A. 
Fairchild  in  Willoughby,  Ohio,  September  26, 
1839,  who  was  born  in  Evansville,  Indiana, 
October  1,  1819.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
sided a  few  years  in  Lake  county,  from  there 
coming  with  his  family  to  Lorain  county. 
Finally  locating  in  Henrietta  township,  he 
was  here  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  and 
also  worked  as  a  bricklayer  and  stone  mason 
until  his  death,  in  1895.  He  was  the  father 
of  five  children,  namely:  Elam  B. ;  Lafay- 
ette, who  married  Mary  Crawford,  was  a  lo- 
comotive engineer,  and  was  killed  by  his  en- 
gine near  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  in  1869;  Lydia 
Josephine,  who  died  in  1896,  and  she  had  mar- 
ried Frank  Bartlett,  a  traveling  salesman ; 
Sarah  Jane,  Mrs.  Addison  W.  Griggs,  of  Well- 
ington, Ohio;  and  George  W.,  of  Welling- 
ton, married  Celia  Johnson. 

Elam  B.  Page  assisted  his  father  in  clear- 
ing a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  working  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  throughout  the  long  vaca- 
tions. He  was  a  studious  lad,  fond  of  his 
books,  and  received  good  educational  advan- 
tages. Succeeding  to  the  occupation  of  his 
ancestors,  he  devoted  his  energies  to  farming 
and  bridge  building,  which  he  continued  until 
his  death.  May  19,  1905. 

Mr.  Page  married,  February  24,  1870, 
Christiana  A.  Barhyte,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary K).  1843.  at  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York, 
a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Rosella  (Mapes) 
Barhyte,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  one  of  whom  died  at  birth,  while 
three  are  living,  namely :  Frank  E.,  born  in 
1873,  married  Lizzie  E.  Coates,  and  resides 
in  Elyria ;  Lulu  A.,  born  in  September,  1876, 
married  Omar  C.  Sanders,  and  resides  in  Hen- 
rietta;  and  Jennie  R.,  born  February  28,  1879, 
resides  with  her  mother.  Politically.  Mr.  Page 
invariably  supported  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  socially,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Henrietta  Grange. 

Horace  Aucev  is  an  esteemed  resident  of 
Perry  township,  Lake  county,  where  he  is 
prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  a  son  of  George  Abbey,  Jr.,  and  a  grand- 
son of  George  Abbey,  Sr.,  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  the  United  States,  becoming  a  pio- 
neer settler  of  Leroy  township,  Ohio. 
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Mr.  Abbey  married  Minnie  Mosher,  who 
was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1859, 
a  daughter  of  brave  old  Hugh  Mosher,  the 
noted  fifer,  who  came  from  a  family  distin- 
guished for  its  patriotism,  his  father,  Gideon 
Mosher,  having  been  a  veteran  of  the  war 
of  1812.  while  his  grandfather  Mosher,  Mrs. 
Abbey's  great-grandfather,  was  killed  on  the 
battlefield  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Hugh  Mosher  himself  served  a  year  in  the 
Civil  war,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  from 
which  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  Hugh  Mosher  was  born 
at  Perry,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  January  29, 
1819.  and  died  at  Brighton,  Ohio,  August 
15,  1892.  his  death  being  noted  in  the  papers 
throughout  the  country.  He  was  the  most 
celebrated  and  probably  the  best  fifer  in  north- 
ern Ohio,  and  at  his  funeral  his  coffin  was 
wreathed  in  the  American  flag,  upon  which 
lay  his  fife,  while  above  was  hung  the  picture 
in  which  he  appeared  as  fifer.  This  picture, 
the  masterpiece  of  the  famous  artist,  A.  M. 
Willard.  of  Cleveland,  entitled  "The  Spirit 
of  '76,"  has  three  figures  in  the  foreground. 
the  drummer  in  the  center  being  an  almost 
perfect  oortrait  of  his  father.  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
lard. a  Baptist  minister ;  the  boy  drummer  on 
his  right  was  found  in  the  person  of  Harry 
Devereaux.  son  of  General  J.  H.  Devereaux, 
an  officer  in  the  Civil  war,  while  the  fifer  on 
the  left  was,  as  previously  mentioned,  Hugh 
Mosher.  whose  picturesque  figure  stands  for 
an  exalted  type  of  patriotism. 

Henry  B.  Kishman,  a  successful  business 
man  of  Vermilion,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Black 
River  township,  Lorain  county,  July  17,  1848. 
He  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Martha  (Claus) 
Kishman.  the  former  a  native  of  Hesse  Cas- 
tle, Germany,  and  the  latter  of  Brownhelm 
township.  Mrs.  Kishman  was  a  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Catherine  (Greenwald)  Claus. 
Adam  Kishman  and  his  wife  had  six  sons 
and  six  daughters,  of  whom  Henrv  B.  is  the 
third  child. 

Henry  B.  Kishman  attended  the  public 
school  and  spent  a  short  time  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege. He  took  up  the  occupation  of  fisher- 
man when  eighteen  vears  of  age,  and  became 
a  large  dealer  in  fish.  In  this  enterprise  he 
has  been  very  successful,  and  March  1,  1909, 
the  Kishman  Fish  Company  was  formed,  being 
a  stock  company,  with  Mr.  Kishman  as  presi- 
dent;    he  is   also  manager  of  the   Vermilion 


office.  They  have  a  branch  office  at  Huron, 
of  which  Ed  W.  Kishman  is  manager;  he  is 
also  vice  president.  J.  W.  Nicholas,  of  Ely- 
ria,  Ohio,  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  They 
ship  fish  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  do  an 
enormous  business.  Henry  B.  Kishman  has 
been  the  president  of  the  Erie  County  Bank- 
ing Company  since  January,  1909. 

Mr.  Kishman  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  and  soon  after  built  a  house 
on  a  small  portion  of  the  home  farm  which 
his  father  gave  him.  He  is  an  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  stands  well  in 
the  community.  Mr.  Kishman  is  a  Democrat 
in  political  views,  and  has  served  as  township 
trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  Vermilion  Lodge, 
No.  424.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  of 
Brownhelm. 

On  March  15,  1883,  Mr.  Kishman  married 
Flora,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Harriet  Phelps. 
She  was  born  in  Brownhelm  township,  and 
her  parents  were  from  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Kishman  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely :  Clarence,  of  Lorain. 
Ohio ;  Harvey,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  and 
a  half  years  ;   and  Lester,  at  home. 

William  N.  Coons,  D.  O  —  One  of  the 
most  successful  exponents  of  the  beneficent 
system  of  osteopathy  in  the  state  of  Ohio  is 
Dr.  William  N.  Coons,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  village  of 
Medina,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  Coons'  In- 
stitute, a  fine  institution  founded  by  him  and 
equipped  with  the  most  approved  apparatus 
and  accessories  for  the  treatment  of  the  vari- 
ous disorders  of  humanity  according  to  the 
tenets  of  the  school  of  which  he  is  so  able  a 
representative. 

Dr.  Coons  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
having  been  born  on  the  parental  farmstead, 
in  La  Salle  county,  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1867,  and  being  a  son  of  Nelson  and  Maria 
(Messersmith)  Coons,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  near  Freehold,  New  York,  in  the 
picturesque  Catskill  region,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  Indiana.  Nelson  Coons 
was  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  La  Salle 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  developed  a  fine  farm 
and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to 
reside  until  their  death.  She  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  in  1900,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1902.  The  father  was  a  stanch  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which 
the    Republican    party    stands    sponsor,    being 
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one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  his  community 
and  one  who  ever  commanded  uniform  confi- 
dence and  esteem. 

Dr.  Coons  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
farm,  and  his  initial  experiences  in  connec- 
tion with  the  practical  duties  of  life  were  those 
incidental  to  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  was 
afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and  after  leaving  the 
same  he  was  employed  for  seven  years  on 
what  is  now  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas 
Railroad,  and  Illinois  Central,  where  he  held 
the  position  of  operator  and  agent  at  various 
locations  and  for  varying  intervals.  Upon  re- 
signing his  position  with  the  railroad  companv 
he  went  to  Kirksville,  Missouri,  where  he  en- 
tered the  American  School  of  Osteopathy,  in 
which  celebrated  institution,  the  parent  of  all 
others  in  the  Union,  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1899.  He  then  located 
at  Hiawatha  county,  Kansas,  where  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  until  March,  1902,  when  he  located 
in  Medina,  Ohio,  where  his  exceptional  ability 
as  an  exemplar  of  his  effective  school  of  prac- 
tice has  gained  and  retained  to  him  a  large 
and  representative  practice,  which  now  extends 
throughout  Medina  and  into  adjoining  coun- 
ties, from  which  patients  come  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  of  his  finely  equipped 
institute,  which  was  completed  in  1905,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $8,000.  The  building  is  a  two- 
story  structure.  It  has  the  best  of  sanitary 
facilities  and  the  most  modern  osteopathic  ap- 
pliances, including  electrical  devices  which  are 
undoubtedly  the  best  in  the  county.  The  doc- 
tor is  a  member  of  the  American  Association 
of  Osteopathy  and  also  of  the  Ohio  Osteo- 
pathic Society.  He  is  affiliated  with  Morning 
Star  Lodge,  No.  36,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  citizen 
of  much  public  spirit,  enjoying  marked  popu- 
larity in  the  attractive  little  city  with  whose 
interests  he  has  so  thoroughlv  identified  him- 
self. 

In  1897  Dr.  Coons  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Nettie  Rector,  of  New  Franklin,  Mis- 
souri, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Dale  C.    ' 

Edson  J.  Norton.— Noteworthy  among  the 
active  and  progressive  agriculturists  who  are 
skilfully  devoting  their  energies  to  the  care 
and  management  of  their  land  is  Edson  J. 
Norton,  of  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  who  evidently  possesses  a  good  under- 


standing of  the  best  ways  of  so  conducting 
his  chosen  vocation  as  to  secure  the  most 
profitable  results.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mer- 
ritt  Norton,  and  comes  from  substantial  New 
England  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  Timothy 
Norton,  born  in  Massachusetts  about  1780, 
was  an  early  settler  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
locating  in  Hartford  township,  Trumbull 
county,  where  his  five  children,  Merritt,  Hep- 
sie,  Nancy,  Celestia  and  Luther,  were  born. 

Merritt  Norton  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead  in  Hartford  township,  December 
25,  1820.  Succeeding  to  the  occupation  of 
his  ancestors,  he  took  up  wild  land  when  a 
young  man,  in  Fowler  township,  Trumbull 
county,  and  was  there  employed  in  tilling  the 
soil  until  his  death,  February  1,  1896.  He 
married  Diadama  Cratchley,  and  to  them  eight 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  Edson  J., 
the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch;  Rosa- 
lina,  wife  of  Charles  Lamson,  of  whom  a 
brief  biographical  notice  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work ;  Luther,  born  June  2,  1850,  married 
Harriet  Lamson,  and  died  January  31,  1896, 
leaving  two  children ;  Charlie,  born  in  1857, 
died  in  1877:  Lettie,  born  April  1,  1859,  mar- 
ried Harry  Cowan,  and  died  in  1879,  leaving 
two  children ;  Emerson,  born  January  28, 
1862,  now  living  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
married  Cora  Williams,  and  they  have  one 
daughter;  Allie,  born  February  9,  1872,  liv- 
ing in  Trumbull  county,  married  Mary  Cole, 
and  they  have  two  children ;  and  Freddie, 
born  in  1871,  lived  but  twelve  years. 

Born  on  the  home  farm  in  Fowler  town- 
ship, Trumbull  county,  September  10,  1846, 
Edson  J.  Norton  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  as  a  boy  became  familiar  with 
the  various  branches  of  agriculture.  He  is 
now  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  dairying  in  Pierpont  township,  Ashta- 
bula county,  having  a  finely  improved  farm  of 
seventy-six  acres. 

Mr.  Norton  married,  December  24,  1876, 
Theda  Lamson,  who  was  born  April  25.  1852, 
a  daughter  of  Willis  and  Nancy  (Greenwood) 
Lamson.  Their  only  child.  Cyril  C.  born 
September  24,  1877,  died  February  1.  1894. 
Mr.  Norton  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Grange.  Mr.  Norton  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  church,  to  which  Mrs. 
Norton  also  belongs,  and  served  as  trustee  for 
three  years,  while  for  six  years  Mrs.  Norton 
was  a  teacher  in  the  Sundav  school. 
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The  Hox.  Frank  Joseph  King  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Lorain,  one 
of  its  pioneers  and  one  of  the  best  mayors  the 
city  has  ever  had.  He  was  born  on  the  old 
King  farm  in  Avon  township,  Lorain  county, 
July  19,  1843,  a  son  °f  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(  Simmons)  King,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
England.  Henry  King  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1834,  and  purchased  from  the  Con- 
necticut Land  Company  the  farm  which  has 
remained  for  so  many  years  in  the  King  name. 
He  cleared  the  place  of  its  dense  growth  of 
timber,  erected  a  log  cabin  and  shortly  after- 
ward married,  and  it  was  in  that  log  cabin 
that  his  son  Frank  Joseph,  the  future  mayor 
of  Lorain,  was  born.  When  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  his  father  died,  and  he  continued 
attending  the  country  schools  for  two  more 
years.  At  that  time  he  began  teaching  school, 
teaching  for  several  years  during  the  winter 
months  and  working  on  the  farm  during  the 
summers,  and  during  that  time  he  saved  a 
sufficient  sum  to  enable  him  to  pursue  a  course 
of  two  years  in  the  Baldwin  University  at 
Berea,  Ohio,  he  having  rented  a  room  and 
boarded  himself  while  attending  college.  Re- 
turning home,  he  resumed  his  teaching  and 
farm  work  until  in  1863  he  entered  the  army, 
but  after  about  eight  months  was  discharged 
on  account  of  ill  health  contracted  while  on 
duty.  Again  he  resumed  his  teaching  and 
farming,  but  in  1876  he  left  the  farm  and 
moved  to  Lorain,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  city. 

Until  1893  Mr.  King  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  here,  and  from  that  time 
until  1900  he  devoted  his  attention  to  various 
business  interests.  In  the  year  last  mentioned 
he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Equal- 
ization of  Lorain,  and  as  such  was  requested 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  go  before 
the  State  Board  of  Equalization  to  secure  a 
reduction  in  the  city  tax  vote  for  Lorain.  In 
1902  he  was  elected  the  mayor  of  Lorain  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  although  this  city  is 
nominally  Republican,  and  he  was  twice  re- 
elected. When  he  took  charge  of  this  office 
the  city  tax  rate  was  thirty-seven  and  six- 
tenths  mills  on  the  dollar,  city  bonds  drawing 
four  and  one-half  per  cent  interest,  but  there 
were  no  demands  on  the  market  for  the  bonds 
and  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury,  but 
he  left  the  office  with  a  tax  rate  of  thirty-two 
and  two-tenths  mills,  with  a  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  short-term  bonds  selling  at  four  and 
one-half  per   cent,  bringing  a  premium,   and 


long-term  bonds  at  four  per  cent  also  bringing 
a  premium.  Public  improvements  generally 
were  given  an  impetus  under  his  administra- 
tion, and  he  is  conceded  to  be  the  best  mayor 
Lorain  has  ever  had,  a  disinterested  worker 
and  a  valued  official.  After  retiring  from  the 
position  he  traveled  extensively  in  the  Rocky 
mountains  and  over  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, but  in  the  fall  of  1909  he  was  again  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  office  of  mayor, 
and  was  elected. 

Mr.  King  married  Margaret  Ellen  Lee.  a 
member  of  the  prominent  old  New  England 
family  of  that  name,  her  ancestors  coming,  to 
this  country  before  the  American  Revolution, 
and  she  was  of  the  ninth  generation  of  the 
family  born  in  the  same  house,  built  before 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  yet  occupied. 
She  died  October  24,  1894,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  leaving  a  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
who  married  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Crowe,  now  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  at  Saline- 
ville,  Ohio. 

Adam  F.  Coleman,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Ravenna  township,  was  born  in  Greene 
township,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  January  21, 
1855,  anc'  his  father,  Adam  Coleman,  was 
born  at  the  same  place  April  24,  1822.  He 
was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Emerick) 
Coleman,  who  were  born  in  Union  county, 
Pennsylvania,  the  former  on  January  6,  1784, 
and  the  latter  on  May  6,  1788.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  state  of  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1807,  and  some  time  between  that  year 
and  181 1  they  made  the  journey  with  team  and 
wagon  to  what  was  then  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
but  which  later  formed  a  part  of  Summit  coun- 
ty, wdiere  they  were  farming  people  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Coleman  dying 
on  April  20,  1833,  and  his  wife  on  April  8, 
i860. 

Adam  Coleman,  their  son.  married  in  Sum- 
mit county,  Ohio,  May  9,  1843,  Sarah  Heck- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Pike  township,  Stark 
county,  this  state,  May  22,  1820,  a  daughter 
of  Michael  Heckman.  from  Pennsylvania. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman 
took  up  their  abode  in  Uniontown,  Ohio,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  of  wagon-making  for 
years,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  on  his  farm.  In  1881  he  sold  all  of 
his  property  in  Summit  county,  and  coming 
to  Ravenna  township,  in  Portage  county, 
bought  the  farm  on  which  he  and  his  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Cole- 
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man  dying-  there  on  August  29,  1884,  and  his 
wife  on  April  1.  1902.  Nine  of  their  children 
died  in  infancy,  and  two  lived  to  years  of  ma- 
turity— Adam  and  his  sister  Mary,  the  latter 
becoming  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Motz,  of  Ravenna 
township. 

Adam  F.  Coleman,  the  eighth  born  of  their 
children,  and  the  elder  of  the  two  living,  was 
never  away  from  his  mother  during  her  life- 
time with  the  exception  of  two  weeks,  and 
after  his  marriage  he  resided  on  the  home 
farm  until  the  spring  of  1899,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  forty-acre  tract  three  miles  south- 
west of  Ravenna,  and  in  addition  he  also  owns 
eighty-five  and  three-fourths  acres  of  the  old 
Coleman  farm  which  belonged  to  his  parents. 
General  farming  and  stock  raising  was  his 
life's  work,  but  in  1003  he  rented  his  land  and 
has  since  lived  practically  retired  from  a  busi- 
ness life.  He  married,  on  January  31,  1878, 
Ella  Christlieb.  who  was  born  in  Noble  county, 
Indiana,  March  21,  1857.  a  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Lydia  (Horner)  Christlieb,  natives 
respectively  of  Stark  county.  Ohio,  and  of 
York  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  mother  born 
on  October  15,  1833,  and  she  died  on  February 
•10.  1907.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Coleman  was  Jacob  Christlieb.  One  daughter 
was  born  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coleman.  Mary  Almeda,  who  was  born  on 
January  1,  J879,  and  became  the  wife  of  Nor- 
man N.  Wise.  They  were  married  on  February 
12,  1899,  and  their  only  child  died  within  seven 
days  of  its  birth.  They  reside  on  her  father's 
farm  near  Ravenna.  Mr.  Coleman  is  an 
independent  political  voter. 

Albert  Gershox  Sheldox  on  the  pat- 
ernal side  traces  his  descent  to  the  American 
founders,  Isaac  Sheldon,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  in  1636.  Thomas  Shel- 
don is  next  in  line  of  descent,  and  then  comes 
two  Isaacs,  while  in  direct  line  springs  Captain 
Ebenezer  Sheldon,  who  was  born  in  Suffield, 
Connecticut.  Commissioned  as  captain  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  he  served  as  a  minute 
man  in  the  first  regiment  of  Connecticut  state 
troops.  Among  his  sons  was  Gershon  Shel- 
don, born  January  4,  1788,  in  Suffield,  Con- 
necticut, and  by  his  marriage  to  Roxanna 
Russell,  who  was  born  March  10.  1792,  prob- 
ably at  Warrensville,  Ohio,  he  had  four 
children,  but  only  one,  Albert  Russell  Sheldon, 
lived  to  years  of  maturity.  Captain  Ebenezer 
Sheldon  was  the  founder  of  the  family  on  the 
Western  Reserve,  whither  he  arrived  on  Tune 


14,  1799,  and  together  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elias  Harmon,  he  erected  a  log  cabin.  In 
the  following  year  he  returned  to  Connecticut 
for  his  family,  and  on  the  return  journey, 
within  a  few  miles  of  Warren,  a  terrific  wind- 
storm blew  down  the  forest  trees  about  them 
until  they  were  obliged  to  chop  their  way  out 
with  axes.  Albert  Russell  Sheldon  was  born 
March  22,  1815,  on  the  farm  which  is  the 
home  farm  of  his  son,  Albert  Gershon,  and  he 
married  on  October  28,  1840,  in  Streetsboro, 
Ohio,  Cornelia  Dow.     She  was  born  August 

16,  1815,  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and 
their  marriage  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  five  children. 

Their  son,  Albert  G.  Sheldon,  was  born  at 
his  present  home  in  Aurora  township  January 

17.  1842,  and  in  his  youth  he  received  a  dis- 
trict school  training  and  a  course  at  Hiram 
College,  which  became  famous  through  its 
connection  with  former  president  of  the 
United  States  Garfield.  Leaving  college  in 
1 86 1  Mr.  Sheldon  returned  to  his  father's 
farm,  and  agriculture  has  since  been  his  life's 
occupation.  On  December  5,  1864,  in  Aurora, 
he  was  married  to  Sarah  Roxanna  Harmon, 
who  was  born  July  26,  1843,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Amelia  Minnie 
and  Bessie.  The  elder  daughter,  born  October 
5,  1865,  in  the  present  Sheldon  home,  married 
on  June  29,  1887,  Arthur  Byron  Russell,  who 
died  October  1,  1896,  leaving  twins  Maud 
Mary  and  Mae  Minnie,  born  May  12,  1888. 
She  married  for  her  second  husband.  Sep- 
tember 17,  1905,  in  Aurora,  Arthur  Bentley 
Hurd,  by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Arthur 
Bentley,  born  August  6,  1906,  and  Victor 
Sheldon,  born  April  12,  1909.  Bessie,  the 
second  daughter  of  Albert  G.  Sheldon,  was 
born  November  11,  1867,  and  died  on  March 
23,  1872.  Mrs.  Sheldon  was  called  from  this 
life  on  December  11,  1870,  dying  at  the  old 
Powell  place  in  Mantua,  and  for  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Sheldon  chose  Olivia  Hiekox,  whom 
he  married  January  1.  1874.  She  was  born 
in  Aurora  December  5,  1847,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Emily  (Blair)  Hiekox.  born  re- 
spectively in  Suffield.  Connecticut,  September 
10.  1810.  and  in  Aurora  November  20.  1816. 
and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Aurora 
on  January  1,  1840.  Their  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 
Three  children  have  also  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sheldon,  Betsey  Forward,  Cornelia 
May  and  Albert  Gershon.  Jr.  Betsey  For- 
ward, horn  September  7.  1874.  married  George 
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Francis  Buell  October  3,  1908,  and  has  one 
son,  Ralph  G.,  born  July  10,  1909.  Cornelia 
May,  born  May  28,  1876,  married  on  October 
8,  1894,  Harry  Mortimer  Ford,  and  their 
three  children  are:  Hattie  Cornelia,  born 
May  1,  1895;  Mortimer  Sheldon,  April  26, 
1897,  and  Floyd  Harry,  December  12,  1899; 
Albert  Gershon,  Jr.,  born  August  15,  1880, 
married,  March  8,  1905,  Elizabeth  Velack, 
and  their  two  children  are  Irene  Ruth,  born 
January  26,  1908,  and  Dorothy  Cornelia, 
April  28,  1909.  Mr.  Sheldon  in  politics  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

Henry  W.  Riddle. — In  the  career  of  Henry 
Warner  Riddle,  whose  name  has  been  most 
prominently  identified  with  the  upbuilding  of 
the  industrial  interests  of  the  city  of  Ravenna, 
is  shown  that  definite  ambition  and  persistence 
which  are  the  mind's  inspiration  in  the  sur- 
mounting of  obstacles — the  vitalizing  ideal  that 
transforms  dreams  into  deeds.  He  was  the 
founder  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Riddle 
Coach  &  Hearse  Company,  one  of  the  impor- 
tant industrial  concerns  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  as  a  citizen  and  business  man  he 
has  ever  manifested  the  utmost  loyalty  and 
public  spirit,  the  while  he  has  attained  to  dis- 
tinctive success  through  his  well  ordered  en- 
deavors in  connection  with  normal  and  benefi- 
cent lines  of  enterprise. 

Henrv  Warner  Riddle  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Eliza- 
beth (Thornburg)  Riddle.  Hugh  Riddle  was 
born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  was  a  son 
of  John  H.  and  Mary  (Thornburg)  Riddle, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Scotland  and 
representatives  of  stanch  old  families  of  the 
land  of  "brown  hills  and  shaggy  wood."  When 
he  was  five  years  of  age  his  parents'  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  in  1805,  and  the 
family  home  was  established  in  Pittsburg  soon 
after  the  arrival  in  America.  There  Hugh 
Riddle  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
common-school  education  and  in  his  youth 
serving  a  thorough  apprenticeship  at  the  trade 
of  stone  mason.  His  father  was  likewise  a 
stone  mason  and  eventually  became  a  success- 
ful contractor  and  builder,  and  in  the  work  of 
his  trade  he  assisted  in  the  construction  of 
many  buildings  and  other  structures  in  Pitts- 
burg including  the  stone  work  of  the  Sixth 
street  bridge.  He  also  did  some  of  the  stone 
work  on  the  old  state  penitentiary  in  Alle- 
gheny,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 


Like  his  father,  Hugh  Riddle  became  a  suc- 
cessful contractor  in  the  work  of  his  trade,  and 
in  course  of  time  he  built  up  a  large  and  profit- 
able business  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  continued 
to  maintain  his  home  until  his  death,  as  did 
also  his  wife.  He  attained  to  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years  and  was  a  man  of  sterling  charac- 
ter, so  that  he  ever  commanded  uniform  confi- 
dence and  esteem.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  he  and  his  wife  held  membership 
in  the  First  Presbyterian  church.  Elizabeth 
(Thornburg)  Riddle,  mother  of  Henry  W.  of 
this  review,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Clin- 
ton, about  nineteen  miles  distant  from  the  city 
of  Pittsburg,  and  was  a  daughter  of  James 
Thornburg,  who  likewise  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania ;  he  was  of  Irish  descent  and  was 
a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  families 
of  the  old  Keystone  state.  Hugh  and  Eliza- 
beth (Thornburg)  Riddle  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  six  of 
the  number  attained  to  years  of  maturity. 

Henry  W.  Riddle,  whose  name  initiates  this 
review,  was  reared  to  maturity  in  his  native 
citv,  to  whose  common  schools  he  is  indebted 
for  his  early  educational  training.  When  thir- 
teen years  of  age  he  entered  upon  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  trade  of  coach-making,  and  he 
served  four  years,  within  which  he  became  a 
specially  skillful  artisan  in  this  line  of  work. 
For  five  years  after  the  completion  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  was  employed  as  a  journey- 
man at  his  trade,  and  within  this  interval  he 
held  positions  in  the  cities  of  New  Orleans, 
Nashville,   St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati. 

In  the  year  1861  Mr.  Riddle  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Ravenna,  with  whose  industrial  and 
civic  affairs  he  has  continued  to  be  intimately 
identified  during  all  the  long  intervening  years. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  coaches  and  hearses,  beginning, 
operations  on  a  modest  scale  and  directing  his 
energies  with  such  ability  and  according  to 
such  correct  business  methods  that  the  enter- 
prise was  soon  established  upon  a  substantial 
basis.  He  effected  the  organization  of  the 
Merts  &  Riddle  Company,  and  under  this  title 
the  business  was  successfully  continued  for 
a  period  of  about  thirty-two  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  a  reorganization  took  place, 
under  the  present  title  of  the  Riddle  Coach  & 
Hearse  Company.  He  is  president  of  this 
company  and  maintains  a  general  supervision 
of  its  executive  affairs,  as  well  as  the  practical 
operations  of  the  plant,  which  is  large  and 
finely    equipped,   having   the   best   of   modern 
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machinery  and  accessories  for  the  facile  prose- 
cution of  the  manufacturing  in  all  departments. 
The  finest  grade  of  work  is  turned  out  and 
the  products  of  the  concern  are  sold  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  thus  contributing  materi- 
ally to  the  commercial  prestige  of  Ravenna, 
in  whose  progress  and  prosperity  Mr.  Riddle 
has  ever  maintained  a  lively  and  helpful  in- 
terest. He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Ravenna 
National  Bank,  and  is  a  member  of  its  directo- 
rate. He  has  contributed  in  liberal  measure 
to  the  material  upbuilding  of  his  home  city, 
in  which  he  has  erected  a  number  of  substan- 
tial business  blocks  and  dwelling,  houses  of  the 
better  order. 

From  the  time  of  attaining  to  his  legal  ma- 
jority to  the  present  Mr.  Riddle  has  been 
aligned  as  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
and  policies  for  which  the  Democratic  party 
stands  sponsor,  and  while  he  has  never  sought 
or  desired  public  office  he  has  given  his  sup- 
port to  all  enterprises  and  measures  tending  to 
advance  the  civic  and  material  welfare  of  the 
city  which  has  so  long  represented  his  home 
and  been  the  center  of  his  interests.  He  is 
known  and  honored  as  one  of  the  progressive 
and  thoroughly  representative  business  men  of 
the  fine  old  Western  Reserve,  and  maintains 
a  secure  hold  upon  the  confidence  and  esteem 
■of  the  community  with  whose  interests  he  has 
been  identified  for  nearly  a  half  century.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Congre- 
gational church,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained 
the  degree  of  master  Mason,  besides  which 
he  holds  membership  in  the  local  lodges  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1865  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Riddle  to  Miss  Emily  H.  Robinson,  daughter 
of  the  late  George  Robinson,  who  was  a  promi- 
nent banker  and  influential  citizen  of  Ravenna. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riddle  have  four  children :  Bes- 
sie is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Pallsgraff,  of  Ra- 
venna; Forman  is  now  a  resident  of  Mexico, 
where  he  is  identified  with  the  development 
of  the  rubber  industry :  Amy  H.  is  the  wife  of 
Hon.  Carl  Merrell,  of  Glens  Falls,  New  York ; 
and  Henry  Warner,  Jr.,  is  associated  with  his 
father's  business  interests. 

Edith  M.  (Hoover)  Turner. — The  cit- 
izenship of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  includes 
the  name  of  Edith  M.  Turner,  whose  home  is 
in    Edinburg    township.      She    was    born    on 


October  30,  1883,  a  daughter  of  Hoseah  and 
Mary  (Cope)  Hoover,  she  being  one  of  their 
twelve  children.  They  were  native  born  son 
and  daughter  of  the  Buckeye  state,  and  were 
married  in  August  of  1859.  Their  daughter, 
Edith,  remained  with  them  until  her  marriage 
on  August  17,  1901,  to  Harry  Turner,  and  the 
one  child  of  this  union  is  a  daughter,  Ida. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Charles  H.  Willyard  is  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  first  settlers  to  seek  a  home  in  Por- 
tage county,  and  from  the  period  of  its  earliest 
development  down  to  the  present  time  the  name 
has  been  prominently  associated  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  county.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  year  of  1800  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth (Eatinger)  Willyard,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, sought  a  home  in  the  then  new  com- 
munity of  Portage  county,  and  they  were 
among  the  very  first  to  locate  in  Rootstown 
township.  They  were  the  paternal  grand- 
parents of  Charles  H.,  and  just  a  few  years 
later  his  maternal  grandparents,  the  Welks, 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Springfield  town- 
ship of  Mahoning  county.  These  families  were 
later  united  by  the  marriage  of  Andrew  Will- 
yard  and  Susan  Welk,  who  became  the  parents 
of  Charles  H.  Willyard,  and  they  were  born 
respectively  in  Ravenna  township,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  and  in  Pennsylvania,  she  having 
come  with  her  parents  to  this  state.  After  their 
marriage  they  located  on  a  farm  two  and  a 
half  miles  southwest  of  Ravenna,  the  land 
being  then  almost  entirely  covered  with  tim- 
ber, but  in  time  the  large  tracts  of  timber  gave 
place  to  fertile  and  well  tilled  fields,  and  in 
time  Mr.  Willyard  enlarged  the  boundaries  of 
the  farm  until  it  contained  about  167  acres,  all 
well  adapted  to  farming  purposes  with  the  ex- 
ception of  twenty  acres  of  swamp  land.  A 
splendid  residence  was  erected  on  the  farm  in 
1869,  and  there  Mrs.  Willyard  passed  away  in 
death  in  1897,  and  her  husband  just  one  year 
later,  in  1898.  Of  their  children  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  lived  to  years  of  maturity  and 
are:  Charles  H.,  mentioned  below;  Judson, 
whose  home  is  in  Jamestown,  North  Dakota ; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  Richard  Deizman,  of  Bel- 
lingham,  Washington :  Calvin,  of  the  same 
place;  and  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Perry  Clark, 
of  Ravenna  township. 

Charles  II.  Willyard,  who  was  born  in  Ra- 
venna township.  Portage  county.  September 
11,  1859,  nas  always  resided  on  the  old  Will- 
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yard  homestead  in  the  township  of  his  birth, 
and  he  now  owns  sixty-one  acres  of  the  home 
place  and  fifty-six  acres  of  the  old  farm  which 
belonged  to  his  grandfather's  estate,  and  he 
follows  a  general  line  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  raising  Norman  and  Percheron  horses. 
He  has  a  fine  large  barn,  forty  by  seventy-six 
feet,  with  an  L  twenty  by  forty-two  feet  and 
eighteen  foot  posts,  and  he  has  also  greatly  re- 
modeled the  farm  home. 

Mr.  Willyard  married  on  December  26,  1887, 
.Ida  Ihmsen,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter 
of  Augustus  and  Dorcas  (Bennett)  Johnson, 
also  from  that  state.  The  children  of  this  union 
are :  Earl  Raymond,  born  September  8,  1888 ; 
Juanita  and  Zeta.  twins,  born  August  5,  1890, 
and  the  latter  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ;  and 
Dorcas,  born  February  16,  1907.  Mr.  Willyard 
votes  with  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  served 
his  township  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

James  Fairchild  Siiith. — The  emigration 
from  New  England  to  Ohio  was  quite  general 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
Connecticut,  especially,  sending  forth  many  of 
her  most  enterprising  citizens  to  found  homes 
for  themselves  and  families  in  this  new  and 
unbroken  country.  Noteworthy  among  the 
number  coming  here  during  that  period  was 
James  Fairchild  Smith,  who  was  born,  Jan- 
uary 10.  1801,  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  and 
there  lived  until  eighteen  years  old.  In  March, 
1819,  in  company  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi 
Smith,  David  Holbrook,  and  John  Pierson,  he 
came  to  Ohio,  traveling  with  horses  and  wagon 
to  Albany,  crossing  the  Hudson  river  on  ice, 
then  journeying  with  sled  to  Erie,  from  there 
coming  to  Painesville,  Lake  county,  with  a 
wagon,  being  twenty-four  days  in  making  the 
trip. 

The  ensuing  seven  years  James  F.  Smith 
lived  in  Kirtland  with  Elijah  Smith,  receiving 
scant  wages  for  his  labor.  He  subsequently 
worked  five  years  in  Grandison  Newell's  chair 
factory,  after  which  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  cooper's  trade  with  Rev.  Elijah 
Ward,  who  lived  near  Willoughby.  On  marry- 
ing, he  bought  a  farm  in  Concord  township, 
assuming  a  mortgage,  which  he  and  his  young 
wife,  who  was  a  thrifty  little  housekeeper, 
versed  in  the  domestic  arts,  and  not  at  all 
afraid  of  work,  soon  paid  off.  Energetic  and 
enterprising,  he' built  a  cooper's  shop  near  his 
house,  and  at  night,  after  the  day's  work  in 
the  field  was  well  accomplished,  or  in  the  early 
morning,   before   the    rising  of    the    sun,   the 


blows  of  his  hammer  could  be  heard  as  he 
fashioned  barrels. 

Mr.  Smith  took  great  pride  in  constantly 
adding  to  the  improvements  on  his  place,  and 
a  fence,  "ten  rails  high,  staked  and  capped," 
was  one  of  the  notable  objects  on  his  farm.  He 
was  successful  as  a  stock  raiser,  his  flock  of 
300  sheep  proving  a  good  source  of  revenue 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 

Mr.  Smith  married,  in  1832,  Caroline  White, 
a  daughter  of  John  White,  who.  in  1822.  emi- 
grated from  Granville,  New  York,  to  Kirtland, 
Ohio,  with  his  family.  Three  children  blessed 
their  union,  namely :  James  Hanford ;  Flora 
Ann ;  and  Mary  Z.,  who  died  at  the  early  age 
of  nineteen  years.  Mrs.  Smith  died  on  the 
home  farm,  in  Concord  township,  in  1873.  but 
Mr.  Smith  lived  until  1894,  being  tenderly 
cared  for  at  the  home  of  his  son,  James  Han- 
ford Smith. 

James  Hanford  Smith  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  during  his  active  life,  living 
either  on  the  parental  homestead  or  in  Char- 
don  township.  He  was  a  man  of  many  virtues 
and  few  vices,  much  respected  for  his  kindly 
nature  and  genial  disposition,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  lighten  life's  troubles  with  a  cheering 
story,  or  a  tune  on  his  loved  violin.  He  died 
in  1896,  and  his  widow,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nancy  J.  Burr,  still  occupies  the  home 
farm,  in  Chardon  township. 

Flora  Ann  Smith  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Concord,  living  contentedly  and 
happy  at  home  until  sixteen  years  old.  Going 
then  to  Derby,  Connecticut,  to  visit  her  grand- 
mother, and  her  Aunt  Mary  Smith,  she  made 
the  acquaintance  of  a  most  estimable  young 
man,  Frederick  E.  Colburn,  of  Ansonia,  Con- 
necticut, who  wooed  and  won  her,  persuading 
her  that  Connecticut  was  a  most  pleasant  place 
to  live.  She  never  lost  her  love,  however,  for 
ner  old  home  in  Concord,  making  frequent 
visits  here  to  her  friends  and  relatives.  She 
died  in  1904,  leaving  four  children,  namely: 
Rubv,  wife  of  W.  W.  Baldwin,  of  Florence. 
Italy;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  E.  T.  Mathison ; 
Sylvester  Colburn.  of  New  Haven,  Connecti- 
cut ;  and  Fairchild  Smith  Colburn,  now  living 
on  his  grandfather's  old  home  farm,  in  Con- 
cord, Ohio. 

Fairchild  S.  Colburn  was  married  in  March, 
1003,  to  Josephine  Doncaster,  daughter  of 
John  W.  Doncaster,  of  Leroy  township.  He 
is  a  thrifty  farmer  of  this  township  and  a  de- 
scendant of  English  ancestors.  Josephine  Don- 
caster first  married  Furman  Dunkle,  who  was 
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accidentally  killed  on  the  railroad.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Meldred  and  Emily, 
both  at  heme  with  their  mother. 

Thomas  Kohler  Cassidy,  M.  D. — During 
many  years  the  name  of  Cassidy  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  medical  profession  of  Medina 
county,  for  here  the  father,  Dr.  James  H.  Cas- 
sidy, was  a  skilled  practitioner  of  the  com- 
munity for  many  years,  and  the  son  is  uphold- 
ing, the  prestige  of  the  name  in  the  profession. 
Dr.  James  H.  Cassidy  received  his  medical 
course  at  the  old  University  of  Wooster  in 
1869,  and  coming  to  Sharon  Center  he  prac- 
ticed here  for  thirty-five  years  and  died  in 
1905,  one  of  the  most  valued  of  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  in  Medina  coun- 
ty. He  was  also  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  served  with  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  for 
three  years  in  General  Thomas'  army.  He  was 
also  with  Sherman  in  the  Tennessee  campaign, 
and  he  was  wounded  in  an  engagement  in 
North  Carolina  in  1865.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Arrathuca  Case,  and  she  was 
born  in  the  old  Case  homestead,  the  most  sub- 
stantial landmark  of  Sharon  Center. 

This  old  homestead  also  served  as  the  birth- 
place of  Thomas  K.  Cassidy  on  October  20, 
1873,  a°d  adopting  the  profession  of  his  father 
he  has  become  his  able  successor  in  Medina 
county  and  the  incumbent  of  his  considerable 
and  important  practice.  He  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Sharon  Center,  and  at  Buchtel 
College,  Akron,  and  prepared  for  his  profes- 
sional life  in  the  Western  Reserve  University 
at  Cleveland,  where  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1897  and  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
Since  the  period  of  his  graduation  he  practiced 
at  Sharon  Center,  and  gained  distinction  in  the 
line  of  his  chosen  calling. 

He  married  Miss  Florence  Beach,  from 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  C.  H. 
Beach,  and  they  have  a  son,  Blake  B.  Dr. 
Cassidy  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and 
is  also  associated  with  the  Medina '  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Ohio  State  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Hon.  Thaddeus  W.  Fancher. — Distin- 
guished not  only  for  his  personal  worth  and 
integrity,  but  for  his  able  administration  of 
public  affairs  in  various  official  capacities.  Hon. 
Thaddeus  W.  Fancher,  ex-postmaster  and  ex- 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Lorain,  holds  an  assured 
position  among  the  most  esteemed  and  valued 


citizens  of  Lorain  county.  A  son  of  William 
Fancher,  he  was  born  February  25,  1839,  at 
Greenwich,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  coming  from 
honored  Xew  England  ancestry. 

His  grandfather,  Thaddeus  Fancher,  a  na- 
tive of  Stamford,  Connecticut,  married  Sally 
Mead,  daughter  of  General  Mead,  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame,  and  a  descendant  of  a  noted 
Connecticut  family,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century  moved  to  New  York  state. 
In  1817  he  came  to  Ohio  on  a  prospecting 
tour,  located  land  in  Huron  county,  after  which 
he  went  back  to  his  New  York  home.  In  1819,' 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  seven  children, 
he  returned  to  Huron  county,  making  the  trip 
through  the  almost  pathless  woods  with  a 
wagon  hauled  by  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  horse 
hitched  to  a  buggy.  In  the  pioneer  labor  of 
redeeming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  he  was 
very  successful,  in  the  course  of  time  becoming 
an  extensive  landholder  and  giving,  to  each  of 
his  children  a  farm. 

William  Fancher  was  born  in  Poughkeepsie. 
New  York,  in  181 1,  and  at  eight  years  of  age 
came  with  the  family  to  Huron  county,  (  Ihio, 
where  he  assisted  in  clearing  the  land  as  soon 
as  able  to  wield  an  axe.  He  married  Mary 
Vanscoy,  a  native  of  Geauga  county,  Ohio.  In 
1868  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Hillsdale 
county,  Michigan,  and  there  both  he  and  his 
wife  spent  their  remaining  years,  at  death 
being  buried  in  the  Camden  cemetery  in  that 
state. 

Brought  up  and  educated  in  Huron  county, 
Thaddeus  W.  Fancher  settled  in  Michigan  in 
1862,  and  was  there  a  resident  for  ten  years. 
Returning  to  his  native  state  in  1872.  he  located 
in  Lorain,  then  a  village  known  as  Black  River. 
During  the  next  few  years,  while  this  enter- 
prising place  was  rapidly  growing  in  size  and 
importance,  he  was  actively  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  subsequently  carrying 
on  a  substantial  hardware  business.  His  ability 
becoming  recognized,  he  was  soon  called  upon 
to  fill  public  offices,  and  has  since  held  many 
responsible  positions.  He  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Republican.  Twenty  years  ago  Mr. 
Fancher  did  all  of  the  assessing  for  the  city  and 
township,  and  ten  years  later  was  one  of  six 
members  of  the  Decennial  Board  of  Assessors, 
while  at  the  present  time,  in  iqio,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber and  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Review 
of  the  city  of  Lorain.  He  has  served  as  treas- 
urer of  both  the  city  and  the  township,  and 
for  ten  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  serving  as  its  president  six  years 
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of  the  time.  Mr.  Fancher  has  rendered  the  city 
excellent  service  as  councilman,  and  in  1878 
was  elected  mayor  of  Lorain.  In  1880  he  was 
appointed,  by  President  Garfield,  postmaster  at 
Lorain,  and  served  faithfully  until  the  first 
Cleveland  administration.  He  was  again  made 
postmaster  by  President  Harrison,  and  again 
went  out  of  office  as  tne  second  Cleveland  ad- 
ministration came  in.  Again,  for  the  third 
time,  Mr.  Fancher  was  made  postmaster  at 
Lorain,  receiving  his  commission  from  Presi- 
dent A'IcKinley ;  thus  to  him  belongs  the  unique 
distinction  of  having  been  appointed  to  the 
same  office  by  three  different  presidents  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Fancher  was  one  of  the  directorate  of 
the  Citizens'  Savings  and  Banking  Company 
of  Lorain,  and  to  him  was  delegated  the  task 
of  settling  up  the  affairs  of  that  defunct  insti- 
tution. He  has  been  a  director  of  the  Penfield 
Avenue  Savings  Bank  since  its  organization. 
He  was  raised  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason 
soon  after  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  in 
Floral  Lodge,  No.  62,  at  Fitchville,  Ohio,  the 
lodge  later  being  moved  to  New  London.  After 
removing  to  Michigan  he  became  a  member 
of  the  lodge  at  Palo,  that  state,  and  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  lodge  at  Carson  City,  Mich- 
igan. After  removing  to  Ohio  he  became  a 
member  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge  at  Elyria, 
and  then  became  a  charter  member  of  Lorain 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Lorain,  of  which  he  be- 
came the  third  master  of  the  lodge.  He  took 
the  Royal  Arch  degrees  in  Marshall  Chapter  at 
Elyria  and  subsequently  became  a  charter 
member  of  Mystic  Chapter  at  Lorain,  becom- 
ing the  second  high  priest.  He  is  a  member  of 
Cleveland  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  Holyrood  Com- 
mandery.  Knights  Templar.  Lake  Consistory 
and  Al  Koran  Temple.  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Fancher  married  Ermina  G.,  daughter 
of  Riley  and  Philena  (Washburn)  Griffin,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born,  in  1812,  in  Greene 
count)-,  Xew  York,  and  the  latter  in  Ulster 
county,  New  York,  in  1817.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fancher  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  name- 
ly: Elvadore  R.,  vice  president  of  the  Union 
National  Bank  of  Cleveland  :  and  Millicent  A., 
wife  of  Charles  J.  Tiffanv,  postmaster  at  Clvde, 
Ohio. 

William  Edwix  Aim  max,  of  Wadsworth, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  was  born  April  14,  1852, 
in  Turbot  township,  Northumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  near  what  is  known  as  the  Foll- 
mer  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.    His  father, 


Charles  Artman,  and  mother,  Anna  Maria  Mc- 
Knight,  were  natives  of  the  same  township, 
whose  parents  originally  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  from  Germany  and  Scotland 
respectively  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  Charles  Artman's  occupation 
was  farming,  supplemented  in  his  younger 
days  by  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  township  during  the  winter  months,  and 
his  entire  life  was  spent  upon  the  land  on 
which  he  located  shortly  after  his  marriage. 
A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  an  uncompro- 
mising unionist  and  foe  to  slavery;  a  stanch 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  efficient 
officer,  and  left  his  imprint  upon  the  commu- 
nity as  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor,  a  good 
citizen,  a  kind  neighbor,  and  one  who  helped 
elevate  his  associates  to  a  higher  plane  of  liv- 
ing. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  William  Edwin 
Artman,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  left  home 
and  started  out  in  the  world  for  himself,  by 
engaging  with  a  farmer  of  the  neighborhood 
to  work  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  with 
whom  he  remained  about  three  years,  acquir- 
ing such  education  as  could  be  obtained  in 
the  schools  of  the  vicinity  during  the  winter 
months,  and  following  various  occupations 
until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  Akron.  At  this  place  he 
secured  employment,  and  after  a  short  time 
commenced  attending  a  school  of  telegraphy 
in  the  evening,  and  upon  completion  of  the 
course  secured  employment  on  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Rail- 
way, continuing  with  the  company  through  its 
many  changes  (until  finally  merged  into  the 
Erie  Railway)  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  as 
station  agent  and  telegrapher  at  various  points 
on  the  line,  and  acquiring  in  this  time  a  prac- 
tical and  valuable  training  in  the  business  vir- 
tues  of   promptness,   reliability   and   integrity. 

During  the  year  1889  he  severed  his  con- 
nection with  the  Erie  Railway  and  identified 
himself  with  the  Garfield  Injector  Company  by 
purchasing  an  interest  therein,  was  elected  to 
the  board  of  directors  and  made  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  company.  By  untiring  indus- 
try, ably  assisted  by  the  board  of  directors,  he 
helped  place  the  company  upon  a  sound  finan- 
cial basis,  and  in  a  short  time  it  became  the 
leading  industry  of  the  village.  It  is  now- 
known  as  the  Ohio  Injector  Company  and  en- 
joys the  distinction  of  being  the  largest  manu- 
facturer of  locomotive  and  steam  engine  appli- 
ances in  the  state.     Out  of  this  establishment 
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as  a  nucleus  three  large  manufacturing  plants 
have  grown:  the  Ohio  Match.  Salt  and  Box- 
Board  Company,  with  factories  in  Wadsworth, 
Rittman  and  Cleveland.  In  these  companies 
he  assisted  in  their  organization,  was  a  liberal 
contributor  of  time  and  money  to  each,  and 
served  on  the  board  of  directors  and  in  an 
official  capacity.  They  now  have  combined 
assets  of  over  three  million  dollars. 

In  finance  he  is  connected  with  the  Wads- 
worth  National  and  the  Rittman  Savings 
banks,  both  of  which  are  growing  institutions 
and  enjoy  the  complete  confidence  of  the 
public. 

For  the  betterment  of  conditions  in  the  vil- 
lage and  to  assist  the  people  in  securing  the 
benefits  of  modern  improvements,  and  with 
rates  as  low  as  consistent  with  good  and  effi- 
cient service,  he  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  the  Wadsworth  Light  and  Water  and  Tele- 
phone companies,  serving  each  of  these  at  vari- 
ous times  in  an  official  capacity.  In  civic  life 
the  interests  of  the  village  at  all  times  received 
his  attention,  continually  contending  for  im- 
provement of  the  streets,  beautifying  of  the 
parks,  elevation  of  the  public  schools  and  un- 
compromising hostility  to  the  liquor  traffic. 

Mr.  Artman  was  married  to  Mary  M., 
daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  Kroner,  of  this 
village,  April  19,  1879,  and  to  this  union  one 
child  was  born,  Mable  Corine.  She  received 
her  education  at  the  Woman's  College,  Fred- 
erick, Maryland,  and  was  married  to  L.  O. 
Caine,  of  same  city.  To  her  and  her  husband 
one  child  has  been  born,  William  Artman 
Caine.  Mr.  Artman  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  regents  of  Heidelburg  University,  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  church.  They  have  done  much  to 
promote  good  morals  and  good  citizenship,  and 
by  their  efforts,  morally  and  financially,  hope 
to  have  helped  make  the  world  better  for  their 
having  lived. 

William  L.  Camp  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  during 
many  years  of  this  time  has  been  identified 
with  its  agricultural  life.  He  was  born,  how- 
ever, in  New  Milford.  Connecticut.  December 
17,  1835.  a  son  of  Lacy  and  Betsie  (Bradshaw) 
Camp,  also  from  that  commonwealth,  and  a 
grandson  on  the  maternal  side  of  William  and 
Lucy  (Fairchild)  Bradshaw.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1837.  (inly  two  years  after  the  birth  of 
their  son  William,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp  drove 
through  from  Connecticut  to  Portage  county, 


Ohio,  and  located  on  the  timber  land  of  Roots- 
town  township.  There  the  husband  and  father 
cleared  his  farm  and  placed  it  under  culti- 
vation, and  there  he  died  on  December  25, 
1874,  his  wife  surviving  him  and  residing 
among  her  children  until  she,  too,  was  called  to 
the  home  beyond,  dying  in  October  of  1898. 
Their  four  children  are  as  follows:  Eliza  A., 
who  became  the  wife  of  L.  B.  Sanford,  and 
both  died  in  the  year  of  1905  ;  Charlotte,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Lloyd  Hinman,  and  both 
are  also  deceased;  William  L.,  mentioned  be- 
low ;  and  David  P.,  whose  home  is  in  Cortland, 
this  state. 

When  a  boy  of  seventeen  William  L.  Camp 
left  the  parental  home  and  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
secured  employment  with  the  Atchison  and 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company,  now  the 
Erie  Company,  as  a  bridge  builder,  he  having 
been  one  of  the  first  bridge  builders  in  the 
company's  employ,  and  as  a  foreman  had 
charge  of  this  line  of  their  structural  work. 
He  had  in  his  earlier  life  secured  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  with  one  term  at 
Hiram  College.  Continuing  along  the  line  of 
bridge  building  from  1861  until  1873  he  then 
left  the  railroad  to  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, purchasing  for  that  purpose  ninety  acres 
of  land  in  Rootstown  township,  but  he  has 
since  sold  about  twenty-five  acres  of  the  tract 
for  town  lots.  Since  purchasing  this  land  he 
has  torn  down  its  old  buildings  and  erected  in 
their  place  new  and  modern  ones,  including  a 
fine  large  residence  of  eleven  rooms  and  a  large 
bank  barn  thirty-six  by  sixty  feet,  with  eight- 
een foot  posts.  He  follows  a  general  line  of 
farming  and  the  raising  of  Durham  cattle. 

In  January  of  1866  Mr.  Camp  was  married 
to  Jennie  Gledhill.  who  was  born  in  Ravenna 
township.  Portage  county,  a  daughter  of  John 
Gledhill,  from  England.  Mrs.  Camp  died  in 
January  of  1869,  and  on  September  17,  1872, 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Celestia  Francena 
(Peck)  Stanley,  who  was  born  at  Burton, 
Illinois,  May  16,  1841,  a  daughter  of  Chauncey 
and  Maria  (Wood)  Peck,  born  respectively  in 
New  York  and  in  Missouri,  and  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  Ezekiel  and  Electa  (Buck)  Peck,  from 
New  York,  and  of  Henry  and  Esther  (  Cran- 
mer)  Wood.  Mr.  Camp  votes  with  the  Prohi- 
bition party  and  he  has  served  Rootstown  one 
term  as  a  trustee. 

Edward  B.  Haueisen,  a  successful  farmer 

of  Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county,  and  one 
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of  the  county's  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizens,  is  a  native  of  this  count}  and  town- 
ship, born  March  1,  1882.  His  father,  Henry 
Haueisen,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1849,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  two  years  of 
age,  with  his  parents.  They  located  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Henry  Haueisen  remained  with 
his  parents  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then 
came  to  Lorain  county  and  purchased  a  farm 
in  Henrietta  township  ;  here  he  lived  until  1907, 
when  he  went  to  Connell,  Washington,  as  a 
minister  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  married  Katherine  Portman,  who 
was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1851,  and  came  to 
America  in  1870.  settling  in  Henrietta  town- 
ship, Lorain  county. 

Edward  Haueisen  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  took  up  farming  as  an 
occupation.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
local  public  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Henrietta  Grange  and  belongs  to  the  German 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Haueisen 
married,  at  Buffalo,  April  17,  1900,  Esther  L. 
Portman  ;  they  have  no  children. 

Charles  Doll,  postmaster  of  Lorain,  was 
born  in  Youngstown,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio, 
September  24,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Rachel  (Barth)  Doll.  Frederick  Doll  was 
born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  and  came'  to  the 
United  States  in  the  thirties  and  located  in  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohio,  being  for  years  connected 
with  furnace  work  at  Youngstown.  He  is  now 
in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  Hiywife  was  born  in 
Dresden,  Ohio,  and  died  August  28,  1876,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 

In  1876  Charles  Doll  left  Youngstown  and 
went  to  make  his  home  with  an  uncle  at  Peters- 
burg, in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio;  later  he  spent 
several  years  in  Coshocton  county,  working  on 
a  farm  and  attending  school.  He  then  spent 
about  a  year  at  Massillon.  Ohio,  and  in  1879 
came  to  Lorain  and  began  working  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  In  1885 
Mr.  Doll  enlisted  in  the  regular  United  States 
Army,  and  was  assigned  to  Company  A,  Seven- 
teenth United  States  Regulars,  stationed  in 
the  Dakotas  guarding  the  Sioux  Indians,  pris- 
oners of  war.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
"Wounded  Knee"  and  other  engagements,  and 
was  discharged  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  at  the 
expiration  of  his  time  of  enlistment.  Return- 
ing to  Lorain,  he  resumed  work  for  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  road,  remaining  with  them  a  year. 


At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  elected  chief 
of  police  in  Lorain,  at  the  time  the  steel  plant 
was  being  built  and  the  town  was  rilled  with 
so  many  undesirable  characters.  He  served  as 
deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriffs  Ensign  and  Lord, 
and  then  became  employed  by  the  Lake  Shore 
Electric  Railway  Company,  purchasing 
rights-of-way  for  building  their  road.  He  spent 
two  years  in  their  employ,  in  different  capaci- 
ties, and  brought  out  the  first  car  when  the 
road  was  completed. 

Air.  Doll  has  always  taken  great  interest  in 
municipal  and  county  political  matters,  and  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  appointed  assistant 
postmaster  in  Lorain  in  1898,  under  President 
McKinley's  administration,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  until  March  12,  1909,  when  upon 
the  death  of  Postmaster  Bowman  he  received 
the  appointment  of  postmaster,  his  appointment 
bearing  date  of  May  14,  1909,  for  a  full  term. 
He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Lorain  City 
Republican  Committee.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar  in  the  order;  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Maccabees.  He  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
merce of  Lorain,  and  is  an  enterprising,  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen. 

Mr.  Doll  married  Lucy  Barth,  of  Chili. 
Coshocton  county,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Gladys  Marie. 

Harry  W.  Powers,  M.  D.,  of  South  Am- 
herst, Lorain  county,  is  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  active  practice  and  substantial  repu- 
tation in  the  prime  of  his  natural  and  profes- 
sional life.  In  each  sense  he  is  also  a  product 
of  the  Buckeye  state.  The  doctor  is  a  native 
of  Trumbull  county,  born  September  5,  1864, 
and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Abram  M.  and  Cynthia  A. 
(Sherwin)  Powers,  the  latter  having  been 
born  in  Braceville  township,  Trumbull  county, 
and  the  father  in  Milton  township,  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  in  1837.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  Dr.  Powers  were  also  natives  of 
Milton  township.  Grandfather  James  Powers 
serving  as  the  first  sheriff  of  Mahoning  county 
after  it  had  been  set  aside  from  Trumbull.  His 
wife  was  before  marriage  Miss  Rebecca  Win- 
die.  The  maternal  grandparents  were  Will- 
iam and  Polly  Sherwin.  of  Genesee  county. 
New  York.  The  Powers  family  is  English, 
its  American  branch  springing  from  three 
brothers  who  came  to  the  United  States,  one 
of  whom  settled  in  western  Pennsylvania  at  an 
early  day  and  is  the  ancestor  of  the  Western 
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Reserve  subdivision.  Dr.  Abram  M.  Powers, 
father  of  Dr.  Harry  W.,  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Lordstovvn,  Ohio,  in  1861,  and 
on  November  20.  1868,  moved  to  Rootstown, 
Portage  county,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  successful  professional  work.  He  is 
the  father  of  four  children.  Frank  R.,  the 
first-born,  died  in  1904,  Harry  W.  was  the  sec- 
ond born,  Jessie  is  a  resident  of  Rootstown, 
and  John  R.  died  as  an  infant. 

Harry  W.,  the  second  child  of  the  family, 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Rootstown,  graduated  from  the 
Ravenna  high  school  in  1884  and  then  left 
home  to  matriculate  in  the  Cleveland  Medical 
College  at  Cleveland,  now  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Western  Reserve  University,  attending, 
two  years.  He  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Wooster  in 
1886.  Dr.  Powers  immediately  commenced 
practice  as  his  father's  associate  in  Rootstown, 
but  after  about  a  year  and  a  half  located  at 
Deerfield,  Portage  county,  where  he  remained 
four  years,  subsequently  practicing  the  same 
length  of  time  at  YVashingtonville,  Columbiana 
county.  Ohio.  In  August,  1895,  he  located  at 
South  Amherst,  and  has  continued  there  as  its 
onlv  practitioner,  having  served  since  1905  as 
surgeon  of  the  Ohio  Quarry  Company.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Lorain  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  Northeastern  Ohio  Eclectic  Asso- 
ciation, Ohio  State  Eclectic  Association  and 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

As  a  citizen,  Dr.  Powers  has  ever  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  educational  matters  of  the 
township,  having  long  served  on  its  board  of 
education,  for  two  years  as  president  of  that 
body.  He  has  also  been  an  active  and  promi- 
nent figure  in  the  fraternities  of  the  locality 
these  many  years,  being  at  present  identified 
with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Se- 
curity. The  Doctor  has  been  clerk  of  the  local 
camp  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  since  1904,  and 
financial  secretary  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Security,  South  Amherst,  since  1899.  Dr. 
Powers  was  married  November  29,  1883,  to 
Miss  Susie  E.  Greene,  who  was  born  in  Roots- 
town  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Sarah  (Berlin)  Greene.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Brooks) 
Greene,  were  natives  of  Nantucket,  Massachu- 
setts, where  her  father  was  also  born.  Her 
mother  was  a  native  of  Washingtonville.  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Powers'  maternal  grandparents  were 
John  D.  and  Susan   (Hoffman)   Berlin,  being 


natives  of  Pennsylvania  of  German  parentage. 
The  children  born  to  Dr.  Harry  W.  Powers 
and  his  wife  were  Alice 'M.,  a  graduate  from 
Oberlin  Conservatory  of  Music  in  1910.  and 
now  a  teacher,  chiefly  of  the  piano  and  vocal 
music  ;  and  Arthur  M.,  an  electrician  ;  Fred  R., 
a  student  at  Oberlin  College ;  and  Ralph  E.,  a 
storekeeper,  the  first  and  last  named  being  con- 
nected with  the  Ohio  Quarries  Company  at 
South  Amherst. 

Luciax  Adam  Wilt,  who  during  many 
years  has  been  identified  with  the  business  life 
of  Kent,  was  born  in  Juniata  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  14,  1874,  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Mary  (Dunn)  Wilt,  who  were  also  from 
Juniata  county,  as  was  his  maternal  grand- 
father. William  Dunn,  a  jeweler  and  civil  en- 
gineer. Frederick  Wilt  was  a  Pennsylvania 
farmer,  and  he  died  in  that  commonwealth  in 
May  of  1881.  His  widow  resides  in  Alliance, 
Unio. 

From  the  early  age  of  eleven  to  sixteen 
years,  Lucian  A.  Wilt  worked  on  a  farm  near 
his  boyhood's  home ;  was  then  in  Vienna, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  a  farm  for  one 
year,  and  for  six  months  was  employed  in  a 
rolling  mill  at  Niles,  this  state.  He  was  eight- 
een months  at  Canal  Dover,  was  for  two  years 
on  a  farm  near  Brimfield,  spent  a  similar 
period  at  Talmage,  this  state,  and  then,  com- 
ing to  Kent  in  1896,  he  worked  for  three  years 
in  the  railroad  shops.  During  the  following 
year  he  was  employed  in  a  feed  store,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1899  he  embarked  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness, and  since  Jiaat  time  he  has  enlarged  his 
business  to  incl*e  masons'  materials,  plaster 
supplies,  drain  tile,  sewer  pipe  and  cement 
blocks.  His  is  one  of  the  leading  industrial 
interests  of  the  city. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1899,  Mr.  Wilt  was 
married  to  Grace  King,  who  was  born  in  Man- 
tua, Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Chester  and  Hattie 
(Bemis)  King,  born  in  Maryland  and  Ohio 
respectively.  The  children  of  this  union  are 
Ruth,  Arthur,  Edward  and  Donald.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Wilt  endorses  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 

James  Cook. — Well  deserving  of  more  than 
passing  mention  in  a  work  of  this  character  is 
James  Cook,  who  represents  one  of  the  earlier 
settlers  of  Perry  township,  Joseph  Cook,  who 
came  to  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve 
from  Essex  county.  New  York,  in  1833. 

Buying  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  North  Ridge. 
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Joseph  Cook  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Perry  township,  following  mostly  his  trade  of  a 
blacksmith.  He  was  widely  known  through- 
out this  locality,  having  built  up  an  extensive 
patronage.  He  was  very  skilful  and  ingenious, 
being  the  first  smith  to  adopt  the  "goose-neck 
shanK,"  and  acquired  a  wide  reputation  as  the 
first  maker  of  steel  shoes.  Many  specimens  of 
his  handiwork  are  still  in  existence,,  being  treas- 
ured as  relics,  among  them  being  a  hoe  that 
kept  its  edge.  He  died  in  1844,  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  forty-four  years,  of 
virulent  cancer.  He  was  an  intense  sufferer, 
having  his  leg  amputated  twice  in  one  day,  and 
that  without  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  which 
were  then  unknown. 

Toseph  Cook  married  Nancy  Richmond,  and 
at  his  death  left  six  children,  namely:  J.  W., 
deceased,  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the 
parental  homestead;  James,  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  head  of  this  sketch;  and  four 
daughters,  Susan,  residing  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands;  Cynthia,  who  died  in  California; 
Emma,  residing  in  California;  and  Laura  A., 
of  Perry,  Ohio. 

James  Cook  married  Ann  Wood,  a  daughter 
of  Otis  Wood,  of  Perry,  and  they  have  one  son 
living,  Willis  W.  James  Parmly,  the  youngest 
son,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mr.  Cook  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Temple  Lodge,  No. 
21,  Chapter  No.  46  and  Eagle  Commandery 
No.  29,  Knight  Templar  Masons  of  Paines- 
ville. 

Almon  G.  Lowell. — Standing  prominent 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  Pierpont  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  is  Almon  G.  Lowell,  a 
keen,  progressive  business  man,  who  served 
his  country  gallantly  in  the  Civil  war,  and  has 
since  been  actively  identified  with  substantial 
industrial  enterprises.  A  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  he  was  born  July  8,  1842,  in  the 
picturesque  little  town  of  Rindge,  where,  draw- 
ing health  and  strength  from  its  invigorating 
breezes,  he  grew  to  a  sturdy  manhood.  He 
comes  from  a  family  whose  name  stands 
among  the  first  in  honorable  distinction  in  the 
early  annals  of  New  England,  and  takes  pride 
and  pleasure  in  tracing,  his  ancestry  back  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  year  1300. 

On  August  19,  1861,  Mr.  Lowell  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteer 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Edward 
E.  Cross,  and  took  part  in  many  engagements, 
at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  June  4,  1864, 
being  so  severely  wounded  that  he  was  forced 


to  remain  in  the  hospital  nine  months.  On 
October  19,  1864,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  and  returned  home. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Lowell  was  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  pails,  being  foreman  in 
the  Warren  Pail  Factory  four  years ;  a  fore- 
man in  a  pail  factory  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  owns  a  fine  residence,  eight  years ; 
and  for  four  years  was  superintendent  of  the 
pail  department  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where 
he  installed  a  plant  that  cost  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, the  plant  being  used  for  the  manufactur- 
ing of  pails  and  tobacco  packages.  Mr.  Lowell 
now  resides  in  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  where  he  owns  thirty  acres  of  choice 
land. 

Mr.  Lowell  married  April  7,  1868,  at  Beaver 
Center,  Pennsylvania,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Smith, 
who  was  born  August  27,  1836,  a  daughter  of 
Frank  Strong,  who  married  Mrs.  Hannah 
(Lunger)  Hall,  and  widow  of  the  late  Frank 
Smith.  Mr.  Lowell  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  for  forty 
years  has  belonged  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  at  present  being  quartermaster  of  the 
Pierpont  post,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  of  which  she  was  vice 
president  for  a  year.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, and  Mrs.  Lowell  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah. 

Eleazer  Payne  Chapman  is  one  of  the 
oldest  living  residents  of  Portage  county,  hon- 
ored and  revered  wherever  known.  He  was 
born  in  Rootstown  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  many  years  ago,  on  March  27,  1827,  to 
Nathan  and  Mary  (Whitney)  Chapman,  the 
father  from  Tolland,  Connecticut,  born  July  5, 
1783,  and  the  mother  from  Massachusetts,  and 
she  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
years  lacking  two  months. 

Nathan  and  Mary  Chapman,  the  grand- 
parents of  Eleazer  P.  Chapman,  drove  with 
oxen,  with  one  horse  in  the  lead,  from  Con- 
necticut to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  via  Pitts- 
burg, where  their  one  horse  fell  over  an  em- 
bankment and  was  killed.  Taking  up  their 
abode  in  Rootstown  township  in  1805  they  se- 
cured a  large  tract  of  timber  land,  which  Mr. 
Chapman  attempted  to  clear  and  while  engaged 
in  the  work  a  tree  fell  upon  him  and  caused' 
his  death.  Thus  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  his 
new  home  only  a  few  years.  He  had  a  family 
of  seven  sons  and  a  daughter,  to  each  of  whom 
he  gave  a  farm,  and  thus  Nathan  Chapman, 
the  father  of  Eleazer,  came  into  possession  of 
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his  first  farm,  but  this  he  traded  soon  after- 
ward for  another  near  by.  In  the  clearing,  of 
his  land  and  preparing  it  for  cultivation  he 
suffered  all  the  hardships  known  to  the  true 
pioneer.  This  part  of  the  country  was  then 
infested  with  wild  beasts,  and  the  nearest  mar- 
ket place  was  on  the  Ohio  river,  from  which 
they  brought  their  flour.  likI  when  this  com- 
modity could  not  be  obtained  there  they  manu- 
factured it  in  a  pepper  mill,  and  salt  in  those 
early  days  sold  for  seven  cents  a  pound. 
Nathan  Chapman  had  learned  chairmaking  as 
early  as  1801,  and  he  worked  at  his  trade  while 
his  sons  conducted  the  farm.  Nathan  and 
Mary  Chapman  had  twelve  children,  but  only 
the  following  three  are  now  living:  Francis 
Horley,  who  was  born  June  29,  1820;  and  Fan- 
nie E.,  who  was  born  April  3,  1824. 

Eleazer  P.  Chapman,  the  youngest  of  the 
three,  resided  at  home  until  his  marriage,  and 
going  to  Clinton  county,  Michigan,  when 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  secured  160  acres 
of  land  from  the  government,  which  he  cleared 
of  its  timber  and  placed  under  cultivation. 
Returning  finally  to  Ohio  he  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm  for  three  years,  and  then  going 
again  to  Michigan,  he  finished  the  clearing  of 
his  land  and  lived  there  for  twelve  years,  when 
he  sold  and  returned  once  more  to  the  old 
Chapman  farm  in  Rootstown  township  and 
thereafter  remained  with  his  parents  until  their 
deaths.  Then  buying  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  farm  of  seventy  acres,  he  has  since 
added  to  this  nucleus  until  he  owned  an  estate 
of  204  acres,  but  he  has  since  sold  until  he  has 
left  but  ninety-two  acres,  but  as  fine  farming 
land  as  lies  in  Rootstown  township. 

While  in  Michigan,  on  February  12,  1850, 
Mr.  Chapman  was  married  to  Martha  E.  Bald- 
win, who  was  born  in  Batavia,  Genesee  county, 
Xew  York,  March  3,  1830,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Sophronia  (Crowell)  Baldwin, 
from  Hartford.  Connecticut,  and  Genesee 
county,  Xew  York,  respectively.  Mrs.  Chap- 
man died  on  February  20,  1905.  leaving  one 
son.  Thaddeus  Eleazer.  who  was  born  January 
2,  i860,. and  is  now  the  city  engineer  at  Cleve- 
land. Ohio.  On  September  26,  1906,  Mr.  Chap- 
man married  Lucy  Ann  Baldwin,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife  and  the  widow  of  William  W.  Hen- 
derson. She  has  one  daughter.  May.  the 
widow  of  Francis  Gates  and  a  resident  of  De- 
troit. Michigan.  Mr.  Chapman  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  has  held  all  of  its  offices. 


George  L.  Glitsch. — In  the  life  record  of 
George  L.  Glitsch  are  contained  many  valuable 
lessons  of  self  help,  showing  what  can  be  ac- 
complished by  the  young  men  of  this  free 
country,  though  they  have  no  capital  with 
which  to  start  out  on  life's  journey.  For  mam- 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar 
of  Lorain  county,  an  able  lawyer  and  a  leader 
in  political  circles.  He  was  born  at  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania.  March  14,  1867,  a  son  of  Caspar 
and  Anna  Elizabeth  (Hoffmann)  Glitsch.  The 
parents  were  both  born  in  Laundenhausen. 
Grassherrzun.  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
where  they  were  also  married  and  from  whence 
they  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848.  They 
located  at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  where 
Caspar  Glitsch  died  on  July  24,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years,  and  his  wife  died  there  in 
1893,  when  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

George  L.  Glitsch  received  a  public  scfo  11  <\ 
education,  but  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  he 
left  school  to  work  in  the  family  market  gar- 
den, and  it  was  not  until  he  was  eighteen  that 
he  again  took  up  his  studies,  and  then  he  en- 
tered night  school,  working  in  the  mills  at 
Johnstown  during  the  days.  He  continued  his 
mill  work  until  the  age  of  twenty-five,  and  then 
entering  the  University  of  Michigan  he  took  a 
special  literary  and  law  course  and  graduated 
from  its  law  department  with  the  class  of  1895. 
In  the  same  year  he  came  to  Lorain,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  June  of  the  same  year  and 
at  once  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  the 
law.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Glitsch  has  won  his 
way  to  a  high  standing  in  professional  circles, 
and  has  been  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  his 
city,  serving  as  its  city  solicitor  by  appoint- 
ment and  as  its  mayor  in  1900,  refusing  a  sec- 
ond term  in  that  office.  In  1898  and  with  W. 
B.  Thompson  they  formed  the  Thompson  & 
Glitsch  legal  firm,  which  later  became  Thomp- 
son, Glitsch  &  Cinninger  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  Lorain  coun- 
ty. Mr.  Glitsch  is  also  the  vice  president  of 
the  National  Bank  of  Commerce  of  Lorain,  is 
the  president  of  the  Lorain  Driving  Park  Asso- 
ciation and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
merce. He  is  a  Thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

He  married  Amelia  Hessellbein.  who  was 
born  at  Johnstown.  Pennsylvania. 

Amos  Coleman  Fisk. — The  Fisk  family  has 
been  represented  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ash- 


a4r^.c^>M 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1229 


tabula  since  1810,  and  have  contributed  their 
full  share  to  the  progress  and  development  of 
the  city.  Amos  C.  Fisk  was  born  in  Ashta- 
bula in  1823,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  city,  where  he  died  in  1891.  He  was  a 
son  of  Ann  is  and  Mary  (Hubbard)  Fisk. 

Amos  Fisk  was  born  May  26,  1780.  at  Wen- 
dell, Massachusetts,  and  in  1807  removed  to 
Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He  married,  January  13. 
1808,  at  Trenton.  Xew  York.  Mary,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Ruth  (Coleman)  Hubbard,  born 
at  Middletown,  Connecticut.  August  26,  1789. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisk  removed  to  Ohio  in  1810. 
settling  at  Ashtabula,  and  to  them  were  born 
eleven  children,  of  whom  four  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Fisk  from  the  first  took  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  and  became  an  influential  citi- 
zen. At  one  time  he  owned  the  land  south  of 
the  Xorth  Park,  where  the  present  city  is  lo- 
cated, and  besides  carrying  on  a  farm  he  was 
interested  in  mercantile  business.  He  and  his 
wife  were  greatly  interested  in  the  erection  of 
schools  and  churches,  and  in  1825  the  Baptist 
church  was  organized  in  a  building  erected  by 
Mr.  Fisk  and  donated  to  the  society,  with  the 
land.  This  building  stood  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  North  Park,  and  about  1858  the  city 
wished  to  straighten  the  park,  and  purchased 
the  church,  giving  in  exchange  land  now  occu- 
pied by  the  present  Baptist  church.  Deacon 
Amos  Fisk  died  in  1836,  and  his  widow  in 
1872.  In  1834  he  erected  the  first  brick  resi- 
dence in  Ashtabula.  Three  of  their  sons  grew 
to  manhood,  the  oldest  of  whom.  Isaac  Hub- 
bard, settled  in  Watertown,  New  York,  where 
hi--  children  now  reside.  The  second  son  was 
Amos  Coleman,  and  the  third  Edward  W. 
Edward  W.  Fisk  was  born  in  1832,  and  mar- 
ried Mary  Mygatt.  of  Canfield,  Ohio,  in  i860; 
he  died  in  1901.  In  1859  ne  removed  to  Lee- 
tonia,  where  he  engaged  in  coal  mining  until 
18(14,  then  returned  to  Ashtabula  and  engaged 
in  flour  business  with  his  brother  Amos  C. 
Later  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Ashtabula  Harbor,  and  for  eight  years  was 
collector  of  customs.  His  oldest  son.  Dr. 
George  Mygatt  Fisk,  lives  at  Madison.  Wis- 
consin;  he  served  during  President  McKin- 
ley's  first  term  as  second  secretary  at  the  Em- 
bassy  al  Berlin.  He  was  professor  of  eco- 
nomics at  Tome  Institute,  Port  Deposit,  Mary- 
land, and  later  held  a  similar  position  at  the 
University  of  Illinois.  The  second  son  of  Ed- 
ward Fisk.  Edward  A.,  is  employed  in  railroad 
work,  and  lives  with  his  mother  in  Ashtabula. 

Amos  Coleman  Fisk  was  for  many  vears  a 


flour  merchant  of  Ashtabula,  and  later  became 
extensively  interested  in  real  estate.  He  was 
always  interested  in  every  movement  for  the 
growth,  progress  and  improvement  of  his  na- 
tive city,  and  in  the  building  of  the  railroads 
connecting.  Ashtabula  with  Pittsburg  and  lake 
ports.  He  was  public-spirited  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  had  any  dealings,  in  a  social  or 
business  way. 

In  1861  Mr.  Fisk  married  Sarah  L.  Paine, 
of  Royalston,  Massachusetts,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Amos  Paine,  born  in 
1874.  They  also  adopted  a  daughter,  Kitty  C. 
Mrs.  Fisk  is  a  woman  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, and  lives  on  Park  Place,  in  Ashtabula. 
The  house  occupied  by  the  family  for  forty- 
five  years  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the 
city,  having  been  built  by  Russell  Clark  about 


John  Mortimer  Treat,  a  farmer  of  Por- 
tage county,  is  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of 
Treats  who  identified  themselves  for  many 
generations  with  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  Connecticut.  The  family  were  con- 
nected with  the  Treat  who  was  at  one  time 
governor  of  the  state.  John  Mortimer  Treat 
was  born  in  his  present  residence,  October  29, 
1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Amos  Mortimer  and  Har- 
riet (Hatch)  Treat.  The  name  was  formerly 
spelled  Trott  or  Tratt,  and  Richard  Treat,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  was 
great-grandson  of  William  Trott,  of  Staple- 
grove,  England.  Richard  Treat  was  born  about 
1584,  at  Pitsminster,  Somerset  count}'.  Eng- 
land, and  died  in  1669-70.  at  Wethersfield,  Con- 
necticut. His  son  Richard  was  born  in  1623  in 
Pitsminster,  and  died  about  1693.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Wethersfield.  His  son, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Treat,  born  December  12, 
1668,  in  Wethersfield,  died  January  17,  1762; 
he  was  a  training,  band  lieutenant,  and  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  Glastonbury,  Connecticut. 
Lieutenant  Treat's  son  Thomas  was  born  May 
3,  1699,  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  and  he 
died  January  15,  1780.  Of  his  eleven  children, 
(  iershom  Treat  was  born  September  15.  1740, 
in  I  rla'stonbury,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  the 
same  state.  His  wife  Jane  died  March  17, 
1830,  and  is  buried  in  Aurora.  Gershom  Treat 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  enlisted 
April  21,  1777.  in  Captain  Vine  Elderkin's 
Company,  of  Windham,  Connecticut,  in  the 
regiment  of  Colnel  Heman  Swift ;  he  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  <  Ictober  4,  1777, 
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and  was  discharged  January  8,  1778.  Gershom 
Treat's  son,  Amos  Hall  Treat,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 1 ;,  1786,  at  Glastonbury.  Connecticut ; 
he  married  jane  Stuart,  of  Portland,  Connecti- 
cut, and  they  had  two  children. 

Amos  Mortimer,  father  of  John  Mortimer 
Treat,  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut, 
March  13,  1813;  he  married  Harriet  M.  Hatch, 
of  Aurora,  in  1841,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren. He  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in 
1816,  in  company  with  his  parents,  with  horses 
and  a  big  wagon.  The  party  consisted  of  his 
father,  Amos  Hall  Treat,  his  wife  and  two 
children,  Sabrina  Stuart,  his  sister-in-law,  and 
Levi  Stuart.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Hud- 
son, Ohio,  and  on  being  told  in  Cleveland  that 
they  could  cut  off  much  of  the  road  by  driving 
along  the  lake  they  did  so,  and  the  wagon 
wheels  got  caught  in  the  rocks  in  the  lake,  so 
that  the  women  and  children  of  the  party  had 
to  be  taken  ashore  on  the  men's  backs.  Amos 
Hall  Treat  owned  the  property  which  is  now 
the  college  campus  of  the  Western  Reserve 
College ;  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia  of 
Connecticut,  and  his  commission  was  signed 
October  15,  1813,  by  the  governor,  John  Cotton 
Smith.  The  document  is  now  in  Mr.  Treat's 
possession  and  highly  prized  as  a  relic. 

John  Mortimer  Treat  attended  Samuel  Bis- 
sell's  school  at  Twinsburgh,  Summit  county, 
and  later  graduated  at  a  Cleveland  commercial 
college.  He  then  spent  three  or  four  years  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  company  with  his 
father,  at  Bainbridge.  In  1865  Mr.  Treat  re- 
moved to  the  farm  he  now  occupies.  He  mar- 
ried January  16,  1866,  at  Bainbridge,  Eunice 
Rudolph ;  her  father,  Perry  Rudolph,  was  born 
September  13,  1813,  and  married  Caroline  El-_ 
lenwood,  September  10,  1834,  at  Hiram  town-'' 
ship.  John  Rudolph,  grandfather  of  Eunice 
Rudolph,  came  from  Shenandoah  Valley,  Vir- 
ginia, and  settled  in  Portage  county,  in  1805 ; 
Perry  Rudolph  and  his  family  live  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  Xew  York,  and  Mrs.  Treat  still  has 
the  teakettle  in  which  her  family  made  tea 
during  the  journey  by  wagon  from  Sackett's 
Harbor  to  the  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treat  have  three  children. 
namely:  Carrie  Mercedes,  Frank  Mortimer 
and  Lucretia  Rudolph.  Carrie  M.  married  Dr. 
Frank  E.  Bard  and  has  three  children,  namely : 
Norma  Antoinette,  Rudolph  Treat  and  Mal- 
comb  Treat.  Frank  Mortimer  married  Carrie 
E.  Gould  and  has  no  children.  Lucretia  R. 
Treat  married  Thomas  C.  Larter.  They  have 
two  children.  Donna  M.  and  Mortimer  Treat. 


Cory  Oscar  Pfile. — As  an  industrious  and 
thrifty  farmer,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his 
calling,  Cory  Pfile  is  an  able  assistant  in  main- 
taining the  reputation  of  Portage  county  as  a 
superior  agricultural  region,  his  farm,  al- 
though a  comparatively  small  one,  being  one  of 
the  best  managed  and  most  productive  in 
Edinburg  township.  A  son  of  the  late  John 
Pfile,  he  was  born,  September  11,  1869,  in 
this  township,  and  was  here  educated  in  the 
district  schools. 

A  native  of  Germany,  John  Pfile  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents  when  a  small  boy, 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  which  his 
father  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness.  Taking 
upon  himself  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
a  family  man,  he  settled  in  Edinburg  township, 
and  was  here  industriously  employed  in  tilling, 
the  soil  until  his  death,  June  30,  1884.  He 
married  Mary  Boles,  who  was  born  and  edu- 
cated in  Portage  county.  She  survived  him, 
dying  February  24,  1886.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  Cory,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
sketch,  being  the  fourth  son  in  order  of  birth. 

Remaining  on  the  homestead  until  after  the 
death  of  his  parents,  Cory  Pfile  subsequently 
worked  for  wages  for  a  short  time,  but  after 
his  marriage  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  has  now  a  snug  little  estate  of 
forty  acres,  pleasantly  located  in  Edinburg 
township,  and  is  carrying  on  general  farming 
very  successfully,  receiving  good  returns  in 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  his  crops  for  the 
labor  expended. 

Mr.  Pfile  married  June  24,  1889.  Ada  M. 
Payne,  who  was  born  October  13,  1870,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Fawley) 
Pavne.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Pfile,  namely:  Harry  R. ;  Alta  I. 
died  in  infancy:  Fern  L. :  Myrtle  I.;  Herbert 
P.  died  in  childhood ;  and  Mary  E.  Mr.  Pfile 
takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  served 
one  term  as  township  trustee,  being  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  which  he  uniformly  sup- 
ports at  the  polls.  A  man  of  sterling  integrity, 
upright  in  his  dealings,  Mr,  Pfile  is  highly 
esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  friends,  and  is 
regarded  bv  all  as  a  useful  and  valuable  mem- 
ber of  the  community. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Powers  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
oldest  physicians  of  Portage  county,  and  has 
been  the  loved  family  physician  in  mam'  of  the 
households  of  the  early  settlers  as  well  as  of 
those  of  its  present  residents.     The  son  of  a 
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physician,  his  first  practice  was  in  Lordstown, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  following  his  pro- 
fessional connection  with  that  village  he  at- 
tended the  Western  Reserve  Medical  College 
at  Cleveland  and  from  there  matriculated  in 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati.  Re- 
turning then  to  the  scene  of  his  first  profes- 
sional labors,  Lordstown,  he  continued  there 
until  November  10,  1868,  when  he  then  estab- 
lished himself  in  Rootstown,  his  future  field 
of  endeavor.  Both  his  professional  and  busi- 
ness record  are  alike  commendable,  for  in  both 
relations  he  has  been  true  to  the  trusts  reposed 
in  him  and  has  shown  himself  worthy  of  public 
regard. 

Dr.  Powers  was  born  in  Milton,  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  January  28.  1837,  a  son  of 
James  and  Rebecca  (Windle)  Powers,  the 
father  born  in  Youngstown  September  11, 
1809,  and  the  mother  in  Newton  township, 
Trumbull  county,  in  1810.  The  grandparents 
•on  the  paternal  side,  Abram  and  Elizabeth 
(Woodworth)  Powers,  were  from  New  Jer- 
sey, while  the  maternal  grandfather,  Francis 
Windle,  was  from  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  in 
Newton  township,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
traveling  overland  with  an  ox  team  in  about 
the  year  1800  and  locating  on  the  Mahoning 
river.  The  paternal  family  were  among  the 
•earliest  families  of  Youngstown.  James 
Powers,  father  of  the  doctor,  entered  upon  his 
"business  career  as  a  carpenter  with  his  father, 
while  later  he  was  employed  in  a  mercantile 
store  at  Vienna,  Ohio,  by  a  Mr.  Cramer  and 
at  farm  laoor,  and  during  his  life  time  he  be- 
came one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men 
of  his  community.  At  Milton  in  1832  he  went 
into  mercantile  business  which  he  continued 
until  1835,  and  then  entered  upon  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  Tracey  Brunson  at  New- 
ton. In  1846  he  was  elected  the  first  sheriff 
of  Mahoning  county,  and  gave  up  his  profes- 
sional practice  to  take  charge  of  the  office, 
where  he  remained  for  two  terms,  and  then 
returning  to  Milton  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  In  1861  he  organ- 
ized Company  H,  Twentieth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantrv,  and  went  into  service  as  its  captain, 
hut  in  1863  he  was  honorably  discharged  on 
account  of  disability.  Returning  then  to 
Youngstown  he  farmed  on  the  old  home  place 
until  moving  in  1871  to  Rootstown.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  in  1882  he  lived  with  his 
son,  the  doctor,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  F.  P. 
Chapman,  of  Ravenna,  his  death  occurring  at 


the  former's  home  on  February  3,  1890.  He 
nad  three  children,  but  a  daughter,  Mary,  died 
at  the  aee  of  twenty-four  years  in  1864. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Powers,  the  only  son  in  the  above 
family,  married  on  October  13,  1858,  Cynthia 
A.  Sherwin,  who  was  born  in  Lordstown, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Sher- 
win, from  Pennsylvania.  The  four  children 
of  that  union  are :  Frank  R.,  who  was  born  on 
September  12,  1859,  and  died  on  November  5, 
1903 ;  Dr.  H.  W.,  who  was  born  September 
5,  1864,  and  is  now  a  practicing  physician  at 
Amherst,  this  state ;  Jessie  A.,  born  November 
12,  1869,  and  at  home  with  her  father;  and 
John  E.,  born  September  10,  1874,  and  died 
June  25,  1875.  The  wife  and  mother  is  also 
deceased,  dying  on  September  11,  1874,  and 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1876,  the  doctor  married 
for  his  second  wife  Sarah  L.  Bingham,  the 
widow  of  Frederick  Barlow,  to  whom  she  was 
married  November  24,  1864,  and  a  daughter 
of  Nathan  and  Eliza  (McCann)  Bingham, 
from  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  from  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  respectively.  Mrs.  Powers  is  a 
granddaughter  of  Asa  and  Hanna  ( Lord ) 
Bingham,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Pow- 
ers passed  from  the  district  schools  to  the 
Talmage  and  Elsworth  College,  and  after  the 
completion  of  her  education  she  taught  at 
Berlin  for  one  term,  and  also  at  Talmage. 
Yale  and  Rootstown.  She  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church  since  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  while  Dr.  Powers  has  held 
membership  relations  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination  since  September  of 
1855,  ar"d  he,  has  served  his  church  as  presi- 
dent of  its  board  of  trustees,  and  since  1864 
as  a  steward.  During  two  years  he  served 
Rootstown  township  as  treasurer,  elected  by 
the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Royal  Arcanum  at  Ravenna. 

Hox.  William  B.  Thompson. — Among 
Lorain's  professional  and  business  men  none 
are  more  closely  identified  with  its  growth  and 
best  interests  than  the  Hon.  William  1'.. 
Thompson,  a  man  who  has  brought  his  thor- 
ough wisdom  to  bear  not  alone  in  professional 
paths,  but  also  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  which 
lias  so  long  been  his  home  and  with  whose 
interests  he  has  been  thoroughly  identified.  He 
is  a  lawyer  of  well  known  ability  and  a  citizen 
of  the  highest  standing. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  in  Columbia  town- 
ship,  Lorain   county,   September  6,    1803.  and 
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the  family  for  several  generations  have  been 
residents  of  this  community.  He  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  E.  and  Emular  L.  (Osborn)  Thump- 
son,  and  a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of 
John  V.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
but  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Columbia 
township.  Lorain  county.  The  maternal 
grandfather  was  William  B.  Osborn,  who  was 
born  in  Columbia  township,  his  father.  A.  1'. 
Osborn.  having  come  here  from  his  native 
state  of  Connecticut  in  1810.  Samuel  B. 
Thompson  was  born  in  Columbia  township  in 
1836,  and  he  has  been  a  farmer  there  all  his 
life,  and  is  living  at  the  present  time,  but  his 
wife,  born  in  Columbia  township  in  1837.  died 
there  in  July  of  1899.  There  were  two  sons 
in  their  family,  and  the  elder,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, resides  in  Columbia  township  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  in  Cleveland. 
William  B.  Thompson,  the  younger  son.  was 
reared  until  his  eleventh  year  on  the  home 
farm,  his  parents  then  moving  to  Berea  in 
order  to  afford  their  sons  better  educational 
advantages,  and  William  B..  after  finishing  the 
high  school  course,  entered  Baldwin  Univer- 
sity of  that  city  and  graduated  with  its  Class 
of '1885.  and  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  After 
leaving  college  he  spent  about  a  year  on  the 
farm  and  in  teaching  school,  and  in  1886  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  G.  M.  Barber 
at  Cleveland,  and  a  year  later  accepted  a  posi- 
tion in  the  office  of  Judge  A.  R.  Webber  in 
Elyria.  In  1888  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  in  March  of  1899  he  located  in  Lorain 
and  entered  upon  a  successful  career  as  an 
attorney  and  later  as  a  man  of  large  affairs. 
He  was  one  of  the  three  organizers,  and  the 
president  since  its  organization,  of  the  Penfield 
Avenue  Savings  Bank  of  Lorain ;  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Home  Building  Company  of  Lo- 
rain, the  president  of  the  Barrows  Milling 
Company  of  Lorain,  and  a  director  in  the 
Cleveland.  Columbus  and  Southwestern  Elec- 
tric Company,  a  director  in  the  Black  River 
Telephone  Company  and  a  director  in  the  Lo- 
rain County  Electric  Railway  Company,  which 
runs  from  Elyria  to  Amherst  and  Lorain,  and 
from  Elyria  to  Grafton,  running  on  the  Green 
line,  which  Mr.  Thompson  helped  to  build. 
He  is  also  a  trustee  of  Baldwin  University, 
president  of  the  Tri-County  Realty  Company, 
with  headquarters  in  Lorain,  and  he  organized 
and  incorporated  the  Lake  Erie  and  Pittsburg1 
Railroad  Company  1  steam  i  and  is  its  attorney, 
and  for  five  years  its  former  vice-president. 
In  April.   1800.  he  was  elected  the  mayor  of 


Lorain,  and  was  returned  to  the  office  in  1892.. 
Mr.  Thompson  continued  alone  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  until  1899,  when  George  L. 
Glitsch  was  admitted  as  a  partner  and  the  firm. 
became  Thompson  &  Glitsch,  and  a  few  years 
later  A.  W.  Cinninger  came  into  the  firm,  the 
present  style  of  which  is  Thompson,  Glitsch  & 
Cinninger,  and  their  practice  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  lucrative  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Thompson  married,  December  17,  1890, 
Lulu,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  James  L.  San- 
ford,  of  Lorain,  and  their  two  children  are 
Helen  Marie,  and  Robert  William,  aged  re- 
spectively fifteen  and  six  years.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son is  a  member  of  Lorain  Lodge.  Xo.  552. 
F.  &  A.  M..  Mystic  Chapter.  Xo.  170,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  the  Council.  R.  &  S.  M. :  a  member 
of  Black  River  Lodge,  Xo.  682.  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  the  Lake  Shore  Encampment.  No.  242 : 
and  a  member  of  Woodland  Lodge.  Xo.  226. 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  one  of  the  cor- 
porators and  became  the  first  president  of  the 
old  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  when  that 
body  and  the  Board  of  Trade  were  consoli- 
dated, forming  the  Lorain  Board  of  Com- 
merce, he  became  the  first  vice-president  of 
the  latter.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist church,  as  is  Mrs.  Thompson. 

Freeman  R.  Rawdon,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Windsor  township.  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  that  township. 
February  7,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
Amorett  ( Goddard )  Rawdon.  His  grand- 
father, Samuel  Rawdon,  was  born  in  1774.  in 
Tolland.  Connecticut,  and  died  in  1846.  He 
came  to  Ohio  in  1813.  with  an  ox-team,  and 
settled  in  the  northwest  part  of  Windsor  t<  iwn- 
ship.  on  a  farm.  He  built  a  sawmill  to  run 
by  water  power.  Samuel  Rawdon  married 
Abigail  Winslow.  born  in  1774.  died  in  1867, 
and  their  children  were :  Stephen,  deceased : 
Daniel :  Lydia.  Mrs.  Baker,  deceased :  Weal- 
thea.  Mariva,  Ariel.  Ezra,  and  Roxie.  the 
youngest,  all  deceased. 

Daniel  Rawdon  was  born  in  Tolland.  Con- 
necticut. August  3,  1808.  and  died  March  31, 
1899.  He  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  when 
four  years  of  age.  He  became  a  farmer  and 
was  also  a  great  hunter,  and  sold  some  of  his 
game.  He  killed  over  six  hundred  deer,  as  well 
as  elks,  bears,  wolves,  etc.  He  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  neighbors,  had  a  multitude  of 
friends,  and  was  called  "Uncle"  by  nearly  all 
who  knew  him.  He  served  as  road  super- 
visor  and   school   director,  and   two  or  three 
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terms  as  township  trustee.  Mr.  Rawdon  mar- 
ried Amorett  Goddard.  born  in  1805,  died  in 
185 1.  and  their  children  were:  Rosarma.  born 
in  1831,  died  unmarried,  in  1872:  Freeman  R. : 
Jeduthan.  born  in  1837.  died  unmarried  in 
i860,  was  a  musician;  and  Rodelia,  born  in 
1839,  died  in  1906,  unmarried. 

Freeman  R.  Rawdon  attended  school  in  his 
.  native^  township  and  later  worked  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  worked  fourteen  years  in 
a  shingle  mill,  and  also  worked  in  a  sawmill, 
carrying  on  his  farm  at  the  same  time.  He 
put  in  a  circular  saw  in  a  mill  and  ran  it,  and 
owned  half  interest  in  Hartsgrove  Township 
Mill,  but  sold  it  many  years  ago.  He  used  to 
buy  and  clear  land,  clearing  it  and  using  the 
lumber  in  his  mill.  He  now  owns  300  acres 
of  land,  and  carries  on  general  farming.  He 
takes  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  "and  is 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Windsor  Lodge,  Xo. '329,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  been 
through  the  chairs  and  is  now  past  grand  ;  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Encampment,  and  has 
passed  through  the  chairs,  and  has  served 
many  years  as  treasurer  of  the  Encampment 
and  the  subordinate  lodge.  His  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rebekah  Lodge  of  Windsor,  of 
which  she  has  served  as  treasurer. 

Mr.  Rawdon  married,  in  1872,  Josephine, 
daughter  of  Selden  and  Sally  Ann  (Howes) 
Pound,  born  December  1,  1838,  and  they  have 
one  son,  George.  George  Rawdon  was  born 
November  19,  1873,  and  lives  at  home.  He 
married  May  Baker.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  mercantile  business,  has  worked  at  farming, 
and  at  present  is  handling  real  estate.  He  is 
a  member  of  Hartsgrove  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  also  belongs  to  Windsor  Lodge,  No.  329, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  to 
the  Encampment,  having  passed  through  the 
chairs  in  both.  He  is.  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  has  served  four  years  as  township  clerk. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  enterprise  and  ambition. 
and  is  well  liked  and  popular.  He  has  had 
good  business  training,  and  his  future  is  prom- 
ising. 

Edward  F>urr,  of  Concord  township,  whose 
residence  is  on  the  old  girdled  road,  which  was 
built  in  1798.  situated  five  and  one-half  miles 
southeast  of  Painesville.  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford. Connecticut.  January  7,  1843.  He  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Mariette  (Rowley  I  Burr, 
both  natives  of  Connecticut.  David  Burr  was 
a   shoemaker,  and   came  to  Concord   in    1849, 


there  following  his  trade  on  his  farm  at  the 
corners.  He  did  custom  work,  securing  the 
same  from  Cleveland,  and  his  two  sons  also 
worked  in  the  shop.  David  Burr  died  at  Con- 
cord about  1898,  over  eightv  vears  of  age. 
His  father,  Roswell  Burr,  came  to  Ohio  be- 
fore 1849,  and  lived  in  Chardon,  Geauga 
county.  He  also  was  a  shoemaker,  and  lived 
to  be  over  eighty  years  of  age.  David  Burr's 
wife  died  before  her  husband.  Thev  had  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  and  the  oldest  son. 
Charles,  married  and  lived  in  Connecticut.  The 
others  are :  John,  a  shoemaker,  living  in  Char- 
don; Edward;  Fred,  was  a  farmer'and  lived 
on  the  old  homestead,  but  when  going  down 
hill  one  day  he  was  instantly  killed,  his  head 
being  run  over  by  a  loaded  wagon  ;  and  Eu- 
lalia,  married  Carlos  Baker,  who  died,  and 
she  lives  on  the  old  plank  road  in  Concord. 

Edward  Burr  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army, 
August  12,  1862,  in  Company  D.  Seventh  (  )hio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  to  the  close 
of  the  war  with  this  company.  He  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Dumfries,  Ringold,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Atlanta,  and  also  in  the  ( Gettysburg 
campaign.  He  was  discharged  with  his  regi- 
ment, after  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Burr  returned 
to  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  first  with  his  father, 
and  later  in  company  with  his  brother  John, 
at  Montville.  He  afterward  worked  in  "stone 
quarries  and  helped  in  building  bridges,  work- 
ing on  a  great  many  stone  and  brick  bridges. 
on  almost  every  one  along  Big  Creek.  He 
also  worked  on  the  Chardon  road  at  teaming 
and  helped  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
from  Painesville  to  Chardon,  and  trestle  work 
on  the  grade ;  he  was  dredging  and  ballasting, 
three  or  four  years.  In  1874  he  secured  his 
present  farm  of  ninety-four  and  one-half  acres, 
which  has  since  been  his  residence,  and  where 
he  has  successfully  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing. He  is  well  known  for  enterprise  and 
thrift,  and  is  a  patriotic,  public-spirited  citizen. 
Mr.  Burr  married,  April  26.  1866,  Martha, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Lucy  (Curtis)  Emer- 
son, born  in  Chardon  township.  Geauga  county, 
near  her  present  home.  Jesse  Emerson  was 
born  in  Painesville.  September  17.  1812,  and 
his  daughter  Martha  was  twenty  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Mr.  Burr  and 
his  wife  had  four  children,  namely:  Cora,  mar- 
ried Clarence  Thayer,  of  Painesville;  Charlie, 
married  Clara  Little,  of  Perry,  and  works  in 
a  grocery  store  in  Painesville;  Ruby,  married 
Louie  Rust,   who   works   in   the    Nickle   Plate 
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Milling  Company ;  and  Mattie.  living  at  home. 
Mrs.  Burr  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

Stephen  Peter  Hartzell,  a  real  estate  and 
insurance  dealer  in  Wadsvvorth,  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Allen  &  Hartzell.  was  born  in 
Northampton  count}',  Pennsylvania,  December 
i,  1857,  a  son  OI  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Heller) 
Hartzell,  the  father  a  weaver  by  trade.  The 
son  attended  first  the  schools  of  Windgap, 
Pennsylvania,  later  was  in  school  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Wadsworth,  and  he  completed  his  edu- 
cational training  in  the  Mennonite  College.  He 
first  came  to  Ohio  in  1877.  when  he  located 
at  Norton,  but  three  months  later  he  came  to 
Wadsworth,  and  from  here  in  1880  he  went  to 
Akron  to  engage  in  the  bookbinding  business. 
During  one  year  from  1888  he  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  after  which  he  re- 
sumed work  along  his  former  line,  continuing 
as  a  book  binder  from  1889  to  1902,  and  then 
elected  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Under- 
writers for  the  city  of  Akron  he  served  in  that 
position  for  two  years.  He  was  then  appointed, 
through  the  civil  service  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, to  a  position  in  the  book  binding  de- 
partment of  the  government  printing  office. 
Following  the  termination  of  that  position  in 
1907  Mr.  Hartzell  embarked  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  on 
the  1st  of  June,  1908,  returned  to  Wadsworth. 
He  has  served  as  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  Akron  from  April,  1899,  to  April. 
1901  ;  during  his  term  he  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  free  night  schools  for  the  city  of 
Akron. 

He  married  Miss  Cora  F.  Kremer.  of  this 
city,  and  they  have  one  son,  Leslie  K.  Mr. 
Hartzell  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity. 

John  G.  Wiegand,  although  a  resident  of 
Amherst  township  and  of  the  United  States 
for  less  than  nineteen  years,  has  proven  his 
substantial  German  ability,  and  has  but  lately 
purchased  a  good  farm,  upon  which  he  is  liv- 
ing and  to  whose  cultivation  and  improvement 
he  is  devoting  himself  with  spirit  and  determi- 
nation. He  is  a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Ger- 
many, born  July  13,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Gesberg)  Wiegand.  His 
father  is  a  wagon  maker  and  is  still  busy  at 
his  trade  in  Germany. 

In  1 89 1  Mr.  Wiegand  came  to  this  country, 
settling  first  at  South  Amherst,  where  he  was 


employed  for  several  years  by  the  Cleveland 
Stone  Company.  Ambitious  for  a  more  inde- 
pendent career,  however,  he  rented  a  farm  of 
some  fifty  acres  from  the  James  Nicholl  estate 
on  North  Ridge,  and  made  such  a  success  of 
his  venture  that  he  in  1910  purchased  the  prop- 
erty. Mr.  Wiegand  is  a  citizen  of  integrity 
and  morality,  having  been  connected  since  bov- 
hood  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  to 
which  he  also  owes  his  education  in  the  paro- 
chial schools.  His  wife,  Mary  Grant  Cham- 
bers, whom  he  married  on  March  7,  1904,  is 
a  Scotch  lady,  who  was  born  in  Dundee  and 
emigrated  to  Amherst  township  during  the 
year  of  his  own  coming,  1891,  and  made  her 
home  with  her  aunt,  the  late  Mrs.  James 
Nicholl,  Sr.,  remaining  with  that  ladv  until  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Nicholl. 

Eugene  J.  Norton. — A  practical  and  pros- 
perous agriculturist  of  Lake  county,  Eugene  J. 
Norton  displays  much  ability  and'  skill  in  his 
chosen  work,  his  farm,  pleasantly  located  one 
mile  southeast  of  Perry  village,  being  in  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation,  furnished  with 
good  buildings  and  plenty  of  machinery  of  the 
most  approved  kinds  for  successfully  carrying 
on  his  labors.  A  son  of  Nelson  Norton,  he 
was  born  July  10,  1849,  m  Perry,  on  what  is 
now  the  Lake  Shore  right-of-way,  near  Lane 
Station.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Norton,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Perry. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812.  in 
which  he  served  as  a  soldier,  Joseph  Norton, 
with  either  six  or  seven  brothers,  migrated 
from  Massachusetts  to  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
where  all  made  permanent  settlements,  Joseph, 
however,  being  the  only  one  to  remain  in 
Perry.  He  subsequently  bought  land  near  the 
part  through  which  the  Nickle  Plate  Railway 
now  passes,  and  improved  a  farm.  He  after- 
wards lived  on  the  Stuber  farm  until  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  when  he  removed  to  Jeffer- 
son, Ashtabula  county,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  June  1,  1875,  at  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  He  married  Paulina 
Crooks,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 

Nelson  Norton  was  born  in  Aurora,  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  December  24,  1819,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Perry  in  1828.  He 
assisted  his  father,  as  soon  as  old  enough,  in 
clearing  a  homestead  from  the  wilderness,  ami 
after  his  marriage  settled  at  Lane  Station. 
where  he  resided  until  1856.  Coming  then  to 
Perry,  he  Ixwght  land  on  the  Narrows  road, 
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and  at  once  began  its  improvement,  each  year 
adding  much  to  its  value.  In  1870  he  built 
the  brick  residence  now  standing  upon  it,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  his  free  and  independent 
occupation  until  his  death,  November  19,  1888. 
He  married  Maria  E.  Baldwin,  who  was  born 
in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  April  25, 
1819,  and  died  on  the  home  farm,  in  Perry, 
Ohio,  February,  1887.  Her  father,  Jehiel 
Baldwin,  came  with  his  family  from  western 
Massachusetts  to  Perry,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and 
lived  for  a  short  time  on  the  South  Ridge 
road,  but  later  settling  near  Lane  Station. 
Early  in  1861  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  the  Narrows  road,  where,  in  April  of  that 
yea'r,  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  He  also  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mar- 
garet Sackett,  went  West  after  his  death,  but 
returned  to  Perry  after  a  few  months'  ab- 
sence, and  died  in  1876,  in  Ohio.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  Nor- 
ton, namely:  Octavia  P.  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  ;  Marion  died  when  seven  years  old  ; 
Eugene  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Remus 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  he  and  his  two 
older  sisters  dying  within  a  period  of  eight 
days ;  Olivia,  for  many  years  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  Lake  county  schools,  died  in 
1 89 1 ;  and  Camilla,  who  was  book-keeper,  and 
for  a  while  an  assistant  in  the  Lake  Shore 
accountants'  office,  in  Cleveland,  married 
George  E.  Bates,  of  Goldfield,  Nevada. 

After  leaving  the  district  school,  Eugene  J. 
Norton  entered  Oberlin  College,  where  he 
completed  his  early  education.  Choosing  for 
his  life  work  the  occupation  to  which  he  was 
reared,  he  has  met  with  signal  success.  In 
1900  he  assumed  possession  of  his  present 
estate,  known  as  the  Haskell  farm,  and  is  here 
carrying  on  mixed  husbandry  with  satisfactory 
results.  He  is  a  man  of  undoubted  enterprise 
and  energy,  and  when  younger  was  busily  em- 
ployed for  twelve  or  thirteen  years  in  running 
a  threshing  machine,  and  for  two  seasons  op- 
erated a  saw  mill.  From  1902  until  1906,  four 
years,  Mr.  Norton  rendered  good  service  as 
road  supervisor,  and  in  1908,  and  again  in 
1909,  was  appointed  to  the  same  office,  and 
given  full  control  of  all  of  the  public  highways 
of  the  township. 

Mr.  Norton  married,  February  26.  1874. 
Emma  L.  Graves,  who  was  born  in  England 
and  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents,  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Rollings)  Graves,  when  about  a 
year  old.     Mr.   and   Mrs.    Norton   have   two 


children,  namely:  Nelson  D.,  born  December 
31-  l&75>  living  at  home;  and  Maud  L.,  born 
June  25,  1880,  also  at  home.  Politically  Mr. 
Norton  is  an  uncompromising  Republican  ;  re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  of  the  chairs. 

William  E.  Miller. — The  late  William  E. 
Miller,  who  died  at  his  home  in  the  city  of 
Elyria,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1909,  was  a  man  who  left  a  definite 
impress  upon  the  industrial  and  civic  history 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  His  career  illustrates 
in  a  marked  degree  the  power  of  concentrating 
the  resources  of  the  entire  man  and  lifting 
them  into  the  sphere  of  high  achievement;  of 
supplementing  splendid  natural  endowments 
with  close  application,  impregnable  integrity 
and  untiring  tenacity  of  purpose.  Along  the 
manifold  lines  in  which  he  directed  his  fine 
energies  and  abilities,  both  as  a  business  man 
and  as  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  he 
made  of  success  not  an  accident  but  a  logical 
result.  Not  yet  has  sufficient  time  elapsed  since 
he  was  called  from  the  scene  of  his  prolific 
labors  to  enable  us  to  gain  a  clear  perspective 
of  his  life  and  thereby  determine  the  ultimate 
value  of  his  services ;  but  even  a  cursory  re- 
view must  reveal  much  of  the  man  as  he  stood 
forth  a  noble  type  of  the  world's  workers, 
making  his  life  count  for  good  in  all  its  rela- 
tions. For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  closely 
identified  with  the  industrial  and  business  in- 
terests of  Lorain  county,  and  it  might  well  be 
said  that  none  has  done  more  to  promote  the 
progress  of  the  city  and  the  county  than  this 
honored  citizen. 

William  E.  Miller  was  born  at  Constable- 
ville.  New  York,  on  the  1  ith  of  August.  1839. 
a  son  of  Edwin  Miller,  a  farmer  of  that  state, 
of  stanch  English  extraction.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  the  grandfather  on  the  mother's 
side  was  named  David  Eells.  Mr.  Miller,  of 
this  sketch,  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his 
life  on  the  home  farm  in  Lewis  county,  New 
York,  and,  although  his  education  within  the 
walls  of  the  school  house  was  very  limited,  at 
that  age  he  commenced  to  take  deep  draughts 
of  the  more  valuable  knowledge  which  comes 
from  contact  and  struggles  with  the  world. 
From  the  age  of  fifteen  to  eighteen  he  had  his 
earliest  experiences  with  the  mercantile  world 
in  his  native  state,  but  in  1857  located  in  Cleve- 
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land,  Ohio,  where,  for  sixteen  years,  his  busi- 
ness progress  was  pronounced  and  continuous. 
In  the  spring  of  1873  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Grafton  (Ohio J  Stone  Company, 
and  thus  became  first  identified  with  the  prog- 
ress of  Lorain  county.  In  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Miller  had  married,  but  bis  family  remained 
in  the  old  New  York  home  until  1874,  when 
they  rejoined  him  at  Elyria. 

Mr.  Miller's  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Grafton  Stone  Company  were  energetic, 
sagacious  and  progressive,  and  through  his  ef- 
forts the  enterprise  was  developed  into  one  of 
the  important  industrial  concerns  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Upon  the  absorption  of  this 
company  by  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company,  in 
1899,  Mr.  Miller  bought  an  interest  in  the 
Shelby  Tube  Company  and  thus  became  con- 
nected with  the  important  manufacture  of 
seamless  steel  tubing.  In  1900  several  manu- 
factories in  that  line  formed  a  combination, 
without  abandoning  their  distinctive  organi- 
zations. Among  these  was  the  Shelby  Tube 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Miller  became  presi- 
dent in  1901,  retaining  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs  until  the  entire  combination 
Avas  absorbed  by  the  United  States  Steel  Cor- 
poration. At  a  later  date  Mr.  Miller  organ- 
ized the  Elyria  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  was 
consulted  in  the  erection  of  its  fine  plant  just 
south  of  the  city,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  a  silent,  though  influential  interest  in  the 
company.  The  concern  now  represents  one 
of  the  well  managed  and  important  industries 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  in  connection 
with  its  upbuilding  Mr.  Miller  largely  defined 
its  early  policies  which  brought  it  to  substan- 
tial success. 

Broad-minded,  loyal  and  public-spirited  as 
a  citizen,  Mr.  Miller  did  not  hedge  himself  in 
with  matters  of  individual  business,  but  found 
much  satisfaction  in  giving  his  co-operation 
to  measures  of  public  moment.  This  spirit 
prompted  him  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the 
Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society  at  a  time 
when  its  affairs  were  in  a  deplorable  condi- 
tion. He  carefully  made  a  canvass  of  the  situ- 
ation, consulted  ways  and  means,  and  finally 
outlined  the  thorough  business  policy  under 
which  the  society  was  rehabilitated,  its  prop- 
erty holdings  made  secure  and  its  operations 
rendered  effective  and  profitable.  The  society 
is  now  free  from  indebtedness  and  its  annual 
fairs  are  a  source  of  much  profit  and  satis- 
faction to  the  people  of  the  county.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler had  various  capitalistic  interests  aside  from 


those  already  mentioned,  and  it  may  be  noted 
that  he  was  a  director  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Elyria.  His  energy  was  unflagging,  his 
enthusiasm  unquenchable,  his  foresight  re- 
markable, and  such  movements  as  enjoyed  his 
influence  and  co-operation  were  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. His  personality  was  one  free  from 
ostentation,  for  he  placed  a  true  value  on  men 
and  affairs,  and  was  tolerant  and  really  gen- 
erous in  his  association  with  "all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  men."  Thus  he  drew  to  himself 
inviolable  friendships,  and  in  Lorain  county 
his  death  was  attended  with  a  sense  of  per- 
sonal bereavement.  In  short,  his  nature  was 
strong  and  true,  and  his  character,  as  well  as 
his  acts,  earned  him  the  full  measure  of  all 
the  esteem  and  honor  which  were  ever  ac- 
corded him. 

In  1862  Mr.  Miller  wedded  Miss  Mary  F. 
Stacy,  who  was  born  in  Gtica,  Xew  York, 
daughter  of  William  Stacy,  an  old  and  hon- 
ored merchant  of  that  city,  and  his  wife,  nee 
Catherine  Foster.  Both  were  natives  of  Xew 
York  state,  the  father  of  Ogdensburg  and  the 
mother  of  Xew  Hartford.  Five  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller,  as  follows :  Will- 
iam Stacy;  Jennie  H.,  who  is  Mrs.  Frank  E. 
Stewart,  of  Pittsburg;  Frederic  Stuart: 
Mayme  E.,  now  Mrs.  James  X.  Cooke,  of 
Pittsburg;  and  Katrine,  at  home.  Mrs.  Miller 
still  maintains  her  home  at  Elyria,  in  whose 
social  circles  she  is  a  welcome  participant. 
Her  two  sons,  William  S.  and  Fred  S..  have 
assumed  their  father's  prominence  both  in  con- 
nection with  the  Grafton  Stone  Company  and 
the  Elyria  Iron  and  Steel  Company. 

William  Stacy  Miller,  the  elder  son,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Elyria  Iron  and  Steel  Company, 
and  was  born  at  Constableville,  Xew  York, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1863.  He  completed  the 
public  school  and  the  high  school  courses  at 
Elvria,  and  in  1894  initiated  his  busine->  ca- 
reer by  becoming  secretary  of  the  Grafton 
Stone  Company.  Later,  he  was  elected  vice 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Shelby  Tube 
Company,  retaining  this  connection  until  the 
business  was  absorbed  by  the  United  States 
Steel  Corporation  in  1900.  In  1903  he  be- 
came president  of  the  Elvria  Iron  and  Steel 
Company,  in  the  organization  and  incorpora- 
tion of  which  be  was  associated  with  his  father 
and  other  substantial  capitalists.  He  has  since 
continued  the  executive  head  of  this  corpora- 
tion, with  whose  development  he  has  thus  been 
identified  from  the  start  and  to  whose  suc- 
cess   he    ha-    made   large   contributions.      Mr. 
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Miller's  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Kate  Wacker- 
hagen,  of  Albany,  New  York,  ami  they  have 
one  child,  Winifred  Miller.    ■ 

Frederic  Stuart  Miller,  the  younger  son, 
who  is  manager  of  the  Grafton  Stone  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Constableville,  New  York, 
on  the  2  ist  of  April,  1868.  He  was  educated 
both  in  public  schools  and  under  private  tutors, 
and  has  been  identified  with  his  present  line  of 
business  since  his  twentieth  year.  When  he 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  became  a 
commercial  traveler  for  the  Grafton  Stone 
Company,  and  in  1893,  manager  and  secre- 
tary. Mr.  Miller  held  this  dual  office  until 
1899,  when  the  company  was  absorbed  by  the 
Cleveland  Stone  Company,  and  he  has  since 
acted  as  manager  of  the  Grafton  branch  of 
the  combination,  which  retains  the  old  name 
of  Grafton  Stone  Company.  The  local  head 
of  the  concern  is  one  of  the  most  active  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  the  county,  and 
his  integrity  of  purpose  is  as  stanch  as  his 
ability.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Elyria  Iron 
and  Steel  Company,  the  Eastern  Heights  Lami 
Company  and  the  National  Bank  of  Elyria, 
and  a  valued  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
■merce,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  Country  Club  and  other  organizations. 
In  1893  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  Stevens,  of  Elyria.  daughter  of 
George  W.  Stevens,  who  was  for  many  years 
in  the  service  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
have  no  children. 

Charles  11.  Walker. — On  both  sides  of 
'the  family  Charles  H.  Walker,  the  well-known 
farmer  of  Amherst  township,  LcVain  county, 
represents  fine  'pioneer  stock  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  drawn  from  the  Empire  and  the 
( ireen  Mountain  states.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents. Henry  and  Charlotte  Walker,  were 
natives  of  New  York,  the  former  securing  a 
tract  of  land  on  a  100-year  lease  which  is  in- 
cluded in  the  present  site  of  Philadelphia,  and 
111  which  the  heirs  of  to-day  still  hold  an  inter- 
est. Later,  but  yet  at  a  very  early  day.  Ira 
and  Lucv  Smith,  the  maternal  grandparents  of 
Charles  H..  commenced  to  play  a  part  in  the 
history  of  the  Western  Reserve.  The  former 
obtained  a  large  tract  through  the  Connecticut 
Land  Company  in  Amherst  township,  married 
after  coming  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  for 
years  before  his  death  was  engaged  in  cutting 
away  the  forest  and  cultivating  his  land.  It 
was  while  clearing  away  the  timber  for  Mid- 


dle Ridge  road  that  he  was  crushed  to  death 
by  the  falling  of  a  tree.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  Huntington  township,  Lorain  county.  In 
the  founding  of  their  homestead  she  had  done 
her  full  share,  as  was  customary  with  the 
splendid  women  of  her  day.  She  was  buried 
in  the  Cleveland  Street  cemetery  at  Amherst. 

Charles  H.  Walker  was  born  in  Amherst 
township  January  18,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Leapha  (Smith)  Walker,  born 
respectively  in  New  York  and  Vermont. 
Their  marriage  occurred  at  Amherst,  about 
1847,  after  which  they  resided  with  Grand- 
father Walker  for  some  time,  and  then  came 
into  possession  of  the  Smith  homestead,  where 
Charles  H.  now  resides.  There  the  father 
died  in  March,  1867,  his  widow  residing  on 
the  homestead  for  ten  years  thereafter,  when 
she  moved  to  the  village  of  Amherst,  where 
she  passed  away  December  24,  1904.  At  the 
time  of  her  death  she  was  living  with  her 
daughter,  Zulima,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Amos  V. 
Kent,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  She  was  also  the 
mother  of  William,  who  is  himself  deceased. 
Mrs.  William  Walker  married  for  her  second 
husband,  Henry  Osborne,  to  whom  she  bore  a 
daughter  Maud,  now  Mrs.  Jewett  Wright,  of 
Port  Huron,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  this  sketch,  resided  at  home 
until  his  first  marriage,  in  1877.  afterward  re- 
siding on  a  part  of  the  home  place  until  he 
purchased  his  mother's  interest  and  became 
sole  proprietor  of  the  property.  He  continued 
tn  farm  until  he  was  thirty-five  years  of  age. 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Cleveland 
Stone  Quarry  No.  6,  as  a  blacksmith,  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  thirteen  years.  With  this 
exception  he  has  been  continuously  engaged 
as  a  farmer  and  gardener  of  Amherst  town- 
ship. On  May  5.  1877,  Mr.  Walker  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hofner,  a  native  of  Amherst 
township,  and  she  died  January  9,  1892,  the 
mother  of  Bertha,  deceased  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years.  The  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs. 
Margaret  (  Hofner)  Cliff,  widow  of  William 
Cliff,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Cook)  Hofner  and  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
The  son  of  this  union,  Russell  W..  was  born 
(  Ictoher  25.   1805. 

Musics  Worthing  Beede  is  justly-  both  a 
prominent  and  a  popular  man  in  Ashtabula 
count}',  where  he  is  and  has  been  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
mission, and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Republican     central     committee     and     of     the 


[238 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


county's  first  jury  commission.  For  years  he 
has  been  a  leading  man  in  reform  politics,  as 
he  has  put  forth  every  effort  to  conquer  the 
saloon  element  and  to  elect  good  men  to  office. 
Before  the  Civil  war  he  belonged  to  the  Black 
String  Society,  which  was  organized  to  pro- 
tect and  assist  fugitive  slaves.  He  was  also 
among  those  who  actively  resisted  the  United 
States  marshal  and  prevented  his  taking.  John 
Brown  Jr.  to  testify  against  John  Brown.  He 
became  a  Mason  at  twenty-four  and  has  taken 
the  chapter  degree;  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Giddings  Post  G.  A.  R.  at  Jefferson.  In  his 
own  township  of  Lenox,  his  executive  ability, 
his  public  spirit  and  his  useful  services  to  the 
town  have  long  made  him  a  leader  ;  he  has  been 
president  of  the  school  board  and  is  at  present 
a  township  trustee,  having  served  twenty  years 
in  that  capacity.  He  was  first  elected  in  1869, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  instrumental 
in  making  the  following  improvements :  Build- 
ing the  town  hall ;  establishing  public  watering- 
places  ;  causing  to  be  surveyed  two  acres  of 
unclaimed  land,  which  had  been  reserved  for 
township  purposes  bv  the  original  owner  of 
Lenox,  Mr.  Rockwell;  erecting  the  township 
vault;  and  buying  additional  land  for  ceme- 
teries, which  have  been  improved  in  the  past 
few  vears  until  they  are  now  among  the  most 
beautiful  country  cemeteries  to  be  found. 

In  early  colonial  times  there  landed  on  the 
Xew  England  coast  the  first  of  his  ancestors 
to  seek  the  New  World.  This  one  came  from 
France,  probably  from  Alsace-Lorraine.  He 
pronounced  his  name  Beede,  but  it  has  since 
been  Anglicized.  Except  that  some  were 
Ouakers.  little  is  known  of  the  family  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when 
Thomas  Beede  was  born.  He  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  the  Class  of  1798  and 
numbered  among  his  classmates  the  distin- 
guished Channing,  Tuckerman.  Judge  Story 
and  Stephen  Longfellow.  Thomas  Beede,  who 
was  the  third  minister  of  the  first  church  of 
Wilton,  New  Hampshire,  and  who,  from  1818- 
1825,  served  his  state  legislature  as  chaplain, 
was  throughout  his  ministry  one  of  New 
Hampshire's  most  noted  clergymen.  His  or- 
dination sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Will- 
iam Emerson,  of  Boston,  the  father  of  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson.  Thomas  Beede's  nephew, 
Caleb  Sleeper  Beede.  the  father  of  Moses  W., 
was  born  in  1805  in  Vermont.  When  very 
young  he  was  left  an  orphan,  and,  although 
obliged  to  support  himself,  he  determined  to 
secure  a  thorough  education.  One  means 
which  he  took  to  reach  this  goal  was  to  asso- 


ciate himself  with  several  other  young,  men, 
and  hire  a  teacher  of  Greek,  a  language  in 
which  he  became  proficient.  Endowed  with 
a  keen  intellect  and  an  insatiable  desire  for 
learning,  he  habitually  spent  one-half  of  the 
night  in  study.  Until  his  voice  failed,  he  was 
a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  a  New  England 
Methodist  Episcopal  conference,  but  after  that 
misfortune  he  became  a  contractor  and  builder 
until  his  removal  in  1849  to  Ohio.  There  he 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  in  farm- 
ing. His  death  was  caused  in  1877  by  a 
wound  which  he  had  received  while  serving  in 
the  Union  army.  Mary  Worthing,  his  wife,  a 
woman  loved  by  every  one,  was  of  English 
descent.  In  the  twelfth  century  her  ancestors 
were  enlisted  in  the  English  army,  while  those 
living  in  the  colonies  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution volunteered  and  fought  for  the  Ameri- 
can cause.  Among  them  were  her  grand- 
fathers, Major  Theophilus  Sanborn  and  Lieu- 
tenant Samuel  Worthen  ;  also  her  great-grand- 
father, Captain  David  Sleeper,  who,  as  soon 
as  he  learned  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  mar- 
shaled his  command  and  marched  to  Boston 
to  volunteer  for  the  defense  of  that  town. 

Caleb  Sleeper  and  Mary  Worthing  Beede 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  Moses  Worthing 
Beede  was  the  fifth.  He  was  born  at  Bristol, 
New  Hampshire,  August  28,  1839,  and  when 
he  was  ten  years  old  left  his  home  in  the  beau- 
tiful "Switzerland  of  America"  to  come  to  the 
Western  Reserve.  Three  years  later  his 
father's  family  moved  to  Lenox,  Ohio,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  Although 
he  did  not  receive  a  collegiate  education,  by 
ceaseless  study,  observation  and  thought  he 
subjected  his  mind  to  practically  much  the 
same  training  that  it  would  have  received  from' 
a  university  course.  His  mental  ability  is  ex- 
traordinary and  varied,  as  he  is  a  deep  thinker 
along  the  lines  of  science,  archeology,  history, 
philosophy  and  religion — subjects  in  which  he 
is  particularly  interested,  and  in  which  he 
would  have  made  his  force  felt  in  the  intellec- 
tual world  had  his  opportunities  been  greater. 

At  Lincoln's  first  call  for  troops,  in  April, 
1 861,  Moses  Beede  enlisted  for  three  months 
in  Company  D,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry.  He 
served  under  Generals  McClelland  and  Rose- 
crans  in  the  campaign  of  1861,  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Rich  Moun- 
tain. After  his  discharge  he  volunteered  again, 
but  was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  disa- 
bility. He  was,  however,  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Tod  to  serve  as  first  lieutenant  of  the 
state  militia,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  presi- 
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dent.  At  this  time  he  began  manufacturing- 
lumber  and  boat  oars,  furnishing  many  of  the 
oars  that  were  used  on  the  Mississippi  river 
by  the  government  during  the  war.  About 
fifteen  years  later  he  opened  up  a  factory  for 
the  manufacture  of  sucker  rods  and  connect- 
ing rods,  used  in  oil-wells,  and  still  owns  a 
half  interest  in  such  a  factory  at  Jefferson, 
although  he  has  now  retired  to  private  life. 

In  1863  ^r-  Beede  married  Miss  Eliza  Hen- 
derson, a  member  of  the  Henderson  family  of 
Austinburg,  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
mind  and  culture ;  but  he  lost  his  wife  in  Sep- 
tember, 1874.  She  left  a  son  and  daughter. 
George  Owen  Beede,  who  received  his  educa- 
tion at  New  Lyme  Institute  under  the  noted 
educator.  Jacob  Tuckerman,  is  his  father's 
partner  in  the  sucker  rod  factory  in  Jefferson, 
where  he  resides,  and  where  his  wife,  who 
was  Miss  May  Loomis,  has  always  lived.  His 
sister,  Bernice  Gertrude,  who  is  a  gifted  mu- 
sician and  a  graduate  of  Xew  Lyme  Institute, 
is  the  wife  of  Leonard  Worcester  Jr.,  for- 
merly of  Leadville,  Colorado,  but  at  present  of 
Chihuahua,  Mexico.  In  July,  1876,  was  sol- 
emnized Mr.  Beede's  marriage  to  Mrs.  Har- 
low Watson,  a  widow  of  refinement  and  of 
charming  personal  appearance.  Of  Xew  Eng- 
land stock  and  of  English  descent,  she  was 
the  daughter  of  Amos  Curtis,  of  Augusta, 
Illinois.  A  few  years  later  her  daughter.  Xet- 
tie  Louise  Watson,  married  Birney  A.  French, 
of  Lenox.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beede  have  two 
daughters :  Martha  Frances,  a  high  school 
teacher,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Jefferson  high 
school,  of  Grand  River  Institute  and  of  Ober- 
lin  College.  Lulu  Edith,  the  younger,  attended 
the  same  preparatory  schools  as  her  sister  and 
spent  three  years  studying  art  and  music  at 
Oberlin  College.  A  leader  in  church  work 
and  in  society,  she  possesses  a  good  voice  and 
is  a  skillful  artist. 

Mr.  Beede  and  his  entire  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church.  For  twelve 
years  he  acted  as  church  trustee,  and  for 
twenty  superintended  the  Sunday  school.  Xo 
other  man  of  his  income  has  done  more  for 
the  support  of  the  church  and  every  other 
worthy  object.  Whenever  circumstances  have 
permitted,  he  has  traveled,  visiting,  places  of 
historic  or  scenic  interest  in  the  East,  West, 
Xorth  and  South.  He  was  the  first  white  man 
to  climb  Mount  Massive,  the  highest  moun- 
tain in  Colorado,  which  lie  ascended  in  July. 
1875  ;  and  at  that  time  he  began  the  monument 
of  stones  upon  its  summit  to  which  each  suc- 


ceeding traveler  has  added  a  stone.  In  his 
travels,  he  has  always  made  interesting  addi- 
tions of  minerals  and  curios  to  his  collection, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  private 
collections  of  its  kind  to  be  found  in  north- 
eastern ( )hio.  Travel  appeals  to  him  particu- 
larly because  his  refined  tastes  render  him 
keenly  appreciative  of  what  is  beautiful  in  art, 
in  literature  and  in  nature,  and  responsive  to 
nobility  and  genius  in  his  fellowmen.  Mr. 
Beede  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  fearless 
in  the  denunciation  of  wrong,  who,  when  the 
need  of  action  has  arisen,  has  incurred  per- 
sonal danger  for  the  enforcement  of  right 
principles. 

The  Webster  Family,  of  Wellington,  de- 
scends in  direct  line  from  Governor  John  Web- 
ster, of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  Gov- 
ernor Webster  and  his  wife  Agnes  emigrated 
from  Warwickshire,  England,  to  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  1633,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  of  1634  he  was  made  a  freeman.  In 
1636,  with  Rev.  Hooker's  party,  he  moved 
across  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  being  one  of 
the  first  settlers  there,  and  from  the  forma- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  new  colony  he 
was  elected  to  office,  first  as  magistrate  or 
judge,  next  as  lieutenant  governor,  and  in  1656 
as  governor  of  the  colony,  serving  fifth  in  that 
office,  and  remaining  its  incumbent  one  year. 
Governor  Webster  afterward  became  involved 
in  quite  an  extensive  church  controversy  which 
sprang  up  in  the  First  church  society  at  Hart- 
ford, and  in  consequence  he  and  fifty-eight 
other  members  of  that  society  withdrew  from 
the  church  and  moved  from  the  colony  to 
Massachusetts,  purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land 
on  the  Connecticut  river  at  Hadley,  where  they 
— or  the  most  of  them — settled  in  1659.  There 
John  Webster  was  in  1660  appointed  one  of 
the  judges  or  commissioners  of  the  court,  and 
there  he  died  on  the  5th  of  April,  1661.  A 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  there 
by  his  descendant,  Xoah  Webster,  LL.  D.,  of 
world-wide  fame.  Two  of  the  sons  of  John 
Webster — Thomas  and  William — accompanied 
him  to  Massachusetts,  but  his  other  two  sons — 
Robert  and  Matthew — remained  in  Connecti- 
cut. 

Thomas  Webster,  son  of  Governor  John 
Webster,  was  next  in  direct  line  of  descent  to 
Edward  F.  Webster,  of  Wellington.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Alexander,  and  their  fourth  child 
and  second  son  was  John,  of  the  third  genera- 
tion.    John    Webster  married   first,   Elizabeth 
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and  after  her  death  Grace  Loomis, 

and  moved  to  Lebanon.  Connecticut,  in  1699, 
becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  there.  His 
fourth  child  and  third  son  by  his  first  mar- 
riage was  Thomas,  of  the  fourth  generation. 
Thomas  Webster  married  Lydia  Lyman  and 
moved  to  Bolton,  Connecticut,  in  175 1.  Their 
seventh  child  and  fifth  son  was  David,  of  the 
fifth  generation.  David  Webster  married 
Mary  Wilcox,  and  their  third  child  and  first 
son  was  David,  of  the  sixth  generation.  David 
Webster  married  Hannah  Post,  and  among 
their  children  was  William  W.  Webster,  who 
when  a  young  man  moved  to  Illinois,  where  he 
married,  and  where  he  died,  and  there  his  de- 
scendants still  reside. 

Russel  Bidwell  Webster,  of  the  seventh  gen- 
eration, was  the  second  child  and  first  son  of 
David  and  Hannah  Webster.  He  was  born 
April  25,  1799,  at  Otis,  Massachusetts,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  the 
common  schools,  completing  his  education  at 
the  academy  at  Lenox,  Massachusetts.  In 
1820  he  made  the  journey  on  foot  from  Otis 
to  Wellington,  carrying  a  fifty-pound  pack  on 
his  back.  He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  phys- 
ical endurance.  During  the  last  days  of  his 
journey  to  Wellington  he  walked  forty  miles 
in  a  snow  storm,  with  snow  nearly  a  foot  deep 
at  the  close  of  day.  Arriving  here  he  bought 
a  farm  of  100  acres,  cleared  it  and  erected 
a  log  building  thereon.  But  before  doing  a 
day's  work  in  the  work  of  clearing  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  establishing  of  regular  or 
stated  religious  meetings  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  not  a  church  man  himself,  but  his  early 
religious  teachings  had  been  so  thoroughly  in- 
stilled that  he  could  not  endure  the  idea  of 
the  settlement  being  without  some  religious 
organization  and  a  suitable  observance  of  the 
Sabbath.  This  incident  tends  to  show  the 
moral  and  religious  fiber  of  the  young  men  of 
the  east  who  came  into  the  new  west  to  make 
their  homes  in  the  then  wilderness,  though 
many  of  them,  like  Mr.  Webster,  were  not 
church  members  at  the  time  of  their  coming. 
Russel  Webster's  purpose  in  coming  to  the 
Western  Reserve  was  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  himself  a  home,  but  also  to 
blaze  the  way  for  his  father  and  the  family. 
Betsey,  the  eldest  child  of  David  Webster, 
married  Josiah  B.  Manley,  and  in  about  1822 
they  joined  her  brother  Russel  in  Wellington, 
and  Mr.  Manley's  was  the  first  death  to  occur 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  1823  David  and  Han- 
nah Webster,  the  oarents.  and  their  sons.  Oli- 


ver and  William,  and  their  daughter  Mary. 
joined  the  others  in  Wellington.  Oliver  mar- 
ried Melissa  Babcock,  and  their  children  were : 
Amelia,  unmarried ;  Emerson,  who  moved  to 
Colorado  and  died  there  unmarried ;  Emmer- 
jane,  who  married  Charles  H.  Bowers  and  re- 
sides in  Wellington ;  Henry  W.,  who  married 
first,  Delia  Cannon,  and  after  her  death  Flor- 
ence Brown,  and  they  reside  in  Oberlin  vil- 
lage, Lorain  county;  Philena,  who  died  un- 
married; and  Alonzo  D.,  who  lives  at  the  old 
farm  near  Wellington,  yet  unmarried.  Mary 
R.  Webster  married  Almanza  Hamlin.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  David,  Henry  B. 
and  Arthur,  all  dead  but  Henry  B.,  who  now 
resides  in  Wellington.  David  Webster,  the 
father,  was  an  active  church  member  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, but  strange  as  it  may  seem  it  was 
not  until  they  came  into  the  woods  of  Ohio 
that  his  wife  or  children  joined  the  church. 

In  1824  Russel  B.  Webster  returned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts and  married  Orpha  Hunter,  born 
at  Otis,  of  that  state,  November  26,  1799,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1825  he  brought  his  bride  to 
Wellington,  with  all  their  household  goods 
loaded  on  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen.  Mr.  E.  F. 
Webster,  of  Wellington,  has  in  his  possession 
two  old  mirrors  brought  by  his  father  and 
grandfather  from  Massachusetts,  also  the  old 
Webster  Bible  which  was  printed  in  17 12. 
David  Webster  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-six 
years,  and  his  wife  Hannah  when  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  and  all  of  their  children  are  de- 
ceased. Russel  B.  Webster  moved  with  his 
wife  from  the  farm  to  Wellington  in  1870.  and 
resided  with  their  son  Edward  until  their 
deaths,  Russel  dying  on  the  31st  of  January, 

1881,  and  his  wife  Orpha  on  the  2d  of  April, 

1882.  Russel  B.  Webster  built  the  first  frame 
house  in  Wellington,  and  in  the  early  days  of 
the  history  of  this  community  he  was  one  of 
its  most  active  citizens,  a  man  of  powerful 
physical  ability,  of  splendid  endurance,  of  the 
most  sterling  character  and  of  strong  convic- 
tions. He  was  very  active  in  church  work  in 
those  days,  and  was  all  in  all  a  perfect  type 
of  the  old-time  Puritan.  Nine  children  were 
born  into  his  family.  Samuel  H.,  the  eldest, 
was  born  September  15,  1825.  Moving  to 
Shelbyville,  Illinois,  he  established  himself  in 
the  general  mercantile  business  and  became  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen.  He  was  es- 
pecially active  and  influential  during,  the  Civil 
war  period,  a  great  force  and  aid  to  the  gov- 
ernment in  those  troublesome  times.  He  died 
on  the   10th  of  July.   1905.  and  his  wife  died 
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on  the  12th  of  September,  1898.  He  had  mar- 
ried, on  the  2 1  st  of  January,  1856,  Lucy  A. 
Jagger,  and  their  children  are  Charles  M., 
Mary  L.,  Lucy  Belle,  Leverett  S.  and  Ada, 
Lucy  Belle  being  deceased.  Charles  M.  and 
Leverett  S.  are  now  prominent  business  men 
in  Shelbyville.  E.  Bidwell  Webster,  born  April 
1,  1827,  married,  on  January  21,  1854,  Lucy 
Billings.  He  was  a  civil  engineer,  and  died 
in  Wellington  on  September  7,  1856.  His  wife 
died  on  the  7th  of  September,  1857,  an  infant 
daughter,  born  after  her  husband's  death,  hav- 
ing previously  died.  M.  Leander  Webster, 
born  January  27,  1829,  married  on  May  31, 
1882,  Emma  J.  Windell.  He  located  in  Shel- 
byville, Illinois,  and  enlisting  in  the  Civil  war 
in  1861  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  a 
company  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  Illinois 
Cavalry,  and  he  served  three  years  with  dis- 
tinction and  unusual  bravery.  He  was  severely 
wounded  by  a  sabre  cut  in  the  head,  this 
wound  eventually  causing  his  death.'  He 
moved  to  Iowa  late  in  life,  and  he  died  there 
on  the  4th  of  May.  1900.  David  Philander 
Webster,  born  November  5,  1830,  died  on  May 
9,  1832.  Philander  R.  Webster,  born  Febru- 
ary 10,  1833,  married  on  April  15,  1862,  Elea- 
nor M.  Bryant.  He  was  commissioned  cap- 
tain of  an  Illinois  company  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  he  died  on  the  14th  of  April,  1884, 
as  the  result  of  injuries  received  during  his 
service.  He  had  no  children.  William  W. 
Webster,  born  November  26,  1835,  married  on 
February  4,  1873.  Mary  I.  Bryan.  He  went 
to  Colorado  in  1859,  and  became  very  promi- 
nent there.  He  was  made  the  president  of 
the  upper  house  of  the  first  territorial  legisla- 
ture, and  later  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
having,  charge  of  the  matter  of  admitting  Colo- 
rado territory  into  the  Union  as  a  state.  In 
that  convention  an  historical  incident  occurred, 
which,  though  seemingly  of  small  importance 
at  the  time,  had  a  bearing  of  great  weight  on 
history  then  in  the  making.  The  committee 
had  their  arrangements  complete  and  the  date 
set  for  the  admission  of  the  territory  as  a  state 
fixed  for  the  first  of  the  next  year.  January  1. 
1877,  when  Mr.  Webster  grasped  the  idea  that 
that  date  would  prevent  the  participation  of 
the  new  state  in  the  then  impending  presiden- 
tial election.  The  matter  was  brought  by  him 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee  and  met  with 
instant  response  and  the  date  brought  forward. 
Colorado  voted,  and  gave  to  Hayes  her  elec- 
toral vote,  which  gave  him  a  majority  in  the 
•election    college    and    made    him    president    of 


the  United  States.  Mr.  Webster  was  a  suc- 
cessful man  of  affairs  in  Colorado,  but  after 
a  time,  owing  to  the  ill  health  of  his  family,  he- 
moved  to  Pasadena,  California,  where  he  is 
now  residing.  Their  children  are  Eva,  Mabel 
and  Wilton.  Elvira  Loret,  born  January  4. 
1838,  died  on  the  16th  of  December,  1840,  as 
the  result  of  an  accident.  Edward  F.  Web- 
ster was  the  eighth  child  born  to  Russel  and 
Orpha  Webster.  Leveret  F.  Webster  was  born 
December  3,  1842,  and  died  on  the  29th  of 
January,  1861,  his  death  also  occurring  from 
an  accident. 

Edward  F.  Webster  was  born  on  the  24th 
of  April,  1840.  On  the  26th  of  August,  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  Second 
Regiment  of  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  he  was  made 
the  corporal  of  his  company.  After  one  year's 
service  with  the  Second  Regiment  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Independent 
Ohio  Battery,  which  was  made  up  of  details 
of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  Mr.  Webster  be- 
came the  fifth  corporal  of  the  battery,  later 
became  its  first  sergeant,  subsequently  its  first 
lieutenant,  and  during  the  last  year  of  the  war 
he  served  on  the  staff  of  Major  General  J.  J. 
Reynolds,  as  chief  ordnance  officer  of  the  de- 
partment of  Arkansas.  He  re-enlisted  as  a 
veteran  at  Little  Rock.  Arkansas,  on  January 
4,  1864,  previous  to  his  last  promotion,  and 
was  discharged  from  the  service  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1865,  after  serving  at  the  front 
over  four  years,  and  successively  under  Gen- 
erals Schofield,  Blount,  Herro'n,  Davidson, 
Steele  and  Reynolds.  Returning  from  the  war 
he  in  the  spring  of  1S68  engaged  with  the 
firm  of  Starr  &  Horr,  cheese  manufacturers, 
and  one  year  later  was  made  a  partner  in  the 
business,  the  firm  then  becoming  Horr,  War- 
ner &  Company.  This  was  for  many  years 
the  largest  cheese  manufacturing  concern  in 
the  west,  the  company  operating,  at  one  time 
(including  those  operated  by  a  branch  house) 
as  many  as  twenty-five  factories.  This  firm 
acquired  vegetable  farms  at  Lodi,  Creston  and 
Orrville.  Ohio,  taking  in  W.  R.  Wean  as  a 
partner,  the  farm  department  being  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  Wean,  Horr,  Warner 
&  Company,  but  the  cheese  department  was 
continued  under  the  name  of  Horr,  Warner 
&  Company  as  before.  In  1897,  however,  the 
two  were  consolidated  and  incorporated  under 
the  corporate  name  of  the  Horr- Warner  Com- 
pany, as  it  still  continues.  Mr.  Webster  being 
the  president  of  the  corporation.  The  Horr- 
Warner  Company   conducts   the  largest  busi- 
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ness  in  its  line  in  the  entire  United  States. 
Mr.  Webster  has  for  many  years  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  Wellington,  and 
for  twenty-four  years  he  was  continuously  a 
member  of  its  board  of  education,  and  was  for 
fifteen  years  of  that  time  the  board's  presi- 
dent. He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Welling- 
ton public  library  since  1896,  and  for  some 
years  the  president  of  the  board.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  church 
since  1868.  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion. 

Air.  Webster  married  Flora  Ladd  on  De- 
cember 3,  1870.  She  was  born  at  Danville, 
Vermont,  on  the  18th  of  May.  1846.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Sophia  (Cooking)  Ladd. 
There  have  been  three  children  of  this  union, 
but  Florence,  the  first  born,  her  birth  occurring 
on  April  24,  1873,  died  on  the  10th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1887.  Leveret  F.,  born  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1875,  is  yet  at  the  parental  home. 
Edward  F.  Webster,  Jr.,  born  January  1,  1877, 
married  on  January  11,  1906,  Ora  Mae  Foote, 
and  he  died  on  the  16th  of  September.  1906. 

Albion  Morris  Dyer,  curator  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve  Historical  Society,  was  born  at 
Hamilton,  Butler  county,  Ohio,  January  16, 
1858.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Elbridge 
Gerry  Dyer,  a  pioneer  manufacturer,  who  came 
from  his  birthplace  in  Saco,  Maine,  about  the 
year  1840.  settled  at  Columbus,  and  removed 
in  1847  t0  Hamilton,  where  he  built  up  a  plant 
on  the  water  power  there  for  the  manufacture 
of  stoves,  engines,  saw  mills  and  threshing  ma- 
chines. The  family  was  established  in  Amer- 
ica by  William  Dyer,  a  first  settler  of  Hing- 
ham,  Massachusetts,  who  located  in  York 
county  in  1665.  being  one  of  the  original  set- 
tlers in  that  part  of  Maine.  His  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Teyer,  a 
Welsh  preacher  and  farmer.  She  was  born 
in  1825,  at  Amlwch,  Anglesea  Isle,  North 
Wales,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  She  came 
with  her  parents  to  Ohio  in  1829,  and  settled 
with  many  of  their  countrymen  at  Radnor, 
Delaware  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dyer  was  raised  at  Hamilton,  where 
he  attended  the  public  school.  He  prepared 
for  college  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  graduated  at 
Madison  University  (now  Colgate)  in  the 
Class  of  1884,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B..  and 
received  the  post-graduate  degree  of  A.  M. 
from  the  Western  Reserve  University  in  1906. 
He  was  a  journalist  for  many  years,  but  re- 
tiring in    1904,   was  placed   in   charge  of  the 


Historical  Society,  of  which  he  is  a  life  mem- 
ber. He  is  engaged  in  historical  and  biblio- 
graphical research  and  study  in  the  special  field 
of  Ohio  history. 

Mr.  Dyer  married  Ella  Maria  Dunham, 
daughter  of  Truman  and  Angeline  Eliza 
(Griswold)  Dunham,  June  23,  1886,  at  the 
home  of  her  grandfather,  Giles  Oliver  Gris- 
wold, of  Warren,  Ohio.  She  was  born  at  Xo. 
44  Cheshire  street  (now  East  Nineteenth 
street),  Cleveland,  January  21.  1864,  being  a 
descendant  on  both  sides  of  early  settlers  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  She  was 
raised  in  Cleveland,  attended  the  Rockwell 
Street  School,  the  Central  High  School  and 
Cooper  Seminary,  Dayton.  There  are  four 
children :  Elbridge  Griswold  Dyer,  born  May 
15,  1887;  Sydney  Dunham  Dyer,  born  Janu- 
ary 13,  1889;  Dorothy  Dyer,  born  June  17, 
1890,  and  Truman  Dunham  Dyer.  January  26. 
1896.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  1905 
East  Seventy-third  street,  Cleveland. 

William  T.  West. — Within  two  days  of 
four  score  years  and  four,  on  June  13.  [899, 
William  T.  West  passed  away,  after  a  severe 
sickness  of  several  weeks,  and  passed  from 
those  scenes  which  had  fixed  his  personality 
in  Sandusky  as  one  of  its  leading  citizens. 
His  life  culminated  in  two  grand  results — the 
greatness  of  his  practical  works  and  the  en- 
nobling influences  of  his  character.  His  chari- 
ties were  performed  out  of  the  goodness  of 
his  heart,  and  he  was  sincerely  grateful  that 
he  was  so  often  enabled  to  assist  his  fellows ; 
but  he  seemed  to  consider  it  little  short  of  an 
insult  to  imply  by  word  or  action  that  he 
looked  for  even  the  simple  word-reward  of 
"well  done."  Sandusky  will  long  search  for 
one  who  was  more  truly  helpful  or  more  rug- 
gedly honest  than  William  T.  West.  He  was 
of  New  England  stock,  Abel  West,  his  grand- 
father, having  been  born  in  Vernon,  Connecti- 
cut, in  the  month  of  May,  1747.  He  was  at- 
tending, church  when  a  messenger  announced 
that  the  British  were  in  sight  oft  New  London. 
He  promptly  shouldered  his  fowling  piece  and 
took  his  stand  with  the  other  patriots  to  wing 
any  red-coat  who  might  set  foot  on  Connecti- 
cut soil.  Later  General  Trumbull  detailed  him 
to  collect  provisions  for  Washington's  army, 
and  he  sold  his  farm  to  give  his  entire  time  to 
that  work.  He  died  at  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1836,  having  moved  thither  in  1800. 
His  son  Abel  bought  an  eighty-acre  farm  near 
that  place,  earned  a  good  livelihood   from   it 
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and  became  influential  in  his  locality,  in  1842 
being  sent  to  the  legislature.  He  married  Miss 
Matilda  Thompson  and  died  in  February,  187 1, 
father  of  seven  children,  three  of  the  sons 
coming  to  Ohio.  The  eldest,  Professor  Charles 
E.  West,  was  born  in  1809,  graduated  from 
Union  College  in  1832,  and  for  many  years 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Brooklyn  Heights  Semi- 
nary, Brooklyn,  New  York ;  A.  K.  and  T.  D. 
West  located  in  Sandusky,  and  at  different 
times  were  in  business  with  William  T.  A.  K. 
West  came  to  Sandusky  in  1837  and  died  here 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three;  T.  D.  lo- 
cated in  the  city  in  1850,  and  became  well 
known  both  as  a  merchant  and  a  citizen  of 
public  affairs.  The  only  son  still  living  is 
Gilbert  West,  an  extensive  property  holder  at 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts. 

William  T.  West  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  at  Washington  Mountain,  near  Pitts- 
field,  June  15,  1815.  and  in  his  boyhood  and 
youth  learned  the  trades  of  brick-making  and 
cabinet-making.  The  latter  was  his  stand-by 
for  many  years,  and  in  1835  he  commenced  his 
westward  migrations  by  going  to  Albany,  New 
York,  where  he  entered  a  cabinet  shop.  His 
first  contract  was  for  thirty  tables  to  be  used 
by  the  state  legislators,  and  he  made  them  so 
honestly  that  it  is  said  they  are  still  in  use. 
With  the  oncoming  of  the  panic  of  1837  he 
determined  to  venture  still  westward,  either  to 
Cincinnati  or  Columbus,  where  he  had  friends. 
He  reached  Buffalo,  where  by  mistake  his  bag- 
gage was  placed  aboard  the  Sandusky  boat. 
The  young  man  discovered  the  mistake  just 
as  the  boat  was  leaving  the  dock,  but  although 
he  jumped  into  the  water,  overtook  his  bag- 
gage and  explained  the  situation,  the  captain 
insisted  on  continuing  the  trip  to  Sandusky. 
Thus  force  of  circumstances  made  Mr.  West 
a  resident  of  that  community. 

Mr.  West  first  opened  a  cabinet  shop  on 
Water  street :  two  years  later  sold  his  business 
and  was  about  to  leave  Sandusky  when  his 
brother,  A.  K.  West,  suggested  they  engage  in 
general  merchandise.  They  remained  associ- 
ated not  only  in  that  enterprise  until  1880,  or 
the  death  of  the  latter,  but  in  various  other 
large  and  successful  ventures.  The  combina- 
tion was  considered  ideal.  William  T.  being 
aggressive  and  resourceful,  and  A.  K.,  eco- 
nomical, cool  and  conservative.  In  1848  they 
erected  the  West  House,  which  was  long  the 
finest  lmtel  in  northern  Ohio,  and  considered 
so  much  in  advance  of  the  local  requirements 
that  the  scoffers  called  it  West's  Folly.     But 


it  paid  its  builder  and  proprietor,  and  was  of 
advantage  to  Sandusky  in  calling  general  at- 
tention to  its  enterprise.  Strictly  speaking,  the 
building  was  originally  erected  for  business 
purposes  and  was  not  really  converted  into  a 
hotel  until  1858,  or  the  year  of  the  state  fair. 
Mr.  West  bought  fine  furniture  and  other 
equipments  in  New  York,  and  during  the  fair 
season  it  accommodated  more  than  2,000 
guests  and  put  the  "Hotel  Folly"  on  its  finan- 
cial feet.  Afterward  he  spent  large  sums  of 
money  in  altering  and  re-furnishing  it.  He 
built  the  Mahala  block  and  many  other  build- 
ings. Early  in  the  Civil  war  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington, secured  the  contract  and  erected  for 
the  government  the  famous  Johnson's  Island 
prison,  where  thousands  of  Confederate  pris- 
oners were  later  confined.  He  was  also  presi- 
dent of  the  first  steamboat  company  organized 
in  Sandusky.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  fea- 
tures of  Mr.  West's  building  achievements  was 
that  he  never  employed  an  architect,  but,  al- 
though not  technically  educated,  designed  his 
own  buildings  with  the  skill  of  a  veteran.  Mr. 
West  attended  Grace  Episcopal  church  and  for 
twenty  years  was  director  of  the  choir.  In 
his  earlier  manhood  he  had  a  voice  of  remark- 
able richness  and  of  such  range  that  he  could 
sing,  either  tenor  or  bass,  and  taught  many 
classes  in  vocal  music.  In  1845  he  married 
Miss  Lydia  Mahala  Todd,  their  union  being 
the  first  celebrated  in  Grace  church  proper. 
His  married  life  was  most  happy.  At  his 
death  there  were  present  at  his  bedside  his 
wife ;  two  sons.  William  G.  and  George  C. 
West;  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Carrie  West  Jor- 
dan and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hubbard,  and  his  brother. 
Gilbert  West,  of  Pittsfield.  Massachusetts. 

William  Norris  Little,  one  of  the  leading 
and  substantial  citizens  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Wallaceburg,  county  of  Kent,  Canada. 
August  2,  1866.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
Sophia  (Drulard)  Little.  Daniel  Little's 
father  wras  George  Little,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  the  town  of  Littleton,  West  Virginia, 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  family.  They  were 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  George  Little  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  a  boy  went 
with  his  father,  James  Little,  to  Canada ; 
George  Little  lived  in  Canada  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  died  there  in  1874,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  As  a  young  man  he  took 
part  in  the  war  of  18 12,  on  the  side  of  the 
English,  being  known  as  a  United  Empire 
Loyalist.    William  N.  Little,  his  grandson,  has 
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in  his  possession  the  gun  carried  by  George 
Little.  He  married  Margaret  McCollum,  a 
Scotchwoman,  who  was  among  the  settlers 
brought  by  Lord  Selkirk  to  Canada  from  Scot- 
land. 

Daniel  Little  was  born  in  Canada  in  1825, 
and  died  in  1880;  his  wife  was  born  on  the 
River  Thames,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  near 
Chatham,  in  1831,  and  died  in  1886.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman. 

The  bovhood  of  William  Norris  Little  was 
passed  in  Canada,  and  he  was  educated  in  his 
native  town.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he 
began  working,  in  a  local  stave  mill,  receiving 
twenty-five  cents  a  day.  He  learned  telegra- 
phy and  spent  about  a  year  and  a  half  at  that 
occupation,  and  later  became  clerk  in  a  gen- 
eral store  in  his  native  town.  Subsequently  he 
became  a  traveling  salesman  with  a  Toronto 
firm,  remaining  in  their  employ  about  three 
years. 

In  1891  Mr.  Little  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  Lorain,  and  traveled  for  the  boot 
and  shoe  firm  of  George  W.  Cady  &  Company, 
of  Cleveland,  ten  years,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  real  estate  operations.  He  has  de.alt  largely 
in  land  around  Lorain,  and  helped  organize 
the  Home  Building  Company,  of  which  he  now 
serves  as  treasurer.  He  is  also  a  director  in 
the  Northeastern  Ohio  Real  Estate  Company, 
which  owns  the  postoffice,  Century  building, 
the  Flemish  building  and  many  other  fine 
buildings,  erected  upon  improved  property  sold 
to  them  by  Mr.  Little.  He  is  president  of 
the  Board  of  Commerce,  one  of  the  largest 
organizations  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Real  Estate  Exchange.  He  is  a 
director  in  the  Rapid  Account  File  Company 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Stang  Estate. .  Mr.  Little 
reorganized  the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce, 
known  as  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  which  were  consolidated ; 
he  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  con- 
solidation. He  is  a  keen  judge  of  real  estate, 
also  of  other  business  possibilities,  and  is  a 
keen,  enterprising  man  of  affairs.  He  has 
been  a  most  useful  citizen  of  Lorain,  and  as 
such  is  universally  esteemed. 

Mr.  Little  married  Hattie  E.,  daughter  of 
Orlando  and  Mary  Allen,  born  at  Bothwell, 
Canada.  Her  grandfather  was  an  officer  in 
the  British  army,  and  emigrated  to  Canada ;  he 
was  a  son  of  Sir  Simon  Allen,  of  England. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Little  have  two  children,  Rowe 
Gilmour  and  Ethel  Norrine. 


Henry  W.  Ingersoll  is  prominently  known 
as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Lorain 
county  bar.  He  was  born  on  the  old  Ingersoll 
farm  in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  the 
same  farm  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of 
his  father  and  for  many  years  the  home  of  his 
grandfather,  and  he  yet  owns  this  ancestral 
estate.  He  is  a  son  of  George  M.  and  Mary 
(Preston)  Ingersoll,  a  grandson  of  William 
Ingersoll  and  a  great-grandson  of  Major  Will- 
iam Ingersoll  who  came  from  Lee,  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts,  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
in  the  year  of  1816,  and  was  the  first  member 
of  the  family  to  settle  upon  the  ancestral  farm 
in  Grafton  township. 

From  the  public  schools  of  Elyria  Henry  W. 
Ingersoll  entered  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor  and  pursued  part  of  its  literary 
course  and  its  full  law  course  and  graduated 
with  its  class  of  1885.  He  began  the  practice 
of  law  at  Elyria  in  1886,  in  partnership  with 
Lester  McLean,  but  the  firm  of  McLean  and 
Ingersoll  was  dissolved  in  1891  at  the  time  Mr. 
McLean  moved  to  Denver,  Colorado.  The 
present  law  firm  of  Ingersoll  and  Stetson  was 
organized  in  July  of  1903.  Mr.  Ingersoll  is 
the  president  of  the  Cadillac  v'eneer  Company 
of  Cadillac,  Michigan,  is  the  first  vice  presi- 
dent of  The  Elyria  Savings  and  Banking  Com- 
pany, the  president  of  The  Elyria  Savings  and 
Loan  Company,  and  he  is  the  secretary  of 
various  other  corporations  and  during  the  past 
fifteen  years  has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Elyria  Library.  He  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive citizens  of  Elyria  and  one  of  its  most  cap- 
able lawyers. 

He  married  May  Belle  Hamilton,  who  was 
born  in  Berea,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Leonard 
G.  and  Cassandria  M.  Hamilton.  A  daughter 
and  a  son  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ingersoll,  Mary  Cassandria  and  Henry  Walter 
ingersoll. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  is  a  member  of  King  Solo- 
mon Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Marshall  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Elyria  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.  He 
procured  the  site  for  the  present  Masonic  Tem- 
ple and  gave  the  charter  for  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple Company  and  was  the  first  president  of  the 
organization  and  was  very  active  in  its  affairs 
from  its  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  church  for  more  than 
thirty  years  and  has  held  several  offices  in  the 
society  and  has  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school. 
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Stephen  B.  Parsons,  long  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Rootstown  town- 
ship and  one  of  the  township's  native  sons, 
born  on  the  12th  of  February.  185 1,  is  a  son 
of  John  S.  and  Lucy  S.  (  Wolcott)  Parsons, 
both  from  Hampton.  Massachusetts,  and  he  is 
a  grandson  of  Jonathan  Parsons  and  Stephen 
Wolcott.  John  S.  Parsons  and  Lucy  S.  Wol- 
cott were  married  in  Massachusetts,  and  in 
183 1  they  came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
located  on  land  belonging  to  his  uncle.  He 
and  his  brother  Chauncey  were  given  this  farm 
if  they  would  improve  it,  which  they  did,  each 
receiving  150  acres,  and  John  S.  Parsons  not 
only  cleared  and  improved  his  tract  but  also 
added  to  its  boundaries  until  it  in  time  included 
200  acres,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  and  died.  Air.  Par- 
sons returned  to  Massachusetts  on  a  visit  after 
his  first  eight  years  here.  Of  his  children,  two 
are  now  living,  and  the  daughter  is  Lucy,  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Seymour,  of  Rootstown  town- 
ship. 

Stephen  B.  Parsons  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  as  long  as  they  lived,  and  becoming 
the  owner  of  the  homestead  by  purchase  and 
inheritance  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  dairying,  keeping,  on 
an  average  about  twenty-five  cows.  He  has 
served  his  township  as  a  trustee  many  years, 
and  was  one  term  a  real  estate  assessor.  He 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1871,  Mr.  Par- 
sons was  united  in  marriage  to  Ellen  M.  Reed, 
who  was  also  born  in  Rootstown  township,  a 
daughter  of  Otis  and  Melissa  (Spelman) 
Reed.  Their  children  are:  Fannie  R.,  the  wife 
of  O.  B.  Yarion,  John  S.  and  Arthur  O..  all 
in  Rootstown  township ;  and  Charles,  whose 
home  is  in  Alliance,  this  state.  Mr.  Parsons 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

James  Hexry  Stevens  is  a  prominent  and 
successful  farmer  of  Portage  county,  and  re- 
sides on  the  farm  which  was  his  birthplace. 
He  was  born  August  31,  1862.  and  is  a  son 
of  William  Wallace  and  Catherine  (Hutchin- 
son) Stevens.  He  is  grandson  of  Jude  Ste- 
vens and  great-grandson  of  John  Stevens,  of 
Chester.  Massachusetts.  Jude  Stevens  was 
born  July  31,  1788.  in  Chester.  Massachusetts, 
and  married  July  13,  1815,  at  Chester,  Polly 
T.  Ayres,  born  in  Chester,  December  10,  1788. 
1  le  had  seven  children  and  came  to  the  West- 


ern Reserve  in  1833,  with  his  family.  One  of 
his  sons,  Henry  Homer,  born  December  20, 
1823,  in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  died  October 
22,  1904,  and  is  further  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  The  only  living  child  of  this 
union  is  Permelia  Sophia,  the  youngest,  who 
was  married  June  8,  1854,  to  James  A.  Alcorn, 
by  whom  she  had  no  children.  She  lives  with 
her  nephew,  James  H.  Stevens. 

William  Wallace  Stevens  was  born  October 
9,  1 82 1,  in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came  west  with 
his  parents.  He  married,  in  Mantua,  Cath- 
erine, daughter  of  Orin  Hutchinson,  and  they 
had  six  children,  only  two  of  whom  survive, 
James  H.  and  Mary  Ellen.  The  latter  mar- 
ried Frank  E.  Dilley,  April  20,  1905,  and  they 
have  one  child.  William  Stevens  Dilley,  born 
December  10,  1906.  Mr.  Stevens  came  west 
with  his  parents  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal,  and 
crossed  the  lake  from  Cleveland.  They  pur- 
chased a  farm  at  Kirkland  and  later  traded 
farms  with  John  Johnson,  a  Mormon,  who 
wanted  to  get  near  the  Mormon  Temple.  The 
present  home  of  James  H.  Stevens  was  said 
to  be  the  place  where  the  Mormon  Bible  was 
written  by  Joseph  Smith,  and  from  this  house 
Mr.  Smith  was  taken  and  tarred  and  feathered 
ift  the  back  yard ;  Sidney  Rigdon  was  treated 
similarly  at  the  same  time. 

James  Henry  Stevens  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Hiram,  attended  Garrettsville  high 
.chool,  and  then  spent  two  years  at  Hiram 
College,  while  President  Hinsdale  officiated  in 
that  institution.  Returning  home,  he  took  up 
farming,  which  has  since  been  his  occupation. 
He  married  in  Mantua,  November  21,  1883, 
Jennie  Burnett,  born  January  12,  i860. 

Dr.  Seth  Eugene  Miller,  coroner  of  Lo- 
rain county,  was  born  in  Spencer,  Medina 
county.  Ohio,  January  17.  1871.  The  family 
was  established  in  the  Western  Reserve  by 
his  grandfather,  John  Miller,  who  came  to 
Medina  county  from  Washington  county. 
Pennsylvania,  at  an  early  date.  He  settled  at 
Homerville.  His  son.  also  John  Miller,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  June  2.  1840,  and  came 
west  with  his  parents  when  about  two  years 
of  age.  He  married  Candace  Oakley,  who  was 
born  in  Spencer  township.  Medina  county,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Oakley,  of  an  old  family 
in  the  county.  John  Miller  has  been  a  farmer 
all  his  life,  and  now  lives  retired  at  Spencer. 

Dr.  Miller  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  after 
attending    the    district    school    entered    high 
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school,  from  which  he  graduated.  He  attended 
college  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  and  graduated 
from  Starling  Medical  College  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  with  the  class  of  1896.  He  first  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  Savannah,  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  few  months 
and  then  removed  to  Kipton.  Lorain  county, 
where  he  remained  in  successful  practice  for 
ten  years.  While  there  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  coroner,  and  subsequently  lo- 
cated in  Lorain.  In  1908  he  was  re-elected. 
He  ably  and  acceptably  fulfills  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  when  not  so  engaged  spends  his 
time  in  general  practice.  He  has  won  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  one  of  the  prominent  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Lorain.  He  belongs  to  the  county 
and  state  medical  societies. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  Ober- 
lin  Lodge,  No.  380.  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  and  Holman  Lodge,  No.  619, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Lorain. 

Dr.  Miller  married  Mary  Sibyl  Stroup,  of 
Spencer,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Jackson  Stroup, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Ralph 
G..  born  April  30,  1897.  and  Ruth  S..  born 
April  5,  1900. 

Mrs.  Clara  (Whittlesey)  Goss,  widow  of 
the  late  Ambrose  S.  Goss,  of  Edinburg,  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  is  a  native  born  resident 
of  this  place,  her  birth  having  occurred  Sep- 
tember 8,  1847.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Ran- 
dolph Whittlesey,  who  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  this  vicinity,  and  granddaughter 
of  John  and  Sallie  Whittlesey,  early  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

John  Whittlesey  came  from  Connecticut  to 
Portage  county  about  1806,  bringing  with  him 
his  wife  and  children.  Taking  up  100  acres 
of  unbroken  land,  he  began  the  arduous  task 
of  redeeming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness. 
Erecting  a  house  and  barn,  he  placed  sufficient 
land  under  cultivation  to  support  himself  and 
family,  and  continued  his  residence  here  until 
his  death.  To  him  and  his  wife,  who  cheer- 
fully shared  with  him  all  the  privations  and 
trials  of  life  in  a  new  country,  four  children 
were  born,  namely :  Randolph,  Chauncey,  John 
and  Nancy. 

Randolph  Whittlesey  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1799,  and  when  seven 
years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  Portage 
county,  driving  across  the  country  with  teams, 
oftentimes  following  a  pathway  made  by 
blazed  trees.     On  arriving  at  man's  estate,  he 


bought  land,  cleared  and  improved  a  home- 
stead in  Atwater  township,  and  here  carried 
on  general  farming  during  his  active  life,  being 
numbered  among  the  successful  agriculturists 
of  the  community.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Clarissa  Mansfield,  was  born  in 
1800,  at  Wallingford,  Connecticut.  She  bore 
him  five  children,  namely:  Patrick;  Edgar; 
Friend;  Randall  R.,  who  lives  on  the  farm 
wrested  by  his  father  from  the  forest :  and 
Clara,  now  Mrs.  Goss. 

Clara  Goss  was  given  excellent  educational 
advantages,  after  leaving  the  district  school 
continuing  her  studies  at  higher  institutions  of 
learning  in  both  Atwater  and  Hiram.  On  De- 
cember 22,  1875,  sne  married  Ambrose  S. 
Goss.  who  was  born  September  11,  1832,  in 
Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  His  parents,  Dan- 
iel and  Margaret  Goss,  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  Massachusetts,  and  after  living  a  few 
years  in  Fall  River  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Cincinnati,  where  they  spent  many  years.  Am- 
brose Goss  embarked  upon  a  mercantile  career 
in  preference  to  any  other,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  opening  a  store  of  general  merchan- 
dise in  Edinburg.  Possessing  rare  business 
ability  and  judgment,  he  built  up  a  thriving 
and  lucrative  trade,  which  he  continued  until 
1891,  when  ill  health  forced  him  to  retire  from 
active  pursuits,  having  been  in  the  business  for 
thirty-five  years.  He  lived,  however,  until 
death  relieved  him  from  his  sufferings,  on 
October  23,  1903.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goss,  namely:  Leonard  W., 
residing  in  Manhattan,  Kansas ;  Ernest  died 
when  ten  years  of  age ;  and  Wilbur  C,  a  me- 
chanical engineer,  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Domestic  in  her  tastes,  Mrs.  Goss,  although 
living  alone  since  the  death  of  her  husband, 
thoroughly  enjoys  her  home  life  with  its  daily 
round  of  duties  and  its  quiet  pleasures.  In 
her  religious  faith  she  is  a  Congregationalist, 
belonging  to  the  church  of  that  denomination. 

Charles  M.  Fenn,  proprietor  of  a  fine  liv- 
ery and  stables  at  Medina,  is  a  native  of  that 
city,  and  has  long  been  influential  in  its  public 
affairs.  He  was  born  April  9,  1859.  to  Merri- 
man  and  Elizabeth  (Morgan)  Fenn,  his  father 
being  a  native  of  York  township,  Medina  coun- 
tv,  and  a  pioneer  farmer  of  that  place.  He  re- 
sided for  a  few  years  in  Iowa,  and  was  there 
drowned  accidently.  The  paternal  grand- 
father. Charles  Fenn.  was  also  an  early  settler 
of  Medina  county.  Estelle.  the  daughter  of 
Mr.    and    Mrs.    Merriman    Fenn,   married   A. 
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YanY'alkenburg,  and  resides  in  Chesterfield, 
Ohio.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  the 
widow  returned  to  Medina  county,  and  resided 
with  her  father-in-law.  Our  subject,  Charles 
M.  Fenn,  was  out  seven  months  old  when  his 
father  met  his  death.  He  was  left  with  his 
grandfather  when  his  mother  went  to  Mich- 
igan, where  she  married  a  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom 
she  bore  a  son.  Homer  Clark,  and  she  herself 
passed  awav  while  residing,  in  Michigan,  in 
1862. 

When  Charles  M.  Fenn,  of  this  sketch,  left 
the  public  schools  of  Medina,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  devoted  himself  solely  to  farming 
interests  ;  but,  after  a  few  years,  he  commenced 
to  deahin  horses  and  cattle,  in  connection  with 
more  independent  work,  on  the  farm,  and 
gradually  became  established  in  the  livery  and 
feed  business  at  Medina.  Subsequently  add- 
ing the  sale  of  horses  to  his  city  enterprise, 
he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  very  complete 
establisnment.  His  building  is  120  by  40  feet 
in  dimensions,  the  horses  occupying  the  base- 
ment. Above  are  his  offices  and  storage  rooms 
for  his  large  display  of  hacks,  buggies,  surreys 
and  other  vehicles  demanded  by  the  traveling 
public,  or  maintained  by  his  regular  patrons. 
In  the  busy  season  he  keeps  from  a  dozen  to 
eighteen  horses  to  accommodate  his  transient 
trade,  which  extends  over  the  city  and  far  into 
the  surrounding  country.  Mr.  Fenn's  interest 
in  the  general  affairs  of  his  native  city  began 
many  years  ago  and  has  never  slackened,  his 
service  of  three  terms  in  the  municipal  council 
proving  that  he  possesses  a  full  knowledge  of 
its  needs  and  ability  to  further  its  interests.  He 
is  also  an  active  participant  in  the  work  of  the 
secret  and  benevolent  orders,  being  a  member 
of  Comet  Lodge  No.  60,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  Morning  Star  Lodge  No.  26,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1885  Mr.  Fenn 
married  Miss  Lucy  M.  Wightman,  of  Medina, 
daughter  of  J.  L.'and  Clara  (Bissell)  Wight- 
man,  old  and  respected  settlers  of  the  county. 
The  children  of  this  union  are  Ceylon  W.,  Sid- 
ney M.,  Clara  E.  and  Percy  C.  Fenn. 

William  Foiies  Mixer,  who  occupies  a 
beautiful  country  homestead  one  mile  north 
■of  Painesville,  on  the  Grand  river,  is  the  owner 
of  a  portion  of  what  was  known  in  pioneer 
"times  as  the  Sessions  farm.  This  ancestral 
place,  so  closely  associated  with  the  honorable 
activities  of  two  of  the  substantial  pioneer 
families  of  Lake  county  and  the  Reserve,  lies 
on  a  noble  rise  of  land  and  looks  across  and 


down  a  valley  of  great  beauty  and  fertility. 
The  family  home  is  a  commodious  residence 
of  colonial  style,  standing  in  the  shade  of  huge 
maples  and  surrounded  by  spacious  lawns, 
which  stretch  out  to  beautiful  and  picturesque 
Grand  river,  on  one  side,  and  to  a  grand  old 
forest  of  twenty  acres  on  the  other.  Altogether 
the  Mixer  homestead  has  justly  been  called 
the  handsomest  country  estate  in  a  region  of 
handsome  farms.  Mr.  and  Airs.  William  F. 
Mixer,  the  representatives  in  this  section  of 
the  Reserve  of  the  honored  family  name,  are 
most  active  in  the  advancement  of  desirable 
movements  and  institutions,  and  have  earned 
universal  respect. 

Mr.  Mixer  is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Emily 
Mixer,  and  was  born  on  the  old  Fobes  farm 
in  Painesville,  October  25,  1862.  He  gradu- 
ated from  the  local  high  school  in  1882,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  on  the  place 
where  he  was  born  and  which  he  operates.  On 
December  6,  1899,  he  married  Miss  Christine 
Jacobs,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Jacobs,  his  wife,  who  was  born  at  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  January  13,  1875,  coming  to  Painesville 
with  her  parents  in  1890.  Both  her  father  and 
mother  were  born  in  Germany,  the  former  in' 
Alsace,  July  25,  1839.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
soon  afterward  enlisted  at  Sandusky  in  Com- 
pany H,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  In- 
fantry, serving  four  years  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  is  still  living  in  Sandusky.  His  wife  (  nee 
Elizabeth  Appel)  was  a  native  of  Baden,  bora 
March  26,  1838;  in  1852  came  to  America 
with  her  father,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers, 
and  located  at  Sandusky,  where,  after  the  war, 
she  married  Mr.  Jacobs.  She  died  at  Paines- 
ville August  7,  1900. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  F.  Mixer  are  the 
parents  of  a  daughter.  Gertrude,  who  was  born 
November  19,  1901,  in  the  house  where  her 
father  was  born  and  which  has  sheltered  four 
generations  of  the  two  families — William 
Fobes.  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Mixer: 
Emily  (Fobes)  Mixer,  his  mother;  himself, 
and  his  daughter  Gertrude. 

Phineas  Mixer,  great-grandfather  of  Will- 
iam F..  was  born  at  Norridge.  Massachusetts. 
February  3,  1750;  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, and  after  the  war  married  Abigail  Fobes. 
They  had  five  children,  and  Phineas,  the 
youngest,  was  ten  years  of  age  when  he 
brought  his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve  in 
1805'.  He  had  bought  300  acres  of  the  Con- 
necticut Land  Company  and.  finding  no  roads 
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west  of  Buffalo,  in  order  to  reach  his  destina- 
tion was  obliged  to  follow  the  winding  beach 
of  Lake  Erie.  He  finally  located  his  tract  one 
mile  west  of  Madison  Dock,  his  nearest  neigh- 
bors (barring  Indians  and  wild  beasts)  being 
five  miles  away.  A  few  years  afterward  a 
road  was  opened  between  Buffalo  and  Cleve- 
land, and  Phineas  Mixer  (  i )  bought  ninety- 
three  acres  on  the  South  Ridge,  near  Union- 
ville,  two  miles  east  of  Madison,  and  there 
built  a  log  tavern,  which  he  conducted  with 
the  postoffice.  This  farm,  now  rightly  known 
as  the  Old  Homestead,  has  been  the  home  of 
five  generations  of  the  Mixer  family,  its  pres- 
ent owner  being  Don  Barns,  whose  daughter 
Mary  is  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  Phin- 
eas Mixer  Sr.,  who  died  there  November  3, 
1 82 1,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Phineas  Mixer  Jr.,  grandfather  of  William 
F..  was  born  at  Norridge,  Massachusetts,  in 
the  year  1795,  and  about  1821  married  Dorcas 
Catlin  Woodwortli,  at  Unionville,  Ohio.  The 
Woodworths  were  descendants  of  John 
Rodgers,  a  Protestant  preacher  of  London, 
who  in  1555.  during  the  reign  of  Bloody 
Queen  Mary,  shared  the  fiery  fate  of  Latimer 
and  Ridley.  Dorcas  Woodworth  was  a  na- 
tive of  South  Hadley.  Massachusetts,  born  in 
July,  1797,  and  after  her  marriage  to  Phineas 
Mixer  resided  at  Unionville  until  her  death,  in 
September,  1853.  Her  husband  died  on  the 
old  Mixer  homestead  at  that  place  when 
eighty-six  years  of  age. 

William  Fobes,  maternal  grandfather  of 
William  F.  Mixer,  was  born  at  Norridge,  Mas- 
sachusetts, February  11.  1793;  married  Olive 
Webster  and,  coming  to  Ohio,  settled  at  Kings- 
ville.  In  the  spring,  of  1836,  with  his  wife, 
four  daughters  and  a  son,  he  moved  to  Paines- 
ville,  having  bought  of  Carter  Foote  what  was 
known  as  the  Sessions  farm  of  206  acres, 
lying  on  the  Grand  river  one  mile  north  of 
that  town.  This  farm,  as  a  whole,  has  never 
been  out  of  the  hands  of  relatives  since  it  was 
settled  by  Mr.  Sessions,  who  was  a  relative  of 
the  Fobes  family.  Mr.  Sessions  had  sold  the 
property  to  Carter  Foote,  whose  wife  was 
Emily  Fobes,  daughter  of  Lemuel  Fobes,  the 
latter  being  a  cousin  of  Grandfather  Fobes. 
The  family  of  Lemuel  Fobes  was  the  second 
to  locate  at  Painesville.  coming  all  the  way 
from  Massachusetts  in  their  own  conveyance, 
and  the  daughter  Emily  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  the  township.  Grandfather  Will- 
iam Fobes  died  July  30.  i860,  and  his  wife. 
born  February  13.  1704.  died  July  10.  1867. 


Phineas  Mixer,  father  of  William  Fobes- 
Mixer,  was  born  at  Unionville.  Ohio,  1  >n  the 
[8th  of  October,  1828.  He  graduated  from 
William's  College  in  [855,  and  from  Lane's 
Seminary  in  1858,  and  on  July  2,  1861,  mar- 
ried Emily  Fobes,  daughter  of  William  and 
Olive  (Webster)  Fobes.  The  wife  and  mother 
was  born  at  Kingsville,  Ohio,  March  30,  1829, 
and  came  to  Painesville  when  seven  years  of 
age.  At  her  death,  April  7,  1906,  she  had 
spent  seventy  years  of  her  peaceful  and  Chris- 
tian life  in  the  home  to  which  she  came  in  her 
childhood. 

Hexrv  Francis  Akxut,  a  well  known  citi- 
zen of  public  affairs,  residing  in  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain county,  is  a  native  of  the  city  where  he 
has  such  a  substantial  standing,  born  on  the 
4th  of  December,  i860.  He  comes  of  parents 
of  strong  characters  and  remarkable  experi- 
ences, and  takes  a  just  pride  in  both.  His 
father,  John  Ludwig.  Arndt,  was  born  in  Prus- 
sia and  as  secretary  of  a  society  of  revolution- 
ists of  1849  was  imprisoned  by  the  royal  gov- 
ernment. The  dungeon  in  which  he  was  con- 
fined was  so  small  that  he  could  neither  stand 
upright  or  lie  at  full  length.  Fortunately  for 
the  continuance  of  his  life,  he  escaped  from 
confinement  after  fifteen  months  of  terrible 
suffering,  his  first  wife  dying  while  he  was 
imprisoned.  The  revolutionary  exile  reached 
New  York  in  safetv,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  in  preaching.  While 
thus  engaged  in  Camden,  New  Jersey,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Catherine  Grau,  a  native  of  Hobo- 
ken,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  a 
resident  of  Camden.  She  was  a  lady  of  edu- 
cation, strong  character  and  warm  affection. 
About  1857  they  located  in  Cleveland,  where 
Mr.  Arndt  continued  his  practice  in  medicine 
and  his  ministrations  in  the  Methodist  church, 
and  two  years  afterward  moved  to  Amherst, 
where  the  husband  also  followed  his  double 
professional  life.  During  the  Civil  war  he  be- 
came most  zealous  and  prominent  in  the  Union 
cause,  not  only  supporting  it  from  the  pulpit 
but  becoming  very  active  as  a  recruiter  of 
volunteers.  His  zeal  so  earned  him  the  enmity 
of  the  Copperhead  element  that  lie  was  as- 
saulted by  his  enemies  in  the  fall  of  1864,  and 
received  injuries  from  which  he  died  in  the 
spring,  of  the  following  year.  After  his  death 
his  widow,  who  had  been  his  brave  and  en- 
thusiastic assistant  in  all  his  work  and  who  had 
become  especially  interested  in  his  medical 
labors,  went  to  Cleveland,  there  pursued  a  four 
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wars'  medical  course,  and  returning  to  Am- 
herst practiced  her  profession  in  that  place 
until  her  death  in  July,  1886. 

Five  children  were  born  of  John  Arndt's 
second  marriage,  viz:  John  ].,  who  is  a  resident 
of  Cleveland;  Anthony,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years ;  Henry  F.,  of  this  sketch ;  Louise, 
who  died  at  Coronado,  California,  as  the  wife 
of  C.  A.  Westenberg;  and  Dr.  George  Arndt, 
a  surgeofi  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  There  were 
two  sons  by  the  first  marriage.  Max  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years.  Professor  H.  R.  Arndt 
is  a  physician  of  San  Francisco,  interested  in 
a  large  sanitarium,  and  connected  with  the 
faculty  of  a  medical  college,  -as  well  as  inter- 
ested in  an  extensive  publishing  business. 

In  the  fall  of  1868,  when  eight  years  of 
age,  Henry  F.  was  placed  on  a  farm  at  Hen- 
rietta, Ohio  ;  a  year  later  went  to  live  with  a 
family  in  Birmingham,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and 
remained  with  the  latter  until  he  was  twelve, 
when  he  returned  to  Amherst.  In  1876  he 
located  at  Oberlin,  not  to  enter  the  college  but 
to  learn  the  carpenters'  trade,  and  after  he 
had  mastered  it  applied  himself  to  it  in  his 
native  place  until  the  winter  of  1878,  when  he 
located  at  Mayville,  New  York.  On  July  24, 
1880,  he  married,  at  Jamestown,  New  York, 
Miss  Ella  May  Baker,  of  Chautauqua,  New 
York.  She  was  born  May  15,  1865,  at  State 
Line,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Violetta  (See)  Baker,  natives  of  Watts  Flats, 
New  York.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Arndt  have  had 
five  children,  as  follows :  Katherine  May,  Inez 
Violetta,  Leona  Rebecca,  a  son  that  died  in 
infancy,  and  Georgianna  Henrietta.  Katherine 
May  is  wife  of  Harry  Newton,  of  Amherst, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Robert  Henry 
and  Doris  Yetive.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Arndt  settled  at  West  Salamanca,  New  York, 
where  he  became  associated  with  his  father-in- 
law  in  the  contracting  business  for  some  time, 
next  locating  in  Toledo  during  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1882,  and  returning  to  Amherst, 
where,  until  1886,  he  engaged  in  various  lines 
of  contracting.  In  that  year  he  became  identi- 
fied with  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company,  taking 
charge  of  the  construction  work  in  most  of 
its  quarries.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  that  line,  with  headquarters  at  Am- 
herst, where  he  has  also  become  prominent  in 
other  business  fields  and  active  in  city  and 
county  legislation.  In  1897  he  was  instru- 
mental in  starting  the  co-operative  store  which 
has  been  such  a  success  in  Amherst.  Always 
an  active  Republican,   Mr.   Arndt  has   served 


for  two  terms  as  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, during  which  he  was  chairman  of  tlie  light- 
ing committee  when  the  municipal  plant  was 
installed.  On  July  13,  1909,  he  was  appointed 
commissioner  of  Lorain  county  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy, his  term  expiring  in  191 1.  He  is  also 
a  strong  and  popular  figure  in  the  fraterni- 
ties, being  a  member  of  Stonington  Lodge, 
No.  503,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ;  Plato  Lodge,  No. 
203,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  a  past  grand  ; 
and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Harlow  Case  Stahl. — As  president  and 
Teasurer  of  the  Ohio  Cultivator  Company,  one 
•^f  the  foremost  manufacturing  corporations 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  Harlow  Case  Stahl, 
of  Bellevue,  is  a  prominent  factor  in  promot- 
ing and  advancing  the  industrial  growth  and 
prosperity  of  this  part  of  Huron  count}-.  A 
man  of  excellent  business  qualifications  and 
training,  he  possesses  great  financial  and  ex- 
ecutive ability,  and  by  his  persistent  energy 
snd  wise  forethought  has  been  instrumental 
in  building  up  a  business  that  extends  far  to 
the  southward  and  westward,  the  company  of 
which  he  is  at  the  head  having  plants  in  many 
cities  of  prominence.  A  son  of  Jacob  B.  Stahl, 
be  was  born  February  12,  1849,  in  Sanduskv 
rounty,  Ohio,  on  a  farm  lying  two  miles  south 
of  Fremont. 

John  Stahl,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Strassbourg,  Alsace,  Germany,  in  1773. 
Reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  he  was  there 
engaged  in  farming  until  1834,  when,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  three  of  his  five  chil- 
dren, he  came  to  America,  and  in  Buffalo,  "New 
York,  joined  his  two  older  sons,  who  had  pre- 
viously located  in  that  city.  Buying  a  small 
farm,  he  resided  there  a  year,  and  then  sold 
out  and  came  to  Ohio,  locating  near  Florence, 
Erie  county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  four  score  years. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Barbara, 
was  born  in  Alsace.  Germany,  in  1777.  and 
died  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children — one  daughter  and  four  sons, 
the  names  of  the  sons  being  John,  Jacob  B.. 
Philip  and  Christian. 

Jacob  B.  Stahl  was  born  February  to,  1S14. 
in  Strasbourg.  Germany,  and  was  there  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he 
learned  the  cooper's  trade.  In  1832  he  came 
with  his  brother  John  to  this  country,  landing 
in  New  York  City  after  an  ocean  voyage  of 
sixty-three  days.     Going  then,  by  way  of  the 
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Hudson  river  and  the  Erie  canal,  to  Buffalo, 
he  was  for  three  years  employed  in  lumbering 
on  Tonawanda  Island.  From  there  he  came, 
in  a  sailing  vessel  on  Lake  Erie,  to  Sandusky, 
and  for  seven  years  thereafter  worked  as  a 
farm  laborer  for  Captain  Case.  'With  charac- 
teristic German  thrift,  he  saved  his  earnings, 
and  subsequently  bought  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Ballville  township,  Sandusky  county,  and  in 
the  log  house  that  stood  in  an  opening  he  and 
his  wife  lived  a  number  of  years,  and  in  it  two 
of  their  sons,  including  Harlow  C,  and  two 
daughters,  were  born.  Selling,  that  place  in 
1851,  he  purchased  a  farm  on  the  banks  of 
the  Sandusky  river,  known  as  the  "Blue 
Banks,"  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  his  death,  January  27,  1883, 
when  he  was  accidentally  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  his  carriage  in  a  runaway. 

In  1841  Jacob  B.  Stahl  married  "Rachel 
Camp,  who  was  born  in  Westford.  Chittenden 
county,  Vermont,  December  4,  1814,  and  died 
September  5.  1877.  Her  father,  David  Camp, 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  January 
2,  1778,  and  after  his  marriage  moved  to  West- 
ford,  Vermont,  where  he  resided  until  1814. 
Migrating  then  to  Orange  county.  Xew  York, 
he  remained  there  eight  years,  when,  in  1822, 
he  again  started  westward,  bringing  his  wife, 
children,  and  all  their  worldly  possessions,  in 
teams  to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  which  was 
then  a  wilderness.  There  were  neither  canals 
nor  railroads  in  the  state  for  many  years  there- 
after, and  the  forests  were  filled  with  bears, 
deer,  wolves,  and  other  wild  beasts,  thev  alone 
disputing  the  Indians'  right  to  the  territory. 
He  first  bought  land  in  York  township,  but 
afterwards  moved  to  Riley  township,  from 
there  going  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
his  declining  years,  dying  in  1838,  at  the  age 
of  three  score  years,  his  death  occurring  De- 
cember 23  of  that  year. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  David 
Camp  was  Elizabeth  Root.  She  was  born  in 
Connecticut  July  26,  1784,  and  married  Mr. 
Camp  on  December  1,  1803.  She  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  domestic  arts,  being  able 
to  card,  spin  and  weave,  and  during  the  war 
of  1 81 2  wove  saddle  girths  for  the  soldiers. 
With  her  husband  she  shared  all  of  the  trials 
and  dangers  of  pioneer  life  in  her  Ohio  home. 
and  had  many  thrilling  experiences.  On  re- 
turning home  one  morning  from  the  bedside  of 
a  sick  neighbor,  who  lived  several  miles  away, 
she  suddenly  espied  a  bear  standing  in  her 
oath.      She   stooDed.   looked   at   the   bear  and 


began  talking,  to  him.  Soon  the  beast  moved 
to  one  side,  and  she  passed  him.  but  did  not 
dare  to  take  her  eyes  off  him.  but  walked 
backward  until  out  of  his  sight.  She  sur- 
vived her  first  husband,  married  Deacon  Hol- 
ton,  and  resided  in  Lyme  township,  Huron 
county,  until  her  death,  November  26,  1877, 
in  the  ninety-fourth  year  of  her  age.  By  her 
first  union  she  reared  six  children,  namely: 
Caroline,  Harry,  Albert,  Rachel,  Elizabeth  and 
James  Londen.  Mrs.  Rachel  (Camp)  Stahl 
was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Mary,  Martha,  George,  Harlow  C,  Almera. 
Albert  and  Charles. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Fremont  high 
school,  Harlow  C.  Stahl  took  a  commercial 
course  at  Oberlin,  being  graduated  in  1871 
from  that  institution.  When  seventeen  years 
old  he  taught  school  one  term,  and  then  began 
to  assist  his  father  on  the  homestead.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  on  the  parental  farm,  making  a 
specialty  of  raising  hops.  Going  to  Washing- 
ton county,  Kansas,  in  the  fall  of  1869,  Mr. 
Stahl  pre-empted  a  quarter  section  of  land, 
built  a  dugout,  in  which  he  spent  the  winter, 
and  at  the  end  of  six  months  proved  up  on  his 
claim.  Returning  home,  he  resumed  hop  cul- 
ture, and  subsequently  bought  sixty-six  acres 
of  land  lying  about  two  miles  from  Fremont, 
and  while  engaged  in  farming  there  began  the 
manufacture  of  cultivators.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  one  man,  he  first  made  ten  cultivators, 
which  he  took,  one  at  a  time,  behind  a  buggy, 
and  sold.  He  then  manufactured  twenty-five 
more,  which  he  readily  sold,  and  then  made 
fifty,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  disposed  of.' 
The  next  year,  taking  a  partner.  Mr.  Stahl 
made  200  cultivators,  and  each  succeeding  year 
the  business  increased,  becoming  so  large  in 
1882  that  he  formed  a  company  known  as  the 
Fremont  Cultivator  Company,  capitalizing  it 
at  $10,000,  and  Mr.  Stahl  was  its  president  and 
treasurer.  In  1886  the  capital  was  increased 
to  $50,000,  and  the  company  was  removed  to 
Bellevue,  where  the  Bellevue  Power  House 
was  purchased,  and  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
changed  to  that  of  the  Ohio  Cultivator  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Stahl  becoming  its  president  and 
treasurer.  This  company  has  had  an  almost 
marvelous  growth,  the  capital  now  being  $700.-" 
000,  while  the  plant,  in  which  hundreds  of  men 
are  employed,  covers  acres  of  space.  The 
business  has  been  extended  to  various  states, 
the  company  now  having  plants  in  Dallas. 
Texas,  and  in  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa,  with  stor- 
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age  warehouses  at  Philadelphia.  Kansas  City, 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  Peoria,  Illinois.  Air. 
Stahl  has  also  been  president  of  the  Bellevue 
Savings  Bank  since  its  organization. 

On  October  21,  1874,  Air.  Stahl  married 
Annie  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  Southburv, 
New  Haven  county,  Connecticut,  February  3, 
185(1.  Her  father,  Nelson  Warren  Mitchell, 
was  born  on  the  same  farm  that  she  was,  being 
a  son  of  Cyrus  Mitchell,  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Connecticut.  That  farm  was  reclaimed  from 
the  forest  by  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  fam- 
ily, Eleazer  Mitchell,  one  of  the  very  first  white 
men  to  settle  in  that  state,  and  has  never  been 
out  of  the  possession  of  the  family,  having 
been  handed  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, being,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  a 
brother  of  Mrs.  Stahl.  Nelson  W.  Mitchell 
died  August  31,  1904,  at  an  advanced  age.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Edna  Piatt,  was 
born  in  Southburv,  Connecticut,  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Julia  ( Northrup )  Piatt,  coming 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  distinguished  an- 
cestrv,  the  Platts  being  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  Milford,  Connecticut,  while  the 
Northrups  were  equally  as  prominent  in  New 
York  state.  She  died  in  June,  1907,  leaving 
three  children,  Edward,  Annie  and  Charles. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahl  have  four  children,  name- 
ly :  Edna  R.,  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Marvin ;  Alice 
E  .  married  Daniel  Seltzer ;  Marion  B.,  wife 
of  Henry  M.  Schofield ;  and  Harlow  M.  Re- 
ligiously Mr.  and  Airs.  Stahl  are  members  Of 
the  Congregational  church.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Stahl  is  a  member  of  Bellevue  Lodge,  No.  273, 
F.  &  A.  M. ;  of  Norwalk  Commandery,  No.  18, 
K.  T. ;  and  of  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  of  Cleve- 
land. 

Jahial  Pakmly. — The  Parmly  family  em- 
braces some  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting 
pioneers  of  Lake  county  and  the  Western  Re- 
serve, the  so-called  "Old  Mansion."  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie  at  Perry,  having  been  one 
of  the  landmarks  of  the  region  for  three-quar- 
ters of  a  century.  The  family  pioneer  was  the 
grandfather  of  Jahial,  Eleazer.  a  Vermont 
farmer,  who  moved  to  New  York  in  1816  and 
in  the  following  year  made  a  winter  trip  to 
the  Western  Reserve,  continuing,  to  reside  in 
what  is  now  Lake  county  until  his  death  July 
4,  1825.  While  driving  on  the  lake  shore  ice  to 
his  new  home  he  broke  through  the  crust  into 
the  water  and  narrowly  escaped  drowning.  He 
first  settled  on  the  river  road  in  Perry  town- 
ship, but  a  year  later  built  a  log  cabin  on  the 


banks  of  Lake  Erie,  its  site  afterward  being 
that  of  the  "Old  Aiansion."  His  son,  Jahial,  was 
born  in  Vermont  July  14,  1790,  and  when  he 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  with  other  m'em- 
Ders  of  the  family  immediately  took  his  place 
among  the  frontiersmen  as  one  of  their  expert 
wood-choppers.  He  was  an  active  worker  in 
constructing  the  first  saw  mill  on  the  creek  and 
was  among  those  who  proved  their  faith  in  the 
enterprise  by  carrying  the  iron  used  in  the 
plant  from  an  old  furnace  near  Painesville,  six 
miles  distant,  its  means  of  conveyance  being 
his  own  strong,  back.  In  1821  Jahial,  Sr.,  went 
to  Boston  to  study  dentistry,  and  afterward 
practiced  for  some  time  in  Georgia  and  other 
sections  of  the  south,  afterward  returning  to 
Ohio  and  purchasing  6,000  acres  of  choice  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Perry  and  Painesville,  where 
he  died  Alay  26,  1873.  His  wife  was  known, 
before  marriage,  as  Eliza  Pleasants.  She  was 
a  native  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  born  August 
2,  1799,  and  died  Alarch  2,  1891.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Jahial  Parmly, 
Jahial,  Jr.,  James,  Henry.  Samuel,  David  and 
Leo  reached  adult  life. 

Jahial  Parmly,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Augusta, 
Georgia,  on  April  27,  1830,  and  was  about 
three  years  of  age  when  his  father  returned  to 
Ohio  and  settled  on  his  magnificent  estate  on 
Lake  Erie.  As  stated,  it  was  the  senior  Jahial 
who  built  the  "Aiansion,"  and  his  son  of  the 
same  name  was  educated  to  follow  in  his  pro- 
fessional path.  The  boy  attended  school  at 
Aladison  Academy  and  in  Painesville,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  entered  Baltimore  Dental 
College.  After  his  graduation  he  practiced  four 
years,  but  his  strong  business  inclination  then 
drew  him  into  the  lumber  business  at  Van 
Wert,  Ohio,  in  which  he  continued  until  1861. 
He  built  the  fourth  steam  saw  mill  in  Van 
Wert  county,  but  finally  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Perry  and  settled  on  his  500-acre  farm. 
He  also  owned  a  grist  mill  on  Harper  creek, 
and  was  in  every  way  a  worthy  son  of  his 
energetic  and  honorable  father.  On  July  5, 
1855,  Air.  Parmly  wedded  Miss  A'lartha  J. 
Priddy,  of  Van  AVert,  Ohio,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them :  Ida  A.,  who  married  lohn 
Cramblett  and  became  the  mother  of  Eugene 
P.,  Alarion  F.,  Grace,  Ira  and  John ;  Augusta 
G.,  now  Airs.  Whitney ;  Eugene  P.  and  Cecil 
F.  (twins),  the  former  of  whom  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  and  the  latter,  at  twenty-seven.  The 
mother  of  the  family  died  February  16,  1892. 

David  Charles  Parmly,  a  brother  of  Jahial 
Parmly,  was  born  in  the  "Old  Aiansion"  July 
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28;  1840,  and  died  there  December  29,  1869, 
in  his  thirtieth  year.  He  was  educated  for  the 
dental  profession  at  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, but  never  practiced.  On  October  15, 
1863,  he  married  Miss  Emma  Burns,  who  is 
still  living  in  Painesville.  There  is  one  son, 
viz : — David  Parmly,  aged  twenty,  who  is  liv- 
ing with  his  widowed  mother,  but  is  at  present 
pursuing  a  course  at  Cornell  University. 

Annals  of  the  Parmly  family  are  extant  in- 
dicating that  it  was  early  identified  with  the 
history  of  Belgium.  Maurice  de  Parmelie  was 
one  of  the  supporters  of  William  of  Orange 
in  the  uprising  of  the  Netherlands  against  the 
cruelties  of  the  Spanish  governor  and  general, 
the  notorious  Duke  of  Alva.  For  his  part  in 
that  historic  contest,  in  1567.  Maurice  was 
obliged  to  flee  to  Holland,  his  estate  being 
seized  and  confiscated  by  the  Spanish  op-- 
pressors.  He  it  was  who  founded  the  house  of 
Von  Parmelee,  and  his  third  son  was  baron  of 
Batavia.  New  England  records  show  that  John 
Parmelee,  aged  twenty,  was  a  passenger  on  the 
"Elizabeth  and  Anne,"  and  settled  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1635.  The  present 
spelling  of  the  family  name  was  adopted  in 
1810. 

Albert  Harmon. — For  three  generations 
the  Harmon  family  has  been  connected,  in  a 
practical  and  prominent  way.  with  the  estab- 
lishment and  progress  of  the  industries,  agri- 
culture and  commerce  of  Ashtabula.  Albert 
Harmon,  the  present-day  representative,  has 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  ancestral  farm,  now 
located  in  the  East  Milage,  and  is  living  com- 
fortably and  happily  in  the  house  erected  by 
his  father,  Edwin,  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
business  men,  manufacturers  and  founders  of 
the  lake  marine  who  ever  resided  in  Ashtabula. 
In  1828,  .when  this  residence  was  erected,  busi- 
ness and  building,  were  both  conducted  with  a 
view  to  permanency  rather  than  pure  expe- 
dition and  temporary  profits.  The  rooms  were 
not  only  large  and  airy  and  the  woodwork  sub- 
stantial', but  honestly  put  together,  and  the 
massive  heavy  doors  that  were  hung  more  than 
eighty  vears  ago  still  swing  as  true  as  thev  did 
in  1828. 

Annan  Harmon,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Massachusetts,  coming  to  Ohio 
with  his  family  in  1812  and  settling  on  the 
east  side  of  Ashtabula  creek,  where,  with  the 
faithful  and  valuable  assistance  and  manage- 
ment of  his  son  Edwin,  he  cleared  a  large 
tract  of  wild  land  and  improved  a  good  home- 


stead. The  son  mentioned  erected  the  neces- 
sary farm  buildings  and  was  engaged  in  active 
farming  and  the  superintendence  of  the  family 
estate  until  the  death  of  his  father  Annan,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Annan  Harmon  became  the  parents 
of  five  daughters  and  two  sons.  Two  of  the 
daughters,  Achsah  and  Polly,  spent  the  greater 
part  of  their  lives  in  East  Milage  near  the  old 
home  farm ;  Annan,  the  younger  son,  died  at 
tue  age  of  fifty  years  ;  and  Edwin  Harmon,  the 
elder  son,  was  for  many  years  an  esteemed  and 
active  citizen  of  Ashtabula  county. 

Edwin  Harmon  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
May  6,  1803,  being  but  a  young  lad  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  the  Reserve.  Always 
energetic  and  enterprising,  when  a  young  man 
he  secured  the  contract  to  carry  the  mail  from 
Erie  to  Cleveland,  and  soon  introduced  the  first 
four-horse  stages  used  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
His  route  was  along  the  east  side  of  the  creek, 
as  the  most  popular  taverns  were  thereby  ac- 
commodated ;  but  the  Hubbard  family  started 
a  rival  stage  route  on  the  west  side,  establish- 
ing taverns  along  the  way  under  their  control. 
Mr.  Harmon  then  put  on  more  horses,  so  that 
he  was  able  to  furnish  fresh  relays  every  six 
or  seven  miles.  Although  his  business  flour- 
ished for  some  time,  he  soon  perceived  that  the 
tide  of  settlement  had  turned  to  the  west  side : 
but  when  he  sold  his  route  he  proved  how 
strong  was  his  sense  of  justice  by  making  a 
contract  which  guaranteed  that  stages  would 
continue  to  stop  at  the  east  side  taverns  as  long- 
as  they  existed.  They  were  soon  closed,  how- 
ever, and  all  the  stages  crossed  to  the  west  side, 
which  at  once  assumed  importance  and  has 
since  grown  into  the  present  beautiful  city-  of 
Ashtabula. 

About  1839  Edwin  Harmon  became  inter- 
ested in  the  lake  trade.  He  also  operated  a  dis- 
tillery, a  sawr  mill  and  a  grist  mill — the  last 
named  being  a  three-story  cobble  stone  build- 
ing with  a  gable  roof.  At  one  time  Mr.  Har- 
mon owned  several  vessels,  which  he  used  for 
freighting.  His  first  vessel  was  the  "Ade- 
laide," which  he  loaded  with  apples,  cider  and 
whiskey  and  sent  under  the  care  of  Captain 
Daniel  Mitchell  (who  died  in  IQ08,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-five  years')  to  Mackinac  and  other 
points  in  the  upper  lakes  region,  to  be  sold  to 
the  Indians.  Subsequently,  he  bought  two 
brigs,  the  "Oleander"  and  the  "Constellation." 
which  he  sold  after  he  had  completed  and 
stocked  them.  Edwin  Harmon  afterward 
owned  the  schooner  "Arctic"  and  the  "A.  E. 
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Hart,"  and  built  the  "Mary  Collins"  which  was 
named  for  his  daughter.  This  latter  vessel  was 
worth  from  $18,000  to  $25,000  and,  it  was 
thought,  would  easily  pay  for  itself  in  three 
years.  During  the  panic  of  1857,  however, 
Mr.  Harmon  suffered  heavy  losses ;  but  during 
the  succeeding  years  he  recuperated,  as 
freights  advanced  to  a  high  figure  and  he  also 
disposed  of  his  crops  (especially  his  oats)  at 
most  profitable  figures. 

Besides  being  a  successful  general  farmer, 
Mr.  Harmon  was  very  fortunate  as  a  stock- 
raiser,  keeping  each  year  a  selected  flock  of 
sheep  and  a  fine  herd  of  thoroughbred  Short- 
horn cattle.  Every  winter  he  fed  a  large  bunch 
■of  steers,  always  selling  them  in  the  spring  at 
the  highest  market  price.  He  was  also  an  ex- 
tensive land  holder,  never  owning  less  than 
three  farms ;  at  one  time  he  had  200  acres  on 
the  lake  shore ;  275  acres  in  the  home  farm,  at 
Ashtabula;  and  a  dairy  farm  of  300  acres  at 
Springfield,  Illinois,  which  he  took  on  a  debt. 
Prior  to  his  death  he  divided  his  real  estate 
among  his  children,  each  receiving  a  farm. 
Mr.  riarmon  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but 
was  a  voter  only,  his  entire  time  being  devoted 
to  business  and  his  large  agricultural  and  live 
stock  interests.  He  died  on  the  Ashtabula 
farm,  August  13,  1863,  his  demise  being  deeply 
•deplored. 

On  January  21,  1829,  Edwin  Harmon  mar- 
ried Miss  Miranda  Cunningham,  who  when 
a  child  had  accompanied  her  widowed  mother 
and  older  brother,  Gushing,  to  Unionville,  Lake 
•county,  Ohio.  -Mrs.  Harmon  died  February  5. 
1872,  mother  of  eight  children.  Harriet  and 
Charles  Harmon  died  in  infancy ;  Adelaide 
passed  away  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
the  following  five  reached  maturity:  Miranda, 
who  died  as  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Wilkinson  Au- 
gust 6.  1892,  aged  sixty  years ;  Alary,  who 
married  Charles  Collins  and  died  April  15, 
1893,  at  tne  age  of  fifty-eight,  her  husband 
being  chief  engineer  on  the  Lake  Shore  Rail- 
way at  the  time  of  the  Ashtabula  casualty, 
with  headquarters  in  Cleveland  ;  Frances  E.,  of 
Ashtabula;  Albert;  and  Gertrude,  who  spent 
'her  forty-six  years  on  the  home  farm,  where 
she  died  June  29,  1891. 

Albert  Harmon,  who  was  born  February  18, 
1842,  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  old  Ash- 
tabula homestead,  successfully  employed  in 
farming.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  breeding 
"high  trotting  Hambletonian  horses.  His 
youngest  sister,  as  above  mentioned,  enjoyed 


the  farm  as  her  lifelong  home ;  Mrs.  Collins 
(  Mary)  also  died  on  the  home  farm,  and  the 
other  sisters  have  lived  there  much  of  the  time. 
Stronger  family  ties  cannot  be  imagined  than 
those  which  bind  the  survivors  to  this  old,  val- 
uable and  cherished  homestead. 

Albert  J.  Richmond. — Prominent  among 
the  early  pioneers  of  Lorain  county  is  recorded 
the  name  of  Albert  J.  Richmond,  during  many 
years  a  farmer  in  Amherst  township.  He  was 
born  in  Black  River  township  of  this  countv 
-April  15,  1831,  a  son  of  Freeman  and  Eunice 
(  Gillette)  Richmond,  the  father  born  in  Provi- 
dence, Rhole  Island,  and  the  mother  in  Genesee 
count}',  New  York.  Freeman  Richmond  came 
in  a  very  early  day  to  Sheffield  township,  Lo- 
rain county.  He  had  first  married  Nancy  Ar- 
nold, by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  Phi'linda, 
who  married  Schuyler  Strong  and  died  in 
Black  River  township  ;  Freeman  Richmond  for 
his  second  wife  married  Mrs.  Eunice  (  Gillette ) 
Fox,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Svlvia,  who  married  Albert  Arnold  and 
died  in  Plattsburg,  Missouri ;  Minerva,  widow 
of  Isaac  Shope  and  a  resident  of  Amherst ; 
Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Albert  J. ;  Milo,  who  was  a  farmer  and  died  in 
Amherst ;  and  Almeda,  who  married  James 
Rankin  and  died  in  Amherst.  The  first  hus- 
band of  Mrs.  Richmond  was  Levi  Fox,  bv 
whom  she  had  four  children,  Gilbert,  Orphie. 
Hannah  and  Nancy,  all  now  deceased.  Follow- 
ing their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richmond 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Sheffield  township  for  a  few- 
years,  and  then  selling  their  land  there  they 
bought  and  moved  to  a  farm  in  Black  River 
township,  near  Sodam  Gamora  and  Hungry 
Hollow,  but  some  years  later  they  again  sold. 
this  time  buying  in  1849  tne  farm  on  Middle 
Ridge  in  Amherst  township,  now  occupied  by 
Albert  J.  Richmond,  the  place  containing  sixty- 
two  acres  of  partly  improved  land.  There  Free- 
man and  Eunice  Richmond  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives.  He  died  December  24,  1881, 
aged  ninety-one  years,  and  she  died  June  7, 
1883,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and  their  remains 
lie  in  the  Middle  Ridge  cemetery,  near  the 
family  homestead. 

Albert  J.  Richmond  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  their  death,  and  the  farm  was  then 
left  to  him  and  his  brother.  Two  years  after 
his  marriage  Albert  bought  his  brother's  in- 
terest in  the  home  estate.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has 
been  successful  in  his  chosen  calling.     In  Sep- 
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tember  of  1852  was  celebrated  his  marriage  to 
Alary  L.  Gilmore,  who  was  born  in  Amherst 
October  16,  1829,  a  daughter  of  Aretus  and 
Orrie  Gilmore,  and  a  son.  Bird  Richmond,  now 
of  Amherst,  was  born  to  them.  Mrs.  Richmond 
died  October  11,  1886,  and  in  September  of 
1887  he  wedded  Mrs.  Emerette  (Rathbun) 
Tennery,  who  was  born  in  Green  Creek  town- 
ship, Sandusky  county,  Ohio.  She  was  the 
widow  of  John  E.  Tennery,  from  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Rhoda 
(Gillette)  Rathbun.  Mrs.  Richmond  was  three 
times  married,  her  first  husband  being  Samuel 
Baker,  from  Clyde,  this  state.  Albert  J.  Rich- 
mond in  politics  is  allied  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  is  a  Christian  Scientist  in  his  re- 
ligious belief.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Hickory  Tree  Grange  of  Amherst,  in 
which  he  has  held  several  offices. 

Bird  Richmond  has  long  held  a  distinc- 
tive place  among,  the  farmers  and  business  men 
of  Amherst  township,  the  place  of  his  nativity 
on  October  16,  1853,  the  only  child  born  of 
the  marriage  union  of  Albert  J.  and  Mary  L. 
(Gilmore)  Richmond.  Bird  Richmond  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  his  marriage  in 
1877,  at  that  time  buying  a  tract  of  land  which 
joined  the  home  farm  and  for  eight  years  he 
lived  in  an  old  house  which  stood  upon  the 
place.  That  dwelling  then  gave  place  to  a  good 
frame  residence,  but  it  burned  eight  years 
afterward  and  was  replaced  by  a  similar  dwell- 
ing, the  present  family  home.  Mr.  Richmond 
follows  a  general  line  of  farming  and  garden- 
ing, and  he  also  raises  horses  for  general  farm 
purposes.  He  is  a  splendidly  educated  man, 
having  attended  both  the  common  schools  and 
Oberlin  College  for  two  years,  and  for  eighteen 
years  he  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
educational  interests  in  Lorain  county.  He  en- 
tered the  profession  when  but  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  taught  during  the  winter  months 
and  gardened  in  the  summers,  while  during  a 
period  of  five  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board. 

On  October  16,  1877,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  E.  Jenne,  born  in  Amherst  township. 
October  12,  1858,  daughter  of  the  late  Ansel 
Jenne,  from  New  England,  and  Phebe  Wing, 
from  the  state  of  New  York.  Her  grandpar- 
ents on  the  paternal  side  were  Ansel  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Brown)  Jenne.  A  son.  Frank  Harri- 
son Richmond,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich- 
mond on  July  16,  1880.  He  graduated  from 
the  Amherst  high  school  and  attended  Elvria 


Business  College,  and  he  now  lives  on  a  por- 
tion of  his  father's  farm.  He  married  on  De- 
cember 24,  1903,  Florence  E.  Steele,  also  born 
in  Amherst  township,  a  daughter  of  Homer 
and  Ellen  ( Gawn )  Steele,  from  the  same 
place.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
Frank  H.  and  Florence  Richmond..  Frances  E.. 
born  December  5,  1904,  and  Byrd  H.,  born 
January  10,  1906.  Bird  Richmond  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of  the  Republican 
party  and  of  the  Congregational  church. 

John  Wesley  Kyle  is  numbered  among  the 
dairy  farmers  of  Dorset  township,  and  he  rep- 
resents a  pioneer  family  of  Ohio.  John  Kyle, 
his  father,  was  born  on  the  present  site  of 
Youngstown  in  1812,  and  he  married  there 
Abbie  Arnold,  who  was  born  in  18 17,  and  died 
in  1903,  the  husband  having  passed  away  in 
1901.  They  moved  to  Trumbull  county  several 
years  after  their  marriage,  and  the  following 
children  were  born  of  their  union :  Anna,  who 
married  Milo  Crawford  and  is  living  at  Petos- 
key,  Michigan ;  George  married  Delia  Wilbur 
and  lives  at  Cortland  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio:  Irvin,  born  in  1845.  married  Lottie  Dil- 
ley,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Richmond  township, 
Ashtabula  county ;  John  Wesley  was  born  No- 
vember 19,  1852;  and  Oliver,  born  in  1854. 
married  Millie  Wilbur,  and  lives  at  Johnson  in 
Trumbull  county. 

After  a  training  in  the  district  schools  of  Ba- 
zetta  township,  Trumbull  county,  John  Wesley 
Kyle  began  working  out  at  farm  labor,  and  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  dairy  farm  of  210  acres, 
seventy  acres  of  which  are  devoted  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  served  his  town- 
ship two  years  as  a  trustee,  and  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  affiliations.  By  his  marriage  to 
Alzada  Everett,  who  was  born  in  1851,  he  has 
had  three  children,  namely:  Arda,  who  was 
born  August  21,  1882,  married  Fred  Cook  and 
is  living  in  Ashtabula ;  Ada,  born  April  27, 
1884,  married  Wesley  Hamilton  and  lives  in 
Richmond  township,  Ashtabula  county;  and 
John,  born  on  May  13,  1888,  is  a  Pierpont 
township  mill  man.  He  married  Lottie  Burr. 
John  Wesley  Kyle  is  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ers of  Dorset  township,  and  both  he  and  his 
family  have  many  friends  here.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Grange  of  Denmark  and 
also  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the 
State  Police  of  Ohio. 

Robert  P..  Lersch. — An  able  exponent  of 
the   progressive    spirit   and     strong    initiative 
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power  that  have  caused  the  Western  Reserve 
to  forge  to  the  front  as  an  industrial  and  com- 
mercial section  of  importance  is  Mr.  Lersch, 
who  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men 
of  the  younger  generation  in  his  native  city  of 
Elyria,  Lorain  county,  and  who  is  a  scion  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  He  has  given  his  attention 
more  especially  to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  interested  principals  in  the 
well  known  drygoods  house  of  John  Lersch  & 
Co.,  of  Elvria.  The  esteem  and  confidence  in 
which  he  is  held  in  his  native  county  has  been 
indicated  by  his  election  to  offices  of  public 
trust,  including  that  of  representative  in  the 
state  legislature. 

Robert  Boynton  Lersch  was  born  in  Elyria, 
on  November  io,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Pamela  (Boynton)  Lersch,  who  still  main- 
tain their  home  in  Elyria.  John  Lersch  is  one 
of  the  oldest  business  men  and  most  honored 
citizens  of  Elyria,  with  whose  civic  and  ma- 
terial development  and  upbuilding  he  has  been 
long  and  prominently  identified.  During  nearly 
half  a  century  has  John  Lersch  been  actively 
engaged  in  business  in  this  place,  and  his  career 
has  been  one  marked  by  uniform  and  uninter- 
rupted success,  based  alike  upon  fair  and  hon- 
orable dealings  and  distinctive  personal  popu- 
larity. To  his  efforts  is  due  the  building  up 
of  a  mercantile  concern  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  northern  Ohio  outside  of 
the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  was  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  July  25, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Carl  and  Louise 
(Schweitzer)  Lersch,  both  of  whom  were  like- 
wise natives  of  Bavaria.  The  family  emrai- 
grated  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  and  event- 
ually Carl  Lersch  purchased  a  farm  in  North 
Dover  township,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  near 
the  Lorain  county  line.  In  1854  John  Lersch, 
who  was  then  about  thirteen  years  of  age  and 
who  had  received  his  rudimentary  education 
in  his  native  land  and  thereafter  attended  the 
common  schools  of  Ohio  for  a  time,  found  em- 
ployment in  the  store  of  the  old-time  firm  of 
Mussey  &  Co.,  of  Elyria.  In  1858  this  firm 
was  succeeded  by  one  in  which  the  interested 
principals  were  Seymour  W.  Baldwin,  Thomas 
W.  Laundon  and  Thomas  L.  Nelson,  all  of 
whom  were  old  and  well  remembered  mer- 
chants of  Elyria.  Under  the  new  regime  John 
Lersch  continued  his  labors  as  a  valued  and 
efficient  salesman,  and  in  1872  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  David  C.  Baldwin  in  the  purchas- 
ing of  the  business  with  which  he  had  so  long 
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been  identified.  Thereafter  the  enterprise  was 
continued  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  C.  Bald- 
win &  Co.  until  1880,  when  Air.  Baldwin  vir- 
tually retired  from  active  connection  with  the 
business,  which  was  continued  under  the  title 
of  Baldwin,  Lersch  &  Co.  Air.  Lersch  at  this 
juncture  assumed  practically  the  entire  man- 
agement of  the  business,  and  about  this  time 
he  effected  the  organization  of  a  mercantile 
combination  known  as  the  North  Ohio  Syndi- 
cate, which  was  composed  of  the  firms  of  Bald- 
win, Lersch  &  Co.,  of  Elyria ;  Fries  &  Scheule, 
of  Cleveland,  and  B.  C.  Taber  &  Co.,  of  Xor- 
walk.  Said  syndicate  is  now  known  under  the 
title  of  John  Lersch  &  Co.,  and  consists  of 
seventeen  representative  drygoods  houses  in 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  with  a  purchasing  ca- 
pacity of  about  $4,000,000  annually.  Through 
the  practical  amalgamation  of  interests  the  con- 
cern is  enabled  to  give  to  its  patrons  the  most 
effective  service,  as  is  indicated  by  the  great 
popularity  and  large  business  of  the  Elyria 
house  of  John  Lersch  &  Co..  in  which  are  han- 
dled large  and  select  lines  of  drygoods,  cloaks, 
women's  suits,  carpets,  draperies,  etc.  The  es- 
tablishment is  divided  into  large  and  well  or- 
dered departments,  and,  as  already  stated,  it  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  outside  of  Cleveland,  the  metropolis  of 
Ohio.  John  Lersch  has  exemplified  in  his  long 
and  peculiarly-  successful  career  the  highest 
principles  of  integrity  and  honor,  and  no  citi- 
zen of  Lorain  county  is  held  in  more  assured 
popular  confidence  and  regard.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  directorate  of  the  Elyria  Savings  & 
Banking  Company  and  is  a  citizen  of  utmost 
loyalty  and  public  spirit.  He  is  a  stanch  ad- 
herent of  the  Republican  party.  The  marriage 
of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Lersch  was  solemnized  in 
1868,  and  Mrs.  Lersch  is  a  native  of  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  being  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Joshua  Boynton,  a  native  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
but  a  pioneer  to  Lorain  county  and  a  well 
known  and  influential  citizen  of  his  day. 

Robert  B.  Lersch,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Elvria 
and  here  he  completed  the  curriculum  of  the 
public  schools,  having  been  graduated  in  the 
high  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1889, 
after  which  he  took  a  partial  course  in  the  law 
department  of  the  Western  Reserve  University 
in  Cleveland.  After  leaving  college  Mr.  Lersch 
identified  himself  in  an  active  way  with  the 
business  of  John  Lersch  &  Co.,  and  he  has  been 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm  since  1893.  He 
has  done  much  to  further  the  success  of  the 
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enterprise  and  to  uphold  the  prestige  of  a  name 
long  honored  in  connection  with  business  and 
social  affairs  in  Lorain  count}'. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lersch  has  been  a  stalwart 
in  the  camp  of  the  Republican  party  from  the 
time  of  attaining  to  his  legal  majority,  and  he 
has  rendered  effective  service  in  the  promotion 
of  the  party  cause.  In  1896  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Elyria,  and  the 
valuation  placed  upon  his  services  in  this  ca- 
pacity may  be  understood  when  the  statement 
is  made  that  he  was  four  times  re-elected.  In 
1903  he  was  chosen,  on  the  first  ballot,  by  the 
Lorain  county  Republican  convention  as  its 
candidate  for  representative  in  the  state  legis- 
lature, and  in  the  ensuing  election  he  received 
a  gratifying  majority  at  the  polls.  In  the  house 
he  proved  an  active  and  effective  working 
member,  both  on  the  floor  and  in  the  commit- 
tee room.  He  was  chairman  of  the  important 
finance  committee  and  was  secretary  of  the 
committee  on  cities  that  prepared  and  presented 
the  Pavne  bill,  under  which  the  present  mu- 
nicipal code  of  Ohio  was  enacted. 

In  addition  to  his  interest  in  the  firm  of  John 
Lersch  &  Co.,  Mr.  Lersch  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders and  active  administrative  officers  of  the 
Cleveland  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  the  city 
•of  Cleveland.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  one  of  the 
zealous  promoters  of  its  high  civic  ideals  and 
progressive  business  policies.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  affiliating,  with  Elyria  Com- 
manderv.  No.  60,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  &  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

On  November  10,  1897,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Lersch  to  Miss  Helen  Steward, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Etta  Seward, 
and  they  have  one  child,  a  winsome  little 
daughter,  Dorothea.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lersch  oc- 
cupy a  position  of  prominence  in  the  social  life 
of  their  home  city,  where  their  popularity  is  of 
the  most  unequivocal  order. 

John  Wilkes. — The  Wilkes  family  is  an 
old  and  honored  one  throughout  Portage  coun- 
ty, and  John  Wilkes  worthily  upheld  its  name 
and  position.  He  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  November  28,  1800,  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Lawrence)  Wilkes, 
who  were  from  England,  as  was  also  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Wilkes.  The  latter 
came  with  his  family  to  Pennsylvania  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  secur- 


ing land  in  Pennsylvania,  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  there,  while  his  son  Samuel 
came  on  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Columbiana 
county,  where  he  subsequently  died.  He  was 
three  times  married,  and  Sarah  Lawrence  was 
his  second  wife,  bv  whom  he  had  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son. 

The  latter,  John  Wilkes,  lived  in  the  parental 
home  until  his  marriage  to  Anna  Benton,  from 
New  York,  as  were  also  her  parents,  William 
and  Roxie  (Bryant)  Benton.  Coming  with 
his  family  to  Rootstown  township  in  Portage 
county  Mr.  Benton  secured  land  here  and  his 
daughter  Anna  taught  in  the  township's 
schools.  Here  she  met  and  married  John 
Wilkes,  and  they  moved  to  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Edinburg  township,  where  he  secured 
400  acres  of  land  and  over  200  acres  in  Roots- 
town  township.  He  became  one  of  the  largest 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  his  community, 
and  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  there 
until  their  deaths. 

In  their  family  were  seven  children :  Anna, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Jerry  Fifer  and  is  now 
deceased ;  Sarah,  on  the  home  place ;  John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ;  Tyler, 
who  resides  with  his  sister  Sarah ;  Roxie,  the 
wife  of  James  Wilson,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia ;  Mary  Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years;  and  Lucy  E.,  of  Ravenna. 

Lucy  E.  Wilkes  remained  with  her  parents 
during  their  lives,  and  she  was  appointed 
guardian  in  trust  for  four  children  of  her 
brother  Tyler  by  his  second  wife,  and  soon 
after  this  she  moved  to  Mt.  Union  to  give  the 
children  better  educational  advantages.  Dur- 
ing her  three  years'  residence  there  her  father 
died  and  she  came  into  possession  of  the  100 
acres  of  land  in  Edinburg  township  which  she 
yet  owns,  while  in  February  of  1896,  she 
moved  to  a  residence  which  she  owned  in  Ra- 
venna, No.  475  South  Chestnut  street. 

James  W.  Babcock. — Noteworthy  for  his 
good  citizenship  and  many  excellent  traits  of 
character,  James  W.  Babcock.  of  Geneva, 
holds  an  assured  position  among  the  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  men  of  this  part  of  Ash- 
tabula county.  He  is  an  able  and  skilful  me- 
chanic, and  as  foreman  of  the  forging  depart- 
ment of  the  Geneva  Tool  Company  is  con- 
nected with  one  of  the  principal  industries  of 
the  place.  A  son  of  Asa  C.  and  Clementine 
(Webster)  Babcock,  he  was  born  August  22, 
1838,  in  Leonardsville,  Madison  county,  New- 
York,  coming  from  substantial  New  England 
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ancestry,  the  Babcock  family  having  been  early 
settlers  of  Connecticut. 

As  a  young  man  James  W.  Babcock  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  his  father's  shop. 
and  also  assisted  him  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  old  style  forks  used  in  farming.  In  Au- 
gust, 1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  One 
Hundred  and  Fourteenth  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  a  company  made  almost  entirely 
of  young,  men  from  his  own  home  town.  At 
the  end  of  a  year,  after  a  severe  illness  while 
in  camp  at  Baltimore,  Mr.  Babcock  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  service,  his  regiment 
going  on  with  the  command  of  General  Banks, 
while  he  was  left  in  a  hospital.  Returning  home 
as  soon  as  able,  Mr.  Babcock  continued  mak- 
ing forks  until  1866.  In  that  year,  at  the  so- 
licitation of  a  Mr.  Caswell,  a  manufacturer  of 
scvthe  snaths,  living  at  the  old  Engle  Tavern, 
one  mile  south  of  Geneva,  he  came  to  Ash- 
tabula county.  Mr.  Caswell  was  one  of  the 
original  scythe  snath  manufacturers,  as  head 
of  the  firm  of  Caswell,  Price  &  Barlow,  hav- 
ing established  a  factory  a  number  of  years 
previous  to  that  time  in  Geneva.  At  once  en- 
tering the  newly-organized  firm  of  Caswell  & 
Tinker,  Mr.  Babcock  continued  with  his  em- 
ployers three  years,  making  snaths  and  forks. 
In  187 r  the  Geneva  Tool  Company  was  organ- 
ized, the  machinery  of  the  plant,  which  was 
then  in  Garrettsville,  was  removed  to  this 
place,  and  work  was  begun  on  a  much  larger 
scale.  The  force  of  men  was  increased  from 
fifteen  to  one  hundred,  and  the  amount  of  year- 
ly business  was  increased  from  $30,000  to 
$100,000.  During  the  first  year  the  factory 
put  on  the  market  $80,000  worth  of  steel  tools, 
including  potato  forks,  hoes,  etc.  Mr.  Bab- 
cock was  from  the  beginning  foreman  of  the 
forging  department,  and  had  the  charge  of  in- 
stalling all  of  the  new  machinery. 

Mr.  Caswell  subsequently  sold  out  his  in- 
terest in  the  firm,  but  continued  his  residence 
in  Geneva  until  his  death.  Mr.  Tinker,  also, 
sold  out,  and  later  conducted  a  machine  shop  in 
Garrettsville.  Mr.  Babcock  continued  with 
the  firm  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  or  twenty- 
two  years,  having  charge  in  the  meantime  of 
about  thirty-five  or  forty  men.  In  1891  he  be- 
came foreman  of  the  forging  department  of  a 
factory  in  Girard,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1898.  Coming  back  then  to 
Geneva,  he  resumed  his  former  position  in  the 
forging,  department  of  the  Geneva  Tool  Com- 
pany, where  he  lias  now  charge  of  about  eighty 
men,  but  during  the  past  two  years  Mr.  Bab- 


cock has  been  released  from  constant  attend- 
ance at  the  factory,  being  his  own  boss. 

Mr.  Babcock  married,  in  i860,  in  Leonards- 
ville,  New  York.  Helen  M.  Clark,  and  they 
have  one  daughter.  Callie  E.  Babcock,  a  gifted 
musician.  Mr.  Babcock  nas  ever  been  active 
in  local  affairs,  having  served  a  number  of 
vears  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  in  that 
capacity  assisting  in  the  installation  of  the 
Geneva  water  works  and  of  its  sewer  svstem. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Babcock  has  belonged  for 
thirty-eight  years  to  the  Independent  Urder  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  of 
his  lodge,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Marcus  Harvey  Nichols,  descendant  of  a 
family  which  for  several  generations  distin- 
guished themselves  uy  their  service  to  their 
country  and  their  strict  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  teachings  of  the  Disciples  church, 
was  born  March  10,  1845,  m  Shalersville. 
Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Noble  Haven  and  Ursula 
Bryant  (Drake)  Nichols.  The  Nichols  family 
came  originally  from  England,  and  at  an  earl'v 
date  settled  in  Vermont.  The  great-grand- 
father of  Marcus  H.  Nichols  settled  near  the 
shore  of  Lake  Champlain  on  the  Vermont  side, 
and  was  living  there  when  his  son  Andrew 
was  born.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Brown 
Point,  New  York. 

Andrew  Nichols  was  born  at  Shoreham. 
Vermont,  September  26,  1790.  and  died  No- 
vember 1,  1867.  In  January,  1819,  he  married 
Sally  Haven,  and  they  became  parents  of  five 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  but  two  sur- 
vive. He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  endurance 
and  great  physical  strength,  and  distinguished 
himself  by  his  service  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
enlisted  June  20,  1812,  and  served  five  years, 
being  discharged  in  June,  1817;  in  the  first 
year  of  service  he  was  appointed  sergeant  of 
his  company,  of  which  Luther  Leonard  was 
captain.  He  was  one  of  those  who  captured 
and  carried  into  the  American  lines,  General 
Riel  and  his  staff,  of  the  British  army,  near 
Niagara  Falls,  September  6,  1814.  The  Eng- 
lish army  tried  to  cross  the  Saranac  river  near 
its  mouth,  but  Sergeant  Nichols  saw  them  and 
unlimbered  his  guns,  although  on  retreat  by 
orders;  he  gave  them  "grape  and  canister." 
and  drove  them  back.  Although  court-mar- 
tialed for  disobeying  orders,  he  was  trium- 
phantly acquitted.  During  this  daring  exploit 
he  was  wounded  through  the  thigh,  but  dis- 
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regarded  his  own  sufferings  in  his  interest  in 
the  cause.  This  occurred  shortly  before  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg. 

Noble  Haven  Nichols  was  born  April  II, 
1825,  in  Shalersville,  Ohio,  and  died  December 

2,  1893.  He  married,  at  Shalersville,  May  11, 
1844,  Ursula  Bryant  Drake,  a  descendant  of 
the  great  English  navigator  and  admiral ;  she 
died  May  8,  1893.  They  were  parents  of  eight 
children. 

Marcus  H.  Nichols  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Mantua  and  Hiram,  and  then  for 
four  years  attended  the  Eclectic  Institute,  now 
known  as  Hiram  College ;  when  he  left  college 
in  1864,  Professor  Garfield  was  principal,  and 
later  in  that  year  Professor  Thompson,  a  half- 
breed  Indian,  held  the  position.  Upon  Mr. 
Nichol's  entrance,  Harvey  M.  Everett  was 
principal.  Upon  leaving  college,  Mr.  Nichols 
taught  one  year  in  the  poorhouse  district  in 
Shalersville,  and  then  began  farming,  which 
has  since  been  his  occupation.  He  has  met  with 
very  good  success  in  all  his  undertakings.  In 
political  views  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Disciples  church.  Mr.  Nichols  mar- 
ried January  6,  1869,  Jennie  Wilson,  of  Hiram, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children.  She  was  born 
January  13,  1848,  in  Paris,  Ohio,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Albert  Gallatin  Wilson,  born  April 
17,  1809,  also  at  Paris,  Ohio.  Albert  G.  Wil- 
son married  Ara  Ann  Minyoung,  January  1, 
1839;  he  died  March  11,  1888,  and  she  died 
March  29,  1879.  Her  father  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  about  1834-5  and  settled  at  Paris, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1884.  Her  grandfather,  Jacob  Min- 
young, was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  Au- 
gust 24,  1793 ;  he  married  Jane  McKansey,  of 
Maryland,  who  was  born  in  Ann  Arundell 
county,  January  10,  1798.  He  was  a  paper- 
maker  by  trade  and  settled  in  Philadelphia. 
Mrs.  Marcus  H.  Nichols  died  February  3, 
1890,  and  is  buried  in  Garrettsville,  Ohio.  Their 
children  are :  Ida  May,  born  October  30,  1869, 
in  Freedom,  Ohio ;  Ethel  Neva,  born  January 
19,  1872;  Nellie  Jane,  born  June  17,  1874;  Lee 
Wilson,  born  June  21,  1879;  Carl  Albert,  born 
July  26,  1 88 1  ;  and  Carrie  Lorena,  born  June 
10,  1886.  Ida  M.  married  J.  C.  Felt,  of  Graf- 
ton, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  December  31,  1888, 
at  Nelson,  Ohio,  and  their  children  are:  Lee 
Voman,  born  January  7,  1890;  Jennie  Elmina, 
born  August  10,  1891  ;  Edna  Emma,  October 

3,  1892;  Iva  May,  June  3,  1895;  a"d  Ruth 
Estelle,  born  February  3,  1905.  Ethel  N.  mar- 
ried Frank  Boslev,  of  Garrettsville,  Ohio,  May 


20,  1 89 1,  at  Nelson,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Cedric  Donald,  born  April  13,  1893.  Lee 
\V.  married  Jessie  Robinson,  of  Garrettsville, 
March  21,  1903,  at  Ravenna,  and  their  children 
are:  Dorothy  Harriet,  born  August  16,  1904, 
and  June,  born  June  18,  1907.  Nellie  Jane 
married  at  Hiram  W.  E.  Van  Voorhis,  of 
Hiram,  April  26,  1905. 

Mr.  Nichols  married  for  his  second  wife 
December  9,  1891,  Olive  V.  Stough,  of  Elyria, 
Ohio,  in  Elyria ;  they  have  no  children.  Her 
father  was  a  stonemason  of  Elyria. 

Albert  G.  Shewell. — Distinguished  as  one 
of  the  oldest  native-born  residents  of  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  Albert  G.  Shewell  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  development  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
section,  more  especially  of  Edinburg,  during 
his  active  career,  by  persevering  industry  and 
commendable  thrift  having  improved  a  valu- 
able farm.  He  is  descended  from  an  early 
pioneer  family,  and  was  born  August  22,  1831, 
a  son  of  William  Shewell.  His  grandparents, 
Henry  and  Mercy  (Hazen)  Shewell,  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  spent  the  first  years  of  their 
married  life  in  Pennsylvania,  from  there  mak- 
ing their  way  through  the  almost  pathless 
woods  to  Portage  county  with  ox  teams.  Tak- 
ing up  125  acres  of  wild  land  in  Deerfield,  they 
improved  a  homestead,  and  there  resided  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  grandfather, 
who  became  blind,  was  a  Methodist  minister, 
and  for  many  years  after  coming  here  was 
engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel,  having  a  wide 
circuit  to  cover. 

William  Shewell  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  coming  here  with  the  family  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  and  improving  a  good 
farm,  the  labor  involved  being  almost  hercu- 
lean in  its  proportions.  After  his  marriage 
with  Lydia  Baldwin,  who  was  born,  bred  and 
educated  in  Atwater,  Portage  county,  he  car- 
ried on  farming  for  himself,  his  efforts  being 
rewarded  with- good  results. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  Albert  G. 
Shewell  obtained  his  education  mostly  in  the 
schools  of  Rootstown,  while  under  his  father's 
instructions  he  was  well  trained  in  agricultural 
labors.  After  his  marriage  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  mechanical  pursuits,  and  for  ten 
years  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  Buying 
then  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Edinburg  town- 
ship, he  immediately  began  its  improvement. 
He  succeeded  well,  invested  his  money  in  other 
lands,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  172  acres  of 
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valuable  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  now  practically  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  having  relinquished  the 
management  of  his  property  to  his  son,  Judd 
B.  Shewell.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  since  its  formation,  and  has 
served  his  fellow-townsmen  in  different  ca- 
pacities, for  two  years  having  been  assessor, 
and  for  a  number  of  terms  being  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education. 

Mr.  Shewell  married  Mary  E.  Chapman, 
who  was  born  January  6,  1832,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  E.  (Ingraham)  Chapman. 
She  died  August  28,  1904,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Franchettie,  a  contractor  and 
builder  of  Sebring,  Ohio ;  Ida ;  Judd  B.  and 
Ulysses  G.,  farmers.  All  are  married,  and  liv- 
ing in  this  vicinity. 

Judd  B.  Shewell,  who  has  charge  of  the 
parental  homestead,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  has  spent  his  life  as  an  agri- 
culturist, being  now  one  of  the  foremost  farm- 
ers of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  On 
June  21,  1884,  he  married  Estell  M.  Stephen- 
son, and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Clifton  G,  Florence  D.,  Pearl  M.. 
Mercy  C,  and  Lucinda  M.  Politically  Mr. 
Shewell,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
honored  father,  is  a  steadfast  Republican,  and 
has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Judson  G.  Starr. — In  the  office  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Lorain  county  infirmary  Mr. 
Starr  is  giving  a  most  able  and  acceptable  ad- 
ministration,— marked  by  due  conservatism 
and  economy  and  also  by  an  earnest  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  the  unfortunate  wards  of  the 
county. 

Judson  George  Starr  is  a  native  son  of 
Lorain  county,  as  he  was  born  in  Penfield 
township,  on  October  30,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Ellen  (Jones)  Starr,  both  of  whom 
were  likewise  born  in  Penfield  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  being  members  of  honored  pioneer 
families  of  this  section  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. The  original  America  progenitor  of 
the  Starr  family  was  Dr.  Comfort  Starr,  who 
came  from  Ashford  county.  England,  in  1640, 
settling  first  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and 
later  in  Boston.  He  was  an  able  physician  and 
surgeon,  according  to  the  standard  of  his  day, 
and  followed  the  work  of  his  profession  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1660.  Of  his 
eight  children  the  one  through  whom  the  direct 
line  of  descent  is  traced  to  the  subject  of  this 


review  was  Dr.  Thomas  Starr,  who  was  born 
in  England  and  who  accompanied  his  father 
to  America.  He  also  was  a  skillful  physician 
and  surgeon  and  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the 
early  Indian  wars.  He  died  in  1658,  leaving 
eight  children,  of  whom  Josiah,  ancestor  of 
Judson  G.  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  1657. 
Josiah  Starr  moved  from  Massachusetts  to 
Long  Island  and  later  took  up  his  residence  in 
Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  17 16.  His  son 
John,  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  was 
born  in  1684  and  died  in  1739,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  youngest  was  Eleazer,  who 
became  a  captain  in  the  Continental  forces  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  who  was  killed 
when  the  British  captured  Danbury,  Connecti- 
cut. His  son  Eleazer,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1758, 
and  became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Lorain 
county,  Ohio.  He  likewise  was  a  patriot  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  after 
the  close  of  the  same  he  moved  from  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  to  Harpersfield,  New  York, 
whence  he  eventually  removed  to  the  Western 
Reserve  of  Ohio  and  settled  in  Penfield  town- 
ship,' Lorain  county,  where  he  secured  a  tract 
of  wild  land  and  reclaimed  much  of  the  same 
to  cultivation  prior  to  his  death,  which  here  oc- 
curred on  December  8,  1845.  He  was  sur- 
vived by  eight  children,  namely :  Raymond, 
Talcott,  Polly  (married  Daniel  Lindsley), 
William,  Hannah,  Elizabeth  (married  Rev. 
Roswell  Kelly) ,  and  Orrin  and  Aurinda,  twins, 
(latter  married  Lathrop  Penfield).  Of  these 
children  William  figures  as  the  grandfather  of 
him  whose  name  initiates  this  article.  George 
Starr,  father  of  Judson  G,  died  in  1878,  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years,  and  his  wife  died 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years.  George 
Starr  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio,  and 
after  his  graduation  in  Berea  College,  at  Berea, 
this  state,  he  was  a  successful  teacher  in  the 
common  schools  for  several  years,  after  which 
he  again  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life  on  his  well  im- 
proved farm  in  Penfield  township,  Lorain 
county.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political 
proclivities  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Of  their  three  children  Judson  G.  is 
the  eldest ;  Florence  Esther  is  art  instructor  in 
the  Dakota  Wesleyan  College,  Mitchell,  South 
Dakota ;  and  Wilbur  T.  is  engaged  in  farming 
at  Penfield. 

Tudson  G.  Starr  was  reared  to  maturity  on 
the  home  farm  and  was  afforded  the  advan- 
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tages  of  the  public  schools  of  the  village  of 
Wellington.  After  leaving  school  he  continued 
to  be  associated  in  the  work  and  management 
of  the  homestead  farm  for  eleven  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  in  1886,  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Elyria.  where  for  the  ensuing  decade 
he  held  the  position  of  foreman  for  the  Worth- 
ington  Manufacturing  Company.  In  August, 
1896.  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Lorain  county  infirmary  and  farm,  assuming 
the  duties  of  this  office  in  the  following  March, 
and  he  has  since  continued  to  hold  the  po- 
sition, which  fact  offers  the  most  effective 
voucher  for  his  able  and  acceptable  adminis- 
tration. In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican, and  his  religious  views  are  in  harmony 
with  the  tenets  of  the  Methodist  church,  of 
which  he  and  his  wife  are  members. 

On  August  12,  1885,  Mr.  Starr  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sadie  Isabella  Watts,  who 
was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  April  2, 
1867,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Edmund  J.  and 
Thirza  (Pike)  Watts,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  England,  whence  they  came  to  the  United 
States  when  young:  their  marriage  was  sol- 
emnized in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Watts  served  as  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Union 
during  three  years  of  the  Civil  war,  having  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  the  Twenty-third  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry.  While  he  was  in 
the  army  his  parents  removed  from  the  state 
of  New  York  to  Greenwich,  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  and  after  the  close  of  his  military  career 
he  likewise  came  to  Ohio.  In  1866  he  settled 
in  the  city  of  Medina,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  harness  business  for  four  years.  At  that 
time  they  moved  to  Wellington,  Lorain  county, 
Unio,  at  which  place  and  vicinity  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died  December 
28,  1905.  Mrs.  Starr  completed  the  curriculum 
of  the  public  schools,  having  been  graduated 
in  the  Wellington  high  school  June  20,  1884, 
and  having  thereafter  been  a  successful  and 
popular  teacher  in  the  district  schools  of  Lo- 
rain county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  have  three 
children,  namely :  Lila  Ellen,  Waldo  Edmund 
and  Florence  Gertrude.  Lila,  aged  twenty-one, 
is  a  student  at  Baldwin  University,  Berea, 
Ohio.  Waldo,  aged  nineteen,  is  assistant  fore- 
man of  the  Garden  Isle  celery  and  onion  farm 
at  Lodi.  Ohio.  Florence,  aged  eight,  is  at 
home  with  her  parents. 

Thomas  Corwin  Wood.  —  Conspicuous 
among  the  best  known  and  more  prominent 


citizens  of  Bellevue  is  Thomas  Corwin  Wood, 
an  extensive  landholder,  and  an  able  business 
man,  who  is  widely  known  throughout  this 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve  for  his  many 
interests  of  importance  and  value.  A  son  of 
Bourdette  Wood,  he  was  born,  April  27,  1842, 
in  Groton  township,  Erie  county,  of  pioneer 
ancestry. 

Jasper  Wood,  his  grandfather,  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Onondaga  county.  New 
York,  and  there  married  Elizabeth  Boylston, 
the  descendant  of  a  substantial  New  England 
family.  He  was  well  educated,  being  fitted 
for  a  civil  engineer.  Migrating  to  Ohio  in 
1818,  he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Groton  township,  Erie  county,  locating  near 
Bloomingville.  He  found  his  way  to  these 
wilds  by  following  a  path  marked  much  of  the 
way  by  blazed  trees,  settling  here  when  the 
country  was  in  its  primeval  condition,  bears, 
deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  beasts  being  plenti- 
ful. He  bought  1,000  acres  of  land,  making 
but  a  partial  payment  of  the  tract.  Before  ac- 
quiring title  to  his  land,  in  about  three  years 
after  his  arrival,  he  died,  a  victim  of  milk  fever, 
leaving  his  widow  with  several  children  to 
care  for.  Being  unable  to  meet  the  payments 
on  the  land,  the  entire  sum  invested  was  lost, 
and  the  widow  and  children  had  to  battle  for  a 
living.  She  was  a  woman  of  heroic  courage, 
and  reared  her  two  sons  and  three  daughters  to 
men  and  women  of  worth,  training  them  to 
habits  of  industry  and  thrift. 

Bourdette  Wood,  a  native  of  Onondaga 
county,  New  York,  was  a  boy  of  thirteen  years 
when  his  father  died,  and  he  proved  himself 
of  great  assistance  in  helping  his  mother  to 
maintain  the  family.  He  worked  hard,  saved 
his  money,  and  in  due  course  of  time  was  en- 
abled to  buy  a  tract  of  land  in  Groton  town- 
ship, where  he  began  his  career  as  an  inde- 
pendent farmer.  Coming  to  Bellevue,  Huron 
county,  in  1844.  he  embarked  in  the  real  estate 
and  loan  business,  and  in  his  operations  was 
unusually  successful.  He  made  wise  invest- 
ments in  real  estate,  at  one  time  owning  over 
2,000  acres  of  land  in  Groton  township  alone 
and  continued  in  active  pursuits  until  within 
a  short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

Bourdette  Wood  married  Rhoda  Harring- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Huldah  (Smith)  Har- 
rington. Seth  Harrington  was  one  of  the  very 
early  settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve.    In  1810 
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he  removed  from  Ashtabula  county  to  what  is 
now  Erie  county,  buying  land  on  Pipe  creek, 
about  one  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of 
Blooming.ville,  where  there  was  a  log  fort  in 
which  the  pioneer  settlers  took  refuge  from 
the  frequent  attacks  made  upon  them  by  the 
Indians.  There  were  then  neither  railways  nor 
canals,  the  only  markets  being  the  lake  towns. 
100  miles  or  more  distant.  Building  a  log 
house  on  his  land.  Air.  Harrington  cleared  a 
good  homestead,  and  there  lived  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  faithful  wife 
and  companion  survived  him,  living  to  the  re- 
markable age  of  ninety-eight  years.  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Bourdette  Wood  reared  ten  children, 
namely:  Jasper,  Emeline,  Richard,  Henry, 
Elizabeth,  Benjamin,  Sophia,  Thomas  Corwin, 
Susan  and  Julia. 

Having  completed  the  course  of  study  in  the 
public  schools  of  Bellevue,  Thomas  C.  Wood 
was  given  the  use  of  the  homestead  farm  by 
his  father,  and  there  commenced  the  battle  of 
life  even  with  the  world.  As  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
he  made  his  first  money,  and  later  enlarged  his 
operations,  becoming  a  dealer  in  cattle,  sheep 
and  horses,  for  a  number  of  years  carrying  on 
an  extensive  and  profitable  business  in  that  line. 
He  gave  it  up  in  1885,  and  the  following  two 
years  was  engaged  in  the  grain  and  milling 
business,  but  since  that  time  has  devoted  him- 
self entirely  to  the  care  of  his  private  interests, 
which  are  extensive.  Mr.  Wood  owns  several 
iarms  in  Groton  and  Lyme  townships,  and  has 
valuable  real  estate  holdings  in  the  city  of 
Bellevue,  his  property  being  large,  and  de- 
manding his  whole  time  and  attention. 

On  March  17,  1864,  Mr.  Wood  was  married 
to  Fannie  L.  Hartz,  the  only  child  of  Dr.  John 
J.  and  Mary  Cordelia  Hartz.  Dr.  Hartz  was 
born  at  Versailles,  France,  and  in  his  youthful 
days  received  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages. He  was  subsequently  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  Heidelberg  Uni- 
versity, in  Germany.  On  coming  to  America 
he  traveled  extensively  through  the  south  and 
was  a  resident  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
for  a  time,  then  located  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  practiced  medicine  for  several  years,  migrat- 
ing from  there  to  Portage  county,  Ohio.  He 
spent  a  short  time  there,  then  moved  to  Upper 
Sandusky.  At  these  places  he  had  a  very  ex- 
tensive practice.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal 
culture,  outside  of  medicine.  In  1852  he  came 
to  Bellevue,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  was  here 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, until  his  death  in   1865. 


Dr.  Hartz  married  in  Philadelphia,  Man- 
Cordelia  Duler,  who  was  born  in  that  city,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Duler,  a  native  of  Bayonne, 
France,  and  a  noted  linguist  who  taught  the 
languages  in  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Hartz  was  a  lady  of  much 
attractiveness  and  superior  mental  qualities. 
She  passed  away  in  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  a  pleasant  home 
in  Bellevue,  West  Main  street,  where  they 
spend  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  remain- 
der of  the  time  being  devoted  to  travel.  They 
are  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  com- 
munity and  are  worthy  members  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church. 

Frank  H.  Hawley. — Three  generations  of 
the  Hawley  family  have  been  identified  with 
the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company  of  Le- 
roy,  Medina  county — A.  G.  Hawley,  grand- 
father of  Frank  H.,  who  served  as  its  secre- 
tary from  1858  to  1866;  Amos  H.,  who  held 
the  same  position  from  1866  until  his  death  in 
1890,  and  Frank  H.  Hawley,  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  company  for  a  number  of 
years,  since  1909  as  its  treasurer.  These  rep- 
resentatives of  the  family,  who  have  done  so 
much  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  agri- 
cultural community  in  this  part  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  were  all  born  in  Ohio.  The  great- 
grandfather, Dr.  Gideon  Hawley,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  migrated  to  Madison  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  early  portion  of  the  past  century. 
He  became  the  father  of  A.  G._,  Micah  and 
Mary  Hawley,  of  whom  the  only  survivor  is 
Micah,  who  resides  in  Canada.  The  first  named 
was  born  in  Madison  county.  Ohio,  on  August 
18,  1814;  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Brown,  a 
native  of  Haverhill,  New  Hampshire,  and  in 
1849  moved  to  Seville,  Medina  county.  There 
he  remained  until  1857,  then  located  at  West- 
field  and  the  following  year  became  secretary 
of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company, 
serving  thus  until  the  fall  of  1866.  His  son 
Amos  H..  who  succeeded  his  father  to  the  sec- 
retaryship of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance 
Company,  was  born  in  Worthington,  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  on  December  14,  1840;  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Seville  public  schools  and  at  Duff's 
Commercial  College,  Pittsburg,  and,  as  stated, 
became  identified  with  the  Ohio  Farmers'  In- 
surance Company  in  the  fall  of  1866.  He  died 
at  his  home  in  Leroy,  Ohio,  in  September. 
1890.  his  obsequies  being  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Methodist  church  and  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  with  both  of  which   he  had 
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been  actively  identified  for  many  years.  As  a 
Mason,  he  had  been  advanced  to  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  being  a  member  of  the  follow- 
ing: Harrisville  Lodge  No.  137,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M. ;  Medina  Chapter,  Commandery  of  Massil- 
lon,  of  Ehadah ;  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection 
of  Bahurim  Council  of  the  Princes  of  Jeru- 
salem ;  Ariel  Chapter  of  the  Rose  Croix  at 
Cleveland,  and  the  Orient  Chapter  of  Ohio,  of 
Cincinnati. 

On  October  16,  1867,  Amos  H.  Hawley  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  E.  Phillips,  who  was  bom  in 
Medina  county,  February  13,  1848,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Ellery  and  Ellen  (Doty)  Phillips, 
both  natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  A.  H.  Haw- 
ley died  in  IQ08,  mother  of  the  following: 
Frank  H.,  of  this  sketch ;  Emma  N.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1870,  who  became  the  wife  of  R.  T. 
1  urner  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan ;  and  Robert  A.,  born  August  16,  1877, 
who  lives  in  Cleveland  and  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business. 

Frank  H.  Hawley  was  born  May  24,  1869, 
and  after  passing  through  the  public  and  high 
schools  at  Leroy  attended  Brooks  Military 
Academy  at  Cleveland,  finishing  his  studies  at 
Williams  College,  Massachusetts.  Upon  his 
return  home  he  assumed  a  clerical  position 
with  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company 
and  in  1909  was  elected  its  treasurer.  He  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  corporation  and  also 
a  trustee  of  Baldwin  University,  at  Berea, 
Ohio.  In  June,  1897,  Mr.  Hawley  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Grace  Corner,  of  Malta,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  George  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Gillis- 
pie)  Corner.  Their  two  living  children  are 
Robert  Blake  and  Marjorie  A.  Hawley ;  one 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mr.  Hawley  is 
domestic  and  sociable,  but  has  not  extended  his 
fraternal  relations  beyond  the  order  of  Mason- 
ry, being  a  member  of  Seville  Lodge  No.  3 
and  Medina  Chapter.  He  owns  a  fine  resi- 
dence in  Leroy  and  both  himself  and  wife  are 
highly  esteemed  for  their  good  qualities  and 
justly  popular  for  their  attractive  ones. 

George  Schibley,  a  prosperous  dairy  and 
stock  farmer  of  Amherst  township,  Lorain 
■county,  was  born  ,n  Huron,  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
Julv  26,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Michael  and 
Catherine  (Brandau)  Schibley,  the  former 
born  in  Wurtemberg  and  the  latter  in  Hesse- 
Castle.  Germany.  Michael  Schibley  came  to 
the  United  States  in  185 1,  and  located  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  worked  on  a  farm  one  year, 
and   then   settled   in    Amherst   township.      He 


worked  two  years  in  the  first  stone  quarry  and 
then  removed  to  Huron,  Erie  county,  where  he 
married  and  resided  a  few  years,  when  his 
house  burned.  He  then  located  in  Amherst, 
and  soon  after  went  on  to  a  farm,  which  he 
rented  six  years  and  then  purchased.  Within 
a  few  weeks  of  his  purchase  he  sold  the  farm 
at  a  good  profit,  and  then  resided  for  a  few 
months  in  the  village  of  Amherst,  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  the  southeast  part  of  Amherst 
township,  in  1865,  and  there  successfully  car- 
ried on  farming  until  1898,  when  he  disposed 
of  it  and  removed  to  Amherst,  where  he  lived 
retired  until  his  death,  June  15,  1907.  His 
widow  now  resides  with  her  son,  William  H., 
of  Amherst. 

George  Schibley  lived  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then  went 
to  Cleveland,  where  he  worked  a  year  driving 
street  cars,  spent  two  years  as  coachman,  and 
returning,  to  Amherst,  rented  a  farm  one  year 
and  conducted  a  milk  route.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  sixty-one  acres,  about  one 
mile  southeast  of  Amherst,  upon  which  he  has 
lived  since  1886.  He  erected  a  handsome  frame 
house  and  a  good  stock  barn,  and  has  made 
many  improvements.  He  has  always  carried 
on  general  farming,  and  from  1891  until  1902 
conducted  a  milk  route  in  Amherst.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  dairy  cows  and  Chester  white 
hogs. 

Though  he  received  but  a  common  school 
education,  Mr.  Schibley  has  become  a  well- 
read  man,  keeps  himself  informed  on  the  gen- 
eral topics  of  the  day,  and  in  his  political  views 
he  is  independent,  following  the  dictates  of  his 
own  judgment  rather  than  the  advice  of  a 
party.  For  many  years  he  has  served  as  trus- 
tee and  steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  since  1901  has  been  treasurer. 

Mr.  Schibley  married  April  20.  1882,  Anna 
Mary  Johnson,  born  in  Christiania,  Norway, 
daughter  of  Martin  Johnson,  who  still  lives  in 
Christiania ;  she  came  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
the  spring  of  1880.  to  the  home  of  a  sister, 
where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  Mr.  Schib- 
lev  and  his  wife  have  five  children,  namely: 
Amelia,  wife  of  Yerner  Zilch,  of  Amherst 
township,  and  they  have  two  children.  Nelson 
W.  and  Dorothy :  John  A.,  who  married  Edna 
P.  Smith  and  resides  in  Amherst ;  and  Anna 
Martha,  Edward  C.  and  Frank,  living  at  home. 

Eugene  Sites,  one  of  the  best  known  poul- 
try fanciers  in  this  section  of  the  country,  was 
born  at  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Xovem- 
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ber  28,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Nolan)  Sites,  both  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  former  born  in  Harrisburg  and  the 
latter  at  Hollidaysburg.  David  Sites'  grand- 
parents were  natives  of  Germany.  He  came 
to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  about  1838-40,  and 
drove  a  team,  hauling  potash  from  Sandusky 
to  Columbus,  when  the  old  Mad  River  Rail- 
road was  the  only  road  (this  is  now  a  part  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railway  System)  ;  at  this 
time  wild  animals  and  Indians  were  plentiful. 
He  was  married  in  Seneca  county ;  his  wife 
was  a  sister  of  the  noted  Dr.  Nolan,  who  had 
charge  of  the  State  Hospital  for  Insane  at 
Toledo,  Ohio.  The  Sites  family  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  locating  first  in  Dover,  Cuy- 
ahoga county,  and  resided  there  until  1888, 
when  they  removed  to  Geneva,  Ohio,  where 
Mr.  Sites  died  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  His  wife  died  in  1884,  at  Dover,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years. 

The  early  days  of  Eugene  Sites  were  spent 
on  a  farm.  He  received  a  high  school  edu- 
cation. In  his  youth  he  took  great  interest  in 
good  stock,  especially  poultry,  and  as  a  child 
took  up  fancy  poultry,  which  is  still  of  great 
interest  to  him.  He  has  handled  fine  poultry 
stock  of  all  varieties,  and  for  the  past  twelve 
years  has  often  been  employed  as  official 
judge,  his  field  ranging  from  New  Orleans 
to  Toronto.  He  has  officiated  five  times  in 
Madison  Square,  New  York,  and  also  in  1886 
at  the  Garden  Theater.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  International  Jury  of  Awards  at  the  St. 
Louis  Exposition  for  judging  poultry,  and  for 
his  services  received  a  gold  medal.  He  has 
been  judge  at  Buffalo,  Cleveland  and  many 
other  cities,  of  live  stock  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
acted  in  fifty  large  cities,  about  twenty  places 
a  year,  east  and  west,  and  has  the  Old  Mexico 
Agency  for  handling  poultry.  He  received  a 
loving  cup  from  the  Cleveland  Fanciers'  Club, 
in  1906,  on  his  Plymouth  Rock  chickens.  He 
has  won  over  8,000  prizes  at  shows  for 
chickens  and  dogs.  He  breeds  collies  of  the 
highest  type,  and  also  makes  a  specialty  of 
Angora  cats.  In  January.  1909,  he  exhibited 
poultry  at  the  Madison  Square  show  in  New 
York,  and  out  of  twenty-two  entries  won 
twenty  regular  prizes,  fourteen  of  which  were 
firsts,  three  seconds,  two  thirds  and  one  fourth 
prize.  The  books  of  this  show  will  indicate 
that  he  has  won  more  cash  prize  money  than 
any  other  exhibitor.  He  is  now  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Cleveland  Fanciers'  Club 
Company. 
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Mr.  Sites  came  to  Lorain  county  in  the 
spring  of  1888,  and  to  his  present  farm  in  1896. 
He  has  150  acres  on  Murray  Ridge,  known  as 
"Murray  Hill  Farm,"  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  county,  southwest  from 
Elyria.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Carlisle 
Grange,  and  has  been  for  twenty-three  years 
a  Blue  Lodge  Mason. 

Mr.  Sites  married  Frankie  A.,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  Gilson,  a  pioneer  of  Sheffield  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Bessie  and  Jessie. 

Ai.oxzo  Graxt  Baldwin.  —  Prominent 
among  the  agriculturists  and  business  men  of 
Rootstown  township  and  its  vicinity  stands 
Alonzo  G.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  here  in  Por- 
tage county  June  4,  1853,  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Amanda  M.  (Snyder)  Baldwin,  both  from 
Ohio,  the  father  born  in  Atwater  township. 
Portage  county,  and  the  mother  in  Boardman 
township,  Mahoning  county.  The  grand- 
parents on  ttie  paternal  side  were  Moses  and 
Nancy  (Burns)  Baldwin,  from  Wallingford, 
Connecticut,  while  the  maternal  grandparents. 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Russell)  Snyder,  were  of 
German  parentage.  Moses  Baldwin,  in  1804. 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  drove  through 
with  an  ox  team  from  Connecticut  to  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  and  settled  south  of  Atwater 
township  on  a  timbered  farm.  He  built  one  of 
the  first  frame  residences  in  that  township, 
which  is  yet  standing,  and  in  his  later  life  he 
lived  among  his  children  until  his  death  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His  son  Richard 
lived  on  this  home  place  until  1871,  when  he 
sold  the  land  and  bought  a  farm  just  north  of 
Atwater  station,  where  his  death  occurred  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1902,  his  wife  having  died 
in  181J7.  Their  four  children  are:  Alonzo  G. ; 
Eliza  Jane,  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Shilliday,  of 
Edinburg  township;  John  M.,  in  Rootstown 
township ;  and  Richard  F.,  whose  home  is  in 
Atwater  township. 

Alonzo  G.  Baldwin  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  went  to  Bourbon  in  Marshall  county,  but 
after  six  months  returned  to  his  former  home, 
and  thereafter  lived  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage.  During  the  year  and  a  half  follow- 
ing that  event  he  lived  on  a  farm  belonging  to 
his  father  in  Atwater  township,  and  his  father 
then  giving  him  forty-seven  and  three-fourths 
acres  in  Rootstown  township  he  moved  there- 
to and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm  and  in  general  agricultural 
pursuits.     Since  1002  he  has  been  a  fertilizer 
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agent.  He  married  on  the  1st  of  May,  1879, 
Cora  May  McGowen,  who  was  born  at  North 
Benton,  Mahoning  county,  a  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Harriet  (Mowen)  McGowen,  also 
from  that  county.  Their  children  are  :  Arthur 
M.,  of  Ravenna ;  Edith  May,  the  wife  of  W.  F. 
Loomis,  of  Randolph  township ;  Bessie  Elva, 
the  wife  of  W.  L.  Porterfield,  of  Ravenna; 
William  F.,  also  in  Ravenna;  and  Edward  A. 
and  Lawrence  F.,  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Baldwin  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  has  served  his  township  as  a  member 
of  its  school  board. 

L.  D.  Dayton,  who  is  a  leading  man  of  busi- 
ness and  public  affairs  at  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  is  now  general  manager  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Coal  Company,  of  that  place.  The 
company,  which  was  promoted  by  him,  incor- 
porated in  1909  and  capitalized  at  $10,000,  does 
not  clearly  indicate  by  its  title  the  breadth  of 
its  business,  for,  besides  dealing  in  fuel,  it  fur- 
nishes builders'  supplies  of  all  kinds  and  buys 
and  sells  farm  produce.  It  has  erected  a  ware- 
house and  other  buildings  suitable  for  its  pur- 
poses at  the  corner  of  Liberty  street  and  the 
New  York.  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railroad,  and 
is  the  first  company  of  its  kind  ever  organized 
in  Painesville.  Its  officers  are :  L.  D.  Dayton, 
president  and  manager;  E.  C.  Witzman,  vice- 
president  ;  J.  A.  Bechtol,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer:  directors,  besides  the  foregoing,  R.  E. 
Gregory  and  C.  A.  Jepson. 

Mr.  Dayton,  the  head  of  this  enterprise, 
which  already  is  flourishing,  is  of  a  family 
which  has  long  taken  a  part  in  making  the  his- 
tory of  the  Western  Reserve.  His  grandfather, 
Daniel  Dayton,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
who  in  the  twenties  of  the  nineteenth  century 
settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cuyahoga  river 
in  Burton  township,  where  he  cleared  a  space 
in  the  forest  and  made  a  home  for  his  large 
family  and  himself.  Reuben  P.  Dayton,  his 
son.  was  reared  on  the  old  farm,  married  and 
raised  a  family  of  eleven  children  himself,  of 
whom  L.  D.  was  the  youngest.  He  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  i860,  received  his  lit- 
erary training  at  Geauga  Seminary,  after  hav- 
ing passed  through  the  public  school  course, 
and  completed  his  education  by  mastering,  a 
business  course.  Mr.  Dayton  came  to  Paines- 
ville in  1902,  first  superintending  the  operation 
of  the  large  steam  plant  of  the  Coe  Manufac- 
turing Company  for  some  two  years.  In  1904 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  board  of 
education   on   an    independent   ticket,   but   re- 


signed in  the  spring  of  1905  to  accept  the  po- 
sition of  superintendent  of  public  school  build- 
ings. After  satisfactorily  filling  that  office  four 
years  he  resigned  in  order  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  development  of  the  business 
represented  by  the  Independent  Coal  Company. 

Michael  Stuart. — It  may  be  said  without 
fear  of  contradiction  that  the  patent  of  no- 
bility which  rested  its  honors  and  distinction  in 
the  person  of  Michael  Stuart  came  from  the 
highest  authority,  since  it  was  based  upon  fine 
character  and  marked  ability.  His  life  was 
marked  by  valuable  and  generous  accomplish- 
ment in  the  legal  profession  and  his  measure  of 
success  was  large,  but  greater  than  this  were 
the  intrinsic  loyalty  to  principle,  the  deep  hu- 
man sympathy  and  the  broad  intellectuality 
which  designated  the  man  as  he  was.  He  was 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  well  merit- 
ing the  title  of  self-made  man,  and  his  char- 
acter, moulded  in  the  school  of  adversity  and 
in  earlier  years  touched  by  the  lash  of  neces- 
sity, was  strong,  dominating  and  marked  by 
pronounced  individuality.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  could  "stand  alone  amidst  nature, 
imperturbed,"  and  while  his  very  idiosyncrasies 
threw  his  individuality  into  strong  relief  and  in 
a  way  held  him  aloof  from  more  intimate  asso- 
ciations, none  who  came  within  the  sphere  of 
his  influence  could  doubt  his  sterling,  integrity 
of  purpose  or  fail  to  accord  admiration  for  his 
great  ability.  He  devoted  half  a  century  to  the 
work  of  his  chosen  profession,  in  which  his 
learning  was  specially  profound  and  compre- 
hensive, and  at  tne  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Ravenna,  on  January 
20,  1899,  he  was  not  only  the  dean  of  the  bar 
of  Portage  county  but  was  also  recognized  as 
its  ablest  member  from  a  purely  professional 
standpoint.  He  was  one  who  realized  that  the 
want  of  things  is  the  axis  of  progress  and  in 
his  career  he  gave  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the 
necessities  of  existence  are  what  produce  men 
worthy  of  the  name. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  born  near  the  city  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  on  August  15,  1827,  and  was 
the  oldest  child  of  Michael  and  Mary  (  Viets) 
Stuart,  both  representatives  of  families 
founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial  epoch 
of  our  national  history.  The  father  held  the 
office  of  general  in  the  war  of  1812.  and  was  a 
man  of  strong  personality  and  sterling  integ- 
rity. He  came  with  his  family  to  Ohio  in  1828, 
when  his  son  Michael  of  this  memoir  was  one 
year  old,  and  settled  near  the  present  village 
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of  Streetsboro,  in  Streetsbroro  township,  Por- 
tage county,  where  be  secured  a  tract  of  wild 
land  and  instituted  the  reclaimation  of  a  farm. 
The  old  homestead  is  now  owned  by  bis  son 
Charles,  and  the  otber  two  surviving  children 
are  Mrs.  Charles  Kilbourn,  of  Hudson,  Ohio, 
and  Mrs.  Jane  Snyder,  a  resident  of  the  state 
of  Kansas.  On  the  old  homestead  the  parents 
continued  to  reside  until  tliey  were  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal.  The  father  died  July  17. 
1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the 
mother  on  October  23,  1888,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Michael  Stuart,  to  whom  this  memoir  is  ded- 
icated, was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  early 
began  to  assist  in  its  arduous  work,  while  his 
preliminary  educational  training  was  secured 
bv  somewhat  irregular  attendance  in  the  pio- 
neer schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  Western 
Reserve  College,  in  Hudson,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  academic  studies  in  this  institution 
he  went  to  Akron,  where  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  the  late  Judge  Rufus  P.  Spaulding 
and  began  the  work  of  preparing  himself  for 
the  profession  in  which  he  was  destined  to  at- 
tain much  of  distinction.  There  is  eminent  pro- 
priety in  perpetuating  in  this  history  the  fol- 
lowing appreciative  extract  from  a  memorial 
tribute  prepared  by  Air.  Stuart  and  touching 
the  life  of  his  honored  preceptor:  "I  trust  you 
will  pardon  me  the  apparent  egotism  of  this 
remark  when  I  state  I  was  a  poor  boy,  without 
means,  influence  or  wealthy  friends,  and  he 
took  me  into  his  office  and  gave  me  my  tuition  ; 
he  took  me  into  his  family  and  gave  me  sup- 
port ;  he  appointed  the  committee  who  ex- 
amined me  for  admission  to  the  bar.  In  his 
presence,  as  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  I 
stood  with  uplifted  hand  while  he  administered 
to  me  the  oath  of  office  that  made  me  a  lawyer. 
»  m  his  motion  I  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  district  court ;  on  his  motion  I  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  United  States  circuit  court,  and 
on  his  motion  I  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  supreme  court  at  Washington,  thus 
literally  making  me  a  lawyer  at  every  step, 
and  from  the  day  of  my  admission  to  the 
day  of  his  death  he  was  to  me  in  ever}-  sense 
a  fosterfather,  giving  me  advice  and  assist- 
ance with  the  same  generosity  and  earnest- 
ness that  he  did  his  own  children."  Apropos- 
of  the  above  statements  it  can  not  be  doubted 
that  it  was  largely  due  to  his  appreciation 
of  the  kindly  aid  of  his  honored  precep- 
tor,   Judge    Spaulding.    that    prompted     Mr. 


Stuart  himself  to  extend  his  assistance  with 
all  of  generosity  to  young  and  struggling  law- 
yers after  he  himself  had  attained  to  eminence 
at  the  bar.  Thus  did  he  well  repay  the  debt 
owed  to  his  friend  and  patron.  Judge  Spauld- 
ing. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
year  1847,  an<l  thereafter  he  was  engaged  as  a 
teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Kent.  Portage 
county,  about  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  in  1849,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Ravenna  and  established  himself  in  the  active 
work  of  his  profession.  Here  he  continued  in 
practice  for  a  full  half  century,  and  he  rested 
from  his  labors  only  when  there  came  to  him 
the  inexorable  summons  of  death.  For  more 
than  thirty-years  he  was  retained  as  local  coun- 
sel for  the  Erie  Railway  Company  and  its  pre- 
decessors, and  for  the  same  he  won  manv  im- 
portant victories,  being  known  as  one  of  the 
able  corporation  lawyers  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 
At  this  juncture  recourse  is  had  to  words  of 
appreciation  appearing  in  the  Ravenna  Repub- 
lican at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Stuart,. 
and  in  the  statements  only  slight  paraphrase 
is  made :  "For  many  years  he  was  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Ohio 
State  Bar  Association,  and  several  papers  read 
by  him  were  received  with  much  favorable 
comment.  Politically  Mr.  Stuart  was  a  stanch 
Democrat.  He  believed  thoroughly  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party  and  was  an  effective  expo- 
nent of  its  cause.  With  due  recognition  of  his 
superior  ability,  his  name  had  been  prominently 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  nomination 
by  his  party  for  the  office  of  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state,  as  well  as  for  appoint- 
ment to  a  federal  judgeship.  As  an  attorney 
at  the  bar  of  Portage  county  Mr.  Stuart  was 
regarded  as  by  far  the  ablest  member,  and  his 
counsels  were  often  sought  by  the  profession. 
Cheerfully  did  he  render  any  assistance  in  his 
power  to  the  younger  members  of  the  bar, 
never  forgetting  his  own  trials  when  first  en- 
deavoring to  obtain  a  foothold,  half  a  century 
ago.  Two  cardinal  principles  were  adopted 
by  Mr.  Stuart  early  in  life. — industry  and 
honesty — and  that  he  always  strictly  adhered 
to  them  none  who  knew  him  will  deny.  These 
principles,  coupled  with  economy,  enabled  him 
to  accumulate  a  good  competency." 

Concerning  Mr.  Stuart  Hon.  Simon  P.  Wol- 
COtt,  one  (if  his  honored  confreres  at  the  bar, 
wrote  the  following  estimate  at  the  time 
of  his  death:  "M.  Stuart  possessed  a  strong 
personality,   and    it    was   peculiarly    his    own. 
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There  were  many  characteristics  of  Mr.  Stuart 
that  will  long  be  remembered  by  his  associates 
at  the  bar  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  and 
there  is  nothing  unpleasant  or  disagreeable  in 
such  memories.  His  peculiarities  were  ever 
present,  generally  amusing,  and  rarely  offen- 
sive. In  a  man  of  less  ability  it  would  have 
been  different.  Mr.  Stuart  was  a  hypocrite  in 
this  sense  only, — that  his  external  character- 
istics tended  to  conceal  a  really  very  kindly 
heart.  He  loved  his  profession.  His  life  was 
exclusively  devoted  to  its  pursuits  and  he  was 
deservedly  successful.  He  never  courted  pop- 
ular applause,  except  that  it  came  through  the 
channels  of  his  chosen  profession.  He  was  ex- 
tremely sensitive  to  any  discredit  of  his  legal 
attainments  and  rejoiced  in  a  like  degree  when 
properly  recognized  and  appreciated.  He  was 
the  oracle  upon  questions  of  law  in  this  county 
before  which  every  member  of  the  bar  wor- 
shiped. None  ever  left  his  presence  from  con- 
sultation without  greater  respect  for  his  ricn 
and  varied  storehouse  of  knowledge,  and  he 
found  no  greater  pleasure  than  in  the  discus- 
sion of  legal  propositions  with  his  brethren  of 
the  bar.  He  possessed  a  marvelous  memory 
and  retained  it  even  unto  death.  I  would  be 
glad  to  pay  a  more  worthy  and  less  hastily 
prepared  tribute  to  my  friend  of  many  years." 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Stuart  special  services 
were  held  by  the  Portage  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, in  the  court  house,  and  resolutions  of 
respect  and  admiration  were  passed  by  the 
body,  besides  which  a  special  memorial  address 
was  read  by  James  H.  Nichols,  chairman  of 
the  meeting.  From  this  address  the  following 
extracts  are  made : 

"On  January  20,  1899,  after  seventy-one 
years  of  arduous,  ceaseless  struggle  in  the 
great  battle  of  life,  Michael  Stuart  surrendered 
to  the  great  conqueror  and  yielded  his  spirit 
to  the  God  who  gave  it.  Coming  upon  the 
stage  of  action  before  free  schools  and  colleges 
had  spread  their  elevating  influence  over  his 
pathway,  he  began  life  in  poverty  and  ob- 
scurity, and  by  that  great  industry  which  char- 
acterized his  every  effort  he  obtained  such  an 
education  as  has  honorably  sustained  him  in 
the  trying  responsibilities  of  every  station  in 
life.  One  factor  of  his  nature  which  did  much 
to  mould  his  character  was  his  great  exclusive- 
ness  and  self-reliance.  With  no  friends  but  his 
strength,  courage  and  energy  he  began  his 
studies  and  pursued  them  with  such  perti- 
nacity that  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  years 
and  nine  months  he  was.  by  the  district  court 


of  Portage  county,  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
licensed  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the 
state.  Two  years  later  Stuart  came  to  Ra- 
venna and  commenced  his  life  labor  at  the 
bar,  and,  without  a  dollar  to  call  his  own  or 
friend  to  encourage  him,  he  worked  on  in 
povertv  and  obscurity,  never  relaxing,  in  his 
purpose  of  becoming  learned  in  the  law  and 
preserving  a  spotless  reputation. 

"During  these  years  of  labor  and  privation 
he  formed  the  habit  of  sobriety  and  economy 
which  followed  him  through  his  laborious  and 
very  successful  life.  After  working  with  but 
little  accomplished,  except  storing  his  mind 
with  legal  knowledge,  for  about  ten  vears, 
there  was  a  change  in  young  Stuart's  pros- 
pects which  started  him  on  the  high  road  to  the 
Honorable  and  great  financial  success  which 
he  was  able  to  and  did  attain. 

"On  April  13,  1858,  he  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Almira  Seeley.  A  lady  of  rare 
personal  worth  and  accomplishments  and  of 
great  natural  ability,  her  influence  at  once  as- 
serted itselt  over  him,  thus  softening  and  ele- 
vating his  somewhat  rugged  nature,  and  en- 
couraged him  more  fully  to  enter  into  the  great 
labor  of  his  profession  and  to  reach  the  point 
of  excellence  which  he  after  attained.  About 
three  years  after  his  marriage  Providence  be- 
stowed another  proof  of  his  favor,  by  the  pres- 
ence of  his  little  daughter,  Emma.  Stuart's 
happiness  was  now  complete,  and  from  that 
time  forth  his  whole  soul  was  brightened  and 
his  laborious  pathway  strewn  with  flowers  by 
the  joyous  presence  of  his  wife  and  daughter, 
and  he  plunged  into  the  most  abstruse  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  and  subjected  them  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  labors  of  his  profession 
with  a  phenomenal  success  enjoyed  by  but  few 
practitioners  at  the  bar.  Such  were  his  legal 
researches  that  he  became  a  veritable  encyclo- 
pedia of  the  law,  and  I  am  of  the  firm  belief 
that  for  knowledge  of  the  general  law  he  never 
had  a  peer  in  northern  Ohio. 

"Providence  has  decreed  that  the  sun  shall 
not  always  shed  its  life-giving  rays  upon  us, 
but  that  the  clouds  of  darkness  and  humilia- 
tion are  constantly  crossing  our  pathway.  So 
it  was  with  our  friend.  On  July  16,  1891,  the 
luminous  body  which  for  thirty-three  years 
had  lighted  his  pathway  was  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  death  taken  away,  and  the  spirit  of 
Almira  Stuart  ascended  to  the  bosom  of  her 
Savior.  The  husband  and  father  was  para- 
lyzed bv  the  blow,  and  to  the  day  of  his  death 
never  fullv  recovered  from  the  shock.     After 
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the  death  of  his  wife  Stuart's  heart  turned 
entirely  to  his  loving;  daughter,  and  every  high 
and  holy  factor  of  his  nature  knelt  at  her 
shrine.  He  placed  her  picture  on  his  desk  be- 
fore him,  so  whenever  his  eyes  were  raised 
from  his  constant  study  they  rested  on  the  only 
object  of  his  earthly  affection,  and  her  praise 
was  his  great  theme  -in  the  presence  of  his 
friends.  Michael  Stuart  believed  in  the  great 
Author  of  the  Universe  and  in  Him  who  said, 
'I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.'  Let  us 
remember  his  many  virtues  and  emulate  his 
many  noble  qualities,  and,  with  the  mantle  of 
charity  covering  his  faults,  profit  by  the  great 
lesson  of  his  life." 

Michael  Stuart  was  a  distinct  character,  a 
strong  man,  a  great  lawyer.  Though  he  lacked 
the  winning  personality  which  makes  for  gen- 
eral popularity,  none  who  knew  him  and  could 
appreciate  the  true  worth  of  the  man  failed  to 
accord  to  him  unqualified  confidence  and  high 
esteem.  His  life  was  guided  by  integrity  and 
lie  never  deviated  from  the  course  of  recti- 
tude and  honor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church  and  served  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  the 
parish  of  Grace  church,  Ravenna,  of  which  his 
wife  was  a  devout  communicant,  as  is  also  his 
daughter,  Miss  Emma,  who  still  maintains  her 
home  in  Ravenna,  a  place  endeared  to  her  by 
the  gracious  and  hallowed  memories  of  the 
past  and  one  in  which  she  is  surrounded  by  a 
wide  circle  of  valued  and  loyal  friends. 

George  Smith. — A  man  of  marked  ability, 
making  the  most  of  every  offered  opportunity, 
George  Smith,  of  Bellevue,  holds  high  rank 
among  the  substantial  business  men  of  Huron 
county,  as  vice-president  of  the  Martin  Gross 
Lumber  Company  being  associated  with  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  the  city.  A  son 
of  David  Smith,  he  was  born  March  9,  1848, 
in  York  township,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio.  He 
is  of  German  descent,  his  grandfather,  George 
Frederick  Smith,  having  been  born  and 
brought  up  in  Wittenberg,  Germany. 

Refusing  to  join  Napoleon's  army  when  he 
invaded  Germany,  George  Frederick  Smith, 
true  to  the  fatherland,  went  to  Switzerland 
and  there  lived  for  a  time.  From  there  he 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Lehigh 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where,  /hiring  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal  through  that  section,  he 
was  employed  to  sharpen  the  tools  and  to  do 
general  blacksmithing.  About  1834,  accom- 
panied by  his   family,   he   came  to   Sandusky 


county,  Ohio,  making  the  journey  with  teams, 
and  bringing  with  him  all  of  his  earthly  goods. 
Buying  a  tract  of  land  about  four  miles  north- 
west of  Bellevue,  he  began  the  improvement 
of  a  homestead,  at  once  taking  possession  of 
the  log  cabin  that  had  previously  been  erected 
on  the  place.  He  built  a  shop,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the  soil 
worked  at  his  trade,  continuing  his  residence 
there  until  his  death,  February  1,  1858.  To 
him  and  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1842,  seven  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
Maria,  Anne,  Fred,  David,  Katie,  Sally  and 
Ferdinand. 

Born  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1819,  David  Smith  was  in  his  "teens"  when 
he  came  with  the  family  to  Ohio,  locating  near 
Bellevue.  Being  soon  after  apprenticed  to 
David  Moore,  he  learned  carpentry,  and  sub- 
sequently worked  for  Mr.  Moore  as  a  jour- 
neyman for  a  while,  then  began  carpentering 
on  his  own  account.  Finally  turning  his  at- 
tention especially  to  mill  work,  he  followed 
that  line  of  industry  continuously  until  1873. 
Buying  in  that  year  fifty-four  acres  of  land 
in  York  township,  he  devoted  his  time  to  the 
improvement  of  a  farm,  and  as  his  means  in- 
creased bought  other  land  until  he  had  title  to 
264  acres,  ninety  acres  of  it  lying  in  Groton 
township,  Erie  county,  while  the  remainder 
was  in  York  township,  Sandusky  county.  On 
this  valuable  farming  estate,  he  spent  his  re- 
maining days,  dying,  in  1899. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  David 
Smith  was  Julia  Ann  Knauss.  She  was  born 
April  3,  1825,  in  Union  county,  Pennsylvania, 
which  was  the  birthplace  of  her  father,  Solo- 
mon Knauss,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Leaving  Pennsylvania  in  1848,  Mr.  Knauss 
journeyed  with  his  family,  by  team,  to  the 
Western  Reserve.  Locating  in  Groton  town- 
ship, Erie  county,  he  bought  400  acres  of  land, 
on  which  stood  a  large  barn,  eighty  feet  by 
sixty  feet,  and  a  rambling  log  house  with  a 
frame  addition.  Successful  in  his  farming,  he 
improved  much  of  the  land,  erected  a  large 
brick  house,  set  out  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and 
there  resided  until  his  death,  in  1864.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Moore, 
was  born  in  Union  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  in  Ohio,  in  1874.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  namely :  William  ;  Julia  Ann, 
who  married  David  Smith  ;  Elizabeth  ;  Charlie  ; 
Mary  Ann  ;  Solomon  ;  Henry  ;  Samuel ;  and 
James.  Mrs.  Smith  is  still  living,  a  bright  and 
active  woman  of  four  score  and   four  vears. 


1268 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


To  her  and  her  husband  five  children  were 
born,  namely:  George,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Charles ;  Samuel ;  Sarah  M. ;  and 
Mary  E. 

Completing  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  George  Smith  began  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  subsequently  became  a  millwright.  Going 
then  to  Buffalo,  Xew  York,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  J.  T.  Noye  &  Co.,  for  whom  he 
drew  plans,  and  was  also  foreman  of  construc- 
tion in  building  mills  in  different  parts  of  Xew 
York,  including  among  other  places,  Attica, 
Gowanda  and  Lockport,  and  in  remodeling  the 
Haxall  Mill,  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  Going 
to  Kansas  in  1886,  Mr.  Smith  bought  a  farm 
in  Rice  county,  where  he  remained  four  years. 
He  afterwards  worked  at  his  trade  in  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colorado,  a  year  and  a  half. 
Returning  then  to  Bellevue,  Mr.  Smith  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  this  vicinity  from  1892  until 
1899,  when,  on  the  organization  of  the  Martin 
Gross  Lumber  Company,  he  became  a  stock- 
holder, and  was  elected'  vice-president.  This 
office  he  has  filled  ably  and  well,  devoting  his 
entire  time  toward  advancing  the  interests  of 
the  firm. 

Mr.  Smith  married,  January  24,  1877,  Anna 
Derr,  who  was  born  in  Allentown,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Her  father,  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr,  was 
born  December  9,  1822,  in  Washingtonville, 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  father,  David  Derr, 
spent  his  entire  life.  He  attended  the  district 
school,  afterwards  working,  as  a  carpenter  to 
earn  money  enough  to  fit  him  for  the  dental 
profession,  and  while  working  as  a  dentist 
accumulated  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  his  way 
through  Marshall  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1847.  Three  years 
later  he  was  graduated  from  the  Mercersburg 
Theological  Seminary,  and  the  same  year  was 
ordained  in  the  Reformed  church.  He  was 
active  in  the  ministry  about  thirty-five  years, 
and  for  a  time  was  a  professor  in  the  Lan- 
caster Theological  Seminary.  He  served  as  a 
pastor  in  several  places  in  Pennsylvania, .  in- 
cluding East  Berlin,  Catawissa  and  Reading, 
and  after  coming  to  Ohio  preached  at  Wooster, 
Louisville  and  Bellevue,  his  death  occurring 
in  the  latter  place  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  Rev.  Mr.  Derr  married  Jane  Mary 
Bobst,  who  was  born  in  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  28.  1822,  and  died  December  26, 
1886.  Five  children  blessed  their  union, 
namely:  James  N;  Mary  Magdalene;  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Smith ;  Eliza  jane ;  and  David. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  reared  two  children, 
namely :  Julia  Maude  and  Frank  Ellison.  Julia 
Maude  was  graduated  from  the  Bellevue  high 
school  with  the  class  of  1897,  and  from  the 
Sandusky  Business  College  in  February,  1908. 
While  in  that  school  she  contracted  typhoid 
fever,  from  which  she  died  three  weeks  after 
her  graduation.  She  was  confirmed  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  church  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  Frank  Elli- 
son Smith  was  graduated  from  the  Scranton 
Correspondence  School,  after  which  he  took 
a  two  years'  course  in  mechanical  arts  at  the 
State  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1905.  He  is  now  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  the  Martin  Gross 
Lumber  Company,  and  is  second  lieutenant  in 
Company  B,  Sixth  Regiment,  Ohio  National 
Guards.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  church. 

Christian  B.  Schibley,  of  Amherst  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  is  a  native  of  the  town- 
ship, born  December  20,  1859,  a  son  °f  Michael 
and  Catherine  (Brandau)  Schibley.  He  is  the 
second  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, and  lived  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  and  received  a  com- 
mon school  education. 

Mr.  Schibley's  first  work  away  from  home 
was  in  the  employ  of  John  Burge,  in  contract 
bridge  work  for  the  county,  where  he  spent 
two  years.  He  then  moved  to  Cleveland,  and 
there  became  coachman  for  Judge  Wilson. 
Two  years  later  he  began  farming  on  part  of 
the  homestead  in  Amherst  township,  which  he 
purchased  fifteen  years  later.  He  sold  this 
land  and  rented  a  farm  of  270  acres  in  Cam- 
den township ;  eight  years  later  he  purchased 
the  Margaret  Hoffner  farm  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, consisting  of  forty-five  acres.  He  car- 
ries on  this  farm,  also  conducts  the  farm  of 
100  acres  belonging  to  Mrs.  Kress,  adjoining. 
He  raises  Durham  and  Jersey  cattle,  and  makes 
butter,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  market. 

In  political  views  Mr.  Schibley  is  an  inde- 
pendent Democrat :  he  has  served  as  school 
director.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Association,  ami  has  been  a  Sunday  school 
teacher  since  njofi.  He  is  an  industrious  and 
thrifty  farmer,  and  has  won  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  actively 
interested  in  public  affairs,  and  uses  his  influ- 
ence for  all  good  causes. 
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On  November  22,  1883,  Mr.  Schibley  mar- 
ried Anna  E.  Hess,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Catherine  (Stang)  Hess,  the  father  born  in 
Vermilion,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  in  Germany. 
Mrs.  Schibley  was  born  in  Vermilion,  Ohio,  on 
May  5,  1862.  Their  children  are :  Lillian  L., 
wife  of  August  C.  Kolbe,  of  Huntington  town- 
ship, and  have  two  children,  Wesley  R.  and 
Paulina  E. ;  Mamie  C.  and  Rose  E..  twins,  the 
former  the  wife  of  Henry  Kane,  of  Brownhelni 
township,  and  they  have  one  son,  Raymond 
W.,  the  latter  a  teacher  in  South  Amherst ; 
and  Frank  G.,  Myron  YV.,  Dewey  A..  Dora  M., 
Christina  C.  and  Delia  M.,  all  living  at  home. 

Lester  A.  Fauver,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Lorain  and  a  former  county  surveyor  of  Lo- 
rain county,  was  born  in  Eaton  township,  Lo- 
rain' county,  on  a  farm.  His  father,  the  late 
Alfred  Fauver,  was  one  of  Lorain  county's 
well  known  and  respected  citizens.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  county,  born  in  Eaton  township 
in  1835,  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  the  first 
man  in  Eaton  township  to  volunteer  in  Re- 
sponse to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  troops, 
and  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Ohio  Regiment. 
At  the  battle  of  Winchester  he  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg,  and  on  August  19,  1862, 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  disa- 
bility. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Eaton  township  until  1891,  and  then 
removed  to  Oberlin  to  secure  better  educa- 
tional advantages  for  his  children.  In  1884 
he  was  elected  a  county  commissioner,  and 
served  nine  years  in  that  office.  In  1898  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Oberlin.  Alfred  Fauver 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lorain  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  a  director,  and  he  was 
also  identified  with  the  Savings  Bank  of 
Elyria.  On  October  24,  1863,  he  married 
Elizabeth  King,  of  Eaton  township,  and  to 
them  were  born  children  as  follows :  Lester  A. ; 
Louis  B.,  an  attorney  living  in  Elyria ;  Clayton 
K.,  an  attorney  in  Cleveland ;  Edwin  and 
Edgar,  twins,  are  physicians  living  in  New- 
York  City ;  and  Mabel  married  T.  L.  Gibson, 
of  Oberlin.  Alfred  Fauver  died  in  Oberlin, 
February  29,  1904,  and  his  widow  still  resides 
in  that  city. 

Lester  A.  Fauver  attended  the  public  schools 
and  Baldwin  University,  at  Berea,  and  gradu- 
ated from  a  civil  engineering  course  at  Ohio 
State  Normal  School,  at  Ada,  in  1889.  He 
began  work  at  his  profession  in  Cleveland  soon 
after  his  graduation,  and  two  years  later  lo- 


cated at  Lorain,  holding  the  position  of  city 
engineer  from  1891  until  1900.  During  the 
time  he  held  this  office  many  important  im- 
provements in  river,  pavements  and  sewerage 
were  constructed.  Mr.  Fauver  was  appointed 
county  surveyor  in  1901,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and 
his  work  was  so  well  appreciated  that  he  was 
re-elected  at  each  succeeding  election,  finally 
declining  a  renomination  in  1909. 

Air.  Fauver  is  president  of  the  Ohio  Engi- 
neering Company  of  Elyria,  director  of  the 
Lorain  Banking  Company  of  Lorain,  secretary 
of  the  Black  River  Telephone  Company  of 
Lorain,  and  secretary  of  the  Lane-Bowen  Com- 
pany of  Lorain,  interested  in  plumbing  and 
hardware.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Maccabees.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Cleveland  Engineering  So- 
ciety and  to  the  Ohio  State  Engineering.  Soci- 
ety. He  is  also  on  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Lorain  public  library,  and  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Fauver  married  Rusha  R.,  daughter  of 
the  late  R.  R.  Reid,  of  Lorain,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Conrad  Reid,  an  old  resident  of 
Lorain.  Their  children  are :  Richard  Reid, 
Catherine  Elizabeth,  Margaret  King  and  Geor- 
giana. 

Edward  L.  House  was  born  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  April  10,  1861  ;  he  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
R.  House,  who,  until  his  removal  from  the 
city  a  few  years  ago,  was  one  of  Painesville's 
prominent  men. 

Mr.  House  was  educated  in  the  public 
school,  graduating  in  1880.  In  1884  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Urania  Holcomb,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Holcomb.  There  is  an  adopted 
daughter  in  the  family,  a  bright  little  girl  of 
five  years,  named  Helen. 

Since  1887  Mr.  House  has  been  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Painesville  steam  laundry,  carpet- 
cleaning  and  feather-renovating  works.  He 
has  done  much  for  the  city  in  the  way  of  reno- 
vating, and  beautifying  one  of  its  most  dis- 
graceful districts.  Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the 
property  on  both  sides  of  lower  Main  street 
appreciate  what  the  efforts  of  Mr.  House  in 
this  direction  have  been  to  the  town.  He  is 
respected  in  the  community  both  as  a  business 
and  public  man.  In  the  organization  of.  the 
Painesville  Telephone  Company  he  was  one  of 
the  prime  movers,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
its  toard  of  directors  since  its  beginning. 
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Ralph  Wolfrom. — A  young  man  of  vim 
and  energy,  possessing  undoubted  business 
tact  and  ability,  Ralph  Wolfrom  is  officially 
connected  with  one  of  the  foremost  beneficial 
enterprises  of  Bellevue,  being  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Local  Telephone  Company, 
the  Bellevue  Home  and  Crestline  Telephone 
Companies.  A  son  of  the  late  Frederick  Wolf- 
rom, he  was  born  March  4,  1883,  in  Bellevue, 
and  has  here  spent  his  life  thus  far. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Lorenz  Wolfrom, 
was  born  in  Asch,  Austria,  and  there  lived  for 
a  number  of  years  after  his  marriage.  He 
owned  and  operated  a  knitting  mill,  manufac- 
turing hosiery  for  a  number  of  seasons.  In 
1854,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  emigrated 
to  this  country,  locating  at  Weavers  Corners, 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  two 
acres  of  land,  intending,  if  he  liked  the  country 
to  buy  more,  and  if  not  pleased  to  return  to 
Austria.  His  career  here,  however,  was  brief, 
his  death  occurring  in  1856.  His  widow  was 
left  with  two  small  children,  namely,  Chris- 
tina, who  subsequently  married  Christian 
Zehner,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Bellevue ; 
and  Frederick. 

Frederick  Wolfrom,  born  in  Asch,  Austria, 
January  7,  1849,  was  a  small  child  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Huron  county.  He 
attended  the  district  school  at  Weavers  Cor- 
ners, and  the  Milan  Academy,  and  as  a  boy 
and  youth  assisted  his  mother  in  the  care  of 
the  home  farm.  He  subsequently  began  his 
mercantile  career  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  the 
Corners,  afterwards  serving  as  deputy  revenue 
collector  for  a  while.  Coming  then  to  Belle- 
vue, he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
establishment  of  A.  Ruffing  for  a  few  years. 


Embarking  then  in  the  dry  goods  business  on 
his  own  account,  he  became  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Harsh,  Leinbaugh  &  Wolfrom, 
which  later  became  Leinbaugh  &  Wolfrom, 
Mr.  Leinbaugh  buying  out  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm.  This  firm  conducted  a  good  busi- 
ness until  selling  out  to  F.  W.  Geunther.  A 
month  after  that  time  Mr.  Wolfrom  and  Mr. 
Frank  Knapp  bought  out  Mr.  Geunther,  and 
for  five  years  carried  on  a  substantial  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  .Wolfrom  & 
Knapp.  Mr.  Wolfrom  then  bought  out  his 
partner,  and  continued  the  business  success- 
fully until  1904,  when  he  sold  out  to  E.  A. 
Stranahan.  Accepting,  the  position  then  of 
secretary  of  the  Local  Telephone,  the  Bellevue 
Home  and  Crestline  Telephone  Companies,  he 
retained  it  until  his  death,  October  1,  1907. 
He  married  Mary  Louisa  Sutter,  who  was 
born  at  Sugar  Grove,  Ohio,  and  they  became 
the  parents  n*  nine  children,  namely:  Elmer, 
Carl,  Ralph,  Eva,  Yolande,  Miriam,  Mildred, 
Frederick  and  Melville. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Bellevue  high 
school  in  1900,  Ralph  Wolfrom  attended  the 
Capitol  University  for  a  year,  after  which  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  in  his  father's  store 
for  a  while.  He  subsequently  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Local  Telephone,  the  Bellevue 
Home  and  Crestline  Telephone  Companies,  and 
at  the  death  of  his  father  succeeded  him  as 
secretary,  and  at  the  present  time  is  both  sec- 
retary and  also  treasurer  of  the  former  com- 
pany. Politically  Mr.  Wolfrom  is  a  Repub- 
lican. Religiously  he  is  true  to  the  faith  in 
which  he  was  reared,  belonging  to  the  Lu- 
theran church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Wolfrom  is 
a  member  of  Bellevue  Lodge,  No.  1,013,  B.  P. 
O.  E. 
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